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Tribe Hosts PRCA Southeastern Circuit Rodeo Finals 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — The Professional Rodeo Cow- 
boy Association (PRCA) Southeastern Rodeo Cir- 
cuit finals took place the weekend of Jan. 2-4 at the 
Fred Smith Rodeo Arena. 

The finals consisted of a total of eight events, 
with the top 12 riders in each event competing in 
three go-rounds. Riders competed for the Circuit 
Finals Average Championship as well as the title as 
the Southeastern Circuit Champion. The Southeast- 
ern Circuit champions were awarded saddles for 
their wins. 

Bareback riders kicked the rodeo off, with most 
having successful 8 second rides. The competition 
was stiff with Matt Bright of Stephenville, Texas 


taking both titles, Finals Average Champion and 
Southeastern Circuit Champion. Ryan Little from 
Lake Charles, La. wasn’t far behind and snagged a 
second place title only two points shy of Bright. 

Jermiah Diffee of Smackover, Ark. owned the 
Saddle Bronc Riding event, winning all three go- 
rounds and earning the Finals Average Champi- 
onship title. Last year’s Year End Champion Curtis 
Garton held onto the title and received the saddle 
branded with the title. 

Brighton Tribal citizen Justin Gopher repre- 
sented the Tribe in the rodeo. Cheers exploded in 
the stands all three nights as Gopher rode his bull 
out of the gate. Tribally-sponsored bull rider Chance 
Smart also proudly represented the Tribe, wearing 
the patch of the Seminole Hard Rock & Casino on 
his riding vest. 


However, Justin Koon of Russellville, Ark., 
who snagged both championships, was the star bull 
rider in the competition. 

The steer wrestlers, all warmed up by the third 
go-round, pinned their steers right out of the box, 
some in under 5 seconds. Tyler Pearson from 
Louisville, Miss, won the Average Finals and Steve 
Gaines from Brandon, Miss, took the Year End 
Championship. 

Tie down ropers had some difficulty with their 
steers, with some ropers having to take re-runs. That 
didn’t stop Brad Hartt of Sebring, Fla. from accom- 
plishing his goal and taking both titles for the event. 
Hartt also received the All-Around Cowboy title for 
the rodeo. To be eligible for the award, riders must 

Please see PRCA * Page 2 



Rachel Buxton 

Carrie Thompson races around the barrel to complete the course. 



Judy Weeks 

Affairs Rep. Mary Umholtz, Rev. Bruce Pratt of the Big Cypress First Baptist Church, Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. David 
Cypress, Fred Phillips and Immokalee Tribal Council Liaison Elaine Aguilar officiate at the groundbreak- 
Dec. 11, 2008. 


(L-R) Bureau of 
Cypress, Rev. ~ 

ing for the Immokalee First Baptist Indian Church and Fellowship 


Citizens Realize Longtime Dreams 
of Church on Reservation 


Seniors Attend 
Miccosukee 
Christmas Party 

BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

TAMIAMI TRAIL — Tribal citizens 
traveled from as far away as Brighton, Big 
Cypress, Immokalee and Hollywood to take 
part in the Miccosukee Senior Christmas 
Party. More than 200 people participated in 
the annual event on Dec. 9, 2008, at the 
Miccosukee Community Center on the 
Tamiami Trail. 

Since many Seminole seniors were 
bom in remote areas near the Trail, they 
look forward to the opportunity to visit with 
family members and reminisce about 
shared childhood experiences. 

During the Christmas holiday season, 
thoughts often carry people on a journey to 
their roots and the strength of family ties 
brings them closer together. The Miccosu- 
kee and Seminole people are in essence one 
big family with clan, blood and heritage 
creating a bond that cannot be broken by 
circumstance. 

Immediately upon arrival, the guests 
made their way into the arts and crafts mar- 
ketplace adjacent to the party room. Racks 
of patchwork clothing and tables piled high 
with extraordinary beadwork, baskets, 
dolls, purses and cultural supplies lined the 
room dining the Arts and Crafts Sale. 

Many of the happy shoppers had been 
anticipating this opportunity for weeks, as 
they looked through the yards and yards of 
intricate patchwork patterns available. 

Once guests entered the main auditori- 
um, they were greeted by opening remarks 

Please see CHRISTMAS •> Page 2A 



(L-R) Miccosukee Chairman Billy Cypress wel- 
comes George Billie of Big Cypress to the Senior 


Christmas Celebration. 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — The Ground- 
breaking Ceremony for the First Baptist 
Indian Church, which will be located on 
Dorothy Billie Way, took place on Dec. 
11,2008. 

On the morning of the groundbreak- 
ing, a surprise rain storm descended upon 
the site of the event and dropped more 
than two inches of rain during the ceremo- 
ny. However, this did not dampen the spir- 
its of the community members who final- 
ly began to realize their dream of having a 
reservation church. 

After an invocation from Mary 
Sanchez, Immokalee Tribal Council Liai- 
son Elaine Aguilar took the mic and 
expressed joy on behalf of her community. 

“When it rained like this, my mom 
used to say that the angels were crying,” 


said Liaison Aguilar. “She is in heaven 
and I believe that today she is crying for 
happiness.” 

“Seeing this church become a reality 
has been a long, hard struggle of many 
years,” she said. “The seniors first met in 
a tin shed across the street and prayed for 
a church to guide their children. But there 
were no funds and it was only a dream.” 

Continuing, Liaison Aguilar emotion- 
ally said: “The seniors wanted this church 
for everyone. But one by one, they have 
gone without it becoming a reality. Today, 
their dream comes true. First we will build 
the church, and then the fellowship hall 
will follow.” 

Big Cypress Council Rep. David 
Cypress addressed the crowd after Liaison 
Aguilar. 

“Ethel [Frank], Lena [Frank], Mary 
Watts [Billie] and the others were stal- 
warts of the community and they did 


everything they could to provide for the 
next generation. Elaine and I were young- 
sters back then, but now we are seniors 
and we are getting the job done for them.” 

Rev. Salaw Hummingbird, former 
pastor of the Big Cypress First Baptist 
Church, journeyed from Oklahoma to par- 
ticipate in the long-awaited groundbreak- 
ing- 

“I first came here in 2001 and we had 
church services in the old library building, 
then the gym and now a sanctuary is 
becoming a reality,” Rev. Hummingbird 
said. “Jack Micco used to come all the 
way from Brighton to participate, but now 
he has passed. This is a great day for him.” 

Jonah Cypress, Fred Phillips, Rev. 
Bruce Pratt and a succession of speakers 
echoed the joy of the Immokalee citizens 
in realizing this important landmark in the 
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Tribal Council 
Passes 45 
Resolutions 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

TAMPA — The Tribal Council met 
on the Tampa Reservation at the Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino on Dec. 16. 2008. 
They passed 45 resolutions on the agen- 
da, including: 

Resolution 26: First Amendment to 
the annual Work Plan 21 submitted to the 
South Florida Water Management Dis- 
trict by the Seminole Tribe; 

Resolution 27: Application to the 
U.S. Department of the Interior’s Bureau 
of Indian Affairs to designate the Snake 
Road (AKA Josie Billie Highway) and 
bridge project as a high priority on the 
Big Cypress Reservation; 

Resolution 28: Contract application 
to the U.S. Department of the Interior’s 
Bureau of Indian Affairs for P.L. 93-638 
funds to conduct the Snake Road (AKA 
Josie Billie Highway) and bridge project 
on the Big Cypress Reservation; 

Resolution 29: A request to the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs Indian Reserva- 
tion Roads Transportation Program 
adding Snake Road (AKA Josie Billie 
Highway) and bridge project to the prior- 
ity list as the Tribe’s highest priority 
project for FY 2009,2010, 2011 and FY 
2013 Tribal transportation funds priority 
lists; 

Resolution 30: National Forest 
Foundation matching awards program 
application to fund the Seminole Tribe’s 
Forested Habitat Enhancement Pilot 
Project for Tribal FY 2010; 

Resolution 31: U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency grant application to 
fund the Seminole Tribe’s Watershed 
Management Program Clean Water Act, 
Section 319, non-competitive grant pro- 
gram base grant proposal, for Tribal FY 
2010; 

Resolution 32: U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency Grant application to 
fund the Seminole Tribe’s Watershed 
Management Program Clean Water Act, 
Section 319, competitive grant program 
proposal, for Tribal FY 2010; 

Resolution 42: Approval of a com- 
mercial lease between the Seminole 
Tribe (tenant) and Park East Develop- 
ment, LTD, (landlord) for the Naples 
Craft/Community Center; 

Resolution 43: Approval of business 
lease between the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida (lessor) and First American Ener- 
gy, LLC (lessee) for the construction, 
development and operation of a biodiesel 
fuel plant on the Hollywood Reservation; 
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Team Seminole Walks ‘The Beat’ for Heart Health 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

FT. MYERS, Fla. — Dubbed “The 
Beat,” this year’s American Heart Association 
Heart Walk event was named for the steady 
rhythm of the healthy heart beating inside each 
of the thousands of participants. 

Judy Jim, Charlotte Porcaro, Anna 
Puente, Kai Setty, Leslie Rosado, Ricardo 
Rosado, Keniya Yzaguirre and Ray Yzaguirre 
of Team Seminole joined the more than 4,000 
other walkers on Dec. 13, 2008 to participate 
in the 3.5 mile walk — the largest in the histo- 
ry of Lee County. 

Team Seminole supplied pennants bearing 
the Tribal seal, advocating “The Beat” and 
declaring the participants winners. The walk- 
ers waved their pennants while making their 


way through the course. 

The walk took place at Veterans Park, 
located at the base of the U.S. 41 Bridge over 
the Caloosahatchee River in downtown Fort 
Myers. Event organizers and participating 
organizations set up booths where participants 
completed registration, received healthy tips, 
snacks, water and T-shirts before the walk got 
underway at 8 a.m. 

Awards were presented to the 15 Star 
Walkers of 2008 and winners of the Lee Coun- 
ty “Biggest Loser” contest; named after the 
NBC network’s reality weight-loss contest 
show of the same name. 

Local merchants and organizations, 
including the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum and 
Billie Swamp Safari, provided gift certificates 
which were raffled off at the event. Kai Setty 
from Brighton had the winning ticket in one of 


the raffles and took home a $100 gift certifi- 
cate during the drawing. 

The American Heart Association’s Start 
Walking Program encourages people to walk 
for at least 30 minutes each day to help prevent 
heart disease, diabetes, high blood pressure, 
obesity and other health related problems 
attributed to a sedentary lifestyle. According to 
a study by Harvard University, for every hour 
of vigorous exercise, such as brisk walking, a 
person will increase their lifespan by two 
hours. 

Submitted by Charlotte Porcaro 

(L-R, Back Row) Kai Setty, Ray Yzaguirre, Judy Jim, 
Leslie Rosado, Ricardo Rosado, (L-R, Front Row) 
Charlotte Porcaro, Keniya Yzaguirre and Anna 
Puente of Team Seminole join the more than 4,000 
participants at the 2008 Lee County Heart Walk. 



INSIDE: 


SPORTS: C 

TnnouncementTT 1 


CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS SPECIAL SECTION * E 










2A • The Seminole Tribune • January 30, 2009 



Artist’s rendering of the Immokalee church facilities. 


* Church 

Continued from page 1A 

growth and development of their communi- 
ty. 

As one of the few elders to live to real- 
ize the dream, Louise Motlow, thanked God 
for the church. She spoke briefly about the 
history of the church, its benefit to the next 
generations and offered a prayer of thanks 
and the blessing for the banquet before 
ground officially broke for the construction 
of the Immokalee First Baptist Indian 
Church. 

David Nunez Jr. of Seminole Design 
Build, Inc. is the contractor for the sanctu- 
ary and Project Manager Fernando Meza 
will oversee its construction. 



Judy Weeks 

Immokalee senior Louise Motlow explains she 
has prayed for a long time for a church to serve 
the needs of her community and teach the future 
generations about Christian values. 




Jonah Cypress talks about the rewards of fellow- 
ship in Christianity. 



(L-R) Rev. Salaw Hummingbird and Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. David Cypress rejoice at the 
groundbreaking ceremony for the Immokalee First Baptist Indian Church and Fellowship Hall. 



(L-R) Happy Jones and Louise Motlow share cake at the Immokalee Church gr< 


•> Council 

Continued from page 1A 

Resolution 45: Approval of successor 
Seminole Tribe of Florida incarcerated 
members’ per capita payment trust agree- 
ment; 


Resolution 47: VFS Leasing Company 
Master lease agreement as amended by 
schedule number 006 - Big Cypress Rock 
Mining; and, 

Resolution 49: Cancellation (write-off) 
of outstanding Tribal council loans of 
deceased Tribal members. 


♦ PRCA 

Continued from page 1A 

have competed in at least two events. 

Header Jimmy Tanner of Tifton, Ga. 
and Heeler Manny Egusquiza Jr. of Madi- 
son, Ga. took control of their steer during 
the tie roping competition. Tanner and 
Egusquiza won all three heats, earning 
them both the Average Finals Champi- 
onship and the Year End Championship. 

The women were not forgotten in the 
competition. Carrie Thompson of Morton, 
Miss, barrel raced her way to the lead, win- 
ning the Average Finals Championship. 
Last year’s Average winner, Sabra O’Quinn 
from Ocala, Fla., took the Year End Cham- 
pionship claiming her saddle. 

Each day before the competition 
began, spectators got a musical treat from 
country music artist Chris MacArthur. 
MacArthur also sang the National Anthem 
to start things off. He also sang his rendition 
of the anthem at the National Finals Rodeo 
held in Las Vegas. 

Brighton Field Day is right around the 
comer and the Fred Smith Rodeo Arena 
will hold a PRCA Rodeo, Feb. 20-22. 



Rachel Buxton 

(Back L-R) Brighton/Tampa Board Rep. Johnnie Jones Sr. and Brighton/Tampa Tribal Coun Rep. 
Roger Smith with Miss Rodeo royalty (Front L-R): 2009 Miss Rodeo Arkansas Micki Musick, 2008 
Miss Rodeo Florida Sydnye Weber, 2008 Miss Rodeo Florida Princess Alison Jowers, 2008 Miss 
Rodeo Florida Sweetheart Carrie Ann Clements, 2008 Miss Teen Rodeo Florida Erica Lassiter and 
2009 Miss Rodeo Florida Jessica Davis. 
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Tribal citizen Justin Gopher rides his way to 8 seconds in the PRCA competition. 


Rachel Buxton 

Justin Koon rides for the championship. 



(L-R) Ingraham Billie Jr. joins his brother, Frank, (L-R) A wall laden with Christmas gifts forms the backdrop for Claudia Doctor and Lydia Cypress to 

and niece, Wanda, for a game of Bingo. capture a holiday photo. 



Maggie Osceola traveled all the way from Holly- 
wood to visit her friends on the Tamiami Trail. 


Christmas 

Continued from page 1A 

from Jasper Nelson. Following his warm 
welcome, Nelson turned the microphone 
over to Miccosukee Chairman Billy 
Cypress. 

Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year, Cypress recognized 
the importance of the seniors, who he said 
carry on Tribal cultural traditions. During 
his presentation, he generated happy smiles 
and applause from his appreciative audi- 
ence. 

After several games of Bingo and the 
drawing of raffle tickets, Betty Osceola 
from Hollywood spoke briefly and then 


offered a blessing. A delicious luncheon 
buffet followed. 

Miccosukee school children supplied 
special entertainment for the event. Begin- 
ning their performance with “It Must Be 
Santa,” they sang a medley of Christmas 
carols. Wearing bells and dressed like little 
elves, the kindergarten students entertained 
the seniors with their rendition of “Jingle 
Bells.” The Head Start class completed the 
program with the Miccosukee Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

Mounds of gifts in colorful wrapping 
paper lined the walls. The Miccosukee sen- 
iors cheerfully distributed the presents to 
their fellow partygoers along with bags of 
freshly ground com, fruit and hanks of 
beads. 
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Tribal Citizen 
Attends Presidential 
Inauguration 

SUBMITTED BY TABITHA OSCEOLA 
Contributing Writer 

Sheyanna Osceola, 18, a student at Hollywood 
Christian Academy and the daughter of William and 
Tabitha Osceola, was accepted into the People to 
People Presidential Inauguration Program. She, and 
a hand-selected delegation, attended President 
Barack Obama’s Swearing-In and Inauguration 
Speech on Jan. 20 in Washington, DC. 

People to People has aimed to “bridge cultural 
and political borders through education and 
exchange, making the 
world a better place for 
future generations,” 
according to the offi- 
cial website, people- 
topeople.com. Presi- 
dent Dwight D. Eisen- 
hower founded the pro- 
gram in 1956 with a 
vision to help foster 
world citizenship. 

Osceola and the 
rest of the student dele- 
gation witnessed histo- 
ry in the making at 
President Obama’s 
Swearing-In ceremony 
as he officially became 
the first African-Amer- 
ican president, and also the 44th president of the 
U.S. 

In addition to attending the ceremony, the Peo- 
ple to People group also gained insight into Ameri- 
can leaders throughout history during discussions 
with political experts, had access to the U.S. Capitol 
and National Archives, explored the newly-reopened 
National Museum of American History and visited 
Washington’s treasured monuments and memorials. 

According to Osceola, she would not have had 
this opportunity without the assistance and guidance 
of Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola 
Jr. and Education Dept. Director Emma Johns. 



Sheyanna Osceola 
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Ciara Billie Guerue 

Assistant to Board President 
Richard Bowers Jr. 

BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — In July 2008 Ciara Billie 
Guerue filled the position of assistant to President 
Richard Bowers Jr. 

Prior to her move into the headquarters build- 
ing, she worked with the Tribal Career Development 
Program at the Seminole Hard Rock for four years; 
she was a part of the Seminole Hard Rock Holly- 
wood original opening team. She also worked for the 
Gaming Commission as the lead commission officer 
five years prior, as well as serving as an education 
counselor assistant with the Tribe, and worked with 
the Miccosukee Daycare Program and the Miccosu- 
kee Gaming Resort as a TAD attendant. 

She said she brings her 
experience with working in a 
training environment at the 
Hard Rock to her position as 
assistant, and all her other 
endeavors. 

Billie Guerue names her 
great-grandparents, Cory and 
Juanita Osceola, her grand- 
mother Mary Osceola Moore 
and her mother, Barbara 
Butera, as influences. She 
said her great-grandparents 
were Seminoles who raised 
Ciara Billie Guerue their children under harsh 

circumstances and have 

always overcome obstacles 

throughout their lives. 

“My mother, grandmother and great-grand- 
mother are ... very strong, Seminole women,” she 
stated. 

Billie Guerue said the best parts of her job are 
the day-to-day interactions with Tribal citizens as 
well as interacting with other Native Americans 
around the country. She said she hopes to help out 
where she can while learning more about Tribal 
business operations. 

Although she graduated from Clewiston High 
School in 1997, Billie Guerue admits, “You never 
stop learning.” 

She said she lives her life with the best of both 
worlds — traditional and modem — learning new 
Tribal traditions and implementing them in today’s 
day and age. 

Billie Guerue said she loves giving back to her 
Tribe with her work, and will continue to contribute 
time and effort to helping support Tribal youth. She 
said she has the dedication it takes to be a valuable 
Tribal employee and an asset to the Tribe as a whole. 

Billie Guerue is the daughter of Barbara Butera, 
Panther Clan, and Colley Billie of the Miccosukee 
Tribe, Bird Clan, and step-daughter of Roy Butera. 
She is originally from Naples. 

She is married to Joseph Guerue of the Rosebud 
Sioux Tribe of South Dakota. They have one daugh- 
ter, Melinda, 2, also of the Rosebud Sioux Tribe. 

Personal goals for the future include being a 
wonderful mom to her daughter and a great aunt to 
her sister Samantha’s son, Zaiden Frank. 

In her spare time, Billie Guerue said she enjoys 
spending time with her daughter and family, and 
traveling. 



Winterfest 2008 Grand Marshal James Belushi accepts a custom guitar as 
a gift presented by the Hard Rock. 


“Rockin’ the Night Aweigh” is all lit up and ready to make its way down the Winterfest parade route. 



Representatives of the Seminole Tribe and the Seminole Hard Rock in front of the Tribe’s parade entry, “Rockin’ the Night Aweigh,” a 112-foot long, 400 passenger yacht. 




Tribe Celebrates Winterfest at Reception, Boat Parade 


Staff Reporter 


FORT LAUDERDALE — The weekend of Dec. 
12-13, 2008 capped off several fun-filled festivities 
held in honor of the Seminole Hard Rock Winterfest 
Boat Parade 2008. 

On Dec. 12, movie and television industry heavy 
hitter James Belushi helped kick off the weekend, 
entertaining guests and fans in grand style as the 
Grand Marshal host for the 37th annual event. 

As the major attraction on and off the stage, 
Belushi was honored at a private VIP reception with a 
heavy dose of gifts, including the key to the city from 
Hollywood Mayor Mara Giulianti. The primetime 
Emmy Award-nominated actor, comedian and musi- 
cian showed off his dance moves and singing chops as 
well, at the reception held at the Hard Rock. 

He performed with his popular singing group 
‘Sacred Hearts.’ The 10-person band has been per- 
forming together for years with a mix of blues and 
soul influences. It was their fourth appearance at the 
Hard Rock. 

Belushi said his relationship with the Tribe has 
always been very strong, dating back many years. He 
said it was an honor to represent the Tribe when asked 
to be the Grand Marshal. 

“I have absolutely loved watching the success of 
the Tribe and their continued growth,” Belushi 
explained. “They have created an atmosphere that is 
fun. It is a great place to be.” 

Brother of the late Saturday Night Live comedian 
John Belushi, James joined the show’s cast from 
1983-1985. He has also starred in feature films includ- 
ing: “K-9,”“The Principle,” “Curly Sue” and “Gang 
Related.” 

Belushi currently stars in the hit sitcom Accord- 
ing to Jim on the ABC network. He also has a new 
film entitled “Dorothy of OZ” coming out this year in 
which he plays the role of the Lion. 

On Dec. 13, Tribal citizens, employees and invit- 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Grand Marshal Janies Belushi (Second from Left) smashes the ceremonial guitar as part of the Winterfest activities. 


ed guests enjoyed the tradition and grandeur of the 
Winterfest Boat Parade from aboard a custom 112- 
foot long by 45-foot wide, 400 passenger yacht, with 
an Elvis Presley theme. The Seminole vessel’s theme 
coincided with the theme for this year’s boat parade, 
“Rockin’ the Night Aweigh.” 

In its 37 years, Winterfest had become the sev- 
enth largest spectator event in the U.S. , and a top 20 
parade in the world, according to its 
official website, winterfestparade.com. 

The celebration helps promote the 
dual goals of providing a unique event 
for the local community to enjoy, as 
well as attracting positive national 
attention to the Fort Lauderdale area as 
a tourist destination. The Winterfest 


organization is comprised of a huge number of volun- 
teers, supporters, sponsors and a Board of Directors, 
which includes Chairman-Elect Max B. Osceola Jr. 

The parade offers an exhibit of local talented 
artists that spend hundreds of hours from conception 
to inception transforming boats into canvases of color 
and lights depicting the parade’s theme. 

The grandstand viewing area, which is the largest 
location open to the public to see the parade, hosts the 
Seminole Outpost and is inside Hugh Taylor Birch 
State Park. The area also offers complimentary space 
to many charities so they may promote public aware- 
ness and host fundraising opportunities. 

The Tribe continued its tradition as a major sup- 
porter of Winterfest as the event’s title sponsor again 
in 2008. 
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Aspiring Tribal DJs Attend ‘Scratching’ Class 

BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Education Dept, joined 
forces with the Scratch DJ Academy of Miami for a 
scratching seminar, which outlined the techniques used 
in this DJing art form, at the Hollywood Community 
Center Jan. 7. 

Tribal citizens Joey Tigertail, Amanda Dicarlo, 

Elizabeth Frank, Justin Frank, Jonathan Frank, Richard 
Primeaux and Kenny Descheene all came out to expe- 
rience the hands on training of the seminar. 

Director of the Scratch DJ Academy of Miami and 
lead instructor Jamie Keogh, known to many as DJ 
Immortal, taught the students the basics of a vinyl 
record and the scratching recording equipment. 

“Scratching is definitely an art form,” Keogh said. 

“I live and breathe scratching.” 

Keogh said Scratch DJ Academy was founded in 
New York in 2002 with the help of Jason Mizell, also 
known as Jam Master Jay of the group Run DMC. He 
said the academy is the first official DJ school in the 
world. 

Classes take place in six week semesters, and the 
Scratch DJ Academy has taught students of all ages, 
even as young as 8, Keogh said. 

At the beginning of the semester each student 
receives a curriculum outlining the basis of DJing. 

Once they finish their classes, Scratch DJ Academy 
helps the graduates get started in the business by sched- 
uling their first DJ gig. 

For more information about Scratch DJ Academy, 
please visit scratch.com. 




Known as the “Horse Whisperer,” Paul Daily saddles the horse after taming him in less than a 


‘Horse Whisperer’ Holds Clinic for Seminoles 
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BY MARISOL GONZELEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Seminole Recreation 
Dept, sponsored a wild horse taming session on the 
Hollywood ball field Jan. 6. 

Recreation Dept. Director Moses “Bigg” Jumper 
Jr., a horse owner himself, emceed the event and pro- 
vided the untamed horse which Paul Daily, known as 
the Horse Whisperer, tamed at the event. 

Daily, of Wild Horse Ministries in Trout, La., has 
performed horse taming in 28 states, as well as Canada, 
Uruguay and other parts of South America. He has done 
more than 2,000 demonstrations since 1997. He said he 
rarely knows the horse’s owner and generally works 
with horses that have never been saddled or ridden. 

Calling it his “gentle method of training,” Daily 
focuses on three key factors, attention, trust and sub- 
mission, when training. Daily said he relates horse 
training to the teachings of God, and bases his instruc- 
tion on trust, faith, obedience and love. 



Marisol Gonzalez 


Moses “Bigg” Jumper Jr. looks on as Paul Daily tames the 
wild horse. 



Marisol Gonzalez 


Recreation Dept. Director Moses “Bigg” Jumper Jr. prepares 
to release the wild horse into the ring. 


“This is the first day of the rest of his life,” Daily 
said about the horse he would work with. 

Daily enters the horse ring area and makes various 
body language movements to get the animal’s attention 
and gain its trust. In less than two hours of working 
with the horse, he successfully saddles it so it can be 
ridden. 

Although Daily has performed this feat for more 
than a decade, he said he leams more about horses each 
time he works with them. 

“There is more about a horse that you don’t know, 
than you do,” Daily said. 

Last year Daily tamed 119 horses, but said he set a 
goal for himself to train more this year than last. 

Daily, who has conducted similar seminars at Trib- 
al functions throughout the years, said he will come 
back anytime anyone from the Tribe invites him. 
According to Jumper, he will have Daily back for more 
seminars in the future. 

“This is a gift for the horses, and a good opportu- 
nity to get the horses broken,” Jumper said. 

Jumper has approximately 20 Seminole Spanish 
Blood horses, commonly known as “cracker horses.” 
He said he uses them for war reenactments including 
Big Cypress Shootout, held annually in February. 

For more information about Wild Horse Ministries, 
please visit wildhorseministries.com 



Paul Daily gains the horse’s trust as part of his training methods. 


Board Members Attend Regular Meeting 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Tribal Board of Directors 
met on the Hollywood Reservation Dec. 15, 2008. They 
passed five resolutions on the agenda, including: 

Resolution 5: Approval of the amended and restat- 
ed supplemental executive retirement plan; 

Resolution 6: Agreement for the release and return 
of the facility of Nancy Motlow on the Immokalee 


Reservation used by the Board as a smoke shop; 

Resolution 7: Approval of release of property on 
the Big Cypress Reservation for the construction of the 
Ecolodge; 

Resolution 8: Approval of business lease for a por- 
tion of the premises at 335 1 N. State Road 7 on the Hol- 
lywood Reservation; and, 

Resolution 9: Approval of operating agreement for 
Sempar, A Seminole Company, LLC, and the limited 
wavier of sovereign immunity contained therein. 


Special Council Meeting Held in Big Cypress 


BY CHRIS C. JE NKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Tribal Council met on the Big 
Cypress Reservation Dec. 23, 2008 for a special meet- 


ing. They passed one item on the agenda. 

Resolution 4: Resolution for an extension of the 
approved Forest Management Plan for the Seminole 
Reservations for a nine month period. 
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S.W.A.M.P. Youth Honor Seniors with Appreciation Dinner 



Valerie Marone 

Kayla Nelson hands out cookie baskets to the 



Valerie Marone 

S.W.A.M.P. parent volunteer Ethel Gopher 
serves dinner. 


BY VALERIE MARONE 
Family Services Dept. 

BRIGHTON — S.W.A.M.P., Semi- 
noles Without Addictions Make Progress, 
club members joined forces with the mem- 
bers of the Seminole Police Department’s 
Mentoring Program to show their apprecia- 
tion for Brighton’s community seniors by 
serving a spaghetti dinner on Dec. 4, 2008. 

After dinner, the Karaoke machine 
warmed up and youth and seniors sang 
some Christmas songs in Creek, followed 
by contemporary songs. Later during the 
evening, the youth called Bingo numbers, 
verified the winners and passed out the 
prizes to the seniors. 

Judging by the smiles on the faces of 


both the youth and seniors in attendance, 
everyone had a great time; in fact, one sen- 
ior exclaimed: “We should do this again 
sometime.” 

S.W.A.M.P. youth raised money for the 
event by having a car wash, bake sale and 
booth at the Brighton Halloween carnival. 
The SPD Mentoring Program provided bas- 
kets with cookies for the seniors to take 
home, while S.W.A.M.P. parent volunteers 
including Ethel Gopher also assisted in 
making the event a success. 

The idea for the dinner came from the 
S.W.A.M.P. ’s Youth Prevention Committee. 
They wanted to do something for their com- 
munity and are planning other future proj- 
ects. 




Chastity Harmon and Mary Jo Micco sing together. 



Valerie Marone 

(L-R) Shirley Sampson and Mary Jo Micco sing 
Karaoke. 



Shule Jones enjoys her dessert. 
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Fort Pierce Community 
Celebrates Red Ribbon Week 


Family Services Dept. 


FT. PIERCE — Members of the Ft. Pierce com- 
munity attended a Red Ribbon Week celebration on 
Dec. 2, 2008 at the Ranch’s Chickee. 

Although the weather turned chilly, it was heart 
warming to see the adults and children who came out to 
take a stand against drug abuse in their community. 

The evening started with a welcome from Family 
Services Dept, staff members Jodi King and Val 
Marone, who also handed out information on the pur- 
pose behind Red Ribbon Week. 


Valerie Marone 

Shmerion Tommie and grandfather, Shamy Sr., work on a 
“Say No to Drugs” poster. 


SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA 


Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Dennis Gonzales and Taylor Osceola put their hogs through the showmanship exercises being taught at the swine clin- 
ic in Immokalee. 


First taking place in 1985, Red Ribbon Week hon- 
ors Drug Enforcement Administration Agent Enrique 
“Kiki” Camarena, who was murdered in Mexico while 
fighting the war on drugs. Friends, family members and 
co-workers began wearing a red ribbon in his honor, 
and before long, the entire country joined in. 

During the event, the attendees also made “Just 
Say No to Drugs” posters and watched the movie 
“Righteous Vendetta,” which is based on Camarena’s 
work in Mexico. 

Community members will judge the posters and 
the top two will be immortalized on Red Ribbon Week 
T-shirts in 2009. 


Valerie Marone 

(L-R) Quentin Tommie, Fletcher Sanders and Sylvia Tommie 
enjoy the Ft. Pierce Red Ribbon Week celebration. 


4-H Club Members Attend Hog Weigh-In 

BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — Immokalee’s 4-H Swine Pro- 
gram participants attended a showmanship clinic and 
the initial weigh-in for their hog projects on Jan. 3. 

Agricultural Extension Agent Michael Bond con- 
ducted the clinic with the assistance of 4-H Swine 
Leader Donnie Hayes. Dividing the 4-H’ers into man- 
ageable segments, they took four to six youngsters and 
their swine into the exercise arena at a time. 

“A million dollar smile will be the most valuable 
tool that you take into the show ring,” said Bond. 

“Always keep your eye on the judge and never walk 
between him and your hog. Dress appropriately, be pre- 
pared for the unexpected, and exercise courtesy at all 
times.” 

Each of the potential exhibitors received individual 
attention in the proper handling of their hog. They were 
coached on possible inquiries from the judge, parts of 
their animal and cuts of meat. 

The initial swine weigh-in took place following the 
clinic, with the youngsters driving their animals to and 
from the scales. Crowding around the operation, the 
youngsters attempted to guess the weight of each ani- 
mal and were given tips concerning weight gain, mus- 
cle tone, exercise and feed selection for various growth 
stages. 

“The judges will be looking for hogs with finished 
weights between 230 and 300 pounds this year,” said 
Bond. “The average weight gain is two to three pounds 
per day and you have 82 days until show time. You need 
to evaluate your animal and use this time wisely.” Ethan Aguilar urges his pig, M&M, toward the scale in the 

Immokalee Hog Barn. 


Family Day Highlights Importance 
of Parent Involvement 

BY VALERIE MARONE 
Family Services Dept. 

FT. PIERCE — Members of the Ft. Pierce Semi- 
nole Community celebrated Family Day under the chic- 
kee at Chupco’s Ranch on Dec. 29, 2008. 

Representatives from the Family Services Dept, 
highlighted the importance of Family Day at the event. 

The main reasons for the event included reminding par- 
ents about the importance of staying involved in their 
children’s lives, and encouraging families to talk with 
their children while eating together. 

According to research conducted by the National 
Center on Addiction and Substance Abuse, the more 
often a family eats and talks together, the less likely the 
children will have friends who use illegal drugs or 
abuse prescription drugs. Also, these children tend to 
get better grades in school and are less likely to smoke, 
drink and use drugs. 

Representatives from various Tribal departments 
were also on hand to share valuable information with 
the community. 

Barbara Boling, health educator for the Allied 
Health Dept., shared healthy eating tips and gave exam- 
ples of easy and delicious menus that families can cook 
together. Sgt. Angela Comito, Theresa Bass and Holly 


Marty Tommie enjoys the Family Day dinner. 


Ramsey of the Seminole Police Dept, came prepared 
with games fashioned after the NBC reality TV show 
“Fear Factor” to help keep the family-themed dialogue 
flowing while allowing everyone to have a fun time. 
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Three generations of the Tommie family, (L-R) Shmerion, Jarvis Jr., Shamy, Tamia, Tammy and Wanda, spend time together 
at the Family Day event. 
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Know the Rules for Children Staying Home Alone 


SUBMITTED BY SEMINOLE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

In today’s busy society, many children care for 
themselves before or after school, and at other times 
throughout the year. 

Although the American Academy of Pediatrics rec- 
ommends adult supervision for children until the age of 
11 or 12, for many families this isn’t possible. When 
faced with this situation, maturity should be the deter- 
mining factor in whether a child should be left alone. 

There are a number of important points families 
should consider prior to allowing their children to be 
self-supervised. 

Parents and guardians need to assess their children. 
Does he or she have the personality, self-confidence, 
and judgment skills to accept this responsibility? Will 
the experience be positive and help build and enhance 
the child’s self-image, or will the experience promote 
additional anxiety in the child who may be afraid to stay 
alone? 

Having a family conference to discuss the arrange- 
ment is a good place to start. House rules, expectations 
of each family member and a daily routine should be 
defined. At the end of the day, 
parents and guardians may also 
use the experience to have regu- 
lar family meetings to help 
ensure the arrangement is still 
working and identity any alter- 
ations needing to be made. 

Here are some steps your 
family may take to help ensure a 
positive afterschool experience. 

Before allowing your child 

to go home alone, you 
should... 

Determine if there are other 
community resources or organi- 
zations providing care and sup- 
port for children who are home 
alone. 

Ask your child how he or she feels about being 
alone. Is your child afraid to be left alone, or does he or 
she have the maturity and initiative to assume that 
responsibility? 

Decide if you feel your child is able to follow 
directions and solve problems on his or her own. 

Determine how long your child will be alone, how 
accessible you or another trusted adult will be in case of 
an emergency, and how safe the neighborhood is by 
contacting your law enforcement agency and checking 
the incidence and types of crime in your neighborhood. 

Make sure you’ve set specific rules to be followed 
by your child while he or she is alone, and give your 
child specific instructions about how to reach you at all 
times. This should also include information about what 
to do if a child needs assistance and can’t reach you 
right away. 

Remember you’re in charge, even if it is from a 
distance. 

Once you ’ve decided to proceed, you should 
check to make sure your child knows... 

His or her lull name, address and telephone num- 
bers. 

Your full name, the exact name of the place where 
you work, your work telephone number, and any cellu- 
lar telephone numbers you may have. 


How to make a telephone call to request help in an 
emergency using 91 1 or appropriate number(s) in your 
area. 

How to carry his or her house key so it is hidden 
and secure. Your name and address should not be on the 
key, and it may be wise to leave an extra key with a 
trusted friend or neighbor. 

Not to walk or play alone on the way home, and 
never take shortcuts home. 

What to do if he or she is being followed. If that 
happens your child should turn around, run in the oppo- 
site direction to a designated place to get help, and tell 
a trusted adult what happened. 

To always check out the home before entering 
looking for such things as open, ajar, or broken doors 
and windows or anything that doesn’t look right. Go to 
a designated safe place to call for help if something 
doesn’t seem right. 

To always lock the door after entering and make 
sure the house is secure. 

To immediately check in with you upon returning 
home to let you know he or she has arrived safely. 

To tell callers you can’t come to the telephone and 
offer to take a message instead of 
letting people know he or she is 
alone. 

Not to open the door for or 
talk to anyone who comes to the 
home unless the person is a trust- 
ed family friend or relative, he or 
she feels comfortable being 
alone with that person, and the 
visit has been pre-approved by 
you. 

To stay alert for true emer- 
gencies such as a fire or gas- 
main leak that would require the 
need to leave the home. 

Check with you or another 
trusted adult if he or she is in 
doubt about anything. 

As a parent or guardian, you should make sure 
you have... 

A daily schedule of homework, chores, and activi- 
ties for your child to follow. 

A list kept close to the telephone including num- 
bers for you, law enforcement, the fire department, 
your doctor, a poison control center, and a trusted adult 
who’s available in case of an emergency. 

Written instructions about which, if any, appliances 
may be used; what to do in case of fire; and how o get 
out of the house if there is a fire. 

A plan if you are detained and what to do if your 
child’s plans change. 

Instructions about watching television, using a 
computer, talking on the telephone, and inviting friends 
over when you aren’t home. 

Time to discuss the day’s events with your child. 
Make sure he or she knows it is okay to discuss any- 
thing with you, especially something that may have 
made him or her feel scared, uncomfortable, or con- 
fused in any way. 

For more information about child-safety topics, 
please contact the Seminole Police Dept, at (954) 967- 
8900, or visit the National Center for Missing & 
Exploited Children’s website, missingkids.com. 



Meet SPD Sergeant Thomas Hopkins 


BY MARIS0L GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD 

Seminole Police Dept. Ser- 
geant Thomas Hopkins has 
worked for the department 
for nearly five years. 

Hopkins, originally 
from Hayward, Wis., 
moved to South Florida in 
1966. Prior to joining SPD, 

Hopkins retired as a police 
officer/K-9 officer from 
the city of Hollywood, 
where he worked for 32 
years. 

“My experience work- 
ing with the Tribe is differ- 
ent than when I worked 
with the city,” said Hopkins. “I have developed some 
relationships within the Tribe.” 

He currently works the night shift, patrolling the 


Hollywood Reservation, but has also helped out with 
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino surveillance and currently 
serves as his squad’s supervisor. As supervisor, Hopkins 
passes on his experience and knowledge of training 
methods to the younger members of his squad. 

Hopkins’ co-workers say he demonstrates leader- 
ship qualities with those he comes in contact with. He 
is also known to go out of his way to facilitate the needs 
of those who reside on the Hollywood Reservation. 

Along with his wife, Suzan, and one of his six chil- 
dren, Hopkins resides in Pembroke Pines, Fla. Two of 
Hopkins’ sons followed in his law enforcement foot- 
steps; one works with the city of Hollywood and the 
other with the Cook County Sheriff’s Office in Georgia. 
One of his daughters is a security specialist with the 
federal government and his daughter-in-law, Wendy, is 
a communications supervisor with SPD. 

In his free time, Hopkins said he enjoys freshwater 
fishing. 

SPD is proud to introduce its members who truly 
“Care for the Community,” as the slogan displayed on 
all departmental police cars reads. 



Why Women are Targeted for Crimes 


SUBMITTED BY SEMINOLE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Conventional stereotypes, outdated and untrue 
concepts about women may still be predominant in the 
minds of many criminals. They continue to view 
women as the weaker sex, and therefore as people who 
may be easily overpowered and dominated. 

When given the choice between assaulting a man 
or a woman, most criminals admit that they would 
choose the female every time. But women are fully 
capable of fighting back. 

Muggings And Robberies 

Men are often subjected to being robbed or 
mugged, but women remain the most common victims 
of these crimes. Assailants tend to assume that women 
will be more passive and give up without a fight. When 
a predator is armed, and yet, non-threatening, the best 
thing to do is comply and be as cooperative as possible. 
However, these incidents can sometimes take a turn for 
the worse and become violent. 

Sex Crimes 

Women are often targeted by predators for sexual 
assault, but not necessarily for the reason most people 
would imagine. 

Usually it is less about the physical act, and more 
about attaining a level of control over another human 
being. Certain depraved individuals seek to hold power 
over others and view rape as the ultimate form of dom- 
ination. 

Avoidance 

The best possible resolution to crimes against 
women is to do anything possible to prevent them from 
happening. Criminals look for women who are alone, 
and in areas that are poorly lit. This gives them the 
chance to stay hidden and gain the element of surprise 
during an attack. 

To avoid this possibility, women should park in 
public places with good lighting, walk with others 


whenever possible and not linger in dark areas. 

When walking alone, women should realize they 
may give off the impression of being timid or afraid. 
This can be avoided by walking quickly and holding 
your head high in a self-assured manner. Stay alert and 
be aware of everyone and everything in your general 
vicinity. A predator that is looking for easy prey will 
less likely attack someone who looks confident and 
capable of putting up a fight. 

Whether driving or walking by themselves, women 
should be aware they may be being watched or even 
followed. Pay close attention to the people and vehicles 
that are around you, and if you believe someone is trail- 
ing you, do not go home. 

Drive to a police station or walk towards a public 
location. Get to a spot that is safe and has other people 
around, which will cause the stalker to back off. Never 
lead someone to your residence because you don’t want 
a predator to know where you live. 

Fight Back! 

Modem women do not fit the old stereotype that 
females are mousy and weak. When there is no way to 
avoid a criminal, the goal becomes basic survival. 

Fight back in any way you can; use your purse, 
hands, feet and anything else as a weapon. You may 
wish to take a self-defense class that will leave you bet- 
ter equipped to subdue an assailant, but the important 
thing is to strike hard, strike quickly and get away safe- 
ty- 

Another effective method of self-defense involves 
carrying a non lethal weapon. Security devices like pep- 
per spray, stun guns and Tasers will give you the upper 
hand, and allow you to subdue any assailant. 

Always be ready for anything when you are in pub- 
lic, and if you are assaulted, put up a strong fight that 
will make your attacker wish he hadn’t targeted a 
woman for a crime. 
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Fundamental Enterprises, Inc. 


Located on the Immokalee Reservation at 

304 Lena Frank Drive 
Immokalee, FL 34142 

Office 239-867-5442 
Cell 239-503-481 1 

For Information ask for Lori Lara or Benny Motlow 

Notary Services Available 
Open All Year Around 

1040, 1040A, 1 040 EZ 
And Business Returns 

$$$ Get Your Money Fast (1-2 Days) $$$ 
BANK PRODUCTS 
RAL'S (Refund Anticipation Loan) 
RT'S (Refund Transfers) 

Certified ERO provider by the IRS 

Quality of Service You Deserve At a Price You Can Afford 
1 0 Years of Quality Experience 



All Tribal Members 
***COUPON*** 

$25.00 OFF ANY 
REGULAR PRICED RETURN 

(EXPIRES 4/15/2009) 

All Tribal Children Returns Priced at $50.00 


8A • The Seminole Tribune • January 30, 2009 


The largest SUVFfeet in South Florida and The lowest prices. 

Fleet: Ferrari, Porsche, Larnborghlni, Hummer H 2 , Cadillac Escalade 200©, Chrysler 300. 


HS 


MILLENIUM LIMO, INC. 

www.milleniumlimoxom 

Over 18 Hummers, Chryslers, Mercedes and Escalades to choose froml 

% 


Party Bus ( el*j < j 

Starting out at $55/hrfor Regular Limos 
$ 99/hr for Hummer H2 Limos and Escalade Limos 



Seminole Edition | sna w zom^Pawgai Independence Edition I fJertsr h 2.2«* »p»wqa 



Rolls Royce | Wdj-iKJ.aPfcu*^ 

22-Seat 2008 Hummer H2 
Eagle 1 Edition 


Range Rover Sport | BUttiisaej « 



LnUiWjSltrtll 

lihJn 


2$ajcWlwcti 


(Rvid'dintf 

S-nvki 


t-ulMjfnrili 
Kliinvnl Oiling 


4300 IV. 
Suu[tlS->i 


DvnnMWAM 


^ Uplift Las v^ai iitrf tilxtobm 


Weddings * Night Outs * Excursions ■ Much More * Airport Port Transfers 
Fax: 954-743-5552 ■ Email: milleniumilmos@aol.conn 
We cover the following counties: Let Collier, Dade. Broward, Palm Beach 

1 - 800 - 808-2062 


Princess Pageant Committee Creates Workshops 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Princess Pageant Commit- 
tee will begin a series of Seminole history workshops 
this year in what committee members hope will become 
a new tradition for pageant contestants. 

The workshops will enhance each young lady’s 
knowledge of Tribal heritage, history, and customs, as 
well as their etiquette and public speaking skills. 

The first four hour gathering took place in Novem- 
ber 2008 at the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum. Everett Osce- 
ola from the Hollywood Reservation and Marty Bowers 
from Big Cypress served as guest lecturers, and work- 
shop attendees learned about topics including the First 
and Third Seminole Wars. 

Princess Pageant Committee Chairwoman Wanda 
Bowers said the workshops will help to educate the 
contestants and also bring in more of them, as the 2008 
pageant had the most entrants in the event’s 5 1 year his- 
tory. In the 2008 pageant, 1 1 ladies competed for the Jr. 
Miss crown, and five for the Miss Seminole title. 

“We want to start working with them to give them 
different presentation ideas, if nothing else,” Bowers, 
the 1968-69 Seminole Princess, explained. “We want to 
prepare them in advance, and the committee decided 
that we need to get these girls ready and prepared and 
not just leave them to handle it all themselves.” 

She said workshop attendees, which included cur- 
rent and past Seminole royalty, got the chance to hear 
information about their history that came directly from 
the sources — fellow Tribal citizens. 

“It was pretty interesting because the things we 
learned about we never knew,” said 2008-09 Jr. Miss 
Florida Seminole Amber Craig. “It helped teach us 
about who we are, and where we came from.” 

Bowers said those who attend the workshops, 
including Miss Florida Seminole 2006-07 Brittany 
Yescas, not only receive valuable information, but they 
can also provide it to the other attendees. 

“[Yescas] gave the class some good information, 
and it was not just from the history books, but it actual- 
ly came down from her family,” Bowers said. 

Bowers said the most important pageant traditions 
and expectations have not changed over the years, even 
dating back to the early days with some of the first 
princesses, Laura Mae Osceola, and the first-ever 
princess, Connie Frank Gowen. 

However, the experiences and opportunities of 
those crowned have changed. She said custom-made 
outfits, prize money, a car and traveling now come with 
the territory of wearing the crown. 

One memorable opportunity came recently in Sep- 
tember of 2008 for Miss Florida Seminole D’Anna 
Osceola. The princess attended the 40th annual Semi- 



Special guest Idaho Miss Shoshonee Ban nick Princess Leela 
Abrahamson (L) and Jr. Miss Florida Seminole Amber Craig 
(R) together during the intermission of the workshop. 


nole Nation Days in Seminole, Okla. Osceola along 
with Chairman Mitchell Cypress and Jr. Miss Seminole 
Amber Craig, represented the Tribe participating in a 
parade and other weekend festivities. 

Bowers said she hopes the workshops continue to 
grow and become a monthly event, with the first meet- 
ing of the New Year held Jan. 24; she said the work- 
shops will be at the Clewiston Inn in Clewiston, Fla. All 
the work, of course, will continue to be in preparation 
for July’s pageant. 

“I always say you’re never too old to learn,” Bow- 
ers said. “I even picked up some information about our 
history while I listened in.” 

Other special guests who attended included Miss 
Florida Seminole 2005-06 Christine McCall and Idaho 
Miss Shoshonee Bannick Princess Leela Abrahamson. 

For more information, please call Wanda Bowers at 
(954) 966-6300, Ext. 11468, or Mercedes Osceola- 
HahnatExt. 11162. 


Princesses Attend Seminole Nation Days 


Photos submitted by Lorene Gopher 

At Right: Miss Florida Seminole 
D’Anna Osceola attended the Seminole 
Nation Days in Seminole, Okla. during the 
weekend of Sept. 19, 2008. She, along 
with Jr. Miss Florida Seminole Amber 
Craig and Chairman Mitchell Cypress, 
participated in numerous activities 
throughout the weekend, including the 
annual parade. Lorene Gopher, Miss 
Seminole D’Anna Osceola’s grandmother, 
drove her through the parade route in a 
convertible car, as she represented the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida. Osceola said 
she enjoyed visiting the Seminoles in the 
state of Oklahoma. 

Below: Jr. Miss Amber Craig and 
Miss Seminole D’Anna Osceola (C) with 
members of the Seminole Nation of Okla- 
homa Color Guard and the Tribal princess. 
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2009 SEMINOLE TRIBAL FAIR 
Little Mr. & Little Miss Seminole 
Contest - Application 
Friday, February 13, 2009 5:00 PM 
Flard Rock Live 

Contestant # 


(check one) Lillie Miss SeminoEe Little Mr Seminole _ 

Date: Reservation: 


Child's Name:. 
Enrollment #: 


. Age;. 


Date of Birth 


Signature (circle one} 
-Tribal Member Parent 
-Guardian 


Print Name 


Contestants must be an enrolled tribal member, 
between the ages of 5 - 7 years old 
and be a resident of the state of 
Florida by February \ r 200$. 

NO EXCEPTIONS. 


Registration deadline is 

Monday, February 9, 2009 - 5:00pm. 
Contestants must be preregistered, 
Absolutely NO applications will be 
accepted after February 9, 2009. 


Confirm that your applications have been received by 
fax or waJk-in r s to the Secretary's office. 

Call (9 S4) -966-6300 ext. 1 1 4GB to Wanda or 
Leila at ext. 1 1463 

or your local princess committee member. 


CONTACTS: FAX NO. (954) 967-3488 
Hollywood - Wanda Bowers (954) 966-6300 ext. 11468 
Brighton - Salma Dorgan (853) 763-3866 
Big Cypress - Alice Billie (S63) 902-3200 
Emmokalee - Crystal Salinas (239) 8G7-530Q 
Tampa - Tracy Massey (813) 246-3100 
Ft. Pierce - Mary Stombdi (772) 467-2454 
Trail Seminoles - Shawndra Billie (305) 553-8245 
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?■» All Tribal Members 
and Employees. . . 

GET $1000 


Ed Morse Sawgrass Auto Mall is now offering Mi Seminole tribal members 
and employees really great deals! That’s right, all tribe members and 
employees, including everyone who works at the Seminole Hard Rock Casino, 
can now get big savings and all financing incentives for which they qualify 
on five GM brands of new vehicles and over 150 used vehicles. 

The New 2009 Models Are Here! Over 1 000 Vehicles In Stock! 


THE BEST COVERAGE IN AMERICA 

5 YEARS/ 100,000 MILES 

• POWERTRAIN WARRANTY 

• COURTESY TRANSPORTATION 

• ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 
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Proudly Serving the Seminole & 


Tribe for over IS years! 


Concerts | Theatre I Sports 

Local, National, and Worldwide Events 

Weed travel arrangements? Calf usl 
We take care of all your travel needs 
including: 

Hotels r Airlines, and Cruises 
FrontRowUSA is up front 
and honest , putting you up front! 


ALL CONCERTS, SPORTS AMD THEATRE TICKETS AVAILABLE 
NATIONWIDE AMD WQftLOWECJE ORDER TOUR TICKETS ONLINE AT 
WWW.FftaNTft 0 WUSA.COM Oft BY PHONE 

(954) 455-1929 OR (800) 446 8499 

We DELIVER TO YOU - ALL MA|OR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


Proudly Serving the Seminole & Miccosukee Tribe for over IS years! 
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Education B 


Lecture Series 
Highlights Work 
of Christian 
Missionaries 

Brian Zepeda Discusses How 
Groups Came to Seminole 
Country During Museum’s 
Ongoing Lecture Series, 
‘Seminole Moments’ 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The topic of Chris- 
tian missionaries in Seminole Country held 
Tribal citizen’s and employee’s interest on 
Dec. 17, 2008 in the latest presentation of 
the ongoing Seminole Moments lecture 
series. 

For centuries, the religion has been a 
fixture within the Tribe. 

“Oftentimes we talk about Seminole 
history, tradition and culture, but we forget 
there is a time when missionaries began to 
influence the culture as well,” Ah-Tah-Thi- 
Ki Museum Chief Historic Resources Offi- 
cer Tina Osceola said. “The value systems 
are also important to understand in explain- 
ing this process.” 

Museum Operations Manager Brian 
Zepeda spoke to those in attendance about 
its historical origins. 

“My role was to not tell whether it was 
good or bad just to give them the history,” 
Zepeda explained. “It all depends on your 
point of view.” 

Zepeda said many Tribal citizens 
embrace both Christianity and traditional 
beliefs. He said the Baptist and Methodist 
faiths are the most popular Christian sects 
amongst Seminoles. However, many Semi- 
nole Christians also participate in the 
Stomp Dance, Green Com ceremonies, tra- 
ditional fasts and other rituals. 

Please see MOMENTS * Page 3B 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Brian Zepeda discusses how Christianity made 
its way to the Seminole Tribe. 



Charter School Students Perform in Physical Education Showcase 


BY RACHE L BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Par- 
ents and teachers gathered 
in the breezeway at 
Pemayetv Emahakv Char- 
ter School Dec. 19, 2008 to 
watch a physical education 
showcase put on by stu- 
dents. 

Each grade performed 
a different physical routine 
to music. 

The kindergarteners 
put on a parachute routine 
to the song “If We Didn’t 
Have Colors.” The 
school’s first graders also 
performed a parachute rou- 
tine, and performed more 
advanced tricks including 
one where they all crawled 
under the parachute to 
make a big bubble. 

The second graders 
mixed things up, perform- 
ing a routine that incorpo- 
rated hand clapper noise 
makers. The third graders 
dropped the hand clappers, 
and instead painted their 


hands different colors and 
performed a hand routine 
with a partner. 

The fourth grade stu- 
dents got down with a 
jump rope performance to 
rap music where the stu- 
dents took turns doing solo 
jump rope acts. The fifth 
graders dressed in jerseys 
for their basketball routine, 
performing different drib- 
bling skills. 

Throughout the show- 
case, the different classes 
also performed holiday 
songs for the crowd. The 
first graders wore antlers 
and sang “Up on the 
Housetop,” while Ms. 
Webber’s kindergarten 
class sang “Jingle Bells” 
and Ms. Duncan’s kinder- 
garten class performed to a 
holiday Walt Disney song 
sung by Mickey Mouse. 

Principal Russell 
Brown ended the program 
with closing remarks con- 
gratulating the students on 
completing their first full 
semester. 



Rachel Buxton 


Students from the third grade class clap to the music during their performance. 


Prospective Students Learn About Tribal Education Opportunities at College Career Fair 



Marisol Gonzalez 

(L-R) David Nunez and daughter, Amelia, stop at the Florida 
State University booth for more information. 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Edu- 
cation Dept, hosted the annual Col- 
lege Career Fair in the Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino ballrooms Jan 12. 

Colleges, universities and vari- 
ous Tribal departments shared infor- 
mation pertaining to different fields 
of interest with an audience of 
prospective students, Tribal young- 
sters and their parents. 

Some of the participants in 
attendance included Florida State 
University, the University of Central 
Florida, Johnson & Wales Universi- 
ty, Broward College and the Classic 
Cooking Academy in Scottsdale, 
Ariz. Representatives from Tribal 
departments, including Information 
Technology, Human Resources and 
Seminole Media Productions, also 
provided jobseekers with informa- 
tion on opportunities within their 
departments. 

Those at each organization’s 
booth shared information and 
answered questions from the event 
attendees. 

Amelia Nunez attended the 
event with her father, David, and 


sister, Alicia. Nunez said she wanted 
to get as much information as possi- 
ble to figure out what classes she 
needs to take in order to be prepared 
to attend college. She said she hopes 
to attend either the University of 
Florida, Florida State or Duke Uni- 
versity. 

During the fair, speakers high- 
lighted the importance of complet- 
ing a higher education program. 

President Richard Bowers Jr., 
Trail Liaison William Osceola and 
Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. 
Max B. Osceola Jr. spoke to the 
crowd and urged the youth to con- 
tinue their education beyond high 
school. The three emphasized that 
the youth of today will run the Tribe 
of tomorrow. 

Guest speaker and former 
Miami Dolphins player Nat Moore 
spoke to the fair attendees about the 
importance of higher education. 

“Knowledge is the only thing 
you can ever get that no one can 
take away from you,” Moore said. 

He added that no one is too old 
to educate themselves, and said the 
Tribe provides endless opportunities 
for students to get the best education 
possible. 


The Broadcasting Dept, from 
Seminole Media Productions assist- 
ed the Education Dept, in creating a 
video that focused on Tribal citizens 
and their education. The video was 
shown at the event, and Education 
Dept. Director Emma Johns said the 
video would be shown at Career 
Fairs in the coming years. 

She read a letter of gratitude to 
the Director of Seminole Media 
Productions Danny Jumper. In the 
letter she recognized three depart- 
ment employees, Roberta Schicchi, 
Dennis Pellarin and Celso Contreras 
from Broadcasting, for their hard 
work, dedication and professional- 
ism from start to finish of the proj- 
ect. 

Johns also recognized parent 
volunteer Virginia Osceola and 
thanked her for all her help through- 
out the years. She also acknowl- 
edged the Education Dept, staff for 
their efforts with the fair, as well as 
generally going above and beyond 
in their daily job responsibilities. 

Johns urged Tribal citizens not 
to hesitate to contact her employees 
for assistance with all their educa- 
tion-related questions and needs. 



Marisol Gonzalez 

Former Miami Dolphins player Nat Moore speaks to the stu- 
dents about the importance of continuing their education. 
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Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School Students Honored 

Awards for October 13-24 , 2008 


Kindergarten 

Mrs. Duncan - Alonnie Gore 
Mrs. Webber - Ramone Baker 

First Grade 

Mrs. Davis - Tucker Johns 
Mrs. Ringstaff - Keira French 
Mrs. Hudson - Robert Harris 


Second Grade 

Mrs. Ball - Conner Thomas 
Mrs. Moss - Lance Howard 

Third Grade 

Mrs. Clements - Richard Harris 
Mrs. Pryor - Brady Rhodes 


Fourth Grade 

Mrs. Tedders - Rylee Osceola 
Mrs. Williams - Martina Herrera 

Fifth Grade 

Mrs. Dobbs - Keyana Nelson 
Mrs. Finney - Michael Garcia 



Awards for October 28-November 11, 2008 


Kindergarten 


Second Grade 


Fourth Grade 


Mrs. Duncan - Dathen Garcia 
Mrs. Webber - Morgan Yates 


Mrs. Ball - Tyler Howard 
Mrs. Moss - Andrew Fish 


Mrs. Tedders - Lame Sedatol 
Mrs. Willaims - Odessa King 


First Grade 


Third Grade 


Fifth Grade 


Mrs. Davis - Tanner Shore 
Mrs. Ringstaff - Alexis Gore 


Mrs. Clements - Bly Davidson 
Mrs. Pryor - Layne Thomas 


Mrs. Dobbs - Elizabeth Johns 
Mrs. Finney - Harley Johns 




SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA 


Emma Johns 
Director of Education 
3100 N 63 Avenue 
Hollywood, FL 33024 
Phone: 954-989-6840 
FAX: 954-893-8856 



Tribal Officer: 

MITCHELL CYPRESS 

Chairman 

RICHARD BOWERS 

President 

PRISCILLA D.SAYEN 

Secretary 

MICHAEL TIGER 

Treasurer 


Close-up Washington, DC trip for 9 th - 12 th Grade Students 



The Close Up program in Washington D.C. will be held from February 8 th - 14 th , 2009. 

We would like all 9 th -12 th graders to join us on this exciting, close up look at US 
government, Explore Korea, Vietnam and WWII Memorials. You will also meet many 
other Native Americans your age from various tribes along the Eastern Seaboard. There 
is a lot to see and do and we hope you can join us. 

STUDENTS MUST HAVE A 2.0 GPA AND GOOD ATTENDANCE TO ATTEND 

THE TRIP! 

If you are interested please contact the Education Department 
on your reservation. 
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NATIVE BOOK REVIEW BY RAMONA KIYOSHK 


[Editor s Note: Ramona Kiyoshk is a freelance 
writer and member of the Ojibway First Nation of 
Walpole Island, Ontario. The opinions she expresses 
are her own. She can be reached at satin.moc- 
casins@gmail. com.] 

Will Bird, a former bush pilot and renowned Cree 
adventurer, lies comatose in a Moosenee hospital, 
hooked up to a life- sustaining monitor. From the 
inside of that misty dream world, he recalls his journey 
from boyhood to the present. 

At his bedside is Will’s young niece who is narrat- 
ing another side of the story. Annie reluctantly visits 
Will every day, talking to him, hoping her voice and 
stories will reach him, waken him and bring him back. 
The story switches back and forth between these two 
voices. 

Early in the story author Joseph Boyden mentions 
a parallel universe. That reference is more than a 
metaphor for the two central characters whose actions 
connect all the players in this tale 
of mystery, adventure and mysti- 
cism set in Ontario’s Far North 
and in Toronto, the province’s 
glittering Mecca. 

Boyden is of Canadian 
Metis descent who teaches at the 
university in New Orleans and 
who recently ran creative writing 
workshops in James Bay, 

Ontario, where this story is set. 

Reviewers have already 
written myriad words about this 
novel, the follow-up to another 
stellar work, Three Day Road, 
both books exploding onto the 
popular literary scene like twin 
shooting stars. It has all been said 
or written: Praise for a skilled 
storyteller with a grasp of the 
narrative, an affection for the ter- 
rible beauty of the tundra, the 
constant battle of wits with the 
land and weather to stay alive. 

That is the backbone of an Arctic 
adventure. 

The other more subtle side 
of this story is the way Boyden 
captures the spirit of the people 
and their ties to the land. The 
writer, a professor at a Louisiana 
University who was raised in the 
Toronto suburbs and who has only 
tenuous Metis ties to the north 
where he once taught briefly, man- 
ages to grasp and articulate the 
essence of being Cree, the people 
who thrived in Canada’s challeng- 
ing Hudson Bay area centuries 
before Europeans found them. 

Perhaps it is Boyden’s gift as a storyteller that 
enables him to see the beauty in the poverty, the strug- 
gle and the daily ennui. The community that most vis- 
itors would look down on with pity bustles with 
warmth, energy and families who care about each 
other. 

Boyden writes about people celebrating a suc- 
cessful hunt, nurturing a new baby or experiencing the 
thrill of a teen crush. We see people dealing with dis- 
ease, death, heartbreak and disappointment, a people 
living in the fallout of misguided government policies, 


officially sanctioned lies, broken by cruel colonial 
attempts to “civilize” them. Boyden writes passionate- 
ly, with an eye for detail, texture and sensations. 

Greed brings evil to the community. A bootleg- 
ging family named the Netmakers conspires with biker 
dope dealers to transport the worst of city street drugs 
to the town. While kids are dying from chemical 
abuse, the Netmakers are living high. Someone 
becomes an informer and Will is blamed, making him 
the target of violence. He is also blamed for a missing 
member of the Netmakers, who left town with Will’s 
other niece Suzanne. Neither has been heard from for 
months. 

The drama of being young in tundra country is 
played out in Annie’s varied roles as rebellious daugh- 
ter, skilled trapper, seasoned snowmobile driver, tom 
sister, best friend and devoted niece. In this closed 
world, family and friendship are everything. During 
what is supposed to be a relaxing trip to Toronto with 
her best friend, Annie 
meets people who knew 
Suzanne but are afraid to 
share what they know. 
Annie suspects that her 
sister is in danger and 
abandons her vacation to 
find her. 

Their separate 
odysseys take Annie and 
her uncle to startling lev- 
els of self-discovery. 
While the Netmakers 
harass and intimidate 
Will, forcing him to go 
into hiding before a final 
brutal beating, Annie 
searches for her missing 
sister who worked as a 
popular fashion model 
before she disappeared. 
Young Annie gets a first 
hand taste of the glamour, 
corruption and treachery 
of life in the high fashion 
worlds of Toronto, Mon- 
treal and New York City. 
Both Annie and her uncle 
will leam about loyalty 
and the power of friendship 
and family. 

Through Black Spruce 
is exceptional for its reveal- 
ing portrayal of the Crees of 
Moosenee and for its tangi- 
ble depiction of life in the 
North, as well as for the 
storytelling acumen of the 
author. 

The book is a wild and crazy ride until the end, 
where the final scenes are endearing but lack the 
potency of the rest of the story. Some reviewers had a 
problem with this, calling the ending anticlimactic. 
Personally, I don’t think I could have handled any 
more suspense and drama. 

Boyden writes in a fast-moving macho style. His 
refreshing perspective in this novel and its predeces- 
sor, Three Day Road, will do much for a misunder- 
stood part of our country. It is definitely a worthy win- 
ner of the prestigious and coveted 2008 Scotiabank 
Giller Prize. 


t 


JOSEPH BOYDEN 

THROUGH 

BLACK 

SPRUCE 


Title: Through Black Spruce 
Author: Joseph Boyden 
Published: September 2008 by 
Viking Canada 
Adult Fiction 
Hardcover: $35 
Pages: 256 
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Continued from page IB 

He also discussed influential 
figures in the Tribe’s history with 
Christianity including Seminole 
Medicine Man Josie Billie who 
played a crucial role in the mid- 
1940s, and Dr. Irenaeus Trout, rector 
of Good Shepherd Episcopal 
Church, who acted as an appointed 
missionary to the Seminoles. 

“The thing that I found the most 
interesting was the early history of 
the missionaries,” Big Cypress New 
Testament Baptist Church Pastor 
Arlen J. Payne said. “A lot of the 
information is not in print and is dif- 
ficult to find.” 

According to information found 
on the Tribe’s official website, semi- 
noletribe.com, the Episcopal Church 
established the Glade Cross Mission 
in Big Cypress in the 1890s. A sec- 
ond mission of the same name was 
established in Everglades, Fla., last- 
ing from 1933-1960. 

In 1907, the first Indian mission- 
aries came to the Florida Seminoles 
living near Indiantown east of Lake 
Okeechobee. The missionaries were 
Creek Baptist Indians from Oklaho- 
ma. The northern groups of Semi- 
noles were their main target and like 


the missionaries, they also spoke the 
Creek or Muscogee language. 

For more information and read- 
ing material, Zepeda recommended 
the following books: “The Semi- 
noles of Florida” by James W. Cov- 
ington, “Missions to the Calusa” by 
John H. Hann and “And with the 
Wagon Came God’s Word” by Betty 
Mae Jumper, which is available at 
the Tribe’s online Marketplace, 
http://stores.ebay.com/Seminole- 
Tribe-of-FL-Marketplace. 



Brian Zepeda 


Timeline of 
Important Dates 

1936 

First Seminole Indian Baptist 
Church dedication on the Dania 
Reservation, now known as the 
Hollywood Reservation 

1948 

Big Cypress First Baptist Church 
established 

1949 

Mekusukey Independent Baptist 
Church established 

1951 

First Indian Baptist Church and 
the Seminole Bible Baptist 
Church of Brighton opened 

1966 

New Testament Baptist Church 
established 


1984 

Chickee Baptist Church 
established 


ATTORNEY AT LAW 

DUI’s/Suspended License/Criminal Traffic 
Drug related offenses - Misdemeanor/Felony 
Burglary/Dwelling/Conveyance 
Robbery/Kidnapping 
Assault/Battery/Domestic Violence 

Violations of Probation 
and/or Community Control 

Grand Theft/Petit Theft 
Fraud/Bad Checks 
Shoplifting 

Criminal Law - Federal & State Cases 
Family Law - Divorce/Child 
Support/Custody 



CALL 954-351-1033 NOW 
for a FREE consultation. L V , 

Personalized payment plans available. 

Major credit cards accepted. ^ — V 

LAW OFFICES OF 

DENISE BREGOFF-MILLER, P.A. 

524 SOUTH ANDREWS AVENUE • SUITE 200 NORTH • FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33301 
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THE ULTIMATE PICKUP LINE 
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Rob Lambdin's 

i 



Over 30 Years Serving The Seminole 
& Miccosukee Communities 


Special 

Discounts 

for Miccosukee & Seminole 
Tribal Members & Employees! 



Wt Ml THE IMEST SELECTION OF THOCKS! 

4X2s, 4X4s, Duallys, Regular Cabs, Quad Cabs, Diesels! 



WE CAN CUSTOMIZE 
YOUR NEW DODGE! 


Wheels • Running Boards • Bed Rails • Lift Kits • DVD Players Bed Liners 
Tonneau Covers • Custom Body Trim & Grilles • Brush Guards • More! 



k ?o6 lamhdin, <t UNIVERSITY DODGE 
5455 S. UNIVHtSIIY DRIVE 




BETWEEN STIRLING & GRIFFIN IN DAVIE 

SALES: MON.-FRI. 8:30AM-9PM • SAT. 9AM-8PM • SUN. 10AM-7PM 
SERVICE: MON.-FRI. 7AM-6PM • SAT. 8AM-2PM 

Prices plus tax, tag, title and dealer installed options and include all factory rebates S incentives, 
including Lease Loyalty. List price = M.S.R.P. + dealer installed eguipment. + Must finance thru CFS with 
approved credit. Advertised otters cannot be combined and are not available for export. Not responsible 
for typographical errors. Due to early publication deadlines, factory programs and incentives may change 
without notice. Must present this ad upon arrival at University Dodge to receive advertised offers. 
Pictures are for illustration purposes only. Offers expire 1/30/2009. While supplies last. Ad#23184-HWCJ. 


Pemayetv Emahakv Students Receive First 
Semester Awards at School Ceremony 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON 

Staff at the Pemayetv 
Emahakv Charter School 
held an awards ceremony 
in the breezeway of the 
school Jan. 8 to celebrate 
the success of the stu- 
dents during their first 
semester. 

Students received 
certificates for their 
accomplishments in their 
Creek language, arts and 
crafts and academic 
classes. Many students 
also received effort, citi- 
zenship and improve- 
ment awards at the cere- 
mony. 

Effort Awards went 
to the students who gave 
it their all in every sub- 
ject area, while students 
who showed kindness to 
others received the Citi- 
zenship Award. Those 
who showed improve- 
ment in their studies 
received an Improve- 
ment Award. 

Students who main- 
tained a high grade point 
average, or GPA, 
received awards based 
on the level of academic 


achievement they 

attained. Those with a 
4.0, a perfect GPA, 
received the Gold Award, 
while students with a 
3. 5-3.9 GPA received the 
Silver Award, and those 
who maintained a 3. 0-3 .4 
GPA took home the 
Bronze Award. 

Medals went to stu- 
dents who completed 
100 steps in the 100 
Book Challenge, a pro- 
gram where students 
earn steps for every 15 
minutes of reading they 
complete. 

Brighton Tribal 
Council Rep. Roger 
Smith congratulated the 
students on their accom- 
plishments at the cere- 
mony. 

“It’s good to see you 
all getting these awards,” 
Rep. Smith said. “All the 
good work you’ve done, 
that’s what it takes to be 
the best you can be. Keep 
it up.” 

School Principal 
Russell Brown then 
invited parents to stay on 
campus and visit their 
children’s classroom and 
see what the students are 
working on. 



Marcie Osceola receives her Bronze Award for achievement. 




Award Recipients 

Kindergarten 

Effort: John Beck, Aubee Billie, 
Hyatt Brugh, Destiny Elliott, Norman 
Osceola, Davin Carrillo, Ruby Osceo- 
la, Kobe Jimmie, Kyandra Harris, 
Daven Buck, Dathen Garcia; Citzen- 
ship: Jayton Baker, Kanyon Billie, 
Tayla Burns, Haylie Huff, Shaela 
French, Alonnie Gore, Caylie Huff, 
Heith Lawrence, Kobe Jimmie, Ruby 
Osceola; Improvement: Ramone 
Baker, Jagger Gaucin, Ryanna Osce- 
ola, Morgan Yates, Mariah Billie, 
Justin Gopher, Caylie Huff, Heith 
Lawrence, Kyandra Harris, 

Daven Buck. 

First Grade 

Effort: Kamani Smith, 

Keira French, Marcie Osceola, 

Katie Beck, Ozzy Osceola, 

Rubie Osceola, Jacee Jumper, 

Eecho Billie, Bevyn Billie, 

Aniya Gore, Sage Motlow, 

Dante Thomas, Silas Madrigal, 
Mallorie Thomas; Citizenship: 

Myron Billie, Edward Gaucin, 

Caillou Smith, Tanner Shore, 
Waylynn Bennett, Araya 
Youngblood, Tucker Johns, 

Malcolm Jones, Bevyn Billie, 

Kai Osceola, Eecho Billie, 

Katie Beck, Aleah Turtle; 
Improvement: Nyah Davidson, 
Redheart Billie, Alexis Gore, 
Jahbahn Arnold, Kai Osceola, 

Laila Bennett, Hunter Howard, 

Jaylen Baker; Bronze Award: 

Marcie Osceola, Nyah David- 
son, Myron Billie, Redheart 
Billie, Robert Harris, Sage 
Motlow, Malcolm Jones, Tuck- 
er Johns; Silver Award: Keira 
French, Jacee Jumper, Eecho 
Billie; Gold Award: Kamani 
Smith, Madisyn Osceola, Katie 
Beck, Ozzy Osceola, Mallorie 
Thomas, Dante Thomas, Dante 
Thomas, Aniya Gore. 

Second Grade 

Effort: Billy Yates, Alicia Fudge, 
Satie Rico, Raeley Matthews, Oscar 
Yates, Blake Baker, Lance Howard, 
Aleina Micco, Krysta Burton, Keely 
Billie, Kano Puente, Kyle Palmisano, 


Tommie, Shalynn Josh, Cady Osceo- 
la, Chloe Chalfant, Marquis Fudge, 
Jalynn Jones, Brian Bishop, Morgan 
King, Cheyenne Fish; Bronze Award: 
Elijah Billie, Bly Davidson, Michael 
Girtman, Joseph Osceola, Brian Bish- 
op, Chloe Chalfant, Dalton Girtman, 
Easton Moss, Rylee Smith, Morgan 
King; Silver Award: Shalynn Josh, 
Jalynn Jones, Rudy Juarez, Brady 
Rhodes, Layne Thomas; Gold Award: 
Aiyana Tommie, Dyami Nelson, Cam- 
ryn Thomas; 100 Book Challenge: 
Brady Rhodes, 1 05 steps. 

Fourth Grade 

Effort: Jermaine Bennett, Lanie 
Sedatol, Robert Fudge, Sean 
Osceola, Diamond Shore, Trevor 
Thomas, Drayton Billie, Demetrius 
Clark, Odessa King, Joshua Madri- 
gal, Jaden Puente; Citizenship: 
Andrew Dobbs, Ruben Burgess, 
Rylee Osceola, Samuel Osceola, 
Bethany Billie, Bailey Tedders, 
Crysten Smith, Kelton Smedley, 
Martina Herrera, Courtney Gore, 
Erik Garcia; Bronze Award: Robert 
Fudge, Ruben Burgess, Diamond 
Shore, Drayton Billie, Demetrius 
Clark, Courtney Gore, Martina Her- 
rera, Crysten Smith; Silver Award: 
Andrew Dobbs, Sean Osceola, 
Odessa King, Kelton Smedley; 
Gold Award: Trevor Thomas, Bailey 
Tedders, Jaden Puente, Erik Gar- 
cia; 100 Book Challenge: Robert 
Fudge, 1 1 6 steps, Erik Garcia, 1 20 
steps. 

Fifth Grade 

Effort: CW Ortiz, Royce Osce- 
ola, Chastity Harmon, Richard 
Smith, Yopalakiyo Osceola, Dez- 
mon Shore; Citizenship: Imillakiyo 
Osceola, Jayce Smith, Thomas 
Bearden, Michael Garcia; Bronze 
Award: Tyra Baker, Allison Gopher, 
Elizabeth Johns, Rumor Juarez, 
Rayven Smith, Tamea Allen, Harley 
Johns, Brydgett Koontz, Trista Osceo- 
la, Lahna Sedatol; Silver Award: 
Keyana Nelson, Cheyenne Nunez, 
Donovan Osceola, Boyd Brown, Jaron 
Johns, Kalgary Johns, Zeke 
Matthews; Gold Award: Josh Green- 
baum, Zach Hudson, Melany 
Williams, Kailin Brown; 100 Book 
Challenge: Joshua Greenbaum, 206 
steps. 


Joey Nichols, Lucas Osceola, Andrew 
Fish; Citizenship: Tyler Howard, Con- 
ner Thomas, Aidan Tommie, Alyke 
Baker, Aleina Micco, Keely Billie, 
Kano Puente, Kyle Palmisano, Krysta 
Burton, Joey Nichols; Improvement: 
Jarrett Bert, Billy Yates, Gage Riddle, 
Lucas Osceola, Andrew Fish, Blake 
Baker, Lance Howard, Oscar Yates; 
Bronze Award: Andrew Fish, Aidan 
Tommie; Silver Award: Krysta Burton, 
Aleina Micco, Kyle Palmisano, Oscar 
Yates, Gage Riddle, Satie Rico; Gold 
Award: Keely Billie, Joseph Nichols, 
Kano Puente, Raeley Matthews; 1 00 
Book Challenge: Krysta Burton, 240 
steps 


Rachel Buxton 

Kindergartner Caylie Huff receives her award 
for improvement. 


Third Grade 

Effort: Cady Osceola, Cyrus 
Smedley, Sunni Bearden, Logan Ortiz, 
Elijah Billie, Ivess Baker, Reed 
Gopher, Richard Harris, Camryn 
Thomas, Easton Moss, Dyami Nelson, 
Brady Rhodes, Rudy Juarez, Layne 
Thomas; Citizenship: Michael Girt- 
man, Sunni Bearden, Cyrus Smedley, 
Logan Ortiz, Bly Davidson, Aiyana 


Ms. Cindy Ringstaff’s first grade class snuggles up as they listen to the story of “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer.” 


Charter School Hosts Guest Reader Day 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — The Pemayetv 
Emahakv Charter School opened its 


doors Dec. 1 1 , 2008 to visitors for a 
guest reader day where volunteers 
came in and read to all grade levels. 

With students snuggled up in 
their pajamas and sleeping bags, 30 
guests from the Tribal community, 


Seminole Tribe Depts. and other 
community members braved the 
stormy weather and visited the 
school to read holiday-themed 
books to the school’s classes. 
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Day Festival 

& PRCA Rodeo 



Feb 20 ■ 22 nd ' 2009 


FRED SMITH RODEO ARENA off of hwy 72 1 between hwy 70 ai 78 

Festival Begins Rodeo Starts 


Friday 6 pm Friday 8pm 

Saturday 9am Saturday 7 pm 

Sunday 10am Sunday 3 pm 


Festival Tickets Only 
Advanced Rodeo St 
Festival Tickets 


ARTS CRAFTS 1 -*1 

VENDORS FOOD $5 Festival Tickets Only 

ALLIGATOR WRESTLING *'* Adwnced Rodeo « 

INDIAN DANCERS [ $|5 tiS @ the Ga ,e 

Advance Tickets Available At The Following Locations: 

Aecardi-Milrot Dodge-Okeechobee Everglades Farm Equipment- All Locations 

Lake Placid Feed-Lake Placid West Of Ole England-Smart 

Brighton Trading Post Brighton Seminole Casino 


BRIGHTON SEMINOLE 
RESERVATION 


THANK YOU TO ALL OUR SPONSORS FROM THE SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA 


Parade Grand Marshall 


Everglades Farm lic|iiiprm!ni Mellaucr Environmental, tnc, 
Grifs Western Comer Electric First Bank of Indiantown 



1*3^ Seminole Casino Brighton Trading Post -BrlgEuao 

FSU Star w inncrcani-tiSPN Izsy's Tire Sales Wyoming Trading Co. 

MvrOJl Rplfc Mi4west Pooli Lwtron Southeast Winn Dixie 

** J ' Extreme Performance Truck & Trailer 

Scmintflc Okatcc Village Little Big Man's Marina 
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Health 


Weight Loss Contest 
Awards Honor Hard Work 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Tribal citizens and 
employees gathered to celebrate shedding 
those extra pounds Dec. 19, 2008 at the Big 
Cypress Community Center for the Com- 
munity Weight Loss Awards. 

Event organizers intended for the event 
to provide encouragement for those striving 
to meet their goals, and took place just in 
time for the holidays. Attendees enjoyed 
Bingo, food games, lunch and a raffle at the 
event. 

“What we are all about is sticking to 
the program,” Community Outreach Coor- 
dinator Edna McDuffie said. “Do not just 
lose then gain; stay with it.” 

Tribal citizen and weight loss winner 
Mihael Onco Jr. said he decided to change 
his routine and lifestyle while supporting 


wife, Jamie’s, struggles with high choles- 
terol. 

“I told Jamie I will support you and we 
will both do it together,” he said. “I am 
proud of myself and so is she, but we most- 
ly did it all for our kids and we just believed 
in ourselves.” 

He said some of the keys to his success 
also included walking consistently, drinking 
less fruit punch and juices, and heavy use of 
the treadmill. 

Bruce Hale of the Seminole Police 
Dept, said walking also helped him on his 
weight loss journey, but admitted that was 
only half the battle. 

“I also changed my eating habits and 
began going back to the gym,” Hale said. “It 
is all about lifestyle. Once you change that, 
then that is the key.” 

The event highlighted the accomplish- 
ments of the weight loss contest winners 
from September through November 2008. 




Tribal Men’s Division winners: (L-R) Eric Cypress, Lenny Jim and Michael Onco Jr. 


Chris C. Jenkins 



Michael Onco Jr., first place winner in the Tribal Men’s Division, talks to those in attendance 

about the weight loss success he experienced as a result of lifestyle changes and dieting. Tribal Women’s Division winners: (L-R) Jamie Onco, Wanda Billie, Linda Billie and Cherelee “CJ” Hall. 


| THE HEALTHY SENIOR BY FRED CICETTI 


[Editor s Note: Fred Cicetti is a syndi- 
cated columnist who writes about issues 
concerning senior citizens’ health. The 
opinions he expresses are his own. This is 
the third part in a three-part series on 
breast cancer. If you would like to ask a 
question, please write 

fred@healthygeezer.com. All Rights 
Reserved ©2009 by Fred 
Cicetti.] 

Breast cancer strikes most 
often when men are in their 
60s. 

Male breast cancer? Men 
do have breast cells that can 
become cancerous. The disease 
is uncommon in men. It repre- 
sents only 1 percent of all 
breast cancers. Because of its 
rarity, many men aren’t aware 
it exists. And that’s a problem. 

For unknown reasons, the A 
incidence of male breast can- M 

cer has been increasing. About 
2,000 men in the U.S. are diag- V 
nosed with breast cancer annu- TP 
ally. 

Young boys and girls have 
a small amount of breast tissue made up of 
a few ducts. At puberty, female hormones in 
girls make breast ducts grow, milk glands 
form and fat increases. The male hormones 
in boys prevent further growth of breast tis- 
sue. Men’s breast tissue contains ducts, but 
only a few if any lobules. 

The most common symptom of male 
breast cancer is the same as it is for women 
— a lump. Other signs include: skin dim- 
pling, a new indentation of the nipple, red- 
ness or scaling of breast skin, a clear or 
bloody discharge from the nipple. 

Some risk factors for male breast can- 
cer include age, family history, genes, obe- 
sity, excessive use of alcohol and exposure 
to radiation. 

Age: The average age for a man diag- 
nosed with breast cancer is 67. 

Family: About 20 percent of men with 
breast cancer are related to someone with 
the disease. 

Genes. About seven percent of breast 
cancers in men are inherited. 

Radiation: There’s a higher risk to men 


who underwent chest radiation treatments 
when they were younger. 

Klinefelter Syndrome. Men with this 
syndrome make lower levels of male hor- 
mones, called androgens, and more female 
hormones. This can cause gynecomastia, 
benign breast enlargement. Men with this 
condition may be at greater risk of breast 
cancer. Many medicines 
used to treat ulcers, high 
blood pressure, and heart 
failure can cause gyneco- 
mastia, too. 

Estrogen. The risk is 
small for men who take 
estrogen, the main female 
hormone. Estrogen drugs 

may be used to treat 

prostate cancer. 

Liver disease. This can 
L increase your risk of 

gynecomastia and breast 
cancer. 

Obesity. Fat cells con- 
vert androgens into estro- 

T s en - 

Alcohol. Drinking 
alcohol raises the odds that 
a man will develop breast cancer. The risk 
increases with the amount of alcohol con- 
sumed. 

If a man has a family history of the dis- 
ease, he should consult a doctor about regu- 
lar testing. Diagnostic tests for men include 
a clinical breast exam, mammograms, ultra- 
sound, biopsy and, if indicated, a nipple dis- 
charge exam. 

Breast cancer treatment for men is sim- 
ilar to that given to women. Some men may 
need only surgery. Others will need surgery 
and radiation, chemotherapy or hormone 
therapy. 

There isn’t much tissue to a man’s 
breast, so removing the cancer usually 
means excising most of the tissue. The pro- 
cedures that are used on women to save 
breast tissue aren’t practicable for men. 

Most men with breast cancer require a 
modified radical mastectomy. In this proce- 
dure, a surgeon removes the entire breast 
and some underarm lymph nodes, but 
leaves chest muscles intact. 


Out With the Old, In With the New: Time to Clean House 


BY PATRICK PECK 

Environmental Health Program Manager 

As most are aware, 2008 was a diffi- 
cult year for many in the country. The 
start of a brand New Year, however, pres- 
ents great opportunities for increased 
health and prosperity. A few suggestions 
come to mind as the New Year begins. 

In some societies, it is customary for 
people to purge the past year by giving 
the home a top-to-bottom cleaning, which 
gives them a sense of renewal and a psy- 
chological boost to confront the New 
Year. As the old proverb recorded in a ser- 
mon by John Wesley in 1778 states, 
“Cleanliness is next to Godliness.” 

Although this spiritual uplift is wel- 
comed, a clean home also offers many 
tangible health benefits, especially in 
those homes where children and elders 
with respiratory and other medical com- 
plications reside. So as a general rule, the 
start of the New Year should also start 
with a tidy home. 

Here are some tips on healthy home 
living: 

Take the time to discard — or better 
yet, donate — old and unused clothing 
and furniture to the Salvation Army or 
local collection agency to continue the 
gift of giving through the New Year. In 
these tough times, many folks are looking 
for savings in the purchase of basic 
necessities. Unused clothing often acts as 
dust magnets and unnecessarily clutters 
the home. 

Consider deep 
shampooing carpets 
and thoroughly 
cleaning furniture to 
rid them of accumulated 
dust and visible dirt, i 
Move large furniture 
items and clean behind 
them. Dirt, dust and 
grime often harbor pests 
such as roaches — and 
many are often surprised 
to find some items, like that 
old pair of socks or keys, 
searched high and low for when they 
clean behind the couch. 


If it is not a part of the regular routine 
already, toss heavy bedspreads, curtains 
and pillows in the washer. Bedbugs, dust 
mites and other critters often find a home 
in these items and a long, hot machine 
wash and dry cycle will often suffice to 
get rid of them. 

Many people hoard junk throughout 
the home; let us be honest. And a lot of 
these items are not worth much and have 
little sentimental value, yet they accumu- 
late dust and greatly restrict space and 
aeration in the home. Consider clearing 
out these items to improve the amount of 
clutter and overall cleanliness of the 
home. 

On the topic of aeration, one should 
also take advantage of this time to change 
air filters and clean ceiling fans of all cob- 
webs and dust. In addition, it is advanta- 
geous to also clean all vents, especially 
the bathroom exhaust vents, as many 
homes develop mold problems in the 
bathrooms due to insufficient venting. 

Those chemicals purchased at the 
low-cost retailers and “dollar stores” dur- 
ing the past year do have a shelf life. 
Some of them are corrosives and may be 
leaking under the sink, causing damage to 
cabinets and possibly affecting the 
home’s air quality. Of even greater con- 
cern is the possibility of explosions, fires 
and toxic fumes formed by incompatible 
products under the sink. Well, this is a 
time for some checking. 

Toss out chemicals in their original 
containers. Do not dis- 
pose of them via 
the drain as 
they may cause 
volatile reac- 
Consult 



with the Tribe’s Utility Dept, on proper 
disposal methods. For prevention of acci- 
dental poisoning, discarding all expired 
and unused prescriptions and pharmaceu- 
tical products from the cabinet also is rec- 
ommended. 

Take a look at what is hiding in the 
refrigerator, and especially the freezer. 
Many purchase meat and frozen vegeta- 
bles products in bulk, and although stored 
in the freezer, they do have a shelf life. 
Look at the containers or packaging for 
expiration dates. 

Typically, meat products can remain 
frozen between four months and a year, 
depending on type of meat and its pack- 
aging. As for those one-week-old left- 
overs hiding at the bottom of the shelf, 
discard them immediately. Although pos- 
sibly a delicious meal, perishables, espe- 
cially those that were already cooked, do 
not conserve well in the freezer. It is best 
to discard them because it’s not worth 
exposing you and your family to possible 
food contamination. 

Lastly, extra trash and garbage 
resulting from the holidays may have 
accumulated outside the home. Make 
sure to place boxes and discarded furni- 
ture to the curb for trash pick up. Dining 
this time of the year when temperatures 
drop, these items may be the right nesting 
place for rats, stray animals and other 
wildlife. 

In addition, get rid of those old tires 
and empty plant pots and containers 
strewn around the yard as they can serve 
as a breeding ground for mosquitoes and 
pests. 

These simple tasks will not only 
improve the overall aesthetics of the 
home, but they also have a positive 
impact on health, and 
give homeowners and 
residents a moral burst 
of energy, enthusiasm 
•U’. and pride at the beginning 

of the New Year. 

For more information on indoor 
air quality, pests and healthy homes, 
please call the Tribal Health Dept, on 
each reservation, or the main offices at 
(954) 962-2009. 
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Happy with our Entertainment Service? 
Try our Full Travel Service 
Cruises + Hotels Airlines 

305-445-6566 or (8*6)445-6566 
Visit us at: www.preferredultimatetravel.coin 
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s Entertainment 

Premium Seating For 
All Local & National Events 
Concerts ★ Sports ★ Theatre 

For All Events Call: 

(305) 444-TIXX (8499) (800) 881-8499 
Visit us at: www.preferredultinriate.com 


Upcoming Events: 

Dancing with the Stars 
Celine Dion 
Eagles 

Rod Stewart 
3 Doors down 
Superbowl XUfl 
Billy Joel 
The B-52's 
Ne-Yo 
Disturbed 
Aaron Lewis 
Motley Crue 
Stars on Ice 
Willie Nelson 
Miami Meat 
Florida Panthers 


We Deliver - All Major Credit Cards Accepted 


Every ore Welcome 


1st Annual 


Florida Native American 


Recovery Convention 


Jodi King 

(L-R) Family Services Dept. Director Helene Buster invites Janieve “Cagey” Robenstein to the podium to share a few words. 
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March 5th, 6th, 7th 6 8th, 
John Boy Auditorium 
Ciewiston Florida 


Recovery Community Shows Gratitude 


BY ERIC BRICKER 
Family Services Dept. 

HOLLYWOOD — More than 100 Tribal citizens 
and their guests gathered at the Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino to celebrate their sobriety and recovery 
from drugs and alcohol on Dec. 16, 2008. The Semi- 
noles in Recovery group hosted the Gratitude Dinner 
event. 

Seminoles in Recovery is comprised of recovering 
Tribal citizens who facilitate and attend 12 Step recov- 
ery support groups on various reservations. The group 
also organized sober activities for the Tribe’s popula- 
tion of recovering individuals, including the annual 
Wellness Conference, which hundreds of Seminoles 
attend each July in Marco Island, Fla. 

The Gratitude Dinner began with an opening 
prayer and dinner, followed by a 12 Step speaker meet- 
ing. Once dinner finished, the meeting began. 

Recovering people in attendance were chosen to 
read the selections “How It Works” and “The 12 Tradi- 
tions” from the book “Alcoholics Anonymous,” better 
known as “The Big Book.” After the introduction of 
speakers, they took turns sharing their stories of grati- 
tude for having survived addiction, and for having 
received the gift of recovery. 

Even though the stories of all recovering people 
differ, the 12 Step recovery program teaches everyone 
to focus on the similarities all people share. 

Recovering addicts tell their stories not to impress 
the listener with the demoralization and sickness of the 
active addiction, but rather to impress upon the listener 
the hope that there is a solution. If the storyteller found 
a solution, then the solution can work for the struggling 
or recovering listener as well. 

In that way, 12 Step programs such as Alcoholics 
Anonymous and Narcotics Anonymous, are said to be 
“programs of attraction, rather than programs of promo- 
tion.” By tradition, 12 Step programs do not advertise 
for this very reason. 


The Gratitude Dinner speakers focused on their 
solution as they shared the steps that they had taken to 
get into recovery, as well as the steps that they must 
continue to take to stay in recovery. This includes work- 
ing the 12 Steps with a sponsor and then sponsoring 
others, because the 12 Step program teaches that an 
addict or alcoholic can’t keep their recovery if they 
don’t also give it away by sharing their experience, 
strength and hope with the newcomer. 

As the speakers shared, people in the audience 
nodded their heads in agreement as they recognized and 
identified with the feelings and experiences of the 
speakers. After the speakers finished, the microphone 
opened for any participants at the Gratitude Dinner to 
come and share their thoughts with the rest of the atten- 
dees. 

Several individuals spoke, and many shared their 
gratitude for their own recovery. Others spoke about the 
tragedy of fellow Tribal citizens lost to drug or alcohol 
related fatalities. Others shared stories about family 
members who they lost to the disease of addiction, or 
who had entered into recovery. 

As the meeting wound down, Andy Buster took to 
the stage with his band, the Andy Buster Band. Even 
though the band stays busy during the holidays, Buster 
insists upon donating his band’s performance to Semi- 
noles in Recovery for the Gratitude Dinner, as well as 
other recovery-oriented community events. 

In March of 2009, Seminoles in Recovery will host 
a statewide Native American Recovery Convention at 
the John Boy Auditorium in Clewiston, Fla. The con- 
vention, which takes place March 5-8, is open to the 
public. 

For registration information, please contact any of 
the following: Jodi King, (863) 634-2763, 

jodiking@semtribe.com; Tommy McGee, (954) 964- 
6338, tommymcgee@semtribe.com; Bruce Duncan, 
(863) 763-7700, bruceduncan@semtribe.com; Ray 
Yzaguirre, (239) 867-3480, raynaldoyzaguirre@ 
semtribe.com 
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SemlnoFe Heritage Events and Promotions Is proud to announce 
Seminole Star 5 march Music Comp. 


the upcoming 


This comp has been designed to assist our rising Seminole stars that 
desire to cultivate their sh ilk as an entertainer pursuing their dreams 
In the chol longing tuorld of shoui business. 


Come Join us os Ure further develop your skills in the areas of song turlting, Image, stage presence, 
and offer vocal training Including Hip Hop, Cduritn^ RGi flock etc! 


Coming to your Resen/otion! 

Brighton Gym 

SATURDAY PEBRUAAV 7TH / 9 am ■ 5 pm 


Holly ujood Gym 

SUNDftV FCBfiUAflV 8TH / 9 am - S pm 


For more Information: storseorch@semtribe,com i 954.797.5467 

Ages 1 0 and up 

{participants must be members of the Seminole Tribe of Florida) 
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Sports 



Tribe Hosts 
NASA Basketball 
Tournament for 
the Fifth Time 

Participants Travei 
from Throughout Indian 
Country to Compete in 
Annuai Hoops Tourney 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Hollywood 
Recreation Dept, once again hosted the 
Native American Sports Association 
(NASA) basketball tournament, which took 
place this year on Jan. 9-10. This is the fifth 
time the Tribe has hosted the NASA tourna- 
ment. 

Native American adult teams from 
across the country came together for bas- 
ketball action at the annual event. 

“It has been around for a long time and 
people keep coming from all over for it,” 
Hollywood Gym Basketball Coach Carlos 
Adamson said. 

This year’s line-up featured men’s and 
women’s adult and legends divisions in a 
double elimination format. The winning 
teams, Native Ladies United, War, Chero- 
kee Legends and Native Ladies Legends, 
took home trophies and custom NASA 
jackets and apparel. 

“It was all nice because it is a vacation 
for the bunch of us,” said Coach Donald 
Queen of the winning Cherokee Legends 40 
and Older men’s division team. “We want- 
ed to just have fun.” 

Competitors from southern states, 
including Mississippi and North Carolina, 
and some from as far away as New York, 
traveled to Seminole Counfry to play in the 
tournament. 

“I got involved in playing in this tour- 
ney through people in Cherokee,” Eastern 
Band Cherokee Tribal citizen, and Team D- 
Boyz player, Alex Cruz of Cherokee, N.C. 
explained. 

It was his fourth time in the tourney, 
and this year, his squad faced the superior 
Warriors team, losing 66-23 in his team’s 
round one game. 

“I still like it because it is all Native 
Americans and I like the travel,” Cruz said. 
“It was a good experience.” 

Head coach Dalmon King Jr. brought 
his Mississippi Band of Choctaw Dream 
Catchers team in from Decatur, Miss. He 
said he has played in, and enjoyed, several 
Seminole Tribe softball and basketball 
events throughout the years, including the 
Native American Youth Organization Tour- 
nament. 

“To me, it is all like a gathering of 
nations,” King said. “It is very important to 
play against other Tribal people ... it is 
good to play against other, new Tribal 
members.” 

Prior to event play, Tribal President 
Richard Bowers Jr. had the honor of doing 
the ceremonial toss-up during the opening 
tip-off. 

“It was great for me because this kind 
of tournament shows all these kids coming 
up that we support sports and it is nice espe- 
cially in this kind of weather here in Flori- 
da,” President Bowers said. 

For a Complete List of the Tournament 
Winners, Please see NASA * Page 2C 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Robert Frank III shoots the ball during the 
NASA tournament, held Jan. 9-10. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

The Immokalee and Big Cypress preschool students, with members of the Fitness Dept, and Preschool staff, at the “Get Fit Day” event, held Dec. 10, 2008 in the Big Cypress Gym. 


Tribal Youngsters ‘Get Fit’ At Exercise Event 


Chris C. Jenkins 

The preschoolers crawl their way to fitness. 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Preschool- 
ers from Big Cypress and 
Immokalee gathered in the name of 
fitness Dec. 10, 2008 as about 30 
youngsters attended the “Get Fit 
Day,” held at the Herman L. Osceo- 
la Gymnasium. 

The 1-3 year olds participated in 
a range of exercises featured at four 
different stations, with a bean bag 
and disk toss, soccer skills enhance- 
ment, ball balancing and an obstacle 
course. 

“We want them to grow into the 
mindset of being active and knowing 
that exercise should be a part of their 
life,” Fitness Dept. Operations Man- 
ager Denise Masak said. 

She said the Fitness Dept, plans 
to begin a rotating schedule for other 
“Get Fit Day” activities on each 
reservation once a month throughout 
2009. Masak said the goal of such a 
day is to help the children develop 
better hand-eye coordination, flexi- 
bility, conditioning, cardiovascular, 
social and interactive skills. 

Preschool Head Teacher Vicki 
Cox from the 1 year old class and 


Fitness Specialist Jeff Garland 
agreed with Masak. According to 
Garland, “This is something that 
should be done on a consistent 
basis.” 

“To get them out of their normal 
setting and expose them to this type 
of day is great,” said Preschool Head 
Teacher Vicki Cox from the 1 year 
old class. “Every little bit helps.” 

Carlene DiCarlo said she 
enjoyed watching daughter, Dyla- 
nee, participate in activities that pro- 
moted fitness. 

“They have brought this to them 
early and I think it is great,” DiCarlo 
said. “Compared to what both BC 
and Immokalee had, and what they 
have now to offer, is a big change.” 

According to recent statistics 
from fitnessforyouth.umich.edu, the 
two biggest reasons kids participate 
in sports and exercise are fun and 
socialization. The average child also 
gets less than 15 minutes of vigorous 
activity a day; and nine out of 10 
parents think their children are phys- 
ically fit, when actually only one out 
of three are. 

For more information call (954) 
605-8909 or log onto fitnessfory- 
outh.umich.edu. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Javian Cypress practices his balancing skills. 




Community Participates 
in Jingle Jog Walk/Run 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — With 
the holiday season approach- 
ing, Tribal citizens and com- 
munity members made efforts 
toward staying fit with the first 
annual Jingle Jog Walk/Run, 
held Dec. 19, 2008 along the 
Big Cypress Canal. 

Approximately 20 partici- 
pants got involved, with many 
in support of creating the 
December event with the 
recent success of the Thanks- 
giving holiday Turkey Trot, 
held in November. 

“The main reason why we 
decided to do it is to gear up 
for the Rez Rally,” said Com- 
munity Outreach Program 
Coordinator and Office Man- 
ager Edna McDuffie. “With 
the busy holiday season, peo- 
ple tend to forget that it is 
coming up.” 


Turkey Trot participant 
and community resident Ash- 
ley Burnett participated in the 
event as a runner, and finished 
in second place 

“I like these kinds of 
events because it is local, it is 
something to do and it also 
keeps me in shape,” Burnett 
said. 

“It is really nice to stay in 
shape but it is also about 
bringing my kids out to keep 
them busy and getting family 
together to participate in a 
group activity,” said Tribal cit- 
izen and event participant, 
Emilia Jumper. 

For more information on 
related events, please call the 
Big Cypress Wellness Center 
at (863) 983-5798. 

Photo By Chris C. Jenkins 

At Right: First place Men’s Divi- 
sion, Age 46-59 Runner, Ronnie 
Billie Sr., races to the finish line. 



For a Complete List of the Jingle Jog Walk/Run Winners, Please see JINGLE * Page 2C 
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Chris C. Jenkins 

Participants in the Jingle Jog Walk/Run hold their certificates of completion after finishing their trek along the Big Cypress Canal. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Louise Billie strolls into first place in the 60 and Older Female Walker’s division. 


Jingle 

Continued from page 1C 


Results of the First Annual Jingle 

Jog Walk/Run 

Tribal Female Walkers: Ages 1 8-45: 1 . Marcia 
Cypress, 2. Almira Billie, 3. Cherelee Hall, 4. Diane Hall; 
Ages 46-59: 1 . Beverly Alumbaugh; Ages 60 and Older: 

1 . Louise Billie. 

Tribal Female Runners: Ages 18-45: 1. Cathy 
Cypress, 2. Candy Cypress. 

Tribal Male Walkers: Ages 12-17: 1 . Tyler Cypress; 
Ages 1 8-45: 1 . Charlie Cypress; Ages 46-59: 1 . Jonah 
Cypress. 

Tribal Male Runners: Ages 36-59: 1 . Ronnie Billie 
Sr. 

Community/Employee Walkers: 1 . Delwin McCow- 
an, 2. Harley Roberts, 3. Emilia Jumper. 4. Gabriela 
Hayes. 

Community/Employee Runners: 1 . Christopher Joe, 

2. Ashley Burnett, 3. Richard Henricks, 4. Stephen 
Hayes, 5. Nora Ramirez. 


❖ NASA 

Continued from page 1C 


Results of the 
NASA Basketball 

Tournament 

Women: 1 . Native Ladies United (NLU), 
2. Southern Smoke, 3. Seminoles 

Men: 1 . War, 2. Big Town, 3. Seminoles 

Men, 40 and Older: 1 . Cherokee Leg- 
ends 

Women, 40 and Older: 1 . Native Ladies 
Legends 



Chris C. Jenkins 


President Richard Bowers Jr. prepares for the 
ceremonial toss-up to start the women’s game. 




Chris C. Jenkins 

Men’s 40 and Older NASA champions, the Cherokee Legends, from North Carolina. 



Your Cellular Superstore/ 


□ur One-stop convenience allows you to pay your bills, 
transfer or back up your phonebook information, transfer 
your photos to a disk, purchase Bluetooth devices, Internet 
Cards for your laptop, all phones and we help you find your 
next cell phone easier. Wireless Toyz offers an enormous 
selection of brands, accessories, rate plans, and more, all 
under one roof. Dur store specializes in New Activations 
and Upgrades. We also carry Re-furbished or gently used 
phones. We will work with you to find the rate plans and 
device that suit your unique needs, and we'll be happy to 
show you how these products can fit into your lifestyle. If 
you have any questions about cellular technology, a 
Certified Wireless Expert will be on hand to assist you, 
every step of the way. 


□ur Services Include: 


CELLULAR BILL ANALYSIS 
BUSINESS SULUTIUNS 
PHONEBOOK TRANSFER 
ACCESSORY DELIVERY* 
TRADE-INS 


PAYMENTS 
PHONE TRAINING 
PICTURE TRANSFER 
CONTACTS BACKUP 

*call our stare for additional details 
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boost mobile 
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2 minutes from the Hard Rock Casino 
Dn the SE Corner of Stirling 5 441 
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4251 N. State Rd 7 
Hollywood FI, 33021 
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Tribe, Hard Rock Co-Sponsor Orange Bowl, BCS Halftime Festivities 

Virginia Tech Beats Cincinnati, 20-7, UF Beats OU, 24-14, in Bowl Games 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

MIAMI — The Tribe co-sponsored 
two of the hottest ticket events in town Jan. 
1 and 8 at the Orange Bowl in Dolphin Sta- 
dium. 

A two-year deal to sponsor Orange 
Bowl festivities provides great exposure 
and public relationships for the Tribe, Hol- 
lywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceo- 
la Jr. said. 

“The chance came to do this so it was a 
great marketing opportunity for us to be 
seen,” Rep. Osceola said. “We [Seminoles] 
like football also, so it all worked out.” 

To kick things off on New Year’s Day, 
the FedEx Orange Bowl game took place, 
with the Virginia Tech Hokies of the 
Atlantic Coast Conference facing the 
Cincinnati Bearcats of the Big East. The 
Hokies picked up the win, 20-7. 

The major draw the following week, 
however, saw the number one and two 
teams in the country square off in the FedEx 
Bowl Championship Series National Cham- 


pionship Game. Both games featured a 
spectacular halftime show by the Seminole 
Hard Rock. 

The championship featured 
Gainesville’s own University of Florida 
Gators (12-1) taking on the University of 
Oklahoma Sooners (12-1) in a battle for top 
dog honors. The Gators picked up their sec- 
ond national championship win in three 
years, 24-14 over the Sooners. 

“I like to support every Florida team, 
unless they play the Hurricanes or the Semi- 
noles,” Council Rep. Osceola, a University 
of Miami graduate, said. 

The championship also boasted the last 
two Heisman Trophy winners at quarter- 
back. OU’s Sam Bradford claimed this sea- 
son’s most prestigious college award, com- 
ing in with more than 4,400 yards passing 
and 48 touchdowns, while UF’s Tim Tebow 
laid claim to the hardware in 2007. 

“I am surprised it took [Oklahoma] so 
long to get back [to the championship 
game],” former OU All-American line- 
backer, and action film star, Brian Bosworth 


explained prior to the game. “They have 
the talent to get back every year . . . More 
then anything else the fact that they had a 
chip on their shoulder should have helped 
them.” 

A capacity crowd saw defense domi- 
nate from the beginning. The potent OU 
attack, which averaged the equivalent of a 
college basketball score of 60 points per 
game over their last five regular season 
games, seemed stifled by the Gators. 

The Sooners would keep it close, 
however, although they were marred with 
missed opportunities throughout, includ- 
ing being held to only a field goal on three 
red zone scoring chances. The game was 
knotted at 7-7 at the half. 

After key stops and little to show on 
the scoreboard for both clubs early in the 
second half, the game winning drive came 
in the fourth quarter with an 1 1 play, 76 
yard drive consuming more than six min- 
utes. 

Tebow completed six of six passes on 
the scoring drive. He also finished with 
110 yards rushing. 

“I told my teammates throughout to 
just keep believing,” Tebow said. “I am so 
proud of all of this and of my teammates. 
They came out and battled for four quar- 
ters with so much heart. It has all been a 
dream come true.” 

Tribal citizen and Pine Crest School 
seventh grader Trevor Osceola, Rep. 
Osceola’s grandson, said he enjoyed root- 
ing for his home- state Gators during the 
game. 

“I grew up supporting both UM and 
Florida,” Osceola said. “My dad liked 
Florida and my grandfather liked [UM], 
Although UM was not there, I still went to 
support the Gators,” he said. 

He currently plays running back and 
linebacker on his school team. 

Head Coach Urban Meyer told 
ESPN’s Chris Fowler and Kirk Herbstreit 
after the game that defense and offensive 
productivity were vital. 

“Charlie Strong [Florida’s defensive 
coordinator] and our staff did a brilliant 
job but more importantly our players 
played great,” Meyer said. “Throughout 
the course of the year, and certainly 
throughout the course of the game, our 
defense improved. The red zone produc- 
tion and third downs were key.” 

“We were 12 of 17 on third down 
conversions and they were only two of 
four,” he continued. “We were four of 
four in the red zone. They had a fourth 
down, a turnover and a missed field goal 
and you can’t do that in the red zone, that 
is the money area, and our guys have been 
good all year with one of the top offenses 
in the country.” 



Kodak® - Courtesy of the Orange Bowl Committee 

Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. and grandson, Trevor, at the UF vs. OU game. 



Kodak® ■ Courtesy of the Orange Bowl Committee 

Tribal citizen Ciara Billie Guerue and husband, Joe, await the start of the big game. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

University of Florida Head Coach Urban Meyer at the press conference before the BCS game. 




First American Tobacco Shop 


Drive through tobacco shop 
In business since 1965 

Owned and Operated by 
Joe Dan and Virginia Osceola 


FREE PICKUP 4 DELIVERY TO SEMINOLE 
HOLLYWOOD 4 BIG CYPRESS RESERVATIONS 


❖❖❖ 


Owned and Operated by ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
Joe Dan and Virginia Osceola ♦ ♦ ♦ 


Authentic Seminole Arts & Crafts Oil, Pen & Ink, Watercolor Paintings 
Genuine Southwestern Jewelry Exquisite Collections of Basketry 
Intricate Native Woodcarvings Discount Tobacco and Products 


DON'T SEE YOUR FAVORITE UNIT LISTED? 
CALLUS FOR YOUR DISCOUNTED PRICE TODAY! 


in&ikSAiflmz 


<*U WMJtf X TV“5 
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NATIV E AMER I CAN DANCING 
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ALLIGATOR WRESTLING 


STORYTELLING 


LIVE MUSIC 
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Announcements D 


| HAPPY BIRTHDAY 



Happy Birthday to Mrs. Devin Cypress-Kimble on Jan. 15 


Hey Cuz, 

Here I sit, wishing you a happy birthday 

I’d give anything to see your beautiful face 

You are always on my mind and in my heart 

I miss you so much; even your laugh 

I know you’re in a much better place 

But somehow I still feel robbed, to tell you the truth 

I believe the whole family feels the same 

All I have are the memories we shared 


Dev, I love you and miss you to death 

I pray you continue to guide me and watch over us 

all 

Thank you for being my best cousin, and most of all, 
my best friend 

You are my true family and you are never forgotten 
I love you forever and a day 

Love always, 

Carolee, Gary & Dar’Rick 

Fooshe for Life 



Happy 72nd birthday to my dad, Joe Dan Sake Thai & Sushi Bar in Hollywood. 

Osceola on Dec. 20. Jason R. Trinder Sr., Jo-Lin Love, 

and Joe Dan Osceola celebrated this occasion at Your daughter, Jo-Lin 


Panther Clan 


To my Daughter Analyse, 


Analyse Ah’miah Garcia 
Stockton 

DOB: December 17, 2003 at 
9:03 a.m. 

Weighing 6 pounds, 2 
ounces, Measuring 20 inches 
Bom in Winter Park, Florida 

Parents: Leslie Yesenia Gar- 
cia Billie (Panther Clan) and 
Antillis Nehemiah Stockton 
(Bird Clan) 

Brothers: James Edward Bil- 
lie, 17, Cypress Lesley Bil- 
lie, 13, Redheart L. Billie, 7 


There’s so much I’m wishing her on her birthday. . . 

I wish you golden surprises that fill you with the simple knowing that 
the world is a good place 

Crocus buds peeking through snow, assuring you that all things come in 
their time 

Cool breezes on warm days to remind you of the balance needed for a 
happy life 
I wish you. . . 

The wisdom that is bom from rich experience 
The peace gained through acceptance of yourself and others 
And the contentment of a life lived fully and well 
And on your birthday, most of all, my wish is for you to see that at the 
heart of every hope, every dream and every beautiful wish for you is 
love 

Happy 5th birthday, Baby Girl 




Happy 8th birthday Ezekiel Roberts. 
Now you can do 8-year-old things. We 
can’t wait to see what you come up with 
next! 

Love you always and forever, 

Mommy (Vanessa Aguilar), Daddy 
(Pete Aguilar Jr.) and Family 


We want to wish our daughter, Alexis Aguilar, a very 
happy 14th birthday! You are growing up too fast and it seems 
like only yesterday you came to our home at 5 years old. You 
have blossomed into a beautiful, smart and feisty young lady 
who always makes us proud! 

Love you always and forever, 

Mommy (Vanessa Aguilar), Daddy (Pete Aguilar Jr.) 

and family 




I would like to wish my husband, Pete Aguilar Jr., a very 
happy 37th birthday. May you have many more! 

I love you, 

Your wife, Vanessa Aguilar 

| WELL WISHES 


Happy birthday to Jack “Jacky Poo” 
Aguilar who is turning the Big 8. Here’s 
to another great year of watching you 
grow up, though you will never stop being 
our little boy! 

Love you always and forever, 

Mommy (Vanessa Aguilar), Daddy 
(Pete Aguilar Jr.) and family 



Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year 


To my mom, Delores Jumper, I love you 
Wesley and Lisa, Isabella and Elle Garcia, Caine and 
Fawn 

Micco, Kowako, E-Fiki-Chate-Offitch 
My baby, Miah 
O’Hara Tommie and family 
Gabrielle, Shay, Celeste, Marissa, Ne-Ne 

| CORRECTIONS 

In the Dec. 26, 2008 issue of The Seminole 
Tribune, Cathy Cypress-Osceola was mistakenly 
identified as Cathy Cypress in the article titled 
“Osceola Sisters Shine Through Fitness.” 


Nina Garcia and boys, Thunder and T.O. 

My dad, Napoleon Garcia 
Edwin Garcia, Fredona Garcia and Gwyn Garcia, I 
love you 

Love, 

Leslie Billie 


In the Dec. 26, 2008 issue of The Seminole Trib- 
une, Lenny Jim was mistakenly identified as Robert 
Youngblood in a photo caption that accompanied the 
article “Community Adults, Seniors Attend Brighton 
Bike Races.” 


| CLASSIFIED ADS 


Get Out of Jail Fast! 

Call Myma Loy 
(954) 583-9119. Trib- 
al dividends, Master- 
Card and Visa accept- 
ed. 24 hours • Speedy 
Release • Profession- 
al Service • 1128 NW 
31st Ave., Ft. Laud- 
erdale, FL 33311 



Francoise’s Barbershop 

6782 Stirling Rd„ Hollywood, Fla. 33024 
(954) 987-1309 - (954) 471-2469 

Where everyone is welcome. Skin fade, 
fade, layer cut, flat top, unisex color, 
highlights, correction haircut, kids and 
seniors. Enjoy the best old fashioned hot 
shave in town! European facial, waxing, 
$25 spa pedicure/manicure. 
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TRIBAL ATHLETES 


POEMS 



Stephanie Haijochee’s children, Lauren and 
Trent Osceola, both 8th graders at the Maclay School 
in Tallahassee, participate in team sports. 

Lauren is a member of the volleyball team, which 


has helped raised money for the school. Her brother, 
Trent, plays offensive and defensive tackle for the jun- 
ior varsity football team, which went undefeated dur- 
ing the 2008 season. 
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EDY RELEASE - PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
NATIONWIDE SERVICE 


HOURS 


239 - 877-1939 
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Them Native Kids 

Native kids are drinking and on them drugs 
Sometimes they try to act cool 
But really what they should be doing is stay in 
school 

Were they just reaching out for the love 
Or did they just forget who they were 
Just look at what this great Tribe has become 
Some kids getting their GED’s 
Trying hard to get those A’s and B’s 
But some Natives, sitting there smoking that weed 
Thinking they’re doing themselves a good deed 
All the drugs 
And all the lies 

Well, for me, that just ain’t gonna fly 
Waiting here 

Waiting for someone to stand up 


To look you in the eye and say something 
Or will we just sit and watch our Tribe die 
What happened to shooting hoops 
And having fun 

Just spending our days in the sun 
Them kids are running, shooting, and stealing 
For what they want 
But not what they need 
What do they really need 
All these messed up lives we live 
Or all these options that we give 
Look how bad the society is now 
‘Cause for our kids in the future 
There ain’t no way 
But we gotta remain unconquered 
And wait ‘til this disease of stupidity and hatred is 
cured 

— Deila Harjo 

Panther Clan 


Keep It Real 

Keep it real & let our sacred circle remain tight 
No need for leaks to the pale face because they can’t 
take care of their own & you know this is right. 
Open your eyes & look at the world if this you don’t 
believe 

Seek & destroy complete destruction is all they 
leave. 

From the beginning of time till now & no doubt the 
future as well 

The great manipulators with the face that’s pale. 
Respect our ancestors for the sacrifices they made 
Three wars & much death don’t let true history fade. 
Against all odds how do you think our ancestors 
remained an unconquered Tribe? 

“Unity;” standing side by side. 

Tribal affairs are to be kept amongst our kind 
Our leaders brought us out the dirt thanks to their 
brilliant business minds. 

Envy breeds hate & that is what has taken place 
You owe our leaders an apology for going to the pale 
face. 

What did you get a pat on the back for your fifteen 
minutes of shame? 


Or a handshake & an uncle tomahawk you did the 
right thang? 

Since 1492 they have done no good in this land 
We been fighting terrorism ever since but we contin- 
ue to rise out the sand. 

For our sacred circle to continue getting stronger we 
must remain unified 

Win, lose or draw we are the Unconquered standing 
side by side. 

However a Tribal member lives their life that’s their 
choice to make 

Pale face is not the problem solver of destiny or fate. 
Though pale face likes to think they are that’s not the 

Divide & conquer is all they want to take place. 
Did you get educated to become a fool? 

Wipe the cobweb from your ears & from your eyes 
pull the wool. 

We are the only Unconquered in this land 
Show respect for the Seminole Tribe & keep pale 
face out Tribal affairs understand. 

Keep it real if you are a True Seminole 
Don’t sell stories about the Tribe, sell pale face your 
soul. 

— Ike T. Harjo 

Panther Clan 


Jealous Ones Will Envy 

Jealous ones will envy for what you have achieved, 
Little homies stay real & stand your ground, they’ll 
take heed. 

There are haters all around the world, that will not 
end, 

Just continue writing those lyrics with that paper & 
pen. 

Lil’ homies I want you to know I am proud of what 
you’ve done, 

Making it the right way without a pistol grip shot- 
gun. 

I always like to see my own kind doing well, 
Hanging out with family & friends staying free of 
this cell. 

To all my people keep that unity tight, 

Don’t give into hate like the black & white. 
Always be proud you’re different & hold your head 
high, 

Ya tah thi he tho guyo; we are, that’s why. 

I apologized once & I will again Carridine, 


Just to show you how remorseful I am for being 
cruel & mean. 

I apologize & thank you at the same time, 
Carridine, I appreciate what you did for me; that 
comes from this heart of mine. 

Keep ya head up lil homie & always stay real, 

As Biggie once, said something 2 die 4, 

As Pac once said, I hope your wife know she gotta 
player for life in his prime. 

You come a long way Eli continue to hold it down, 
Lil’ homie leave those streets to those clowns. 

Lil’ homie be an inspiration to the young ones in the 
rez hood, 

Plant that seed in their minds & water it “Ain’t noth- 
ing in the streets good.” 

Carridine & Eli keep doing what you do, 

Once again your big homie Ike is proud of you. 
“Life” is crazy ain’t it? One day I’m there with you 
The next I’m gone, 10, 20, “Life” goes on. 

— Ike T. Harjo 

Panther Clan 
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Celebrating Christmas 



The Hollywood Preschool 3-year-old class perform as reindeer during their rendition of the song, “Rudolf the Red-Nosed Reindeer.” 


Preschoolers Perform in Annual Christmas Production 


BY MARISOL GO NZ ALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Holly- 
wood preschoolers entertained their 
family members, friends, teachers and 
other invited guests during their Very 
Merry Christmas production, held in the 
Headquarters Auditorium Dec 16. 

The attendees were treated to a the- 
atrical performance of songs and poems 
in both English and Mikasuki. 

Language Coordinator Jo Motlow 
North emceed the event and said that it 


was the first year that all the preschool- 
ers participated. Each class, from the 
infants to the 4-year-olds, played a part 
in the Christmas spectacle. 

“These are our future actors and 
actresses,” North stated. 

The infants, 1- and 2-year old class- 
es came out first with jingling bells 
which went along with their rendition of 
the “Jingle Bells” song. Following the 
little ones, the 3-year-olds dressed as 
reindeers and sang along with “Rudolph 
the Red-Nosed Reindeer.” 


The 4-year-olds recited “The 
Christmas We Like” poem and then 
threw snowflakes in the air while 
singing “Winter Wonderland.” 

At the end of the show, all the 3- 
and 4-year-old students gathered on 
stage to sing songs in Mikasuki, as well 
as their grand finale song, We Wish You 
a Merry Christmas.” 

The community then enjoyed lunch 
and reconvened into the auditorium 
when Santa Claus arrived to distribute 
gifts to all the boys and girls. 




Seniors Celebrate at Christmas Luncheon 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Holly- 
wood seniors held their annual Christ- 
mas luncheon at the Senior Center on 
Dec 17. 

The band Mallku performed for the 
seniors and their guests, before door 
prizes and Bingo began. Mallku played 
traditional holiday music along with 
some original pieces they composed of 
contemporary music from South Amer- 

The preschool children visited and 
sang “Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star” in 
Mikasuki and “We Wish You a Merry 
Christmas” in English. 

The seniors got into the giving 
spirit during their luncheon, which 
included door prizes that the seniors 
themselves donated for their guests in 
attendance to receive. After raffles and 
door prizes, they enjoyed a few games 
of Bingo. 

Santa Claus also made a special 
appearance and gave each senior a spe- 
cial gift. 

Elder Affairs Site Manager Patricia 
Ferreira thanked everyone for partici- 
pating before wishing them a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. 



(L-R) Elsie Bowers and Dorothy Tommie try their hand at a game of Bingo. 


Tribal Non-Residents Attend Christmas Party 



BY LORI FISHER 
Freelance Reporter 


Photographer Bob Kippen- 
berger was on-hand taking por- 
traits of those in attendance with 


HOLLYWOOD The Seminole beautifully decorated Hard 
Tnbe of Florida s non-reservation resi- Rock ba i lroom as his backdrop, 
dents attended their annual Christmas — ~ 


The festive lights and oma- 


party on Dec 21 2008 at the Seminole ments set the scene as the chil _ 
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino. dren in atte ndaiice 

eagerly awaited the 
arrival of the North 
Pole’s most famous 
resident. Upon his 
arrival, Santa Claus, 
along with his elves, 
Sadi Santos and 
Stephanie Torres, dis- 
tributed gifts to those 
in attendance at the 
holiday celebration. 

Matt Kramer and 
his Big Band took 
center stage for a 
musical performance 
and dedicated a 
Frank Sinatra song to 
non-resident and 
Chief Operations 
Officer Elrod Bow- 
ers. Kramer, formerly 
of the band Saigon 
Kick, and his band 
also played timeless 
classics including 
...... . „ .... ... _ Lor ' Flsher John Lennon’s song, 

Dakota Entry, 4, has his photo taken with Santa Claus ... „ 

at the Tribal Non-Resident party. imagine. 



Sofia Acuna, 4, and sister, Isabel, 8, with Santa. 


Tribal Citizens Host Traditional 
Christmas Celebrations 



BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

Tables laden with food, holiday 
decorations, entertainment, raffles and 
gift distributions have become symbol- 
ic of the numerous parties that take 
place throughout the month of Decem- 
ber in celebration of the Christmas hol- 
idays in Seminole Country. 

Family reunions, renewal of old 
friendships, companionship with neigh- 
bors and memorializing elders, high- 
light these holiday 
gatherings. 

“Family ties and 
cultural backgrounds 
build strong bridges 
from one generation 
to another,” said 
President Richard 
Bowers Jr. “During 
the holiday season 
we feel a desire to 
bond with our family 
and friends, rekin- 
dling memories of 
the past and examin- 
ing the path for our 
children’s future.” 

Following the 
three Seminole Wars, 
social activities for 
Native Americans in 
Florida dwindled. 

Forced to reside in 


the legacy as memorials. The late 
Frances Willie learned from her par- 
ents, Josie and Louise Billie, to open 
her heart and her home to those in need. 

“As her descendents, we are keep- 
ing her spirit alive and ensuring close 
family ties as we organize this event in 
her memory each year,” said her grand- 
daughter, Francine Osceola. 

Nina Frias, great-granddaughter of 
Tommie Jumper, eulogized the woman 
who she called the strength and core of 
her family. 

“No one was a stranger in her 


camps in remote 
areas scattered 
throughout the 
wilderness, they 
went for long peri- 
ods of time without 
interaction with each 


Judy Weeks 

Robert “Busch” Cypress holds up his raffle ticket in anticipa- 
tion of the drawing. 









Delores Jumper circulates 
pans she gave as gifts. 


her party, handing out pots and 


home,” Frais said. 
“She shared whatever 
she had with those 
who were less fortu- 
nate. She taught us 
life’s most important 
lesson — respect oth- 
ers.” 

Grandpa Henry 
Jumper spent a life- 
time helping his 
friends and neighbors 
in need. Today, his 
countless descendents 
consider it a privilege 
to acknowledge his 
sacrifices that insured 
their survival. 

People like Sue 
Jane Bert, Louise Bil- 
lie, Nancy Billie and 
Michaelene Billie 
Cypress have been 
opening their homes 
to their annual guests 
for many, many years. 
They spend months in 
preparation and when 
the day finally 
arrives, they are up 
before dawn. Bending 
over their cooking 
fires, they work with 
family members to 
prepare enough food 
for more than 400 


other. For many Tribal elders, the Green 
Com Dance, or an occasional journey 
to the nearest trading post or town, 
encompassed their social events. 

When a fellow clansman, hunting 
party or travelers visited a camp, it was 
a memorable experience and every 
effort was made to welcome their 
guests. No matter how poor or limited 
their resources, the 
host and hostesses 
willingly shared 
their hospitality and 
food. 

With the arrival 
of Christianity, as 
well as the establish- 
ment of larger camps 
and newly-formed 
churches, festive 
holiday celebrations 
have become a tradi- 
tion during the 
Christmas holidays. 

Months now go into 
planning these * 
events and organiz- , 
ing resources^ 

Organizers plan 
ahead and solicit 
donations, as well as 
hold car washes, 
garage sales, food 
concessions J and 
50/50 raffles to raise 
the funds to offset 
the en|^^^Kr 

expenses. 1 

Many of the eld- 
ers who established 
these festivities have 
now passed and their 
descendents carry on 


guests. 

With her face bright red from the 
fire, Nancy Billie, recalled why hosting 
these types of events have so much 
meaning for her. 

“It’s a lot of work, but I look for- 
ward to it each year,” Billie said. “I love 
to hear the children shout with joy over 
their gifts and see the happy faces of the 
lucky raffle winners.” 


Nancy Billie started 
order to feed her m 


cooking in the early morning hours in 
ire than 400 guests. 






Marisol Gonzalez 

Julian Chirino, 4, receives a gift from Chairman Mitchell Cypress during the toy distribution at Joe DiMaggio Chil- 
dren’s Hospital on Dec. 12, 2008. 


Chairman’s Toy Drive Benefits Charities 


BY MARISOL GO NZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress 
held his sixth annual Toy 
Drive at the comer of Stirling 
Road and St. Rd. 7, adjacent 
to the Hollywood Classic 
Casino, on Dec 10, 2008. 

The toy® received were 
distributed at local organiza- 
tions, including Joe DiMag- 
gio Children’s Hospital on 
Dec. 12, Holtz Children’s 
Hospital of Miami and the 
Sheridan House, a center that 
assists single mothers in facil- 
itating the basic needs of their 
children. 

Local radio stations 
joined forces with the Semi- 
nole Tribe of Florida^ by 
announcing the Toy Drive to ' 
the public. Each station then 
decorated one of seven trees 
with prizes they raffled off 
towards the end of the 
evening. The Hard Rock 
donated tickets to upcoming 
concerts as raffle prizes as 
well. 

During the event, volun- 
teers collected toy donations 
and unwrapped gifts which 
were distributed to the less 
fortunate. In addition, those in 
attendance enjoyed a Winter 
Wonderland theme with 20 
tons of snow to play in. 

Chairman Cypress said 
he hosts the Toy Drive every 
year because of the joy it 


brings to a child’s face when 
he or she receives a toy for 
Christmas. 

“It makes me really 
happy to see them smile,” he 
stated. 

The Chairman shared 
memories of his childhood, 
recalling a time when he was 
unable to participate in gift 
exchanges, and vowed to tty 
to make a difference in chil- 
dren’s lives during the holi- 
days. 

From newborn to young 
adolescent, each child at the 
Dec. 12 toy distribution at Joe 
DiMaggio Children’s Hospi- 
tal, located in Hollywood, 
received a toy and had a 
chance to meet Chairman 
Cypress. 

The Chairman’s Execu- 
tive Assistant S.R. Tommie 
said throughout the years, the 
Toy Drive has benefitted 
more and more children. She 
said she hopes the Tribe can 
collect more donations for 
needy children in the years to 
come. 

“The look on their face is 
all worthwhile,” Tommie said. 

According to Chairman 
Cypress, the annual Toy Drive 
would not be possible without 
the continued support of all 
Tribal citizens, employees 
and the South Florida com- 
munity members, who assist 
with donations, participation 
and their continued support of 
this annual holiday event. 



Marisol Gonzalez 

Billy Marks organizes toys donated from 
South Florida community members. 


Tribal Reps. Host Employee Holiday Party 



Santa Claus arrived via fire truck for the cele- 
Staff Reporter bration, accompanied by Noah Connell and Jason 

Allis, two of the three Emergency Services Dept. 
HOLLYWOOD — Hollywood Tribal Council employees who helped on the Mission Haiti trip ii 


Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. and Non-Resident Liaison October 2008. During their four-day stay 
Holly Tiger-Bowers hosted the 
annual Hollywood Headquarters 
Employee Christmas celebration 
in the auditorium lobby on Dec. 

18 , 2008 . 

Rep. Osceola and Liaison 
Tiger-Bowers wished all the 
attendees a Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year and thanked 
them for all their hard work 
throughout the year. 

“We are only as strong as our 
weakest link, and we are all 
strong,” Rep. Osceola told those 
in attendance. 

Tiger-Bowers expressed her 
gratitude to the employees and 
said that she appreciates all the 
staff. 

As employees and co-work- 
ers mingled and caught up with 
one another, a DJ set up under the 
chickee and played music for 
them to enjoy. Each guest 
received a raffle ticket for door 
prizes raffled at the event. 


l Haiti, 



Connell, Allis and Benjamin 
Driscoll provided medical 
assistance to more than 800 
people after Hurricane Gus- 
tav devastated the island 
nation on Aug. 26, 2008. 

Representatives from 
the Gloria Dei School, who 
organized the first Mission 
Haiti tips, plan to return to 
Haiti to provide additional 
philanthropic assistance on 
Jan. 26. 

Assistant Director of 
Human Resources Shelia 
Elliot and her staff helped 
coordinate this year’s 
Employee Christmas cele- 
bration festivities. 


President Hosts Christmas Celebration 


BY MARI SOL GONZAL EZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD Presi- 
dent Richard Bowers Jr. hosted 
a community Christmas cele- 
bration for Tribal citizen^ and 
employees at the Hollywood 
gym on Dec 29, 2008. 

President Bowers : said 
although he had to reschedule 
the party which was supposed 
to take place at an earlier date, 


he was glad to see that many 
people could make it. Betty 
Osceola of the Hollywood 
reservation said a prayer for the 
food and shared many blessing 
for those in attendance. 

“I thank Richard for bring- 
ing us all together,” she said. 

The guests shared in con- 
versation with friends, family 
and co-workers and listened to 
music played by the Dale Pow- 
ers Band. The Dale Powers 
Band also regularly plays at the 


Council Oak inside the Semi- 
nole Hard Rock Hotel & Casi- 
no. 

Event organizers handed 
out raffle tickets to each Tribal 
citizen for dozens of door prizes 
distributed throughout the after- 
noon. The grand prize was a 
new four-wheel ATV, which 
Connie Gowen took home. 
Gowen received a big hug from 
President Bowers, and then 
posed on her ATV for all to see. 



President Richard Bowers Jr. with Connie Gowen, the grand prize winner of an ATV. 


Hollywood Tribal Community Celebrates 
Christmas with Carnival, Holiday Party 



BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD 

The Hollywood gym was 
transformed into Santa’s 
backyard for the annual 
Hollywood Community 
Christmas Party on Dec 20, 

2008. With artificial snow 
and Christmas ornaments 
galore, Tribal citizens 
basked in the holiday spirit. 

Hollywood Tribal 
Council Rep. Max B. Osce- 
ola spoke to the crowd and 
welcomed everyone to the 
annual event. 

Rep. Osceola shared 
memories of past leaders 
and said that he remembers 
when the Tribe was small 
and how it’s grown bigger 
and bigger. He emphasized 
that everyone should treat 
each day as if it was Christ- 
mas day, and for there to be 
no animosity towards oth- 

“If we treat everyday 
like Christmas day, there 
would be peace on Earth.” 

Rep. Osceola stated. 

Community members 
dined on food catered by 
Renegade BBQ. They also 
participated in card tricks 
performed by a magician. 

A stage was set up for multiple performanc- 
es by Paul “Cowbone” Buster and the First 
Seminole Baptist Choir, an Elvis impersonator 
and singer Spencer Battiest. 

Santa Claus was then introduced after Bat- 
tiest performed his rendition of the holiday 
song, “Santa Claus is Coming to Town.” 

Santa arrived on the stage and began calling 
out names for the attendees to receive their 
Christmas gift, with stations set up around the 


gym for the various age groups. From infant to 
senior, all Tribal citizens received their Christ- 
mas gift. 

-'Mrs. Claus was also on hand and visited 
with all the children as well. 

The ball field was also converted into a car- 
nival for all the children to enjoy themselves. 
Rides, games and' carnival foods were only part 
of what was in store for the community mem- 
bers. 



Members of the First Seminole Baptist Church Choir sing at the party, held Dec. 20, 2008 in the gym. 






Preschoolers Commemorate Christmas, 
Entertain Family During Annual Program 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — In 
the spirit of the holiday sea- 
son, community parents, rela- 
tives and invited guests 
attended the annual Preschool 
Christmas Program, held at 
the Preschool on Dec. 17, 

2008. 

The little ones exercised 
their singing skills and 
opened presents in a short 
gathering complete with a 
visit from Jolly Old Saint 
Nick. 

“It was a nice program,” 

Tribal citizen and parent 
Alice Billie said. “I enjoyed 
the singing portion the most.” 

Tribal Board Assistant 
Lenny Jim made a big splash 
playing the role of Santa 
while also enjoying the day 
with son, Leighton. His 
Santa, however, took on a dif- 
ferent look from the tradition- 
al. 

“I always like to try to do 
different types of stuff and I 
wanted to give Santa a little Chris c. Jenkins 

twist,” Jim explained. Lazzlow Billie tears open his race car Christmas gift. 



(L-R) Friends Mark Kirkland and Tyrus Billie battle in the joust during the carnival. 

BC Council Hosts Christmas Carnival 

Ronnie Milsap Performs at Annual Big Cypress Event 




BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The 
Big Cypress Tribal Council 
Office and the Big Cypress 
community showed off their 
holiday spirits in a big way at 
the annual Council Christmas 
Celebration, held Dec. 18, 
2008 at the Junior Cypress 
Rodeo Arena. 

The gathering was open to 
Tribal citizens in Big Cypress, 
and members of the local com- 
munity. 

“It is a way to get every- 
one together and to have a 
good time because this is a 
growing community and it is 
getting a lot larger,” Big 
Cypress Board Rep. Cicero 
Osceola said. “We want to 
show our appreciation for them 
and give back.” 

Seven-time Grammy 
Award, and four-time Acade- 
my of Country Music Award 
winner, Ronnie Milsap enter- 
tained those in attendance by 
performing some of his great- 
est hits. The country music 
superstar and legend has sold 
more than 25 million records 


with 40 No. 1 hits in his illus- 
trious career. 

The event also came com- 
plete with an appearance from 
Santa, gifts for the youth, a raf- 
fle and a carnival with more 
than 10 rides. The youngsters 
also enjoyed playing in 
two bounce houses, 
challenging each other 
in a jousting ring, and 
flying high on the 
bungee ride. The fun- 
filled day has been 
something many of the 
youth on and off the 
reservation look for- 
ward to each year. 

“It has been really 
fun every year because 
of all the rides,” Tyrus 
Billie said. 

He said the joust 
and racing rides are his 
favorites. 

“I like being with 
my friends, especially 
Tyrus, because we both 
like some of the same 
things,” friend Mark 
Kirkland explained. 

Clewiston resi- 
dent Amparo Suarez flyze | 
said she enjoys com- 


ing each year because of the 
nice community atmosphere. 

“Everyone gets along in 
BC and this is a lot of fun,” 
Suarez said. “You are able to 
conversate, relax and have a 
good time.” 


He described his 
Santa as “Southern 
Santa,” the cousin of the 
traditional North Pole 
Santa. He dressed in a 
military-themed camou- 
flaged version of the tra- 
ditional red and white 
regalia. He said Seminole 
Tribune freelance 

reporter Judy Weeks 
helped create the outfit. 

“Down here in the 
south, especially in BC 
where it is hot, there is a 
lot of hunting and fish- 
ing,” Jim said. “I figured 
why not mix it up a lit- 
tle.” 

In all, he gave away 
more than 30 gifts at the 
event. 

“This was a good 
event because we, once 
again, got to invite all the 
parents to come on out 
and spend some time with 
their children and enjoy,” 
Preschool Parent Involve- 
ment Aide and Secretary 
Claudia Esparza said. 



The preschoolers and their teachers sing Christmas carols. 



Country Musician Ronnie Milsap entertains the crowds at the annual BC Council Christmas Celebration. 


Big Cypress Tribal Employee Christmas Photo 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Tribal employees and staff inside the Big Cypress Family Investment Center for the annual Christmas group 
photo on Dec. 11, 2008. 


Claudia Doctor receives her gift from Santa Claus at the serniors’ annual gift exchange, held Dec. 19, 2008. 


Seniors Get in Holiday Spirit at Gift Exchange 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — 

Tribal seniors of the 
community got into the 
holiday spirit Dec. 19, 
2008 with their annual 
Christmas gift 

exchange, held at the 
Big Cypress Senior 
Center. 

“I have fun doing 
these kinds of things,” 
Tribal senior Claudia 
Doctor said. “I turned 
55 a few years ago so I 
like coming to this 
place.” 

The afternoon came 
complete with holiday 
musical selections from 
Tribal citizen Jonah 
Cypress, Bingo games 
and a visit from Santa 
Claus. 

“They say that they 
love seeing Santa every 
year,” Elder Services 
Site Manager Cecilia 


Solano said. “It helps 
brighten up their day 
and they actually expect 
it.” 

Herman L. Osceola 
Recreation Center Man- 
ager Stan Frischman 
played the role of Santa 
after being asked at the 
last minute. He said 
although the “whole 
thing was unexpected 
... I was glad to do it.” 

“I have done it 
before with the children, 
before but never with 
the seniors,” Frischman 
said. “They seemed to 
get into the spirit though 
and enjoyed.®’ 

The day also cele- 
brated and acknowl- 
edged the monthly, 
birthdays! December 
births included: 

Theodore Cypress, Joe 
B. Osceola, Teresa 
Jumper, Mary J. Rob- 
bins, Alice Tigertail and 
Louise Tigertail. 









Ahfachkee School Students Perform in Theatrical Christmas Program 


Students Entertain Family, Friends with 
Musical, Acting Abilities 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The students of 
the Ahfachkee School entertained their 
families and community members on the 
evening of Dec. 16, 2008, with a Christ- 
mas Program. 

For the performance of the musical, 
the Herman L. Osceola Gym was convert- 
ed into a country western theme. Split rail 
fences, snow-laden Christmas trees, stars 
twinkling in the rafters and western mem- 
orabilia transported the audience to the 
imaginary town of Snowy Gulch. 

School Principal Walt Swan made the 
welcoming address and wished everyone 
a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
on behalf of the students and staff of the 
Ahfachkee School. Pastor Bruce Pratt of 
the Big Cypress First Baptist Church led 
with the invocation and then introduced 
Master of Ceremonies Keeno King. 

“The citizens of Snowy Gulch are 
faced this evening with an old-time melo- 
drama,” said King. “Watch as they handle 
their predicament and attempt to save the 
spirit of Christmas.” 

Singing “Christmas at the OK Cor- 
ral,” the pre-kindergarten through sixth 
graders, gave the opening performance. A 
highlight of their medley took place when 
the younger children stepped forward to 


impersonate farm animals. 

As the story unfolded, the villain 
Bubble Gum Bart, played by Edward 
Aguilar Jr., rode into town and refused to 
allow the citizens to celebrate Christmas. 
The Mayor of Snowy Gulch, played by 
Alphonso Alvarado Jr., attempted to rea- 
son with him, but to no avail. 

The fifth and sixth graders took turns 
narrating the plot of the story while indi- 
vidual grades performed songs, complete 
with costume changes and props. 

At long last, the hero Candy Cane 
Kid, played by A.J. Tigertail, challenged 
Bart and determined the cause of his nasty 
behavior. In the end, the town’s members 
convert the villain, filling him with the 
Christmas spirit. 

Both the seventh and eighth grades 
had written, directed, produced and 
played, both following a similar good 
verses evil plot, in two Christmas videos 
filmed at various locations throughout the 
reservation. Tribal community and family 
members watched the films on the wall of 
the gym. 

Student Council President Albert 
Cypress gave a short address to the assem- 
bly on behalf of the student body and Big 
Cypress Board Rep. Cicero Osceola 
acknowledged the students and staff for 
their hard work in preparation for the 
extraordinary presentation. 



Judy Weeks 

The little barnyard animals dressed as pigs and cows, (L-R) Lauren Doctor, Timothy Tigertail 
and Sontino Billie, enthusiastically play their roles. 




Thomlynn Billie waves ribbons of bubble gum to dissuade the 
evil efforts of Bubble Gum Bart, played by Edward Aguilar Jr. 


Judy Weeks 

Playing the mayor of Snowy Gulch, Alphonso Alvarado Jr., 
attempts to thwart the evil of the villain, Bubble Gum Bart. 


Seniors Share In Holiday Spirit at Party 




Freelance Reporter 


BIG CYPRESS — The Big Cypress 
seniors attended their annual Christmas 
party on Dec. 16, 2008 at the Senior Center. 
Guests from Hollywood and Immokalee 
joined in the festivities. 

Paul “Cowbone” Buster and Tony 
Osceola provided live entertainment by 
playing their guitars and singing Christmas 
carols, hymns and country western 
favorites. Trading places, Jonah Cypress 
picked up his guitar and accompanied 
Marie Phillips with traditional hymns. 

A reverent hush fell over the Senior 
Center when Phillips sang “Oh, Holy 
Night,” and more than one person shed a 
tear. 

Sadie Billie came forward and said: “I 
am 76 years old and I thank God for every 
day that I wake up. I learned at an early age 
to put my trust in God and lay my problems 
in his hands. He has always carried my load 
and shown me the way. God is the Creator 
of all things." 

In conclusion, she sang her mother’s 
favorite traditional Indian hymn in Creek. 
Almost immediately, her appreciative audi- 
ence joined the chorus and then they sang 
two more songs together. 

Tribal elder Frank Billie made one of 
his rare public appearances despite his 
advanced years. As retired pastor of the Big 
Cypress New Testament Baptist Church, 
and one of the original signers of the Tribal 


Esther Buster holds up the patchwork skirt she w 


Frank Billie spends time with fellow BC community members 
at the party, held Dec. 16, 2008 at the Senior Center 

Constitution, Billie looks forward 
to the Christmas season and 
spending time with his family 
and multitude of friends. 

Pastor Bruce Pratt spoke 
about the origin of Christmas and 
offered the blessing. Big Cypress 
Board Rep. Cicero Osceola made 
a brief holiday presentation prior 
to the serving of the catered 
lunch. 

Colorfully-wrapped presents 
surrounded the Christmas tree 
before each one of the seniors 
received their gifts. Intermittent- 
ly, event organizers drew raffle 
tickets for additional gifts includ- 
ing ceramics, a patchwork skirt, 
apron and mitt set, Christmas 
wreaths and a man’s watch with 
the Tribal logo. 

The seniors also played four 
games of Bingo with the Tigertail 
ladies, Alice and Mary, hitting a 
hot streak. Other winners were: 
Crazy L: Alice Tigertail; Double 
Postage Stamp: Louise Osceola; 
Regular Bingo: Mary Tigertail; 
on in the gift raffle. Ful1 Card/Cover All with 4 Wild 
Numbers: Mary Tigertail. 



The judges selected Alice Billie’s family Christmas card for first place in the community. 


Annual Christmas Card Contest Draws 
Numerous Competitors in BC 

BY JUDY WEEKS ual themes, designing and fabricating the works 

Freelance Reporter of art. A great deal of ingenuity and artistic tal- 

ent went into the preparation of the projects, and 
BIG CYPRESS — Twenty-five giant each entry stood on its own merits. There was no 
Christmas cards decorated the landscape of the duplication and a wide variety of ideas, making 
Big Cypress Reservation heralding the spirit and the judging process very difficult, 
message of the Christmas holidays. Cards with religious, spiritual and cultural 

The Recreation Dept, sponsored the annual themes, interspersed with traditional Christmas 


contest under the supervision of Recreation 
Manager Stan 

Frischman. The 

judging took place 
on the afternoon of 
Dec. 16, 2008, with 
separate judging for 
family residences 
and Tribal depart- 
ments. 

Each entrant 
could receive a 
score ranging from 
1-100. Frischman 
guided the panel of 
three impartial 
judges through the 
maze of cards, while 
each judge deter- contest, 
mined their own 
score. The difficult 

task took more than an hour to complete. 

After a tough decision the winners were with little Native American characters and 
announced. Department: 1. Fitness, 2. Recre- topped it with a Seminole doll. The Marilyn 
ation, 3. Preschool; Families: 1 . Alice Billie and Jumper family placed clan symbols around a 
family, 2. Lorraine Billie and family, 3. Shani chickee entitled “The Greatest Gift,” while the 
Billie and family. Mary Bear family did a eulogy to a loved one 

Long hours went into establishing individ- with “There is an Angel on Top of My Tree.” 



The Fitness Dept, took first place amongst the 
Tribal department entries in the Christmas card 


poems and stories, lined the 
reservation. Classic designs 
of fireplaces with stockirfgs*^ 
Christmas trees and presentsT( 
stood their own against spe- 
cial lighting effects and 
musical cards. 

Among the more cre- 
ative entries, the Tribal 
Council’s entry featured a 
candy house and pathway 
made from real cookies, 
simulated marshmallow 
roof, lollipop flowers and a 
snowman with a real scarf 
and top hat. The Ahfachkee 
School art classes created a 
lifelike Christmas tree from 
hundreds of green painted 
hand prints and wrapped 
presents from each grade level. 

The Alice Billie family surrounded their tree 
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Seniors, Community, Preschoolers, President 
Celebrate Christmas at Numerous Events 


I 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — The Brighton Community 
celebrated the holidays with family and friends at 
their many holiday gatherings. There was singing, 
eating and even a couple visits from Santa Claus. 

President’s Christmas 

President Richard Bowers Jr. stopped by 
Brighton Dec. 17, 2008 to share in the holiday 
spirit by throwing a Christmas celebration for the 
Brighton community at the gym. 

He reminded the community of how blessed 
the Tribe really is during this difficult time for our 
country. 

“We are enjoying ourselves and that is some- 
thing to be said for our Tribe,” President Bowers 
said. “God has blessed us.” 

Family and friends captured the moment by 
having pictures professionally taken with a Semi- 
nole Tribe backdrop. 

Christmas music played in the background as 
the Tribal community talked, laughed and ate to 
be merry. 

Senior Christmas 

It was a full house at the Senior Center on 
Dec. 18, 2008 as Tribal seniors gathered for their 
Christmas party. 



The Charter School students sing with holiday spirit. 


The preschool 4-year-old class serenaded the 
seniors with holiday classics including “Jingle 
Bells” and “We Wish You a Merry Christmas.” 
After singing, the children went around shaking 
hands and giving hugs, wishing the seniors a very 
merry Christmas and presenting them with Popsi- 
cle®-stick ornaments decorated with glitter. 

Cheers and claps could be heard as the sen- 
iors played games for holiday door prizes. 

Not forgetting about traditions, the seniors 
enjoyed sofkee before their feast. During their 
meal they visited with friends and caught up with 
some they hadn’t seen in awhile. 

Community Christmas 

Tribal citizens came together Dec. 18, 2008 
to celebrate Christmas as a community at the Fred 
Smith Rodeo Arena. 

Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Roger Smith 
welcomed the community and brought Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress to the stage. Chairman Cypress 
was presented with a new bolo tie as a token of 
appreciation from the Brighton community. 

Wonder Johns led the First Indian Baptist 
Church in the singing of hymns including “Go 
Tell it on the Mountain” and “Hark the Herald 
Angels Sing.” Johns also read a passage about the 
story of Christmas. 



Rachel Buxton 


Grandma Agnes Bert gets a special visit from grand- 
daughter, Tammy Martinez, at the seniors’ Christmas 
celebration on Dec. 18, 2008. 


Students from Pemayetv Emahakv Charter 
School took the stage to sing carols to the crowd. 
Boys and girls bounced up and down with huge 
smiles on their faces as they sang “Jingle Bells.” 
The students also sang their rendition of songs in 
their native Creek language. 

Howard Micco spoke a few words about the 
holiday and the true meaning behind Christmas 
before he said the blessing for the meal, catered 
by Renegade Barbeque. 

Throughout the night, children had their pic- 
ture taken with Santa who came for a visit. They 
could also have their faces painted, with little girls 
donning butterflies and boys transforming into 
Spiderman. 

The community ended the night and celebra- 
tion with door prizes, along with a special ATV 
donated to the community by Chairman Cypress. 

Preschool Christmas 

The preschoolers had a very special visitor 
Dec. 23, 2008 at their Christmas celebration. 
Santa rode up in a fire engine at the preschool to 
greet the children. 

The youngsters took turns visiting with Santa 
as he picked them up and passed out presents. 
After Santa emptied his bag, parents and children 
shared a holiday lunch together. 

The Seminole Fire Dept, was on hand to help 
out with the festivities. 



Rachel Buxton 


Gage Riddle gets ready to open his Christmas gift. 



(L-R) Delaney Osceola, Korvette Billie, Tyra Baker, Odessa King and Cheyenne Fish at Disney World. 


Youngsters Celebrate Holidays at Disney 


BY VALERIE MARONE 
Family Services Dept. 

KISSIMMEE, Fla. Youth 
from Brighton’s S.W.A.M.R Pro- 
gram, which stands for, “Seminoles 
Without Addictions Make 
Progress,” received an early holiday 
treat on Dec. 12 when they attended 
Mickey’s Very Merry Christmas 
Party at Disney’s Magic Kingdom. 

The first stop on the agenda 
included a parade of the Disney 
characters in holiday attire singing 
and dancing to welcome in the 2008 
holiday season, as snow flakes gen- 
tly fell on the theme park’s Main 
Street. 

It was a cold Florida evening, 
but the youngsters said the compli- 
mentary hot chocolate and warm 
cookies served throughout the park 
really hit the spot. 

After the parade, everyone rode 
the rides, went to the shows and 
shopped for souvenirs. The evening 
ended with the Holiday Wishes - 
Celebrate the Spirit of the Season 
fireworks spectacular and Tinker 
Bell flying from the ice-covered 
Cinderella Castle across the night 
sky. 



Valerie Marone 

(L-R) Chloe Chalfant and Sunni Bearden display Chloe’s new Minnie 
Mouse souvenir. 





Valerie Marone 


(L-R) Korvette Billie, Odessa King, Tyra Baker, 
Cheyenne Fish and Delaney Osceola get ready to laugh 
at the Monster’s Inc. Laugh Floor. 



Valerie Marone 

Odessa King and Tyra Baker at Stitch’s Great Escape. 


Youth Portray Nativity Story in Theatrical Production 


BY JUDY W EEKS 
Freelance Reporter 




IMMOKALEE — Without its 
own church, the Immokalee communi- 
ty has struggled to survive for years as 
a mission served by members of the 
Christian communities in Big Cypress 
and Brighton. During the past few 
months, the Immokalee First Baptist 
Indian Church has finally become a 
reality. 

In addition to breaking ground for 
a new sanctuary, the church members 
have instituted a youth program under 
the direction of Geraldine Osceola. 
Starting from the ground up is not an 
easy task, but she has definitely 
proven equal to the challenge. 

Kicking off the new program, 
Osceola undertook a rather difficult 
project in the form of a Nativity Play 
for the Christmas holidays. Osceola 
canvassed the children one by one as 
she solicited their help and quickly 
aroused their interest. By the first 
week in November, she had already 
met with a group of approximately 25 
youngsters. 

The children then continued to 
meet at least twice and sometimes 
three afternoons a week, as they 
worked out the logistics for their play 
and practiced for their theatrical pro- 
duction. By the first dress rehearsal, 
the performers grew overwhelmed 
with enthusiasm. 

Their debut performance took 
place at the weekly meeting of the 
church membership on the evening of 
Dec. 11, 2008, to rave reviews. 


Nearly the entire Immokalee 
Community turned out for their pres- 
entation at the annual Christmas party 
on Dec. 19, where they made a curtain 
call following 'the finale. The enthusi- 
asm of the young actors carried them 
to a final performance before their 
peers at the Recreation Dept. Christ- 
mas Party on Dec. 23, 2008. 

As narrator, Randee Osceola 
spoke in a clear, confident voice, as 
she transported the audience to the 
City of Bethlehem more than 2,000 
years ago. Dining her narration, Osce- 
ola told the Bible story of the birth of 
Jesus, marking the origins of Christi- 
anity. 

In the opening scene, Joseph, 
played by Nehemiah Roberts, brings 
his pregnant wife, Mary, played by 
Chelsey Ford, to Bethlehem where she 
gives birth to the Christ Child in a pal- 
metto-thatched stable. Elegantly 
attired Wise Men, played by Jon Jim- 
mie, Dennis Gonzales and Troy Cantu, 
came to witness the miracle as a cho- 
rus of angels sang traditional Christ- 
mas hymns. 

The angels, adorned in flowing 
white gowns with gossamer wings and 
sparkling halos were played by Gherri 
Osceola, Alexis Jimmie, Eliza Mora, 
Randean Osceola, Jordan Osceola, 
Destinee Jimmie, Priscilla Alvarado, 
Alycia Mora, Aaliyah Mora, Jillian 
Rodriguez, Shyanna Escobar, Geneva 
Garcia and Marina Garcia. 

Following the pageant, the angels 
traded in their halos for antlers and 
puffy red noses and sang a series of 
Christmas songs, beginning with 
“Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer.” 



(L-R) Dennis Gonzales Jr., Chelsey Ford, Nehemiah Roberts and Troy Cantu perform their parts in the Nativity story. 
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Immokalee Reservation Commemorates Christmas 


Various Parties, Card Contest Round Out Celebrations 




BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — Tribal citizens in 
Immokalee spent the full month of December 2008, 
planning, preparing and attending a multitude of 
Christmas holiday celebrations. They look forward 
each year to the opportunity to strengthen family 
ties and renew old relationships, while sharing the 
joys of the holiday season with each other. 

During these celebrations, attendees remember 
loved ones, and bring old memories to life, as they 
create new memories as well. This also gives the 
older generations a chance to pass on cultural tradi- 
tions to the next generation. 

Senior Christmas Party 

The Immokalee Senior Center hosted the annu- 
al Seniors Christmas Party on Dec. 10, 2008. Guests 
entered the room filled with the sounds of Christ- 
mas carols and old time favorites being sung by 
Linda Beletso and Joe Billie. Taking advantage of 
the karaoke machine, partygoers took turns joining 
in the entertainment. 

Happy competitors yearning to try their luck 
with the Bingo cards quickly filled the tables. Win- 
ners were: Double Bingo: Alice Billie; Double 
Postage Stamp: Nellie Bain; Crazy Letter “L”: 
Linda Frank; Small Picture Frame: Mary Tigertail; 
Full Card: Lucille Jumper. 

While playing their games, raffle tickets were 
frequently drawn and the lucky winners received an 
opportunity to select one of the gaily wrapped pres- 
ents lining the back of the room. 

A special guest in a red suit and long white 
beard livened up the party with a “Ho-Ho-Ho” and 
then set up his shop beside the Christmas tree. As 
the gift numbers were drawn, the recipients paid a 
visit to Santa and then collected their presents. 

The room filled with laughter upon the arrival 
of Big Cypress Council Rep. David Cypress. Mov- 
ing from table to table, he spread cheer with his 
witty remarks and playful banter. The room roared 
with laughter .when he crawled up on Santa’s lap 
and gave him a big hug. 

Everyone received a basket of mixed fruits and 
holiday treats from Chairman Mitchell Cypress. 

Preschoolers Receive A Visit From Santa 

The preschool students played host and hostess 
to their families at a Christmas party on Dec. 15, 
2008 at the Senior Center. After weeks of rehearsal, 
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The super grand prize four-wheeler went to lucky winner fl chorus of ange | s e „tertain the Immokalee Community with “I 
formance of the Nativity Play. 


Susan Davis. 


ih the Red Nosed Reindeer” following a per- 



(L-R) Jesus Arteaga Jr., Angelo Colon Jr., and Jaliyah 
Arteaga sing “You Are My Sunshine” at the Immokalee 
Preschool Christmas Party. 



Red-Nosed Reindeer” musical number. 


the time finally arrived to perform their holiday pro- 
gram. 

The youngsters eagerly lined up beside the 
Christmas tree, and holding sun beams around their 
faces, sang “You Are My Sunshine” as their open- 
ing number. A quick costume change to antlers and 
red noses transformed the chorus for their rendition 
of “Rudolph, The Red Nosed Reindeer.” 

Whether shaking their bells or donning halos as 
angels, enthusiasm from each performer filled the 
room, as they sang one Christmas carol after anoth- 
er. The teachers did a fabulous job and the young- 
sters didn’t want to leave the stage even after they 
finished their performances. 

Attendees dined on a catered luncheon of 
authentic Mexican food prior to the arrival of an 
honored guest from the North Pole. The jolly old 
fellow received a mixed reaction from his young 
audience; some rushed to climb on his lap while 
others maintained their distance, and a few stayed 
away entirely. 

As Santa Claus called their names, each of the 
children came forward to receive a stack of presents 
from beneath the tree. They opened their presents 
before individual families had their portraits taken 
with Santa Claus. 

Employee Christmas Party 

The employee Secret Santa Gift Exchange took 
place on Dec. 18, 2008 in the Immokalee Gym, fol- 
lowing the annual Holiday Pot Luck Luncheon. 

Immokalee’s Human Resource Rep. Angella 
Dixon set the mood when she sang “Oh, Holy 
Night” a capella. Her beautiful voice filled the gym 
with the true spirit of the Christmas holidays. Then 
the preschoolers entertained the group with their 
rendition of “Jingle Bells.” 

Immokalee Tribal Council Liaison Elaine 
Aguilar showed her appreciation to the employees 
by giving everyone a large fruit filled basket with a 
candy apple and jar of trail mix. 

With more than 60 people in attendance, the 
room was filled with laughter as the employees 
played the Gift Game. Each individual received 
three numbered tickets. Large and small presents 
were piled high on a table and as the numbers were 
drawn, the winners came forward and selected a 
package. 

Eventually, everyone held a gift, but now the 
game took a twist. When each number was called, 
that person had the option of exchanging their pack- 
age and claiming one from another person. Some of 
the wrapped presents 
moved around the room a 
dozen times, as its con- 
tent was anticipated. 
Bringing the players for- 
ward by table, the pack- 
ages were opened in front 
of the audience. Super 
prizes were interspersed 
with a multitude of gag 
gifts. 

The gift exchange 
was followed by a grand 
prize drawing in which 
the winners were: Play 
Station 3: Lois Jenkins; 
$500 Gift Card: Kenny 
Joe Davis; Plasma TV: 
Maria Billie. 

Immokalee Community 
Christmas Party 
The annual Christ- 
mas Party for the 
Immokalee Community 
took place on the evening 
of Dec. 19, 2008, in a 
large tent in the parking 



Maria Billie (L) helps Agnes Cypress carry her Christmas gifts. 


lot of the Administration Building. Carnival rides 
and a concession stand provided an afternoon of 
entertainment with the real party getting underway 
at 6 p.m. 

Immokalee Tribal Council Liaison Elaine 
Aguilar made opening remarks to a tent filled to 
capacity with holiday revelers. 

“Despite economic woes around the world, it 
has been a wonderful year for the Seminole Tribe,” 
Liaison Aguilar said. “We have expanded our 
sources of income, are building and remodeling 
homes throughout the reservation, and ground was 
broken for the long awaited church just a few days 
ago.” 

“Our ancestors fought and worked hard to 
insure our future in Florida and we should remem- 
ber them in our prayers as we give thanks during the 
holiday season. They planted the seed and now it is 
our job to make sure that it grows,” concluded 
Aguilar. 

The youth group from the Immokalee First 
Baptist Indian Church gave an extraordinary pres- 
entation of the Nativity, which told the true origin 
and meaning of Christmas. Following the play, the 
chorus of angels performed a series of Christmas 
carols and then wished everyone “Peace on Earth 
and Good Will to All Men.” 

Prior to the annual gift distribution, event 
organizers divided the gifts into age- and gender- 
appropriate categories. Calling the children forward 
one at a time, they had an opportunity to select one 
present each. Raffle tickets were drawn for the 
grand prizes which included bicycles, iPods®, tele- 
visions and a Nintendo Wii®. 

Next, the adult raffle took place, and the lucky 
ticket holders had the opportunity to select their gift 
from the mountain of possibilities. Holding onto 
their tickets, all of the adults had an opportunity to 
win one of the spectacular grand prizes including a 
flat screen TV, living room full of furniture and a 
washer and dryer. 

The office of Chairman Mitchell Cypress spon- 
sored the super grand prize, a four-wheeler. A hush 
fell over the tent as the lucky number was drawn. 
Following a drum roll, lucky recipient Susan Davis 
shouted with delight as she anticipated riding her 
prize well into the New Year. 

Giant Christmas Card Contest 

The Immokalee Recreation Dept., under the 



Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. David Cypress climbs on 
Santa’s lap to deliver his Christmas list. 

direction of Johnny Boone, challenged the commu- 
nity to make the most interesting card in the Giant 
Christmas Card Contest. Dividing the group into 
resident, non-resident and departmental categories, 
the competition drew a wide range of entries. 

Creativity abounded with themes ranging from 
spiritual and traditional, to cartoon and humor. A 
great deal of effort went into fabricating all of the 
entries, making them extremely difficult to judge. 

The suspense built as the days passed, but the 
winners were finally announced at the Community 
Christmas Party. 

Residents: 1. “A Charlie Brown Xmas” made 
by The Jock Family, 2. Susan Davis Family, 3. Pete 
Aguilar Jr. Family; Non-Residents: 1. “Hark, the 
Herald Angels Sing” made by the Kenny Joe Davis 
Sr. Family, 2. America Martinez, 3. Ralph Escobar 
Family; Departments: 1. “The Stockings Were 
Hung by the Chimney with Care” made by the Sen- 
ior Centcr, 2nTousi ng Department, 3. Library. 



(L-R) Linda Riso, Jovita Turriabagias, Gayle Greer, Immokalee Tribal Council Liaison Elaine Aguilar and SPD Officer 
Tom Faherty take turns opening their presents, which ranged from useful items to gag gifts, they won during the 
Gift Game. 
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Victoria Presley 

(L-R, Back Row) Damian Escobar, Edward Aguilar Jr., Jack Tahchawwickah, Paul 
Tahchawwickah, Zephaniah Roberts, (L-R, Front Row) Lauren Posada, Lindsey Posada, 

Jack Aguilar, Neo Motlow and Ezekiel Roberts helped pack Christmas baskets for the 
needy and stuffed stockings for the soldiers serving in Iraq in an effort to spread Christ- 
mas cheer. 


Youngsters Spread Christmas 
Cheer to Soldiers, Needy 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — As the holiday 
season drew near, the Immokalee Edu- 
cation Dept, saw an opportunity to let 
the children of the community leam 
about the joy of giving and sharing with 
those less fortunate. 

On Nov. 15, 2008, Asst. Education 
Director Victoria Presley set a goal for 
seven baskets to help feed the needy 
during the holidays. Letting the children 
distribute flyers and collect non-perish- 
able food donations, she launched a 
drive within the community. 

Getting the ball rolling, her depart- 
ment supplied a ham for each basket. 
Word spread quickly and before long 
other departments began participating 
and Immokalee Tribal Council Liaison 
Elaine Aguilar offered assistance. 

The children were filled with enthu- 
siasm and couldn’t wait to load the bas- 
kets for delivery on Nov. 25, 2008. The 
Battered Women’s Shelter received 
three of the baskets and the remainder 
went to needy families designated by a 
local relief organization. 

The Seminole Tribe has always 


held veterans in high regard. With this 
thought in mind, a plan was placed in 
action to provide the children with an 
opportunity to see how they could show 
their gratitude to the men and women 
serving in the armed forces and fighting 
for freedom. 

Liaison Aguilar and the Recreation 
Dept, agreed to sponsor the project. 

Elsie Bowers, general manager of 
the Tribal Smoke Shop operation, con- 
tributed cartons of cigarettes and chew- 
ing tobacco. Beef jerky, snacks, candy, 
gum, socks, board games, puzzles, 
cards, dice, baseballs and footballs were 
purchased. 

Enough items were accumulated to 
stuff 100 stockings and the children 
were ecstatic. How to get the stockings 
to the soldiers in Iraq became the next 
hurdle. 

Immokalee Fitness Dept, employee 
Tracey DeLaRosa, has a sister, Maggie, 
in the Armed Forces. Currently sta- 
tioned in Texas, she has two Air Force 
friends based in Iraq. A few phone calls 
later and connections had been made. 

By Dec. 7, 2008 the stockings were 
on their way to their destination in Iraq, 
and the children were jubilant. 



Marisol Gonzalez 

(L-R) Michael Cantu, Trail Liaison William Osceola and JR Battiest assist in calling out the 
winners during the raffle. 


Trail Community Attends 
Annual Christmas Party 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ Osceola Jr. walked away with the top 

Staff Reporter P rizes of the event Huggins won a plas- 

ma television, and Osceola, a new golf 



HOLLYWOOD — The Trail cart. 

Seminoles celebrated Christmas at their Liaison Osceola thanked everyone 
annual party, held this year at the Hard in attendance and wished everyone a 
Rock Hotel & Casino on Dec. 14, 2008. safe and happy holiday season. 

Trail Liaison 
William Osceola 
joined his guests 
for a day full of fun 
and prizes. 

The Plateros, a 
family blues band, 
from Albuquerque, 

N.M., treated the 
guests to a musical 
performance, while 
JR Battiest emceed 
the gathering and 
kept The crowd 
entertained for the 
remainder of the 
r event. 

Santa Claus 
made a guest 
appearance and 
presented each 
child with a gift; 
the leftover toys 
were donated to 
those in need 
through the Toys 
for Tots charity. 

The children also 
took portraits with 
Santa for keep- 
sakes. 

Raffle tickets 
were given to each 
visitor for a multi- 
tude of gifts. Trail 
community mem- 
bers Norman Hug- 
gins and Samuel C. 


Samuel C. Osceola Jr. of the Trail community w 


Tampa, Ft. Pierce Celebrate the Holidays 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

TAMPA — The Tampa and Ft. 
Pierce communities gathered at the Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino Dec. 22, 2008 to 
ring in the holidays at their Community 
Christmas Bash. 

Liaisons Richard Henry of Tampa 
and Sally Tommie of Ft. Pierce wel- 
comed the two communities — “partners 
in crime” as Liaison Tommie described 
them — to the event. 

“We are here to celebrate,” she said. 
“Coming together like different reserva- 
tions and generations did in the past.” 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress and 
Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Roger 
Smith also attended the event and 
received gifts on behalf of the two Tribal 
communities. 

Tampa elder Bobby Henry said the 
blessing and then the party began in the 
ballroom which was decorated in a red 
and gold color scheme. South Florida 
band Libido took the stage and provided 
the musical entertainment during dinner. 
Libido played modem classics covered 
by Michael Jackson, Norah Jones and 
Stevie Wonder. 

Following dinner, Liaisons Henry 
and Tommie took the stage again to 
announce the winners of the Tampa house 
decorating contest. The Seminole Police 
Dept, conducted the judging that lasted 
until almost 2 a.m. the previous Friday, 
Dec. 19, 2008. James Henry’s house took 
top honors with Maggie Garcia and 
Annie Henry, claiming the second and 
third spots, respectively. 



Rachel Buxton 

Shane Clay, 1, enjoys the Tampa/Ft. Pierce Christmas Bash, held Dec. 22, 2008. 


The party continued as music videos 
played on television screens and commu- 
nity members took the dance floor. Deven 
Osceola from the Tampa community 
dropped to the floor and brought out the 
famous “worm” dance move to every- 
one’s delight. 

Members took a break from dancing 
and went to their seats as comedian Jay 
Lamont came on. Lamont has performed 
with well-known comedians Jamie Foxx 
and D.L. Hughley. He captured every- 
one’s attention with his amazing ability to 
imitate performers and singers, including 
President Barack Obama. 




Rachel Buxton 


Rachel Buxton 


Ft. Pierce Liaison Sally Tommie with brother, Shamy. 


Singer Crissy Simone of Libido performs a Motown classic. 


Happy Holidays in the Naples Community 




Freelance Reporter 


Maggie Porter tells Santa what she wants for Christmas. 


NAPLES — Members of the Naples 
community gathered at the home of Doug 
and Sandy Osceola on Dec. 14, 2008, to 
celebrate the Christmas holiday. 

Lavish decorations transformed the 
chickees and surrounding landscape into 
a Christmas wonderland park. Glittering 
stars shined down from high in the oak 
trees, while the Grinch, reindeer and 
elves delighted the children. As darkness 
[fell, everyone joined in a countdown for 
jthe lighting of the Christmas tree in the 
eenter of the compound. 

“One of my fondest memories of 
Christmas was going with my grandfa- 
ther, Corey Osceola, to get fruit to give 
away to the guests who came to visit our 
camp,” said Naples Liaison O.B. Osceola 
Jr. “My cousins and I would climb up in 
the trees to pick the fruit and load up the 
bed of his pickup truck. Then we would 
head for the surplus bread store for loaves 
of bread to distribute. There was very lit- 
tle money in those days, but a whole lot 
of love.” 

Pointing to a tub full of oranges and 
a basket of bread loaves, Liaison Osceola 
added: “When I look at these, I see my 
smiling grandfather and it wouldn’t be 
Christmas without him.” 

Tahama Osceola also recalled mem- 
ories from Christmases past. 

“We couldn’t buy a lot of presents, 
but we were happy to receive a little 
material, ric-rac, thread, candy, or enjoy a 
meal with our many friends and relatives 
from along the Trail,” Osceola said. 
“Those were good times.” 

A catered gourmet dinner was sup- 
plemented by traditional foods cooked 


over the fire. It wouldn’t be Christmas 
without venison, sofkee and fry bread. 

A special chair awaited the guest of 
honor, Santa Claus, in the central chickee. 
Surrounded by presents, the jolly old fel- 
low called each child by name, listened to 
their requests and then handed out gifts. 
Raffle tickets provided each adult with an 
opportunity to claim one of the wonderful 
presents that included household goods, 
digital cameras, jewelry and televisions. 

Amusement games and tactical 
sports provided an interesting playground 
for the youngsters. Children of all ages 
rushed to take their turns circulating 
through the maze. Armed with Velcro™ 
dart guns, they combated their adver- 
saries, who in some instances turned out 


to be their parents. An obstacle course 
with laser guns provided an opportunity 
for team competitions. 


Joseph, Dominic, Rafael 


Marissa Osceola helps her niece, Angelina 
Osceola-Lugo, claim her Christmas gifts. 


Taking time out for a family portrait, the Osceola-Lugos, (L-R) 
and Angelina, gather around Santa Claus at the party. 




8E • The Seminole Tribune • January 30, 2009 



1.™, U.r_u_i i mit TABLE GAMING A REA - NOW OPEN ! 


Blackjack, Baccarat & More 

Blackjack Tables starting at $10 

Monday - Friday from 7AM to Noon 

fh/er 1 1 0 Tables 


• Open 24/7 

. Limits up to $5,000 per hand 


• Vegas-Style Slots 



2009 SATURN SKY GIVEAWAY 

EVERYDAY IN FEBRUARY GUARANTEED! 

FIVE $500 FREE SLOT PLAY DRAWINGS 

HOLLYWOOD, FL | 

ONE SEMINOLE WAY | HOLLYWOOD, FL 33314 | FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 1.866.502. PLAY 
WWW.SEMINOLEHARDROCKHOLLYWOOD.COM 


Details at the Player’s Club. Management reserves the right to change or cancel promotion at any time. Player’s Club members that have been trespassed or 
banned by the SeminoleTribe of Florida or opted into the self-exclusion program are not eligible. You must be 21 years of age or older to play slots and games or 
to receive Player’s Club benefits. If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, please call 1-888-ADMIT-IT. 


.Cl 


PRINCESS ETIQUETTE 
WORKSHOP 
COMMUNITY ♦ 7A 


SEMINOLES LEARN SINGING 
TECHNIQUES AT MUSIC CAMP 
EDUCATION ❖ IB 


FIRST OKALEE KJfflK 

VILLAGE FESTIVAL 
COMMUNITY ❖ 3A " 



Hollywood 
Hosts, Wins 9th 
Annual Rez Rally 

BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Participants 
donned team shirts and sweatshirts repre- 
senting their reservation as Tribal citizens 
and employees from all reservations filled 
the registration tent in the early morning 
hours of Jan. 17. 

In competition for the grand prize tro- 
phy for the most participants from each 
reservation, more than a thousand partici- 
pants attended the 9th Annual Rez Rally, 
held this year on the Hollywood Reserva- 

The Rez Rally has continued to get 
bigger and bigger each year, and the com- 
petition between the reservations has boost- 
ed participation. 

“Everyone wants the trophy,” said 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress. “Reservations 
compete and it makes it interesting.” 

Everyone wants the trophy, however, 
only one reservation would receive it; and 
this year, it was Hollywood/Ft. Pierce/Trail 
with an even 600 race participants. 
Brighton/Tampa snagged second with 398 
participants, Big Cypress came in third with 
334 and Immokalee/Naples took fourth 
with 102. 

Please see RALLY * Page 4C 


Seminole Casino 
Expands, Gets 
New Look 

Celeb Ty Pennington 
Emcees Unveiling Event 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — The Se mi nole 
Casino Immokalee got its own extreme 
makeover on Feb. 12. 

In an elaborate unveiling, special guest 
Ty Pennington of the ABC network’s 
Extreme Makeover: Home Edition reality 
show emceed the unveiling. The Emmy® 
Award-winning program centers around 
making home renovations for deserving 
families. 

“To see what the Tribe has done here is 
incredible,” Pennington said. “I build 
homes for a living and this is truly a success 
story.” 

A crowd of Tribal citizens, dignitaries 
and invited guests gathered at the main 
entrance of the 43,700-square-foot facility 

Please see MAKEOVER •:* Page 2A 


Tribal Council 
Convenes for 
Meeting 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Tribal Coun- 
cil met on the Hollywood Reservation Jan. 
26. They passed 26 resolutions from the 
agenda including: 

Resolution 12: Service agreement with 
Bums and McDonnell Engineering Compa- 
ny, Inc., to provide professional engineer- 
ing and resident project representative serv- 
ices on the Big Cypress Reservation for the 
Critical Restoration Project; 

Resolution 13: Second amendment to 
annual Work Plan Twenty-One submitted to 
the South Florida Water Management Dis- 
trict by the Seminole Tribe of Florida; 

Resolution 14: U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security, Public Safety Interop- 
erability Communications Grant; 

Resolution 15: Approval of lease mod- 
ification agreement by and between Semi- 
nole Properties Retail, LLC, and Cache, 
Inc.; 

Resolution 18: Ratification of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida filming permis- 
sion letter granting SPAD Films, Inc., per- 
mission to film a motion picture on the Big 
Cypress Seminole Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 19: United Community 
Management Corp. property management 
agreement with the Seminole Tribe of 

Please see COUNCIL •> Page 2A 



Little Mr., 
Miss Pageant 
Held During 
Tribal Fair 

BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Dozens of chil- 
dren donned their traditional Seminole 
fashions in hopes of becoming the 2009- 
2010 Little Mr. and Little Miss Seminole 
as friends, family and members of the 
community gathered in the Hard Rock 
Live arena for the annual contest on Feb. 
13. 

After the results were in, Aubee Susie 
Billie, 5, daughter of James E. Billie and 
Maria Billie, and sister of the 2008-2009 
Little Mr. Santiago Billie, from Brighton, 
was crowned as Little Miss Seminole. 
Lance Howard, 7, son of Larry Howard 
and Danielle Howard, from Brighton cap- 
tured the Little Mr. title. 

The contestants were judged on com- 
plete outfit, answer of a question asked by 
Miss Florida Seminole D’Anna Osceola, 
overall appearance, mannerisms and their 
smile. 

Both sets of contestants circled in 
front of the judges and waved before they 
were asked questions such as what is their 
favorite color, favorite pet and favorite 
food. 

The Little Miss contestants were first 
to strut in front of the judges. A popular 
answer to the favorite color question for 
the girls was the color pink. 

Little Misters then took the stage and 
pranced for the judges and the audience to 
see. Many of the children said they liked 
zebras, horses and pigs. 

Little Mr. Seminole winner Lance 
Howard was asked what his favorite ani- 
mal was and he said he liked dogs the 

Prior to the winners being announced, 
the judges were each presented with a gift 
from the princess committee as a token of 
appreciation forjudging the pageant. Miss 
Indian World Nicole Colbert, Co-Director 
of Gathering of Nations Pow-Wow and 
Coordinator of Miss Indian World Pageant 
Melonie Mathews and Native American 
recording artist, Litefoot, judged this 
year’s pageant. 

Each participant also received a tro- 
phy for taking part in the pageant. 

Princess Committee Chairwoman 
Wanda Bowers also presented co-emcee 
Moses “Bigg” Jumper Jr. with a participa- 
tion trophy for always helping at the annu- 
al pageant. Past Miss Florida Seminole 
Princess Brittany Yescas co-emceed the 
event with Jumper. 

The two introduced the Seminole roy- 
alty, dignitaries and the princess commit- 
tee members present at the event. 

In attendance were Miss Florida 
Seminole D’Anna Osceola, Jr. Miss Flori- 
da Seminole Amber Craig, Brighton Miss 
Seminole Jaryaca Baker, and the outgoing 
Little Mister and Little Miss royalty, San- 
tiago Billie and Brianna Bowers. 

Members of the Princess Committee 
who attended included, Chairwoman 
Wanda Bowers, Vice-Chairwoman Salina 
Dorgan, Secretary Mercedes Osceola- 
Hahn, Tabulator Charlotte Burgess, 

Please see PAGEANT * Page 2D 


Tribal Delegation Attends Presidential Inauguration 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

WASHINGTON, DC — In celebra- 
tion of the 56th Presidential Inauguration, 
members of the Seminole Tribe participated 
in several activities Jan. 19-21 in the 
nation’s capital. 

The historical week began fittingly on 
Jan. 19 with the nationwide acknowledg- 
ment and celebration of the legacy and birth 
of civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. 

The day concluded with two other 
events. The American Indian Society of 
Washington sponsored the 11th annual 
American Indian Inaugural Pow-Wow Ball 
featuring several styles of traditional danc- 
ing including gourd, southern straight, 
fancy shawl, grass and northern traditional. 

An all-star ensemble of musicians also 
gathered at the Hard Rock Cafe as part of 
Native Music Rocks, sponsored by the 
Seminole Tribe, with performances by Levi 


and the Plateros, actor, musician, cultural 
activist and filmmaker Gary Farmer, the 
Micki Free Experience with Shea, Bill 
Miller, Derek Miller, Martha Redbone, 
Keith Secola and other Native American 
musicians. 

On Jan. 20 the nation witnessed the 
swearing in ceremony of President Barack 
H. Obama, the 44th president of the U.S. 
The hysteria leading up to the day reached a 
fever pitch with everything from Obama 
pins and T-shirts to rugs and socks sold by 
street vendors. 

“I thank Mitchell [Cypress, Seminole 
Tribe Chairman] for inviting us,” Naples 
Liaison OB Osceola Jr. said. “It was great 
that he had the vision to help make the Tribe 
a part of all of this.” 

Please see INAUGURATION * Page 2A 

Chris C. Jenkins 

(L-R) Tribal citizen Pedro Zepeda and wife, 
Laura, watch the crowd arrive for the Inaugura- 
tion from a private viewing room. 
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Inauguration 


Continued from page 1A 


“It is different when you are at home 
watching it, but to be there, you could just 
feel the energy and excitement,” Osceola 
said. 

Tribal citizen and Broadcasting Dept. 
Assistant Director Sunshine Frank attended 
the historic event to see the president being 
sworn in, but also to support her nephew, 
Joshua Cypress, 17, who took part in the 
presidential parade with the McCrossan 
Boys Ranch in Sioux Falls, S.D. Frank said 
in addition to experiencing the event, seeing 
what a positive influence the trip had on her 
nephew was also a highlight for her. 

“I will probably never see anything this 
historic again in my life,” she said. “There 
are no words to use.” 

The National Museum of the American 
Indian broadcast the event among dozens of 
other locations throughout the city. 

Close to two million visitors and guests 
showed their support in low 30 degree 
weather at the $170 million celebration, 
marking the beginning of a new direction 
and leadership for the country. 

“I was coming even if I had to drag 
myself here on crutches,” 80-year-old Mil- 
dred Osbom, an African-American from 
Jackson, Term., said. “This is the best thing 
that has ever happened to black people in 
this country. It is like the old Sam Cooke 
song which said, ‘A change is going to 
come.’ ” 

Like Osbom, many others said they 
would not have missed out on such a his- 
toric day and braved the cold weather and 
large crowds to support the new president. 

“Where I come from there is a new 
hope and someone who will actually hear 
and listen, and I am excited about that,” said 
Monolito Sneezy of the San Carlos Apache 
Tribe of San Carlos, Ariz. 

Later that night, the American Indian 
Society of Washington, DC hosted repre- 
sentatives from various Tribes in celebrat- 
ing the historic event at the 11th Annual 
American Indian Inaugural Ball, one of sev- 
eral parties and galas also held in the city. 

The day brought together individuals 
from all walks of life politically, economi- 
cally and racially from Seminole Country 
and nationwide. 

“I am from Collier County and a repub- 
lican” said Tribal citizen and Tribal Chief 
Historic Resources Officer Tina M. Osceo- 
la. “This is the first time in a long time I did 
not vote that way. 

“As a female and a mother of a female 
I see more hope for women,” Osceola 


added. “For once some- 
one actually asked us 
what we want and hope 
for. I think it all engages 
me and others to the 
point of some positive 
action in our lives.” 

“In the few state- 
ments he has made 
about Tribes he has spo- 
ken highly about pro- 
tecting Tribal sover- 
eignty, which is very 
important among our 
people,” she concluded. 

Washington 
Department of the Inte- 
rior Bureau of Indian 
Affairs Tourism Coor- 
dinator Ed Hall echoed 
Osceola’s remarks. 

“I think we have 
someone who truly 
embraces diverse opin- 
ions and inspires every 
voice to participate,” 
said Hall. “Hopefully 
he will be proactive in 
the Indian communities 
bringing about a much 
better ability to take 
care of the issues of all 
of the people as 
opposed to a powerful 
few.” 

As one of only 
three Native Americans 
to have served as a U.S. senator, Northern 
Cheyenne Tribe of S.E. Montana member struggling, so I 
and former Colorado Senator Ben that,” Na said. 
Nighthorse Campbell said he hopes Presi- 


Chairman Mitchell Cypress takes a snap shot with a cardboard repli- 
ca of President Barack Obama during the inauguration festivities. 

“As a young person, I see my family 
him helping out with 

Bom in Hawaii, Obama served on the 
dent Obama can help tackle the many issues Illinois State Senate since 2004, becoming 
just the third African American since the 
Reconstruction Era to be elected to the U.S. 
the Senate. He served until his resignation on 


still plaguing Native communities. 

Among those, he cited healthcare, 
nomic development and education as 
most pressing issues. Nighthorse Campbell Nov. 16, 2008. 
emphasized that he remains positive about The graduate of Columbia University 
the moves the new president said he and his and Harvard Law School also served for 12 
new cabinet team will make. years as a professor at the University of 

“I have been really impressed a lot with Chicago Law School, teaching constitution- 
the number of young people who have al law. He won the presidency with more 
shown an interest now in politics and in this than 52 percent of the popular vote, 
new administration,” Nighthorse Campbell During his inauguration speech he 
said. “Indian Country has overwhelmingly touched on a multitude of issues including 
supported him and many Tribes see hope in the economy, U.S.-Arab relations, educa- 


Two such young people, Desiree Busi- 
go, a recent Fairfax, Va. Robinson High 


tion and U.S. interests, both foreign and 
domestic. 

“I say to you that the challenges \ 


School graduate, and Rebecca Na, who face are real,” President Obama said.” “The 
attends Robinson High School, said they time has come to reaffirm our spirit.” 


‘Our patchwork heritage is one of our 
strengths.” he added. “We must pick o 
selves up, dust ourselves off and restore the 
dignity of our country.” 

Vice President Joseph Biden Jr. also 
office will help stu- joined the Commander-in-Chief for the 
dents like me,” Busigo swearing in ceremony. The 65-year-old 
remarked. once served as the senator of Delaware 

The 1 7 -year-old before assuming the second highest position 
said she plans to attend in the country. Similar to Obama, Biden 
college with student also taught seminars on constitutional law 
as an adjunct professor at Widener Univer- 
sity School of Law since 1991. 


remain hopeful and encouraged about 
Obama’s intentions among young adults. 

“I hope he fixes the situation with oui 
economy in general, 
but I hope him being in 


loans and other finan- 
cial assistance. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Minnesota Secretary and Treasurer of the Shakopee Mdewakanton 
Sioux Tribe Keith Anderson (L) signs a custom painted canvas by 
artist Connie Neely of Fort Lauderdale (R) of a medicine wheel entitled 
“Boundless Healing: North, South, East and West.” The painting was 
signed by Tribal leaders and given to President Barack Obama as a 
gift. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

(L-R) Tribal citizens S.R. Tommie and Tina M. Osceola with Washington 
Dept, of the Interior Bureau of Indian Affairs Tourism Coordinator Ed Hall 
(Far Left) and Cima Georgevich (Far Right) in front of the Smithsonian 
Institute’s National Museum of the American Indian in Washington, DC 
prior to the presidential inauguration. 


Arizona’s San Carlos Apache Reservation Ms. Mt. Turnbull Lena Moses 
watching the inauguration. 


(L-R) Chairman Mitchell Cypress and former Colorado State Senator Ben 
Nighthorse Campbell (Northern Cheyenne). 



Chris C. Jenkins 

(L) Chairman Mitchell Cypress and Big Cypress Rep. David Cypress (R) with special guest and 
Extreme Makeover: Home Edition TV show host Ty Pennington (C). 


❖ Makeover 

Continued from page 1A 

in front of a custom- tailored charter bus. 
After the Tribal Council did the ceremonial 
ribbon cutting, Pennington motivated the 
crowd to shout the “move that bus” com- 
mand, just as he does on his reality show 
before they reveal each renovated house to 
the family featured on that episode. 

“God has been good to us and we are 
blessed to have something here now,” said 
Immokalee Tribal Council Liaison Elaine 
Aguilar. “It has been hard work and this has 
been one of our dreams to have something 
here on this reservation.” 

Seminole Casino Immokalee General 
Manager Tony Sanchez Jr. said he is opti- 
mistic about the positive impact the newly- 
renovated facility will have on the local 
community. 





Chris C. Jenkins 


Immokalee Tribal Council Liaison Elaine Aguilar 
is all smiles as she gives thanks for the sup- 


port. 


“Being here for nine years and going 
from a small set up here to now a mini 
Vegas is great,” Sanchez expressed. “To 
have a destination resort that the locals can 
use to improve the economy is also great.” 

In the midst of recent issues with the 
gaming compact signed by the Tribe and 
Governor Charlie Crist last year, Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress said he remains hopeful 
further expansion projects planned for the 
Casino property will continue. The plans 
include adding a golf course and renovating 
the EE-TO-LEET-KE Grill and its accom- 
panying bar. 

“On my and our part, we have already 
negotiated,” Chairman Cypress said. “We 
have already got what we wanted it is now 
between the U.S. government and Crist.” 

As the only 24-hour gaming facility in 
Southwest Florida, the $22 million expan- 
sion included: 1,100 Las Vegas-style slot 
and gaming machines, approximately 400 
well-lit new parking spaces that sit on more 
than three acres of additional land, the 1st 
Street Deli, a new, full-service, 112-seat, 
New York-style eatery offering patrons 
breakfast, lunch and dinner daily, as well as 
two new casino host offices with an accom- 
panying reception area adjacent to the casi- 
no. This will house a newly-expanded host 
program. 

The expansion of the 15-year-old prop- 
erty also brought in more than 3,000 hope- 
ful hires and almost 600 new employees to 
work at the casino. 

Immokalee native and perennial 
National Football League Pro-Bowler 
Edgerrin James of the Super Bowl XLIII 
runner-up Arizona Cardinals also joined 
Chairman Cypress as his guest. 

The Seminole Casino Immokalee is 
easily accessible through 1-75 highway. It is 
located between Miami and Naples, north 
of Alligator Alley on Highway 846, and five 
blocks south of Highway 29. Approximate- 
ly 30 minutes from Naples and Fort Myers, 
the casino is a 90-minute drive from Miami 
and Fort Lauderdale. For more information 
and directions call toll-free at (800) 218- 
0007 or visit theseminiolecasino.com. 



Members of the Tribal Council and casino personnel cut the ribbon during the ceremony. 


Tribal Council 

Convenes for 
Special Meeting 

BY CHRIS C. JE NKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Tribal Council 
met on the Big Cypress Reservation Jan. 
23, passing one resolution on their agenda. 

Resolution 4: Exchange of 2,409.09 +/- 
acres of vacant land owned by S.T.O.F 
Holdings, Ltd. for a five acre mixed use 
property with improvements. 


•> Council 

Continued from page 1A 

Florida - First Amendment ratification; 

Resolution 23: Renewal of revocable 
permit for Donna S. Turtle D/B/A Pro- 
hands Multi-purpose Club for Carwash and 
Detailing services for Tribal vehicles - Hol- 
lywood Seminole Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 24: Issuance of revocable 
permit to Lorena Arteaga for a carwash and 
detailing service - Immokalee Seminole 
Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 27: Credit Card Policy - 
Version 2 - January 2009; and, 

Resolution 29: Ainsworth Game Tech- 
nology limited master gaming device lease 
and license agreement. 
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Howard Osceola performs during the alligator wrestling demonstration. He said he would retire from the sport of alligator wrestling after this 
performance at the Okalee Indian Festival. 


Seminole Okalee Village Hosts 
First-Ever Indian Festival 




Staff Reporter 


HOLLYWOOD — Native Americans from 
across the country gathered for the traditional Indian 
activities, foods and crafts at the Okalee Indian Festi- 
val, held Feb. 6-8. Vendors and attendees came from 
as far away as Wisconsin, Arizona and Oklahoma to 
buy and sell native arts and crafts at this inaugural 
event. 

General Manager of Okalee Indian Village 
Leoma Poore said plans for this event were in the 
works for nearly two years, but were coordinated in 
the past six months. She also added that Okalee vil- 
lage will scale down on the smaller events to focus 
more on this event for the coming year; however, 
events will still maintain a Tribal theme. 

“My goal is to draw more people to the village 
and to educate others on our Seminole culture,” Poore 
said. 

Canoe races, alligator wrestling, musical per- 
formances and a Native dance troupe were only some 
of the activities held at the festival. 

Six teams of two competed in the canoe races on 
the lake on the outskirts of the Seminole Paradise. 

The teams raced down the lake and around buoys. 

The top three teams were Kevin Osceola and Christo- 
pher Osceola, Frank Billie Ir. and Kenny Tommie and 
Robert C. North Sr. and Thommy Doud, respectively. 

Hundreds of spectators filled the stands of the 
amphitheater to witness the events, including alliga- 
tor wrestlers from all parts of Florida demonstrating 
their deep water alligator wrestling skills. 

Wrestlers Billy Walker, Steven Billie, Marco Zeno, Austin 


(L-R) Jo Motlow North describes the details on Ebony Tommie’s traditional attire. 


s Stephen Chad Billie, AKA Lil SCB and the Andy Buster 
Billie and HowardOsceola, and several others, had a time limit Band. Litefoot (Cherokee), comedian Don Burnstick (Alexander 


of 12 minutes, seven in the water and five on land. They dis- 
played different tricks such as the bull dog and the Florida smile. 

David Weathers, Paul Simmons and President Richard 
Bowers Jr. judged the wrestlers’ skill, as the three all knew what 


First Nation) and The Three Feathers Native American Dance 
Troupe of North Dakota also performed for the audience. 

The amphitheater had a theatrical event featuring David 
“Cobra Kid” Weathers. He displayed and discussed several 


to look for from their own personal alligator wrestling experi- types of snakes, both venomous and non-venomous, for the 
ence. They awarded first through third places to Marco Zeno, audience and had a face-off with a cobra so the cobra could flare 
Steven Billie and Jimmy Riffle, respectively. its neck for the crowd to see. 

A Seminole fashion show also took place on the perform- 
ance stage. The Language and Culture Dept, modeled various 
Seminole clothing portraying old style and modem styles. These 
fashions included various patchwork designs, jackets, dresses 
and even big shirts. 

Jo Motlow North emceed the fashion show while dressed in 
a traditional Seminole skirt made by her mother that dated back 
to the 1960s. North explained each piece and described how the 
styles changed throughout the years, mentioning how incorpo- 
rating old coins onto clothing was a tradition of the past. She 
also added that seamstresses each used specific patchwork or 
designs to differentiate their work. 

Live music and entertainment was provided by Tribal citi- 


Marisol Gonzalez 

Three Feathers Native American Dance Troupe of North Dakota mem- 
ber Carmel Olson performs the traditional women’s fancy dance. Her 
Indian name, Bayshawnakadoquequay, means beautiful cloud woman. 


Marisol Gonzalez 

Litefoot performs for the audience at the Okalee Indian Festival. 


Hollywood Celebrates 
Presidential Inauguration 



BY MARISOL GONZALEZ “We are looking for a closer relation- 

staff Reporter ship with this administration, for us and for 

all American Indian Tribes,” he said. 

HOLLYWOOD — Hollywood Tribal Tiger said he hopes healthcare reform, 
Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. and Holly- education improvements and economic 
wood Board Rep. Gloria Wilson held an development will be among the positive 
inauguration celebration at the Hollywood changes to come out of the Obama adminis- 


Headquarters Audito- 
' m on Jan 20. 

Tribal citizens 
and employees gath- 
ered for a historic 
event as the 44th Pres- 
ident of the U.S. 
Barack Obama was 
sworn in to office. 

Rep. Wilson 
attended the event and 
thanked everyone for 
joining in on such a 
historic day. She said 
been an 
Obama supporter 
since 2004, but admit- 
ted she was pulling for 
Hillary Clinton during 
the primaries. 

“Yesterday they 
celebrated Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day, 
and today the dream is 
fulfilled,” Rep. Wil- 
son said. “The presi- 
dent was not chosen 


Marisol Gonzalez 

Hollywood Board Rep. Gloria Wilson dons 
her Barack Obama T-shirt for the inaugura- 


tration. 

“Healthcare is 
essential in the liveli- 
hood for all people 
not only American 
Indians,” Tiger stated. 

Acting Director 
of Human Resources 
Shelia Elliott, during a 
speech at the event, 
thanked Rep. Wilson 
for donating T-shirts, 
framed Obama art and 
even a copy of an 
inauguration invita- 
tion that were raffled 
off. Proceeds from the 
raffle helped purchase 
much needed antibi- 
otics and medication 
for the Tribal employ- 
ees going on the sec- 
ond Mission Haiti trip 
to offer relief in the 
island nation. 

Minutes before 
Obama took his oath, 


for the color of his skin but for the content fans in the Washington, DC crowd, along 
of his character.” with the attendees in the Hollywood Audi- 

Tribal Treasurer Mike D. Tiger, who torium chanted “Obama, Obama” and rose 
attended the gathering, said it has taken 200 to listen to their new president. Cheers and 
years for the country to get this way, but applause carried on for a few minutes as 
hopes to see improvement within the next Obama made his first speech as president, 
four years. Obama is the first African American to hold 

the office and the first 
president bom in 
Hawaii. 

The year marked 
the 56th presidential 
inauguration, and the 
theme, A New Birth of 
Freedom, commemorat- 
ed the 200th anniversary 
of the birth of Abraham 
Lincoln, the 16th presi- 
dent. 

Rep. Wilson said 
there is now someone in 
office who can better 
represent Native Ameri- 
cans. She also urged 
everyone to do their part 
and make an effort, say- 
ing President Obama 
cannot do it alone. 


Tribal HR Dept. Expansion, 
Renovations Complete 

Fellow Employees Tour New Offices at Open House 


BY SHELLEY MARMOR 
Assistant Editor 

HOLLYWOOD — Employees in the 
Human Resources (HR) Dept, opened their 
doors to employees from other departments 
to tour their recently-renovated offices dur- 
ing the Open House event on Jan. 27. 

The department, located on the first 
floor of the Hollywood Headquarters build- 
ing, nearly doubled in size during the 
remodel, according to Acting Director of 
Human Resources Shelia Elliott. She said 
her department gained the space in the 
office next to them, the former location of 
the Utilities Dept., which is now housed in 
the Public Works trailer behind the old 
World Ford building on State Road 7. 

According to Elliott, HR needed to 
expand while also remaining on the first 
floor of the Hollywood Headquarters build- 
ing because that location “is the most acces- 
sible to employees.” She said the size of the 
HR main lobby also expanded and will now 
accommodate more prospective hires await- 
ing their interviews. 

Other new room addi- 
tions will also streamline 
the daily operations of the 
Human Resources Dept. 

Elliott said her department 
now has their own confer- 
ence room, which will 
mainly be used to conduct 
interviews and department 
meetings. 

The second room 
addition in the department 
is a secure file access 
room. This room contains 
employee personnel files 
and only those with appro- 
priate levels of access can 
swipe their badge to enter 
the room. 

“When employees 
come into our offices they 
can rest assured their 
information is confiden- 
tial,” Elliott said. 

Elliott said the 17 
employees in the Human 
Resources Dept, now work 
together in their space, 
when at one time, some 


worked in other department’s offices. The 
Benefits Program of HR was formerly 
located in the Payroll Dept, offices, but after 
the renovations, this program, along with 
the other six HR programs, can now work 
side-by-side in one office. 

In addition to the physical remodel, the 
department had a structural reorganization 
as well. The Payroll Dept., once a part of 
HR, is now a separate entity with 15 year 
veteran employee Diane Marks serving as 
director of the department and Newton 
Muir as assistant director. 

Former director of HR, Lee Zepeda, 
has taken the position of Chief Human 
Resources Executive Officer and Elliott has 
moved up to acting director of HR. 

Other changes made during the restruc- 
turing include five year Tribal employee 
Glen Altman taking the position of adminis- 
trative services manager, Sandra Melvin 
assuming the duties of acting recruitment 
manager and Bea Juliao accepting the posi- 
tion of compensation and classification ana- 
lyst. 



Shelley Marmor 

(L-R) Acting Director of Human Resources Shelia Elliott and Chief 
Human Resources Executive Officer Lee Zepeda inside the new 
Human Resources Dept, conference room. 
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(L-R) Event Coordinator Linda Bird, Hollywood Board Rep. Gloria Wilson and Broward County 
Women’s History Coalition President Patti Lynn. 

Reps. Wilson, Osceola to Host 
Broward Women’s Hall of Fame 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — In recognition of 
March as Women’s History Month, Holly- 
wood Board of Directors Rep. Gloria Wil- 
son and Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. 
Max B. Osceola Jr. will sponsor the annual 
Broward County Coalition Women’s Hall of 
Fame Induction Ceremony. 

The event will take place on March 22 
at 12:30 p.m. at Okalee Village in Seminole 
Paradise. 

Rep. Wilson was inducted into the Hall 
of Fame in March 2008, and with the help 
of Rep. Osceola, will host the 18th annual 
ceremony. Rep. Wilson was the second 
Seminole inducted into the hall of fame; 
Betty Mae Jumper also received this honor 
in 1995. 

She said this is the first year that the 
Tribe is hosting the ceremony and hopes it 
will show that the Tribe respects the accom- 
plishments of women, both within the Tribe 
and the local communities. 

“Taking part to honor and recognize 
how women are significant is a positive way 
to expose the Tribe,” Rep. Wilson said. 

Among this year’s nominees are Laura 
Mae Jumper Osceola, daughter of Katie 
Tommie Huff and Josie Jumper, and mother 


of Rep. Osceola. She served as the Tribe’s 
secretary/treasurer from 1958-1967. 

Rep. Wilson said Laura Mae Jumper 
Osceola would be a great candidate because 
she was a part of getting the Tribe federally 
recognized, as well as instrumental in form- 
ing the Tribe’s government. She also helped 
establish the Seminole Princess Pageant, 
which led to the recognition of Tribal 
women. 

In addition to hosting the event, Rep. 
Wilson has played a part in the planning 
process, along with Event Coordinator 
Linda Bird and President of the Broward 
County Women’s History Coalition Patti 
Lynn. 

Lynn said nominations are open until 
the first week of March and anyone who has 
lived in Broward County for at least 10 
years and who has made an effort to pro- 
mote women can be nominated. There is no 
limit to how many nominees are inducted 
annually. To date, 1 64 people have received 
this honor, including county leaders and 
elected officials. 

Admission to the event is $15 and 
includes a luncheon. The event is open to 
the public. The Broward County Women’s 
History Coalition is a nonprofit 501c3 
organization. For more information please 
contact (954) 722-8805. 


| BIG CYPRESS 

Rez Radio Broadcasts Over BC Airwaves 



BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Big Cypress 
Reservation has one more way to communi- 
cate within their community with radio sta- 
tion BC-Rez-Radio 103.3 FM. 

The idea came during community busi- 
ness meetings and the BC residents voted 
that they wanted the station broadcasting on 
their reservation. Reverend Arlen J. Payne 
pastor of the Big Cypress New Testament 
Baptist Church helped spearhead the proj- 
ect. 

“I have enjoyed now being able to com- 
municate more to the gospel community,” 
Payne explained. 

Operating under Federal Communica- 
tions Commission (FCC) rules and regula- 
tions, the 10 watt station is located inside 
the original New Testament church and 
operates under a micro-powered frequency. 
Payne said the strength of the signal is usu- 
ally dependent on die weather conditions. 
He said the coverage usually reaches about 
2 miles, with up to a 3 mile radius on cloudy 
or cooler days. 

The musical format is a southern gospel 
mix. It has also featured community artists 
on its music play list such as Jonah Cypress 
and Keyno King. Payne emphasized that 
adding more Native talent to the play list 
continues to remain a goal. CD selections 
can be dropped off at the church. 

“I think it is all great because there are 
not a lot of radio stations in Florida that play 


this type of music,” 

Tribal citizen and 20- 
plus year church 
member Lindsey 
King pointed out. 

“We know there are 
some people who 
cannot come to 
church because they 
are sick or elderly so 
we wanted to also 
allow them to still 
hear the service.” 

According to 
Payne the station 
serves to obey the 
Great Commission, 
which says “Go ye 
into the world and 
preach the Gospel.” 

It also offers a 
resource for Chris- 
tian music on the 
reservation and pro- 
vides a community 
service in communi- 
cation by making 
announcements from Tribal departments. 

Payne said hours of operation vary dur- 
ing the week, with a schedule usually 
around three times per week on air from 4- 
6 p.m. The time has been designated for 
announcements on community and church 
events, scripture readings and other mes- 
sages. There is a live broadcast on Sundays 
for the 1 1 a.m. service. 


“I love the idea of the station and think 
it is great,” said BC Board Rep. Cicero 
Osceola. “I think it is great because infor- 
mation can now be broadcast as well as 
using fliers. It is definitely going to contin- 
ue to help in putting stuff out there to the 
community.” 

With the help and continued support of 
Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. David 
Cypress, there are also eventual hopes for a 
power upgrade and possible venue change. 

Payne and wife, Lana, have been resi- 
dents in the BC area for close to four years, 
originally residing on the Hollywood Reser- 
vation. The two spent 15 years as a part of 
the Chickee Baptist Church. 

The father of three said he has learned 
and grown a lot in his time spent among the 
Tribe and its citizens throughout the years. 
He recognized among others the late Bill 
Osceola, former pastor of the Mekusukey 
Independent Baptist Church. 

“He helped me in the early days get 
established into the Indian community and 
part of the reason why I am here today,” 
Payne said. “I learned a lot from him on the 
history of the Seminole churches.” 

In year’s past, Payne has also written 
for The Seminole Tribune as a columnist in 
the early 1990s with spiritual writings and 
announcements of influence entitled, The 
Pastor’s Pen. He now has a book in the 
works set for a print date of April entitled 
“Consider His Word.” 

For more information call (863) 983- 
9333 or (954) 448-4431, log on to 
www.bigcypress.us, or e-mail pastor@big- 
cypress.us. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Payne goes through his CDs and makes his musical selections as he prepares to go on the air. 
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| BIG CYPRESS 


Annual BC Winterfest Events Draw Attendees, Competitors 







Chili Cook-Off, Car 
Show, Bingo 
Competitions at Event 

BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — An arctic blast of 
cold weather descended on the Florida 
peninsula just in time for Big Cypress Win- 
terfest on Jan. 3 1 . 

Early morning temperatures that 
approached near-freezing created the per- 
fect atmosphere for a snowy mountain and 
winter games at the annual event. A gradual 
rise in die thermometer made for a pleasant 
afternoon for the games, car show and chili 
cook-off competition. 

Wearing jackets, hoods, stocking caps 
and gloves, the youngsters tackled the artifi- 
cial snow mountain. BC Assistant Recre- 
ation Dept. Director Stan Frischman was the 
first man to reach the summit, where he 
gave a crash course in safety, courtesy and 
proper behavior on the slope. 

Small mounds of snow surrounded the 
base of the mountain and created the oppor- 
tunity for numerous snowball fights and an 
occasional adempt to build a snowman. 
Unfortunately, the texture of the artificial 
snow building material made it difficult to 
get past the snowman’s lower torso. 

Taking time out to thaw, the youngsters 
visited the numerous booths provided by the 
administrative and service departments of 
the Big Cypress community. 

The tent housing the booths was filled 
with games, prizes and educational materi- 
als. Balloon darts, bottle ring contests, 
candy ring toss and the snowball obstacle 
course were just a few of the offerings. Par- 
ticipants vied for prizes of toys, jewelry, 
sporting goods and candy. 


Ryan Pratt, 

Shana Balentine and 
Bradin Jim won soc- 
cer and basketballs, 
while Caitlin Cypress 
took home an MP3 
player for first place 
in the Wheel of 
Health Raffle, spon- 
sored by the Allied 
Health Dept, and the 
BC Wellness Center. 

Manning this 
booth, Edna 

McDuffie and Bar- 
bara Billie handed out 
samples of “White 
Chili.” This flavorful 
delight posed a 
healthy alternative to 

standard recipes. Ma| Y Jane Robbins part 

Employing the use of 

ground chicken, 

white beans, an assortment of condiments 
and low-fat cheese, it’s just what the doctor 
ordered for a healthy, cholesterol lowering 
diet, and it drew raves from the crowd. 

Natasha Perez of the Fitness Dept, con- 
ducted a survey among the community 
youth in an effort to lay the ground work for 
their upcoming spring schedule of activities. 
Targeting pre-kindergarten through high 
school-aged students, Perez obtained a list 
of suggestions that included gymnastics, 
karate, dance, track and swimming competi- 
tion. 

The young people alternated their time 
between the winter games and the carnival 
midway. Shouts and laughter filled the park 
as they played on the Ferris wheel, flying 
swings, and bounce houses. 

During the lunch hour, Billy Walker 
drew an enormous crowd for his alligator 
wrestling demonstration. 

In addition to working the 9 foot speci- 
men, on loan from Billie Swamp Safari, 
Walker gave an extensive presentation on 
the physical capabilities, habitat and gener- 
al lifestyle of this modern-day descendant 
of the prehistoric era. Captivating his 
crowd, Walker straddled the reptile’s back 
and held its powerful jaws beneath his chin. 

The Car Show competition drew quite a 
variety of entries in its 16 divisions, with 
contestants coming from as far away as Hol- 
lywood, Naples and Clewiston. The first 
arrivals began setting up their vehicles at 
about 10:30 a.m., with the exhibition con- 
tinuing to grow until just before the judging 
began at 3:30 p.m. 

A classic car enthusiast, Recreation 
Dept. Director George Grasshopper circu- 
lated among the entries and then set up shop 
beside his classic truck entry. He entertained 
a steady stream of people throughout the 
afternoon as they traded information about 
material sources and craftsmen of the trade, 
while swapping tales about their collection 
adventures. 

“The entries are incredible for an 
exhibit of this size,” said BC Tribal Council 
Rep. David Cypress. “There is in excess of 
one million dollars worth of customized 


is in the 15-game Bingo competition. 


vehicles here today.” 

“Acquiring your ride is just the tip of 
the iceberg,” Rep. Cypress continued. “You 
have to visualize its potential, develop a 
plan for restoration and then make it materi- 
alize. Finding the right craftsmen, equip- 
ment and materials can be an expensive 
adventure.” 

Ronnie Billie Sr. has been an avid col- 
lector for 

examples of luxury cars, custom classics, 
4X4 truck, motorcycles, bicycles and 
tage toy pedal cars. He spared no expense 


Sabre Billie rides a tube down the snowy slopes of Mount Winterfest in Big Cypress. 


Cherelee Hall; Motorcycles, 
Custom: 1. Larry Lowman, 2. 
long time. His exhibit included Ronnie Billie Sr., 3. Ronnie 


Billie Sr.; Motorcycles, Stock: 
1. Michael Onco, 2. Bronson 
Hill; Motorcycles/Children’s 
the restoration process and customized Bicycles: 1. Ronnie Billie Sr., 
equipment that made his hobby outstanding. 2. Ronnie Billie Sr., 3. Harmo- 


Eric Osceola’s custom classics dis- ny Cypress. 


played the extreme possibilities employed 
to turn a vehicle into a work of art. 

Following a University of Miami Hur- 
ricanes’ theme, his metallic orange Chevy competition, they played 
Caprice had mirrors under the hood, interi- numerous variations of Bingo, 
or, trunk and hubcap upgrades. Whether including Letter L, Postage 
examining the basket weave or ostrich inte- Stamp and Picture Frame, 
rior of his vehicles, or the spotless chrome ~ ' ~ 

adorned engine compartments, the specta- 
tors appeared to be in awe. 

Osceola took home numerous awards at players with the following 
the Car Show including: best at show, best results: 1 . Cathy Jumper, 
interior and best custom classic. 

Complete winners were: Best 
ATV/Side X Side: Tony Osceola; Classic: 1 


Bingo enthusiasts partici- 
pated in 15 rounds of their 
favorite game. During the 


Restricted to Tribal citi- 
tis only, the games drew a 
large crowd of adult and senior 


Big Cypress Recreation Dept. Assistant Director Stan 
Frischman rides the slopes. 


Cathy Jumper, 3. Louise Billie, 

4. Mary Tigertail, 5. (tie) 

_ , Vanessa Billie, Arica Osceola, 

Les Howell, 2. Jeff Maroon, 3. George Mary Tigertail, 8. Arica Osceola, 9. (tie) bell peppers. Cherelee Hall uses ground 
Kielce; Luxury: 1. Sonnie Billie, 2. JoJo Mary Tigertail, Louise Osceola, 11. (tie) turkey and two kinds of beans in her con- 


Osceola; Two-Door: 1. Ricky Doctor, 2. 
Jackie Pardue, 3. Tony Lee Osceola; Stock: 


Mary Tigertail, Lorraine Billie, 13. Tonia coction. A variety of fresh, ground and dried 
Cypress, 14. Myra Jumper, 15. Cathy peppers, as well as canned and fresh toma- 


Michael Onco, 2. Jamie Onco, 3. BC RV Jumper, 16. Klaressa Osceola, 17. Almira toes abounded throughout the tent. 


Billie, 18. Claudia Jumper, 19. Louise Bil- “My hats off to the chefs,” said Chair- 
lie. man Mitchell Cypress as the competition 

Contestants in the Chili Cook-Off were drew to a close. “Now that the contest is 
divided into Tribal citizens and non-Tribal over and all the kettles are empty, the 
categories. Armed with their favorite crowd’s appreciative smiles are testimony 
recipes and fresh ingredients, the entrants to some great recipes. I watched the judges 
fired up their gas grills, crock pots, hot labor over their decisions and was grateful 
plates or fires at about 10 a.m. to begin the that it wasn’t my job.” 

Ronnie Billie Sr., Off-Road ATV: 1. Kei-Ya- slow process of concocting their version of As the Chili Cook-Off winners were 
Le Osceola, 2. Lenny Jim, 3. ValikMarinez- this all time winning meal. announced, Chairman Cypress distributed 

Osceola; Off-Road Rez Ride: 1. Bronson With names like “Just Chillin’,” “It their awards. 

Hill, 2. Mary JeneKoenes; Off-Road Side X Ain’t Yo Mama’s Chili,” and “Two Bean Tribal: 1. Charlie and Wendy Cypress; 


Resort; Custom Classic: 1. Eric Osceola, 2. 
Eric Osceola, 3. Ronnie Billie Jr.; Trucks, 
Classic: 1. George Grasshopper, 2. Lonnie 
Billie; Trucks, Large: 1. Tony Osceola, 2. 
Michael Onco, 3. Cale Rex Osceola; 
SUV/Trucks, Small: 1. Curtis Canton, 2. 
Bill Bevenue, 3. Katherine Billie; Trucks, 4 
X 4: 1. Tirnmie Marin, 2. David Layport, 3. 


Side: Tyler Cypress, 2. Tony Osceola, 
Beverly Alumbaugh; Off-Road Jeep: 1. 
David Cypress, 2. Ronnie Billie Sr., 3. 


Special,” the recipes piqued the interest of 2. Cherelee Hall; 3. Lydia Cypress; 4. Alicia 
the observers. However, most of the cooks Billie. Non-Tribal: 1 . Mike and Judy Davio; 
took great pains to guard the identity of their 2. Bill Bevenue; 3. Jim and Marlene Smith, 
special ingredients until 
the contest was over. 

The mouthwatering 
aroma of the simmering 
meat, beans, peppers and 
special condiments tanta- 
lized the crowd through- 
out the afternoon. Win- 
terfest attendees came 
back time and again to 
check on the progress of 
the competitors. 

Janice Osceola kept 
a tight lid on her cast iron 
kettle, but finally 
divulged her secret ingre- 
dient, a fresh pork shoul- 
der, at the end of the day. 

No canned beans for her 
sister, Beverly Alum- 
baugh, who said she 
prefers to simmer her 
own and serve it up with 
warm pieces of fry bread. 

Competitor Stan 
Frischman said he gets 
his unique flavor from 
f Weeks f res h mushrooms and 
redi- green, yellow and red 

Elijah Billie participates in a snowball fight. 



THE POLICE 

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS 

DO YOU? 

Call Me For A FREE Consultation 


RICHARD CASTILLO 

954 . 522.3500 

Since 1 990 1 have protected rights like yours. 
My office defends dui's, drug offenses, 
suspended license, domestic violence, and 
all felonies and misdemeanors. 

24 HOURS A DAY 

The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not 
be based solely upon advertisement Castillo worked as a Public 
Defender in Broward County from 1990-1996 and has been in 
private practice for nine years. In 1995 he was voted the Trial 
Attorney of the year. He graduated from Capital University in 
1989 and was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1990, Federal Bar in 
1992, and the Federal Trial Bar in 1994. 


PRAXIS 

A SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY 

1450 S.W. 11th Way, Deerfield Beach, FL 33441 

(corner of SW 15 th St. across from Deerfield Beach High School) 


ONE BEDROOM - $700 
TWO BEDROOM - $800 

INCLUDES UTILITIES! 


* BALCONY OR PATIO 

* WALL TO WALL CARPET 

* ELEVATORS 

* PICNIC AREA W / GRILLS 

* SHUFFLEBOARDS 


* TWO CLUBHOUSES 

* SWIMMING POOL 

* JACUZZI 

* COMPUTER LAB 

* ON-SITE MANAGER 


Near to beaches, medical facilities, shopping. 
Limited transportation available. 


MUST BE 55 OR OLDER AND LOW INCOME QUALIFIED 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

(954) 428-3480 

www.praxis2.com 


PRAXIS provides Equal 
Housing Opportunity 
and accepts housing 
vouchers. 


6A • The Seminole Tribune • February 27, 2009 


| BRIGHTON/TAMPA 


Bobby Henry Keeps Tradition Alive 




TAMPA — Bobby Henry is 
no stranger within the Seminole 
Tribe or community. A tradition- 
al medicine man, Henry can be 
found at most Tribal events say- 
ing a prayer or talking about the 
history and importance of cul- 
ture. 

He has traveled all over the 
world representing the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida. He even made 
his way to Singapore in 1998. 

While there, he presented a gift 
to the people of Singapore and 
taught them about Seminole cul- 
ture, demonstrated stomp danc- 
ing, sold Tribal arts and crafts 
and even told Seminole legends. 

A member of the Otter Clan, 

Henry was bom in 1937 and 
raised in the swamps of the Ever- 
glades. When he was a child 
there was no traditional school- 
ing so that led him to spend most 
of his days hunting, wood carv- 
ing and fishing. 

School in the Seminole 
community in those days was 
held once a year and was taught 
by medicine men. Henry learned 
the Seminole way of life in les- 
sons that included how to get 
married, how to hunt and how to 
survive. 

Henry has become known 
for his impressive wood carv- 
ings, a trade he learned from his 
father, Jimmy Henry. When he 
was about 10-years-old, Henry 
approached his father and asked 
for more wooden knives after his 
had been broken or misplaced. 

“Next thing he did was hand 
me some wood and a knife,” 

Henry laughed. 

From that point on, Henry 

began making his own knives. 

Over the years he practiced and 
honed his skill and then began making bigger and bet- 
ter things. He carved totem poles and 15-foot long 
canoes that were used for transportation and alligator 
hunting. He also went on to build chickees. He has been 
considered one of the best master builders in the Semi- 
nole Tribe and has created a celebrity clientele that 
includes Tommy Lee Jones and Burt Reynolds. 

In 1956, at the age of 19, Henry married his wife, 
Annie, also of the Everglades. They went on to have 
five children, Susie, Joanie, Barbara, Linda Lee and 
James, and reside today in Tampa. They have been res- 
idents of the Tampa community for nearly 35 years. 

Henry became a culture teacher at the Seminole 
Indian Village, located on what used to be the Tampa 
reservation. His grandfather urged him to keep the cul- 
ture and beliefs strong, something Henry took to heart 
and said he has spent his life trying to do. 

“We need to try to keep tradition going in younger 
people,” Henry said. “Try to make them understand. 
You do that by talking to old people and sticking with 
it.” 

Henry said he believes that not just Seminole youth 
need to be educated, but everyone should be taught 


Bobby Henry continues to carve ki 


Rachel Buxton 

is like this one, which he also sells in his store. 


Henry’s Rainmaker store sells native art and clothing made by ci 


about the Seminole culture. 

“Sometimes non-Indians come in and say they 
want to learn things,” he said. “I say ‘OK, let’s talk 
about it.’ ” 

He said no one needs to read history books and 
take notes to learn, admitting its best to “learn it in your 
head and your heart.” 

In 1985 the state of Florida called upon Henry and 
asked him to use his culture and traditions to help. 
Henry was bestowed the title, Rainmaker, after learning 
the gift from his uncle. 

The state was in the middle of a severe drought and 
Henry was approached by news stations to perform a 
rain dance. This gave him the opportunity to clear up 
the misconceptions of what a rainmaker truly does. He 
said there was no dancing or jumping up and down. He 
used his shakers and with the help of members from his 
family he performed the ritual and prayed to God. With- 
in 15 minutes lighting struck and rain followed. 

Henry has since been asked to perform his rituals 
at sporting events to prevent rain from coming. 

In November 2008 Henry opened a retail store with 
his title’s namesake in Tampa’s Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino. The store, 
Rainmaker, sells 
authentic Seminole 
Indian garments and 
jewelry. Inventory also 
includes items from 
other Native American 
Tribes, including 
Cherokee blankets. 

Opening a gift 
shop was a dream 
Henry had for years 
even before the con- 
struction of the build- 
ing. 

”1 think about it, 
dream about it and do 
it,” Henry said. 

His village may be 
gone but his teachings 
continue in his store. 
He said his store gives 
him the opportunity to 
teach others about his 
Native history and to 
keep his culture alive. 

“Don’t talk about 
it, do it,” he said. 
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Tribal citizen Bobby Henry’s Rainmaker shop inside the Tampa Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino. 

Tribal ‘Rainmaker’ Opens Shop in Hard Rock 


BY JP HOLATA 
Contributing Writer 

TAMPA — Reds, yellows, oranges and many 
other bright, vibrant colors that have always decorated 
Native American Tribes beam through the windows and 
noticeably draw casino visitors into the Hard Rock’s 
newest gift shop for a closer look, and an unexpected 
lesson in history. 

Owned by Seminole Tribal citizen and well-known 
medicine man Bobby Henry, the shop’s name originates 
from Henry’s own family’s Tribal namesake and their 
history of being able to “make rain.” The store offers 
authentic Tribal-wear and a variety of other Native 
American art pieces. 

“Bobby Hemy has been a friend for over 20 years, 
and I cannot think of a more respected person, both 
inside and outside the Seminole Tribal community, to 
bring the long anticipated opening of this shop and its 
authentic representation of Native American culture 
and crafts to our property and the entire Tampa Bay 
area,” Seminole Hard Rock Tampa President John 
Fontana said. “We are very proud to have the Rainmak- 
er here and the response already has been nothing short 
of great.” 

According to Rainmaker Shop Manager Toni 
Maxwell, the crowd that stops in to look and to buy 
seems mixed in cultural background. She said they 
almost always have an inquisitive mood, wanting to 
know about the meaning behind the pieces, and seem 
eager to hear the brief history lessons that come with 
their purchases. 

“I think that because we are not your average place 
of business, we draw in more than the average number 
of people,” Maxwell said. “Especially people who do 


not know Native American history come in and want to 
know what is behind all of our inventory ... You can see 
it in their eyes, and we do our best to give them what 
this shop is, after all, [a piece] of Native America.” 

Henry said he wants to continue his original direc- 
tion with the shop, bringing in pieces of all types of 
Native American culture and history that he finds in his 
travels. A self-described “mover,” he takes pride in 
offering bits and pieces of all that is Native American, 
not just Seminole, in his shop. 

“The Rainmaker has been something I’ve been 
planning for years now,” Henry said. “[My family] and 
I wanted to open more than just a gift shop ... I see the 
culture and language get lost and passed over by ‘regu- 
lar education’ and today’s times more and more and 
wanted to help keep it alive with the authentic things we 
sell and display in our store.” 

Hemy also gives live demonstrations at Rainmaker 
of centuries-old Tribal practices like woodcarving and 
other historical Tribal activities. This endeavor could 
possibly involve his daughters with live beading 
demonstrations as well, according to Maxwell. 

“We’ve also got a whole line of Native American 
foods and toiletries, like handmade soaps and lotions, 
coming in that are made 100 percent vegetable oils and 
completely authentic,” Maxwell said. “We do our best 
to give helpful and accurate historical descriptions of 
everything that [Bobby Henry] brings in and welcome 
customers and questions from all walks of life.” 

To reach the Rainmaker shop directly for schedules 
of future live demonstrations, product availability, 
hours and days of operation, or for any other informa- 
tion, please call (813) 627-7805, or visit in-person at 
the Tampa Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino. 



(Foreground, L-R) Courtney Gore, S.W.A.M.P. President Thomas Bearden, Cheyenne Fish and other S.W.A.M.P. members at 
the Brighton Youth Prevention Committee meeting. 


What Exactly is the S.W.A.M.P. at 
the Brighton Community? 



SUBMITTED BY VALERIE M ARONE 
Family Services Dept. 

The S.W.A.M.R, which stands for Seminoles With- 
out Addictions Make Progress, 
is a room at the Brighton Gym- 
nasium that has been rededi- 
cated as a drug-free zone. It is 
open Thursdays from 6-8 p.m., 
and is a joint program run by 
the Family Services/Preven- 
tion and the Recreation 
Departments. 

The S.W.A.M.P. is a gath- 
ering place for Brighton youth, 
ages 7-18, to come and eat 
together and participate in 
drug-free, fun activities! 

The Brighton Youth Pre- 
vention Committee meets one 
Thursday per month, lead by 
S.W.A.M.P. President Thomas 
Bearden. There are senior and 
junior club officers that work 
with S.W.A.M.P. Advisor 
Valerie Marone of the Family 
Services/Prevention Dept., to 
plan drug-free events and com- 
munity service projects. 


The youth who attend the Prevention Committee 
meetings are committed to being drug-free and making 
healthy choices for their lives while giving back to their 
community. 


Isaac Osceola and other S.W.A.M.P. members play a game of dodge b; 




February 27, 2009 • The Seminole Tribune • 7A 


| SEMINOLE PRINCESS PAGEANT WORKSHOPS 


Princess Pageant Workshop Features Miss Florida USA 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 


“What you learn in these workshops 
will go far beyond the pageant and hopeful- 
ly, you will benefit from this knowledge as 
you journey through life,” said Bowers. 
“You should bear in mind that as a Tribal 
i representative of the 


CLEWISTON, Fla. — The second ii 
a series of educational workshops designed 
to prepare and inspire candidates for the member, you are £ 

Miss Florida Seminole and Junior Miss Seminole Tribe of Florida everywhere you 
Florida Seminole pageant took place on Jan. go, every day of your life. This is a broad 
24 at the Clewiston Inn. The program cen- responsibility that you can carry with pride 
tered around public speaking tips and fea- and dignity and our goal is to assist you.” 
tured a special guest appearance from Miss Hollywood Board Rep. and past 
Florida USA Anastagia Pierre. princess Gloria Wilson co-hosted the Public 

Past princess and Chairperson for the Speaking Workshop. A very accomplished 
Princess Committee Wanda Bowers hosted speaker, she sought to motivate the program 
the workshop. Providing a brief history of participants by calling upon her extensive 
the program series. Bowers summarized the experiences in the public forum, 
first class in Seminole history. The initial Recognizing the apprehension of first 
clinic took place in November 2008 at the time speakers, Rep. Wilson discussed her 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum, in conjunction youthfiil fear and nervousness in front of 
with the American Indian Arts Celebration, audiences. She told the workshop students 
Bowers emphasized the duties of the about how she started with public speaking, 
Seminole princesses during their reign and first doing so in her church, school and dur- 
the advantages of preparing for the office as ing the pageant, to large events such as 
well as the pageant. when she crowned the FSU Homecoming 

Queen before an audi- 
ence of thousands. She 
has also spoken before 
a congressional repre- 
sentation in Washing- 
ton DC and is often 
called on to speak at 
Tribal and community 
events. 

“Our goal is to 
teach you how to com- 
municate and explore 
the many venues 
available to shape 
your future,” Rep. 
Wilson said. “Com- 
munication is a key 
that will open many 
doors. The members 
of the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida have 
learned that they must 
sell themselves, their 
business opportunities 
and legislative goals 
through communica- 
tion.” 

Following the cri- 
teria of the workshop, 
she stressed objectives 
pageant contestants 
should strive for, 
including motivating 
and inspiring others, 
showing passion and 
researching and being 
informed about their 
topic. She suggested 
always speaking clear- 
ly and distinctly and 
using hand and body 



sly about the sport of basketball. 


language and eye contact to captivate the 
audience. 

The student body, ranging in age from 
13 to 19, participated in assignments that 
required composing their thoughts, making 
introductions, and attempts to captivate 
their audience. Following each presentation, 
other members of the group critiqued their 
performance and offered suggestions. Rep. 
Wilson and Bowers added valuable feed- 
back. 

As the session progressed, the young 
ladies learned about each other and more 
about themselves through communication. 

Joining the girls for the afternoon seg- 
ment of the workshop, 2008-2009 Miss 
Florida USA Anastagia Pierre made a guest 
appearance. Her poise, grace and overall 
appearance wowed the audience. Taking 
command of the situation with her opening 
remarks, she emitted confidence and gen- 
uine sincerity. The girls later remarked that 
through eye contact, they immediately felt 
as though she was speaking to them individ- 
ually. 

Following a brief background presenta- 
tion, Miss Florida USA talked about her on- 
going education, future plans and the limit- 
less opportunities that come from learning 
to communicate with the public. 

“Preparation is the key,” Pierre said. “I 
have a life on the go and had to leam to 
manage my time, present my objectives to 
an audience and network my skills.” 

“In addition to the demanding schedule 
of my duties as Miss Florida USA, I have 
education and personal responsibilities,” 
added Pierre. “I lend my voice to the goals 
of the people that I represent. I cannot stress 
enough that you must know who, what and 
why you are representing. Avoid crutch 
words and phrases and make eye contact. 
Use cue cards with key words because you 
cannot read your speech verbatim.” 

She then offered tips on how to best 
break the ice with the audience, proper con- 
duct during personal interviews, preparation 
of essays and what to expect from judges. 

“When speaking in public, sound con- 
versational, change the tempo from time to 
time, be interesting and do not fear spon- 
taneity,” Pierre said. “Remember that each 
of you are unique, but only one can win the 
pageant. The upside is the fact that the expe- 
rience does not end there. Every contestant 
is a winner and has a bright opportunity to 
meet new challenges and give purpose to an 
outstanding career.” 

Spending time with the young ladies 
after the workshop, Pierre visited with the 
group and answered their questions on a 
wide variety of subjects from personal to 
professional. She also took individual pho- 
tos with the girls, which she autographed. 



Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Cooper Rivers, Alexis Aguilar, Miss Florida USA Anastagia Pierre, Krystle Young, Ragan Osce- 
ola and Stevie Brantley attend the Miss Florida Seminole Public Speaking workshop. 



[ 


Judy Weeks 

(L-R, Front Row) Hollywood Board Rep. Gloria Wilson and Seminole Princess Chairperson Wanda 
Bowers conducted a public speaking workshop for Ragan Osceola, Cooper Rivers, Krystle Young, 
Stevie Brantley and Alexis Aguilar. 


Seminole Princess Hopefuls 
Attend Etiquette Workshop 




educational leadership, a bachelor’s in English litera- 
ture and certificates in protocol and French cuisine, 
Jones brought a wealth of information to the table. Her 
CLEWISTON — Candidates for the Seminole career has included extensive business and fashion 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 


Princess crown attended the third in a series of work- exposure, 
shops at the Clewiston Inn on Feb. 7 to leam etiquette cosmetics, 
skills. The event was sponsored by the Princess Com- 
mittee with Mercedes Osceola-Hahn as coordinator. 


‘I cannot place enough emphasis on the rewards of 
proper etiquette in every facet of your lifestyle,” said 


Celeste Jones of the Elementary Etiquette Society Jones. “The skills that you leam here today will carry 
conducted the group study. With a master’s degree in you far beyond the Princess Pageant. They will open 

doors for you in the social, educational, business and 
political world. Your private and public demeanor con- 
tinues to leave a lasting impression on everyone you 
encounter long after you have left the room.” 

The workshop used an informal, interactive 
instruction method, which permitted the young ladies to 
use their newly acquired skills during the learning 
process. Following a crash course in introductions, the 
group concentrated on communication skills, body lan- 
guage and proper demeanor for a variety of situations. 

“You want others to perceive you as confident and 
believable,” Jones said. “Use eye contact to your 
advantage and conversation openers that will permit 
you to elaborate on your unique qualities and create an 
opportunity for your audience to respond.” 

Using each other for partners, the girls received 
instruction on dealing with controversial and difficult 
situations that may occur at a dinner party, on a date, 
during a business conference or before an audience. 
Through conversation games, they expanded their 
vocabulary and increased their confidence. 

The program emphasized casual and formal table 
manners, as well as proper table settings and tactful eat- 
ing habits. 

Lunch was served in a round table situation to 
allow the instructor to answer questions and critique the 
young ladies’ behavior. As 
the meal progressed, the 
girls drew trivial pursuit eti- 
quette cards and answered 
questions that introduced 
new topics and tested their 
knowledge of the activities 
from the classroom. 

The afternoon curricu- 
lum dealt with room entries, 
body language on a runway 
or stage, grace under scruti- 
ny, handling of difficult situ- 
ations and apologies. 

After being offered a 
series of possibilities, the 
girls selected makeup as 
their final topic. Jones pro- 
vided an extensive cosmetic 
kit for this segment of the 
workshop, but also offered a 
disclaimer. 

“Less is more,” she 
said. “Makeup is not intend- 
ed for a disguise in daily or 
social use. It should be used 
Judy Weeks sparingly to enhance your 
(L-R) Jones shows the proper handling of table utensils to Jaide Micco, Alexis Aguilar and n f^ ura ^ k® ai jty an d accentu 
Krystle Young. ate your laclal fi ualltles - 


(L-R) Krystle Young learns introductions from instructor 
Celeste Jones as she greets Jaide Micco. 
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The largest SUV Fleet in South Florida and the lowest prices. 
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Seminole Actor Attends 50th 
Anniversary Movie Screening 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

FORT LAUDERDALE — Tribal citizens and the 
public enjoyed one of South Florida’s rarely seen pieces 
of cinema Jan. 24 at Cinema Paradiso, a small, inde- 
pendent theatre in downtown Ft. Lauderdale. 

The Fort Lauderdale International Film Festival 
(FLIFF) held the 50th anniversary screening of the 
drama/romance, “Wind Across the Everglades.” The 
copy of the film supplied to FLIFF for the viewing 
remains one of only a handful still in existence. 

Tony® and Emmy® Award-winning actor Christo- 
pher Plummer headlined the movie. However, the film 
also features appearances by Tribal citizens Cory Osce- 
ola and daughter, Mary Osceola-Moore. 

The veteran actor Corey Osceola played the role of 
Billy One- Arm. At just 16 years of age at the time, 
Osceola-Moore made her feature film debut playing the 
character Suzy Billy. 

Osceola has had one other film role to his credit, 
appearing in the 1 955 film “Yellowneck.” “Wind 
Across the Everglades” is Osceola-Moore ’s only film 
appearance. 

“I was so young at the time, when [the film mak- 
ers] came to me at the time I did not know what to do,” 
Osceola-Moore pointed out. “[My family] agreed to do 
it but I was kind of shy and afraid but once I got on the 
set everyone made me feel so comfortable. We had a 
good time filming the movie.” 

“I enjoyed the excitement of it all and the celebri- 
ties involved,” she continued. 

She attended the event with sons, Frank and David, 
and daughter, Barbara Osceola-Butera, who called her 
mom “such a natural.” 

“She felt really good about that night,” said son, 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Mary Osceola-Moore stands and receives recognition from 
the audience after the film’s screening. 


David. “It felt nice to see her that happy.” 

Shot in Everglades National Park, the film played 
in both Los Angeles and New York in August and Sep- 
tember upon its release in 1958. It was a one-time col- 
laboration between director Nicholas Ray, known in the 
industry for the classic film “Rebel Without a Cause,” 
starring James Dean, and Budd Schulberg 
screenwriter for the film, “On the Water- 
front,” starring Marlon Brando. 

Foster Hirsch, professor of film and 
film historian at New York’s Brooklyn 
College said the unusually cold Florida 
weather and mosquitoes proved to be just 
a few of the challenges during filming in 
the winter of 1957. 

“The film has a great local signifi- 
cance,” he said. “But it is also a wonder- 
ful portrayal of man and nature.” 

Plummer, a Canadian theater, film 
and television actor, and the film’s lead 
actor, has gone on to become one of the 
most respected and successful actors in 
the business. At the time, the film was 
just the second of his career. 

In a career spanning more than 50 
years, to many fans Plummer’s best 
known role came as the iconic Captain 
Georg Von Trapp in the classic movie- 
musical, “The Sound of Music.” 

He attended the post-screening of the 
movie to promote and sign copies of his 
recent autobiography, In Spite of Myself. 
Osceola-Moore also presented him with a 
custom-made Seminole jacket and dolls 
for his family, and he received a Lifetime 
Achievement award from the FLIFF. 




Chris C. Jenkins 


Mary Osceola-Moore (Second from Left) enjoys the movie screening of her movie, “Wind Across the Everglades,” with son, 
David (L), daughter, Barbara Osceola-Butera (Second from Right), and son, Frank (R). 
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Tribal Employee Visits Athens, Cairo Hard Rocks 



BY PEGGIE REYNOLDS 
Contributing Writer 

[Editor ’s Note: Peggie Reynolds works in 
the Grants Dept, in Hollywood as a grants- 
manship coordinator and regulatory liaison. 
The opinions she expresses are her own. Peg- 
gie can be reached at preynolds@ 
semtribe.com.] 

Now that Hard Rock International is an 
established part of the Seminole family, Tribal 
citizens and employees tend to seek out Hard 
Rock Cafes when traveling throughout the 
world. 

On a vacation to Greece, the Greek Isles 
and Egypt in November 2008, 1 had the chance 
to visit the Hard Rock in Athens, Greece and 
Cairo, Egypt, as well as meet the staff and col- 
lect Hard Rock pins. 

The cafe in Athens, Greece provided a few 
surprises, beginning with the lively clerk in the 
Hard Rock Gift Shop, who had a full butterfly 
painted on her face. The Hard Rock Athens was 
bustling with a lot of locals and tourists stop- 
ping by for food, drinks and shopping. 

The staff showed me a prized, framed 
photo of the Tribal Council as well as the reso- 
lution from the March 2007 signing ceremony 
that took place under the Council Oak on the 
Hollywood Reservation, and signified the 
Tribe’s purchase of Hard Rock International. It 
was a great way to show all visitors the connec- 
tion between Hard Rock and the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida. 



Peggie Reynolds 


A framed photo of the signing ceremony and 
passing of the Tribal Council resolution that signi- 
fied the Tribe’s purchase of Hard Rock Interna- 
tional inside the Hard Rock in Athens, Greece. 


A short flight to Cairo, Egypt led me to the 
land of camels, ancient pyramids and truly 
exotic and magical surroundings. It was amaz- 
ing to be on the streets of Cairo where donkey 
carts and water buffalo vie for space alongside 
thousands of cars. Then, from nowhere, dozens 
of pedestrians weave in and around the carts, 
vehicles and animals, to 
create what the Egyptians 
called the “24 Hour Rush 
Hour.” 

The Hard Rock Cairo 
is located in more tranquil 
and comfortable surround- 
ings at the Grand Hyatt 
Cairo. Set on the banks of 
the Nile River, this Hard 
Rock provides a beautiful 
setting for guests to take in 
while they enjoy lunch or 
dinner. 

The staff members 
were exuberant, always 
ready to pose for photos 
and could not have been 
more gracious. 

General Manager of 
Hard Rock Cafe Cairo 
Vatche Yacoubian has 
been with the company for 
about 17 years and has 
managed a number of 
cafes in Europe and the 
Middle East. It is clear that 
he is not only a dedicated 
employee, but also very 
proud to be associated 


with Hard Rock International. 

It is always a thrill to travel and meet peo- 
ple of different countries and cultures. It has 
been even more rewarding to get acquainted 
with the staff of the Hard Rock Cafes around 
the world and bring a bit of Seminole Country 
to their homelands. 



Peggie Reynolds 

The view of Cairo at sunset from inside the Egyptian Hard Rock. 



The inside of the Hard Rock Cafe in Cairo, Egypt. 



Peggie Reynolds 

Bartender Tony Mod enjoys his work at the Hard Rock in Cario, Egypt. 


4-H Youth Compete in Hog Show at State Fair 

BY RACHEL B UXTON 
Staff Reporter 

WEST PALM BEACH — Mem- 
bers of the Seminole Tribe 4-H pro- 
gram headed to the South Florida Fan- 
in West Palm Beach Jan. 23 to partici- 
pate in the Youth All-Breed Market 
Hog Show. 

The eight participating children 
from the Tribal community have 
shown in the state division fair in 
year’s past. Many have competed at 
state level for the past several years. 

Jessica Lopez, a nine-year 4-H 
veteran, placed first in her weight 
class. Rosa Jane Urbina and Rylee 
Smith also showed their experience, 
both placing second in their respective 
weight classes. 

When youth exhibitors show their 
hogs, the judges look for confirmation 
of the animals as well as how the chil- 
dren handle their animals to determine 
the winners. 



Drayton Billie preps his hog for the si 



Rachel Buxton 

Erena Billie strives for showmanship by making eye contact with the 
judge while she is in the ring. 


“It is obvious who worked with their 
animals,” said Seminole 4-H Extension 
Agent Michael Bond. 

The 4-H members spent the past few 
months preparing for the show. Lopez exer- 
cised her hog for 30 minutes a day to keep it 
in shape. 

“It takes a lot of work,” said Breanna 
Billie, who placed seventh. “You have to 
give them water, feed them, wash them, 
clean out their pen. It keeps me going.” 

Jacob Cotton, Erena Billie, Drayton Bil- 
lie and Rayven Smith also spent the months 
prior to the fair preparing their animals for 
the show. They placed fifth through eighth, 
respectively, in their weight classes. 

To be eligible for market animal shows 
each entrant must reside in designated coun- 
ties, be between the ages of 8 and 18 and 
enrolled in school or a certified home school 
program. Hogs must also weigh a minimum 
of 230 pounds at weigh-in held the day 
before the show. 

The South Florida Fair recently started 
mandating that all youth participants must 
attend a youth livestock show ethics and ani- 
mal care workshop. The class helps to teach 
children the importance of proper animal 
handling and management, along with the 
difference between animal welfare and ani- 
mal rights. The program is endorsed by the 
Florida Department of Agriculture and Con- 
sumer Services and the University of Flori- 
da’s Institute of Food and Agricultural Sci- 
ences. 

Members of 4-H use a leam-by-doing 
approach to help youth develop the neces- 
sary skills to become a competent, caring and 
contributing citizen. 

“It teaches children to be proud and have 
good sportsmanship,” said Bond. “It gives 
them a sense of responsibility and develops 
leadership skills.” 
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| SEMINOLE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Meet SPD Officer Angie Margotta 



SUBMITTED BY SEMINOLE POLICE DEPT. Tribal citizens in the community. She has been produc- 

tive within the community as a road patrol officer, field 
Officer Angie Margotta graduated from the Police training officer, school resource officer, narcotics offi- 
Academy in 1997 and has served with the Seminole cer, detective and a sergeant, although she has recently 
Police Dept, since May 2000. gone back as a road patrol officer on the day shift 

Margotta has patrolled on the Hollywood Reserva- squad, 
tion and has a great rapport with several Tribal and non- Through her dedication with the Seminole Tribe, 

Margotta has been requested for 
several Tribal events within the 
Hollywood and Brighton communi- 
ties. These include Youth Confer- 
ences, Rez Rally, Red Ribbon 
Week, Preschool Field Day, Hal- 
loween festivities and the Seminole 
Princess Pageant, which she said 
have all been great experiences. 

In 2004, Hollywood Tribal 
Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr., 
community members Jo and Robert 
North and Herbert Jim requested 
Margotta to participate in the 
Tribe’s first Boys & Girls Club- 
sponsored trip, the Ultimate Warrior 
Challenge, which took place in 
Snake River, Idaho. She said she 
was honored to join such an eye- 
opening experience. 

During her career with the 
Tribe, Margotta has continued her 
education by attending Barry Uni- 
versity working on her bachelor’s 
degree in public administration. She 
said she hopes to finish in the near 
future. 

On a personal note, Margotta 
dedicates her accomplishments and 
drive to her father, Vinnie, who has 
been battling a terminal illness 
since May 2007. 

“My dad has always been my 
inspiration, more now than ever, of 
all the things he has taught me 
' of spd throughout my life,” Margotta said. 
° “One thing I know now for sure is 
not to take any day for granted.” 


Seminole Police Dept. Officer Angie Margotta 


Immokalee SPD Looks Out for Community 


SUBMITTED BY SEMINOLE POLICE DEPT. 

IMMOKALEE — The Seminole Police Depart- 
ment (SPD) remains actively involved in Tribal com- 
munity policing efforts on the Immokalee Reservation. 

Some of the recent activities in Immokalee include: 

Officer Lynn Howard recovered a vehicle which 
had been taken in a carjacking incident in nearby 
Lehigh Acres, Fla. Officer Howard arrested the occu- 
pant who had chosen the parking lot of the Immokalee 
Casino to take a nap. Fortunately, the subject was not 
involved in any criminal activity on the reservation. 

Officer John Hill recovered an abandoned, stolen 
vehicle in the parking lot of the Immokalee Casino 
while on routine patrol. 

Officer Stephanie Sanchez, working with a newly- 


issued flyer concerning a juvenile runaway Tribal citi- 
zen from Big Cypress, located the child in Immokalee 
and returned him to his parents. 

Finally, at the community meeting on Jan. 20, Lt. 
Gator Sapp addressed the issue of utilizing recreational 
four-wheel vehicles in wetland areas of the Immokalee 
Reservation, which had been designated as natural 
ponds. 

Lt. Sapp briefed about 24 participants concerning 
elements of the Clean Water Act (CWA). These include 
the need to preserve the natural habitat of the federal 
lands, which comprise the reservation, and an explana- 
tion of the severe criminal and civil penalties — a 
$25,000 per day fine and a year in jail — for violation 
of the CWA, as enforced by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency. 
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BOYS & GIRLS CLUB 



Photo Courtesy of the Boys & Girts Club 

Members of the Seminole Boys & Girls Club with 3 Doors Down (Back Row) before their concert on Jan. 30 in Boca Raton. 


Boys & Girls Club Members Attend 
3 Doors Down Concert Sound Check 



BY THOMMY DOUD members of 3 Doors Down for a meet and greet/ques- 

Boys & Girls Club tion and answer session. The meet and greet presented 

the participating youth with an opportunity to meet the 
BOCA RATON, Fla. — Fifteen members of the band members up close and personal. 

Hollywood Reservation Boys & Girls Club got the They sat only inches away from the band, known 
chance to attend a sound check before the rock band, 3 for their work ethic and charitable contributions. The 
Doors Down, played their show at the Mizner Park participants asked questions ranging from how they 
Amphitheatre in Boca Raton on Jan. 30. came up with their name to what it takes to become a 

“Witnessing a sound 
check of this caliber is a 
good experience for our 
youth,” said Boys & Girls 
Club Director Robert 
North Sr. “When they can 
meet musicians and watch 
them prepare for a major 
concert, the youth soon 
realize that the key com- 
ponents to a musician’s 
A practicing and 
discipline — the hair, tat- 
toos, etc. are just ‘window 
dressing.’ ” 

“Also, this type of 
experience may open 
some doors for aspiring 
Tribal member musicians 
in the near future,” he 
added. 


famous musician. 

The band members 
answered every question 
and then posed for a pic- 
ture with the Tribal youth. 

This is the second 
“sound check event” for 
members of the Boys & 
Girls Clubs of the Semi- 
nole Tribe of Florida, 
made possible by the 
Grammy Foundation. The 
Grammy Foundation is 
one of the many on-going 
partnerships that the 
BGC/STOF maintains. 

“The Boys & Girls 
partnership initiatives, 
such as the case with the 
Grammy Foundation, are 
critical to introducing youth to positive aspects of the 
The club members, ranging in age from 11 to 18, world,” said North, 
witnessed the Billboard Chart-topping band perform After the event was over, the youth made their way 
three of their recent hits, check their sound levels and to a local restaurant for some good food and a chance to 
make sure their instruments were tuned properly. reflect on the day’s activities. 

Tribal citizen and aspiring musician Victor Osceo- “It was a lot of fun and it was a great experience to 
la needed only one word to describe his experience - meet the band,” said club member Delia Haijo. 
awesome. For more information about the Boys & Girls Club 

After the sound check, the youth met with the please see www.seminolebgc.org. 


Photo Courtesy of the Boys & Girts Club 

The band 3 Doors Down during their sound check. 


Hard Rock Sponsors Club Fundraiser 



America philosophy and as a chartered club, the 
BGC/STOF welcomes the opportunity to participate in 
fundraising activities. 

For more information about the Boys & Girls Club 


HOLLYWOOD — Staff and Board Members of 
the Boys & Girls Club of the Seminole Tribe of Florida please see www.seminolebgc.org. 
accepted a check for $3,000 
from the Hard Rock Cafe at the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 

Casino on Jan. 12. 

The check represented 
proceeds to the BGC/STOF 
from the Hard Rock Cafe’s 
Annual Hard Rock Pin Collec- 
tors Convention, which took 
place in Jan. 27-28, 2008. Pin 
collectors from all over the 
country participated in the 
weekend event, with all pro- 
ceeds raised from the sale 
donated to selected local non- 
profit organizations. 

As one of the selected 
charities, the BGC/STOF set 
up a booth inside the conven- 
tion center using video tech- 
nology to showcase the events 
and activities provided by the 
club to Tribal youth. 

Fundraising and sustain- 


(L-R) Staff member Jody Bert, Hard Rock Retail Manager Chip Turman, BGC/STOF 
Director Robert North Sr., BGC/STOF Chief Professional Officer Jo Motlow North, 
BGC/STOF Board Member Diane Buster, staff member Jordan Billie, Hard Rock Sales 
ability is an important part of Manager Robyn Melvin, Hard Rock General Manager Scott Jacobs, BGC/STOF Chief 
the Boys & Girls Clubs of Volunteer Officer Roger Nisley and staff member Velma Osceola. 
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VALENTINE'S DAY 



Mary Tigertail is a triple threat w 
Teddy bear and flowers. 


i food, a Valentine’s 


Seniors Celebrate Valentine’s Day 



BY CHRIS C. JENKINS Day with their own celebration Feb. 1 1 at the Senior 

Staff Reporter Center. . , . 

The gathering allowed the seniors to spend time 
BIG CYPRESS — The Tribal seniors of the Big together and play games including Bingo and the Her- 
Cypress community got into the spirit of Valentine’s shey’s Kiss® guessing game. Several lucky winners 

even walked away with Valentine ’s- 
themed door prizes. 

Big Cypress Elder Services Site Man- 
ager Cecilia Guzman said the day still 
remained a success even with the passing 
of Tribal elder, Leona Roberts Cotto. 

“I think it all went well in spite of the 
funeral,” Guzman said. “We normally 
would have had even more fun, but it v\ 
still good.” 

Visitors from both the Hollywood and 
Trail Reservations were unable, but sched- 
uled to, attend the festivities. 

Traditionally, Valentine’s Day is as 
ciated with the mutual exchange of love 
notes in the form of “valentines.” Heart- 
shaped figures and items, doves, and the 
figure of the winged Cupid are often sym- 
bols of its meaning. In Roman mythology, 
Chris c. Jenkins Cupid is the god of love and beauty, and 
dur- was son of Venus, the goddess of love. 


Community Celebrates Valentine's Day 



Alexis Jimmie (R) holds up Denise Gonzales (L) so she can 
grab a Valentine’s treat. 



(L-R) Maxine Jock and Elsa Zamora share a Valentine’s Day 
hug while Destinee Jimmie samples the buffet. 


BY JUD Y WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — Members of the Immokalee 
community celebrated Valentine’s Day on the evening 
ofFeb. 14. 

Staff members from the Recreation Dept, trans- 
formed the gym to create a party atmosphere for the 
occasion using traditional red, white and pink decora- 
tions with hearts and flowers. 

The partygoers in Immokalee embraced the oppor- 
tunity to share the companionship that has created this 
close knit community. Dining on the generous buffet, 
they listened to the music, danced and treated them- 
selves to some of the delicious desserts. 

A group of youngsters claimed the open portion of 
the basketball court to shoot a few hoops and play some 
one-on-one, while the younger children created Valen- 
tines cards to give to their friends and family. 



Judy Weeks 


Kenny Joe Davis Jr. participates in a little one-on-one bas- 
ketball at the Valentine’s Day celebration. 



Community Attends Holiday Bowling Tourney 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

LEHIGH ACRES, Fla. — The Immokalee Recre- 
ation Department hosted a Valentine’s Day Bowling 
Tournament for the couples in the community at the 
Bowlands Alley on Feb. 14. 

The participants formed eight teams, which played 
four games. The team members were alternated for 
each game in order to diversify the players’ skills and 
increase the challenge. Winning places were awarded 
to the top four teams in each game. 

Regular Bowling: 1. Ralph Escobar and Noemi 
Escobar, 2. Cecilia Pequeno and Arturo Herrera, 3. 
Felicia Garza and Josh Garza, 4. Kenny Joe Davis Jr. 
and Jennifer Ramos. 

Scotch Doubles: 1. Kenny Joe Davis Jr. and Cecil- 
ia Pequeno, 2. Josh Garza and Gale Boone, 3. Ralph 
Escobar and Ashley Billie, 4. Michael Alvarado and 
Jennifer Ramos. 

3-6-9: 1. Josh Garza and Susan Davis, 2. Michael 
Alvarado and Felicia Garza, 3. Johnny Boone and 
Noemi Escobar, 4. Kenny Joe Davis Jr. and Juanita 
Martinez. 

Odd & Evens: 1. Noemi Escobar and Arturo Her- 
rera, 2. Josh Garza and Juanita Martinez, 3. Trey Boone 
and Cecilia Pequeno, 4. Michael Alvarado and Susan 
Davis. 



Ashley Billie picks up a spare in the Scotch Doubles. 



Judy Weeks 


Felicia Garza helps her team take third place in the Regular 
Bowling game. 



Jennifer Ramos puts a little action on the ball during the 
Scotch Doubles. 


/ ^ 



Judy Weeks 

Kenny Joe Davis Jr. practices for the day when he will take 
the winning slot. 
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Education B 


Charter School 
Names Teacher, 
Employee of 
the Year 

Jeanine Gran, Pam 
Rhodes Honored with 
Prestigious Titles 

BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Jeanine Gran was 
given the honor of being named the 2008- 
2009 Teacher of the Year for the Pemayetv 
Emahakv Charter School. 

Gran wears many hats as the guidance 
counselor for the school. 

“Jeanine Gran is a key part to the suc- 
cess of our school,” said Principal Russell 
Brown. 

Gran is among the first to work each 
day, where she makes it a point to greet 
everyone from teachers, students and any 
visitors on campus. 

“It’s just not like work,” she said. “It’s 
a joy getting up. I love being at school.” 

Gran has been with the school since its 
opening in August 2007. In her two years as 
guidance counselor she has helped organize 
and create many 
events for the stu- 
dents. Guest 
Reader Day that 
took place last 
December was 
among her 

favorites. 

“It was some- 
thing I did,” she 
explained. “Just 
to see so many 
people from all 
over come to read 
was amazing.” 

Gran knows 
all 166 students 
by name and takes great pride in being a 
child advocate. 

“Her conscientious efforts to get to 
know the students and their families and her 
comforting approach provide our students 
the confidence necessary to give their best,” 
said school Principal Russell Brown. 

A resident of Okeechobee since 1987, 
Gran has been involved in education for 29 
years. Before joining Pemayetv Emahakv 
she was a music and band teacher at the 
Fifth and Sixth Grade Center, now known 
as the Freshman Campus, for four years, as 
well as a music teacher at North Elementary 
for four years and 
a guidance coun- 
selor at Central 
Elementary for 12 
years. 

On the week- 
ends Gran enjoys 
gardening, play- 
ing with her new 
dog T.J. and rid- 
ing on her motor- 
cycle with hus- 
band of 22 years, 

Tom. 

You won’t 
find Gran spend- 
ing too much time 
away from her 166 kids. 

“When I’m away from them I miss 
them, they are like my own,” she said 

Pam Rhodes was named Non-Instruc- 
tional Employee of the Year at Pemayetv 
Emahakv Charter School for 2008-2009. 

Rhodes has been the receptionist at the 
school for two years and said she can’t 
imagine a better job. 

“You come to work and you enjoy it,” 
Rhodes said cheerfully. 

Rhodes was nominated and chosen for 
the honor by her colleagues. 

She said she was shocked when she 
was awarded the title of Non- Instructional 
Employee of the Year. 

“I usually don’t give myself enough 
credit,” Rhodes admitted. “It has definitely 
been rewarding to know your coworkers 
thought that much of you.” 

Typical duties for Rhodes include 
answering and maintaining the school tele- 
phone site system, processing payroll, 
inputting attendance, record keeping, pro- 
cessing personnel applications and general 
clerical duties. However, Rhodes does so 
much more than answer phones. 

“Ms. Rhodes brings to the table the 
desire to provide the best for our students, 
the families of our students and the staff,” 
said Principal Russell Brown. 

She is not designated to a specific sub- 
ject or grade so she says she gets to see and 
help all the students. 

“I get to nurture them and see their 
smiling faces,” Rhodes said. 

Rhodes is a 22-year veteran resident of 
Okeechobee and is the mother of two, 
Tyler, 17, and Brady, 10, a third grade stu- 
dent at Pemayetv Emahakv. Her two boys 
keep her busy running from baseball to 
football games. 

When she isn’t at work or in the stadi- 
um cheering, Rhodes can be found playing 
racquetball or taking a run. 

Rhodes said her new career in educa- 
tion has been an absolute blessing. 

“When I came to Pemayetv Emahakv, I 
had no idea how rewarding this job would 
be,” she said. “It has truly been a wonderful 




Jeanine Gran 



Rachel Buxton 

Vocalist and camp instructor Matt Kramer (C), former lead singer of the band Saigon Kick, teaches Raylon Eagle (L) and Chloe Chalfant (R) how to sing on key. 


Seminoles Learn Singing Techniques at Music Camp 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — The Seminole youth 
got a taste of stardom as they took the stage 
and participated in the second Seminole 
Star Search Music Camp, held Feb. 7 in the 
Brighton Gym. 

The Seminole Star Search Music 
Camp is a continuation from last year’s 
Seminole Star Search contest. It featured 26 
finalists fighting to win a chance of a life- 
time, the opportunity to sing and record 
with Grammy® Award-winning artist 
Micki Free. 

Free is the director of Seminole Her- 
itage Events and Promotions that heads up 
the music camp. The camp was created to 
show Tribal citizens the tools to get their 
game together for the next Seminole Star 
Search competition, but also to help them 
in their everyday life, Free said. 

“They will take self-confidence home 
with them,” he said. “This will help the 
way they look and feel about themselves; 
it’s more than just music.” 

Free also stressed that music can be 
used as an outlet for children and young 
adults. 

“They can go down the right road or 
the wrong road,” he added. “We are trying 


to give them an avenue in the middle, 
which is the arts, to excel.” 

Comprised of highly accomplished 
instructors, the camp offered guidance on 
all aspects of the music industry including 
vocals, songwriting, stage presence, hip- 
hop and image. 

The instructors included Free himself, 
who explained his knowledge of song writ- 
ing and biography composition, Matt 
Kramer, vocal coach and former lead 
singer of the band Saigon Kick, Cima 
Georgevich who has worked on stage pres- 
ence with the likes of R. Kelly and Foxy 
Brown, Prince Markie Dee, one of the 
original members of the hip-hop group, 
The Fat Boys, and Ft. Pierce Eiaison Sally 
Tommie, a former student and instructor at 
the Barbizon School of Modeling. 

Tommie did an exercise with the par- 
ticipants where they viewed music videos 
from all genres and then dissected them to 
study the elements needed to obtain a 
viewer’s attention. Participants discussed 
what the artists were wearing, what they 
were doing in the video and what they 
were singing about. 

“Music is medicine for the soul,” 
Tommie said referring to Britney Spears’ 

Please see CAMP * Page 2B 



Rachel Buxton 

(L-R) Mom and daughter, Salina and Alissa Dorgan, harmonize together singing “Amazing 


Pemayetv Emahakv Holds Safety Patrol Induction 



BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Members of the Semi- 
nole Police Dept, inducted Pemayetv Ema- 
hakv Charter School students into the first- 
ever Safety Patrol Unit at a ceremony Jan. 
14 held in the breezeway of the school. 


Students, teachers and members of the 
Seminole Police Dept, attended as Chief of 
Police William Fatchford swore nine stu- 
dents in, Michael Garcia, Kailin Brown, 
Melany Williams, Tamea Allen, Erik Gar- 
cia, Trevor Thomas, Sean Osceola, Jaden 
Puente and Diamond Shore, as honorary 
members of the department. 

“[The Safe- 
ty Patrol Unit 
members] want 
to help you 
grow,” Chief 
Fatchford told 
the younger 
Pemayetv Ema- 
hakv students. 
“Eeadership is 
about people.” 

Michael 
Garcia was 
named captain, 
Brown named 
sergeant and 
Williams and 
Allen named 
lieutenants of 
the Safety Patrol 
Unit. The stu- 
dents will hold 
their titles for 
the complete 
semester, finish- 
ing out the 
school year. 
New members 
will be inducted 
at the beginning 
of the next 
school year. 


The Safety Patrol Unit members were 
selected based on a nomination from teach- 
ers considering their leadership abilities and 
classroom performance. As safety patrols, 
they are expected to set good examples and 
assist the younger children at all times. 

The honorary students received a cer- 
tificate along with their very own Seminole 
Police Dept. I.D. badge at the ceremony. 

Safety patrols will be responsible for 
the raising, taking down and folding of the 
flags. They will also be assigned posts on 
school grounds and will report to it daily. 


The Safety Patrol Unit was created to 
promote citizenship, leadership, service, 
responsibility and good will, according to 
school Guidance Counselor Jeanine Gran. 

“It is something fun for the students 
and will help build leadership quality,” said 
Gran. 

Chief Fatchford urged the other stu- 
dents to look at the Safety Patrol members 
as role models. 

“Have the goal to be like them when 
you get old enough,” he said. 
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Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Geneva Garcia, Jessica Osceola, Alex Wooten, AKA DJ Aliyo, Eliza Mora and Cartaya Billie attempt to fade and blend 
their music. 


Youth Learn DJ’ing Techniques in Class 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMORAL, EE — The Dept, of Education’s 
Adult Vocational Program provided Immokalee res- 
idents with an opportunity to leam the basic skills 
necessary for a career as a disc jockey on the after- 
noon of Jan. 21 in the Conference Room of the 
Administration Building. 

The overview course was conducted by the 
Scratch DJ Academy, which was founded in 2002 
and has locations in Miami, New York City and Los 
Angeles. Their graduates have been able to obtain 
employment on board cruise ships, in the radio 
industry and at night clubs and private parties. 

Instructors Jamie Keogh, AKA DJ Immortal 
and Alex Wooten, AKA DJ Aliyo, taught the intro- 
ductory course. Timing their presentation to include 
the younger generation, the afterschool program 
included both youth and adults. 

Keogh began the class by giving opening 
remarks including a brief history of the profession, 
basic equipment and musical theory. 

“With the advent of the computer age, the 
industry is gravitating toward the return of turnta- 
bles with programmable records that offer the abil- 
ity to mix and blend for continuous harmony,” he 
said. “Eliminating compact discs, the music is 
downloaded from the computer, adjusted by speed 
and volume and then enhanced by scratching and 
sound effects.” 

The second portion of the program allowed the 
students to receive hands-on training on the turnta- 
bles and instruction in scratching techniques. Wear- 
ing headphones, they responded to the beat and 
attempted to blend and fade their favorite songs. 
Each participant received a DJ Scratch Academy 
dog tag acknowledging their efforts. 



Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Jamie Keogh, AKA DJ Immortal, shows Eliza Mora a 
scratch technique on the turntable. 


Tribal Citizens Learn Music Basics in Course 




Staff Reporter 


Chris C. Jenki 

(L-R) Tribal citizen Sue Burton mixes it up with Ken Eversley, AKA DJ 
Razor, watching. 


BIG CYPRESS — Tribal citizens got 
the chance to try their hand at one of the 
most popular music industry careers Jan. 14 
n the Big Cypress Municipal Building. 

With four scheduled reservation appear- 
ances, the art and discipline of disc jockey- 
ing, or DJing, provided an opportunity to 
leam the basics in a hands-on lecture course 
for those interested in starting a career or 
developing a new hobby. 

“DJing has a variety of opportunities 
which are very popular nowadays although 
it was not that way back in the 1980s,” said 
20-year DJ veteran Ken Eversley, better 
known as DJ K-Razor on the work scene. 

The focus centered on equipment set- 
up, basic mixing and blending, scratching, 
beat making and other techniques, according 
to Eversley. 

“I see a lot of the teens in the communi- 
ty I work in that are interested in music and 
hip-hop and thought this would be a good 
opportunity to introduce them to that world,” 
said Tribal Education Dept. Adult Vocation- 
al Administrator Jasmine Porter. “You know 
it has definitely gone over well when you see all the introduce and play music broadcasting on AM, FM, 
smiles on the faces of everyone.” shortwave, digital, or online radio stations, club DJs 

One of the attendees, Tribal citizen Leauna Billie, that specialize in selecting and playing music in bars, 
said she found out about it through her grandmother, clubs, discos, at raves, or game stadiums and mobile 
Sue Bruton. DJs. They are an extension of original radio disc jock- 

“I just wanted to see it and try it out,” Billie said. eys. They travel with or go on tour with mobile sound 
Eversley said he specializes in hip-hop DJing and systems playing from a collection of recorded material 
selects and plays music using multiple turntables and in for a specific audience. 

many cases, the DJ also backs up one or more emcees. Eversley currently works within the Miami night 
Other types of DJing include: radio DJs, known to club scene and has toured with artists such as Lil’ Flip, 

Noreaga, Phatlip, Monica 
and Kelly Clarkson. 

He is part of the Scratch 
DJ Academy, the world’s first 
DJ school, with locations in 
New York City, Los Angeles 
and Miami. 

The school has celebrity 
DJ instructors, copyrighted 
curriculum and equipment 
for students to leam on. 
Scratch DJ Academy offers 
three courses, from beginners 
through expert level. 

It was founded in 2002 
by the late Jason Mizell, 
known in the hip-hop world 
as Jam Master Jay, the DJ 
from legendary rap music 
pioneers Run-DMC. 

According to the Scratch 
DJ Academy website, 
scratch.com, the academy 
aims to legitimize, validate 
and extend the role and 
importance of the DJ and pro- 
ducer into new arenas by 
highlighting and showcasing 
the art form’s intrinsic value. 
For more information 
Chris c. Jenkins p i ease ca n ( 305 ) 535-2599. 
(L-R) Alex Wooten, AKA DJ Aliyo encourages Leauna Billie as she learns scratching tech- 
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❖ Camp 

Continued from page IB 


music video of her song “Stronger.” “You get to tell 
your story.” 

The 2008 Seminole Star Search winner David Billy 
also attended the camp and spoke. 

“I started right where 
you are sitting,” Billy told 
the contestants. “I gave it a 
shot and here I am.” 

“The Star Search Win- 
ners” CD featuring Billy 
will be available soon at the 
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino. 

Another contestant 
from last year’s competition, 

Salina Dorgan, took the 
stage to encourage the Trib- 
al youth to use this opportu- 
nity that the Tribe is offer- 


Alissa Dorgan gained enough confidence and 
courage and took the stage to give a performance of 
“Amazing Grace,” accompanied by her mother, Salina. 

Kramer commented on Alissa Dorgan’s perform- 
ance saying, “It starts as a dream and turns into a craft.” 

Free wrapped up the camp with encouraging 
words. 

“If I can do it, you can do,” he said. 


mg. 

“I’m glad the Tribe has 
this program for you,” Dor- 
gan said. “You got it, you 
just don’t realize it. That’s 
what this camp is for.” 

At the end of the day 
those at the music camp 
attended private sessions 
with each instructor to hone 
their skills. They worked on 
pitch and tone, how to com- 
mand attention on the stage 
and how to portray a posi- 
tive image. 

“Confidence is the 
greatest accessory you could 
ever acquire in life,” Tom- 
mie told the youth. 


Micki Free speaks to the crowd about the importance of dedication. 
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Pemayetv Emahakv Charter 
School Students Honored 


Awards for Nov. 24-Dec. 5 



Kindergarten 

Mrs. Duncan - Daven Buck 
Mrs. Webber - Tayla Bums 

First Grade 

Mrs. Davis - Jahbahn Bennett 
Mrs. Ringstaff- Edward Garcia 
Mrs. Hudson — Laila Bennett 

Second Grade 
Mrs. Ball - Alyke Baker 
Mrs. Moss - Joseph Nichols 

Third Grade 

Mrs. Clements - Michael Girtman 
Mrs. Pryor - Rylee Smith 


Fourth Grade 

Mrs. Tedders — Ruben Burgess 
Awards for Dec. 8-18 MrS ' Williams “ Bail y Tedders 


Kindergarten 

Mrs. Duncan — Kyandra Harris 
Mrs. Webber - Norman Osceola 


Fifth Grade 

Mrs. Dobbs — Rumor Juarez 
Mrs. Finney — Royce Osceola 


First Grade 

Mrs. Davis - Sage Motlow 
Mrs. Ringstaff - Caillou Smith 

Second Grade 

Mrs. Moss — Lucas Osceola 
Third Grade 

Mrs. Clements - Cyrus Smedley 
Mrs. Pryor - Dalton Girtman 

Fourth Grade 

Mrs. Tedders - Lanie Sedatol 
Mrs. Willaims - Erik Garcia 

Fifth Grade: 

Mrs. Dobbs — Donovon Osceola 
Mrs. Finney — Tamea Allen 



Awards for Jan. 5-16 
Kindergarten 

Mrs. Duncan - Justin Gopher 
Mrs. Webber - Haylie Huff 



First Grade 

Mrs. Davis - Araya Youngblood 
Mrs. Ringstaff - Caillou Smith 
Mrs. Hudson - Bevyn Billie 

Second Grade 
Mrs. Ball - Satie Rico 
Mrs. Moss - Oscar Yates 

Third Grade 

Mrs. Clements - Bly Davidson 
Mrs. Pryor - Chloe Chalfant 

Fourth Grade 

Mrs. Tedders — Jermaine Bennett 
Mrs. Williams - Odessa King 


Fifth Grade 

Mrs. Dobbs - Tyra Baker 
Mrs. Finney — Cheyenne Nunez 


Ahfachkee Honors Second Quarter Students 





BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Ahfachkee 
School honored more of its best and bright- 
est students Jan. 23 in the Second Quarter 
Awards ceremony, held at the Herman L. 
Osceola Gymnasium. 

Students in grades pre-kindergarten 
through 12 received 140 awards at the 

Fourteen-year school veteran employ- 
ee, and School Coordinator Eileen Hager, 
said the amount of awards handed out rep- 
resented the highest number in all her years 
at the school. 

“I am so proud of these students,” 
Hager said. “There is an incredible feeling 
of pride and honor in receiving recognition 
for hard work.” 

“Our students are taking the right steps 
at an early age to ensure that they are col- 
lege bound,” Hager added. 

Ahfachkee School Principal Walt Swan 


Principal Walt Swan Jr. (far left) with students fr 
sias’ second grade class. 


Porter, Timothy Tigertail, 

Spencer Aguilar, Kobe Bil- 
lie, Kamari Ivey, Ramona 
Jimmie, Henchoo-Ye 
Jumper, Shana Balentine, 

Carlee Billie, Brandon 
Frank, Leilani Gopher, 

Alena Stockton, Abigail 
Tigertail. 

Ahfachkee Achieve- 
ment: Nicholus Andrews, 

Athena Bert, Keaton Billie, 

Sontino Billie, Lauren Doc- 
tor, Dacia Osceola, 

Hermione Calderon, Brandi 
Osceola, Canaan Jumper, 

Willie Smith, Amaya 
Solano, Brianna Bowers, 

Tash-Sho-Tah-Che Jumper, 

Thoya Robbins, Ezekial 
Roberts. Thomlynn Billie, Mya Cypress, Romeo 

Ahfachkee Honors: Cameron Alexan- Garcia, Mazzy Robbins, Eliza Billie, Katri- 
der, Caniah Billie, Caleb Billie, Ivan Billie, na Huggins, Clayton Milicevic. 

Elijah Cook, Harmony Cypress, Tauni 

Cypress, Cale Osceola, Accelerated Reader Awards: Abigail 
Daleen Osceola, Aleah Tigertail, Shana Balentine, Richard Billie, 
Rodriguez, Valholly Frank, Kylen Jumper, Katesa Kirkland, AJ Tiger- 
Adrian Mendoza, Camden tail,, Marley Billie-Herrera, Bluesky Friday, 
Rhymes, Liberty Robbins, Joelli Frank, Katherine Bert, Caitlin 
Richard Billie, Jalycia Bil- Cypress, Ellyse Frank, Esyra Frank, Cande- 
lie-Valdez, Kylen Jumper, lario Landin, Haden LittleBear, Mika 
Lopez, Rayce Noah, Leandra Rodriguez. 

Culture Awards: Harmony Cypress, 
Spencer Aguilar, Alena Stockton, Romeo 
Garcia, Eyanna Billie, Darius Friday, 
Christopher Alexander, Candelario Landin, 
13.99-3.5 GPA’I Marco Flo- Savannah Tiger, Tyler Cypress, Corey Gar- 
res, Sarah Osceola, Destiny cia. 

Staff Culture Awards : Abelardo Solano, 


Ricky Rodriguez. 

Second through 12th Grade 
Ahfachkee Scholars: 
14.0 GPAJ: Aguilar, Alexis; 


Robbins, Justin Roff, Leau- 

i Billie, Kaitlin Osceola, Rebecca Jimenez. 


Ignacia Rodriguez, Sierra 
Kirkland, Cartaya Billie, 
Ryanne Pratt, " 

Otero, 


Jr. echoed Hagar’s sentiment, adding that 
the best is yet to come for his students. 

“I think it is very important we contin- 
ue to celebrate our successes, but I think the 
kids know they are capable of a lot more,” 
Swan Jr. explained. 

This was just the second awards event 
Swan has attended since taking the position 
as principal of the school. He said he feels 
even greater aspirations lie ahead for the 
students. 

“The important part is that we have to 
think bigger with our kids,” he said. “We are 
a part of a multi-level national corporation, 
so we need to continue to prepare these kids 
for a bigger future.” 

Second Quarter Awards Recipients 

Pre-K, Kindergarten, First Grade 

Ahfachkee Scholars: Evan Cypress, 
Charlie Osceola, Gabriel Hendrickson- 


.1 staff Whiteshield, 
Herrera Bil- 

lie, Evanne 

Pratt, Jack 
Aguilar, Cassandra Alexan- 
der, Alyssa Bumett-Osceola, 
Leslie Gopher, Katesa Kirk- 
land, Emmitt Osceola, AJ 
Tigertail. 

Ahfachkee Achievement 
(3.49-3.0 GPA1 Bionca 
Acosta, Tylor Tigertail, 
Anthony Cypress, Savannah 
Tiger, Levi Billie, Ellyse 
Frank, Gloria Brooks, 
Katherine Bert, Sabre Billie, 
Christian Alexander, Esyra 
Frank, Candelario Landin, 
Haden Littlebear, Mika 
Lopez, Kyle Alvarado, Ethan 
Aguilar, John Robbins, Rod- 
erick Bert, Darius Friday, 
Dayra Koenes, Elisah Billie, 
Eyanna Billie, Bluesky Fri- 
day, Kevin Ivey, Charles 
Alexander, Isaiah Alvarada, 


Read Right Graduates: Stevie Billie, 
Bianca Fernandez, Corey Garcia, Chloe 
Brendan Hendrickson, Allen Hernandez, Ivy Johns, 
Annabelle Justin Roff. 


Photo Courtesy of Ahfachkee School Staff 

Billy Walker (L) and Sissy Cook (R) of the Culture Dept, with 
Ahfachkee School student award recipients. 



Rope a steer, bust a mutton, find a 

CALF, AND OTHER FUN ACTIVITIES! 

Each activity station will stamp your 
Rattle Kids passport. 

Get 10 stamps to win the All-Around 
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LIST PRICE 
ON NEW 
DODGES 


NEW 2009 DODGE f 

CHALLENGERS 


U niversityDodge . com 
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WE CAN CUSTOMIZE 
YOUR NEW DODGE! 

Wheels • Running Boards • Bed Rails • Lift Kits • DVD Players Bed Liners 
Tonneau Covers • Custom Body Trim & Grilles • Brush Guards • More! 


Rob lambdin i UNIVERSITY DODGE 
5455 S. HNIVERSnY DMVI 


BETWEEN STIRLING & GRIFFIN IN DAVIE 
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Rob Lambdin's 




Special 

Discounts 


for Miccosukee & Seminole 
Tribal Members & Employees! 


NOW YOU CAN SAVE 


Over 30 Years Serving The Seminole 
& Miccosukee Communities 


Call 
Tommy 
Davis 
1 - 888 - 721-4504 


Call 

Darlene 
Quinn 
1 - 866 - 511-5945 


NATIVE BOOK REVIEW BY RAMONA KIYOSHK 



[Editor s Note: Ramona Kiyoshk is a freelance would take his pet for a morning run with his buddies 
writer and member of the Ojibway First Nation ofWal- or one of his brothers. At age 12, when he began his 
pole Island, Ontario. The opinions she expresses are shaman training, Night Sun added the thanksgiving 
her own. She can be reached at prayers to his morning ritual. 

satin.moccasins@gmail.com.] In an interview in the La Crosse Tribune, columnist 

White Fang, Treasure Island, The Adventures of Geri Parlin quoted author Spencer G. Lone Tree: “I 
Tom Sawyer and Legend of Sleepy Hollow, move over, learned the ethics of my people from sitting around the 
Make room on the shelves for the new kid on the block, fireplace with my grandfather. I’m probably one of the 
Night Sun and the Seven Directions is the first in a last generations to experience that. I’m trying to pass on 
series of fast-moving adventure stories about a Ho- the culture.” 

Chunk (Winnebago) youth who comes of age during In a society that did not have a written language 
the final days of the American frontier. and relied on the oral traditions of professional story- 

The story, woven around historical events, chroni- tellers, the old ways were dying with the old people, 
cles those uncertain times through the eyes of a fiction- Lone Tree, age sixty-something, began writing this 
al Native American family. It is a compelling mixture of series of books to help keep the knowledge alive. 


mysticism, mythology and 
indigenous spirituality. It 
moves along at a breath- 
taking pace and the play- 
ers become so real they 
almost fly out of the 
pages. 

Pioneers in covered 
wagons moved cross the 
prairies, like a plague of 
locusts, consuming the 
forests, animals and soci- 
eties that thrived in “the 
New World” side-by-side 
for millennia. Soon rail- 
ways would expedite the 
waves of settlers. Many 
Indian Tribes would be 
decimated by disease and 
starvation, or murdered by 
the U.S. Army. Others 
were moved from their 
traditional homes by the 
U.S. government, with 
promises of protection, 
only to be forced to move 
again to make room for a 
fresh onslaught of home- 
steaders. 

The Winnebago hunt- 
ing grounds covered most 
of Illinois and Wisconsin. 

The men, hunters and 
trappers, sold furs to the 
merchants at the trading 
posts. They returned from 
their trading expeditions 
with household items 
including blankets, hunt- 
ing knives, fishing lines 
and steel traps, and gifts 
for their women and children. 

Night Sun was bom into a 


When it became evident 
the Tribe would have to adapt 
to co-exist with the whites, 
some of the older boys, 
including Night Sun, were 
sent to a government boarding 
school to leam to read and 
write. Parents were forbidden 
to visit, as it would interfere 
with their education, officials 
at the school insisted. A sadis- 
tic army dropout was in 
charge at the school, causing 
the students to huddle in ter- 
ror. Pawnee scouts were hired 
to track down runaways who 
would be starved and beaten 
when they returned to the 
school. 

The children struggled 
with the unreasonable rules 
and the sadistic beatings for 
the slightest infractions. One 
evening, during a snowstorm, 
the young half-breed in charge 
of administering the whip- 
pings, cornered Night Sun in 
the deserted barnyard and 
threatened to kill him. The boy 
fought back and accidentally 
knocked the older youth 
unconscious. 

Desperate, Night Sun 
recruited the other boys from 
his village. They stole horses 
from the school’s stable and 
fled despite the blizzard, com- 
mencing a heart-stopping 
chase across the plains. This 
pursuit in freezing weather 
would test the acumen and for- 
titude of both the prey and their trackers. 

a very traditional family Night Sun and the Seven Directions is well written 
of healers and leaders. At his birth, it was declared by and depicts the American Indian’s point of view of a 
the spirits guarding the Tribe that the firstborn Night turbulent era. Author Lone Tree also drew the engaging, 
Sun would become a shaman. His great-grandfather, detailed illustrations. 

Mahkani-gah, a powerful Medicine Man, would be his This book, and others in the series, is definitely a 
teacher and mentor. His grandfather, Chief Fire Cloud, must for the reading lists of American history courses, 
a Tribal elder, would help with Night Sim’s education in It is also recommended to anyone who is up for a wild 
ethics and spirituality, training all the children received, ride across the plains when sparkling rivers snaked 
His father, War Eagle, would teach him the skills and around herds of buffalo grazing on never ending 
ways of the hunter and warrior. prairies. 

On a typical day, the families rose with the sun to To get your copy, contact Spencer G. Lone Tree, 
begin their duties. The elders offered a prayer of thanks- P.O. Box 178, Postville, Iowa 52162. You may also 
giving. Night Sun, who adopted an orphaned wolf, send your request to sglonetree@neitel.net. 


Night Sun and the Seven Directions 
By Spencer G. Lone Tree 
Young adult fiction 
Trade Paperback 2004 
376 pages 
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Sports C 



Janice Osceola 

Former Indian National Finals Rodeo tour champion Justin Gopher offers some tips on bull riding. 


Clinic, Council vs. 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Eastern Indian 
Rodeo Association (EIRA) and the Tribal 
Council sponsored the annual bull riding 
clinic and Board vs. Council Rodeo on Feb. 
7 at the Junior Cypress Rodeo Arena. 

As the major hit of the day, the clinic 
offered several dozen youth and young 
adults, ages 4-18, the opportunity to learn 
and participate in sheep, calf, steer, junior 
and adult bull riding. 

The Tribal Council emerged victorious 
with the winning team roping and branding 
tandem of Josh Jumper, Naha Jumper and 
Ahnie Jumper. 

“I was very pleased overall,” Rodeo 
Arena Director Josh Jumper said. “I always 
like to help the kids and will do anything I 
can for them. I also liked competing with 
my kids.” 

Tribal citizen and event emcee Moses 
“Bigg” Jumper Jr. has had a major role in 
the establishment of the event and said he 
was pleased with the day. 

“As far as the clinic, it was one of our 
biggest,” Jumper explained. “Josh and his 
rodeo crew did a great job in setting things 
up.” 

Jumper said budget cuts almost con- 
tributed to the event being cancelled this 
year, but support from Tribal Council and 
the community helped put on another suc- 
cessful gathering. 

“It has always traditionally been a great 
way every year to start our rodeo season,” 
he said. 

Jumper said the events also served as a 
chance to attract more interest and gain 
more members in the EIRA through a mem- 


Board Rodeo Held 

bership drive held at the event. 

Tribal employee and bull riding partic- 
ipant Daniel Castro said he enjoyed the 
opportunity to ride for the first time. He said 
adrenaline, curiosity and peer pressure all 
played a role in him taking the risk. 

“I enjoyed that I did not get seriously 
injured, of course, but that I also got the 
opportunity,” said Castro. “It was like 
jumping out of a plane or riding a fast street 
bike.” 

“I also liked the sense of danger,” he 
added. “I was lucky because I walked away 
with just a charley-horse.” 

Results: Adult Barrel Racing: 1. Bog- 
gie Jumper, 2. Loreta Peterson, 3. Resha 
Doctor; Ribbon Roping (Co-Ed Teams): 1. 
Hilliard Gopher and John Anna Gopher, 2. 
Josh Jumper and Ahnie Jumper, 3. Naha 
Jumper and Kalgary Johns; Trailer Racing 
(3 Person Team): 1. Josh Jumper, Ahnie 
Jumper and Bennie Hernandez, 2. Happy 
Jumper, Justin Gopher and Ashley Parks, 3. 
Shelby DeHass, Tina Billie and Byron 
McIntosh; Breakaway Roping: 1. Hilliard 
Gopher, 2. Naha Jumper, 3. Boggie Jumper; 
Steer Riding: 1. Kelton Smedley, 2. Ravon 
Smith, 3. Andre Jumper; Senior Bull Rid- 
ing: 1. Ethan Gopher, 2. Justin Gopher, 3. 
Ernie Courson; Team Pinning: 1. Kalgary 
Johns and Ahnie Jumper, 2. A1 Tigertail and 
Tylor Tigertail, 3. Happy Gopher and Justin 
Gopher; Barrel Racing, Ages 11-16: 1. 
Heather Parks, 2. Ashley Parks, 3. Tylor 
Tigertail; Calf Riding: 1 . Rayven King, 2. 
Dayra Koenes, 3. A.J. Tigertail; Mutton 
Busting: 1. Myron Billie, 2. Nicholas 
Andrews, 3. David Descheenie; Kids Calf 
Scramble: 1. Blevyns Jumper, 2. Rayvon 
Smith; 10 and Younger Barrel Racing: 1. 
Ahnie Jumper, 2. Cyrus Smedley 3. Sarah 
Descheenie. 


Zechariah Lacey Receives Black Belt 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

DAVIE, Fla. — Zechariah Lacey 
received his black belt in Taekwondo during 
the 19th annual Hodori presentation, held at 
the University Center at Nova Southeastern 
University on Jan. 23. 


Hodori is the name of the Korean Taek- 
wondo National Demonstration Team, and 
also a cartoon tiger symbol that represents 
the friendly and hospitable traditions of the 
Korean people. 

Lacey is an eighth grader at American 
Heritage School in Plantation, Fla. He has 
been active in martial arts on and off since 
he was 3 years old. For the past two and a 
half years he has attended classes at Master 
Sang’s TNT Academy. His 15-year-old sis- 
ter, Victoria, also attends. 

TNT, a unique martial arts system 
developed by Master Sang, stands for 
“Taekwondo ‘N’ Thai boxing.” 

Lacey said he has grown up doing mar- 
tial arts including Karate, Taekwondo and 
even Muay Thai. Each art focuses on differ- 


ent movements including kicking, punching 
and self-defense techniques. 

Acquiring his first degree black belt is 
only the beginning, Lacey stressed. He 
plans to continue his career in martial arts 
and receive his second degree black belt by 
the end of this summer. 

Practicing nearly every day for five 
hours has given Lacey 
insight in many areas 
of martial arts. He 
now assists with 
instructing classes 
with students ranging 
from 4 to 30 years old 
at Master Sang’s 
Weston, Pembroke 
Pines and Cooper City 
schools. 

“I like feeling 
good and feeling 
strong,” he said. “I 
also like to teach the 
kids and you also gain 
respect and confi- 
dence.” 

He said he would 
highly recommend 
any of the martial arts 
classes because with 
fitness comes 

strength, awareness 
and confidence. He 
called it a great activi- 
ty for body and mind. 

Lacey, along with about 25 of his fel- 
low students, also took part in another TNT 
demonstration at the Miami Heat’s halftime 
show in their home game against the Min- 
nesota Timberwolves on Feb. 18. 

Lacey said he admires the work of 
Master Sang Koo Kang and hopes to partner 
with him in the future to open training cen- 
ters within the Tribe. He is also planning to 
travel to South Korea to visit some of the 
martial arts centers there. 

If he doesn’t open a center he would 
like to pursue a career with government law 
enforcement as a martial arts instructor. 
Lacey said he plans to further his education 
by attending either Florida State University 
or the University of Miami to study busi- 
ness or law. 



Players Compete for Basketball Title at Jones Memorial 

Hollywood Ladies, Big Town Teams Claim Top Spots in Tourney 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — The heat 
was on as reservations came 
together in Brighton the week- 
end of Jan. 23-24 to compete for 
the championship at the 25th 
Annual Bert C. Jones Memorial 
Basketball Tournament, hosted 
by the Brighton Recreation 
Dept. 

“Some of you have been 
coming since you were a teenag- 
er and are still here bringing 
your children,” said Louise 
Gopher, sister of the late Bert C. 
Jones, as she welcomed specta- 
tors. “I appreciate that.” 

Seminole Tribal citizens, as 
well as Tribal members from 
throughout Indian Country, 
teamed up, and went head-to- 
head to win the grand title. 

The tournament was broken 
into two divisions, men and 
women. Five men’s teams com- 
peted and four women’s teams 
competed. To be eligible for the 
tournament, players had to be at 
least 16 years old and a Tribal 
member. 

Day 2, Jan. 24, was an 
exhausting day for players as the 
tournament kicked off at 9 a.m. 
and teams began to climb their 
way to the finals, held later that 
evening. 

The Lady Bailers started 
strong, defeating the Brighton 
Ladies in the first round. The 
team then went on to the finals 
where they took on the Holly- 
wood Ladies. 

The Hollywood Ladies con- 
trolled the court in the first half, 


leaving the Lady Bailers trailing 
by 13 points. Intensity grew dur- 
ing the second half as the Lady 
Bailers fought hard to close the 
gap in scoring. The Hollywood 
Ladies just wouldn’t back down, 
however, keeping the Lady 
Bailers at bay. 

The Hollywood Ladies 
snagged the win, 46-37, to claim 
the championship title. Team 
members included JoJo Osceo- 
la, Tasha Osceola, Stephanie 
Huggins, Virginia Osceola, 
Jeanie Osceola and Anna 
VanStippen. 

In the Men’s Division com- 
petition, Big Town dominated 
the competition early on. Big 
Town players Amos Huggins, 
Jerome Huggins, Josh Williams, 
Brigham Bert, Shawn Doherty 
and Eric Beatty kept the ball in 
their control all the way to the 
finals. 

Team DemBoyz played 
back-to-back games, including a 
double overtime game against 
team Uprising, before claiming 
a spot in the finals. 

Big Town and DemBoyz 
went head-to-head, giving the 
growing crowd something to 
yell about. Shouts could be 
heard as the referees made 
penalty calls. At the half, Big 
Town held the lead, 47-34, leav- 
ing DemBoyz dragging. 

The crowd hoped Dem- 
Boyz would get their second 
wind in the second half, but it 
didn’t happen. DemBoyz just 
couldn’t keep up with Big Town. 
Big Town won with a 30 point 
lead, naming them the champi- 
ons of the tournament. 



Jerome Davis shoots a lay up, and gives his team the lead in double 
overtime. 


Seminole Soccer Team Completes Inaugural Season 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — 

The Seminole soccer team 
played their final soccer 
game at Driftwood Field 
against Driftwood Team 3 
on Jan. 29. 

The team played more 
than a dozen games 
throughout the course of 
their inaugural season, 
which began in October of 
last year. 

Coach Ron Ward from 
the Seminole Recreation 
Dept, said the young soccer 
enthusiasts got better and 
better with each game they 
played. He said most of the 
children expressed an inter- 
est in continuing to develop 
and improve their ability 
and awareness of the sport 
even after the season ended. 

“The kids made big 
improvements in skill and 
knowledge of the game,” 
said Ward. 



(Back Row, L-R) Coaches Chuck Osceola, Ron Ward and Sunny Frank, and players (Center Row, L-R) Alani 
Frank, C.J. Osceola, Jaden Banksten, Analyse Jimenez, Meleah Smith, Jessilyn Osceola, Chandler DeMayo, Jailyn 
Mowalt, (Front Row, L-R) Bella Sisto, Teijo Smith, Italia Sisto, David Descheene, Janae Banksten, Helesi Two 
Shoes and Jolee Metcalf. 


‘Hard Knocks’ Hit the Hard Rock at Boxing Event 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Two of boxing’s 
top contenders kicked off 2009 in style Jan. 
14 at the Hard Rock Live. 

Seminole Warriors Boxing’s “Hard 
Knocks at the Hard Rock” brought Edison 
“Pantera” Miranda and Sechew “The Iron 
Horse” Powell back into the spotlight in 
the middleweight and light heavyweight 
divisions. 

Both had something to prove coming 
in, and had impressive showings. Powell 
held top billing in the main bout with 
Miranda as the co-main attraction, along 
with seven other bouts on the slate. 

Powell (24-2, 14 KOs) grabbed a 


unanimous decision win in his last outing 
over Clarence Taylor in eight rounds last 
October. He faced veteran Christian Lloyd 
Joseph (20-7-1, 7 KOs) in a scheduled 12 
rounder. Joseph came in a loser of two 
straight. The vacant International Boxing 
Association intercontinental light mid- 
dleweight title was up for grabs to the vic- 
tor. 

Miranda (30-3, 26 KOs) returned to 
action trying to rebound from a devastating 
fourth round TKO loss to International 
Boxing Federation middleweight champi- 
on Arthur Abraham last June. He faced an 
ill-equipped Emmanuel Esparza. 

Powell would handle his business 
quick and easy taking Joseph out with a 
third round TKO at the 2:30 mark. The dis- 
mantling began with a 
strong right hook by Pow- 
ell. He then finished 
Joseph off with a barrage 
of flurries before the ref- 
eree stopped the fight. 

“After the first 
round, I saw then how he 
reacted to my pressure,” 
the new champ Powell 
pointed out. “This is a 
huge win and it is my first 
belt. I am going to be 
excited for long time.” 

“I am going to sit 
back now and let my team 
handle things,” he contin- 
ued. 

Miranda had similar 
positive results. Control- 
ling the fight from the 
opening bell, he used his 
jab early building 
momentum knocking 


Esparza down and wobbling him. At the 52 
second mark in the third, a beaten Esparza 
buckled under Miranda’s power being 
counted out. 

In other action, Jose Nieves faced Jose 
Garcia Bernal in the bantamweight divi- 
sion. Nieves came out with the win by a 
unanimous decision in a scheduled six 
rounds. 

Among welterweights, Miami local 
Antwone Smith picked up his 14th win by 
a unanimous decision against Ben Ankrah 
in eight rounds. Jonathan Gonzalez and 
Alejandro Arteola, both welterweights, 
made their professional debuts. Gonzalez 
impressively won by TKO in the third 
round. 

In lightweight action, Stalinn Lopez 
picked up his first professional win against 
Jean Petit Homme by a unanimous deci- 
sion in four rounds. 

In a scheduled four-rounder, Jonathan 
Cepeda stayed undefeated against Marvin 
Blair in middleweight action, winning by a 
unanimous decision. 

Yathomas Riley and Evjeny Stardubt- 
sev, both out of Miami, squared off with 
Riley picking up the win in a four round 
unanimous decision. With the win, Riley 
moved to 5-0. 

In the super middleweight division, 
William Deets pulled off the upset over 
Timothy Taggert and won by a unanimous 
decision in four rounds. Deets lost of six 
straight fights prior to his fight against Tag- 
gert. 

The Seminole Tribal Council, includ- 
ing President Richard Bowers Jr. and Fort 
Pierce Liaison S.R. Tommie, showed their 
support and enjoyed the action at the fights. 

Glen Johnson will headline the next 
action for Warriors, set for Feb. 27. 



Photo Courtesy Redline Media Group 

(L-R) Edison “Pantera” Miranda looks to set up a jab on Sechew 
“The Iron Horse” Esparza in their scheduled eight round bout. 
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Health 


THE HEALTHY SENIOR BY FRED CICETTI 


[Editor s Note: Fred Cicetti is 
a syndicated columnist who writes 
about issues concerning senior cit- 
izens’ health. The opinions he 
expresses are his own. This is the 
third part in a three-part series on 
breast cancer. If you would like to 
ask a question, please write 
fred@healthygeezer.com. All 
Rights Reserved ©2009 by Fred 
Cicetti.] 

Q .I’ve heard the worst pain 
you can experience is from passing 
a kidney stone. True? 

A.! I have a friend who 
served in the Royal Air Force in 
World War II. On a bombing run 
over Germany, his co-pilot started 
to pass a kidney stone. The pain 
was so bad that the poor guy want- 
ed to jump out of the plane. He had 
to be knocked unconscious. 

Kidney stones have been 
inflicting extreme pain for at least 
7,000 years; evidence of them was 
found in an Egyptian mummy. 

In the U.S., there are about one 
million cases of kidney stones each 
year. The number of people in the 
country with kidney stones has 
been increasing inexplicably over 
the last three decades. Stones occur 
more frequently in men, and the 
frequency increases with age. 

Kidney stones are composed 
of crystals of substances in urine. 
Many small stones pass unnoticed 
from the two kidneys down the 
tubes (ureters) leading to the blad- 
der. But, if they are too large to 
pass, you may feel pain. 

The crystals that make up 
stones are likely to form when your 
urine contains a high level of cer- 
tain substances. Crystals also may 
form if your urine becomes too 
concentrated. 

Kidney stones can be caused 
by heredity, diet, drugs, climate, 
infection and other conditions that 
create an increased concentration 
of calcium, oxalate and uric acid in 
the urine. 

There are four primary types 
of stones. Calcium stones are the 


most common; about 80 percent of 
kidney stones are composed of cal- 
cium. Struvite stones usually occur 
in women and are almost always 
caused by urinary tract infections. 
Uric acid stones can develop from 
a high-protein diet. Cystine stones 
are caused by a hereditary disorder. 

Kidneys are located below the 
ribs toward the middle of the back. 
They’re shaped like beans and 
they’re about the size of your fist. 
The kidneys remove excess water 
and waste from the blood and con- 
vert it to urine. They have other 
functions, too, that affect blood. 

The most common symptom 
of a kidney stone is severe pain that 
usually starts in the back or side 
just below the ribs. The pain may 
spread to the lower abdomen, groin 
and genitals if the stone moves 
down a ureter toward your bladder. 
Other symptoms include blood in 
the urine, nausea and vomiting, 
constant need to urinate, and fever. 

There are various treatments 
for kidney stones. Taking a 
painkiller and drinking a lot of 
water with increased physical 
activity can work. Extracorporeal 
shock wave lithotripsy (ESWL) 
uses shock waves to break up the 
stone. If the stone is very large, sur- 
gery may be needed. Medication or 
dietary changes may be prescribed 
to prevent more stones. 

If you don’t drink enough flu- 
ids, your urine can become more 
concentrated and that can lead to 
stone formation. People exposed to 
heat are more likely to get kidney 
stones. That’s why kidney stones 
are more common in summer. 

Here are a few tips for reduc- 
ing the chances of getting a stone: 
drink about six glasses of water 
daily, and when it gets hot, try to 
drink twice as much; cut down on 
meat in your diet; reduce your salt 
intake and remember, most of the 
salt you eat is in prepared foods, 
not the shaker on your table; drink 
decaffeinated beverages because 
caffeine can dehydrate you; and, 
try to incorporate lemons into your 
diet, as they inhibit kidney stones. 


Communities Celebrate National Wear Red Day 


STORY AND PHOTOS SUBMITTED BY 
The Seminole Health Dept. 

Tribal citizens, community members and employ- 
ees on the Big Cypress, Brighton, Hollywood and 
Immokalee Reservations took part in National Wear Red 
Day on Feb. 6 to show their support for the fight against 
heart disease. 

National Wear Red Day, sponsored by the American 
Heart Association (AHA) and the National Heart, Lung 
and Blood Institute, aims to bring awareness to the dev- 
astating effects of heart disease in both men and women. 

Heart disease is the number one killer of men and 
has become the number one killer of women as well, 
according to statistics published by the AHA. High cho- 
lesterol, high blood pressure and uncontrolled diabetes 
all contribute to heart disease and can lead to heart 
attacks and strokes. 

Luckily, there are things everyone can do to prevent 
and improve their heart health. These include: not smok- 
ing; getting at least 30 minutes of exercise a day; choos- 
ing foods that are low in fats and sugars and high in 
fiber, such as fruits, vegetables and whole grains; getting 
friends and family involved and sticking to a plan to be 
healthier, which works better when those around you 
join in; controlling your stress level; and visiting your 
clinic for regular check-ups. 
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Announcements 


IN MEMORIAM 


Forever Thankful 


On behalf of the Jumper family, I 
cannot thank you, our friends, or for 
better words, our brothers and sisters for 
all you did. We were overwhelmed by 
the love and respect you showed us with 
your kindness in helping us through this 
time of farewell to our baby boy. 

Though I’m sure many of you 
never got a chance to know little Lan- 
don, you took time out of your day to 
share with our family this special day at 
the church and burial grounds. I am for- 
ever grateful to the Creator that he has 
allowed me to live among people whose 
hearts were open and concerned by your 
many acts of love. 

I know we will never get to thank 
you all personally but I do know this 
that God the Creator will bless those 
who bless others, and truly you have all 
been a blessing to us. 


MATV, 
Sho-nobish, 
— Moses Jumper Jr. 



Little Cowboy Angel 

He couldn’t play like the normal boys you would see 
But he was special to his Nana and me. 

No one could deny the toughness this little Indian 
cowboy had inside 

From the time he was bom, life didn’t give him an 
easy ride. 

Through his physical and mental hurts, he rode 
through the ups and downs. 

He rode hard and he tied fast till that final whistle 
would sound. 


And when he broke the barrier and the Great Judge 
said it was time to go. 

He told his Bigg Poppa and Nana he had to go to 
another show. 

Today I know he would say don’t fret too much for 
me. 

The rodeos up here are painless and free. 

And I know when in this world we make that last ride 
We’ll see a little cowboy angel riding by the Great 
Judge’s side. 

— Bigg Poppa 


Prose Poem for Catherine 


I looked up and saw you near the twilight. You were 
drawing and writing, an angelic light, a youthful vision 
shining on, a morning star, exuberant! We’ll meet again 
someday, on the outskirts of a glittering dawn, on the 
streets of a cherished morning, in the golden castles of 
poetry! We’ll smile and laugh again in the happiest 
poems, like the hymns and the light which are your gifts 
from God. Let the brave and eloquent songs become your 
radiant wings. Let the dearest comfort speak to you, till 
we speak again. Emerge like a new butterfly, enduring, 




fluttering upon your sacred journey, for I know 
we’ll meet again. Write your poems. Draw your 
pictures. I want to read them and see them. An 
angelic light shining on. And Catherine, please 
remember, we will meet again on the outskirts of 
a glittering dawn, on the streets of a cherished 
morning, in the golden castles of poetry. And 
Catherine, please know that these words can 
never express the fullness of the love I feel for 
you. I’ll miss you and will think of you all the 
days of my life. 

— Elgin Jumper 

January 31, 2009 



Lorri Osceola, daughter of Curtis Osceola Sr. of Lord was recently elected the sophomore princess 
Hollywood and Tara Osceola Leonard of Anadarko, for the school’s Homecoming 2009! 

Okla., is a sophomore at Anadarko High School. She 

plays on the Lady Warriors basketball team and also We are very proud of you, 

plays softball for her school. Mom and Dad 

| CLASSIFIED ADS 

Work From Home 

As a Customer Service Agent for an oil firm and earn more. Job requirements: Ability to communicate in Eng- 
lish, Internet access, Previous working experience is an added advantage. 

Interested applicants should forward their resume to Mr. Raymond Fellers at richard.hall31@gmail.com for 
more information. 


Get Out of Jail Fast! 

Call Myma Loy 
(954) 583-9119. Trib- 
al dividends, Master- 
Card and Visa accept- 
ed. 24 hours • Speedy 
Release • Profession- 
al Service* 1128NW 
31st Ave., Ft. Laud- 
erdale, FL 33311 



Francoise’s Barbershop 

6782 Stirling Rd., Hollywood, Fla. 33024 
(954) 987-1309 - (954) 471-2469 

Where everyone is welcome. Skin fade, 
fade, layer cut, flat top, unisex color, 
highlights, correction haircut, kids and 
seniors. Enjoy the best old fashioned hot 
shave in town! European facial, waxing, 
$25 spa pedicure/manicure. 



ATTORNEY AT LAW 


DUI’s/Suspended License/Criminal Traffic r | ' B IP^ HT 

Drug related offenses - Misdemeanor/Felony 

Burglary/Dwelling/Conveyance F 

Robbery/Kidnapping 

Assault/Battery/Domestic Violence - 1 

Violations of Probation 
and/or Community Control 

Grand Theft/Petit Theft 
Fraud/Bad Checks 
Shoplifting 

Criminal Law - Federal & State Cases 

Family Law - Divorce/Child * i 

Support/Custody $ . 

CALL 954-351-1033 NOW 
for a FREE consultation. L Y 

Personalized payment plans available. I 

Major credit cards accepted. ^ — V 

LAW OFFICES OF 

DENISE BREGOFF-MILLER, P.A. 

524 SOUTH ANDREWS AVENUE • SUITE 200 NORTH • FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33301 
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| 2009 REZ RALLY 




Rally 

Continued from page 1A 


“There’s the health aspect to the race, but also it 
promotes coming together,” said Rep. Osceola. “There 
is the competition but together we are the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida.” 

Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Roger Smith said it 
“good to see something like this happen for o 


People come out not only for the trophy but also in 

support of their health. Based on a study by the Semi- 

nole Tribe Health Dept., 18 percent of Tribal citizens people”" and Chairman ^Cypress joked with the crowd 
have diabetes. The Annual Rez Rally has helped to raise before the race officially got underway, 
awareness for the deadly disease that has affected so “I’m from Big Cypress but whoever wins, I’m with 
many. For some, it is the start of a life change. them,” Chairman Cypress said. 

“I’ve seen people I never thought would be out Tribal citizen Paul “Cowbone” Buster of Holly- 
here,” said Chairman Cypress. “If you set your goal and WO od offered the prayer and a moment of silence for 
stop making excuses you can do it.” die passing of recent Tribal citizens before the crowd 


Some partici- 
pants began train- 
ing for the roughly 
3 mile race months 
in advance, includ- 
ing Immokalee 
team captain Amy 
Yzaguirre, who 
said her family ran 
together to get 
ready for the big 
day. Reservations 
held practice walks 
to help people get 
in shape. Brighton 
included weight 
training and water 
aerobics in their 
workouts. 

“It helps to 
improve the health 
of the community 
and brings families 
together,” said fit- 
ness specialist Kai Setty. 

At a little past 8 a.m. Rez Rally participants heard 


Rachel Buxton 

Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. (Center, Right) and native 
motivational speaker/comedian Vaughn Eaglebear (Center, Left) hold Holly- 
wood/Ft. Pierce/Trail’s winning Rez Rally trophy. 


then headed to the 
starting line. 

Race categories 
were broken down 
by age, as well as 
divisions for walk- 
ers, runners, 

strollers, wheel- 
chairs and employ- 
ees. 

The runners 
kicked things off 
with Rep. Osceola 
along with Nike® 
Native American 
Representative Sam 
McCracken signal- 
ing the start of the 
race with Rep. 
Osceola’s signature 
phrase, “Let’s wig- 
gle and giggle.” 

There were a 
total of 1,434 partic- 
ipants from all reservations and walks of life. 

Jennifer Chadwick of Big Cypress attended after 


Members of the Seminole Tribe Fitness Dept, led 
warm-up session that included pre-race stretches. 

Tribal officials were introduced and took part in 
the friendly competition cheering for their individual 
reservation. This year’s host, Hollywood Tribal Coun- 
cil Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. took the stage and showed 
off his Team Hollywood sweater. 


opening remarks andmles from the event^organizers. being hospitalized during last year’s rally. Chadwick 
4 •> - admitted that her sister signed her up this year and that 

the Nikes® given out were an incentive. However, she 
said she knew the true meaning behind the event. 

“We need to be in better health,” Chadwick said. 
“I’ll sign myself up next year and my husband.” 

After the race, individuals enjoyed a brunch under 
the tent with motivational speaker and comedian 
Vaughn Eaglebear. 

Eaglebear is a member of the Lakota 
Sioux Colville Indian Tribe in Spokane, 
Wash. He wrote and performed the song 
“John Wayne’s Teeth” for the Sherman 
Alexie film, “Smoke Signals.” He is not 
only a multi-talented individual but also an 
inspiration to all. 

Eaglebear said he once weighed more 
than 300 pounds and openly admits he has 
a daily struggle with food. He stressed how 
it is important to have a healthy lifestyle. 

“We don’t have to be perfect,” he said. 
“Progress; not perfection.” 

Eaglebear also announced other Rez 
Rally contest winners including the clan 
that had the most participants, the Bear 
Clan, the reservation with the highest Trib- 
al citizen participation, Brighton/Tampa 
Rachel Buxton w ' t ^ 1 262 attendees, and the reservation 
Giovanni Alvarez, of the Big Cypress Fire Dept., is the first to cross the fin- W !* * e ™ S1 1 race winnerS ’ Bri 8 hton ’ with 
ish line with a time of 15:05 for the roughly 3 mile race. a total of 61 wmners ’ 




Participants in the ai 


e pre-race stretches to ensure their safety during the race. 
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Ticket Brokers 



Concerts | Theatre | Sports 

Local, National, and Worldwide Events 

Need travel arrangements? Calf usl 
M/e take care of all your travel needs 
including: 

Hotels, Airlines, and Cruises 
FrontRowUSA is up front 
and honest , putting you up front! 


ALL CONCERTS, &PORT5 AMD THEATRE TICKETS AVAILABLE 
NATIONWIDE AMD WOftU}W[DE ORDER TQUft TICKETS ONLINE AT 
WWW.FftaNTftOWUSA.COM OR BY PHONE 

(954) 455-1929 OR (800) 446 8499 

DELIVER TO YOU - ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


Top Concerts 


CINDERELLA 
BRITNEY SPEARS 
CHRIS TOMLIN 
JERSEY BOYS 
NOMrCINEMTlC USTVE&M 


Top Sports 


HARLEM GLOBE TROTTERS 
MIAMI HEAT 
FLORIDA MARLINS 
ORLANDO MAGIC 
MIAMI DOLPHIN^ 
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2009 Tribal Fair D 



Marisol Gonzalez 

With members of the Seminole Color Guard (Back Row) posting the colors and Medicine Man Bobby Henry (Back Row, Center) looking on, the preschoolers recite the Pledge of Allegiance during the Grand Entry on the first day of Tribal Fair. 


Tribal Fair 2009 Kicks Off With Opening Ceremonies 




Tribal citizen and Medicine Man Bobby Henry (R) leads Seminole Stomp Dancers Victor 
Billie (L) and Mercedes Osceola-Hahn (C). 


BY CHRIS C. JE NKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — In its 38th year running, the 
Tribe and other natives from across the country gath- 
ered to celebrate grand entry ceremonies for the Tribal 
Fair Feb. 13-15. 

In today’s hard hit economy, this year’s version of 
the longstanding event saw a more quaint look and 
appeal. However, dignitaries, royalty, veterans, guests 
and a host of vendors made the trip from all over the 
U.S. and Canada to kick off the weekend’s festivities. 

“Compared to last year we did a lot of cut backs, 
the council got together and decided it was a good 
idea,” Chairman Mitchell Cypress explained. “A lot of 
the vendors were still involved. Everyone still came 
out and got involved. We still also got to see old 
friends and as long as everyone was happy, so am I.” 

Third year Tribal Fair Director Frank Moore said 
coordinating this year’s Tribal Fair was an enriching 
experience. 

“Personally, each year this experience has 
empowered me, and I am glad the Tribe has continued 
to entrust me with this honor,” Moore pointed out. 

Tribal citizen and fair emcee JR Battiest also 
recalled the Tribal Fair’s simpler time. 

“I remember when it was just the rodeo grounds,” 
Battiest said. “It was just a small venue before the 
emergence of the Hard Rock.” 

His son, and Seminole Star Search participant, 
Spencer, also performed. 

“This event has come along ways in the 25 years 
I have been involved in this,” he said. “I have seen it 
change from a regular festival to a grand event, and 
now back.” 

The scaled back ceremonies this year did not dis- 
courage Eastern Band Cherokee Indians Tribal citizen 
Eric Bird, who came all the way from North Carolina, 
from attending. This was his seventh year as a partici- 
pant. 

“I enjoy the energy and the atmosphere each 
year,” Bird said. 

Other performers included the Seminole Stomp 
Dancers, the Cherokee Anikituhwa Warrior Dancers, 
the Aztec Fire dancers, Paul Buster and the Cowbone 
Band, storytelling from Tribal citizen Herbert Jim, the 
Deer Clan dancers, the Sky Smoke Dancers and many 
others throughout the day. 

Cherokee/Chichimeca rap artist Gary Paul Davis, 
better known in the music industry, to fans and in the 
hip-hop world as Litefoot, came to this year’s fair as a 
vendor. He sold custom T-shirts and other items from 
his line, Native Style, and of his likeness. He said he 
has been a part of the fair since early 2000. 

“I enjoy seeing people every year from BC, 
Brighton, and everywhere, because you get to see peo- 
ple reconnect,” he said. “I feel a responsibility to the 
Tribe ... It is a part of Seminole tradition to welcome 
everyone so graciously.” 

“I am also a role model for Indian Country and 
never run from that,” Litefoot added. 

Hollywood resident and third year vendor Leslie 
Osceola sold many items at her booth, including Trib- 
al dolls custom-crafted by Tribal elder Maggie Osceo- 
la. Leslie Osceola said she likes many things about 
attending the annual gathering. 

“I enjoy the atmosphere and seeing the people,” 
she said. “It is fun.” 



The Sky Smoke Dancers from Six Nations of the Grand River, Ontario, Canada perform 
one of their social dances on stage. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Vendor and Tribal citizen Leslie Osceola sells handmade Seminole dolls crafted by Mag- 
gie Osceola. 
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First runner up Jagger Avery Gaucin waves at the judges during a round of modeling. 


Pageant 

Continued from page 1A 

Volunteer Leila Baksh and Alice Billie, 
who handled trophies and flowers. 

The runners-up in the Little Miss con- 
test, in first through sixth place, respective- 
ly, were Rudy Lin Osceola, Arissa Cypress, 
Analysse Ah’miah Stockton, Clarice 
DeMayo, Vennabella Sisto and Elle 
Thomas, with Aubee Susie Billie claiming 
the top honor. 

Mom Maria Billie said she and Aubee 
practiced for the pageant for months and 
were both surprised and excited about the 

“This was Aubee’s first year compet- 
ing,” Billie said. 

First through sixth place in the Little 
Mister contest went to Jagger Avery 
Gaucin, Chandler DeMayo, Krishawn D. 
Henry, Tiger John Youngman, Dante Lewis 
Thomas, and Aidan Jason Tommie, respec- 
tively, with Lance Howard taking home the 
title. 

Dad Larry Howard said he was excited 
about his son’s victory, especially given his 
second place win in last year’s Little Mister 
contest. 



Marisol Gonzalez 

Arissa L. Cypress makes her way around the judges throughout the com- 
petition. She was second runner up for the title. 


Marisol Gonzalez 

(L-R) Moses “Bigg” Jumper Jr. listens to the newly-crowned Little Miss 
Seminole Aubee Susie Billie as she explains that her brother, Santiago, 
won the title of 2008-2009 Little Mr. Seminole. 
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(L-R) Miss Florida Seminole adjusts the sash of the newly-named Little Mr. Seminole Lance 
Howard. 



Marisol Gonzalez 

(L-R) Chandler DeMayo is asked what his favorite animal is by Miss Florida Seminole D’Anna Osce- 
ola; DeMayo answered, a panda. He was also second runner up in the competition. 
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Native Artists Perform at Tribal Fair 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Local artists performed at the 
38th Annual Seminole Tribal Fair in the arena of the 
Hard Rock Live Feb 13-15. 

Herbert Jim, Sonny Nevaquaya, Paul Buster and 
the Cowbone Band, R.C. North and Hybiskus, Billy 
Walker and Spencer Battiest entertained the crowds 
during the annual Seminole Tribal Fair. 

Whether it was singing, storytelling, alligator 
wrestling or playing an instrument each act brought 
their own flair to the stage to amuse the audience. 

Herbert Jim told stories about when he was a 
young Seminole boy. He shared stories about how he 
learned many important lessons from his grandmother. 
He said they would watch the seasons change, and plant 
accordingly. 

Jim also said although his family did not have a lot 
of money, they were rich in culture because they lived 
off the land. They would clean the branches around the 
plants and eat whatever was in season. 

“When I was little and winter came it was time to 
start a fire and protect our plants,” Jim said. 

Following Jim was Sonny Nevaquaya. 

Nevaquaya is Comanche from Oklahoma, though 
he currently resides in Hollywood with his wife, Chris- 
tine. He is a flute player and also makes flutes. He 
recorded his first album entitled Spirit of the Flute in 
1993. 

In his final performance on the afternoon of Feb. 
15, two of his granddaughters joined him on stage to 
perform native dances. 

Billy Walker also took the stage and showed off his 
dangerous trade of alligator wrestling. He explained 
that alligators have 80 teeth, 40 on the top and 40 on the 
bottom. Walker said when an alligator loses a tooth, one 
grows right back in. 



Marisol Gonzalez 


Well known alligator wrestler Billy Walker shows the crowd 
the famous bull dog alligator pose. 



Marisol Gonzalez 


Herbert Jim tells the crowd stories of growing up and learn- 
ing from his grandmother. 


He performed different tricks including the bull 
dog and the Florida smile where he first would trick the 
audience with his own smile instead of opening the alli- 
gator’s mouth. 

R.C. North and his band Hybiskus, Paul Buster and 
the Cowbone Band and Spencer Battiest were three acts 
that played music and sang songs. These artists wrote 
and composed most of their songs themselves. This was 
Battiest’s first solo performance. 
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Tribal Fair Features Various Dance Troupes 



BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The 38th Annual Seminole 
Tribal Fair brought out dance troupes from all parts 
of North America into the arena of the Hard Rock 
Live. Native American dancers performed for the 
audience daily during the fair, held Feb. 13-15. 

The first ones to entertain the crowd were the 
Deer Clan Dancers of Big Town Crossing from 
Cherokee, N.C. 

Osceola Red Shirt introduced the dancers and 
spoke to the crowd about traditional dances held 
during healing ceremonies back home. The Deer 
Clan Dancers performed twice daily at the 38th 
Annual Tribal Fair. 

Up next were the Sky Smoke Dancers from Six 
Nations of the Grand River, Ontario, Canada. They 
explained that all their dances seen during the week- 
end were those of many social dances performed for 
fun. The social dances were different from those 
held during annual Tribal ceremonies, performed 
only during ceremonial occasions back in their 


native Canada. 

“Our dance group started in 1946 by my great- 
uncle, Howard Sky, then my father, James Sky, took 
it over when he passed,” said troupe member Susan 
Sky Isaacs. 

Since her father’s passing a few years ago, 
Isaacs is now the organizer of the group. She travels 
with her family members to perform her family’s 
traditional dances and keeps her family’s stories and 
dances alive. 

This was the first time the Sky Smoke Dancers 
performed at the Seminole Tribal Fair. 

Following the Sky Smoke Dancers were the 
Anikituhwa Warrior Dancers who performed their 
Cherokee social dances, including the Bear Dance 
and Friendship Dance. They explained the signifi- 
cance of the dances, their traditional clothing and 
their history and culture. 

Students from the Boca Raton Christian Acade- 
my joined the dancers on stage during the Bear 
Dance where they were instructed to imitate the 
actions of a bear. They were told act like a bear, 
walk like the bear and even roar like a bear. 

The Seminole Stomp Dancers 
then took the stage donning their 
Seminole fashions while they sang 
and stomped traditional songs and 
dances. Brian Zepeda introduced 
the dancers and welcomed the 
guests to the annual gathering. 

Tribal elder Bobby Henry of 
Tampa led Mercedes Osceola- 


Hahn, JoJo Osceola, Brian Zepeda, Pedro Zepeda, 
Victor Billie, Billy Walker, Herbert Jim and Everett 
Osceola in most of the dances they performed. 

Brian Zepeda also shared stories of how the 
songs and dances came about. He described require- 
ments of traditions that must be done in the dances. 

“Our opening song is a requirement and is done 
before any other song or dance can be done,” Zepe- 
da explained. 

The Seminole Stomp Dancers then went on to 
perform their regular stomp dance, a quail dance, 
and even a love song about catfish where they used 
their arms to make motions of catfish whiskers. 

The final dance group that went on to perform 
was the Aztec Fire Dancers from Mexico City, Mex- 

The Salinas Family travels together as a family 
to perform their acts across the country. They 
explained that their dances are passed from genera- 
tion to generation and dance ceremonies can last up 
to 10 hours at times. They also discussed how the 
traditional regalia they wear for their dances used to 
be made of all gold, but now the materials are 
replaced with sequins and glass beads. 

The Aztec also explained the “chachayotes” rat- 
tles on their legs. The natives believed that these rat- 
tles contained a toxic medicine to keep away nega- 
tive forces as well as have healing powers that were 
released in the sound that they made. 

Some of the performers also participated as 
vendors and sold their Native American crafts 
brought from their homeland. 


Tribal elder Bobby Henry of Tampa leads the Seminole Stomp Dancers in the Sara Gee (L), a fourth grader at Boca Christian Academy, acts like a bear with a member of the 
first dance of their performance. t he Anikituhwa Warrior Dancers from Cherokee, N.C. 
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Seminoles Compete in Annual Tribal Fair Clothing Contest 



BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Hundreds entered 
the annual clothing contest, held during 
the 38th Annual Seminole Tribal Fair, in 
the Hard Rock Live arena on Feb. 14. 

Sewing their creations months in 
advance of the actual contest, Tribal citi- 
zens from all reservations partook in the 
contest, both as seamstresses and models. 

Categories included 1 800 old tradi- 
tional, 1900 old traditional, 2000 contem- 
porary, modem day fashion and jackets. 
Entrants were then separated into male and 
female divisions, then further divided into 
one of the following age categories: 0-12 
months, 1-4, 5-8, 9-12, 13-17, 18-25, 26- 
35, 36-45, 46-54, 55-64 and 65 and older. 

The contest rules included that each 
piece entered must have been made within 
the past six months and only one outfit 
entered per category. 

Each category and age group placed 
from first to fifth place, according to rul- 
ings made by judges Lisa Stevens, Julie 
Roslyn, Jeff Pharr and Maria Figini. The 
four are all award-winning patchwork quil- 
ters with more then 50 years of combined 
experience. 

Oneva Osceola and about seven of her 
family members modeled dozens of outfits 
she created herself. She said she had been 
working on them since December 2008 in 
anticipation for the annual event. 

Osceola said she learned to sew from 


her grandmother, Minnie Micco, and her 
favorite style of clothing to make is the 
contemporary clothing with shinier materi- 
al. She said she participates in the clothing 
contest to represent her Seminole heritage. 

“This event represents who we are and 
we are proud of who we are,” Osceola 
said. 

Francine Osceola, with the help of 
Judy Jones, coordinated the clothing con- 
test. This was her first year taking on this 
responsibility. She said Judy Jones was a 
big help to her in organizing and showing 
her the ropes. 

Osceola said her goal was to shy away 
from outside patchwork and designs. She 
said it is important to keep the tradition 
alive and get back a lot of what was lost 
from the past. She also stresses for others 
to focus more on traditions, such as tiny 
designs of patchwork, instead of larger, 
fancier designs. 

Osceola said she enjoys sewing chil- 
dren’s clothing and learned how to sew 
from her grandmother, Frances Billie. 

JR Battiest emceed the clothing con- 
test. Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max 
B. Osceola Jr. and President Richard Bow- 
ers Jr. attended the event and welcomed 
everyone to the festivities. 

Osceola said he was proud to see so 
many participants join together to show off 
their Seminole colors and be proud of their 
Seminole culture and heritage. 

For a complete list of winners, please 
see the Mar. 27 issue. 




Marisol Gonzalez 

Draven Stryker Osceola-Hahn wears the clothes made by his grandmoth- 
er, Virginia Osceola. 
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(L-R) Parker Jones, Thomas Billie and Moses “Bigg” Jumper Jr. took top 
honors in the men’s 1800s old traditional category. 


Marisol Gonzalez 

Brandon and Kyle Entry wait for their category to be called for the youth division of the contest. 


(L-R) Elsie Bowers, Mary Osceola-Moore, Sally Billie and Onnie Osceola 
model their entries in the jacket category. 
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Competitors Give It Their All in Tribal 
Fair Sporting Events 


BY CHRIS C. JEN KINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Just as this year’s annual 
Tribal Fair had its share of activities, the sports 
scene also provided some thrills and memories the 
weekend of Feb. 13-15. 

Two of the fair’s biggest draws, pool and bas- 
ketball, took center stage, along with a new addi- 
tion, softball, rounding out this year’s competi- 
tions. 

The third annual Tribal Fair Pool Tournament 
consisted of individual and team play gathering for 
8- and 9-Ball action as well as Scotch Doubles with 
Double Elimination match ups. Trophies, cash 
awards and custom Jack Justis® pool cases were 
given to the winners in both adult and senior divi- 
sions, with the exception of senior men’s 9-Ball. 

Participation was open to all Native Americans 
and also included youth play. Major sponsors 
included Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Seminole 
Media Productions, and the Big Cypress and Non- 
Resident Recreation Departments. 

BC resident and Tribal citizen Bronson Hill 
has played all three years of the tourney and partic- 
ipated in the 8-Ball portion of the tourney. He went 
2-2 losing in his final match of the tournament. 

“It is all fun and I like hanging out,” Hill said. 
“I just choked, basically, in my match. I missed a 
shot and [my opponent] just ran it out from there.” 

Three year participant and Holdenville, Okla. 
native of the Muskogee Creek Tribe, Roley John- 
son, came as a guest of Chairman Cypress. He said 
he really enjoys all the competition and the fun it 
brings. 

“I like to play to win of course along with the 
sportsmanship and it is a good time,” Johnson said. 

Charley LaSarge, also from Oklahoma, said he 
enjoys the invites from former Sequoyah High 
School classmate and Big Cypress Rep. David 
Cypress. LaSarge said he often comes to town to 
play in five man team tournaments. 

Meanwhile, in the Seminole Gym, six men’s 
and women’s teams took to the court in basketball 
tournament play. The winning team, the Seminoles, 
took home championship honors for the women, 
while the men of Trail came out on top. 

South Sioux City, Neb. native Candace Black- 
bird played a key role with 1 8 points in her Red- 


A 






Talbert Cypress of the winning Trail team looks to pass the ball 
in the championship game against Uprising. 


skins squad early first round 
run, winning 57-29 against their 
opponent. The avid hoopster 
moved to Hollywood in 2002 
and said she got involved play- 
ing basketball in the Hollywood 
area through friend Nora Billie. 

“I enjoy the comradery of it 
all every year as well as seeing 
everyone along with all the dif- 
ferent Indian Tribes that come,” 
Blackbird said. 

As a newcomer this year, 
softball action had six teams 
participate with Team Anthony 
and Stephanie taking home the 
inaugural championship. 
Richard Osceola, of the runner 
up Brighton Seminoles team, 
said he was glad the sport was 
added. 

“I think it is pretty good,” 
Osceola said. “We play a lot of 
softball in Brighton. I just hope 
they keep it going ... I also like 
the friendly competition and I 
Chris c. Jenkins enjoyed seeing everybody 
Elrod Bowers concentrates on his next shot during men’s 8-Ball competition. again.” 




2009 Tribal Fair Sporting Event Results 

Tribal Fair Pool 

Boys: 8-12: 1. Josh Baromey, 2. Areck Jumper, 3. Daniel Nunez, 4. Mason Micco, 5. Rhett Tiger; Girls: 8-12: 1. 
Cheyenne Nunez, 2. Caroline Micco, 3. Elizabeth Frank, 4. Makayla Snow; Boys: 13-17: 1. Justin Frank, 2. Jonathan 
Frank; Girls: 13-17: 1. Jessica Osceola, 2. Desiree Snow. 

Senior Men’s 8-Ball: 1 . Gary Clay, 2. Charley LaSarge, 3. Rocky Pigeon, 4. Roley Johnson, 5. Ralph Gray; Senior 
Women’s 8-Ball: 1 . Lee Stokes, 2. Jane Freeman, 3. Diana Onlyachief, 4. Linda Billie, 5. Shirley Pigeon. 

Adult Men's 8-Ball: 1 . Charley LaSarge, 2. Les Gourd, 3. Elrod Bowers, 4. Jack Billie, 5. Randy Clay; Adult Women’s 8- 
Ball: 1 . Kathryn Hair, 2. Phalyn Osceola, 3. Shirley Pigeon, 4. Diana Onlyachief, 5. Theresa Nunez. 

Senior Men’s 9-Ball: 1 . Ralph Gray, 2. Roley Johnson, 3. David Cypress, 4. Daniel Gopher, 5. Gary Clay; Senior 
Women’s 9-Ball: 1 . Laura Clay, 2. Lee Stokes, 3. Jane Freeman, 4. Dale Grasshopper, 5. Linda Billie. 

Adult Men 9-Ball: 1 . Charley LaSarge, 2. Ralph Gray, 3. Boogie Nunez, 4. Gary Clay, 5. Eugene Tiger; Adult Women 9- 
Ball: 1 . Phalyn Osceola, 2. Theresa Nunez, 3. Kathryn Hair, 4. Donnia Antuna, 5. Lee Stokes. 

Scotch Doubles: 1 . Daniel Gopher and Phalyn Osceola, 2. Boogie Nunez and Tonya Jumper, 3. Raymond Garza and Vir- 
ginia Billie, 4. Tony Billie and Donnia Antuna, 5. Lonnie Billie and Connie Williams. 

Tribal Fair Softball 


1 . Team Anthony and Stephanie, 2. Brighton Seminoles, 3. Hollywood Recreation. 

Tribal Fair Basketball 

Women’s Division: Seminoles 
Men’s Division: Trail 
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Marisol Gonzalez 

The traditional Seminole dolls, made from tree fibers, had several entries in the annual Tribal Fair contest. 


Seminole Tribal Fair Arts and 

Crafts Contest Winners 

Seminole Design: Ages 10-17: 1. Kirsten Doney, 2. 
Ravenne Osceola, 3. Brydgett Koontz, 4. Kalgary Johns; 
18 and Older: 1 . Rose Tiger, 2. Melissa DeMayo, 3. Shan- 
non Gopher, 4. Jennie Shore, 5. Mary L. Tommie, 6. 
Danielle Howard, 7. Edna Tommie, 8. Judy Jones. 
Basketry: Ages 1 0-1 7: 1 . Kirsten Doney; 1 8 and Older: 1 . 


Basketry arts and crafts contest entries. 


Jason Tommie, 6. Billie Micco, 7. Vinson Osceola, 8. Joey 
Micco. 

Beadwork: Ages 1 0-1 7: 1 . Kalgary Johns, 2. Donovan 
Osceola, 3. Mila Osceola, 4. Alisia Billie, 5. Jade Lizett 
Tapia; 1 8 and Older: 1 . Richard Doctor, 2. Edna Tommie, 
3. Joleigh Jumper, 4. Gordon Wareham, 5. Beulah Gopher, 
6. Carol Cypress, 7. Shannon Gopher, 8. Victory Osceola. 
Pencil, Pen and Ink: Ages 10-17: 1. Courtney Osceola, 2. 
Hilary Josh; 1 8 and Older: 1 . JoJo Osceola, 2. Patty Entry, 
3. Wilson Bowers. 

Watercolor: Ages 10-17: 1. Kirsten Doney; 18 and Older: 

1 . JoJo Osceola, 2. Patty Entry, 3. Wilson Bow- 
ers. 

Oil: Ages 10-17: 1. Kirsten Doney; 18 and 
Older: 1 . Elgin Jumper, 2. Wilson Bowers. 
Acrylic: Ages 10-17:1. Hilary Josh; 1 8 and 
Older: 1 . Jimmy Osceola, 2. Elgin Jumper, 3. 
Holly Johns, 4. Patty Entry, 5. JoJo Osceola. 
Photography: Ages 10-17: 1. Courtney Osceola, 

2. Kirsten Doney; 18 and Older. 1 . Charlie Scott 
Osceola, 2. Gordon Wareham, 3. Chris Osceola, 

4. Wilson Bowers, 5. Wanda Bowers. 
Mixed Media: Ages 10-17: 1 . Kirsten Doney; 18 
and Older: 1 . Chris Osceola, 2. Holly Johns. 

>i Gonzalez Ceramics: 1 8 and Older: 1 . Nancy Motlow, 2. 
Linda Frank, 3. Carol Cypress, 4. Ruth Osceola, 


Participation: Pencil: Ages 6-9: Shaylynne Josh, 
Alysa Osceola; Mixed Media: Ages 6-9: Shaylynne Josh, 
Aryana Tommie, Aidan Tommie, Thomlynn Billie. 


Mary R. Billie, 2. Louise Billie, 3. Sylvia Marrero, 4. Grace 
Koontz, 5. Judy Jones, 6. Salina Dorgan, 7. Joanne Osce- 
ola, 8. JoJo Osceola. 

Patchwork Clothing: 10-17: 1. Kirsten Doney, 2. 

Alisia Billie, 3. Erena Billie, 4. Kalgary Johns; 18 
and Older: 1 . Oneva Jones, 2. Frances Osceola, 

3. Danielle Howard, 4. Cornelia Osceola, 5. Vir- 
ginia Osceola, 6. Melissa DeMayo, 7. Clarissa 
Randolph, 8. Jennifer Jones. 

Seminole Dolls: Ages 10-17: 1 . Brydgett Koontz, 

2 Steve Brantley; 1 8 and Older: 1 Maydell Osce- 
ola, 2. Judy Baker, 3. Cornelia Osceola, 4. Mary 
R. Billie, 5. Bonnie Motlow, 6. Frances Osceola, 

7. JoJo Osceola, 8. Nancy Motlow. 

Woodwork: Ages 10-17: 1 Michael J. Shaffer, 2. 

Rayven Smith, 3. Rylee Smith, 4. Donovan Taylor 
Osceola; 18 and Older: 1 . George Micco, 2. Milo 

Osceola, 3. Howard Micco, 4. Michael Micco, 5. Ceramics entries in the Tribal Fair contest. 
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‘Seminole Gaming and Sovereignty’ Author Speaks at Fair 




She described 
her book as “the first 
scholarly book about 
: Tribe’s experi- 
n gaming,” and 


HOLLYWOOD Jessica R. Cat- 
telino, author of “High Stakes: Florida 
Seminole Gaming and Sovereignty,” spoke said it covers two 
and signed copies of her book on Feb. 13-14 larger topics, how 
during the 38th annual Tribal Fair. money affects culture 

Interested persons, including Duane and how to define 
Osceola of Oklahoma and Masako Kubota, Tribal sovereignty, 
originally from Matsuyama, Japan, attended 


“I’ve found that 


the lecture with copies of their books for the while gaming raises 
author to sign. dilemmas . . . there’s 

Cattelino said her book began as the no reason to think 
dissertation she wrote for her Ph.D. while having money erodes 
attending New York University (NYU), culture any more than 
where she received her doctoral degree in being poor does,” she 
2004. She said many ethnographic books, a said, 
genre that provides information on human During her years 
societies based on findings from direct of research, Cattelino 
said she conducted 


fieldwork, actually begin this way. 


You don’t start an academic book with in-depth interviews with about 100 Tribal Seminole Tribe. 

She is currently 


professors at schools including 
Florida State University, San 
Diego State University and the 
University of North Carolina, 
have used her book in their class- 
es. 

She said the publisher, Duke 
University Press, contacted her 
earlier than expected to let her 
know they would be doing a sec- 
ond press run for the book, as they 
had already sold about 1,400 
copies. Her editors at Duke said 
this book has sold better in its first 
six months than many academic 
books will sell in several years. 

Cattelino said she will donate 
all profits she makes from this 
book to the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Muse- 
um, where she volunteered while 
conducting her research of the 


an idea of what to write,” she said. “You citizens, and shorter interviews with many 
start with questions ... I thought Seminole 
gaming raised big questions.” 


Cattelino said she developed an interest the tip of the iceberg, 
i Tribal gaming while studying at NYU. "" 


the preliminary 

She said during those interviews she phase of beginning her new book, which 
learned that gaming in-and-of- itself was just will be about Floridian Everglades commu- 


focus because the Seminole Tribe pioneered 
Indian gaming. 


didn’t feel Tike they represented those expe- 
riencing it.” 


nities and how they relate to and interact 
“Gaming isn’t just about the casinos,” with their surrounding environment. She 
During that time she said she also worked said Cattelino, who admitted she spent said she hopes to work with the Seminole 
for the National Museum of the American much less time in casinos than talking to Tribe again on this book. 

members of the Tribal community. “Gam- Cattelino works as an associate profes- 
ing is just a business that allows the Semi- sor of anthropology at the University of 
She said she wanted to write this book noles to do what they want to do and live California, Los Angeles. 

— the first of its kind — with a Seminole how they want to live.” 

Described as a “labor of love,” Cat- 
telino said academic books such as hers take 
“There were a lot of newspaper articles more time to complete than best seller-type 
a Tribal gaming,” Cattelino said. “But I books because they require intensive and 
long-term field research. “High Stakes: 

Florida Seminole Gaming and Sovereignty” 
took her about seven 
years to complete, she 
said. 

According to Cat- 
telino, in 1999 the Tribal 
Council, in conjunction 
with the Legal Dept., 
granted her written per- 
mission to do research in 
Seminole Country. From 
2000-2007, she said she 
conducted interviews 
with Tribal officials and 
Tribal citizens, attended 
community- oriented 
Tribal events and did 
archival research at vari- 
ous locations including 
the University of Flori- 
da, the Smithsonian 
Institution in Washing- 
ton, DC, and also within 
the Tribe. 

For the most part, High Stakes: Florida Seminole Gaming 
Cattelino said the con- and Sovereignty 

tent from her book will By Jessica R. Cattelino 

be taught in higher edu- Paperback: 304 pages 

cation institutions. She Publisher: Duke University Press (2008) 
said since its publication ISBN-1 0: 0822342278 

in the summer of 2008, ISBN-13: 978-0822342274 
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Author Jessica R. Cattelino (R) signs a book for Duane Osceola (L). 
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Betty Osceola sews together her patchwork in the medicine colors of red, black and yellow. 


Artists Attend Culture Classes for 
Tribal Fair Contests 



debated on entering a yard of 

her patchwork to try her Cornelia Osceola shows h, 
chances. pntru _ 


Many others came to the culture 
room to leam from avid seamstresses and 
practiced making other crafts for future 
contests. 


Staff Reporter 


HOLLYWOOD — Members of the 
Hollywood community gathered 
in the Culture Room of the DSO 
building on Monday, Tuesday 
and Thursday evenings for about 
a month to work on their clothing 
and arts and crafts creations for 
Seminole Tribal Fair. 

This year, Tribal citizens cre- 
ated all sorts of crafts to be 
entered in the various contests 
held throughout the 38th Annual 
Seminole Tribal Fair and Pow- 
wow. Categories included patch- 
work, paintings, photography, 
dolls, beadwork and clothing. 

Citizens followed strict 
instructions and guidelines for 
their entries in the popular self- 
made category. Cornelia Osceola 
made a man on a horse doll. From 
the horse to the clothing, every- 
thing was custom made. 

“This is my first time enter- 
ing my man on horse doll,” Osce- 
ola stated. 

Betty Osceola said she had- 
n’t planned to enter any of her 
work in the contest but later 
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(L-R) 2008-2009 Brighton Jr. Miss Seminole Princess Rumor Juarez, 2009-2010 Little Mr. Seminole Lance Howard, 2008-2009 Brighton Seminole Princess Jaryaca Baker, 2009-2010 Brighton 
Seminole Princess Stevie Brantley, 2009 Miss Florida USA Anastagia Pierre, 2009-2010 Brighton Jr. Miss Seminole Princess Aiyana Tommie, 2008-2009 Miss Florida Seminole D’anna Osceola, 
2008-2009 Jr. Miss Florida Seminole Amber Craig and 2008-2009 Miss Indian World Nicole Alek’aq Colbert at the pageant, held Feb. 19 in the Brighton Gym. 


Brighton’s Young Ladies Shine During Princess Pageant 

Stevie Brantley, Aiyana Tommie Capture 2009-2010 Brighton Princess Titles 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — The spotlight was shining at the 
31st annual Brighton Seminole Princess Pageant, held 
Feb. 19 in the Brighton Gym. 

At the end of the night, Stevie Brantley was crowned 
the 2009-2010 Brighton Miss Seminole Princess and Ai- 
yana Tommie the 2009-2010 Brighton Jr. Miss. 

Master of ceremonies John Madrigal welcomed ev- 
eryone and brought Brighton Board Rep. Johnnie Jones 
Sr. on stage. 

“Let’s encourage all these ladies and be proud of 
them for supporting our community,” Rep. Jones said. 
“They may be stars one day.” 

Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Roger Smith thanked 
the pageant committee and judges for their hard work in 
putting the event on. He wished all the girls good luck. 

“They all deserve to be winners because they are all 
winners to me,” he said. 

Miss Florida Seminole 2008-2009 D’anna Osceola 


spoke to those in attendance about the amount of courage 
it takes for these young ladies to compete in front of a 
live audience. 

“The only way they could lose is by not getting up 
here,” she said. 

The 2008-2009 Jr. Miss Florida Seminole Amber 
Craig echoed Osceola’s remarks saying, “It takes a lot of 
courage to get up and perform in front of people.” 

Seventeen young ladies competed for the titles; nine 
for Brighton Jr. Miss and eight for the Brighton Princess 
title. 

The contestants started off the competition in a pa- 
rade walk where they donned traditional Seminole out- 
fits. They each then took the stage separately to introduce 
themselves and were judged on their garments and poise. 

After introductions, the girls made their way back up 
on stage for the talent presentations. For the talent portion 
of the competition, the ladies had to focus their presenta- 
tion on their knowledge of Seminole culture and tradi- 
tions. 

The Brighton Jr. Miss Seminole Princess contestants 


were first on stage, with Brighton Miss Seminole Princess 
contestants following. 

Some contestants, such as Deliah Carrillo and Tyra 
Baker, retold Native American legends. Carrillo told the 
legend of the little frog that helped bring rain to the much 
needed land, while Baker told a legend about the Green 
Com Dance. 

Other contestants showed their skillful knowledge of 
another popular Seminole tradition — sewing. 

Brianna Nunez had a slideshow presentation show- 
ing herself sewing. She described the difference between 
patchworks. 

Erena Billie didn’t let technical difficulties hold her 
back. When her slideshow presentation wouldn’t play, 
Billie didn’t skip a beat and went on to explain, without 
hesitation, how she sewed the modem traditional dress on 
stage with her as a display. 

Cheyenne Nunez did a one of a kind talent presenta- 
tion and sang to the crowd. She dedicated her rendition of 

Please see PRINCESS on page 11A 


Spectators Watch History Come to Life at Shootout 


Tribe’s Annual War Reenactment 
Returns for Third Year 


B Y CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — For the third year 
running, guests and visitors alike witnessed 
the resilient, triumphant spirit of the Semi- 
nole Tribe, on display Feb. 28-Mar. 1 during 
the annual Big Cypress Shootout. 

Billie Swamp Safari hosted the affair 
once more as hundreds watched a reenact- 
ment of the Second Seminole War during the 
course of two days. 

“It is like stepping back in time, and 
it was all pretty impressive,” said Billie 
Swamp Safari Director Ed Wood, who has 
been involved with planning and prepara- 
tion of the event all three years. 

The event honored the Seminole strug- 
gle and sacrifice to remain in their homeland 
and featured authentic weapons and regalia. 
Craft demonstrations, arts and craft exhibits, 
traditional Seminole foods, music, storytell- 
ing and other activities also took place at the 
shootout. 

“We want to give you a version of what 
the Seminole people went through at that 


time,” President Richard Bowers Jr. ex- 
plained to the audience. “I like history and 
hopefully you all do too. I hope also that the 
younger generations can actually see what 
we have gone through.” 

Tribal citizen Billy Walker played 
multiple roles throughout the weekend as 
a Stomp Dancer, alligator wrestler and as a 
fighter in the reenactment. 

“I like to get involved because I wanted 
to show everyone we never gave up,” he 
said. “This whole event is good for people 
to come and see us because we are still liv- 
ing this way; it is our culture and tradition.” 

Tribal citizen and reenactment narrator 
Moses “Bigg” Jumper Jr. said he has been 
impressed with the growing interest, par- 
ticipation and attendance each year with this 
year’s numbers being the largest thus far. 

“More people are getting involved in 
each reenactment,” Jumper said. “This will 
continue to allow people to see what the 
Seminole Tribe is really all about.” 

Ross Lamoreaux played the U.S. 

Please see SHOOTOUT on page 2A 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Seminole reenactment actors, lead by Moses “Bigg” Jumper Jr. (Cl, prepare for battle against the 
U.S. forces. 


Litefoot’s Music 
Video Filmed in 
Immokalee 

Charlie Osceola 
Directs Music Video 

BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — When Litefoot’s 
2009 Reach the Rez Tour arrived in Immo- 
kalee on Feb. 24, it brought with it a golden 
opportunity for the residents of the commu- 
nity. 

The award-winning rap artist is cur- 
rently creating a video to accompany his 
newly released album, “Relentless Pursuit,” 
produced by Jay-Z’s Rocafella Records. 
The Immokalee Reservation was selected as 
the location for a video shoot for his song, 
“Imma Problem.” 

Litefoot said he makes every effort to 
preserve the integrity of his artistic talent by 
retaining all rights to his music and utilizes 
Native Americans whenever possible to cre- 
ate and promote his personal endeavors. 

During Litefoot’s visit to South Florida, 
he met aspiring film maker, Charlie Osceola. 

Please see LITEFOOT on page 2A 


Rodeo Enthusiasts 
Participate in Bill 
Osceola Memorial 

BY JUDY WE EKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The 2009 Bill 
Osceola Memorial Tour Rodeo spanned an 
eventful three days, beginning on Feb. 12 at 
the Junior Cypress Entertainment Complex. 

Hosted by the Eastern Indian Rodeo 
Association (EIRA), and sponsored by Hol- 
lywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola 
Jr., this annual rodeo originated 38 years ago 
in Hollywood. Bill Osceola was instrumen- 
tal in its organization, and used the event as 
a fundraiser with the proceeds used to send 
Tribal representatives to Tallahassee and 
Washington. 

The raising of cattle and ranch life rep- 
resented a portion of the economic culture 
of the Seminoles, and through Bill Osceola’s 
leadership, the rodeo became a tradition. 
He dedicated his life to building a road to 
the future for the members of the Seminole 
Tribe, and in recognition of his efforts, this 
rodeo memorializes his hard work. 

During the Feb. 13 evening perfor- 
mance, EIRA President Josh Jumper and 
Please see RODEO on page 2A 


Council Holds 
Special Meeting 
in Brighton 

BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — The Tribal Council 
met on the Brighton Reservation for a spe- 
cial meeting on Feb. 17. They passed 25 
resolutions on the agenda including: 

Resolution 23: Great birding trail site 
nomination form for the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum; 

Resolution 24: Change order number 
one to the agreement between the Semi- 
nole Tribe of Florida and Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, Inc. for the additional site work for 
Tamiami Trail camps/preserve housing; 

Resolution 25: Orange Bowl commit- 
tee sponsorship rights agreement; ratifica- 
tion; 

Resolution 26: Renewal of revocable 
permit to Florida Seminole Coffee Com- 
pany (Gem Thorpe Osceola) - Hollywood 
Seminole Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 27: Second amendment of 
business lease no. 208 Joe Osceola Jr. - Hol- 
lywood Seminole Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 28: Approval of revocable 
permit between Joe Osceola Jr. (permittor) 
and LLR Capital, Inc. (permittee) - Holly- 
wood Seminole Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 29: Concur Technologies, 
Incorporated business service agreement; 
and, 

Resolution 31: Approval of short form 
lump sum construction agreement with 
Shakman Hospitality, LLC for renovation of 
21 pool side suites at Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino - Tampa. 
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EIRA President Josh Juniper (L) and EIRA Vice President Paul Bowers Sr. (R) present memorial plaques to Bill Osceola’s descendants, Michelle (Center, 
Left) and Shelby (Center, Right) to honor his legacy. 


RODEO 

From page 1A 


Vice President Paul Bowers made a grand 
entry into the arena in a vintage stagecoach 
with two of Bill Osceola’s descendants, 
Michelle and Shelby Osceola. Following 
a short presentation, the women received 
plaques in recognition of Bill Osceola’s con- 
tribution to the Seminole Tribe. 

Successful rodeo is dependent upon 
sponsorship, quality livestock and dedicat- 
ed, safety minded personnel. The EIRA ac- 
knowledged these attributes with a presen- 
tation to Marty Johns and Paul Bowers Jr. 
of the Marki Rodeo Co. and Five Star Live- 
stock Contractors and Big Cypress Board 
Rep. Cicero Osceola. Mackenzie Bowers 
accepted the plaque on behalf of Paul Bow- 
ers Jr. 

The roster of athletes in the 2009 Bill 
Osceola Memorial Tour Rodeo read like the 
Who’s Who in Native American rodeo. Rep- 
resenting a cross section of North America, 
the participants hailed from as far away as 
Washington State, Northern Canada, the 
Mexican border, and all places in between. 
As a tour rodeo, the contestants received the 
opportunity to accumulate as many points as 
possible in their effort to qualify for the Indi- 


an National Finals Rodeo in Las Vegas, Nev. 

The three day competition was com- 
prised of Slack, the Long Go and the Short 
Go. The top 10 contestants in each event re- 
ceived an opportunity to average their win- 
ning scores to determine the recipient of the 
All-Around Buckle in their category. 

Each performance opened with a Grand 
Entry lead by the EIRA Senior Rodeo Queen 
Heather Peterson and Junior Rodeo Queen 
Ashton Baxley. The presentation of the 
colors with the National Anthem and “God 
Bless America” set the mood for an exciting 
evening of rodeo. 

Competing on some of the finest rough 
stock in the country, the riders laid their 
lives and careers on the line every time the 
chute gate opened. Despite several harrow- 
ing experiences, only one rider sustained se- 
rious injury. 

During the Long Go, Wolf Willow drew 
a bull known as Roach. This monster exited 
the chute and immediately began to spin like 
a top. He catapulted his rider onto the clay 
of the arena, where he was struck by its hind 
legs. Bull fighters and pickup men rushed to 
his aid averting catastrophe. 

Returning the next evening on crutches 
from a dislocated hip and pelvis fracture, 
Willow proved its hard to keep a good man 
down, as he routed for his peers. 

There were nu- 
merous outstanding 
exhibitions by the bull 
riders. 

Casey McDonald 
scored an awesome 
83 points in the Short 
Go. Brighton’s Justin 
Gopher, who recently 
placed third in the 
Southeastern PRCA 
circuit, garnered 78 
points on his spinning 
giant in the Long Go. 
Badger Black got high 
scores on both of his 
8 second rides and his 
bull’s grand finale in- 
cluded knocking down 
the clown’s barrel with 
him inside. 

Brighton’s Seth 
Randolph may be one 
of the youngest bull 
riders, but he held his 
own among the sea- 
soned contestants, not 
only getting his 8 sec- 
onds, but an impressive 
77 points in the Short 
Go. 

Oklahoma’s Cody 



Judy Weeks 


Tuck Johnson keeps a firm grip on his horse during the Saddle Bronc 
event at the Bill Osceola Memorial Rodeo. 



Judy Weeks 


Marki Rodeo pick-up men Clint Boney (L) and Spook Whidden (R) surround Alex Johns (C) as he 
prepares to dismount after earning 69 points in the Bareback competition. 


Parker drew two bad broncs in a row for the 
Bareback competitions, but completed his 8 
seconds on both with scores of 75 and 77 
points, providing him with the top average 
for the rodeo. The crowd held its breathe 
for a few seconds when Brighton’s Jacoby 
Johns got hung up on Delta Dawn after com- 
pleting his ride in the Long Go. He was back 
the next night and scored 76 points on a bald 
faced maverick. 

Veteran Seminole cowboy Alex Johns 
proved that he’s still got the grit. He com- 
pleted two fantastic bareback rides with 
scores of 71 and 69 points. 

Jay Many Gray Horses came all the way 
from Alberta, Canada, and won two nights 
in a row in the Steer Wrestling. Earning first 
and second place, respectively, he averaged 
as the All-Around Steer Wrestler and won 
the Championship buckle. 

Veteran Steer Wrestling Champion 
Kyle Dennison beat the clock by a few sec- 
onds when his steer broke free. He grabbed 
its tail, skied through the clay behind it, got 
a second grip and wrestled it to the ground, 
proving that there is more than one way to 
get the job done. 

The crowd cheered when Saddle Bronc 
rider, Jess Cauliflower did three somersaults 
as he hit the ground and then sprang to his 
feet. He returned the next night to win first 
place. 

Santana Castro’s mount stalled in the 
chute, but came alive when he finally exited. 
First, he took out his rider and then bucked 
the saddle loose and dragged it down the 
arena. Justin Whiteclay’s boot came off 
when he got hung up and afforded him a 
chance to escape disaster. 

Super Calf Roper Bret Givens placed in 
the Long Go, won the Short Go, and earned 
the All-Around Championship Buckle. Big 
Cypress’ A1 Tigertail scored an impressive 
16.1 and 18.8 seconds, which placed him in 
the money in both rounds. 

The calves in the Breakaway were a 
frisky lot both evenings with numerous no 
times. However, Sharon Smalls met their 
challenges with awesome runs of 4.8 and 3.6 
seconds for the championship title. 

Fifth and Over Breakaway winner Alan 
Fischer caught in 3 seconds flat. Moses 
“Bigg” Jumper Jr. lassoed his steer but it ran 
right through the loop. Billy Joe Johns had 
an illegal hom catch with his first throw, but 
carrying a second rope, he reversed the tide 
and scored in 3 1 .6 seconds. 

Team Ropers had a rough time both 
nights. In several instances, the rope had a 
mind of its own and created illegal catches. 
Bret Givens skillfully managed to correct a 
head catch to horns with a rope flip but the 
clock beat his team time wise. Broken barri- 
ers and one leg catches pushed up the scores 
and made for a difficult competition. 

Carrera Gopher had the fastest score of 
17.137 seconds in the Ladies Barrel Rac- 
ers during the Short Go. Tina Billie’s horse 
lost its footing on the second barrel and 
went down, briefly knocking the wind out 
of its rider. It was time to cowgirl-up and 
she quickly recovered her composure and 
waved to the audience as she left the arena. 

Barrel racer Mindy Fish took a hard fall 
when her horse cut to the left at the finish 
line throwing her into the gate of the buck- 
ing chute. Precautionary measures were 
taken and she will be back to ride in the next 
competition. 

Professional rodeo clown Slim Gamer 
kept the audience laughing with his reper- 
toire of jokes and unusual antics that includ- 
ed a water trough fishing boat and exploding 
barbeque grill. 

The EIRA Junior Rodeo took place on 
the afternoon of Feb. 14. A favorite among 
rodeo fans, the junior events provide an op- 
portunity for the youngsters to learn their 
skills and prepare for the time when they 
will join their role models on the rodeo cir- 
cuit. 



SHOOTOUT 

From page 1A 


day Oklahoma, the Seminoles were never 
defeated, and to this day, 3,000-plus Semi- 
noles continue to thrive on their homelands 
in Florida. 

As one of the premiere vacation desti- 


Commander in the reenactment in charge of 
roughly 30 men and militia troops. He said nations in South Florida, Billie Swamp Sa- 
the reenactment served multiple purposes fari is located between Fort Lauderdale and 
for all people. Naples, on the Big Cypress Reservation just 

“It is our own history, whether you are north of 1-75 at Exit 49, known as Alligator 
white, black, Seminole or whatever race Alley, 
you are,” Lamoreaux 


said. “It is always 
better to see every- 
thing in person as 
opposed to reading 
about it in a book.” 

Also known as 
the Florida War, the 
seven year conflict 
lasted from 1835- 
1842 with a total of 
three wars fought 
by the U.S. military 
against the Semi- 
noles. The campaigns 
remain the longest, 
costliest and bloodi- 
est of all the U.S. -In- 
dian conflicts, as well 
is the most expensive 
Indian war fought by 
the U.S. 

Some estimates 
report that initially 
there were about 
32,000 Creeks, Semi- 
noles and Miccosu- 
kees involved during 
that period; but that 
number was eventu- 
ally reduced to ap- 
proximately 400. 

Although thou- 


sands were killed or Trib al citizens, led by Victor Billie (R), perform a traditional Seminole 


removed to present- Stomp Dance before the reenactment. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


A crowd of hundreds witness the reenactment as U.S. soldiers move into ambush territory set up by 
the Seminole warriors. 


LITEFOOT 

From page 1A 


Viewing Osceola’s recent accomplishments, 
Litefoot immediately took an interest in his 
work. Coordinating their ideas, the ground 
work was laid to shoot a video. 

Sites were selected in Immokalee and 
local residents were encouraged to partici- 
pate as extras in scenes, creating the atmo- 
sphere to enhance the meaning of the lyrics. 
Volunteers improvised their scenes as the 
director used man-powered carts and dollies 
to film the best angles. 

Kenny Joe Davis and Gabriel Acosta 
came to Osceola’s aid when he needed some- 
thing to carry him with his camera back and 
forth in front of the area to be filmed. The 
two took an oblong folding table from the 
gym and duct taped it on an old dolly for 
wheels on one end. Then they duct taped a 
skateboard under the other end and created a 
rolling camera stand. 

They also spent 15 minutes sweeping 
the street to insure there wouldn’t be any- 


thing to jiggle the camera, which had to run 
smoothly to get the shot. Osceola, with his 
camera in hand, climbed on board and Davis 
pushed him and pulled him back and forth at 
least 10 times during the filming. 

Wasting no time, the initial shoot got 
underway on the first afternoon with a street 
backdrop. As Litefoot moved forward, resi- 
dents were drawn from their homes into the 
street behind him, slowly creating a crowd 
that reacted to his rap. 

As Litefoot rapped his song, groups of 
both adults and children danced to the music 
behind him. Then roaring street bikes and 
choppers made their entrance, creating an 
intense atmosphere. 

During the following morning, film- 
ing continued around antique and classic 
vehicles and then moved to a wooded area 
and concluded within the vicinity of the ball 
field. Community residents were intrigued 
by the complexity of the production as they 
participated in as many as five and six takes 
for each scene before the shoot was called 
a wrap. 



Judy Weeks 

Rapper Litefoot (L) gets down in front of Immokalee’s residents while Charlie Osceola (Right, Seat- 
ed) captures the moment on film for the “Imma Problem” music video. 


The Seminole Tribune 

is a member of the 

Native American Journalists Association. 

Letters/e-mails to the editor must be signed 
and may be edited for publication. 

Subscription rate is $35 per year by mail. Make 
checks payable to The Seminole Tribune, 3560 
N. State Rd. 7, Hollywood, FL 33021 
Phone: (954) 985-5702 
Fax: (954) 965-2937 
Or subscribe online at 
www.seminoletribe.com 


The following deadlines apply to all 
submissions to The Seminole Tribune: 

Issue: April 24, 2009 
Deadline: April 8, 2009 

Issue: May 29, 2009 
Deadline: May 13, 2009 

Issue: June 26, 2009 
Deadline: June 10, 2009 

Please note: Late submissions will be 
posted in the following issue. 


Advertising: 

Advertising rates along with sizes and other 
information may be downloaded from the 
internet at: 

www.seminoletribe.com/tribune 

Postmaster: 

Please send address changes to 

The Seminole Tribune 
3560 N. State Road 7 
Hollywood, FL 33021 


Editor-In-Chief: Virginia Mitchell 
Editor: Elizabeth Leiba 
Assistant Editor: Shelley Marmor 
Graphic Designer: Stephen Galla 
Reporters: Marisol Gonzalez, 

Chris C. Jenkins, Rachel Buxton 
Receptionist: Valerie M. Frank 

Contributors: Judy Weeks, Ava John, Gordon 
Oliver Wareham, Elgin Jumper, Ramona 
Kiyoshk, Thommy Doud, Valerie Marone, 
Fred Cicetti, Briana Abittan, Patrick Peck, Eric 
Bricker, Carter Elbon, Linda lley, Doug Wilson 


If you need a reporter or you would like to 
submit an article, birthday wish or poem to The 
Seminole Tribune, please contact the 
Editor-In-Chief Virginia Mitchell at 
(954)985-5702, Ext. 10725, 
fax (954) 965-2937 

© 2009 Seminole Tribe of Florida 

A production of 

SMP 

Seminole Media 
** Productions 4 




Community 



Big Cypress 5A 

Brighton 6A 

SPD 8A 


Native Learning Center, Housing Dept. Hold Open House 


Non-Resident Liaison Offices Aiso Housed in New Facility 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Native 
Learning Center and the Housing Dept, 
hosted an open house event on Feb 10. 

The new office, located at 6363 
Taft St. in Hollywood, will also house 
the offices of Non-Resident Liaison 
Holly Tiger-Bowers and her staff. 

Assistant Director for the Native 
Learning Center Pete Russo explained 
the functions of the learning center to 
those who visited. 

He explained that classes planned 
for the center range from parenting, 
money management, financing, budget- 
ing and more. He said these trainings 
are an important part of economic de- 
velopment for many Tribes throughout 
the U.S. Classes will range from one- 
time seminars to three day gatherings. 

Russo said the services provided by 


the center would be available to all Na- 
tive Americans nationwide. 

“There are no cost or tuition fees to 
Native Americans for these services.” 
Russo stated. “We want to be innova- 
tive and do what we can with our re- 
sources.” 

He said the program is funded by 
grants and the person is only respon- 
sible for lodging and travel. 

Russo encourages Tribal citizens to 
inquire about learning new things and 
even getting trained to become trainers 
for others. 

During the event, Chief Hu- 
man Resources Executive Officer Lee 
Zepeda presented Russo with a plaque 
of recognition on behalf of the Human 
Resources Dept, staff to recognize his 
efforts. 

Also at the event, Assistant Direc- 
tor of Housing Lori Milano said the 
open house was planned for Tribal citi- 


zens and employees to view the depart- 
ments and get an overview of the ser- 
vices offered to them. 

She added that the Housing Dept, 
assists with all facets of a housing proj- 
ect. From the start process of attaining 
the finances, to meeting planners, and 
even selecting a home design, Tribal 
citizens can expect the entire process to 
take six to eight months. 

“I want them to walk away know- 
ing where we are and that we are a full 
service planning, development and 
member care for all the housing needs.” 
Milano stated. 

The new building consists of three 
floors at 8,500 sq. ft. each, with a total 
of approximately 25,000 sq. ft. for the 
entire building. The Housing Dept, will 
be located on the third floor. The center 
will include four classrooms with the 
latest state-of-the-art audio and video 
equipment. 



Marisol Gonzalez 

(L-R) Assistant Director of the Native Learning Center Pete Russo receives a plaque from Chief Human Resources 
Executive Officer Lee Zepeda on behalf of the Human Resources Dept, staff. It reads “To commemorate the found- 
ing of the first owned and operated Native Learning Center.” 



Cherokee recording artist Shea (L) and Director of the Seminole Heritage Events and Promotions Dept. Micki Free (R) present Chairman Mitchell Cypress (C) with a 
guitar at the unofficial listening party for the Seminole Star Search Winners CD. 


Chairman Presented with Commemorative Guitar 



BY ELIZABETH LEIBA 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Seminole Heritage 
Events and Promotions Dept, hosted an unoffi- 
cial listening party for the Seminole Star Search 
Winners CD with Chairman Mitchell Cypress 
as the guest of honor at the Hard Rock Cafe on 
March 6. 


Chief Historic Resources Officer Tina M. 
Osceola welcomed the attendees to the gather- 
ing and expressed her gratitude to Chairman 
Cypress for being instrumental in the develop- 
ment of the Native Music Rocks Program, which 
kicked off last October. The Seminole Tribe has 
been a part of the initiative to showcase Native 
American musicians. 

“I wanted to thank Mitchell [Cypress] for 


allowing us to do this program,” Osceola said. 
“When we go out into the public, we’re repre- 
senting Chairman Cypress and the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida; with that in mind, we can’t 
fail.” 

Seminole Heritage Events and Promotions 
Director Micki Free also expressed his appre- 
ciation for being able to work with the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida and make a difference with Na- 
tive people all over the country. 

Free unveiled the cover of the 
Seminole Star Search Winners CD, 
which is scheduled to be released 
in April. The CD features the vocal 
talents of Paula Bowers-Sanchez, 
Hank Nelson Jr. and David Billy, 
the winners of the Seminole Star 
Search competition held in May 
2008. Attendees were treated to a 
preview of a song by each of the re- 
cording artists from the CD. 

To conclude the event, the 
Seminole Heritage Events and Pro- 
motions Dept, presented Chairman 
Cypress with a commemorative 
guitar used at an Inaugural Ball dur- 
ing the inauguration festivities for 
President Barack Obama in Janu- 


Elizabeth Lelba 

Seminole Heritage Events and Promotions Dept, staff (L-R) Eric Sanchez, Carmella Gambino, Tina M. Osceola, Micki Free 
and David Billy with Chairman Mitchell Cypress (C). 


ary. 

Chairman Cypress accepted 
the guitar and expressed apprecia- 
tion for the teamwork exhibited by 
the Seminole Heritage Events and 
Promotions Dept, in putting togeth- 
er the Seminole Star Search CD. 

“The Seminole Tribe is very 
proud of the talent,” said Chairman 
Cypress. “We’re going to keep on 
searching. This is Volume 1; there 
is going to be more.” 


Seminole Youth Council 
Holds Government Elections 

Anissa Osceola Elected President, 
Deila Harjo Elected Vice 


BYTHOMM Y DOUD 
Boys & Girls Club 

HOLLYWOOD The 

Seminole Hollywood Youth 
Council held their first official 
election on Feb. 19 at the Hol- 
lywood Boys & Girls Club Teen 
Center. 

Six candidates, ages 12-14, 
presented their campaign topics to 
their peers in hopes of receiving 
the most votes for their desired 
positions. During the process 
many campaign strategies were 
used as the candidate’s injected 
humor, personal experiences and 
promises into their messages. 

“Vote for me because I want 
to do more for the community and 
the club,” said Deila Haijo, who 
went on to win the vice presiden- 
cy. 

Haijo’s statement set the tone 
as other candidates expressed 
their strengths and qualifications. 
Upon completion of the campaign 
process, it was time for the youth 
to vote. 

Each member in attendance 
was given an opportunity to cast 
his or her vote for each available 
position. The votes were collected 
and tabulated by Youth Council 
Coordinator Jarrid Smith. 

Once the voting results were 
in, the new elected officials were 


announced to the group. In addi- 
tion to Harjo, Anissa Osceola was 
elected president, Aaron Osceola 
was elected Treasurer and Daija 
Baxley was elected secretary. 

For three months prior to the 
elections, Tribal youth, members 
of the Seminole Police Dept., 
Boys & Girls Club and Smith met 
on a weekly basis to outline what 
was necessary in order to form a 
fully-functioning youth govern- 
ment. 

“Involvement and respon- 
sibility are the two main reasons 
why I feel the Youth Council is 
important, both for the youth in- 
volved and for the community,” 
said Smith. 

Those involved in the plan- 
ning stages agreed the student 
government would be in charge of 
creating service projects to benefit 
their Tribal community. Through- 
out these weekly meetings, the 
youth were exposed to the intri- 
cate details involved in creating a 
constitution and the responsibili- 
ties of being part of an organized 
governmental entity. 

The Seminole Hollywood 
Youth Council holds weekly 
meetings every Thursday at the 
Hollywood Boys & Girls Teen 
Center from 5-6 p.m. For more in- 
formation please contact the Boys 
& Girls Club at (954) 964-5947. 



Submitted by the Boys & Girls Club 


The Hollywood Youth Council (L-R, Front Row) Aaron Osceola, President An- 
issa Osceola, Vice President Deila Harjo, Daija Baxley, (L-R, Back Row) Jona- 
than Bowers, Justin Frank, Maleah Isaac and Jonathon Frank. 

The Seminole Hollywood Youth Council is an initiative undertaken by 
the Hollywood Boys & Girls Club of the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 

The goal of the Youth Council is to encourage the youth from the Hol- 
lywood Reservation to become a responsible entity unto themselves, as 
well as to their community. 

With ideas in mind to provide various services to the community, the 
Youth Council is an idea born from the notion that the youth are the future 
of the Tribe. Moreover, the council aims to provide the youth with a solid 
base on which they may become quality individuals, and, most impor- 
tantly, contributing members to the future of the Tribe. 

The Youth Council is always open to new members, so parents of a 
youth between the ages of 12-17, should please encourage them to at- 
tend regular meetings. 

Meetings are held at the Hollywood Boys & Girls Club on Thursdays 
at 5 p.m. The atmosphere at meetings is very enjoyable and welcoming, 
and the council can always use more ideas for community involvement. 

Parents - we also need your help! The key to providing the youth with 
these opportunities is parent involvement. 

Currently, the Hollywood Youth Council is seeking any interested par- 
ents, community residents or Tribal employees who are interested to get 
involved in the Advisory Committee for the Youth Council. The Advisory 
Committee will provide knowledge and insight for the youth which is key 
to their success. 

Advisory committee meetings are held Tuesdays at 1 1 :30 a.m. at the 
Hollywood Boys & Girls Club. 

Those who have questions or would like to get involved, please con- 
tact Thommy Doud or Jordan Billie at the Boys & Girls Club at (954) 964- 
5947, 10 a.m. -7 p.m., Monday-Friday, or Youth Council Coordinator Jarrid 
Smith at (954) 347-9315. 
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HOLLYWOOD 

Council Rep. Honors Mission 
Haiti Efforts at Luncheon 

Firefighter/EMT Jordan Biglin 
Awarded Recognition Plaque 


BY SHELLEY MA RMOR 
Assistant Editor 

HOLLYWOOD — During the Febru- 
ary birthday luncheon, held Feb. 26 at the 
Hollywood Headquarters, Hollywood Tribal 
Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. recognized 
the philanthropic efforts of Firefighter/EMT 
Jordan Biglin of Big Cypress Fire Rescue. 

At the luncheon, a bi-monthly event 
sponsored by the Human Resources Dept., 
Rep. Osceola presented Biglin with a plaque 
that honored his efforts during Mission Hai- 
ti. Rep. Osceola also thanked Biglin for a 
job well done on behalf of the Tribe and his 
fellow Tribal employees. 

Tribal employees also viewed a photo 
slideshow presentation that depicted the 
tremendous amount of damage the island- 
nation sustained, and still faces today, seven 
months after Hurricane Gustav made land- 
fall on Aug. 26, 2008. 

Mission Haiti was coordinated by Act- 
ing Director of Human Resources Sheila El- 
liott and Emergency Management Services 
Dept. Chief Brian Brown. The two, along 
with representatives from the Gloria Dei 
Lutheran Church & Academy in Davie, Fla., 
also pooled their efforts only a short time af- 
ter Hurricane Gustav touched down in Haiti, 
sending Noah Connell, Benjamin Driscoll 
and Jason Allis, all from the Seminole 
Tribe Fire Rescue, on the first four-day 
mission. 

According to Chief Brown, he 
intends to coordinate a third trip to 
Haiti in about four months. He said the 
employees in his department volun- 
teer for the trip, but also volunteer to 
help out during local natural disasters 
and natural disasters that affect other 
Tribes. 

“We have the money and we have 
the backing,” he said. “We try and 
help where we can.” 

Biglin was the only member of 
the department to make the journey 
during the Tribe’s second Mission 
Haiti outreach trip. He spent Dec. 26- 
31, 2008 in the city of Gonaives, locat- 
ed on the northern part of the island. 
According to Biglin, Gonaives, Haiti’s 
third largest city, is still suffering from 
the devastation caused by Hurricane 
Gustav. 

He said he, along with medical 
personnel from other organizations, 
provided basic life support to Haitian 
citizens. Biglin said he saw many cas- 


es of malaria, the flu, and infection due to 
the stagnant water still prevalent in the city 
today — seven months after the hurricane 
made landfall. 

Biglin, however, admitted the trip made 
him realize a lot about life outside the U.S., 
despite the obvious sadness. 

He recalled one night of his trip when at 
about 4 a.m. nearly 15 school-aged children 
packed into a gas station, the only location 
with power for miles, to study the material 
they would have otherwise been studying 
in their classes, which were cancelled due 
to power outages. He said he was amazed 
to see how badly these children wanted to 
get an education and make a better life for 
themselves. 

Chief Brown said Biglin, as well as the 
previous Emergency Management Services 
Dept, employees who traveled to Haiti, have 
come back with “life changing” stories such 
as these. 

In addition to the plaque presentation 
ceremony, representatives from the Al- 
lied Health Dept, were on hand to distrib- 
ute information to Tribal employees about 
heart health. To round out the events at the 
luncheon, employees from the Community 
Blood Centers of South Florida had their 
Blood Mobile in the parking lot of the Hol- 
lywood Headquarters to collect donations. 



Shelley Marmor 


(L-R) Firefighter/EMT Jordan Biglin of the Big Cypress 
Fire Dept, receives a plaque from Hollywood Tribal 
Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. in recognition of his 
philanthropic efforts during Mission Haiti. 



Marisol Gonzalez 

Tribal citizen Betty Osceola displays some of the traditional Seminole dolls she has made. 


Fifth Generation Seminole Craftswoman Passes on Tradition 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Betty Osceola, 
Bird Clan, grew up on a Miami/Tamiami 
Trail camp near Highway 41, and now re- 
sides in Hollywood. 

She doesn’t know her birthday because 
nothing was documented at the time of her 
birth. However, she was given a birth date 
of Oct. 1, 1933 by the Tribal Secretary’s Of- 
fice. 

Osceola has been practicing her craft of 
patchwork designs and making traditional 
Seminole dolls for nearly 30 years. She re- 
called memories of learning arts and crafts 
from her mother, Mary Motlow. 

“I learned by watching my mother,” 
Osceola stated. 

She continues to pass the sewing craft 
down to her family members. Niece Donna 
Turtle said her aunt taught her how to make 
traditional shirts about six years ago. 

Turtle describes her Aunt Betty as a 
Christian who always goes to church. To this 
day, Osceola’s strong faith still carries her. 

“Remember where you came from, re- 
member you are Seminole and remember 
God,” she said. “A lot of people have forgot- 
ten about God, and you should love God; he 
made us.” 

Osceola is second youngest of nine 


children from parents, Jimmie and Mary 
Motlow Osceola. Her brothers and sisters 
are Bill, Jimmie, Joe, Max, Ben, Maggie 
and Annie. 

She said coming from a rather large 
family prepared her for having her own big 
family. She had four boys and two girls, Mi- 
chael, Randolph, Dwight Ike, Laura, Darren 
and Shirley Clay. 

Her grandchildren include Carline 
Osceola, Melanie Turtle, Monica Cypress, 
Adam Turtle, Candi Osceola, Brandi Clay, 
Jodi Clay and Timi Reynolds. She is also 
great-grandmother to at least 20 children 
and a great-great-grandmother to three. 

She is the aunt of Hollywood Tribal 
Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. 

Osceola said she and her family moved 
a lot because of her father’s work at her Un- 
cle Cory Osceola’s tomato farm. Whether it 
was tomatoes or any other vegetables, the 
family made do eating what food they had 
available to them, including com, plants and 
all types of vegetables. 

“If there was work on a tomato farm, 
we ate tomatoes,” she said. 

Alongside her mother, she remembers 
digging in the ground with a small shovel- 
like hoe to find the necessary materials for 
their crafts. Making clothes, beaded jewelry, 
grass baskets, patchwork designs, dresses, 
shirts and dolls was a part of how their fam- 


ily made a living, Osceola said. 

“We would sell the things we made, 
cheap, at little stores along the streets in 
Dania,” she said. 

Osceola never attended school or re- 
ceived a formal education, although she 
does recall her brothers, Jimmie and Max, 
going to school. 

Osceola moved to Hollywood in the 
late 1950s, where she resided in a wooden 
home with chickees on the property. She 
said the homes were imported from Georgia 
and other states in the southeast. In 1959 she 
moved to the reservation where she recalled 
the narrow roads that were not paved and not 
easy to get around on; similar to Snake Road 
leading into the Big Cypress Reservation. 

She said when she was younger her 
family would stay together, cook together 
and even eat together. She said now, that tra- 
dition is seen less and less often. 

Osceola said she wants to spread her 
message because she may not be around for 
much longer. She said she strives to teach 
and talk to the youth of the Tribe about tradi- 
tions, Seminole culture and financial respon- 
sibility. 

“Spend your money the right way, pay 
your bills, buy your food and take care of 
yourself,” she advised the younger genera- 
tion. 
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Chris C. Jenkins 


Instructor Tim Nevaquaya (L) shares his knowledge of flute making with participants and guests of the retreat. 


Flute Enthusiasts Attend 11th Annual Retreat 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Guests from as far away as 
Oklahoma traveled to Billie Swamp Safari, Feb. 19-22, 
for the 11th annual Flute Retreat and Workshop. 

Under the direction and instruction of brothers, 
Sonny and Tim Nevaquaya, the gathering centered 
around one of the most prehistoric of instruments in the 
woodwind family. 

Flute prepping, basic construction, cleaning tech- 
niques, ornament construction, recording and playing 
were all a part of the activities. 

In his second year with the retreat, Tim said he felt 
the workshop served several purposes including teach- 
ing about the fundamentals of Native American flute- 
making, learning about the history and origins of the in- 
strument among the Northern and Southern Tribes and 


understanding its reemergence in the 20th Century. 

Playing for more than 20 years, he pointed out that 
the process of making flutes has also often been a form 
of therapy, and said “making them is something I enjoy 
just as much as playing them.” 

“I like to labor over a flute for a long period of 
time,” Tim continued. “I put a lot of my heart and soul 
into it.” 

Both brothers said their father, Doc “Tate” Ne- 
vaquaya, helped them gain their knowledge and dedica- 
tion to preserve the once dying tradition of making and 
playing the instrument. 

In the late 1960s, their father remained one of only 
five Native Americans at the time still actively playing 
the instrument. He went on to play at colleges and uni- 
versities around the world, and passed on the legacy and 
appeal of it to his sons, according to Tim. 

“I enjoy the meditative part of it,” Tribal citizen and 
Billie Swamp Safari tour guide William Cy- 
press said. 

He has been playing for close to 1 0 years, 
and picked up the hobby after an injury gave 
him enough free time to develop his interest. 

“It is one of the few musical instruments 
that anyone can play,” he said. “All that is 
needed is having the air [to blow out] and be- 
ing able to hold a note.” 

He mentioned that practice, learning 
breathing techniques and learning the feel of 
the flute are all important. 

Native American Culturalist Kris Rober- 
son of Caddo Tribe said she began actively 
practicing and took a more serious interest in 
the instrument nine years ago. She has been 
attending the retreat gatherings every year 
since. This year she brought friends and rela- 
tives. 

Roberson said after years of listening 
to flutes and wanting to play, her true con- 
nection came when she got one as a birthday 
gift from her aunt. She also revealed that she 
has continued to play throughout the years in 
spite of her Native tradition and culture-based 
belief that women are forbidden to play. 

“It captivates everyone and it was some- 
thing familiar about it that made me want to 
be a part of it,” said Roberson. “It is also a 
healing instrument.” 

Beadwork artist Debbie Lowe helped 
cap off the workshop, as well as add to the 
look and appeal of the instruments, by di- 
recting the participants in making beaded 
accessories to accompany their flutes. She 
has worked with the Nevaquaya brothers for 
close to 10 years, and has beaded for close to 
three decades. 

“I enjoy watching people create a beauti- 
ful piece of art,” Lowe said. “What the flute 
makers do and what I do enhance one an- 
other.” 



Chris C. Jenkins 


(L-R) Comanche Tribal citizen and instructor Sonny Nevaquaya and Tribal 
citizen William Cypress play together for the participants and guests at 
the 11th annual Flute Retreat and Workshop. 



Cowbone Band Performs at Open Mic Night 


BY GORDON OLIVER WAREHAM 
Contributing Writer 

BIG CYPRESS — Paul Buster and the Cowbone 
Band performed at an open mic night on Feb. 19 at 
Osceola’s Pizza & Games. 

With Paul Buster performing lead vocals and guitar, 
and Paul Houlihan on steel guitar, they filled the Big 
Cypress night air with the sounds of country music. The 


duo played fan favorites including “Highway 41,” “Ga- 
tor Country Blue,” “Big Cypress Country” and “Home 
of the Seminole” from 7 p.m. till closing. 

Every Thursday night is open mic night at the 
Osceola’s Pizza & Games. 

However, Owner Joe Osceola said: “If anyone 
wants to perform or try some new material, every day 
is open mic night.” 


Employees Honored at Comedy 
Show, Breakfast Event 

Comedian Leon Lilly Promotes Drug-Free Workplace 


BY CHRI S C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Tribal citizens and employees 
received some much due recognition, as well as a break- 
fast and a little dose of humor, Feb. 26 at the Big Cy- 
press Community Center. 

The BC Employee Assistance Program, along with 
BC Human Resources Dept., sponsored the Employee 
Appreciation Breakfast and Comedy Show. 

“We want to bring awareness and acknowledge- 
ment to the fact that we do have a drug-free workplace 
and many people here represent that,” said Crissie Cart- 
er of the Employee Assistance Program, and a certified 
clinical addiction professional and clinical social work- 
er with the Tribe. 

She said the day will be a part of a bigger plan for 
2009, as each month different departments will present 
a message relating to substance abuse prevention to the 
community during a dinner and/or movie event. 

Event organizers also distributed informational 
materials that outlined the Tribe’s drug-free workplace 
policy, along with information about the services and 
assistance available to employees with substance abuse 
questions or problems. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress and BC Tribal Council 
Rep. David Cypress also made appearances at the event 
to show their support for a drug-free Tribal workplace. 

The Chairman spoke openly about his former strug- 
gles with alcohol abuse, his recovery and his dedication 
to working for the Tribe. He also encouraged those in 
attendance toward a better, healthier lifestyle. 


“This was a good way to say you are dedicated to 
working for the Tribe and doing it drug free,” Chairman 
Cypress told the employees. 

Employees in attendance also took part in a special 
“years worked” countdown. They received a medallion, 
and those with 15 or more years of service took home 
a silver box of custom-designed M&M’s® candy in 
the Seminole flag colors that read, “I work drug-free.” 
Chairman Cypress was among the employees honored. 

“I am so happy I have been given a chance to work 
for the Tribe,” said the Chairman, a 35-year veteran em- 
ployee. 

The morning also featured special guest comedian 
Leon Lilly. The former drug addict has been performing 
for close to 20 years, both on stage and in film. He spoke 
about his struggles with abuse, and kept the audience 
laughing along the way. 

“I often tailor my shows to what is going to hit peo- 
ple right between the eyes,” Lilly said. “I am not on a 
crusade, I am just somebody who has made it through, 
been through it, and did not let it all ruin my life.” 

“There are a lot of times when [performing] is just 
a job,” he added. “But getting audience feedback and 
coming up with an idea that is funny and translates to 
the people and having them say to themselves, ‘I got it,’ 
is important.” 

The Orlando-native made his first visit to Seminole 
Country with son, Austin. 

For more information or for help with drug and al- 
cohol abuse call (863) 902-3200, Ext. 13418 for confi- 
dential, short-term counseling or referral services. 



Chairman Mitchell Cypress, surrounded on stage by his fellow Tribal employees, shows off his gift as he speaks about his 35 
years of service to the Tribe. 
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Tribe Opens State-Of-The-Art 
Water Treatment Plant in Brighton 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Tribal officials and the Brighton 
community came together Feb. 17 for the ribbon cut- 
ting ceremony of the new water treatment plant on the 
Brighton Reservation. 

“It’s a great day for the Tribe,” said Donnie Walker, 
director of the Public Works Dept. “The big job comes 
after this; protecting [the Tribal community] and mak- 
ing sure they are here for generations to come.” 

President Richard Bowers Jr. assisted Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress in cutting the ribbon. Brighton Tribal 
Council Rep. Roger Smith, Brighton Board Rep. John- 
nie Jones Sr., Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. 
Osceola Jr. and BC Tribal Council Rep. David Cypress 
stood alongside. 

Following the ceremony, attendees dined on lunch 
catered by Renegade BBQ, and also sampled the newly- 
processed water. 

“It tastes different, cleaner,” said Rep. Smith. 

The new water treatment plant took several years 
to design and build. The design of the facility was com- 
pleted back in June 2005. The plant is comprised of sev- 


en wells that carry the water through different stages, 
including degasification and microfiltration, to produce 
ultrapure water. 

The water plant will provide the residents of the 
Brighton reservation, along with neighboring towns 
such as Lakeport, with clean pure water. 

“We didn’t build it just for us,” Rep. Jones said. 

The plant will pump out more than two million gal- 
lons of water each day. It has the capability of pumping 
800,000 gallons in 1.2 hours, with an expansion ability 
to pump 2.4 million gallons in 24 hours. 

There are 75 employees from all reservations that 
will help maintain the plant. The staff has been fully 
educated with onsite and classroom training. 

“I appreciate what they are doing,” said Brighton 
community member Wonder Johns. “We’ve never had 
anything like this here on the reservation. It’s good for 
the people and community.” 

Brighton’s new water treatment plant is the largest 
with the highest and best quality in all of Indian Coun- 
try. 

“I’m very happy for the Brighton community,” said 
President Bowers. 



Rachel Buxton 

(L-R) Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr., Brighton Board Rep. Johnnie Jones Sr., Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Jr. 
Miss Florida Seminole Amber Craig, President Richard Bowers Jr., Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Roger Smith, John Wayne Huff 
Sr. and BC Tribal Council Rep. David Cypress make history at the Brighton Water Treatment Plant ribbon cutting ceremony. 



Valerie Marone 

Brighton’s youth participate in a Hula Hoop contest at the Valentine’s Day Dance, held in the gymnasium on Feb. 11. 


Youth Attend Valentine’s Day Dance 


BY VALERIE MARONE 
Family Services Dept. 

BRIGHTON — The gymnasium was transformed 
into a red, white and pink Valentine’s Day masterpiece 
for the holiday-themed dance, held Feb. 11, for Brigh- 
ton’s 5 to 18-year-olds. 

The evening started with a dinner, complete with 
sweet treats and even a chocolate fountain. Alter dinner, 
the Valentine’s Day King Myrick Puente, Queen Jus- 
tice Baker, Prince Jaycee Smith, and Princess Bridgette 
Koontz were crowned, as their Royal Court applauded. 

The queen and princess received crowns, Valen- 
tine’s Teddy Bears, roses and a box of chocolates. The 
king and prince received crowns, footballs, candy and a 
Valentine’s cookie basket. 



Valerie Marone 


Myrick Puente is crowned the King of Hearts. 



Valerie Marone 


Justice Baker reigns as the Queen of Hearts. 


The theme for this year’s dance was Caring & 
Sharing. Going along with the theme, youth from the 
S.W.A.M.P. brought canned goods to be donated to a 
local food bank because of their wish to help others in 
need. 

The S.W.A.M.P. is an alcohol/drug prevention pro- 
gram targeted at Tribal youth that promotes drug edu- 
cation, drug-free, fun activities and community service 
projects. S.W.A.M.P. stands for “Seminoles Without 
Addictions Make Progress.” 
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Howard Micco Rides Through 
Life With A Purpose 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 


However, he hasn’t had time to sit around much 
since retiring. 

While Micco was still working for the government 
BRIGHTON — Howard Micco can often be seen he discovered a new calling — the ministry — and it 


Staff Reporter 


driving around the Brighton Reservation on his motor- has kept him busy. After discovering his calling, Micco 
cycle, but is probably most well known for his love of went to church all the time and attended religious con- 
God and his desire to help people. ferences in many locations. 

Micco is a lifetime resident of Brighton and a mem- “I listened to great preachers and great missionaries 

ber of the Bird Clan. that were always happy and in good shape and health,” 

He jokes how some days he is 75-years-old, but on he said, 
other days says he is 74. The truth is he does not know It wasn’t until he went to Hollywood for a Thanks- 
his exact age. Micco discovered later in life that some giving assembly and spoke with a preacher who was 
documents listed that he was bom in 1933 and others teaching a Bible study class there that he realized his 


stated 1934. It wasn’t until he 
retired from the government 
that he had to legally pick a 
year. 

“I asked them which one 
was easier; they said 1933,” 
Micco laughed. “I said ‘OK’ 
and became a year older.” 

Micco spent most of his 
childhood outdoors helping 
his father, Charlie. His father 
raised cattle and worked at the 
Red Bam in Brighton. Micco 
remembers riding horses and 
rounding up the cows as part 
of his duties. 

“I used to go out to the 
pasture, catch a horse, throw 
grapevine around his neck and 
ride,” Micco said. 

When Micco wasn’t work- 
ing in the pasture he could 
be found in the tomato fields 
picking tomatoes for a nickel. 
He said he would use his nick- 



Rachel Buxton 


place might be in the church. 

Micco and the preacher 
talked the night of the class and 
discussed what the preacher 
did for the church. The preach- 
er shared his dreams of build- 
ing a roof for the church and 
including an air conditioning 
and heating system. 

Micco recalled an incident 
when the preacher looked at 
him and said, “Well, looks like 
my time is up,” and then asked 
Micco to teach Bible study. 

“I told the church, ‘I think 
God has called on me to take 
on the ministry,’ ” Micco said. 

Micco became an ordained 
minister in January 1974 and 
helped out in Brighton until he 
went to Trail to preach from 
1980-1984. 

He then returned to Brigh- 
ton for almost 10 years. In 
1993, Micco was called to Big 


el to buy a Coca-Cola® and if Howard Micco’s love for motorcycles and the open Cypress to officiate at Big Cy- 


he ever earned or saved up 15 
cents he would see a “picture 
show.” 


road began in his early 20s. 


press First Baptist Church. He 
preached in Big Cypress until 


2000, when he resigned and decided to go back home 
‘We would make a special trip into Okeechobee to to Brighton. 

Micco continues to help out in Brighton whenever 


see a movie; like one with Roy Rogers,” he said. 


The tomato fields were not just a place he used to he is needed or asked. He preaches in a mixture of the 
work but the place he met his wife, Lois, who grew up Creek and English languages. 


in nearby Indiantown, Fla. 

“We used to throw tomatoes at each other,” Micco 
said, smiling. 

Micco and his wife were married in 1956. They 
never ended up having any children together but Micco 
did inherit step-daughter, Leah Minnick. He and his 
wife eventually adopted daughter, Leta. 


“My wife went to church for a ladies meeting and cycle. 


Every Thursday, Micco travels to Immokalee to 
attend worship and tries to bring a handful of people 
along. 

“I take the van and pick them up so they can go hear 
something,” he said. 

Today, Micco said he still has a love for the out- 
doors and enjoys taking “pleasure rides” on his motor- 


while I was sitting in my chickee watching television a “I started out with a tricycle,” he said. “Daddy 


car pulled up,” Micco said, recalling the day he met his wanted me to help him patch a fence and he bought me 
adopted daughter. “They got out of the car and said ‘we a bike.” 


brought someone to keep you company.’ 


Micco is always on the go. He recently purchased a 


Micco grew a love for the outdoors working with new toy for himself, a John Deere® tractor that he hopes 


his father. He worked at a ranch in Moore Haven, Fla. 
working with the cattle and mowing the pastures. He 
also developed a career working for the Bureau of In- 
dian Affairs doing road maintenance and construction. 
He retired in 1995. 

“I thought when I retired I would spend my days 
sitting around watching television all day,” Micco said. 


to take out and use wherever he can. 

“I do whatever I can, whatever keeps me comfort- 
able, and keeps me moving,” he said. 

Micco believes that his always-on-the-go attitude is 
what keeps him in good health and young at heart. 

“People always ask how I do it,” he said. “I just tell 
them, ‘I’m still a young boy.’ ” 



Now Seeking 

Administrative Assistant 

At Construction/Engineering Firm 


Job Site Located Near Deem, Florida 


Requirements: 

• AA Degree 
• Valid Driver’s License 
• 4+ Years Experience 



For More Information Please Contact 
dbehar@rjbehar. com 
or 

(954) 680-7771 
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Brighton Tribal citizens participate in the pole peeling competition, one of many activities that took place during the annual Brighton Field Days. 


Biggest-Ever Brighton Field Days Draws Crowds 



BY RACH EL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Parking lots filled up 
as spectators gathered for the 71st annual 
Brighton Festival and Field Days, held the 
weekend of Feb. 20-22. 

“Enjoy the activities and we will try 
our best to keep you entertained,” Brighton 
Tribal Council Rep. Roger Smith said, wel- 
coming the crowd. 

Visitors definitely did not have a lack of 
things to do, see or eat with this year’s festi- 
val being one of the biggest ever. 

The children from Brighton’s preschool 
kicked off the festivities Feb. 20 with the 
raising of the flags. They then serenaded the 
crowd in the Creek language. 

Entertainment was lined up for the rest 
of the day leading into the late afternoon. 

Miss Indian World Nicole Colbert was 
among the scheduled speakers and entertain- 
ers. Colbert talked to the crowd and Pemay- 
etv Emahakv students in the bleachers. 

“You don’t have to give in to peer pres- 
sure, drugs and alcohol,” Colbert said. “It 
will break you.” 

She also talked about the youth today 
and the good they can do, saying “when they 
embrace who they are it becomes something 
very beautiful.” 

Colbert performed a dance from her na- 
tive village in Napakiak, Alaska. The trans- 
lated name of the dance means “down in the 
ocean.” As Colbert danced, the little girls in 
the crowd mirrored her actions. 

The crowd stood back as wild animal 
handler John Jones brought out Arthur, a 
Florida King Snake . Jones walked around the 


arena as Arthur wrapped 
his body around Jones’ 
arm to capture body heat 
on the chilly morning. 

Cheers could be 
heard from the crowd as 
alligator wrestler James 
Holt reached into an 8 
foot long and more than 
300 pound alligator’s 
mouth. 

Other entertain- 
ment included a Chero- 
kee dancing Pow-Wow 
group, magician and il- 
lusionist Matthew James 
Versteeg and Native 
American rapper Lite- 
foot. 

The Seminole Fire 
Dept, lead the parade 
into the circular arena 
on the Fred Smith Ro- 
deo grounds the morn- 
ing of Feb. 21. Grand 
Marshal and Florida 
State University football 
star and Rhodes Scholar 
Myron Rolle waved to 
the crowd donning a tra- 
ditional Seminole jacket 
that was presented to 
him the day before by Rep. Smith. 

Co-marshal for the parade Lonnie Pryor 
followed in a vehicle behind Rolle. Pryor is 
a student at Okeechobee High School and 
was recently signed to play football at Flori- 
da State University. 

For more than an hour, floats made their 


way through the arena, followed by decorat- 
ed ATVs and even little ones on bikes. 

“I’m happy to participate in Field Day,” 
said Chairman Mitchell Cypress as he rode 
in on a truck. “We are going to have a lot of 
fun.” 

Other Tribal officials rode in on hors- 
es and welcomed the spectators. Brighton 
Board Rep. Johnnie Jones Sr. joked with 
the crowd as his horse bucked and turned 
around. 

“He likes to show off,” Rep. Jones said 
of his horse. 

The Brighton Recreation Dept, orga- 
nized a variety of activities for Tribal citi- 
zens to partake in during the long weekend. 
The participants competed in an archery 
contest, skillet throw and a pole peeling 
competition. The Tribal youth took part in 
an obstacle course, running sprints and a la- 
crosse throw. 

This year’s famous clothing contest 
was spread out between two days. Women 
ran back and forth changing into traditional 
and modem Seminole garments, while the 
men sported their Seminole jackets, and all 
hoped to win. Children were dressed to the 
nines in Native wear as well. 

The festival had more food and retail 
vendors than ever before. With more than 
70 participants and a waiting list of vendors, 
attendees were able to feast on traditional 
Indian foods and items. 

Each night as the festival came to an 
end, spectators made their way to the main 
Fred Smith Arena to watch some bull riding 
at the Professional Rodeo Cowboy Associa- 
tion rodeo. 


k 



Rachel Buxton 

Brighton Board Rep. Johnnie Jones Sr. aims and shoots during the archery contest. 


Brighton Family Services Dept. 
Participates in Field Days Parade 


BY VALERIE MARONE 
Family Services Department 

BRIGHTON — Brighton’s Family 
Services Dept, entered a float in the Brigh- 
ton Field Days Parade, held Feb. 21 at the 
Fred Smith Rodeo Arena. 

The float showcased the wide variety of 
services the department offers the Brighton 


community. These include the S.W.A.M.P., 
Treatment, Aftercare, Parenting and Family 
Preservation Programs. 

S.W.A.M.P., an alcohol/drug prevention 
program targeted at Tribal youth, promotes 
drug education, drug-free, fun activities and 
community service projects. S.W.A.M.P. 
stands for “Seminoles Without Addictions 
Make Progress.” 


The Treatment Program 
provides substance abuse 
counseling for individuals 
working towards a healthy 
and happy drug-free lifestyle. 

The Mental Health Coun- 
seling Program provides indi- 
viduals with access to a psy- 
chiatrist. 

The Aftercare Program 
continues on-going support 
for community members 
working a recovery program. 
Services include counseling, 
Narcotics Anonymous and 
Alcoholics Anonymous meet- 
ings, and drug-free, fun activi- 
ties such as fish fry’s, camp 
fires and block parties. 

On March 5-8, the First 
Native American Recovery 
Convention also took place at 
the John Boy Auditorium in 
Clewiston, Fla. 

The Parenting Program 
offers classes, play therapy 
and support for the children 
and parents of the Brighton 
community and The Fam- 
(L-R) Family Services Dept. Counselors Willie Hubbell and Peg ily Preservation Program pro- 
Gillick, Prevention/S.W.A.M.P. Advisor Valerie Marone and Fam- motes the welfare of Brigh- 
ily Services Dept. Community Liaison Jodi King on the float. ton’s families. 



Seminole Broadcasting Films 
History of Brighton Campsites 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Seminole Broadcast- 
ing and Brighton Board Rep. Johnnie Jones 
Sr. have teamed together to help keep histo- 
ry alive through the creation of a documen- 
tary about Seminole campsites once located 
on the Brighton Reservation. 

“The idea just kept getting in my head,” 
said Rep. Jones. 

Rep. Jones got the idea for the campsite 
documentary after speaking with a Brighton 
community member who asked him why 
traditional homesites couldn’t be saved. 

Rep. Jones contacted Louise Gopher, 
former director of the Education Dept., for 
help since she played an instrumental role 
in the Broadcasting Dept, documentary 
titled “Seminole Cattle Heritage.” Gopher 
also brought the campsite idea to Seminole 
Broadcasting and began the initial planning. 

“We didn’t want to bombard people 
with 40 or 50 camps,” said Gopher. 

To narrow down the sites, Gopher took 
senior Happy Jones out driving one after- 
noon and was able 
to point out promi- 
nent campsites 

from the past, in- 
cluding Billy Bow- 
legs’ camp. 

Once camp- 
sites were desig- 
nated, employees 
from Seminole 

Broadcasting be- 
gan making visits 
to Brighton to film 
interviews with se- 
niors and commu- 
nity members who 
resided at those ear- 
lier campsites. In- 
terviewees includ- 
ed Happy Jones and 
Rep. Jones’ mother, 

Shule. 

“I heard my 
mom speaking 
and it was good to 
hear,” said Rep. 


Jones. “It brings back the feeling of when 
I used to ride around with my dad and he 
would show me places where he lived.” 

Rep. Jones and Gopher hope to give the 
final project to Tribal schools and museums 
to help teach the students about early Semi- 
nole life and what it was like to grow up on 
a traditional campsite. 

“The youth today have never experi- 
enced anything like that,” said Rep. Jones. 
“We want to keep it informational and his- 
torical.” 

The documentary will be the first Semi- 
nole Broadcasting project to ever be filmed 
in full high definition. It will include inter- 
views on-location at old campsites, as well 
as then-and-now pictures of the campsites 
and families. 

Anyone interested in contributing pic- 
tures taken during the earlier years of life on 
a campsite should contact Louise Gopher 
at (863) 634-7631. All pictures will be re- 
turned. 

Look for the final campsite documen- 
tary DVD that is scheduled to be completed 
and released later this spring. 



Rachel Buxton 

The remnants of the Gopher Camp, which the Seminole Broadcasting crew 
toured as they viewed Brighton’s historic camps. 
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Animal Control Celebrates 
Second Anniversary of Service 


SUBMITTED BY CARTER ELBQN 
Community Health Supervisor 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida is celebrating the 
second anniversary of the Animal Control Division. The 
Animal Control Division was launched in mid-2006 as 
part of the Seminole Tribe of Florida Health Depart- 
ment’s Environmental Health Program. 

Community Health Supervisor Carter Elbon now 
oversees the program. He has been with the Tribe for 
the past two years, starting in the Indoor Air Quality 
Program, and since the first of the year, transferred to 
Animal Control. 

The division has three full-time animal control of- 
ficers, Jonathan Vazquez, Gust Batista and Donna Wil- 
liamson, who patrol the reservations during the work- 
week, with on call availability on the weekends. 

Both Vazquez and Batista are nine-year veteran 
employees with the Seminole Tribe of Florida and have 
both has been with the division for the past two years. 
The two previously worked at Billie Swamp Safari be- 
fore joining Animal Control. 

Vazquez was the first officer hired, and previously 
served as operations manager at the safari, where Ba- 
tista was a senior guide and animal handler. The two 
both have experience in handling alligators. 

Williamson has worked with Animal Control for 
two years. Her experience and 
knowledge has come from ten 
years working with the Collier 
County Animal Control, starting 
in customer service, and working 
up to animal control officer. Her 
area of interest and training is in 
animal cruelty and rescue. 

In addition to these em- 
ployees, Environmental Health 
Program Community Health 
Supervisor Ava John has been 
instrumental from the beginning 
in implementing educational ser- 
vices and providing general en- 
couragement within the Animal 
Control Division. 

The division services all 
reservations, with a focus on 
domestic animals such as cats 
and dogs. In addition, the divi- 
sion also responds to requests 
for wildlife trapping and pickup 


of alligators and snakes, when they represent a public 
health nuisance or hazard. 

The main goal of this division is to protect Tribal 
citizens and animals. The staff members accomplish 
this goal by being proactive and offering programs to 
prevent problems. These programs include free rabies 
clinics on each of the reservations, stray animal pick- 
ups, licensing of all dogs and cats on the reservations, 
numerous reunions of lost pets with owners, and classes 
taught at Ahfachkee School on animal and pet safety. 

The mission of the Seminole Animal Control Divi- 
sion is to enforce Tribal ordinance pertaining to animal 
control, management, and educating the Tribal commu- 
nity in responsible pet ownership and care. The Division 
also aims to prevent rabies in humans and pets, provide 
for the relocation, housing, and care of stray animals 
and coordinate adoption when possible or humane eu- 
thanasia, when adoption is not possible. 

For the upcoming year, the division is establishing 
dates for rabies climes for Hollywood, Big Cypress, Im- 
mokalee and Brighton. Also, in the upcoming year the 
division is moving to the “micro-chipping” of Tribal 
pets. This will help ensure that each animal is properly 
identified and quickly returned to the rightful owner. 

Those having any questions about the Animal Con- 
trol Program may call (954) 965-1300, Ext. 10325 for 
more information. 



Celia Arica-DaSilva 


The Seminole Tribe of Florida’s Animal Control and Wildlife Officers (L-R) Jonathan 
Vazquez, Donna Williamson and Gust Batista. 


| SEMINOLE POLICE DEPARTMENT 


SPD Conducts Q&A Forum for Tribal Community 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IIYIIYIOKALEE — The Seminole Police Depart- 
ment (SPD) hosted a question and answer forum for the 
members of the Immokalee community at the Senior 
Center on the evening of March 4. 

The purpose of the meeting was to identify issues 
and areas of concern so SPD can better serve the mem- 
bers of the Seminole Tribe. Chief of Police William 
Latchford, Major John Auer and Lt. Jim Polan spoke 
during the forum. 

During his opening 
remarks, Chief Latch- 
ford acknowledged 
that each Tribal com- 
munity has separate 
issues; however, they 
share similarities such 
as narcotic abuse and 
law enforcement, which 
are in constant need of 
attention. 

“Narcotics are an 
epidemic that circum- 
vents the United States 
and infiltrates every 
crevice of society,” said 
Chief Latchford. “It 
is our wish to rid the 
Tribe of this plague that 
threatens to cripple its 
present and destroy its 
future.” 

“We have instituted a zero tolerance for drugs,” he 
added. “This war requires everyone’s cooperation. It is 
our goal to earn your respect so that we can effectively 
do our job to protect you.” 

Chief Latchford assured the members of the Immo- 
kalee community that addressing the issues they face is 
SPD’s number one priority. 

“Although your community may be smaller than 
some of the others, its problems and security share in 
importance,” he said. “Since accepting my position, I 
have instituted programs to take SPD in a new direc- 
tion.” 

This included adding an on-duty command person, 
Lt. Jerry “Gator” Sapp, two officers and a sergeant for 
each shift, 24 hours a day. 

During the forum, the three members of SPD out- 
lined the objectives of his staff to create a dialogue with 


the people that they serve to be able to make responsible 
decisions under diverse situations. Indicating a policy of 
transparency, he offered assurance that there would be 
no secrets hidden within his department. 

However, some information must be repressed until 
the completion of ongoing investigations. He said it is 
his intention to maintain an open line of communication 
with all Tribal citizens. 

In addition to law enforcement and security, SPD 
has a series of programs available to Tribal citizens 
upon request. 

First time drivers are encouraged to participate in 
their driving course prior to obtaining a valid driver’s 
license. A driving pad is currently available at the Big 
Cypress Reservation. An ATV course teaches driving 
skills to insure the safety of the operator, passengers and 
individuals with whom they come in contact. 

SPD offers a fully accredited DUI school for per- 
sons attempting to reinstate their driver’s license or de- 
siring to reduce the number of points against their cur- 
rent license. Youth and elderly units have been created 
to bridge the gaps in order to better serve the Tribe. 

Due to current economic conditions, a discussion 
took place regarding the need for heightened awareness 
whenever Tribal citizens leave their communities. Des- 
perate people are turning to crime to supplement their 
needs, and the Seminole Tribe has become a target. It is 
the job of SPD to identify individuals that prey upon the 
community, but it is up to everyone to take precaution- 
ary measures when in public places. 

A question and answer period took place with a 
lengthy discussion on topics of personal and communal 
concerns. Situations were documented and numerous 
suggestions introduced. 

Among the noteworthy issues were conferences 
that have taken place with local county law enforcement 
to establish mutual aid with regard to traffic issues and 
control of narcotics. Excessive force and abusive tactics 
will not be tolerated on any level. Whenever possible, 
problems should be solved within the community to 
avoid outside intervention. 

“Communication is the key to keeping the Immo- 
kalee crime rate low and fighting complacency within 
the organization,” said Chief Latchford. “Our police of- 
ficers are held accountable for their actions. Their vis- 
ibility throughout the community is a first line of de- 
fense.” 

“I propose that we work together to solve prob- 
lems,” he continued. “You should be able to go to sleep 
at night, knowing that the Seminole Police Department 
is ensuring your safety.” 



Judy Weeks 


Seminole Police Chief William 
Latchford conducts a question 
and answer forum at the Immo- 
kalee community. 


Vehicle Burglary: A Crime of Opportunity 


SUBMITTED BY SEMINOLE POLICE DEPT. 

Vehicle burglaiy is most often a crime of opportuni- 
ty. Our own carelessness is often causing our vehicles to 
be broken into. However, you can minimize your chanc- 
es of being a victim by taking away the opportunity. 

Recently, it has been discovered that individuals 
are targeting unsuspecting customers of electronic retail 
stores with clever yet effective methods. These individ- 
uals are posing as customers in these electronic stores 
while monitoring other customer purchases. 

Once these individuals see a potential victim with 
their new purchase, they discretely follow them to the 
parking lot and then to their vehicle. Their hope is that 
this potential victim will not go directly home but to yet 
another location, such as a restaurant or another retail 
store. While the potential victim’s vehicle is unattended, 
these individuals will break into the vehicle and remove 
these newly purchased items. 

Here are some helpful tips: 

Always lock your vehicle and secure your windows 
when unattended, even at quick stops such as the gas 
station; Remove all valuable items from your vehicle 
or place them out of sight when left unattended; try to 
avoid unnecessary stops after purchasing expensive 
items — make these stops first. At night, park in well lit 


areas with lots of people around; and use anti-theft de- 
vices such as car alarms. Be aware of your surroundings 
and check on your vehicle regularly. 

Remember, vehicle burglary is a crime of opportu- 
nity. By following the above advice; you can potentially 
reduce your chances of becoming the next victim. 

What Items are Most Commonly 
Stolen from Vehicles? 

Backpacks, gym bags, briefcases, day planners 

Cash/coins, checkbooks and credit/debit cards 
Wallets and purses — even when hidden under a seat 
or in an unlocked glove compartment) 

Laptop computers, iPods®, MP3 players and docking 
stations 

Cell phones and chargers 
Portable GPS navigation systems 
Stereo/CD players and faceplates, amps and speakers 
— even when bolted down 
Jewelry, keys, tools and mail, which can be later used 
in identity theft crimes 
Firearms 

Anything of obvious value 
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Chairman Mitchell Cypress explains the importance of the state’s official approval of the Class III Gaming Compact. 


Council, Citizens Speak Before 
Committee on Compact Ratification 


Tribal Delegation Travels 
to State Capital to Push 
Gaming Compact 

BY BRIANA ABITTAN 
Seminole Broadcasting Reporter 

TALLAHASSEE — In an effort to maintain a 
good, working relationship with the state, members 
of the Seminole Tribe stood before the Florida Senate 
Committee on Feb. 19 and reached out to their neigh- 
bors in Tallahassee for the second time in a month. 

The group aimed to get the Seminole Gaming Com- 
pact approved for Class III gaming. Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress explained the importance of official approval of 
the compact, and what brought him to Florida’s capital. 

“I’m here because of the needs of my people, espe- 
cially education and health,” the Chairman said of the 
revenue generated from Tribal gaming. 

Back in November 2007, Florida Governor Charlie 
Crist signed the compact, granting the Tribe full Class 
III rights to operate on all reservations. The compact 
states that the state of Florida would be granted $288 
million dollars upon approval and 10-25 percent of prof- 
its on a sliding scale of percentages, so long as gaming 
exclusivity is kept. This is one of the most unique Na- 
tive compacts the government has seen yet. 


According to Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max 
B. Osceola Jr., the ratification of the compact is impor- 
tant not only to the Seminole Tribe and its 70-plus social 
programs, but Florida can reap the benefits as well. 

“We’re willing to donate $288 million dollars to 
Florida this fiscal year,” Rep. Osceola said. “We’re will- 
ing to create 45,000 jobs for the citizens of the state of 
Florida.” 

In addition, he said the compact will also benefit the 
Floridian communities with Seminole gaming facilities 
on them. 

However, the Senate Regulatory Committee doesn’t 
see it that way. According to Jim Allen, CEO of gam- 
ing operations, there are three opposing forces working 
against the compact. 

The first are those fundamentally against any type 
of gaming. The second are the local race tracks and pa- 
ri-mutuel facilities located in both Dade and Broward 
Counties that feel the compact will hurt their business, 
and third, are those parties outside of South Florida that 
operate dog and horse tracks that don’t feel their busi- 
nesses will stay afloat without the addition of slot ma- 
chines. 

In addition to Chairman Cypress and Rep. Osceola, 
other members of the Tribal Council testified before the 
Regulatory Committee. Richard Bowers Jr., president of 
Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc., said he simply wants 
the opportunity, like every other citizen of the U.S., to 
live a life with the ideals of freedom, equality and op- 
portunity. 

“We want the American dream to be ours 
too,” President Bowers said. “Not everybody 
can have one, but we’re striving to have our 
American dream.” 

Under the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act, 
in order for The Tribe to operate Class III gam- 
ing, the state’s approval is unnecessary. How- 
ever, the Tribal Council hopes to go through 
federal procedures with the Florida Legisla- 
ture’s support. 

“Once The Tribe requests negotiations 
from the state, if there is no compact within 
180 days, then the Tribe has the right to go to 
federal court to request the federal court to de- 
termine whether or not the state negotiated in 
good faith,” said Barry Richards, a Tribal legal 
representative. 

Tribal citizen Max B. Osceola III from the 
Hollywood Reservation said he is most con- 
cerned about the outcome of the Tribe’s future. 

“Obviously, the Gaming Compact has 
a huge impact upon everyone, and I want to 
know what’s going to happen to my grandchil- 
dren and my grandchildren’s grandchildren,” 
Osceola said 



Briana Abittan 


(L-R) Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr., President Richard 
Bowers Jr., Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Roger Smith and Chariman Mitch- 
ell Cypress testify before the Florida State Senate. 


‘Reach the Rez’ Makes Stop in Immokalee 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — When the Reach the Rez tour 
bus rolled into Immokalee on Feb. 24, it was like a fam- 
ily reunion for Litefoot and wife, Carmen. 

The two have traveled more than 100,000 miles 
while visiting more than 300 reservations in 40 states 
during the past three years on Litefoot’s Reach the Rez 
Tours. The Seminole Tribe of Florida is sponsoring his 
2009 leg of the tour. 

The award-winning Cherokee rap artist, actor and 
motivational speaker, has become a familiar figure on 
the Seminole reservations as he makes stops on the an- 
nual tour. 



Litefoot talks to the Immokalee community about his life ex- 
periences. He said there are unlimited possibilities available 
to those who follow the Creator’s path. 


Despite having a successful entertainment career, 
Litefoot’s greatest endeavor continues to be his effort to 
bring hope and inspiration to Native Americans. 

During the evening, Litefoot spoke to the members 
of the Immokalee community following a buffet dinner 
in the gym. His presentation dealt with many subjects 
that affect individuals, families and whole communities. 

“You are a product of the Creator. Encourage the 
spirit inside yourself, be humble and meet your chal- 
lenges head on,” Litefoot said about the difficulties of 
daily life. “It is essential that you accept responsibility 
for yourself and those who depend upon you.” 

“Every day is a challenge,” he continued. “Never 
underestimate what you can do if you follow your Cre- 
ator. 

While advocating traditional beliefs, Litefoot tran- 
scended boundaries to create a bond with the contempo- 
rary generations. 

“When it comes to tradition and culture, we are 
only strong if we remember,” he said. “Put your life in 
perspective. Learn respect and teach it to your children 
and they will carry your culture into the next genera- 
tion.” 

“Our young people are literally dying for someone 
to care and lead them,” he added. “Reunite your families 
and this will be a beginning, not an end for our people.” 

At the event he also spoke to a group of employees. 

“Look for ways to improve your job skills and meet 
the needs of your people,” he said. “You can’t sit around 
and wait for something positive to happen. You have to 
become that positive force and raise your expectations. 
Believe in yourself and the battle will be half won.” 

Litefoot is a dynamic motivational speaker with a 
strong belief in the Creator. He is known for speaking 
from the heart, while attempting to encourage and in- 
spire Native Americans to follow the path of their des- 
tiny and strive to reach their potential. 

Litefoot has released more than 10 albums and won 
seven Native American Music Awards, including Best 
Hip Hop/Rap Recording, Best Male Artist and Artist 
of the Year. In addition, he has starred in 10 films and 
television productions, which include “The Indian in the 
Cupboard,” “Mortal Kombat: Annihilation,” “Kull the 
Conqueror,” “Adaptation,” “Song of Hiawatha,” and the 
TV shows CSI: Miami and Family Law. 

He recently released his latest album, “Relentless 
Pursuit.” 


Tribal Citizens Present Their 
Art, Poetry in State’s Capital 


BY ELGIN JUMPER 
Contributing Writer 


TALLAHASSEE — On March 3, despite the dev- 
astating loss of one of my daughters a month earlier, 
and the subsequent mourning and grieving pertaining to 
such a tragedy, Moses “Bigg” Jumper, Jr. and I had the 
honor of reading poetry and sharing Seminole art and 
culture with the students, instructors, professors, and 
faculty of both Florida State University (FSU) and Cor- 
nerstone Learning Community, located not far from the 
prominent college campus in Tallahassee. 

We presented at FSU as part of their recent Folklore 
Festival, which took place earlier, but was postponed for 
us for obvious reasons. As for the events at Cornerstone, 
they came about as a result of FSU Professor Michael 
Uzendoski’s kind help and urging, as his daughter, Sisa, 
attends the school, and suggested we go in and share 
our art and poetry there. It was a 
marvelous idea! 

Aside from the poetry, how- 
ever, I was fortunate enough to 
take an oil painting workshop 
in to the students as well. The 
poetry presentations and paint- 
ing workshop were incredible 
and I think it’s safe to say we 
truly enjoyed them. But what re- 
ally floored me was when Maya 
Mast, a small six-year old girl, 
read us a poem that was inspired 
by “Hymn for the Sacred Path” a 
poem from my poetry chapbook, 

Nightfall. Another little girl, Ri- 
ley, was equally inspired to po- 
etry. It was memorable. 

I thoroughly enjoyed the oil 
painting workshop, and thank- 
fully it was well-received by the 
students. I was so amazed at how 
much the children were inter- 
ested in poetry, drawing and art, 
and the sunrise painting started 
in the workshop will be pre- 
sented as a gift to the community 
upon completion. 

“Thank you for bringing your stories and gifts to 
Cornerstone,” wrote Tony Brown, Upper School Direc- 
tor, and Bev Well, Lower School Director. “All of us 
learned from your words and your presence. Teachers to 
our youngest students will remember your quiet way of 
teaching. We hope you will visit our website to read the 
Friday news regarding the poetry and painting lessons 
you brought to our community.” 

It was strange for me, though, going from the low- 
est depths of sorrow a month before, to the highest el- 
evations of honor, gratification, art and poetry in that 
short span of time. And I really have to credit “Bigg” for 
traveling up to Tallahassee in support, especially after 
his tremendously successful weekend with the Seminole 
battle reenactments in Big Cypress. Thanks so much, 
“Bigg!” Happily, I’m learning so much from you about 
being a true Seminole poet. 

“Well, I always enjoy talking to the youth, as well 
as FSU,” emphasized Jumper in an interview after the 


events. “I’m always open to going out and giving the 
people a better idea of who we are, and that’s the big 
thing for me. The more we get out there and let them 
know and see the reality of who we are, as a people, how 
diversified we are in the different things that we do.” 

The Folklore Festival at FSU was organized pri- 
marily by Professors Michael Uzendoski, Prof, of Mod- 
em Languages, Juan Carlos Galeano, Prof, of Modem 
Languages, and Sarah Buck Kachaluba, History, Hu- 
manities Librarian. 

“The idea of the festival is to show the diversity 
and importance of folklore in a variety of aspects - in 
Amazonian cultures, in contemporary film, and among 
Native American artistic expressions and culture in gen- 
eral,” explained Uzendoski, 

“Bigg” and I read our poetry for the FSU students 
and professors and other faculty in the Scholars’ Com- 
mons Reading Room of the Strozier Library. I was also 


fortunate enough to have eight of my contemporary 
paintings set up for display. The paintings will be pre- 
sented in the library for a month. 

Other presenters for the festival were Juan Carlos 
Galeano, Maria Willstadt and Michael Uzendoski, all 
professors of modem languages and Dana Weber, Ph.D. 
candidate at Indiana University and also an instructor on 
modem languages. 

I must say that the visit to Cornerstone Learning 
Community and FSU was exhilarating and unforget- 
table! Cornerstone and FSU were incomparable as hosts 
and I look forward to more visits to share art and poetry. 
Sha-na-bish. Thank you so very much for the invitations 
and for seeing to our needs and comfort while we were 
there. Long shall we remember those days. 

“I think we revealed a lot of truth there - just for 
that time we were there, and I think it was a big plus for 
the Tribe,” observed “Bigg.” 




Wednesday, April 8 


5pm - Deadline to submit 
plattorm to Seminole Tribune 


Tuesday, April 14 


5pm - Turn In petitions 
and pictures 


Wednesday, April 15 


Announce candidates 


Monday, May 4 


Deadline for mailing 
out AJisentee ballots 


Tuesday, May 5 


- Deadline tor walk-in 
voting 


Monday, May 11 


Ejection Day 
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Tribe Shares Culture, Traditions 
at Annual Chalo Nitka Fest 




BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

MOORE HAVEN, Fla. — The Seminole Tribe 
of Florida returned to Moore Haven, Fla., located just 
south of the Brighton Reservation, on March 7 to partic- 
ipate in the 6 1 st annual Chalo Nitka Festival and Parade. 

“It’s important for the Tribe to show their support 
for surrounding neighbors,” said Norman “Skeeter” 
Bowers, a member of the Chalo Nitka Festival Com- 
mittee. 

Last year, when Chalo Nitka faced cancellation, the 
Seminole Tribe stepped forward to play an integral role 
in continuing the longstanding tradition. This year, the 
Tribe returned to the festival with even more Tribal ven- 
dors and entertainment. 

“We are absolutely delighted to have them bring 
their traditional events back,” said Tracy Whirls, execu- 
tive director of Glades County Economic Development 
Council. 

The Chalo Nitka parade was full of Seminole Tribe 
participation with students from the Pemayetv Emahakv 
Charter School representing the Tribe on a float decorat- 
ed with a handmade chickee. In addition, Tribal officials 
rode in the parade on horseback and the Seminole prin- 
cesses made their way down the route in a motorcade. 

“Every relationship we have with another commu- 
nity is important and the fact that they have interest and 
want our culture here is rewarding,” said Miss Seminole 
Princess D’anna Osceola. 

Several Tribal citizens, including Shule Jones and 
Mary Jo Micco, had booths selling traditional Seminole 
arts and crafts. 

Jones returned to Chalo Nitka this year, selling 
beadwork and jewelry at her booth, while Micco pleased 
attendees with her traditional Indian food booth, selling 
the ever-so-popular frybread. 


Mary Jo Micco offers her famous frybread to festival goers. 


Rachel Buxton 

Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Roger Smith returns to Chalo 
Nitka after the Tribe gave the festival a much needed boost 
last year. 


The Seminole Tribe has been involved in Chalo 
Nitka — which translates to “bass day” in Creek — 
since the early days. Many Tribal citizens remember the 
days when they were children 
and visited the festival. 

“It’s like being back 
home,” said Brighton Tribal 
Council Rep. Roger Smith. “I 
used to run all around here and 
remember barbecuing with the 
elders.” 

President Richard Bow- 
ers Jr. reminisced about his 
alligator wrestling days when 
he won first place at the Chalo 
Nitka Festival at the age of 16. 

“It’s good for us to support 
something like this that has a 
Seminole flavor,” said Presi- 
dent Bowers. 

Tribal entertainment in- 
cluded alligator wrestling, a 
snake show and a baby cloth- 
ing contest. 

According to Norman 
“Skeeter” Bowers, the Tribe 
hopes to eventually build an In- 
dian Village on the grounds to 
have on display and for people 
to visit. 

“From this year out, it will 
only get better,” he said. 



Rachel Buxton 

President Richard Bowers Jr. and Louise Gopher remember 
the days when the winning fish from the bass contest would 
be on display during the festival. 


Rachel Buxton 

Miss Seminole Princess D’anna Osceola attends Chalo Nitka 
for her first time. 


Seniors Attend Annual Strawberry Festival 



BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 


offers them an opportunity to visit some of their favorite 
shopping areas. Dedicating an entire morning to shop- 
ping at local fabric stores, they added to their arsenal of 


PLANT CITY, Fla. — The Immokalee seniors cloth and sewing supplies before making their way to 
boarded a bus on Feb. 27 for a three-day trip to the the fair grounds for the Strawberry Festival. 

Strawberry Festival in Plant City, located about 25 miles In addition to the carnival midway, the festival of- 
east of Tampa. fers everything found at a state agricultural fair. It took 

The seniors look forward to the annual event, which an entire day to investigate the vendors, art and craft 

exhibits, home economic displays 
and the livestock pavilion. 

Nightly entertainment includ- 
ed country musician Jake Owens, 
as well as other local country 
western bands and Christian gos- 
pel groups. 

Following a long day on their 
feet, the group looked forward to 
an evening dinner at the Tampa 
Hard Rock Hotel and Casino. 

On the morning of March 
1, the last day of their trip, the 
seniors visited Parkesdale Farm 
Market, the largest strawberry 
and citrus market in Florida. After 
sampling their famous strawberry 
shortcake, several of the seniors 
purchased a bounty of fresh fruits 
and vegetables to take home. 

Pete Aguilar Visiting the three large green- 

(L-R) Eva Russell, Gayle Greer, Nancy Motlow, Jovita Turrubiartez, Elaine Aguilar, toflieiWarwi hefhre tt!v 

Mary Sanchez, Ruth Osceola, Linda Frank and Rachel Billie descend from the bus for ^ owet V° tbeir cargo , before they 
a day of shopping at the Strawberry Festival. began their homeward journey. 



NCAIED Chairwoman Margo Gray-Proctor (L) and Miss Indian World Nicole Alek’aq Colbert (R) present President Richard Bow- 
ers Jr. (C) with the annual American Indian Tribal Leadership Award. 


President Bowers Honored at 
Reservation Economic Summit 2009 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

LAS VEGAS — The Reservation Economic Sum- 
mit, known as RES, brought together some of the most 
ambitious and brightest minds in the Native American 
business community March 9-12 at the Las Vegas Hil- 
ton Hotel. 

The conference, in its 23rd year, is known as the 
largest and longest running national American Indian 
business conference and trade fair in the U.S.; the Semi- 
nole Tribe of Florida held co-title sponsorship. 

The National Center for American Indian Enter- 
prise and Development (NCAIED) organized the event 
and also celebrated its 40th anniversary. Native Music 
Rocks also sponsored by the Tribe entertained opening 
night and Seminole Heritage 
Events and Promotions Direc- 
tor Micki Free hosted the affair. 

This year featured the 
theme, “Going Global, Think- 
ing Green, Generating Growth” 
with a golf tournament, learn- 
ing sessions, and a procure- 
ment pavilion on the schedule 
of events. 

In his second year at the 
conference, President Rich- 
ard Bowers Jr. represented the 
Tribe receiving two special 
honors. He was presented a 
special Hopi-kachina doll as 
a representative for the Tribe 
in sponsoring the summit. He 
also received the annual Amer- 
ican Indian Tribal Leadership 
Award for his continuous work 
in agriculture, cattle work and 
other business ventures among 
the Seminole people. 

“I am humbled to see that 
people are watching what we 
do,” President Bowers said. 

“The award validates the fact 
that the Seminole Tribe is in a 
major leadership position.” 

“The time is right to get 
together with the other tribes to network,” President 
Bowers continued. “The old saying, ‘Tribe to Tribe’ is 
in order here today; let us not let that be in vain.” 

“In everything you do, you should position yourself 
and do your own due diligence,” he advised the listen- 
ing audience. “This will help position you to provide for 
yourself and your family.” 

President Bowers also participated in a panel dis- 
cussion on some of the major topics facing the Native 
community economically including individual entrepre- 
neurship, economic stability and joint partnerships. 

“The panel was a good experience and substantial 
in what they think we are doing. It was definitely a posi- 
tive,” President Bowers said afterwards. “The whole ex- 
perience was a great opportunity to connect the strings 
and put everyone together.” 

First year NCAIED Chairwoman Margo Gray- 
Proctor said efforts to improve the conference each year 
continue to be successful. This year marked the first 
time in its history that a Tribal enterprise such as the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida has been a presenting spon- 
sor. She said the selection of honoring the Tribe and 
President Bowers was unanimous among board leaders 
and members. 

“The Tribe’s organization has helped grow our or- 
ganization and plant a new seed of sorts and also pro- 


vide a new energy,” Gray-Proctor expressed. “President 
Bowers has also unselfishly directed his affairs and just 
has a good business mind. He gets it and is ahead of the 
game.” 

In the trade fair the Tribe had four information 
booths on display: the Hard Rock Hotel and Cafe fran- 
chise, the new Native Learning Center, Ha-Sho-Bee 
Golf and the popular Seminole Pride Orange Juice 
brand. 

Guests and fellow businesses got a chance to sam- 
ple the drink with more than 30 gallons brought in for 
the show. 

President Bowers explained that the financial ven- 
ture of the non-pasteurized, freshly squeezed brand of 
juice was established through Seminole Tribe of Florida, 
Inc. It currently has distribution at the Big Cypress Trad- 


ing Post, the Hard Rock locations and the Billie Swamp 
Safari. There are also hopes of nationwide distribution, 
with established distribution points in Tempe, Ariz. and 
Lakeland, Fla. 

The Native Learning Center helps assist and sup- 
port Tribes and Tribally Designated Housing Entities 
through education, training, and technical assistance in 
the planning and implementation of affordable housing 
activities. 

RES began in 1986 as a meeting place for Native 
enterprises and entrepreneurs that have faced challenges 
in Indian country and attracts thousands each year. Its 
purpose has been to offer a forum of networking be- 
tween Native businesses, Tribes, corporations and fed- 
eral resources. 

For more information on NCAIED log on to www. 
ncaied.org or call 1-800-462-2433 ext. 243. 

For information on any of the Tribally owned busi- 
nesses contact the following: Joe Tillman with Seminole 
Pride Orange Juice at (863) 983-8350 or email at joetill- 
man@semtribe.com, for the Native learning Center log 
onto www.nativeleamingcenter.com, for Ha-Sho-Bee 
Golf contact Mitch Osceola or go to www.fnga.net. For 
specific information on the Hard Rock, please log onto 
www.hardrock.com. 




Chris C. Jenkins 

President Richard Bowers Jr. (Second from Left) discusses native economic issues during a RES panel at the conference. 
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Rachel Buxton 

Breanna Billie presents a slideshow about how to sew a traditional dress during the talent portion. 


PRINCESS 

From page 1A 


“Hallelujah” to the elders in her church. Her voice won her the 
top talent presentation award. 

Aiyana Tommie did a cooking demonstration, showing how to 
make a true Seminole diet staple, sofkee. 

Kiylier Baker talked about the well-known tradition of using 
shakers for dancing. Baker put on a demonstration on how to make 
a shaker, completing her performance with a dance. 

The pressure was still on after the talent presentations when 
the ladies went up on stage one-by-one to answer an impromptu 
question. 

When asked what she wants to be when she grows up, Brydgett 
Koontz, had no difficulty answering. 

“I want to be a lawyer because I put up a fight for what I believe 
in,” Koontz said. 

Harley Johns and Stevie Brantley were asked why they wanted 
the titles Brighton Jr. Miss Seminole Princess and Brighton Miss 
Seminole Princess, respectively. Both declared they wanted the 
titles to educate and be role models. Brantley said the title would 
give her the opportunity to be a spokesperson on important issues. 

Luzana Venzor and Kirsten Doney discussed their favorite sub- 
ject in school. Venzor answered P.E. because it allows her to play 
with her friends. Doney responded with arts and crafts because she 
said she enjoys sewing and drawing. 

After all impromptu questions were answered, the judges be- 
gan to make their final decisions. Judges included Nicole Colbert, 
Miss Indian World, Anastagia Pierre, Miss Florida USA, Mat- 
thew James Versteeg, professional magician and illusionist, Nicole 
Pierre, Anastagia Pierre’s mother, and Ashley Burnham, Versteeg’s 
assistant. 



Rachel Buxton 

Raylon Eagle, in traditional garments, was coached by aunt and past 
Brighton Seminole Princess Salina Dorgan. 



Before the winners were announced, past Brighton royalty 
were brought on stage and acknowledged. Many offered words of 
advice to the competing ladies as well as to the parents. 

“It’s hard to compete today, we didn’t have to do talent or im- 
promptu questions,” said 1985 Brighton Seminole Princess Theresa 
Ann Nunez. “Encourage your daughters; this is what makes them 
ladies.” 

Keeping with tradition, Jr. Miss Seminole Amber Craig pre- 
sented the current Brighton Seminole Princess Jaryaca Baker with a 
necklace thanking her for her time and dedication representing the 
Tribe during her reign. 

Jennifer Diane Chalfant was recognized and given a very spe- 
cial gift. Chalfant is the only individual to successfully hold every 
royalty title. She was crowned Brighton Jr. Miss Seminole in 1998, 
Brighton Miss Seminole in 2004, Jr. Miss Florida Seminole in 2005 
and Miss Florida Seminole in 2007. 

“It took me 10 years to complete my goal, but I did,” Chalfant 
said with tears in her eyes. 

Rep. Smith presented Chalfant with a charm bracelet with four 
crowns in the medicine colors representing the Tribe. 

“I hope they continue to go on,” said Chalfant of the pageant 
contestants. 

At the end of the night all the contestants were brought back on 
stage for the much anticipated announcement of awards. 

Brighton Jr. Miss Seminole Princess third runner up was Harley 
Johns, second runner up Breanna Billie, and first runner up Chey- 
enne Nunez. 

Brighton Seminole Princess third runner up was Erena Billie, 
second runner up Kasandra Billie and first runner up Kirsten Doney. 

Brighton Jr. Miss Seminole Princess participation awards went 
to Brydgett Koontz, Deliah Carrillo, Tyra Baker, Raylon Eagle and 
Luzana Venzor. Brighton Seminole Princess participation awards 
went to Brianna Nunez, Jennie Eagle, Kiylier Baker and Elizabeth 
DeHass. 




Your Cellular Superstore/ 


Our One-stop convenience allows you to pay your bills, 
transfer or back up your phonebook information, transfer 
your photos to a disk, purchase Bluetooth devices, Internet 
Cards for your laptop, all phones and we help you find your 
next cell phone easier. Wireless Toyz offers an enormous 
selection of brands, accessories, rate plans, and more, all 
under one roof. Our store specializes in New Activations 
and Upgrades. We also carry Re-furbished or gently used 
phones. We will work with you to find the rate plans and 
device that suit your unique needs, and we'll be happy to 
show you how these products can fit into your lifestyle. If 
you have any questions about cellular technology, a 
Certified Wireless Expert will be on hand to assist you, 
every step of the way. 


Our Services Include: 


CELLULAR BILL ANALYSIS 
BUSINESS SOLUTIONS 
PHONEBOOK TRANSFER 
ACCESSORY DELIVERY* 
TRADE-INS 


PAYMENTS 
PHONE TRAINING 
PICTURE TRANSFER 
CONTACTS BACKUP 

*call our store for additional details 



T ■ -Mobile 
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2 minutes from the Hard Rock Casino 
On the SE Corner of Stirling & 441 

954-9619991 
4251N. State Rd 7 
Hollywood FI, 33021 




©2008 Wireless Toyz®. All Rights Reserved. Offers valid at participating locations only. Product selection and services may vary by store location. Offers good while supplies last. Not responsible for printer errors. All franchises are independently owned and operated. 
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Higher Ed 
Student Celeste 
Billie Takes 
Classes at 
Edison State 


BY LINDA ILEY 
Higher Education Advisor 



When Celeste Billie, Panther Clan, first ap- 
plied for the Billy L. Cypress Scholarship Program 
in the summer of 2007, she was 42 years old. She 
had never attended 


college after gradu- 
ating from high 
school in 2001. 

Even before 
graduating, she was 
working in different 
Tribal programs in- 
cluding the slaugh- 
terhouse in Big Cy- 
press, Billie Swamp 
Safari, the Family 
Services Dept., and 
she even built chick- 
ees and worked as a 
tour guide at Shark 
Valley in Everglades 

National Park on the 

Tamiami Trail. 

While working 

at the Seminole Casino-Immokalee, she did not 
fully understand the words and technology being 
used in different areas on the job. Billie said she 
then realized she had to go for a higher education 
to be more prepared for the work environment. 


Please see BILLIE on page 3B 


Ahfachkee 
School, Boys & 
Girls Club Begin 
Partnership 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — In an initiative established 
by Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. David Cypress 
and Tribal Boys & Girls Club Director of Develop- 
ment Robert C. North Sr., the Ahfachkee School 
and the Boys & Girls Club established a new part- 
nership Feb. 24. 

During the kick off event, about 10 Ahfachkee 
School students in grades 2-8 came together to of- 
fer their input in the development of an afterschool 
Boys & Girls Club program. According to North, 
providing a place for the children to go after school 
hours keeps them off the streets and out of trouble. 

“This club works because it engages kids dur- 
ing critical times,” North said. “We just want to 
complement what is already going on here in BC.” 

North pointed out that plans for the partner- 
ship have been in the works for several months 
with Ahfachkee Principal Walt Swan Jr. and staff. 
The news follows on the heels of Tribal Council 
passing Resolution C-074-09 in January, calling 
for the opening of a Boys & Girls Club in Big Cy- 
press. 


Please see CLUB on page 2B 


Ahfachkee Has 
First Family 
Literacy Night 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Ahfachkee School 
took another step forward in its education agenda 
March 5. 

In the first of what staff hope to be a new trend, 
a packed house of more than 300 faculty members, 
students and parents attended the first-ever Family 
Literacy Night at the Herman L. Osceola Gymna- 
sium. 

“This was part of our movement to continue 
to improve our literacy program,” said Ahfachkee 
School Principal Walt Swan Jr. “We want to create 
a whole different level of learning.” 

Swan made a bet with the students and staff 
and said he would shave his head if attendance sig- 
natures reached the 400 mark. He admitted to giv- 
ing 100 signatures toward that mark, and lived up 
to his end of the bargain. He said although the goal 
came slow initially, it was finally met. 

Event coordinator and first-year seventh grade 
teacher Diana De LaFuente said hopes are to have 
the event twice a year. She said the event was suc- 
cessful even based on the attendance alone, with 
nearly 100 percent of the school population par- 
ticipating. 

“We want to try to get even more parent in- 
volvement in a more entertaining way,” De La- 
Fuente explained. “The teachers enjoyed them- 
selves along with the families and it was great.” 

Please see LITERACY on page 2B 



Shelley Marmor 

The Trail middle schoolers from the Miccosukee Indian School surround Education Dept. Director Emma Johns (Center, Left) and Trail Liaison William Osceola (Center, Right) to cut the 
ceremonial ribbon and officially open Trail Seminole Learning Resource Center on March 10. 


Trail Community Gets State-Of-The-Art Education Center 


BY SHELLEY MARMOR 
Assistant Editor 

TAMIAMI TRAIL — The 140 members of the 
Trail Seminole community now have an education fa- 
cility to call their own after the Trail Seminole Learn- 
ing Resource Center officially opened its doors. 

At the ribbon cutting ceremony, held March 10, the 
middle school children from Trail who attend the Mic- 
cosukee Indian School, Trail Liaison William Osceola 
and Education Dept. Director Emma Johns cut the cer- 
emonial ribbon to officially open the center. 

According to Johns, the Trail Seminole Learning 
Resource Center, located next to the Trail Field Office, 
will provide a permanent place where students of all 
ages can get one-on-one and group tutoring, as well as 
any other educational assistance they may need. 

She said prior to the center’s opening, the Educa- 


tion Dept, could only partially serve the needs of those 
living in Trail. 

“Before this, there was never really coordination 
with the Education Dept, and the Trail community,” 
Johns said. 

According to Johns, once a week a staff member 
from the Hollywood Education Dept, offices would 
travel to Trail to assist community members with their 
educational needs. She said they would offer their ser- 
vices from a makeshift office located in the Trail Field 
Office. 

The community now has a permanent structure, 
complete with five computers, high-speed internet, two 
private rooms for one-on-one tutoring, and a large main 
room for group tutoring. 

“If you give somebody a nice place to learn, they 
perform better,” said Liaison Osceola. 

Tutor Coordinator Julissa Collazo echoed Liaison 


Osceola’s remarks, boasting that “grades have gone 
up” and “none of our kids are failing.” 

She said the center will provide the community 
members, both young and old alike, with a designated 
learning space. According to Collazo, adults needing 
help with their college-level classes or GED testing can 
also utilize the center for tutoring. 

She said she has also been in talks with the Tribal 
Culture Dept, about having culturally-based classes in 
the Trail Seminole Learning Resource Center in the fu- 
ture. 

Though the facility features all the modem, state- 
of-the-art educational tools now, Liaison Osceola said 
it used to be nothing more than a concrete structure. 

“It’s an old building with a lot of history,” he said. 

According to Liaison Osceola, the structure was 

Please see TRAIL on page 3B 


FSU Football Star Myron Rolle Visits Charter School 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — The students at 
Pemayetv Emahakv got a very special 
visit Feb. 20 from Florida State University 
(FSU) football player and Rhodes Scholar 
Myron Rolle, who spoke to them about the 
importance of education. 

“Education is like a key,” Rolle said. 
“A key that will open up limitless doors.” 

Rolle shared stories from his child- 
hood like how his parents wouldn’t let 
him go outside and play sports or with his 
friends if his school work wasn’t done. He 
said he got a slap on the back and a “good 
job” if he scored a touchdown, however, 
admitted when he brought home straight 


A’s that he got two big pizza pies and a 
slushee. 

“At 22 -years-old I see how important 
it is to have academics be the priority for 
you,” he said. “You may not see it now and 
that’s perfectly fine. Just trust me on this.” 

Rolle stressed to students that they 
have been given an opportunity in life to 
do great things and have the support and 
guidance of wonderful parents, teachers 
and community. 

“It’s always encouraging to hear a 
story of someone that has been through it, 
that has gone a little further than you have 
in your life,” he said. 

Rolle received a Rhodes Scholar- 
ship, one of the most prestigious educa- 
tion awards given, and will be traveling to 



Rachel Buxton 


(L-R) P.E. Teacher Chris Goodwin and Myron Rolle discuss physical eduation. The two worked 
together to implement the “Our Way to Health” curriculum, which Rolle started. 



England next fall to attend the University 
of Oxford. 

“I’m going to get to travel the world 
and that’s not because of anything I did on 
the football field,” Rolle said. “That’s sim- 
ply because of the knowledge I have been 
able to acquire and how I have been able 
to apply it.” 

Rolle has become a household name 
and permanent fixture at Pemayetv Ema- 
hakv. Last summer he partnered with the 
Tribe and developed an academic curricu- 
lum called Our Way to Health that focuses 
on health and wellness. He has tried hard 
to educate students on diabetes and the 
need to live a healthy lifestyle through his 
program as well as his frequent calls and 
visits to the school. 


“I love coming back and I am always 
welcomed with warm arms,” he said with 
a smile. “It is a wonderful experience to be 
able to fellowship and have a relationship 
with the Seminole Tribe of Florida.” 

Before his speech, Rolle met the fifth 
graders at the Brighton Gym for a physical 
education class. Students ran up and greet- 
ed him with high fives and hugs. Rolle and 
students enjoyed an hour of football and 
four square. 

Rolle said he wants the students to 
be persistent, and told them “there will be 
people outside that will throw roadblocks; 
just keep strong.” 

“Think that being smart is the cool 
thing, because it is,” Rolle said. 
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CLUB 

From page IB 


He said the goal is to have a schedule of events 
and activities in place by May. The new club will fall 
under the umbrella of the existing Hollywood Boys & 
Girls Club branch, chartered by the Boys & Girls Club 


of America in 2004. The Seminole branch officially 
opened its doors in 2005 and boasts an enrollment of 
344 children. 

North said that start up funding has now been se- 
cured through the U.S. Department Office of Justice 
Programs for Ahfachkee to begin the program. He said 
after its completion, this will be the second Native 
American Boys & Girls Club in the state of Florida. 

“I know this is going to be a proven product that 
works,” Ahfachkee School Dean of Students 
Dominique Troadec said. “There are a lot of 
creative activities that have already been suc- 
cessful at the Hollywood Reservation as well 
and they are going to bring that here.” 

North explained that this club also serves 
two other important purposes, encouraging 
healthy lifestyle choices and maintaining a 
physically active lifestyle. 

“I like it because it is supervised and the 
kids have fun,” said Vicki Pratt, mother of Ah- 
fachkee students, Evanne and Ryanne. 

“They loved it in Hollywood and they 
will definitely love it out here,” she added. “It 
always has something different for them to 
do, which is also why I really like it.” 

North emphasized that the Tribe remains 
one of just 1 1 Tribes nationwide to have a 
Tribal school join together with the Boys & 
Girls Club in this type of venture. He said the 
blueprint for the BC plan came from visits 
with the Chippewa Indian Tribe of Wiscon- 
sin. 

Presently there are more than 200 clubs 
established within Native American commu- 
nities nationwide, serving 140,000 Native 
American youth and teens. 

According to its website, seminolebgc. 
org, the mission of the Tribal Boys & Girls 
Club is to assist Seminole youth in the areas 
of self-confidence, self-esteem, native culture 
skills and the ability to grow into productive, 
responsible contributors to society. For more 
information please call (954) 964-5947. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

RickyJoe Alumbaugh concentrates on hitting the ball in the game. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

(L-R) Ahfachkee students Eyanna Billie and Rose Jaramillo, and Ahfachkee School Coordinator Eileen Hager, listen to ideas 
during the kick-off meeting. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

(L-R) Ahfachkee School students Allie Swan, Evanne and Ryanne Pratt receive backpacks, courtesy of Big Cypress Tribal 
Council Rep. David Cypress. 


LITERACY 

From page IB 


Tribal Council Rep. David Cypress and Tribal 
Board Rep. Cicero Osceola also took part in the eve- 
ning and awarded special certificates of appreciation 
from the Ahfachkee School staff and students for their 
continued support of education in the community. Both 
purchased backpacks and MP3 players for the students. 

“Illiteracy is one of the main problems in our 
Tribe,” Rep. Osceola said. “Anything I can continue to 
do to help these kids, I will do to help.” 

He explained that he was also pleasantly surprised 
upon being recognized for his efforts to help the Big 
Cypress community at the event. 

“I was very appreciative for it, but did not expect 
anything,” he pointed out. “We need to do a lot more 
to help our kids.” 

With every grade level represented at the affair, 
teachers set up decorated booths with learning mate- 
rials and door prize give-a-ways as well. Attendees 
also had the chance to leam about the Read Right® 
Program, which is utilized by the school, according to 
Swan. 

According to its website, readright.com, the Read 
Right® methodology for teaching reading was devel- 
oped in 1 99 1 . It implemented reading intervention pro- 
grams in elementary schools, middle schools and high 
schools across the U.S. The program has also taken on 
the challenges of support for at risk students in alterna- 
tive high schools. 

Its unique approach to teaching reading enables 
students with reading problems to improve their read- 
ing skills in a short period of time. The Read Right® 
system of instruction helps integrate knowledge from 
brain research, learning theory, and reading theory and 
is consistently successful in permanently eliminating 
reading problems. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Principal Walt Swan Jr. shows off his new haircut after losing 
the event’s attendance bet. 
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The Trail Seminole Learning Resource Center provides a state-of-the-art education facility for both youth and adult students. 


TRAIL 

From page IB 


once Trail community member Norman Huggins’ con- 
venience store, some 30 years ago, and he said it re- 
mained empty ever since. He said his in-house con- 
struction team, headed up by Jake Keyser, transformed 
the structure into something the entire community will 
benefit from. 

In fact, all the land the Trail offices sit on was do- 
nated to Liaison Osceola by community member Pete 


Osceola Sr. about five years ago so his community could 
have a common area for meetings, social events, and 
other administrative purposes. 

Tutoring at the Trail Seminole Learning Resource 
Center is available Monday-Thursday, and Friday by 
request only. Tutor Coordinator Julissa Collazo can be 
reached at (954) 93 1-1532 to coordinate Friday tutoring 
requests. 

For more information on the Trail Seminole Learn- 
ing Resource Center, please call (305) 553-8245, Ext. 
18714. 



BILLIE 

From page IB 


“I felt something is lacking in some areas of my 
life,” she said. “If I go back to school it will open doors 
in business and to the society.” 

Understandably, her attempt to attend college was a 
rough road in the first few semesters. 

“I didn’t know how to deal with the vast majority of 
people and I didn’t understand the words the professors 
used,” Billie explained. 

With assistance from the school she is attending, 
Edison State College in Southwest Florida, and a tutor 
provided by the Education Dept., she has shown a re- 
markable improvement. Billie made A’s and B’s in her 
tests in reading and writing, and has learned new vo- 
cabulary words. 

“Celeste has shown a different level of commitment 
now compared to when she started,” said her tutor Ja- 
net Marti. “She is very eager to learn and prioritize her 
studies.” 

Given her enthusiasm, Marti thinks Celeste will 
complete her associate’s degree in one and a half years, 
when it normally takes two. 

A large part of it also comes from her determination 
and personal growth. Having to overcome many obsta- 


cles, including an accident in 1998 which left her with 
brain injury, causing memory problems and depression, 
Billie exemplifies the spirit of never giving up. 

For years, she had been battling depression and 
there were days that she said she just did not want to 
do anything. Only when she realized her spirituality did 
she feel better. 

“Re-dedicating my life to Christ and my spiritual 
healing has made me more positive and focused,” Billie 
said. 

A lot of her past negative experiences have been 
part of her journey toward recovery. She now feels good 
about herself, and confident that she can accomplish 
her goal of finishing her associate’s degree, and even 
attaining further degrees. Billie said she ultimately sees 
herself working and helping the Tribe as a counselor or 
a teacher. 

Asked what she thinks about the youth today, Billie 
said she is scared for them due to many temptations in 
the environment. If given a chance to be in a leadership 
position, she said that she would stress to the youth to 
get educated past high school and she would be spend- 
ing a lot of time with the youth and the elders. 

“The Tribe’s unity is important and has to leave the 
conflict issues behind and come together as one,” Billie 
said. 



Higher education student Celeste Billie (R) gets help with her schoolwork from her tutor Janet Marti. 




Fiist American Tobacco Shop 


Drive through tobacco shop 
In business since 1965 

Owned and Operated by 
Joe Dan and Virginia Osceola 
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PEMAYETV EMAHAKV STUDENT HONORS 


Awards for Jan. 20-30, 2009 


Kindergarten 

Mrs. Duncan - Rubie Osceola 
Mrs. Webber - Hyatt Brugh 


Second Grade 
Mrs. Ball - Aiden Tommie 
Mrs. Moss - Kyle Palmisano 


Fourth Grade 

Mrs. Tedders - Samuel Osceola 
Mrs. Williams - Jaden Puente 


First Grade 

Mrs. Davis - Tucker Johns 
Mrs. Ringstaff - Madison Osceola 
Mrs. Hudson - Hunter Howard 


Third Grade 

Mrs. Clements - Joseph Osceola 
Mrs. Pryor - Morgan King 


Fifth Grade 

Mrs. Dobbs - Imillakiyo Osceola 
Mrs. Finney - Dezmon Shore 



Awards for Feb. 2-12, 2009 


Kindergarten 

Mrs. Duncan - Heith Lawrence 
Mrs. Webber - Ryanna Osceola 


Second Grade 
Mrs. Ball - Luzana Venzor 
Mrs. Moss - Andrew Fish 


Fourth Grade 

Mrs. Tedders - Lanie Sedatol 
Mrs. Williams - Jaden Puente 


First Grade 

Mrs. Davis - Dante Thomas 
Mrs. Ringstaff - Nyah Davidson 
Mrs. Hudson - Rubie Osceola 


Third Grade 

Mrs. Clements - Ivess Baker 
Mrs. Pryor - Marquis Fudge 


Fifth Grade 
Mrs. Dobbs - CW Ortiz 
Mrs. Finney — Trista Osceola 




Seminole Tribe of Florida 


3rd Annual Aviation Day 
April 3rd, 2009 


Ahfachkee Tile-Making Contest 
Supports Fight Against Diabetes 





BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The students of Ahfachkee 
School showed their artistic side, while supporting a 
good cause, Feb. 18-19. 

The Tribe’s Allied Health Dept, sponsored a tile 
painting contest in support of diabetes prevention. 

“It was something we could get the whole school 
involved in,” said Tribal citizen and contest co-coordi- 
nator Barbara Billie. “[The students] have remembered 
the purpose of it, for sure. They have come up saying 
they remember things they have been taught especially 
in eating healthy.” 

The contest began in December of last year with 
entries held and collected at the school Diabetes Car- 
nival. The official judging took place in January. The 
winners received a nutritional gift basket courtesy of the 
department. 

Students in grades pre-kindergarten through 12th 
participated in the event, with up to three winners se- 
lected from each class. 

The winners were: Pre-Kindergarten: Harmony Cy- 
press, Charlie Osceola; Kindergarten: Brandi Osceola, 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Twelfth grade tile-painting contest winner, Steven Hannahs. 


Amaya Solano; First grade: Thoya Robbins, Shana Bal- 
entine; Second grade: Alyssa Osceola, Mazzy Robbins; 
Third grade: Jathaniel Brooks, Fourth grade: Darius 
Friday; Fifth grade: Chloe Porter; Sixth grade: Mika 
Lopez; Seventh grade: Echo Wolf; Eighth grade: Alexis 
Aguilar; Ninth grade: Stevie Billie, Ragan Osceola, 
Robin Landin; Tenth grade: Renee Engel, Jose Cisneros 
Jr.; Eleventh grade: Chauncey Osceola; Twelfth grade: 
Steven Hannahs. 

“I am surprised I won, but happy,” said fourth grade 
winner Darius Friday. 

“When [the instructors at the Diabetes Carnival] 
were talking about eating healthy it made me think 
about vegetables and other stuff,” Friday, whose paint- 
ing idea centered on good eating habits, added. 

His teacher, Mr. Garcia, said Friday and the other 
students benefitted from the contest. 

“I think the whole thing was very engaging for the 
students,” he said. “They learned a lot and had fun with 
it.” 


Chris C. Jenkins 

I Second grader Alyssa Osceola displays her winning tile paint- 
ing about diabetes prevention. 


H 


(L-R) Community Health Advocate Barbara Billie shows off the winning tile made by fourth grader Darius Friday. 


Rapper Litefoot Encourages Charter 
School Students to Excel in Life 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Native American rapper Litefoot 
took a break from his Reach the Rez Tour Feb. 19 to 
pay a visit to Pemayetv Emahakv to speak with students 
about a very important issue. 


“I want to encourage you to do some good things in 
your life,” said Litefoot. “Make your family proud, your 
Tribe proud, and your community proud.” 

Students listened as Litefoot told a legend about a 
little boy that didn’t know what he was to do with his 
life in order to help the people in his village. 

Litefoot drew the kids in with his amazing story 
telling and performing abilities. The sto- 
ry went on to tell how the little boy went 
away and finally figured out how to help 
his community only to later be distracted 
by a snake symbolizing evil and drugs. 

“If your heart is telling you it’s not 
right, it’s not right,” Litefoot told the stu- 
dents. 

He explained to the students that 
parents and teachers are trying to teach 
them so they will be able to make the 
right decisions when they get older. 

“If people are telling you some- 
thing, they are because they care for 
you,” Litefoot said. 

Litefoot is no stranger to speaking 
and empowering Native communities. 
He travels across the U.S. and through- 
out Indian Country using his music to 
send positive messages. 

“There’s a lot of negativity and we 
need to send another message,” he said. 
“We need to be proactive and go out into 
the community.” 

Litefoot is a member of the Chero- 
kee Nation and resides in Seattle, Wash. 
He is currently on tour to promote his 
latest album “Relentless Pursuit,” and 
travels in his tour bus that was donated 
by the Seminole Tribe. 

In addition to his successful mu- 
sic career, Litefoot has also starred in 
movies including “The Indian in the 
Cupboard” and “Mortal Kombat: Anni- 
hilation,” as well as the TV series CSI: 
Miami. 



Cherokee hip-hop artist Litefoot speaks to the Charter School students on 
Feb. 19. 
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Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Family Services Dept. Director Helene Buster, Ray Yzaguirre Sr. from the Immokalee Family 
Services Dept. After Care Program, Andy Buster and Immokalee Prevention Program Manager Fred 
Mullins greet partygoers at the Unity in the Community event. 


‘Unity in the Community’ Event 
Promotes Drug-Free Lifestyle 



Recreation and Education Departments, Im- 
mokalee Prevention Program Manager Fred 
Mullins and Ray Yzaguirre Sr. from the Af- 
tercare Program have all climbed on board 
to strive for a drug free community. 

According to Yzaguirre, Unity in the 
Community is an affiliate of the Family 
Services Aftercare Program, and provides 
activities so community members will main- 
tain a drug-free lifestyle. 

“We are creating alternatives to a life- 
style that leads to many forms of abuse that 
individuals bring upon themselves, their 
families and communities,” he said. “Our 
goals include prevention and recovery after- 
care following treatment.” 

Yzaguirre continued: “Total recovery 
requires conforming to a lifestyle commit- 
ment of self-respect, positive goals and 
working to achieve your potential. Volunteer 
work is one phase of the Aftercare Program 
and provides an opportunity for people to 
see how they can make a difference in their 
communities and helps 
them to recognize their self- 
worth.” 

Once the fire is lit, it 
doesn’t take long for com- 
munity members, both 
young and old, to be drawn 
to the flames. The smell of 
hamburgers and hot dogs 
drifts out into the neighbor- 
hood along with the melo- 
dies of Andy Buster and 
Fred Mullins on their gui- 
tars and William Cypress 
with his Native drums and 
rattles. 

Storyteller William 
Cypress set the mood with 
songs in his native tongue 
and intrigued his audience 
with a positive connec- 
tion to their heritage and 
traditions. Inviting group 
participation, the parties 
continued to grow and the 
sounds of music and laugh- 
ter echoed across the lake. 

The evenings weren’t 
complete until the crowd 
had roasted marshmallows 
Judy Weeks and made s’mores over the 
(L-R) Jaila Yzaguirre and grandfather, Ray, sit around the campfire campfire, while planning 
at the Immokalee first-ever Unity in the Community event. their next gathering. 


IMMOKALEE — The Immokalee 
Family Services Dept, has initiated a pro- 
gram called Unity in the Community for 
members of the Immokalee community to 
take a stand against drug and alcohol abuses, 
and to promote wholesome family and cul- 
tural values. 

A pit for the Community Camp Fire was 
constructed beside the lake and its welcom- 
ing blaze drew people of all ages for gather- 
ings on Jan. 9 and Feb. 13. 

A simple concept, Unity in the Commu- 
nity continues to grow in popularity under 
the coordinated efforts of Family Services 
Dept. Director Helene Buster and others. 

“Hanging out doesn’t have to be on a 
street comer, in a bar or gang,” she said. “It 
can be a wholesome social activity such as 
the community fire. You don’t have to be 
high to enjoy yourself and the companion- 
ship of others.” 

In addition Buster’s husband, Andy, 
staff from the Immokalee Seminole Ranch, 


Preparing for Mosquito Season 


BY AVA JOHN & DOUG WILSON 

Environmental Health Program 

With the spring season, come mosqui- 
toes. In addition to being a nuisance and 
causing severe reactions to bites in some 
people, mosquitoes can also transmit dis- 
eases including malaria and Dengue in hu- 
mans, equine encephalomyelitis in horses, 
heartworm disease in dogs and cats, and 
West Nile vims in many species. 

Throughout the years, Florida has con- 
firmed several mosquito-bome disease out- 
breaks like St. Louis encephalitis, Dengue, 
malaria and dog heartworm. However, since 
1959, St. Louis encephalitis has become 
the most common mosquito-bome disease 
found in humans in Florida. The vims cy- 
cles between birds and the Culex mosquito, 
which breed in stagnant water. 

While stagnant water is where most 
mosquitoes lay their eggs, it is the adult 
mosquito that carries the encephalitis vims 
away from the water. Only in very rare cas- 
es is the St. Louis encephalitis vims passed 
from infected females to their eggs. This is 
why it is important to maintain yards to help 
reduce the number of adult mosquitoes, 
which may be carrying the vims. 

Here are some simple tips to help re- 
duce the number of mosquitoes resting in 
your yard. 

Lawn: Mosquitoes like to rest in tall 
grass. Keep your grass cut short. 

Trees/Hedges/Bushes: Keep your tree 
branches, hedges and bushes trimmed from 
a ground level to a height of 12 inches. The 
more shade you have, the more mosquitoes 


will be attracted to rest in your yard. 

Tire Swing: Drill drainage holes in the 
bottom of tire swings to eliminate standing 
water that serves as an excellent mosquito 
breeding habitat. 

Kiddie Pool: Empty it, clean it, and 
store it when not in use. Standing water can 
become stagnant and produce an optimum 
mosquito breeding site. 

Sand Box: Make sure sand box toys are 
not flooded and left for long periods of time. 
A pail or push toy full of water is a potential 
breeding site for mosquitoes. 

Litter: Remove litter from your yard. 
Mosquitoes can lay eggs virtually anywhere 
- including discarded wrappers, cans, and 
bottles. 

Bird Bath: If you have a bird bath, flush 
it at least once a week to avoid stagnant, 
nutrient-rich water - a mosquito’s favorite 
breeding ground. 

Rain Gutters: Don’t forget to clean out 
your rain gutters - debris can reduce flow, 
creating a mosquito haven. 

Sun: Try to have lots of open space in 
your yard. Mosquitoes don’t like direct sun- 
light. The more sun in your yard, the better 
the chances are for minimizing mosquito 
activity. 

Rain Barrel: Empty rain barrels once a 
week. Standing water is an ideal breeding 
site for mosquitoes. 

Pool: Treat pools with bleach, which 
kills off mosquito larvae. 

The Mosquito Control Program re- 
quests those with questions please call the 
Health Dept, at (954) 965-1300 for informa- 
tion. 


NATIVE BOOK REVIEW 


BY RAMONA KIYOSHK 


[Editor’s Note: Ramona Kiyoshk is a 
freelance writer and member of the Ojibway 
First Nation of Walpole Island, Ontario. The 
opinions she expresses are her own. She can 
be reached at satin.moccasins@gmail.com.] 

Betty Mae Tiger Jumper is indeed a leg- 
end in her own time. The “Jumper” was add- 
ed at age 24 when she married Moses Jump- 
er, a childhood friend. The venerable lady, 
in her eighties, is still active in the work she 
loves best — helping her Seminole people 
to a good life — and by her own example, 
showing them what is possible. 

Her story, documented in the book “A 
Seminole Legend: The Life of Betty Mae Ti- 
ger Jumper,” reads like a contrived script for 
the silver screen, but this is a case where fic- 
tion pales beside real life. No writer, regard- 
less of talent, could have come up with this 
saga of survival against all odds: from Tribal 
outcast to healer, leader and national icon. 

Betty Mae Tiger was bom in the Ever- 
glades, when Okeechobee was 
still the Big Lake and Indian- 
town was a tiny settlement in 
the wilderness, home to a few 
Indian, white and Spanish fami- 
lies and a stopover for trappers 
and traders. 

The Seminoles were an in- 
sular people then. Still recover- 
ing from years of war and hard- 
ship, they shunned the white 
perpetrators and held the Euro- 
pean culture and lifestyle in con- 
tempt. Their adamant resistance, 
after three costly battles over a 
40 year period, forced the U.S. 

Army to withdraw in frustration. 

Very few Seminoles were 
coerced into the long march to 
Oklahoma in what was termed 
the Great Removal, Andrew 
Jackson’s solution to the Indian 
problem. 

The small band of surviving 
Florida Seminoles, less than a 
thousand, guarded their freedom 
tenaciously, ever suspicious 
of outsiders, especially white 
people. Miscegenation was a 
crime punishable by death. On 
April 27, 1923, Ada Tiger, of the 
Snake Clan, living in the Semi- 
nole camp in Indiantown, gave 
birth to a baby girl whose father 
was a French trapper. The child 
was named Elizabeth after the 
white woman, Sis (Elizabeth) 

Savage, who helped deliver her. 

Betty’s father was driven 
off and the Seminole medicine 
men and elders plotted to put the 
half-breed child to death. Half- 
white children were drowned 
or suffocated by filling their 
mouths with sand. Sometimes 
a child was left out in a field 
where no one could hear its 
cries. Fortunately for baby Bet- 
ty, her grandfather had convert- 
ed to Christianity and he tried to 
protect the child and her mother. 

Still, the baby was in danger of being seized 
and killed. 

Betty’s uncle took her to live with Fan- 
nie Savage, the sister of the midwife. Fannie 
was expecting a child and wet-nursed Betty 
until she could be with her own mother in a 
safe place. 

“I don’t know what my family would 
have done without the Savage family in 
those days,” Betty writes in the memoir. 
“Before me, all half-breed kids were killed 
as soon as they were bom. None were as 
lucky as I, being bom into a family that had 
received Christ.” 

Just two and a half years later, Betty’s 
brother, Howard, also half-white, was bom. 
After a confrontation that resulted in gun- 
fire and the arrest of Betty’s grandfather, 


the family decided they would move to the political office. 


new federal reservation at Dania, now called Betty Mae would have to overcome 


Hollywood. Betty writes about the move in many barriers. Her own grandmother was 


her book. 


against her going off to the Indian board- 


A big truck took her grandfather and ing school to get an education. Reading and 
their belongings and pets. The women and writing was the white man’s way, they said, 


children followed on the train. When they as was speaking English and worshiping as 
reached the station in Dania, they set off on a Christian. 


foot in the heat and dust, loaded down with 
bundles. 


In the community, the Indian kids os- 
tracized her and her brother. The white kids 


In their new home, the children were who came in contact with the reservation 
no longer in danger of being killed, but as kids called them “dirty Indians” and threw 


half-breeds in a Christian family; they were rocks at them. They were not allowed to at- 
still the targets of prejudice and scorn in the tend the schools in the white community, and 


often were forced to use the back doors of 


Very few people lived at Dania in the restaurants and stores, reserved for blacks, 
beginning. Traditional Seminoles viewed Still Betty Mae would not be discouraged. 


any accommodating gesture by the govern- She finished high school, got her 


ment as a trap and many refused to move nurse’s training and went to work with the 


their families to the federal reservation. 


Seminoles, visiting the remote communi- 


It was mainly poverty, brought about ties. Her stories about riding around South 
by the Great Depression and Second World Florida in an ancient Ford Model T, to help 



the sick, injured and to deliver 
babies are funny and sad. Betty 
drove to the far-flung Seminole 
communities with Miss Esther 
Drury, the public health nurse, 
who “was scared to death of In- 
dians.” 

They had to change tires, 
coax a dead engine to life and 
often ended up sleeping in a 
disabled vehicle in the middle 
of nowhere. They would joke 
about their choice of work when 
they could be in a cozy job in a 
hospital in town. 

Often they were chased 
away from the villages and 
camps by gun-brandishing Sem- 
inoles who insisted they had 
their own medicine men. They 
battled superstition, witchcraft 
and mistrust, still they perse- 
vered. Betty Mae Jumper would 
one day become known by the 
Seminoles as Doctor Lady. 

In 1946, Betty Mae mar- 
ried Moses Jumper. They would 
have three children. In the 1940s 
and 1950s, Florida Indians were 
involved heavily in tourism, liv- 
ing in theme parks, where the 
public would pay to see them 
going about their everyday ac- 
tivities. Alligator wrestling was 
added to the attractions. Mo- 
ses Jumper was a star alligator 
wrestler, often earning more 
than $100 a day in tips. 

Betty Mae’s other accom- 
plishments included creating the 
first Tribal newspaper, the fore- 
runner to the Seminole Tribune, 
getting elected as the first chair- 
woman of the Seminole Tribe, 
heading the Seminole Com- 
munications Dept., and receiv- 
ing an honorary doctorate from 
Florida State University. 

President Richard Nixon 
appointed her to a two-year 
term on the National Indian Op- 
War, that made more families choose to relo- portunity Council. As well, Betty Mae has 
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The Life ol Betty Mae Tiger Jumper 
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Seminole Legend: The Life of Betty Mae Tiger Jumper 
By Betty Mae Tiger Jumper and Patsy West 
Hard cover; 199 pages 
University of Florida Press, 2001 


cate and reluctantly take work as field hands authored three books, made recordings of 
and laborers. A craft industry sprang up Seminole legends and history and continues 


when the women learned that tourists would to work toward the betterment of her people. 


buy souvenirs. 

The tension between the traditional 


She is a strong disciple of Christ. It was Bet- 
ty Mae who insisted the Tribal flag include 


Seminoles who clung to their old ways and the words “In God We Trust.” 


the new Christian converts continued. Betty This book is recommended reading. A 


Mae Jumper had by then become a commit- single review cannot do it justice. It is a true 
ted Christian, finding peace and safety in her story filled with hair-raising escapes, color- 


ful adventures, in a sweeping landscape of 


Years ahead of her time in her thinking, a people and a place that transcends time, 
she saw value in both Seminole tradition and history and imagination. 


in the Christian way of life. She would strive For more about Betty Mae Tiger Jump- 


to meld the two paths as she set out on a life er, visit www.seminoletribe.com/bettymae/ 
plan that included getting an education, be- index.shtml. Jumper’s books are available 


coming a nurse to deliver health care to the on the Seminole Marketplace at www.semi- 
remote areas, and finally getting elected to noletribe.com/marketplace. 


Betty Mae Jumper credits Christianity 
with saving her life. She may be right. It was 
her “Christianized” grandfather who pro- 
tected her from Tribal elders and medicine 
men when she, a half-breed baby, was bom 
in the Everglades in 1923. 

This book, illustrated with black and 
white drawings, is aimed at young read- 
ers. It tells the story of how Christianity 
was brought to the Seminoles by an Indian 
preacher from Oklahoma whose grandmoth- 
er traveled the Trail of Tears. The year was 
1900 and attempts to convert the Seminoles 
met with resistance and sometimes violence. 
However, the visiting Reverend Martin Goat 
was patient. 

Betty Mae’s family was among the first 
Seminoles to move to the new federal res- 
ervation in Dania, now called Hollywood. 
Soon, more visitors from Oklahoma arrived 
in Dania to start a church. 

In the summer of 1936, when Betty 
Mae was 13, she became a Christian. A trip 
to Oklahoma that summer with the visiting 
evangelists made her realize how learning to 
read could change her life. 

Betty Mae’s great-uncle, the renowned 
Medicine Man Jimmy Gopher was bap- 
tized, despite disapproval from his peers. 
At Dania, Gopher met up with his boyhood 
buddy, Willie Jumper. The little church in 
Dania did not always have a preacher. 

Gopher and Jumper, both devout Chris- 
tians, took care of the church, holding ser- 
vices, while waiting for the people in Okla- 
homa to send a real minister. Both men 
would age and pass away before one would 
arrive. 

This book, which could also be a color- 
ing book, is crammed with history and lore. 
A vibrant cast of characters is set against a 
changing background, as various Christian 
denominations traveled to Florida to Chris- 
tianize the Seminoles. 

They were successful, as several men 
enrolled as ministerial students at the Flor- 
ida Baptist Institute. 

For more about Betty Mae Tiger Jump- 
er, visit www.seminoletribe.com/bettymae/ 
index.shtml. Jumper’s books are available 
on the Seminole Marketplace at www.semi- 
noletribe.com/marketplace 



...And With the Wagon Came God’s Word 
By Betty Mae Tiger Jumper 
For Young Readers 

Seminole Tribe of Florida Communication’s Dept., 2000 
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Chris C. Jenkins 

(L-R) BC Board Rep. Cicero Osceola, Fitness Dome staff member Gina Allardyce, President Richard Bowers Jr., Fitness Dome staff member Luis Gutierrez, Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress and BC Tribal Council Rep. David Cypress at the ribbon cutting and grand opening ceremony of the Big Cypress Fitness Dome. 


Community Celebrates Grand Opening of Fitness Dome 

Facility Will Offer Fitness Programs, Classes to Big Cypress Community 


BY CHRIS C. JENK INS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — A fitness event three years 
in the making took place on March 4 as Tribal rep- 
resentatives, Big Cypress community members and 
invited guests gathered for the unveiling and ribbon 
cutting ceremony of the Big Cypress Fitness Dome 
facility. 

Classes at the new center will be tailored to in- 


crease health and fitness within the area. 

“I remember a long time ago we did not have 
things like this so it shows you that the Tribe has 
come a long ways,” BC Board Rep. Cicero Osceola 
said. “I hope everyone enjoys it.” 

Equipped with gymnastic and martial arts equip- 
ment, the dome will serve multiple purposes, Youth 
Fitness Coordinator Gina Allardyce explained. 

“We want to run a really great program and have 
a lot of kids come through here,” she said. “Having 


this facility is fun whether a person is competing or 
not.” 

Gymnastics classes started on March 9, while 
martial arts began on March 12. 

The weekly schedule of events will cater to 
both youth and adult activities. Regularly scheduled 
Monday through Friday activities will include Par- 
ent and Me Programs, an On My Own Program, both 
individual and joint adults, boys and girls programs, 
a preschool program, as well as Youth Field Days 
and Senior Get Fit Days. Hours and times will vary. 

“It does not matter what you are into, it is here, 
and you have no excuse now not to come,” BC Trib- 
al Council Rep. David Cypress said. 

Allardyce added that part of her goal with the 
facility is to increase the overall health of the com- 
munity. Chairman Mitchell Cypress and Ft. Pierce 
Liaison S.R. Tommie also encouraged those in atten- 
dance to improve their health through fitness, with 
Liaison Tommie saying she hopes the facility “will 
be a part of your everyday life.” 

Chairman Cypress agreed. 

“Fitness is for everybody; it has always been a 
part of the Seminole Tribe,” he said. “We just needed 
to get it together and do it.” 

Tribal mother Toi Andrews said daughter, Dayra 
Koenes, will definitely take advantage of the facility, 
especially since it is located so close to home in BC. 

“I think it is a great idea,” Andrews said. “To 
actually have my kids into something like this in our 
backyard is just great.” 

According to the American Council on Exercise 
one in five children in the U.S. are overweight and 
about 15 percent of children and adolescents ages 
6-19 are seriously overweight. The percentage of 
children and adolescents who are defined as over- 
weight has also nearly tripled since the early 1970s. 

For registration information please call Denise 
Masak at (954) 445-1274 or for more information 
about the Big Cypress Fitness Dome call Gina Al- 
lardyce at (954) 989-9457, Ext. 12416 or at (954) 
605-8909. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


The Seminole Warriors cheerleaders show their spirit as they perform a routine for audience members to commemo- 
rate the Fitness Dome opening on March 4. 


Lady Eagles Make it to FHSAA State Semifinals 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

LAKELAND Fla. — The Hollywood 
Christian Academy Lady Eagles girl’s bas- 
ketball team traveled to the Lakeland Center 
to compete for the Florida High School Ath- 
letic Association (FHSAA) state title on Feb 
26. Aimee Osceola, Maleah Issac and Ariah 
Osceola represented the Tribe on the team. 

Although they were not victorious, they 
played as a team and made it to the semifi- 
nals. The team was the only 2A team that 
made it back to the top four from their dis- 
trict for the FSHAA semifinals for the sec- 
ond consecutive year. 

Assistant Coach Marl Osceola said they 
had a successful great season overall. He 
also added that everyone on the team had a 
specific job, whether to score, defend or as- 
sist the team to succeed. 

“The girls work together as a team,” 
Osceola said. “They can’t win with only one 
person.” 

Osceola said the girls on the team have 
a lot of potential and as long as they keep 
working hard they can achieve whatever 
they want. He encourages the youth to fulfill 
their dreams and take the chances and op- 
portunities that they are given. 

“I hope to see the girls attend college 
and even play in the WNBA in the future.” 


he said. 

During a typical day, the girls would at- 
tend school during the day and practice in 
the afternoon. During their summer break, 
the girls typically put in more time for prac- 
tice for tournaments they participated in 
through the Tribe’s basketball teams. 

Coach Osceola said in some cases, they 
played in two or three games a day. 

Ariah Osceola, daughter of Marl and 
Francine Osceola, has been playing basket- 
ball since about the age of 8. In April 2008 
she was named All-Broward County Class 
1A-3A by The Miami Herald newspaper. 

This was an honor of which only a handful 
of middle school students were chosen from 
participating in various sports. 

She is currently a freshman at Holly- 
wood Christian Academy. She plays as a 
guard, and this season averaged 15.8 points 
per game. 

In May of last year, the Below the 
Rim Hollywood basketball team, which 
had several players from the Lady Eagles 
team, participated in the Amateur Athletic 
Union Spring Fling 2 in Orlando. There, 
they emerged victorious, taking home the 
championship title. They then went on to 
the Vision Sports National Youth Basketball 
Championships in Las Vegas in July, and 
also came back with a championship title. Aimee Osceola shoots and scores at the FHSAA state semifinals on Feb. 26. 
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Tribal Citizens 
Compete in Gasparilla 
Sporting Events 

BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Writer 

Raevin Frank, Carson Knaby and Cathy Cypress trav- 
eled to Florida’s west coast to take part in Gasparilla sport- 
ing events the weekend of Feb. 27-28. 

Frank, 11, and Knaby, 10, joined more than 3,000 fel- 
low athletes who rolled and tumbled their way to one of the 
largest gymnastics meets in the U.S. The two competed on 
Feb. 27 in the 21st annual Gasparilla Gymnastics Classic, 
held at Tropicana Field in St. Petersburg. 

Both girls had an amazing finish, with Frank placing 
sixth all-around and Knaby finishing eighth all-around in 
their USA Gymnastics Level 4 division. 

The teammates traveled from Hollywood to represent 
Park Avenue Gymnastics in Cooper City, Fla., where they 
each train three days a week. 

“They work very hard when they are in the gym,” said 
Coach Brett Wargo. “It never seems like a job for them.” 

The girls competed in four events: vault, uneven bars, 
balance beam and floor exercises. 

Frank scored a 9.425 on the vault, giving her a second 
place finish in that event. 

Knaby made an impressive comeback on the bars after 
not competing in the event for half the season. She kept fo- 
cus and completed the routine, which she learned just days 
before. 

“Carson has made a lot of improvement on the bars,” 
said Wargo. “She has struggled, but has continued to work 
hard.” 


Please see GASPARILLA on page 4C 


Eastern Indian Rodeo 
Held in Conjunction 
With Field Day 

BY JUD Y WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BRIGHTON — The Eastern Indian Rodeo Associa- 
tion (EIRA) hosted its 2009 Brighton Field Day Rodeo on 
the evening of Feb. 19 at the Fred Smith Rodeo Arena. 

“The Brighton Field Day Festival is in its 71st year 
and rodeo has become a major part of the celebration,” said 
Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Roger Smith. “Cattle were in- 
troduced to Brighton over 75 years ago and have become an 
important part of our economy. Like many in our commu- 
nity, my family raised beef and supported the rodeo activi- 
ties that evolved from ranch life.” 

Fifteen little Mutton Busters, decked out in their color- 
ful chaps, vests and helmets, won the hearts of the audi- 
ence as they exited the chutes on their wooly mounts. Bull 
fighters, clowns, arena stewards and parents awaited their 
explosive entry into the arena to rescue the young riders 
from peril when they landed in the clay. 

Tightly gripping a handful of curly hair, Myron Billie 
managed a 7.16 second ride for first place. Hot on his heels 
to place were Amaya Shenandoah and Norman Osceola. 

Pony Rider Jobe Johns had tough luck when his mount 
balked upon leaving the chute. This misfortune granted him 
a re-ride option. Snapping up the opportunity, Johns took 
first place with 5 1 points on his re-run. 

Frank Huff’s paint catapulted him through the air, but 
not before he earned 49 points for a second place win. Tak- 
ing third, Mark Holmes scared everyone when his hand be- 
came entangled in the rigging and he was dragged a short 
distance. The bull fighters cornered the pony, giving Hol- 
mes a chance to break free. 

Calf Rider Rayven King drew a cream colored bomb- 
shell for a wild ride, but it didn’t keep him from beating 
the clock for a 40 point first place. The next longest rides 
went to A. J. Tigertail and Drayton Billie. Jobe Johns somer- 

Please see EIRA on page 2C 


SKATERS Nation Opens 
X Park for Community 

BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — Seminole Kids Advancing Tribal 
Extreme Recreation for a Sober (SKATERS) Nation origi- 
nated in mid-2008 as a character building athletic club un- 
der the supervision of the Family Services Dept. Prevention 
Program and the Immokalee Recreation Dept. 

Family Services Dept. Prevention Advocate Fred Mul- 
lins and Immokalee Recreation Dept. Director Johnny 
Boone coordinated their efforts to facilitate the final steps 
necessary in opening the previously constructed skateboard 
park to be known as the X Park. 

Skateboarding is currently one of the fastest growing 
sports in the U.S. During the past few years, skateboard- 
ing has also become very popular with the Native American 
communities, which have been organizing intertribal com- 
petitions. 

The 2008 Gathering of Nations, the largest pow-wow 
in the nation, hosted a Native American skate jam with en- 
trants from all across the North America competing. 

SKATERS held their first meeting in Immokalee just 
before the first of the year. Establishing an assessment pe- 
riod, Mullins and Boone created a set of rules and regula- 
tions to apply to all age groups and held safety classes for 
the participants. 

Skateboarding professional Frankie Leon, known 
throughout Florida as “The Dirt King,” or simply, “Dirt” 
provided his experience in setting up a program that would 
benefit as many youngsters as possible. Holding several 
clinics and exhibitions, Dirt explained how to create a safe 
sporting atmosphere. Working with individuals and groups, 
the skate master encouraged participation at all age levels. 

Ten sets of skateboard components were ordered in 
mid-January so the children could construct their own 
boards. This order only lasted for the first class, and another 
set of 20 kits quickly followed. 

Please see SKATERS on page 4C 
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RODEO 


EIRA 

From page 1C 


saulted to the ground in fourth position. 

Andre Jumper had a Steer Rider’s nightmare when 
his beast threw itself to the ground and rolled over on 
him. Breaking free, Jumper went back 
into the chute and took first place with 
5 lpoints on a re-ride. Rayven Smith’s 
46 points for second place came hard, 
but he exited the arena with a big 
smile. 

Junior Bull Rider William 
Bearden earned 60 points on a black 
and white speckled monster that spun 
like a top as he raced the clock. Billy 
Foley and Josh Johns were hot on his 
heels until Jamie Gonzales slid into 
second place, dropping them back in 
the lineup. 

The Junior Barrel Racers com- 
peted in three age appropriate catego- 
ries, however, this doesn’t define their 
skills. Some of these youngsters have 
been competing for a long time and 
began their careers on lead line while 
only 4 years old. Others didn’t start 
until they reached age 10 or 12. 

Dayra Koenes, Brighton Bauman, 

Budah Jumper and Canaan Jumper 
came up through these ranks and are 
now vying for the winning places 
in the 4-8 age category, as they fly 
through the barrel patterns on their own. 

In the 9-12 Barrels bracket, riders like Ahnie Jump- 
er, Calgary Johns and Kelton Smedley achieved 16 and 
17 second runs that are the envy of some of the adults. 
Winners in the 13-18 age division were determined in 
part by the penalties for knocking over barrels. 

Separated only by fractions of a second, this group 
achieved awesome scores with a final outcome of Ace- 
lynn Youngblood, Ravenne Osceola, Ashley Parks and 
Ragan Osceola Tigertail. 


Andre Jumper was robbed of a first place win in the 
Junior Breakaway when his steer was lassoed but ran 
through the loop to freedom. This created an opening 
for Josh Johns with his exceptional 4.7 second run for 
first. He was followed by Dalton Boney with 5.7 and 
Kelton Smedley with a time of 9.11 seconds. 

Due to the high volume of Junior entries, the EIRA 
Sanctioned Events got a late start. Moses “Bigg” Jump- 
er Jr. was impressed with the number of young riders. 

“Rodeo is a part of Seminole tradition and anytime 
is a good time to rodeo,” he said. “Many of the contend- 
ers that you see this evening began their 
careers in the juniors and before long 
you will see the youngsters work their 
way into the adult lineup.” 

In the opening event, Junior Bare- 
back Riders Andrew Holmes and Wil- 
liam Bearden tied for first place with 58 
points. Following the customary pro- 
cedure for ties, first and second place 
winnings were totaled and then divided 
equally between the recipients. Joe 
Wilson, Shilo Amiotte and Brighton’s 
Jacoby Johns garnered the high scores 
in the adult division. 

First place Saddle Bronc win- 
ner Kaden Deal didn’t see the last of 
his ride until he was bucked over the 
pickup rider’s horse upon dismount- 
ing. Ivan Bruised Head and Jess Collif- 
lower tied for second and Tuck Johnson 
brought in a close third. 

Steer Wrestler Scott Many Gray 
Horses needed only 7.5 seconds to take 


first place during the main event. However, Grey Wolf 
Herrera pushed him back to second during the running 
of the slack at the end of the night with a 5.3 run. Brent 
Belkaham finished third. 

Hilliard Gopher’s fast time of 14.4 in the Calf Rop- 
ing turned into a heart breaker when the buzzer indicat- 
ed a broken barrier and added a 10 second penalty. Josh 


Jumper took first with a clean 16.1 and Ivan Bruised 
Head squeaked into second with a time of 1 1 flat, plus 
10 for the barrier. 

Incredibly, there was a three way first place tie 
in the Ladies Breakaway between Lizzie Dixey, Trina 
Bowers and Taylor Johns, all scoring 4. 1 seconds. They 
filled all the winning slots by splitting first through third 
awards. 

With a 60 second time limit, EIRA Vice President 
Paul Bowers Sr. needed only 17.4 seconds to become 
the winner of the Breakaway Leg- 
ends Roping. 

A total of 29 teams competed in 
the Team Roping event with broth- 
ers Josh and Naha Jumper setting 
the bar at 6.7 seconds at the very 
beginning. Greg Lewis and Shawn 
Fisher slid into second and the re- 
mainder of the lineup fluctuated 
back and forth during the slack for 
the next four places. 

The final tally included Marvin 
Bowers/Hilliard Gopher, Jess Col- 
liflower/Shawn John, Ivan Bruised 
Head/Wilse Bruised Head and A1 
Tigertail/Brent Belkaham. 

Ladies Barrel Racers competed 
with the Bull Riders for the most 
dangerous sport of the evening. Rei- 
sha Doctor was temporarily knocked 
unconscious when she went off her 
horse on the home stretch. Marilee 
Johns flew head first into the arena 
floor as she came off the third bar- 
rel. Fortunately, both women suf- 
fered no permanent injuries and plan 
to ride again. 

With 20 contestants racing 
through the pattern, the winning 
times were tabulated within thousandths of a second, 
ranging from 16 to 16.495. The final analysis included 
Shelby DeHass, Boogie Jumper, Loretta Peterson and 
Leanna Billie. 

Teenager Seth Randolph stole the show in the Bull 
Riding when he accomplished a remarkable 82 point 
score. 

Randolph began his career on sheep in the Junior 
Rodeo and has worked his way to the top. Past Champi- 
ons Badger Black, Greg Lewis and Justin Gopher con- 
gratulated their new competitor. 



Judy Weeks 


No longer on lead line, Araya Youngblood completed a perfect barrel pattern in 
81.804 seconds. 




Following a family tradition, Clarissa Bowers starts her son, Kaleb, out on lead line 
in the 4-8 age division Barrels event. 
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Competitor Jason Morgan rides Seminole Wind during the PRCA Rodeo, held Feb. 20-22, in conjunction with Field Days. 


Cowboys Give Their All at PRCA Field Days Rodeo 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Cowboys from all across the 
country joined in Brighton’s Field Day festivities as 
they participated in the Professional Rodeo Cowboy As- 
sociation (PRCA) rodeo, held the weekend of Feb. 20- 
22, at the Fred Smith Rodeo Arena. 

The rodeo consisted of eight events with each night 
featuring different riders. It was anyone’s competition 
with the cowboys only having one shot to make their 
mark and take the lead. 

Bareback riders were the first out of the gate. Many 
drew rough rides with difficulty staying on for the full 8 
seconds. Jake Brown from Hillsboro, Texas rode like a 
pro on Klein Brothers Pro Rodeo’s Plain Jane scoring an 
82 and taking first place. Bee Jay Scott from Otley, Iowa 
fell short by two points, and took second. 

Juan Alcazar of Saint Cloud, Fla. wrestled his steer 
to the ground right out of the box. He finished in an im- 
pressive 4.4 seconds claiming his spot at the top of the 
leader board for the rodeo and giving him third ranking 
in the Southeastern Circuit Standings. 

Shane Hanchey of Sulphur, La. showed why he is 
ranked first in the Southeastern Circuit Standings when 
he claimed the first place spot in Tie-Down Roping with 
a time of 8 seconds. Derrick Traylor from Eustis, Fla. 
took second place, just 1 second behind Hanchey. 

Cowboy Jesse Kruse of Great Falls, Mont, owned 
the Saddle Bronc Riding competition, being the only 
rider to score in the 80s. Kruse got a score of 81 on Five 
Star Rodeo’s Tiny, giving him the rodeo title and a fifth 
place ranking in the PRCA world standings. 

The steers put up a great challenge for headers 
and heelers in the team roping event. Header Bradley 
Massey of Perry, Fla. and Heeler Justin Johnson of Live 
Oak, Fla. were up for the challenge when they roped 
their steer in 5.5 seconds, earning first place. Cory Kidd 
of Charlotte, N.C. and Adam Plyler of Pageland, S.C. 


snagged second place with a time of 5.6 seconds. 

The ladies made a name for themselves during the 
barrel race competition of the rodeo, especially when 
Joanna Parker raced her way to first place with a time 
of 15:06. 

Every night the crowd anxiously awaited the favor- 
ite event of every rodeo - bull riding. Bull rider Wayne 
Hontz Jr. from Orlando was definitely worth the wait 
and didn’t disappoint. Riding on Five Star Rodeo’s 
#559, he held on for 8 seconds and took the competition 
by six points with a score of 85. 

Hontz is currently ranked fifth in the Southeastern 
Circuit Standings. 



Rachel Buxton 


Brandon Holmes of Livingston, Ala. ranks 36 in the 
world standing for bareback riding. 
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Rachel Buxton 


Raevin Frank finishes the season with a 9.075 for the floor 
exercise event. 



Rachel Buxton 


Carson Knaby performs her routine on the uneven bars. She 
scored an 8.5 in the event. 



GASPARILLA 

From page 1C 


Frank and Knaby both shined in the floor exercise 
portion of the competition with second and third place 


finishes, respectively. 

The Gasparilla Gymnastics Classic was the final 
event of the sport’s season. However, these girls won’t 
be taking a break from the gym or their training any 
time soon. 

“I’m still going to go to practice,” said Knaby. 

This summer, Frank will be attending a 
gymnastics camp in Pennsylvania, taught by 
Olympic gymnasts, which she said she hopes 
to be one day. 

Cathy Cypress of the Big Cypress Reser- 
vation made her way in the wee hours of the 
morning Feb. 28 to run amongst thousands in 
the 2009 Publix Super Markets Gasparilla Dis- 
tance Classic, held in Tampa. 

Cypress ran in her first 15K, or 9.3 mile, 
marathon and came in with a time of 1:19:14. 

“It was pretty easy,” Cypress said. “I just 
concentrated on having long strides and keep- 
ing my pace and listened to my music.” 

Cypress is an avid runner and can usually 
be found running along Snake Road or train- 
ing in the gym in the early morning hours. 

“I’m a morning person,” Cypress said. “I 
have four kids so I get them up and out of the 
house and then I get out.” 

Cypress began running at the age of 16, 
primarily for health reasons. 

“It began for weight loss and then I ended 
up liking it,” Cypress said. 

In January, Cypress competed in the ING 
Miami Marathon, where she ran a 13.1 mile 
half marathon. She said it was the furthest she 
had ever run in competition at the time. 

Running has become second nature for 
Cypress. She has her next marathon already 
lined up, a 12K in St. Petersburg, Fla. 

“They have those stickers that say ‘Run- 
ning is cheaper than therapy,”’ she joked. “It’s 
true; running helps.” 


Rachel Buxton 

Cathy Cypress crosses the finish line with a time of 1:19:14, beating her 
goal of 1:30 by almost 10 seconds. 


SKATERS 

From page 1C 


The project included maple boards, 
surfacing materials, pro trucks, precision 
bearings and poly wheels. Using permanent 
art supplies, the kids decorated the bottom 
of their boards after constructing them, giv- 
ing each a personal touch. 

Safety is a paramount issue and all of 
the youngsters can quickly recite the rules 
upon request. Helmets in a variety of sizes 
are available from a storage area construct- 
ed beneath the ramps and racks support the 
boards in between usage. 

The park is surrounded by security 
fencing and closely supervised by Recre- 
ation Dept, personnel whenever open for 
activities. 




Judy Weeks Judy Weeks 

Christopher Briscoll lays out horizontal as he Billy Walker has perfect balance as he shoots the half pipe on his new 
flies off the ramp. board. 



Judy Weeks 

Family Services Dept. Prevention Advocate Fred Mullins (C) watches as (L-R) Jon Jimmie, Troy Cantu, Jillian Rodriguez and 
Crystal Garcia complete three new skateboards. 
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Exercise Promoted at Monthly Preschool Physical Fitness Day Event 


BY SHELLEY MARMOR 
Assistant Editor 

HOLLYWOOD Once a month for 
about the last two years, Youth Fitness Co- 
ordinator Gina Allardyce and other mem- 
bers of the Fitness Dept, lead the Tribal pre- 
schoolers in various activities during the Get 
Fit Field Day events. 



Shelley Marmor 


Natasha Perez of the Fitness Dept, stretches 
with the preschoolers before they begin their 
activities. 


About 90 children from the Hollywood 
Preschool attended their event Feb. 25 on 
the ball field. 

Students in the 1-, 2-, 3- and 4-year-old 
classes rotated through four stations, circuit 
training, a ball toss, a soccer/relay race sta- 
tion, and a station where they pushed around 
a large, inflatable ball, to get in their exer- 
cise for the day. The infant class was also 
on-hand to watch the activities from their 
strollers. 

“We want to promote fitness and exer- 
cise in young people so it gets instilled in 
them at a young age and they stay involved,” 
said Allardyce, who coordinates the Get Fit 
Field Day events. 

Allardyce said the activities promote 
hand/eye/foot coordination and other impor- 
tant skills in early childhood development. 

She said once a month the Fitness Dept, 
hosts similar Get Fit Field Day events on 
each reservation, but said they do switch up 
the activities to keep the youngsters interest- 
ed. The department also regularly hosts Get 
Fit Field Day event for the Tribal seniors on 
all reservations. 

“I started Field Days five years ago 
with Hollywood Rec.,” said Allardyce of the 
event that only used to take place in Holly- 
wood. “Then when I joined Fitness [Dept.], 
we made it Tribal-wide.” 

Jay Garland, Natasha Perez, Kenny 
Bayon, Neil Prager and Tracey De La Rosa, 
all of the Fitness Dept., assisted the pre- 
schoolers as they rotated through each sta- 
tion. 


In addition, the Fitness Dept, has gym- 
nastics, martial arts and kickboxing pro- 
grams on various reservations. 

For more information about the Get 
Fit Field Day, please call Gina Allardyce at 
(954) 989-9457, Ext. 12416 or at (954) 605- 
8909. 



Shelley Marmor 


Youth Fitness Coordinator Gina Allardyce leads 
the preschoolers in a warm-up stretch routine 
before they make their way through the four Get 
Fit Field Day stations. 



Shelley Marmor 

Caidence Marie Smith of the 4-year-old class makes her way out of the tube, one of several activities 
at the circuit training station. 



Shelley Marmor 

(L-R) Kenny Bayon of the Fitness Dept, gives Moses Riley Jumper from the 3-year-old class some 
words of encouragements as he gets ready to kick the ball at the soccer/relay race station. 


Preschoolers Attend Miniwalk to 
Benefit March of Dimes 



BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — The Seminole Health Dept, and 
the March of Dimes teamed up Feb. 24 to host the 4th 
annual Physical Fitness Miniwalk for preschoolers at 


the Brighton Preschool. 

“The goal is to make exercise fun,” said Brighton 
Health Educator Barbara Boling. 

Classes took turns completing the Miniwalk, which 
consisted of several stations where the children had to 
stop and complete a physical activity that was posted on 
a stake next to the event. 

At the first station, the children had to 
do the Bunny Hop all the way to the next 
station. Other stations instructed the pre- 
schoolers to skip and walk backwards. 

A relay was set up at the fourth station 
where students divided into two lines and 
had to run to pick up a baton and race back 
to the finish to pass it on to the next person 
in line. 

Students also got to race each other 
through little tunnels, taking turns crawling 
in and out. 

After the Miniwalk, the children got to 
have some play time and blow bubbles. 

The March of Dimes provided a snack 
of animal crackers and juice for the students 
to enjoy after the walk. 

In the weeks leading up to the Mini- 
walk, the preschoolers collected money for 
the March of Dimes. The March of Dimes 
helps raise awareness on the issue of prema- 
ture babies among women of childbearing 
age as well as the general public. 

“By having the Miniwalk with the pre- 
school children, we can help to make young 
families more aware of the March of Dimes 
prematurity campaign,” said Boling. 


Rachel Buxton 

Cousins Pherian Baker, 4, and Jaytron Baker, 5, race to the finish line. 



Students from the preschool do the Bunny Hop down the trail at the Preschool Miniwalk on Feb. 24. 



Lkw&tftte KM*' 


888- 421 - 202 0 . 


ssi s, com 


6C • The Seminole Tribune • March 27, 2009 


Annual Howard Tiger Memorial 
Fishing Tournament Held 

Tyler Baker, Arlen Payne Take First Place in Leg 1 of Tourney 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Fishing teams, comprised of one adult and 
one youth, launched their boats at 6:30 a.m. in the L-28 Canal on 
March 7 to participate in the 9th annual Howard Tiger Memorial 
Fishing Tournament. 

This marked the beginning of the Seminole Pro Bass Annual 
Triple Crown Series of three tournaments, which takes places in one 
month intervals. 

Tournament coordinator Steve Young welcomed the anglers to 
the tournament, a joint venture between the Hollywood and Big Cy- 
press Recreation Departments. Young also explained why the tour- 
nament is held in honor of Howard Tiger. 

“A Tribal official, Howard Tiger, was instrumental in the cre- 
ation of the Seminole Recreation Program and a strong advocate of 
projects to shape and enhance the lives of Seminole youth,” Young 
said. “Being an avid fisherman, the Howard Tiger Memorial Fish- 
ing Tournament was initiated in his memory and is now in its ninth 
year.” 

He went on to explain that the combined weight of the fish 
caught by each two-person team would determine the winners for 
Leg 1 of the tournament. 

The total weight from each tournament will be counted toward 
the overall winner at the end of the series. The Sonny Dicarlo Me- 
morial Big Bass Trophy will be awarded to the team with the cham- 
pion bass of the day. 

Traveling all the way from Hollywood, Tyler Baker didn’t 
mind getting up in the wee hours of the morning to fish with Rev. 



Judy Weeks 


(L-R) Bello Solano and Rashaun Jim caught a total of 11.14 pounds of bass 
for second place in the fishing tournament. 



Judy Weeks 


Rev. Arlen Payne and Tyler Baker hold up their first place winning catch 
and the whopper that claimed the Sonny Dicarlo Big Bass Trophy. 

Arlen Payne; especially when they won first place for overall catch 
and pulled in the biggest bass of the day. 

Terence Hill may have been reluctant to touch his slippery 
prize, but had no problem holding up the beauty that helped his 
team tie in fourth place. He laughed along with the crowd as his 
father, Bronson, recounted how Terence went to check on the fish 
well. 

“He opened the box and our biggest bass jumped straight into 
the air past his head, flipped around and then jumped overboard,” 
said dad, Bronson. “It looked like they were dancing with each 
other.” 

Tristen Wilcox and Alena Stockton said they enjoyed riding in 
their dad’s boats as much as they do fishing. Andre Jumper, Alycia 
Cypress and Mailani Perez Jumper agreed that fishing is just one of 
the many sports that they look forward to participating in with their 
fathers. 

An avid sports enthusiast, Rashaun Jim eagerly joined Bello 
Solano for a day on the water. Their combined catch of 1 1 . 14 pounds 
weighed in as a close second behind Baker and Payne. Father and 
daughter team, Tyrone and Alycia Cypress, admitted fishing is their 
favorite pastime. Their 3.95 pound whopper easily pushed their to- 
tal into the third position. 

The team of Josh and Andre Jumper and their competitors, 
Bronson and Terence Hill, split the fourth and fifth place winnings 
when they tied for fourth position with a combined weight of 8.45 
pounds each. 



Students Joshua Madrigal (L) and Odessa King (R) dribble and jump while Robert Fudge (C) watches. 

Pemayetv Emahakv Exceeds Expectations 
at ‘Jump Rope for Heart’ Event 

Charter School Raises Record-Breaking $18,420 for Heart Association 



Suraiya Smith sinks the putt to win the hole. 

Tribal Citizens Tee Off for 
Field Days Golf Tourney 

BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

LAKE PLACID, Fla. — Seminole 
Tribal citizens took part in one of the many 
events during Brighton Field Days as they 
teed off Feb. 1 8 at Placid Lakes Golf Course. 

Seventeen members from surrounding 
reservations divided into four teams and had 
a shot gun start to begin the friendly com- 
petition. 

Coordinators for the event were Suraiya 
Smith and Terry Hahn. 

“The golf tournament offers a chance 
for Tribal members from all of the reserva- 
tions to come together and to enjoy a round 
of golf,” said Smith. 

All four teams started on the back nine 
of the course and drove their balls down the 
fairway playing in a scramble format. After 
everyone teed off, the best shot was selected 
and each player hit their second shot from 
that spot, continuing in that style all the way 



Jackie Smith, visiting from Tampa, helps her 
team go on to place third. 


John Madrigal takes a break from his Field Day 
emcee duties to enjoy the tournament. 


to the pin. 

In the scramble, players Marcellus 
Osceola, Mike Micco, Marilyn Doney, 
Suraiya Smith and Terry Hahn, took first 
place. Second place went to the team of 
Charlie Cypress, Lawrence Osceola, Diane 
Smith and Trisha Osceola. 

On all Par 3 holes, the players competed 
to see who could drive their ball closest to 
the pin. 

For the men Lawrence Osceola won 
on Hole 2 and Hahn won for the ladies. On 
Hole 6, Allen Huff snagged the win. Huff 
also out drove everyone on Hole 11 along 
with Diane Smith. Ricky Doctor and Hahn 
took the wins on Hole 13. 

It was no surprise when seasoned play- 
ers Huff and Halm won the longest drive 
competition. 



Golfers Compete in Annual 
Tribal Fair Tourney 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — The Pemayetv 
Emahakv Charter School held their 
second annual Jump Rope for Heart 
event Feb. 12 at the Brighton Gym. 

Students participated in the 
event, sponsored by the American 
Heart Association (AHA), during 
their regularly scheduled PE. classes. 

In the weeks prior to the event, 
students collected money to help raise 
awareness and fund lifesaving heart 
and stroke research by the AHA. 

“It is important because it brings 
awareness not only to the children but 
also the community,” said P.E. teach- 
er Chris Goodwin. “The response has 
been amazing.” 

The school collectively raised 
$18,420. Fourth grader Erik Garcia 
was the top school money raiser, rais- 
ing $9,590 alone. Garcia was given a 
special award from the AHA for his 
contribution and for being the top 
fundraiser ever in the Greater South- 
east Affiliation. 


Garcia and his brother, Michael, 
were recently diagnosed with a rare 
heart condition called Long QT Syn- 
drome, Type III. 

“I think that’s what pushed him a 
little harder for this fundraiser,” said 
Garcia’s mother, Rita McCabe. 

At the start of the fundraiser Gar- 
cia set a goal of $5,000 for himself. 

“When he told me his goal, I just 
thought ‘That was ridiculous; how 
could he ever raise that much?’ ” said 
McCabe. “I didn’t want to discour- 
age him so I said ‘OK’ and we set the 
goal.” 

Garcia started a webpage to 
bring in donations. He also wrote 
local businesses asking for support. 
He received donations from the com- 
munity as well as from people living 
all the way in Arizona and California 
who stumbled upon his webpage. 

“It feels great,” said Garcia when 
asked about his contribution to Jump 
Rope for Heart. 

The Charter School raised more 
than double what they raised for last 
year’s Jump Rope for Heart event. 



Damean Searle of the American Heart Association presents 
Erik Garcia, the top fundraiser in the U.S. so far this year, with 
a special award. 


BY GORDO N OLIVER WAREHAM 
Contributing Writer 

HOLLYWOOD — The 38th annual 
Seminole Tribal Fair Golf Tournament, 
sponsored by the Tribal Council, took place 
at Orangebrook Golf & Country Club on 
Feb. 11. With clear skies, a light breeze and 
68 degree weather, it was a good day to golf. 

The tee-off took place at 8 a.m. and the 
format was a four-man blind draw scramble. 
A total of 14 teams competed in the tour- 
nament. The winning team, with a score of 
62, consisted of Ricky Doctor, Jon Beaver, 
Kelly Funmaker and Robert Martin. 

Mitch Osceola emceed the event, assist- 
ed by Jeremy Harrison and Jenny Alleredy. 
Four of the Seminole Hard Rock calendar 
girls visited the tournament and the partic- 
ipants had the chance to take their picture 
with them. Each of the participating golfers 
received a Hard Rock Calendar - Hollywood 
Edition, signed by the four calendar girls. 

At 1 1 a.m. a plane pulling a sky banner 
welcomed and wished everyone good luck 
in the golf tournament from Seminole Hol- 
lywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola 
Jr. 


At noon the first teams started to enter 
the clubhouse with their scores. Lunch was 
served and the winners were announced. 

Seminole Tribal Fair 
Golf Tournament 
Results 

1. Ricky Doctor, Jon Beaver, Kelly Fun- 
maker and Robert Martin, 62 points 

2. Elliott Young, Earnest Riley, Butch Mc- 
Intosh and Chris Miskokomon, 63 points 

3. (tie) Charlie Cypress, Sandi Pemble- 
ton, Kevin Sandi and Anthony Young, 64 

points 

3. Mondo Tiger, Lawrence Osceola, Grant 
Dial and Rod Bomberry, 64 points 

3. Scarlett Young, Alexander Daniel, San- 
dra Hill and Leroy King, 64 points. 
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SSM, Torretta Foundation Team Up for Charity Fundraiser 



Gino Torretta welcomes guests to the live and silent auction during his charity event 
in Seminole Paradise’s Passions night club. 



Elizabeth Leiba 


Mondo Tiger sizes up his approach on the hole during the celebrity golf tournament, 
held March 9 at Jacaranda Golf Club in Plantation. 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The 7th 
annual Gino Torretta Founda- 
tion Celebrity Blue Tee Week- 
end brought together celebrities 
and guests once again for a good 
cause March 7-9. 

The foundation raises mon- 
ey to fund research that aims to 
cure amyotrophic lateral sclero- 
sis (ALS), often referred to as 
Lou Gehrig’s Disease. The dis- 
ease is named after the New York 
Yankee who was diagnosed with 
ALS in 1939, and died of it just 
two years later. 

Highlighted by poker, golf 
and other festivities, Seminole 
Sports Management (SSM) and 
Seminole Media Productions, 
teamed up with the Torretta 
Foundation for the affair, held at 
the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino. 

Assistant Director of SSM 
Philmon Bowers said the rest and 
relaxation the Hard Rock pro- 
vides, as well as the partnership 
between both SSM and Torretta, 
has been a win-win situation for 
both organizations. 

“The support of the Hard 
Rock was great,” Torretta added. 
“The people continue to come 
back every year.” 

Torretta, the 1992 Heisman 
Trophy winner and National 
Football League quarterback, 
said he and wife, Bernadette, had 
little knowledge of ALS when 
they were forming the charita- 
ble foundation. He said once he 
found out the specifics, he want- 
ed his foundation to help find a 
cure. 

“Once you find out about it 
and it strikes, it is fatal; there is 
no coming back,” Torretta said. 

He said they began the foun- 
dation in 2002 after Bernadette’s 
grandmother was diagnosed with 
a neurodegenerative disease sim- 
ilar to ALS. 

The events during the week- 
end began on March 7 with an 
invitation-only meet and greet 
for casino players and special 
guests in the VIP Plum Lounge. 
The night wrapped in Seminole 
Paradise’s Passion Nightclub. 

Sports fans had the oppor- 
tunity to bid on their favorite 
sports memorabilia in a silent 
auction by sports and celebrity 
gift store chain, Field of Dreams. 
One-of-a-kind items included an 
autographed basketball from the 


National Basketball Association 
and Boston Celtics great Larry 
Bird, an autographed helmet 
from Detroit Lions and National 
Football League Hall of Famer 
Barry Sanders, a Jackie Robin- 
son jersey and an autographed 
Muhammad Ali picture with 
glove. 

Live performances and en- 
tertainment also included the 
USO Liberty Bells and country 
musicians Keith Bums and Steve 
Azar. 

Azar, a longtime friend and 
golf buddy of Torretta’s, said 
his friend’s focus and commit- 
ment to finding a cure keeps him 
coming back year after year to 
support the cause and attend the 
charity weekend. 

“It all starts and ends with 
him,” Azar said about Torretta. 
“In tough times like now, he has 
still been dedicated to this.” 

On March 8, Torretta hosted 
a charity Texas Hold ’Em poker 
tournament in the Poker Room of 
Seminole Paradise. Tournament 
prizes included a trophy and an 
autographed football signed by 
Heisman Trophy recipients Mike 
Rozier, Tony Dorsett, Chris 
Weinke, Andre Ware, Johnny 
Rodgers and Toretta. 

On the final day of the 
weekend, March 9, the festivities 
wrapped up with a celebrity golf 
tournament at Jacaranda Golf 
Club in Plantation. 

Torretta’s friend Johnny 
Rodgers, a 1972 University of 
Nebraska Heisman Trophy win- 
ner, said he and wife, Reina, sup- 
port all the worthy causes the 
Torretta Foundation fights for. 

“We have a brotherhood,” 
Rodgers said of his fellow Heis- 
man Trophy winner. “He is trying 
to do things for the community” 

Rodgers said Torretta often 
provides his support for other 
worthwhile causes as well, in- 
cluding Rodgers’ own Omaha, 
Neb.-based foundation called 
the Truancy Assistant Program 
Service or TAPS. The organiza- 
tion helps combat the problem 
of youth high school dropouts in 
Omaha, where only about 30 per- 
cent of students graduate — one 
of the lowest rates in the nation. 

For more information on 
The Torretta Foundation and 
ALS, please see http://www. 
thetorrettafoundation.com/index. 
html. The Toretta Foundation is 
a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Celebrity attendees (L-R) Mike Rozier, Johnny Rodgers and Chris Weinke on the red 
carpet before the event. 



National Football League Hall of Famer Tony Dorsett looks at silent auction items 
before bidding begins. 


Johnson vs. Judah II Hits Hard Rock Live 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 


HOLLYWOOD — Boxing fans saw a 
reunion six years in the making on Feb. 27 
at the Hard Rock Live. 

Tabbed as unfinished 
business between the two, 
light heavyweight contend- 
ers Glen Johnson and Daniel 
Judah had their much antici- 
pated rematch, with the win- 
ner moving one step closer to 
a title shot. 

Johnson vs. Judah II was 
the main attraction as a part 
of ESPN2’s Friday Night 
Fights coverage. The two 
finished in a draw in their 
first match up. 

Seminole Warriors Box- 
ing once again sponsored the 
high profile, energized event, 
which also featured seven 
other bouts on the card. 

Coming in, Glen “The 
Road Warrior” Johnson (48- 
12-2, 33 KOs) sported the 
reputation, experience and 
record to put on a good show. 

Johnson won four of his last 
five bouts by knockout, with 
his only recent loss coming 
at the hands of current light 
heavyweight International 
Boxing Federation and Inter- 
national Boxing Organiza- 
tion champion Chad Dawson 
last April. 

Judah (23-3-3, 10 KOs) 
came off an impressive 12 
round win against Jaffa Bal- 
logou last December. As the 
brother of famed former wel- 
terweight champion Zab Ju- 
dah, the 31 -year-old speedy 
southpaw faced his toughest 
challenges to date. 

Although both fighters 
maintain respect for the oth- 
er, Judah voiced some strong 
beliefs and predictions com- 
ing in at the pre-fight press 
conference. 

“This is the hardest I 
have ever trained for a fight,” 
he said. “I am coming to 
fight.” 

Judah’s manager Scott 
Carpel upped the ante even 
more, predicting, “We are 
going to move right through 
this guy.” 

From the opening bell, 
the elder Johnson came out 
strong. Known for his stam- 
ina and straight-ahead style, 
he immediately went to at- 
tacking Judah to the bodv. 


The highlight of the bout came when 
Johnson landed a stiff right late in the first 
sending Judah onto the ropes. Judah re- 
ceived an eight count. 

Throughout, Judah looked tired, but 
stayed clear of Johnson’s power while John- 


son continued to his assault using short 
crosses, uppercuts and jabs. He went on to 
pick up a unanimous decision in 10 rounds 
— 99-90, 99-90 and 99-89. 

“I thought I would get him out of there 
in three rounds, but it turned into a survival 
fight for him,” Johnson 
explained afterwards. “I 
wanted to make a statement 
and get him out of there. 
Every time I get in the ring 
I want to show the people I 
still have it.” 

Also in action, welter- 
weights Norberto Gonzalez 
and Antwone Smith went 
head to head in co-main 
event, with Smith picking 
up the win by a unanimous 
decision in eight rounds. 

Among light welter- 
weights, Danny O’Connor 
and Jamar Saunders 
squared off, with O’Connor 
winning a unanimous deci- 
sion in four rounds. Jesus 
Pabon faced Lenin Arroyo 
winning by a unanimous 
decision in six rounds and 
Habib Allahverdiev, one of 
the newest additions to the 
Seminole Warriors Boxing 
stable of fighters, remained 
undefeated with a first 
round TKO over Richard 
Pitt. 

In the middleweight 
division, Miami’s own Eli 
Augustama moved to 3-0 
over William Deet by a 
close majority decision. 

The two heavyweight 
attractions saw former 
wrestler Henry Funtes stay 
perfect against Samuel 
Brown with a third round 
TKO and Magomed Ab- 
dusalamov, another new 
addition to Warriors, stay 
undefeated against Maurice 
Winslow by a first round 
TKO. 

Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress, BC Tribal Coun- 
cil Rep. David Cypress and 
Fort Pierce Liaison S.R. 
Tommie also made appear- 
ances for the action. 

Celebrities in atten- 
dance included former 
middleweight champion 
Jermaine Taylor, former 
National Football League 
and Minnesota Vikings All- 
Pro Robert Smith as well as 
several players from Major 
League Baseball’s Balti- 
more Orioles. 



Glen Johnson (L) works his left jab on Daniel Judah (R) during their match. 



Redline Media Group 


Glen Johnson (R) drops a strong right cross on Daniel Judah (L) in their lightweight 
match-up. 



Redline Media Group 

Jesus Pabon (R) stumbles an overmatched Lenin Arroyo (L), connecting with a powerful straight left 
shot. 



Chairman Mitchell Cypress (C) with main bout lightweight contenders Glen Johnson (L) and Daniel 
Judah (R) before their much-anticipated rematch on Feb. 27. 
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Announcements D 


CLASSIFIEDS 


POEMS 


Grand Opening Sale! 


Work From Home 


Red-Tail Hawk Florida Bird 


Crow 


Quail Creek Decor 

at Quail Creek Plantation in Okeechobee 

Lodge/Western/Equestrian/Log Furnishings 

Many unusual items and one-of-a-kind 
finds! Absolutely Awesome! 

Huge savings on some style log beds, 
including Cabelas! 

Check out our other store, Santa Fe Ranch, 
in Palm Beach Gardens 

FREE INTERIOR DESIGN 

www. quailcreekdecor. com 

Okeechobee - (863) 824-3390 
Palm Beach Gardens - (561) 622-6911 


Francoise’s Barbershop 

6782 Stirling Rd„ Hollywood, Fla. 33024 
(954) 987-1309 - (954) 471-2469 

Where everyone is welcome. Skin fade, 
fade, layer cut, flat top, unisex color, high- 
lights, correction haircut, kids and seniors. 


Enjoy the best old fashioned hot shave in 
town! European facial, waxing, $25 spa 
pedicure/manicure . 



Get Out of Jail Fast! Call Myma Loy (954) 
583-9119. Tribal dividends, MasterCard 
and Visa accepted. 24 hours • Speedy 
Release • Professional Service *1128 NW 
31st Ave., Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33311 


As a Customer Service Agent for an oil 
firm and earn more. 

Job requirements: Ability to communicate 
in English, Internet access, Previous work- 
ing experience is an added advantage. 

Interested applicants should forward their 
resume to Mr. Raymond Fellers at 
richard.hall3 1 @gmail.com 
for more information. 

POEMS 

But I Can’t Write 

An Abecedarian 

Poem 

(Al phabetically 

Arranged) 

An abecedarian poem? What? 

But I can’t write an abecedarian poem! 
Couldn’t even start it if I tried. 

Don’t get me wrong, I want to ... 

Even if I did, what would it be about? 
Forget it. I’m not good at this kind of stuff. 
Get someone else to do it. 

Hey, how about taking it easy on me. 
I’ve got so many loungin’ opportunities, 
too. 

Just rethink the whole thing. 

Kind of re-evaluate it, you know. 

Let’s discuss it for a good long while first. 

Maybe we’ll get back to it later. 

No, better yet, let’s postpone indefinitely. 
Or have you reconsidered my exclusion 
yet? 

Perhaps we could call it day, anyways. 
Quit everything and be on our way. 
Roam far and wide and high and low. 
Somewhere lazily we’ll stroll. 
Tuesdays we’ll pause for cheeseburgers. 

Under a live oak’s where we’ll rest, 
Visiting crazy dreams in the warm air ... 

X my name right on out of it! 

You can have your abecedarian! 
Zero’s the number of poems I’ll write. 

— Elgin Jumper 
January 27, 2009 


Red-Tail Hawk swoops the air. 
Resounding shrieks denotes no fear. 
Brave red feathers as gray skies clear. 

He sees Native Americans in prayer. 

He’s the rocket’s red glare. 

As he surveys his cypress swamp lair. 

— Elgin Jumper 
January 25, 2009 



I sing to thee of the Termin-Otter 
He’s part robot and part animal. 

He says playing is all that matters. 

He wears two moccasins, two sandals. 

He wears Termin-Otter glasses. 

He swims sorta funny. 

He says he swims the fastest. 
Because his smile’s so sunny. 

He’s real cool in his Termin-Otter glasses. 
He swims rather funny. 

He knows he swims fastest, 

Because his smile’s always sunny. 

— Elgin Jumper 
January 25, 2009 


Florida bird sings joyful songs 
and strives to be strong in the mystical 
dawn, 

in solar flares and the bright heart of the 
Florida sun, 

whose chariot, even now, travels the bluest 
domes, 

and he shall soar his wings, never to be 
broken, 

even ‘gainst the severest storms. 

— Elgin Jumper 
January 25, 2009 


Crow sings out in flight. 

I’ve seen and I’ve heard him. 
Blue-black feathers, oh, what a sight. 
Like little bits of thunder within the wind 

He darts from tree to tree 
and sings little crow songs. 

He expresses his young crow poetry 
and feels as though he belongs. 

— Elgin Jumper 
January 25, 2009 



CORRECTION 


In the Feb. 27 issue of The Seminole 
Tribune, Frances Osceola of the Trail com- 
munity was misidentified as Sally Billie in 
a photo caption that accompanied the story 
“Seminoles Compete in Annual Tribal Fair 


Clothing Contest.” 

Pictured above are (L-R) Elsie Bowers, 
Mary Osceola-Moore, Frances Osceola and 
Onnie Osceola. 



^ Smithsonian Institution^-^ 

Developed by the Smithsonian’s^! ational Museum of the American Indian and the 
Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibition Service with generous support from Elizabeth Hunter 
Solomon, the Smithsonian Women’s Committee, and the AMB Foundation 


NATIVE WORDS 
NATIVE WAlllUO 


A remarkable story of Indian soldiers who used 
Native languages in service to the U.S. mili 



APRIL 24 -JULY 6, 2009 

Seminole Tribe of Florida 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
HC-61, Box 21-A 
Clewiston, FL 33440 
(877) 902-1113 
www.ahtahthiki.com 
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POEMS 


FFH rill poo TE CHACH CHA LEE WAH 


Pure Love & Pure Strength 


Eeh Che Poo Te Chach Cha Lee Wah, Big Sis 
Smile & don’t worry about your little brother, 
This warrior is doing OK. 

You raised me to be mean & tough, 

That I will always be, 

Standing tall in this world where 
The weak-minded continue to fall all around me. 
Where you & I lived off the Rez, 

Only the strong survived in that spot, 

Little they knew, we were Panthers, bom to prey 
& plot. 

Big sis, you & I were conditioned to go days at a 
time, 

No, they couldn’t handle your world & mine. 
Those others sure thought they had they hood on 
lock, 

Until we moved there & I started pulling out with 
it cocked. 

We were just playing the cards we were dealt, 
Living where we did, two Unconquered Semi- 
noles, 

One sister & her little brother, the stick up kid. 
Many in that hood felt the pain I can bring, when 
they wake up they head still ring. 

They now know what it means to be dedicated to 
one, 

Big Sis, you’re the greatest sister, second to none. 


Everybody in that spot knows I will die for you, 
That’s why their respect is sincere & hue. 

Big Sis, most back home on the reservations don’t 
understand where I’m coming from, 
Because most never seen the streets where vio- 
lence is being done. 

We were living in that spot before the wealth 
today, 

Surviving on instincts & putting the jack on dis- 
play. 

You & I really didn’t get the opportunity to live 
the easy life as the Tribe, 

Only because time wasn’t on our side. 

I’ll be missing you Big Sis, just as the song said, 
At least I was able to give you a nice big tomb- 
stone engraved with a poem to be read. 

I’ll always remember what you told me way back 
then, 

“Lil’ Bro, it’s always been just us” surviving how 
we been. 

Eeh che poo te chach cha lee wah & so will 
momma, your kids, the family & your friends, 
You have their unconditional love Big Sis & I feel 
your spirit as you ride the wind. 

— Ike I Harjo 
Panther Clan 


Pure love & pure strength is what you show, 
Happy birthday to Aawaache Jennie B. Harjo. 
Another birthday & many more to come, 

This goes out to the greatest waache, from a very 
proud son. 

Waache, you raised me proper, taught me right 
from wrong, 

I remember those days clearly, though it’s been so 
long. 

I think about us going to Swap Shop or the mov- 
ies all those years ago, 

Waache shanabishaa, for not saying no. 
Amposhe & Waache feeding me at the Clock, 
B.L.T., cheeseburgers & fries, listening to the 
Little Jukebox. 

Yes, I remember all those great times when I was 
young, 

Aawache & Poshe speaking Mikasuki, our Native 
tongue. 

Waache, I treasure those days gone by, 

Once again I’m very proud, always with my head 
held high. 

You are always there for me in my time of need, 
That hasn’t changed since my birth Waache, still 
doing great deeds. 

Affach Koo Chez Ken Ugg Lum Mele Waache 
everyday, 


Continue taking care of yourself, stay stress free 
OK. 

Waache always hold your head high for the many 
great things you have done, 

Even when it comes to the only hell you ever 
raised, your youngest son. 

Because Waache I’m a better man now than I was 
before this ten, 

Wiser, focused & determined, as I continue to 
write with this pen. 

I’ll never profess to be a saint like many people 
do, 

Waache, my big sis also raised this warrior to be 
mean & tough in environments like this blue. 
Waache, I’m a warrior that will always stand tall, 
In a world where the weak-minded continuously 
fall. 

Nahkee engely nomogah cha chonoshbun cho 
thool len ungele, 

Waache, ahhayake, eeh chino gotchu mele. 
Pure love & pure strength from a woman that’s 
100% Unconquered Seminole, 

Happy birthday Waache, from your youngest son, 
Ike T. Harjo. 

— Ike T.Harjo 
Panther Clan 


ANNIVERSARY 

Eric & Barbara Cypress 
Eight Year Anniversary 
April 1, 2009 

To the Creator, 

I pray to the Great Spirit, our Creator, 

I give thanks for all you have given us; 
the path to bring two lives together as one. 

My wife and I are grateful. 

Today we look back and ask one another where has the time gone. 

I know that you put her into my life so we can live life as one; 

I know you put him in my life so we can love life again. 

When we hold one another our hearts beat as one. 

We thank you for giving us this time, 

Now we have the wisdom to forgive ourselves 
so we can love one another. 

I pray for love, knowledge, wisdom, forgiveness and understanding. 

Ahkee mato. 

(H. Jim) 


Jealous Ones Will Envy 


Jealous ones will envy for what you have 
achieved, 

Lil’ homies stay real & stand your ground, they’ll 
take heed. 

There are haters all around the world that will not 
end, 

Just continue writing those lyrics with that paper 
& pen. 

Lil’ homies I want you to know I am proud of 
what you’ve done, 

Making it the right way without a pistol grip 
shotgun. 

I always like to see my own kind doing well, 
Hanging out with family & friends, staying free of 
this cell. 

To all my people, keep that unity tight, 

Don’t give into hate like the black & white. 
Always be proud you’re different & hold your 
head high, 

Ya tah thi he tho guyo, we are, that’s why. 

I apologized once & I will again Carridine, 

Just to show you how remorseful I am for being 
cruel & mean. 

I apologize & thank you at the same time, 
Carradine I appreciate what you did for me, 
That comes from this heart of mine. 

Keep ya head up lil’ homie & always stay real, 
As Biggie once said, something 2 die 4 to me is 


family & friends 
Lor you all I will kill. 

To my lil’ homie Eli, it’s great to know you’re 
doing fine, 

As Pac once said, I hope your wife know she gotta 
player for life in his prime. 

You come a long way Eli, continue to hold it 
down, 

Lil’ homie, leave those streets to those clowns. 
Lil’ homie, be an inspiration to the young ones in 
the Rez hood, 

Plant that seed in their minds & water it 
“Ain’t nothing in the streets good.” 
Carridine & Eli keep doing what you do, 
Once again your big homie Ike is proud of you. 
“Life” is crazy ain’t it? 

One day I’m there with you & the next time I’m 
gone, 

10, 20, “Life” goes on. 

Jealous ones will envy whether you stack it wrong 
or right, 

Lil’ homies keep rappin’ to the crowd’s delight. 

— Ike T. Harjo 
Panther Clan 



Preferred-Ultimate 

& Entertainment 

Premium Seating For 
All Local & National Events 
Concerts ★ Sports ★ Theatre 

For All Events Call: 

(305) 444-TIXX (8499) (800) 881-8499 
Visit us at: www.preferredultimate.com 


Happy with our Entertainment Service? 
Try our Full Travel Service 
Cruises ^ Hotels Airlines 

305-445-6566 or (866)445-6566 
Visit us at; www.preferredultimatetravel.com 


Upcoming Events: 

Disney on Ice 
Iron Maiden 
Daddy Yankee 
Chicago 
Marc Anthony 
Joe Cocker 
Fall Out Boy 
Seal 

Fleetwood Mac 
Nickelback 
Spinal Tap 
No Doubt 
Motley Crue 
Depeche Mode 
Miami Heat 


We Deliver - All Ma|or Credit Cards Accepted 







Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Becomes First Tribally-Owned, Accredited Museum 


B Y CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Tribal citizens, em- 
ployees and special guests celebrated one of 
the Tribe’s latest trailblazing moves on April 
1 at the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum. 

Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki became the first Tribal- 
ly-owned, Native American museum in the 
U.S. to be officially accredited by the Amer- 
ican Association of Museums. 

“This is a complete Seminole Tribe of 
Florida win,” Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum Chief 
Historic Resources Officer Tina Osceola 
said to all on hand for the gathering. “Ac- 
creditation is about the big picture and af- 
fects every one of us. This process has been 
about defining ourselves on our own terms.” 

The day came as part of two planned 
activities, one involving the museum and 
a more formal announcement which took 
place on April 21 with Tribal Council. 


The official announcement came from 
Osceola in a Tribal-wide email on March 20 
in which Osceola wrote: “Accreditation al- 
lows the Tribe to have standards that follow 
the industry’s best practices for a sustainable 
program.” 

She also gave heavy praise to the early 
groundwork and accomplishments of the 
late Billy L. Cypress and former Museum 
Director David Blackard. 

The tedious five-plus year process 
gained momentum in December 2007 when 
the museum earned interim status accredi- 
tation, joining a small and elite group of 
nationwide museums to achieve the same 
honor. 

“This whole undertaking has been a 
huge, holistic process,” Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Mu- 
seum Director Anne McCudden said. 

A Museum Assessment Program Grant 
application was then submitted to the Amer- 
ican Association of Museum’s Accreditation 


Commission. The form is designed to help 
museums assess their strengths and weak- 
nesses, and plan for the future. 

McCudden explained that in order to 
gain accreditation, institutions must meet 
certain criteria: the ownership of a physical 
collection, being educationally and interpre- 
tively trained, maintaining a professionally 
trained staff in place, having certain hours of 
operation, and remaining open to the public 
for at least a two year period. 

Located 17 miles north of Alligator 

Please see MUSEUM on page 2A 

Chris C. Jenkins 

(L-R) Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum Chief Historic Re- 
sources Officer Tina Osceola with Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum Director Anne McCudden as she reads 
from the official letter signifying the accrediting 
of the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum by the American 
Association of Museums. 




(Center, L-R) President Richard Bowers Jr. and Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Roger Smith head up the 13th annual Junior Cypress Cattle Drive. 

Cattle Drive Commemorates 13th Year 

Jacob Osceola Sr. Named Honorary Trail Boss 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — More than 400 people 
turned out with their horses, mules, buggies and 
wagons to participate in the 13 th annual Junior Cy- 
press Cattle Drive on March 28. The event is spon- 
sored annually by the Big Cypress Cattlemen’s As- 
sociation. 

As in previous years, President Richard Bow- 
ers Jr., Moses “Bigg” Jumper Jr. and Paul Bowers 
Sr. organized and coordinated the activity. Jacob 
Osceola Sr. was designated Honorary Trail Boss 
for 2009. 

Following registration and a hearty breakfast 
at the Billie Swamp Safari, the riders congregated 
at the end of the West Boundary Road at 10 a.m. in 


anticipation of driving a herd of Long Horn cattle 
down the 10 mile stretch to the Junior Cypress En- 
tertainment Center and Rodeo Grounds. 

Standing on top of his swamp buggy, Moses 
“Bigg” Jumper Jr. offered opening remarks. 

“This trail follows closely the route taken by 
many of the original Big Cypress cattle men dur- 
ing their semi-annual round up of the herds that 
‘free-ranged’ the reservation,” he said. “They spent 
weeks working their way through thick woods, 
swamps and cypress heads gathering up the cattle 
on their cracker horses. Driving the animals into 
the stock pens, long hours went into sorting, doc- 
toring, branding and separating the ones to be sent 
to market.” 

Jumper added: “Fences and many improve- 
ments have made a difference during the years, 


but the basic principles of raising cattle remain the 
same. A lot of hard work goes into the round-ups 
and like they say, ‘A cowboy’s day is never done. ’ ” 

Following the invocation by Rev. Bruce Pratt, 
Paul Bowers Sr. and President Richard Bowers Jr. 
provided a brief history of the cattle drive before 
discussing the safety precautions and ground rules 
for the day’s activities. 

“Agriculture and a clean water supply are the 
two basic ingredients in the survival of mankind,” 
said President Bowers. “It is important that we pro- 
tect and preserve the farmlands, ranches and wa- 
terways of our nation to insure a bright future for 
the next generations. Today we ride to memorialize 
those first Seminole cowboys, who worked so hard 
to establish our cattle industry.” 

Please see CATTLE on page 10A 


Council Convenes in Immokalee for Regular Session 


B Y CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — The Tribal Council convened 
for a regular meeting on the Immokalee Reservation 
on March 24. They passed 36 items on the agenda 
including: 

Resolution 16: Third Amendment to annual 
Work Plan Twenty-One submitted to the South Flori- 
da Water Management District by the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida; 

Resolution 17: Contact application to the U.S. 
Department of the Interior’s Bureau of Indian Affairs 
for A.P.L. 93-638 contract to redesign and construct 
the Snake Road (Josie Billie Highway) and Bridge 
Project on the Big Cypress Reservation; 

Resolution 18: Application under the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 funding to 


redesign and construct the Snake Road (Josie Bil- 
lie Highway) and Bridge Project on the Big Cypress 
Reservation; 

Resolution 19: Florida Department of Trans- 
portation joint participation agreement for design of 
Snake Road on the Big Cypress Reservation; 

Resolution 20: Florida Department of Transpor- 
tation memorandum of agreement for design of Snake 
Road on the Big Cypress Reservation; 

Resolution 2 1 : Lawn Boyz, LLC service agree- 
ment for invasive exotic plant removal program work 
on water enhancement to Area 4 on the Big Cypress 
Reservation; 

Resolution 22: Triennial review of water quality 
standards of the Seminole Tribe of Florida; 

Resolution 23 : Seminole Tribe of Florida Indian 
reservation roads inventory update of the Hollywood, 
Big Cypress, Brighton, Tampa and Immokalee Res- 


ervations and the St. Lucie County trust land and up- 
date, amend and adopt the long-range transportation 
plan; 

Resolution 3 1 : Approval of agreement with Brad 
H. Friedmutter-FL, LLC for improvements and addi- 
tions to Seminole Casino - Coconut Creek; 

Resolution 32: Approval of agreement with Brad 
H. Friedmutter-FL, LLC for improvements and addi- 
tions to Seminole Casino - Immokalee; 

Resolution 36: Authorization of Tribal Council 
to open a new checking account for Native American 
Travel, LLC at Wachovia Bank; 

Resolution 41: Approval of lease modification 
and option exercise agreement with Sunglass Hut 
Trading, LLC, on the Hollywood Reservation; and, 

Resolution 42: Approval of settlement agreement 
with Perfume Center, Inc., on the Hollywood Reser- 
vation. 


Charter School 
Students Visit Billy 
Bowlegs’ Camp 

BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Students at Pemayetv Emahakv Char- 
ter School experienced a piece of Seminole history March 3 1 
when they visited the campsite of the late Billy Bowlegs on a 
field trip organized by the Culture Dept. 

“We are visiting this site because we want to pass on in- 
formation to our students regarding the places that their elders 
lived,” said Shelly Walker, assistant director of Cultural Edu- 
cation. 

The historical name Billy Bowlegs has become synony- 
mous with Seminole culture. What most people don’t know, 
however, is that there was more than one individual who went 
by the infamous name of Billy Bowlegs. 

The third, fourth and fifth grade students learned the his- 
tory and legend of Brighton’s own historical figure known as 
the late Billy Bowlegs III. 

Martha Jones, Bowlegs’ granddaughter, spoke at the 
campsite and helped the children envision what the original 
campsite looked like. 

Jones moved to the campsite when she was about 7-years- 
old, right after her mother passed away. Jones and her siblings 
were taken in by their grandmother and aunt on the camp. 

Bowlegs had a large garden where he grew com, 

Please see BOWLEGS on page 2A 


Seminole Tribe 
Takes a Bite Out 
of the Big Apple 

BY BRIANA ABITTAN 
Seminole Broadcasting Reporter 



NEW YORK CITY — The Seminole Tribe made a new 
mark in the Big Apple with the grand opening of the Hard 
Rock Cafe and NYY Steak in the brand new, $1.5 billion Yan- 
kee Stadium on April 2. 

The two restaurants will be located in 
the 37,000 square foot Great Hall at the 
stadium. 

Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max 
B. Osceola said this is just one of many 
high profile ventures to come for the 
Tribe. 

“When we acquired the com- 
pany two years ago, I said ‘Our 
ancestors sold Manhattan for trin- 
kets and we were going to buy 
it back one hamburger at a 
time,”’ Rep. Osceola said. 

At the grand opening 
celebration, event organiz- 
ers rolled out the blue car- 
pet and Yankee great Bemie 
Williams sang his rendition 
of “Take Me out to the Ball 
Game,” before 27 guitars 
were smashed — a tradition 
at the opening of any Hard 
Rock. 

With a design mirroring 
the original 1923 stadium 
and located directly across 
the street in the Bronx, the 
new stadium is designed for 
the next generation of Yan- 
kee fans, while managing 
to keep the team’s legacy at 
the forefront. 

New York Yankees 


see YANKEES on page 2A 
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Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal citizen and Seminole Heritage Events & 
Promotions Field Supervisor David Billy has fun 
on stage singing karaoke. 


MUSEUM 

From page 1A 


Alley off of Interstate 75 between Ft. Lau- 
derdale and Naples on the Big Cypress Res- 
ervation, the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum has 
been established as an educational tool for 
both Tribal citizens and the non-Seminole 
community. 

Established in January 1993, Ah-Tah- 
Thi-Ki translates to “a place to learn” in the 
Seminole language. The primary purpose of 
the institution remains to preserve and inter- 
pret the culture, language and customs of the 
Florida Seminoles. It features rare Seminole 
artifacts, including items on loan from the 
Smithsonian Institute. 

The museum also features one of the 
world’s best collections of southeastern 
beaded shoulder bags. Also on the site are 
two miles of nature trails with more than 
60 different species of plants, ceremonial 
grounds, a Seminole “living village,” where 
elders create traditional crafts, and an out- 
door amphitheater for shows and storytell- 
ing. 

The hours of operation are 9 a.m.-5 
p.m., Monday-Sunday. For more informa- 
tion please log on to seminoletribe.com/mu- 
seumorcall (863) 902-1113. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Roger Smith speaks about the museum’s accomplishments. 



Martha Jones shows Jaden Puente where the cane 

BOWLEGS 

From page 1A 


pumpkins, sweet potatoes and beans. 

“I guess that’s why we moved over 
here, so we could help him grow the big gar- 
den to eat on,” said Jones. 

Jones has many memories of being put 
to work on the farm. 

“Most of the time we had to work,” re- 
members Jones. “We had to chop the com.” 

Prior to the field trip students were 
taught the history of the campsite as well as 
Bowlegs himself. They were given maps of 
the campsite showing how it looked years 
ago. 

At the site, Jones referenced the map 
and pointed out where the different chickees 
were located, where the pigpen used to be 
and where the sugarcane field was. She also 
referenced many other places including the 
big old oak tree that her grandfather used to 
take a nap under every day. 

The only remnants from the original 
campsite are a few orange trees and the wa- 
ter pump that was installed in 1955. 

Jones talked about how she and her 
brothers and sisters used to swim in the ca- 
nal and flooded areas. 

“Swimming and having fun was my fa- 
vorite pastime,” reminisced Jones. “It was 
fun growing up out here although I know 
you don’t think it would be.” 

Today the campsite has become over- 
grown with weeds. The home site was given 
to individuals to establish residency but no 
one has yet to build on the land. Jones said 


juicer used to be. 

she hopes one day the camp can be pre- 
served and restored to its original luster. 

“We didn’t think about saving things 
back then, but now I wish we had,” said 
Jones. “This is our identity; we like to keep 
our traditions so we will still be Seminoles 
100 years from now.” 



Rachel Buxton 


Rumor Juarez looks at her map prepared by his- 
tory teachers Jade Braswell and Amber Buck. 



Briana Abittan 

(L-R) Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Brighton Tribal Coucil Rep. Roger Smith, New York Yankees Owner George Steinbrenner’s daughter, Jennifer Stein- 
brenner-Swindal, Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. and President Richard Bowers Jr. get ready to smash 5 of 27 guitars representative 
of the Yankees’ 26 career championships, plus one they hope to get this year. 


YANKEES 

From page 1A 


Owner George Steinbrenner’s daughter, Jenni- 
fer Steinbrenner-Swindal, said combining the 
two names makes for a home run. 

“It’s the two brands, you see the Hard Rock 
whenever you travel the whole world and you 
see Yankee hats whenever you travel the world, 
and it’s so special to have them together,” she 
said. 

Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress echoed Stein- 
brenner- S windal’ 
sentiment, saying i 
these two brands Jr 
joining forces is J V 
sure to be a win- 
ning combination. 

“You look at 
The Seminole Tribe 
and it has a culture his- 
tory and the music as well, 
so the combination is going 
to do well,” he said. 

The Hard Rock Cafe in 
Yankee Stadium will boast an ar- 
ray of music memorabilia typical of any 
Hard Rock, but with a baseball flair. It can seat 
210 patrons and will be a representation of mu- 
sic, sports and culture all under one roof. 

“It brings something to the Bronx and the 
neighborhood that’s been missing for many 
years and it’s world renown, as the Yankees 
are,” said Lon Trost, chief operations officer of 



the New York Yankees. “What better marriage 
than the Hard Rock and Yankees; music and 
sports.” 

NYY Steak, located just one floor above 
the cafe, closely resembles the Council Oak 
Steakhouses in both Hollywood and Tampa 
Hard Rock Hotels. However, the walls of NYY 
Steak also feature signatures from many Yankee 
legends. 

The Hard Rock teamed with Yankee Global 
Enterprise Steakhouses to create this intimate 
128-seat restaurant. They interviewed 
more than 50 chefs, 
but it was no com- 
petition for the 
Seminole Tribe. 

The agreement 
permits both parties 
to venture into other 
locations in conjunc- 
tion with Hard Rock 
Hotels. 

Fort Pierce Liaison 
S.R. Tommie said a team ef- 
fort made this business enterprise 
so successful. 

“It just brings new meaning to team- 
work and working together works, so we’re 
happy to be able to do it for our Tribal mem- 
bers.” 

President Richard Bowers Jr. said the mem- 
bers of the Tribe should be pleased. 

“I think it would give more exposure, 
something they can be proud of, to be aligning 
themselves with the New York Yankees.” 



Briana Abittan 


Two of the nation’s best known brands, 
the New York Yankees and the Hard Rock 
Cafe, join forces. 



Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. Briana Abittan 

holds a smashed guitar from the Hard Rock Cafe The Hard Rock Cafe, located just below NYY Steak in the new Yakee Stadium, will cater to those 
grand opening. who want to enjoy a game of baseball and a good old-fashioned burger. 



Briana Abittan 


Tribal citizens sample the cuisine at the 7,000 square foot restaurant located in the heart of the Bronx. 
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Chris C. Jenkins 

Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. (C) along with sister, Sharon (Second from Left), and brother, Lawrence (R), accept a plaque 
from Broward County Women’s History Coalition President Patti Lynn (Second from Right) inducting their mother, Laura Mae Jumper-Osceola, 
into its Hall of Fame. Also pictured is Hollywood Tribal Board Rep. Gloria Wilson (L), a past inductee. 


Laura Mae Jumper-Osceola Inducted into Hall of Fame 

Broward County Women’s Coalition Honors Tribal Pioneer 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 


HOLLYWOOD — The Broward 
County Women’s History Coalition hon- 
ored one of the Tribe’s most spirited and 
dedicated citizens and advocates March 
22 at the Seminole Okalee Indian Village. 

Among seven other influential fe- 
male figures, Tribal pioneer, mediator 
and activist Laura Mae Jumper-Osceola 
was honored posthumously in a ceremony 
among family and close friends. 

The recognition ceremony took place 
in conjunction with National Women’s 
History Month in March. 

The late leader passed away several 
years ago and her son and Hollywood 
Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. 
accepted the nomination on her behalf. 
He also spoke highly of her legacy and the 
lessons he learned through her. 

“My mother loved people,” Rep. 
Osceola said. “She not only talked the 
talk, but she walked the walk. She came 
through a time where she was not only 
discriminated against because she was a 
woman but also because she was a Semi- 
nole.” 

Many consider Jumper-Osceola as 
one of the few major figures in the fight to 
preserve the Seminoles’ existence. Upon 
completing her education under difficult 
circumstances in Cherokee, N.C. she took 
that knowledge back to her people. 

Her contributions also cannot be un- 
derstated in helping form the Tribe’s cur- 
rent governmental system. Her knowledge 
of two Seminole languages as well as her 
command of English made her a formi- 
dable force. Her mediating, assisting and 
interpreting along communication lines 
within the Tribe and between the U.S. 
government and the Tribe proved vital. 
She also served as the Tribal secretary/ 
treasurer from 1958-67. 

Hollywood Tribal Board Rep. Gloria 
Wilson, a 2008 Broward County Women’s 
History Coalition Hall of Fame inductee, 
spoke about Osceola- Jumper’s strength 
and character. 

“She was one of the strongest women 
that you could look to,” Rep. Wilson said. 
“She was always consulted for her opin- 
ions and that is one of the things I will re- 
member the most.” 

“All she wanted was a better future 


for our people,” she added. 

Among her many other accomplish- 
ments, she can also be credited with help- 
ing to establish the savvy and well known 
business relationships the Tribe has devel- 
oped throughout the years. She has also 
been credited with creating the Seminole 
Princess Pageant. 

She joins a short list of other promi- 
nent Seminole women in the hall includ- 
ing Wilson and Betty Mae Tiger- Jumper 
inducted in 1995. The Broward County 
Women’s History Coalition began induct- 
ing women into its group in 1992. 

“Many women have achieved ‘firsts’ 
in Broward County,” said Coalition Presi- 
dent Patti Lynn in a written statement. 
“Many women in their paid professional 
careers, assist, promote and put women 
first. The Broward County Women’s His- 
tory Coalition seeks those women who do 
those things. We honor those women who 


do more, those women who meet their 
employment obligations, yet still find the 
time to do more for Broward’s women.” 

Other 2009 inductees included Dr. 
Celia Earle, president of the Lauderdale 
Lakes/West Sunrise Kiwanis Club, Barba- 
ra Effman, executive director of Planned 
Parenthood, Reverend Dr. Rosalind V. 
Osgood, minister and community activ- 
ist, Judge Gisele Pollack of the Broward 
County Court, Rep. Elaine J. Schwartz, 
Florida House member, Barbara Bernard 
Shaw, director of the National Alliance for 
the Mentally 111, and Barbara Stuart, presi- 
dent of Stepping Stones, a mental health 
and substance abuse recovery organiza- 
tion. 

For more information, please contact 
Broward County Women’s History Coali- 
tion President Patti Lynn at (954) 532- 
0931 or (954) 722-8805. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. speaks to guests and audience members about 
his late mother, Laura Mae Jumper-Osceola, during the Hall of Fame ceremony. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Hollywood Tribal Board Rep. Gloria Wilson (Third from Left) is acknowledged along with other past Hall of Fame members present at the event. 


Hard Rock Features 
Largest-Ever Cash Display 

$5 Million Display Set Up for Public Viewing 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Display models help to kick off the unveiling of the largest cash display ever publicly showcased 
in a casino with $5 million on display at the Hollywood Hard Rock Hotel & Casino on March 18. 
This first-of-its-kind traveling display exhibit was created to stimulate the economy and the public’s 
interest in gaming. 

The display holds $100 bills encased in a 1,300 pound, custom-designed $90,000 bullet resis- 
tant Lexan ™ showcase. It will be a part of a traveling road display of nearly 1,000 miles and run for 
40 days through May 25, making stops at all Seminole gaming facilities. 


Board of Directors 

BY SHELLEY MARMOR 
Assistant Editor 

HOLLYWOOD The Board of Di- 
rectors held their regular session meeting in 
the Hollywood Headquarters Tribal Audito- 
rium on April 7. They unanimously passed 
four items on the agenda: 

Resolution 5: Adoption of the Semi- 
nole Tribe of Florida and Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, Inc., Premium Only Plan (Plan No. 
501); 

Resolution 6: Approval of permit for 
Exquisite Touch Car Wash; 

Resolution 7: Approval of revised lease 


Meet in Hollywood 

with Sempar, a Seminole company, LLC; 
and, 

Resolution 8: Increase of maximum 
loan amount for the South Term Loan Pro- 
gram. 

According to Robert Maza, credit and 
finance director for the Board, the amount 
will increase from $5,000 to $7,500. He said 
a lot of Tribal citizens have asked for the in- 
crease and advised the Board that “it is long 
overdue.” 

Maza said the last increase occurred in 
2003, when the maximum short term loan 
amount increased from $3,000 to $5,000, 
where it has remained for the last six years. 


Council, Board Convene for Joint Session 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS special joint session March 18 on the Hol- 

Staff Reporter lywood Reservation. They passed one item 

on the agenda; Resolution 5: Approval of 
HOLLYWOOD — Tribal Council election board for regular election -May 11, 
and the Board of Directors convened for a 2009. 


HONORARY VISITORS 



Stephen Galla 

Councilman Bruce Sunchild, Tribal citizen Donavan Stump, and Tribal elder and Cultural Advisor 
Videl Stump of the Chippewa Cree Tribe of Montana visit Chariman Mitchell Cypress (Second from 
Right) in his Hollywood offices on April 8. 



(L-R) Robert B. Washington, chairman and CEO of Caribbean CAGE LLC, Chairman Mitchell Cypress 
and Bob Johnson, entrepreneur and former owner of Black Entertainment Television in the Chair- 
man’s Hollywood offices on April 13. 
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BIG CYPRESS 

Seniors Enjoy Day of Fishing at Bingo Lake 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The rain-soaked March 19 morning didn’t 
dampen the spirits of the BC Tribal seniors who enjoyed a day of 
fishing and relaxation at Bingo Lake. 

Seminole Police Department (SPD), along with the Big Cy- 
press Recreation and Elder Affairs Departments, coordinated the 
day for the seniors. 

Stockpiled with shell crackers, sand brim, bass and catfish, El- 
der Affairs Dept. Site Manager Cecilia Guzman said the event was 
almost cancelled because of the rainy conditions, but became a hit 
in the end. 

“They wanted to come, rain or shine,” Guzman said of the de- 
termined Tribal seniors. “This is the kind of thing they have missed.” 

More than 10 seniors joined in on the fun. BC Board Rep. Ci- 
cero Osceola, also participated in the day’s events along with his 
mother, Louise. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Ruby Osceola brings in a fresh catch from the lake. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


(L-R) Violet Jim, with SPD Officer Jeffery Akin, shows off her catch. 

It was a break out day for her. As a first time fisher, she snagged 
close to double digits in the amount of fish caught. 

She said she originally planned to enjoy a book and watch the 
others fish, but eventually decided to give it a try. As the mother of 
Rep. Osceola, she said she often enjoyed watching him and others 
throughout the years but never tried her hand at it. 

“I just said to myself, ‘I may as well try it,’ ” Osceola said. “I 
never knew it could be fun.” 

BC Youth and Elder Unit Officer Jeffery “Scott” Akin, eight- 
year veteran officer, said continuing to bridge the gap between Trib- 
al citizens and the police department is one of SPD’s goals. 

“It was another activity we put together to help continue to 
build trust and relationships in the community,” Akin said. “We try 
to keep their activities fun based on what they used to do as kids 
growing up.” 

“This is all a good time and it gives the elders someone they 
know that they can come to if they need us,” he added. 

Akin also said he has a personal connection with several of the 
seniors who attended high school at Clewiston High with his father, 
Tommy, in their youth. 

“I really enjoy it all because they do,” he said of attending 
events with the Tribal seniors. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Joe Benjamin Osceola at the Big Cypress Bingo Lake. 


Elder Joe Benjamin Osceola Retires 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS Big Cypress Res- 
ervation native Joe Benjamin Osceola is a 
Tribal senior to know and appreciate. He is 
a part of the living tradition and history of 
the Tribe. 

In a time of continued prosperity he is 
a part of the Tribal legacy that remains from 
the past. 

Bom in 1949, the 60-year-old has seen 
a lot over the years, with some interesting 
things happening in that time as well. The 
first recorded case of snowfall took place in 
Los Angeles and the first sitcom, “The Gold- 
bergs,” aired on American television in his 
birth year. 

He explained how he remembers a sim- 
ple time, being bom in a camp in the area 
behind what is now the Big Cypress Senior 
Center. 

“It is kind of weird sometimes now, it 
used to be a lot different then,” Osceola said. 

In a time of turmoil and survival for 
the Tribe, he was 8 years old before an es- 
tablished Tribal Constitution was put into 
place. In 1957 it was ratified by a 241-5 vote 
and allowed the Tribe to have federal rec- 
ognition as the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 
The first Tribal Council was also elected 
that year. 

“The old fashioned times are gone now 
and all kinds of new stuff has come in,” 


Osceola said. “It is kind of funny to me.” 

He recalls learning one of his most 
enjoyable pastimes of car motor work and 
welding through his late Uncle Jesse Osceo- 
la beginning in his mid to late teens. Fixing 
and repairing Ford 289, 350 and 351 Mus- 
tang engines, has always remained a pas- 
sion, he said. 

As the son of Idia and Charlie Osceola, 
he had two brothers, one now deceased, and 
one sister. He has spent the last 35 years 
working for the Tribe. 

In February, the former Tribal em- 
ployee decided to call it quits. Prior to his 
retirement, he worked at the Junior Cypress 
Rodeo Arena, doing work as a mechanic as- 
sistant, land developer and foreman. 

Tribal Council members, as well as 
friends, family and former co-workers, hon- 
ored him at a special retirement luncheon at 
the Herman L. Osceola Gym in BC. He said 
he appreciated all the kind words they had to 
say about him. 

“Everything they said brought back a 
lot of memories,” he said. “There were some 
really good guys there. They also remem- 
bered a lot of things about me.” 

“I just want to take it easy now and do 
my own stuff though,” Osceola added. 

He said relaxing among longtime close 
friends such as Ruby Osceola, Violet Jim 
and others and continuing his work with mo- 
tors, fishing and cattle upkeep are also a part 
of his plans. 


Third Annual Aviation Day Takes Flight 



BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Students from Trib- 
al schools, as well as community members 
and guests gathered at the Big Cypress Air- 
field to see some of the aviation industry’s 
equipment during the 3rd annual Aviation 
Day on April 3. 

Some of the items on display included 
two helicopters, a turbo prop-airplane, a 
Diamond 40 aircraft and Extra 300 props. 
In addition, members of the Tribal Aviation 
Dept, hosted an air show where they per- 
formed spot maneuvering, line drops and 
other air tricks. 

Tribal Aviation Director Clint El- 
Ramey said establishing a new tradition 
and partnership with the Tribe’s Education 
Dept., including a scholarship program, will 
hopefully continue to develop more of an in- 
terest in aviation among Tribal youth. 

“We want the kids to get up close and 
allow them to know that getting into this 
industry is an attainable goal for them,” 


El-Ramey said. “Each year the students get 
more involved. The Education Dept, has 
also continued to help create a healthy re- 
lationship.” 

Beginning this summer, the first-year 
scholarship program will offer two scholar- 
ships to students interested in aviation. Re- 
quirements include being a Seminole Tribal 
citizen, a junior in high school, at least 16 
years of age and maintaining at least a 3.0 
grade point average with good attendance. 

“Clint [El-Ramey] wanted to let the 
students know what resources are available 
to them,” Tribal Higher Education Advisor 
Linda Iley said. 

“This also helps to open the students up 
to the idea of conquering their fears,” she 
added. 

Iley explained that such an opportunity 
will also instill confidence, and open minds 
and career doors. Ahfachkee School Princi- 
pal Walt Swan said he hopes Aviation Day 
piqued some of the students’ interest in avia- 
tion. 

“I think it all shows another industry 
our kids can do and 
another industry our 
kids can consider,” 
Swan said. “This is 


one more avenue to help prepare them after 
they finish up with school.” 

North Broward High School applicants 
Ari and Zachary Perlmutter have taken ad- 
vantage of the opportunity. The 16-year-old 
brothers from Weston, Fla. said a visit from 
Hollywood Education Advisor Will Bacon 
to their school got their attention. 

“I wanted to do it to enjoy the thrill of 
flying and to open up a new career for me 
because I love to travel,” Zachary said. 

His brother, Ari, said he attended the 
event because he might get his pilot’s li- 
cense one day, and also “because of the fun 
of it and pleasure as well.” 

El-Ramey said next year the Aviation 
Dept, hopes to continue to expand on the 
event by having military air craft such as an 
Apache or Blackhawk aircraft at the event. 
He added that overall interest in aviation has 
been beneficial to the department. 

“In the community there is a lot of 
positive feedback, even outside in other 
areas,” he said. “It has all allowed a better 
understanding of how our department really 
works.” 

For more information on the Aviation 
Dept, please call (863) 983-7677 or (954) 
989-6840, Ext. 10540. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Kaitlin Osceola takes a close up look inside the cockpit of a Bell 407 helicopter. 



BC Board Rep. Cicero Osceola watches the air show. 


Janessa Jones relaxes on one of the private jet seats. 


Ahfachkee students enjoy cotton candy during Aviation Day. 



April 24, 2009 • The Seminole Tribune • 5A 


| BIG CYPRESS 

Dove® Real Beauty Mother-Daughter 
Workshop Promotes Self-Esteem 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — In an effort 
to build and develop the self-esteem 
of Tribal females, the Big Cypress 
Community Center hosted the 
Dove® Real Beauty Mother-Daugh- 
ter Workshop and dinner March 3 1 . 

With the theme, “True beauty is 
inner beauty,” the event focused on 
promoting positive aspects of family 
relationships through activities and 
discussions. 


most two-thirds of girls in the Fort 
Lauderdale/Miami area believe they 
are not good enough or do not mea- 
sure up in some form. This belief 
includes their looks, performance 
in school and in their relationships 
with friends and family. 

“When a girl does not feel good 
about themselves they are going to 
engage in all sorts of negative activi- 
ties,” Bennett pointed out. 

She said one of the strongest 
sources of females’ self-esteem re- 
mains their relationship with her 


mother, mother-figure or female 
mentor. 

“Her self-esteem and confi- 
dence are the most important things 
to me,” Tribal citizen Judy Jim said 
regarding granddaughter, Trinity 
Williams. 

The Self-Esteem National Re- 
port also explains that the turning 
point for self-esteem in many girls 
comes in the transition into teenage 
years resulting in a loss of trust and 
communication with adults. As a re- 
sult, 49 percent of girls ages 13-17 
turn to their mother as a resource 
when they feel bad about them- 
selves compared to 92 percent of 
females ages 8-12. 

“I want them to see that listen- 
ing to everyone else is something 
they should not do,” Tribal citizen 
Sheila Bevenue said regarding 
daughters, Sabre Billie and Trinity 
Williams. She said the evening also 
allowed her and Billie some extra 
time to bond together. 

Signs of low self-esteem in- 
clude not wanting to try new things, 
speaking negatively about them- 
selves, giving up easily and waiting 
for others to assume authority, be- 
coming overly critical of and eas- 
ily disappointed in themselves and 
viewing temporary setbacks as per- 
manent and intolerable conditions. 

Youth with positive self-es- 
teem tend to enjoy interacting with 
others. They are comfortable in so- 
cial settings and enjoy group activi- 



“We want to build up self-es- 
teem and allow the daughters to turn 
to the mothers in times of crisis,” 
said Family Services Intervention 
Specialist Julie Bennett. “Our self- 
esteem is learned and developed.” 

She said the term self-esteem 
involves beliefs or feelings which 
each person has learned about them- 
selves, and also their self-percep- 
tions. It also defines and influences 
motivations, attitudes and behaviors, 
and affects emotional adjustment. 

Bennett said she hopes the 
event will be a tool in working on 
positive team interaction to fight 
against the forces taking control of 
young women in today’s society. As 
a former model for more than a de- 
cade, she explained that self-esteem 
crises are prevalent among young 
females today. Chris C. Jenkins 

According to the 2008 Dove® Grandmother Dale Grasshopper (R) enjoys the evening with granddaughter, Katie 
Self-Esteem National Report, al- Bert (L). 




(L-R) Sheila Bevenue and daughter, Sabre Billie at the workshop. 


ties and independence. 
When challenges arise 
they also tend to find 
solutions and tend to 
know their strengths 
and weaknesses. 

Fostering healthy 
positive self-esteem 
by parents can include 
choosing words care- 
fully, being a positive 
role model, identify- 
ing and redirecting a 
child’s inaccurate self- 
esteem beliefs, parents 
being spontaneous and 
affectionate with their 
children, giving them 
positive feedback, 
creating a safe home 
environment and help- 
ing the child to become 
more involved in con- 
structive experiences. 

The Dove® Cam- 
paign for Real Beauty 
is a global effort in- 
tended to serve as a 
starting point for so- 
cietal change among 
women. For more in- 
formation please log 
onto campaignforreal- 
beauty.com. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


FTC Prevention Services President and consultant Marc Fomby speaks to parents and students about hip-hop music 
content. 


Presentation Teaches Community 
About Hip-Hop Music Content 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Tribal citi- 
zens, employees and community 
members got an eye-opening lesson 
on hip-hop music, its origins and 
content on April 2 in a seminar held 
in the Herman L. Osceola Gym. 

FTC Prevention Services Pres- 
ident, CEO and Consultant Marc 
Fomby lead a debate and discussion 
on the hot bed topic. His company, 
FTC Prevention, is based out of 
Pearl, Miss, and provides informa- 
tion to parents, educators and com- 
munity members about the issues 
facing the youth of today through 
seminars and workshops. 

“My job is to inform and edu- 
cate the parents,” he said. “We are 
selling out our young people by not 
informing and educating them.” 

Fomby said the meaning be- 
hind his lessons on hip-hop stem in 
part from having four children of 
his own, two boys and two girls. He 
said he has spent the last eight years 
traveling the country and speaking. 

“The problem nowadays is 
that we [as parents and a society] 
are supporting this because there 
is a market for it,” Fomby 
explained. 

Tribal citizen Cara 
Tiger, who has four youth 
in her home, said she got 
a rude awakening from the 
presentation. 

“I do not understand 
what draws our kids to 
stuff that is so disgust- 
ing and degrading,” Tiger 
said. “If I do not under- 
stand what this music is 
about, how can I protect 
my kids?” 

Fomby offered some 
simple advice saying, 

“keep the lines of commu- 
nication open.” 

“Use what your kids 
are exposed to as dia- 
logue,” he added. 

In his presentation, 

Fomby discussed the me- 
dia and popular music of 
today which he said can 
often send negative rather 
than positive messages 
to the youth. Ahfachkee 
School student Bianca 


Fernandez agreed with his senti- 
ment on the negative messages, 
however, admits she has found a 
middle ground. 

“I listen to it,” Fernandez said. 
“I just do not repeat what they do.” 

Fomby said he initially began 
his presentations discussing all 
types of music, but due to the over- 
whelming popularity and demand 
of hip-hop, requests to cover it ex- 
clusively have made it a full time 
requirement. 

“The expressions on these par- 
ents’ faces give me the motivation 
I need to keep doing this,” Fomby 
said. 

In what is now a billion dollar 
industry, where 90 percent of the 
music producers are African-Amer- 
ican and 2/3 of those purchasing it 
are non-African-American, there 
remains a negative flow of images, 
content and perceptions directed 
toward youth, teens and young 
adults, according to Fomby. 

He said many of the record- 
ing artists he has spoken with said 
they bear the responsibility to not 
produce unacceptable material. 
However, in today’s culture some 
record companies demand the most 


controversial product to help boost 
sales. 

The former Alabama police of- 
ficer, music disc jockey and eldest 
of five siblings spoke earlier in the 
day to students at the Ahfachkee 
School in a presentation called Take 
This to the Bank. The message cen- 
tered on seizing the moment in life 
through hard work and diligence. 

“Opportunities are there for 
you in life, but are you ready?” he 
asked rhetorically. “I want to en- 
courage them to think.” 

The idea for Fomby’s visit 
came at the suggestions of Crissie 
Carter of the Tribal Employee As- 
sistance Program, Big Cypress Ed- 
ucation Advisor Patrick McElroy 
and Big Cypress Board Assistant 
Lenny Jim. 

“It was an incredible eye- 
opener for me,” Carter said. “I also 
want our kids to have an awareness 
to open their eyes to what they are 
being exposed to.” 

For more information on FTC 
Prevention, please log onto marc- 
fomby.com, e-mail fombyconsult- 
ing@bellsouth.net or call (601) 
939-0020. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


During his presentation, Marc Fomby provides information on the popular music genre. 
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Since 1 990 1 have protected rights like yours. 
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The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not 
be based solely upon advertisement Castillo worked as a Public 
Defender in Broward County from 1990-1996 and has been in 
private practice for nine years. In 1995 he was voted the Trial 
Attorney of the year. He graduated from Capital University in 
1989 and was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1990, Federal Bar in 
1992, and the Federal Trial Bar in 1994. 
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4-H Youth Lead Animals in Annual Livestock Show, Sale 


Demi Garza, Cartaya Billie Take Top Honors in Steer, Swine 


Steer Category 

Grand Champion: Demi Garza, 1,159 pound 







BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 


at this year’s competition. 

The ultrasounds of the 
steers were conducted by Don- 
BRIGHTON — The Seminole 4-H Chapter held nie Robertson of Robertson 
their annual Livestock Show and Sale the nights of March Livestock from Centerville, 

26-27 at the Brighton 4-H Bam. Texas. Robertson was also the 

Seminole youth from all reservations gathered in judge of the steer competition. 

Brighton to show off the animals they worked so hard Robertson said the man- 
raising during the months leading up to the event. datory ultrasounds may help 

The top winners of the night were Demi Garza from prevent the youth participants 
Immokalee, who received the Grand Champion title for from overfeeding their animals 
her steer, and Cartaya Billie, also from Immokalee, who in the future, 
received the Grand Champion title for her swine. “It’s more information 

The Reserve Grand Champion titles were awarded for them to observe and know 
to Dalton Koenes of Big Cypress for his steer and Troy about,” said Robertson of the 
Cantu of Immokalee in the swine category. results of the ultrasound. 

Participants from all reservations stayed busy during After all the animals were 
the months leading up to the Show and Sale. Youth par- weighed-in and placed in their 
ticipants first had to start off by selecting their animals, respective weight categories, 

Following the selection, they then took part in caring for the youth exhibitors kept busy 
their animals individually along with participating in pro- taking care of any last minute 
grams, clinics and weigh-ins. preparations for the show. 

“It’s hard,” said Skyler Burke, talking about taking The Small Animal Show 
care of her steer, Bubba Gump. “You have to wake up kicked things off on the night 
every morning and feed him, brush him and clean him.” of March 26. The young chil- 
Chelsey Ford, a two-year veteran of 4-H and from dren paraded into the arena 
the Immokalee Reservation said she learned a lot this with their chickens, rabbits, 
year with the help of her cousins and clinic supervisors goats and calves, 
who worked with her on a regular basis. One tip she The steers were next to en- 
leamed from her teacher was that it is better to use a whip ter the arena. Youth exhibitors 

with her swine rather than a cane, being that a cane is so lead their steers around the arena showing their command 
rough and hard. over the animals. Steers were observed and judged by 

“You have to go every day and practice, exercise and Robertson, 
clean out the pen,” said Ford. “I like balance — a steer that is a well rounded pack- 

The day before the show the youth transported their age of depth and muscling,” said Robertson, 
animals to the Brighton 4-H Bam for the final weigh-in. He said he also looks for structural soundness and 
During the last weigh-in the steers and swine were given length of body in steers. 

sonograms to measure fat depth, rib eye area and mar- After the winning steers were selected the youth 
bling of the carcass; this was done for the first time ever competed for showmanship in their respective level. For 

showmanship, the participants were judged on 
their handling techniques, how well their ani- 
mals reacted to them, general presentation and 
eye contact with the judge. 

Senior Showmanship went to Alexis Agui- 
lar of Immokalee, while Brighton’s Erena Billie 
and Skyler Burke were awarded Intermediate 
and Junior Showmanship, respectively. 

Swine judge Rick Ahrens carelully in- 
spected all nine weight classes of swine. As 
each class of exhibitors controlled their live- 
stock around the arena Ahrens spoke with each 
competitor privately offering advice and sug- 
gestions on how to finish their swine. 

Jaryaca Baker of Brighton, Immokalee ’s 
Mika Lopez and Brighton’s Aiyana Tommie 
didn’t need any advice on handling their ani- 
mals, winning Senior, Intermediate and Junior 
Showmanship, respectively. All showmanship 
winners received the honor as well as a com- 
memorative silver belt buckle. 

“I saw a lot of interest and enthusiasm for 
what they were doing,” said Robertson about 
the exhibitors. 

The youth participants did not just have the 
livestock show to prepare for, but also had the 
sale to get ready for. Prior to the auction let- 
ters were sent out to local businesses and com- 
munity members asking individuals to bid on 
and purchase a specific 
animal. 

Spencer Jock, 
whose swine took a first 
place finish, sent out 
a couple hundred let- 
ters introducing himself 
along with his hog. He 
included pictures of his 
animal and photos of 
him working with it. 

The sale proved to 
be a success with many 
exhibitors bringing in 
large bids. 

Tribal Council 
members and Tribal of- 
ficials had friendly bid- 
ding wars on the top 
ranked animals. 

Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress and President 
Richard Bowers Jr. sat 
across from each other 
and went back and forth 
bidding on the Reserve 
Grand Champion Steer. 
Chairman Cypress won 
out and left President 
Rachel Buxton Bowers nodding his 
head with a laugh. 


The Pee Wee exhibitors line up to show off their projects. 


Demi Garza leads the Grand Champion Steer into the ring. 


Trinity Williams guides her 230 pound hog around the arena. 


Jessica Lopez puts glitter on her steer, which that Chairman Mitchell Cypress bought. 


Drayton Billie takes first place in his swine class. 


steer 

Reserve Grand Champion: Dalton Koenes, 
1,247 pound steer 

Senior Showmanship: Alexis Aguilar, 1 ,1 74 
pound steer 

intermediate Showmanship: Erena Billie, 
1,191 pound steer 

Junior Showmanship: Skyler Burke, 1 ,300 
pound steer 

First Place, Blue Ribbon: Skyler Burke, Mar- 
shall Tommie, Jessica Lopez 
Second Place, Blue Ribbon: Kalgary Johns, 
Nehemiah Roberts, Erena Billie, Kenny Davis 
Jr., Jacob Cotton 

Third Place, Blue Ribbon: Rayven Smith, An- 
dre Jumper, Kelton Smedley, Kristina Osceola 
Third Place, Red Ribbon: Zepheriah Roberts 
Fourth Place, Blue Ribbon: Jessi Osceola 
Fourth Place, Red Ribbon: Blake Baker, Aaron 
Alvarado 

Fifth Place, Red Ribbon: Alexis Aguilar, Kiylier 
Baker 

Sixth Place, Red Ribbon: Jonah Alvarado 
Swine Category 

Grand Champion: Cartaya Billie, 271 pound 
hog 

Reserve Grand Champion: Troy Cantu, 260 
pound hog 

Senior Showmanship: Jaryaca Baker, 268 
pound hog 

Intermediate Showmanship: Mika Lopez, 257 
pound hog 

Junior Showmanship: Aiyana Tommie, 255 
pound hog 

First Place, Blue Ribbon: Spencer Jock, 
Chelsey Ford, Jon Jimmie, Drayton Billie, 

Kyle Alvarado, Levi Billie, Jonathan Bowers 
Second Place, Blue Ribbon: Camryn Thomas, 
Cassandra Jimmie, Rosa Urbina, Edward 
Aguilar, Mika Lopez, Brianna Nunez, Billy 
Yates, Quinton Smith, Issiah Alvarado 
Third Place, Blue Ribbon: Dayra Koenes, 

Callie Joe, Tylor Tigertail, Chaska Osceola, 
Christopher Briscall, Taylor Fulton, Jermaine 
Bennett Jr. Mailani Perez, Alphonso Alvarado 
Jr. 

Fourth Place, Blue Ribbon: Ahnie Jumper, 
Kenneth Deschenee, Rodni Mercer, Preston 
Smith, Destiny Nunez, Trevor Thomas, Dennis 
Gonzoles Jr., Alexis Jimmie, Aaron Osceola 
Fifth Place, Blue Ribbon: Ethan Aguilar, Catlen 
Tommie, Jaryaca Baker, Destinee Jimmie, 
Randy Osceola, Danni Jae Tommie, Nicholas 
Correa, Robert Fudge; Fifth Place, Red Rib- 
bon: Damion Escobar 

Sixth Place, Blue Ribbon: Abraham Tigertail, 
Ragan Osceola, Jade Tapia, Jenna McDuffie, 
Sarah Descheene, Sean Osceola, Lahna 
Sedatol 

Sixth Place, Red Ribbon: Blevyens Jumper, 
Chelsey Alvarado 

Seventh Place, Blue Ribbon: Cooper Rivers, 
Sabre Billie, Trinity Williams 
Seventh Place, Red Ribbon: Justin Roff, 
Larissa Delarosa, Oscar Yates, Anthony Joe, 
Ivess Baker, Cyrus Smedley 
Eighth Place, Blue Ribbon: Ashley Faz 
Eighth Place, Red Ribbon: Hunter Strickland, 
Ashton Beer, Rylee Smith, Dasani Fry, Myrick 
Puente, Brydgett Koontz, Mila Osceola, Delia 
Harjo 

Ninth Place, Red Ribbon: Keniyah Yzaguirre, 
Amber Alvarado, Aiyana Tommie, Ravenne 
Osceola, Marquis Fudge, Chastity Harmon 
Tenth Place, Red Ribbon: Kathy Kippenberger, 
Annie Joe, Brandtley Osceola, Courtney Gore 
Eleventh Place, Red Ribbon: Ashton Baxley. 

Immokalee Club Swine: 255 pound hog 
Big Cypress Club Hog: 298 pound hog 

Pee Wee Exhibitors 

Dante Thomas, Aleah Turtle, Alexis Gore, 

Heith Lawrence, Justin Gopher Jr., Marley 
Herrera, Caleb 0. Billie, Leo Osceola, Canaan 
Jumper, Kanya Billie, Madyson Osceola, 
Alyssa Gonzales, Karlyne Urbina, Aniya Gore, 
John Gore 3rd, Jalee Wilcox, Nick Andrews, 
Harmony Cypress, Priscilla Alvarado, Jaliyah 
Arteaga. 
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Valerie Marone 

S.W.A.M.P. members and parent volunteer Tammy King (Back Row, Second from Right) get ready to enjoy some dinner. 


S.W.A.M.P. Members Thank Parent Volunteers 

Tammy King, Ray King Recognized by Club Members 

BY VALERIE MARONE 
Contributing Writer 

BRIGHTON — The youth from S.W.A.M.P., 
which stands for Seminoles Without Addictions Make 
Progress, would like to express their appreciation to par- 
ent volunteer Tammy King for providing the club mem- 
bers with a delicious meal at their March 5 meeting. 

King is the mother of three S.W.A.M.P. members, 

Odessa, Morgan, and Braceton, who she said all love 
the S.W.A.M.P. She added that she feels it is important 
to have the S.W.A.M.P. as a drug-free zone where her 
children can go and have fan, leam about the dangers of 
drugs and participate in drug-free activities. 

The youth from S.W.A.M.P. would also like to ex- 
press their appreciation to parent volunteer Ray King for 
providing the S.W.A.M.P. members with delicious and 
nutritious meals on a weekly basis. 

He works all day and then prepares a meal for the 
S.W.A.M.P. members after finishing at his job. King 
then delivers the meal to the gym where the club mem- 
bers gather for their Prevention Committee Meetings 
and to play drug-free, fun games in the S.W.A.M.P. 



Tribe Joins Okeechobee County Fair 
for Seminole Heritage Day Festival 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

OKEECHOBEE, Fla. The Seminole Tribe 
of Florida was given the honor of having March 14 
be named Seminole Heritage Day at the 3rd annual 
Okeechobee County Fair. 

On this day, members of the Tribe shared their heri- 
tage and culture with spectators and tourists alike at the 
Okeechobee Agri-Civic Center. 

“We want people to know that the Seminoles are 
still around,” said Norman “Skeeter” Bowers. 

This was the first year that the Seminole Tribe par- 
ticipated in the Okeechobee County Fair. 

“We wanted to include everyone in the area; people 
that mean something to Okeechobee,” said Okeechobee 
County Fair Association President Linda Syfrett. “And 
certainly the Seminole Tribe means a lotto Okeechobee.” 

Willie Johns of Brighton agreed with Syfrett, say- 
ing “we consider Okeechobee home.” 

The Seminoles set their area of the fairgrounds up 
to replicate an authentic Indian campsite with different 
chickees spread out on the premises. 

Tribal citizens sold traditional Seminole clothes and 
jewelry. Some included dolls and toys for sale. There 
was a food chickee that offered Seminole favorites in- 
cluding frybread and pumpkin bread. 

The Seminole Okalee Village offered entertainment 
including an animal show and alligator wrestling with 
James Holt. 

“Where else can you go to a county fair and see 
someone wrestle an alligator,” said Syfrett. “It’s lots of 
fun!” 

Professional venomous snake handler and animal 
trainer David Weathers also known as “Cobra Kid” put 
on a show, wowing the crowd with some of the most 
dangerous snakes to be found. 

“Now for some fun,” Weathers grinned as he slow- 
ly enticed an Indian Cobra snake out of a box labeled 
“DANGER.” 

Weathers got on the ground and while eye level 
with the snake, moved his head along with the cobra’s 
head. 

Weathers became widely recognized in the business 
in 2002 when he had a near-fatal bite to the stomach 



Rachel Buxton 


James Holt walks around the alligator to get a feel for the 
animal’s temperment. 


from an Asian Monocled Cobra. He has appeared on 
The Tonight Show with Jay Leno, Ripley’s Believe it or 
Not and has been in features on the Discovery Channel 
and Animal Planet. 

The Seminole Tribe has had a relationship with the 
Okeechobee community for years. 

“It is a big asset,” said Syfrett about the Seminole 
Tribe’s participation in the county fair. “We would re- 
ally like to have them for two Saturdays.” 



Rachel Buxton 


(L-R) Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Roger Smith, Little Mr. Seminole Lance Howard, President Richard Bowers Jr., Brighton Jr. 
Miss Aiyana Tommie, Brighton Miss Seminole Stevie Brantley and Jr. Miss Seminole Amber Craig get ready to make their grand 
entrance into the rodeo arena as special guests. 
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Annual Agricultural Bus Tour Features Seminole Presentation 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

The University of Florida’s Collier County Agricul- 
tural Extension Office hosted its annual agricultural bus 
tour of the Immokalee area on March 18. 

The full day of activities began at the Collier Coun- 
ty Agricultural Center in Naples and included visits to 
local farms, groves, packing houses, educational facili- 
ties and a luncheon at the historic Roberts’ Ranch. 

This year’s sell-out tour accommodated approxi- 
mately 400 people, divided into two separate groups, 
who signed up months in advance for an opportunity to 
leam more about the farming and ranching operations 
of South Florida. 

The majority of the participants were comprised 
mostly of retired professional people with backgrounds 
in law, banking, real estate, insurance and corporate 
management. 

For the third year in a row, the tour organizers in- 
vited the Seminole Tribe of Florida to make presenta- 


tions to both groups of visitors during their lunch break 
at Roberts’ Ranch. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress discussed the impor- 
tance of agriculture during his presentation. 

“Thousands of years ago. Native Americans were 
the first farmers in what has become the state of Flor- 
ida,” the Chairman said. “In addition to hunting and 
fishing, farming became their main food supply. In the 
early- 1500s, the Spanish brought cattle and pigs which 
increased our ancestors’ ability to improve their econo- 
my and establish permanent settlements.” 

“Agriculture has had a similar effect on people ev- 
erywhere,” continued Chairman Cypress. “With today’s 
growing world population it is more important than ever 
to protect our food sources and improve our agriculture 
to insure the survival of future generations. The Semi- 
nole Tribe of Florida is dedicated to investing in that 
future.” 

During the opening remarks of her presentation, 
Tribal citizen Mary Jene Koenes offered a brief history 
of the Seminole people, beginning with their ancestors’ 



Judy Weeks 

Following Mary Jene Koenes’ (R) presentation to the agricultural tour, she receives numerous inquiries regarding Seminole 
economy, history and culture. 



occupation of the lands that currently 
comprise the southeastern portion of the 
U.S. 

Quickly covering the effect of en- 
croachment by white settlers and the 
Seminole Wars, she guided her audience 
along the trail of development from the 
barter system to an economy that could 
sustain her people in the rapidly trans- 
forming world of the 20th century. 

“Our livelihood became depen- 
dant upon the sale of arts and crafts to 
the tourist trade and employment in the 
farming and ranching industry,” said 
Koenes. “Increasing development caused 
our grandparents and parents to seek per- 
manent residences on the parcels of land 
being set aside for reservations. In order 
for survival, we again looked to the land 
to sustain us.” 

Beginning with the introduction of 
the first cattle programs during the 1940s 
and 50s, Koenes described the growth of 
the Seminole cattle industry. 

She discussed the experimenta- 
tion with breeds that could acclimate to 
Florida wetlands and native grasses, ge- 
netic improvements, breeding programs 
to insure quality, the electronic ID, or 
EID System, introduction of feedlot mar- 
keting and the new Pasture to the Plate 
project. 

Koenes also discussed Seminole 
farming projects that provide quality 
production of vegetables, citrus and sug- 
arcane for national consumption and the 
need to preserve our natural resources. 

“Rapid development around the 
world is endangering our food supplies 
and creating drastic changes in our envi- 
ronment,” she said. “It is imperative that 
we protect our agricultural interests.” 


Agricultural tour participants (Back Row, L-R) Kris Kaye and Terry Hotchkiss 
thank Mary Jene Koenes (C) for her presentation. 


Rock operations are benefiting substantially from the 
In addition to agriculture, health and education pro- revenue that they pump into the local economy,” Presi- 
grams were outlined in response to inquiries. Follow- dent Bowers said. “They create jobs, opportunities for 


ing her presentation, Koenes was surrounded by curious vendors to provide our supplies, an influx of tourist dol- 


guests with a multitude of questions regarding culture, 
daily life in a Seminole village, language, school cur- 


lars and increased cash flow for local businesses.” 

“Our Tribal citizens and employees spend their in- 


riculum, governmental structure and shareholder distri- come on housing, vehicles and utilities,” he continued. 


bution. 

In response to questions regarding Seminole casi- 


‘They support local merchants by purchasing essentials 
such as food, clothing, household goods and entertain- 


nos and Tribal dividends, President Richard Bowers Jr. ment products. Their taxable income helps to supple- 
provides an observation that surprises most of his listen- ment local, state and federal government expenses. We 


are doing our part to make a vital contribution to ease 
“Communities surrounding our casinos and Hard the effects of the current suppressed economy.” 


Seminole Storytellers Chronicle Oral History at Two Events 



BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

The Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum’s Oral 
History and Outreach Program hosted two 
forums for Tribal citizens to listen and share 
legends and stories in an effort to chronicle 
the Seminole history and ensure its passage 
from one generation to the next. 


The first event took place on April 3 at 
the Broward Community College Planetari- 
um at 10 a. m., creating a meeting location 
easily accessible for the Hollywood and Ft. 
Pierce communities. Assembling on the cer- 
emonial grounds at the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Mu- 
seum in Big Cypress on the evening of April 
4, the facilities provided ample room for a 
larger participation. 

Oral History Co- 
ordinator Elizabeth 
Lowman said the event 
was only open to Tribal 
citizens due to the na- 
ture of what was said 
by the storytellers. 

“The goal of our 
staff is the preservation 
of oral history without 
compromising spiri- 
tual beliefs or ethical 
values,” Lowman said. 
“Participants can be 
assured that any infor- 
mation shared will be 
given the utmost care 
and they will have the 
opportunity to deter- 
mine whether it will 
be recorded and when, 
or if, it can be released 
from the archives.” 

Following a bless- 
ing by Onnie Osceola, 
the participants gath- 
ered on the ceremonial 
grounds of the museum 
and listened to stories 
contributed by various 
Tribal citizens. 

Carol Cypress 
told a story she learned 
from her father, Willie 
Frank. 


“The children are eager to leam and 
they ask many questions,” said Cypress. “It 
is important that we teach them about their 
past and their clan history, whether it is the 
creation, how the stars got their names, the 
rules that mankind should live by or the ex- 
periences of our ancestors.” 

For a brief moment, the listeners were 
carried back in time as William Cypress, in 
traditional dress, played his flute and whistle 
to accompany his contribution to the eve- 
ning. 

Gordon Oliver Wareham gave anima- 
tion to the stories that he related with sound 
effects, voice changes and body language 
as he transported his audience through the 
ages. 

Everyone nodded in agreement as Len- 
nie Jim introduced the significance of “spit 
stories” and the dire consequences of failure 
to comply. 

Stanlo Johns, a senior from Brighton, 
said he almost didn’t attend the event, but in 
the end, was happy he did. 

“When I heard that a group of seniors 
was going from Brighton to Big Cypress 
this evening, I had no idea what was going 
to take place,” Johns said. “I am very glad 
that I climbed aboard the bus. 

“We are losing many of our seniors and 
they are taking vital information with them,” 
he added. “This small gathering represents 
the majority of the storytellers left at Brigh- 
ton. Listening to [the] speakers this evening 
has refreshed my memory.” 

Tribal citizen Happy Jones also said she 
was glad she attended the gathering, though 
she only listened to others’ stories, rather 
than telling her own. 

“Sitting outside in the woods with the 
fire burning and the bugs buzzing, it has 
been good to listen to the old stories,” said 
Jones in response to requests for her to re- 
late from her past. “Tonight I came to listen; 


maybe next time I will be the 
storyteller.” 

Operations Manager with 
the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
Brian Zepeda expressed the 
importance of having such 
types of events. 

“[A] problem that comes 
with oral storytelling and his- 
tory is the confusion that de- 
rives from people inadvertent- 
ly combining two stories as 
time clouds their memories,” 
he said. “Getting together and 
relating what we know can 
sometimes put things back on 
track.” 

Zepeda said the erosion 
of culture that is plaguing nu- 
merous Tribes needs to be ad- 
dressed and remedied for the 
sake of future generations. 

“During my 12 years with 
the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum, 

I have been repeatedly re- 
minded about the gradual loss 
of our oral history during the 
past few generations,” he said. 

“This tragedy is not limited 
to Seminoles, but is affecting 
Native Americans everywhere 
and action needs to be taken 
before it is too late.” 

“Several years ago, I was attending an 
assembly where Beau Taylor of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee was lamenting the rapid 
loss of his Tribe’s stories,” Zepeda added. 
“Immediately, a member of the Choctaw 
Nation responded that they were concerned 
about the loss of their language. Without 
language, stories and oral history, Native 
American cultures are in danger of extinc- 
tion. I consider myself very fortunate that 
my grandmother and great-grandmother 


shared their stories and traditions with me.” 

His brother, Pedro, traditional sports 
specialist with the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
echoed his brother’s comments on the need 
for culture preservation. 

“It is our hope that all Tribal members 
will want to share their knowledge and pass 
along the stories that recount our morals and 
history,” he said. “In order to know where 
we are going, we must know our origins and 
past. We all have pieces of the stories and it 
is important that we gather them together to 
insure our future.” 



Judy Weeks 

Lennie Jim brings his stories to life with expressive body language. 
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TWO BEDROOM - $800 

INCLUDES UTILITIES ! 


* BALCONY OR PATIO 

* WALL TO WALL CARPET 

* ELEVATORS 

* PICNIC AREA W/ GRILLS 

* SHUFFLEBOARDS 


* TWO CLUBHOUSES 

* SWIMMING POOL 

* JACUZZI 

* COMPUTER LAB 

* ON-SITE MANAGER 


Near to beaches, medical facilities, shopping. 
Limited transportation available. 


MUST BE 55 OR OLDER AND LOW INCOME QUALIFIED 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

(954) 428-3480 

www.praxis2.com 


PRAXIS provides Equal 
Housing Opportunity 
and accepts housing 
vouchers. 



j^rotect_y ourself fro m - - 
making a mista ke^ - - 
“Pfactice'tffiese simple phrases! 

"No, you can’t search my car." 

“No, you can't search my home.” 
"No, I don't want to talk with you." 
“Call my lawyer l" 

Call Guy Seligman 

954 - 760-7600 

24 hours a day 
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SEMINOLE POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Tribal Reps, Employees Attend Leadership Seminar 


BY SHELLEY MARMOR 
Assistant Editor 

HOLLYWOOD — About 30 Tribal citizens and 
representatives from various departments attended the 
five-day Total Leadership seminar at the Hard Rock, 
March 16-20. 

Seminole Police Dept. Captain Kipper Connell led 
the seminar, which covered topics including effective 
communication, situational leadership, conflict resolu- 
tion, empowerment and motivating employees. 

He also held two other Total Leadership seminars 
in Hollywood, the first took place April 6-10 and the 
second, April 20-24. 

Captain Connell said he asked attendees, including 
Ft. Pierce Liaison Sally Tommie, Tampa Liaison Rich- 
ard Henry, Buildings and Grounds Dept. Director Ken 
Bonawitz, several Seminole Police Dept, employees 
and Assistant Director of Seminole Broadcasting Sun- 
shine Frank, for actual examples of conflicts each has 
faced while on the job. He said this goes along with the 
goal of the seminar. 

“I want to break management leadership down into 
simple, real word terms and explain how we can be 
more effective and correct the areas where we are less 
effective,” Captain Connell said. “I don’t spend a lot of 
time on theory; I use real world examples.” 



Shelley Marmor 


Seminole Police Dept. Captain Kipper Connell speaks to the class 
about effective communication during the five-day Total Leadership 
seminar, held March 16-20 at the Hard Rock. 


He said during the class, attendees watched videos, 
did group work, discussed case studies and listened to 
lectures to cover all the information. Attendee Sunshine 
Frank of the Broadcasting Dept, said “it was a very in- 
formative seminar and I think everyone in attendance 
will benefit greatly from it.” 

Captain Connell said he has taught the course to 
about 30,000 people across the U.S., including three 
presentations in Seminole Country five years ago; one 
at the Tampa Hard Rock and two at the Hollywood Hard 
Rock. Seminole Police Dept. Chief William Latchford 
asked Captain Connell, to present the seminar, and also 
invited him to present the seminars five years ago, be- 
fore he was the department’s chief. 

“He is a very dynamic instructor that instructs with 
a very passionate approach,” said Chief Latchford. 
“Captain Connell’s approach gives the student a com- 
mon sense approach because he really believes [in what 
he’s teaching] and is compassionate in his delivery. This 
program provides employees with tools to be better 
leaders.” 

According to Chief Latchford, “all Seminole Police 
Dept, employees will attend this training over time.” 
However, he said he also will open future classes to 
other Tribal department employees as well, just as he 
did in this seminar. 

“I believe everyone in my organization is a leader 
and this program will assist them with their fu- 
ture endeavors of members of the Seminole Police 
Dept,” he added. “We will always be open to pro- 
viding whatever training we have to other Tribal 
programs. We may be separate departments but we 
are here to serve one common interest with excel- 
lence and that is the Seminole Tribe of Florida.” 

Captain Connell said when he developed the 
seminar about 12 years ago it was divided into two 
sections, In-Depth Leadership and Advanced In- 
Depth Leadership. He said he would teach each 
section over the course of three days, but said he 
combined the two into one larger five-day seminar 
for the first time during this presentation. 

He has worked for the Seminole Police Dept, 
since October 2008. Prior to that he worked as a 
police commander in Pasco County, Fla. for 25 
years and has worked in law enforcement for the 
last 26. 

He said he has always had a knack for teach- 
ing, though he has only worked full time in law 
enforcement. In addition to the Total Leadership 
seminar, he has taught a Post Pursuit Tactics semi- 
nar, which garnered national media attention. 

The Post Pursuit Tactics seminar was featured 
on the CBS Evening News with Dan Rather sev- 
eral years ago and Captain Connell said after that 
he received requests to teach seminars all across 
the country. Captain Connell said the goal of that 
seminar was to help law enforcement workers 
leam how to best handle themselves after a pursuit 
because “a pursuit can be scary ... it causes your 
emotions to go off the scale.” 


Meet SPD Ag Officer Kenneth Tillman 



BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 

Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Seminole Police Dept. (SPD) 
Agriculture Officer Kenneth Tillman is a fixture in the 
Big Cypress commu- 
nity, and most have ei- 
ther seen him around or 
know him personally. 

He has been with 
SPD just short of five 
years, though has earned 
quite a reputation for his 
service. In 2004, Tillman 
was named SPD officer 
of the year. 

He said working 
among the Seminole 
people in the serene, re- 
laxing environment of 
the BC Reservation al- 
lows him to exercise his 
two most fond duties 
as an officer — helping 
people in need and serv- 
ing the community. 

“In law enforcement 
work, you either like it 
or you do not,” Tillman 
explained. “I like work- 
ing for the SPD because 
it is more of a nice and 
laid back atmosphere.” 

Among his many 
day shift duties, Till- 
man said he patrols back 
roads and cattle pastures, 
provides motorist assis- 
tance and ATV patrol, 
enforces trespassing 
laws for hunting and 
fishing, covers many 
Tribal functions and 


works with other departments. 

“We are really fortunate out here to have a close re- 
lationship with the Tribal members,” Tillman acknowl- 
edged. “If you like helping people and giving back to 
the community, then you could not ask for a better job.” 

The one-time Ah- 
fachkee School resource 
officer said a big part 
of what he enjoys most 
working with the BC 
community stems from 
his love of children. 

“I work with and 
around kids, and it all 
means a lot to me,” he 
said. 

Some of his other 
activities with the com- 
munity youth have in- 
cluded teaching ATY 
safety courses and at- 
tending the annual 
Camp Kulaqua retreat. 

He has two step- 
sons, both firefighters 
in Lee County, and five 
grandchildren. His wife 
is Debbie. 

As a 16-year veter- 
an officer, Tillman start- 
ed his career as an auxil- 
iary officer with Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Con- 
servation. The Labelle, 
Fla. resident was bom in 
Okeechobee, but gradu- 
ated from Immokalee 
High School. 

In addition to work- 
ing for SPD, he also 
owns his own heavy 
equipment and welding 
business. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Seminole Police Dept. Agriculture Officer Ken Tillman 


Move Over and Make Way for Emergency Vehicles 


BY WILLIAM R. LATCHFORD 

Chief of Police 

Perhaps you have looked in your rearview mirror 
and saw flashing lights behind you? Chances are that at 
some point, you have passed an emergency worker or 
a law enforcement officer pulled over on the roadway 
with his or her lights flashing. 

You should be aware that Florida law states you 
are required to move over, make way and slow down 
when approaching all emergency and law enforcement 
vehicles stopped in the roadway. The law, known as the 
Move Over Act, is designed to protect law enforcement 
officers, firefighters and other emergency workers from 
needless, accidental tragedy. 

Seminole Police Dept. Officers and Fire/Rescue 
personnel have learned that driving, especially when 
responding to calls for service, is the most hazardous 
duty performed in their profession. Across Florida, pub- 
lic safety personnel have been seriously injured due to 
drivers not paying attention. All these instances could 
have been avoided had the driver simply slowed down 
and moved over. 

The Seminole Police Dept, will strictly enforce the 
Move Over Act to help keep you and all public safety 
professionals safe. 

While on the roadway, please be alert, pay attention 
and remember the following: 

If an emergency vehicle is approaching from be- 


hind, put on your turn signal, yield to the right-of-way, 
slow down or pull over. Once the emergency vehicle 
has passed, use your turn signal to carefully re-enter the 
roadway. 

On a two-lane roadway, you are required to slow 
to a speed that is 20 miles per hour less than the posted 
speed limit. If the speed limit is 20 miles per hour or 
less, you must slow down to five miles per hour. 

If you are driving on an interstate or roadway with 
multiple lanes of travel in the same direction, and you 
approach an emergency or law enforcement vehicle 
parked along the roadway, you must vacate the lane 
closest to that vehicle as soon as it is safe to do so. 

When arriving at an intersection where an emergen- 
cy vehicle is approaching from the cross street, come to 
a complete stop and wait until all emergency vehicles 
have safety passed before continuing. 

If you are a driver who violates the move over law, 
you can be charged with a moving violation, which re- 
sults in a fine and points on your license. More impor- 
tantly, by violating this most important law, you would 
be putting both yourself and a dedicated “first respond- 
er” public safety professional at risk. 

On behalf of the men and women of the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida public safety departments, I urge you, 
help protect all those who are sworn to serve and protect 
you. Always remember to make way, slow down and 
move over when approaching an emergency or law en- 
forcement vehicle. 





SPD Captain Kipper Connell leads the class. 


Seminole Police Dept. Prepare Strategic Plan 


BY LT. JERRY MEISENHEIMER 
Seminole Police Dept. 

BIG CYPRESS — Members of the Seminole Po- 
lice Department’s (SPD) command staff met during the 
past several months to establish organizational goals 
and objectives for the next three years. The meetings 
took place at the Jimmy Cypress Public Safety Building 
on the Big Cypress Reservation. 

Tribal citizen Tina Osceola, who is well-versed 
in strategic planning, facilitated the first two sessions. 
Osceola, the Chief Historic Resources Officer, helped 
the 15 SPD staff members identify the police depart- 
ment’s three year plan to improve the quality of service 
it provides to all Seminole communities. 

Once Osceola laid the groundwork, SPD Captain 
Kipper Connell continued the step-by-step analysis of 
the police department’s current position, and projected 
where it should go in the future. 

The committee also addressed issues that are antici- 
pated to impact the Tribe with the expansion of gaming 
operations on the various reservations. Another factor of 
consideration is the planned development of property in 
Lakeland, Fla. 

During the meetings, the group established their 
mission, values, goals, objectives and action plans. They 
also listed the police department’s strengths, weakness- 
es, opportunities and threats. 

In addition, available resources, upcoming grants, 
and budgeting were considered. A key element to this 
plan is that all new incentives must be cost-effective in 
keeping with the current economy. 

The SPD command staff consists of the majors, 
captains, and lieutenants from both the operations side 


Chief Historic Resources Officer Tina Osceola instructs mem- 
bers of SPD in strategic planning. 


and the support services side of the police department. 
Chief of Police William Latchford and Director of Pub- 
lic Safety Jerry Wheeler guided their staff through the 
evaluation process. 

As a result of the planning sessions, specific direc- 
tives were laid out that detailed SPD’s response to the 
challenges facing the agency now and in the near future. 
Many new incentives were proposed to successfully im- 
prove the quality of life of the Tribal communities and 
to create a safe environment for all who live, work, or 
visit Seminole properties. 

Upon review, the Strategic Plan will be published. 
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(L-R) Virginia Billie listens as Raymond Garza talks about his uncle and Honorary Trail Boss Jacob Dennis DeVeogh drives his chuckwagon into the half way camp during the Cattle Drive. 
Osceola Sr. 





CATTLE 

From page 1A 


Chairman Mitchell Cypress also spoke 
about his relative and Cattle Drive name- 
sake. 

“This annual cattle drive was started in 
memory of my uncle, Junior Cypress,” said 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress. “Cattle ranch- 
ing was his business 24 hours a day. When I 
think of him, I see him on the back of a horse 
with his hat pulled down, sheltering his eyes 
from the sun or driving around the rez with 
a pickup truck load of kids, heading for the 
cow pens or the swimming hole. Men like 
him have made it possible for us to be here 
today.” 

Taking the point position, President 
Richard Bowers Jr. and Brighton Tribal 
Council Rep. Roger Smith signaled for the 
release of the cattle and then led the way up 
the trail. 

Each year new faces join the crowd, 
but the number of people who are making 
the cattle drive a tradition has increased dra- 
matically. Participant Julio Catala said he 
and his favorite mule hadn’t missed a year 
on the trail, while Hendry County Commis- 
sioner Karson Turner was attending for the 
first time. 

“This is my first cattle drive, but it won’t 
be my last,” stated Commissioner Turner. “I 
want to thank the Seminole Tribe for rolling 
out the Red Carpet for us today. This is an 
extraordinary experience that we couldn’t 
enjoy anywhere else.” 

Jobe Johns is an athlete in the Eastern 
Indian Junior Rodeo and has followed the 
Junior Cypress Trail Drive since he was a 
toddler. Sharing a saddle with his parents, 
Billy Joe and Tara Johns, when he was 2, he 
rode his own pony every step of the way by 
the time he was 4. He now holds a position 
up front with the drovers pushing the cows. 

Vivian “The Texas Tornado” Villarreal 
took time out from a professional billiards 
tour she was participating in to attend the 
Trail Drive. Joining her among the VIPs this 
year was Native American singing star Shea 
Keck of the Eastern Band of Cherokees. 
Shea recently released her new blues ver- 


sion of John Anderson’s 
classic song “Seminole 
Wind.” 

Reaching the half 
way point, the riders 
guided the steers into the 
holding area in Mary Jene 
Koenes’ pasture. Water 
troughs for the livestock 
and refreshments for the 
cowboys and cowgirls 
were waiting around a 
tent which had been set 
up for the occasion. 

President Richard 
Bowers Jr. addressed the 
assembly. 

“Our Honorary Trail 
Boss Jacob Osceola Sr. 
could not be here with us 
today, but he has joined 
us in spirit,” President 
Bowers said. 

“Jacob had a bad 
accident a few years 
ago, while rounding up 
some of his cows with 
a 4-wheeler,” he contin- 
ued. “A broken neck has 
placed him in a wheel- 
chair and prevented him 
from participating in this 
event. Once a partner 
of Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress, he still owns 
livestock at the Brighton 
Reservation from the es- 
tate of his father, Harjo 
Osceola.” 


(L-R) Native American singer Shea Keck, Chairman Mitchell Cypress and Vivian “The Texas Tornado” 
Villarreal get ready to head ‘em up and move ‘em out at the 13th annual Junior Cypress Cattle Drive. 


Judy Weeks 

Ko’Oshee Henry picked out his own blue hat for the Cattle Drive, and 
even rode by himself. 


Raymond Garza came forward on be- Brighton Reservation is being made into a 


half of his uncle, Jacob Osceola Sr. 


historical landmark and is representative of 


“My uncle was honored to have been the hard fiP s endured by our cattlemen and 
selected as today’s trail boss and regretted women. 


that he couldn’t participate in the drive,” he 
said. “However, in his absence, he has asked 
me deliver his thoughts to you.” 

Reading from a statement prepared by 


Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Roger 
Smith acknowledged the words of Jacob 
Osceola Sr. and emphasized the importance 
of the Cattle Program for the Seminole Tribe 


Jacob Osceola Sr. , Garza related the way and residents of Florida. 


that the cattle program provided an income - , 

for the Seminole people and accomplished we are P roduc ' n g for „ tde P r 0 ese .^ and pre- 

, * , • r m s ... sprvina tor thp tiitiirp Rpn Smith sain 


; By keeping our lands in agriculture, 


land custodianship that made the Tribal citi- 
zens a part of the land like their forefathers. 

In addition, the pre- 


serving for the future,” Rep. Smith said. 

The cattle and riders returned to the 
Trail Drive for the second leg of their jour- 
gram has proven to ney. Arriving at the Junior Cypress Arena, 
be an important way the , ' vest ° ck welcomed some down time 
to develop individual and l h u e nder ® were served a barbeque din- 
business enterprises " en The conclusion to a day on the trail was 
the evemng performance of the Eastern In- 
dian Rodeo Association. 


Jacob Osceola Jr. talks about his dad, Jacob Sr., the honorary trail boss. 


on the reservation. 

Joining Garza, 
Jacob Osceola Jr. said 
a few words about his 
father. 

“My father wants 
us all to remember 
those first cattlemen 
like Morgan Smith, 
Junior Cypress, John 
Henry Gopher and 
Jack Smith, Sr., to 
mention a few,” he 
said. “Those men had 
a vision and genera- 
tions later the Semi- 
nole Cattle Industry 
is the result. “ 

“My father want- 
ed to thank the Ah- 
Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
and all the people 
who worked on the 
Cattlekeepers Exhib- 
it,” Osceola added. 
Judy Weeks “xhe Red Bam at the 


Joe Billie Sr. is mounted and ready to ride in the Cattle Drive. 


Laquita Jumper, Rev. Bruce Pratt, Moses “Bigg” Jumper Jr., Paul 


Hendry County Commissioner Karson Turner from Clewiston, Fla. attends Bowers Sr. and President Richard Bowers Jr. take part in the opening cer- 
his first Cattle Drive. emonies 



Judy Weeks 

Raymond Garza, nephew of Honorary Trail Boss Jacob Osceola Sr., makes President Richard Bowers Jr. 
a presentation on his uncle’s behalf. Drive. 


Judy Weeks 

historical background for the Cattle (L-R) Rev. Bruce Pratt listens while Moses “Bigg’ 1 
ers Sr. stands ready to take the microphone. 


Judy Weeks 

r. makes opening remarks and Paul Bow- 
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Naples Community Craft Center Honors Juanita Osceola 





BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 


tainers with beads of all sizes and related 
materials. Samples of patchwork, sweet- 
grass and palmetto baskets, dolls, leather 
NAPLES — The Seminole residents of craft, wood carving and custom beadwork 
Naples celebrated the grand opening of their line the work counters. Scrap booking and 


new Community and Craft Center, dedicat- 
ed to the memory of Juanita Osceola, on the 
afternoon of March 20. 


art supplies are also available. 

On the opposite end of the building, the 
Community Center contains computers, a 


The facilities are located on Golden pool table, large screen television and state- 
Gate Parkway, at the far end of the same of-the-art nursery equipped to accommodate 


complex as the Naples Tribal offices. 


toddlers through third graders. A plate glass 


President Richard Bowers Jr., who window between the nursery and sitting 
co-emceed the event along with Juanita’s room permits visual supervision during play 


grandson, Naples Liaison OB Osceola Jr., time. 


welcomed everyone to the ribbon cutting 
ceremony and recalled memories of Juanita. 


The Seminole Tribe’s Chief Human 
Resources Executive Officer Lee Zepeda 


“What we call arts and crafts, Juanita will maintain a satellite office on the prem- 
Osceola called her job,” President Bowers ises. Other centrally-located office spaces, 


said. “Everyone will agree that she was a a lobby, kitchen facilities, restrooms and a 
skilled craftswoman and took great pride conference room complete the layout of the 


in the quality of her work. Not only did her center. 


family’s livelihood depend upon it, but she 


Cultural Outreach Specialist Sandy 
valued her reputation and accepted her re- Osceola will be directing a flexible program 
sponsibility to pass on the traditions of her that will coordinate the teaching skills of Three generations of descendants, (L-R) 
Seminole craftsmanship and provide a cur- 


ancestors.” 


Judy Weeks 

Son OB Osceola Sr., Daughter Mary 
Osceola Moore, Granddaughter Barbara Osceola-Butera and Great-Granddaughter 
Ciara Billie-Guerue, surround the portrait of Juanita Osceola in the lobby of the 
new Community and Craft Center in Naples that bears her name. 

or fire,” he added just before cutting the courses' in pottery making and weaving, in her values in her descendents.” 


“Seminoles have always sought gather- riculum satisfactory for several age groups, 
ing places, whether it was a camp, chickee Future plans include a language program, 


ceremonial ribbon. “Beginning today, the addition to other artistic endeavors. Com- 
Naples community will have their gathering munity activities also will be administered 


place at the Juanita Osceola Center.” 

The facility features a large office for 


Trail passed through her 
“Traditional by nature, my grandmother homeland, opening a new 
was suspicious of change, but open minded avenue of income to her 
as she watched the transformation of the 


people. Returning with her 
family to the Everglades, 


from the facilities. 

m m , . . During the opening ceremony Naples worldT aromd^he^ he lidded V ‘She recog- ,a,„„ y 

the Culture Dept, with a centrally located Liaison OB Osceola Jr. talked briefly about nized that survival for her le wou f d f arm ing and logging jobs 

sewing area surrounded by supply shelving growing up in his grandparent s camp and d d education in order for them to became a part of their new 

and individual craft tables. An entire wall of then offered insist into the personality of cl £ m th £ place in society . She moved her economy . Rising her seven 

er Juanita. children to area s where they could children, Tahama, Curtis, 

She grew up in the same tra- atten d school and encouraged her grandchil- *' " 

irifl manripr ac hpr smr.PRtnrQ . . . . . 


custom cabinets holds a multitude of con- his grandmother, Juanita. 


OB Sr., Pete, Mary, Guy 


(L-R) Pedro Zepeda and Marissa Osceola organize bead supplies 
in the craft center. 


ditional manner as her ancestors, dren to seek higher education but never for- and Marie in villages along the Trail, she ner J 

hunting, fishing and growing their „ etwhere they originated.” sunnlemented the familv income bv the sale great-grand children and 


own food,” Liaison Osceola said. 


A member of the Panther Clan, Juanita of her crafts. 


“She taught her grandchildren and 
' now they are go- 


“Mostofthe things that she needed 0sceola was the matriarch of the Naples 

s e made wi er own ands and commundy and an j con Q f the family and work, Juanita’s granddaughter, 

er cu tore was very mipo an o Clddjra i traditions of the Seminole women Osceola-Butera, 


ing to come here and pass their culture and 


Examining an ornate piece of bead- J^tageon to the next generation,” he said 
- - - Barbara That will keep a smile on her face. 


her. A fiercely independent wom- 
an, she was determined to instill 


grandmother. 

“My grandmoth- 
er was a hard task 
master,” said Osceo- 
la-Butera. “She was 
always striving for 
perfection, but at 
the same time, she 


Judy Weeks 

Connie Slavik examines a piece of beadwork in the Juanita 
Osceola Craft Center. 


Judy Weeks 

Cultural Outreach Specialist Sandy Osceola will coordinate 


the Cultural Enrichment Programs at the Juanita Osceola 
Center. 


of her era. She was bom in the early 1900s in called memories of 
an isolated hammock at an area which cur- growing up with her 
rently lies along the east- 
ern edge of Collier Coun- 
ty, within the boundaries 
of what is now the Ever- 
glades National Park. 

One of several chil- 
dren belonging to Futch 
and Ruby Cypress, she 
was raised in a traditional was gentle and filled 
manner in a remote camp with never ending 
deep in the swamplands, 
accessible only by dug- 
out canoe in the rainy 
season or on foot during 
the drier months of the 
year. Her contact with 
the outside world was ex- 
tremely limited until she 
became the wife of Cory 
Osceola and moved with 
him into a Seminole vil- 
lage in the Miami area. 

Juanita had already 
started her family by the 
time that the Tamiami 


love. She wanted us 
to reach our poten- 
tial while never for- 
getting who we are 
and where we came 
from.” 

Looking up at 
his mother’s smiling 
portrait in the lobby 
of the new Juanita 
Osceola Center, OB 
Osceola Sr. laughed 
and said, “She’s 
watching us ... this 
is a good thing.” 


Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Naples Liaison OB Osceola Jr. watches as President Richard Bow- 
ers Jr. officiates at the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for the Juanita Osceola 
Center in Naples. 


Seminole Tribe Hosts Renowned Native Artist Sam English 



BY ROBERT C. NORTH SR. 

Boys & Girls Club Director of Development 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida was 
selected to host Turtle Mountain Band of 
Chippewa Indian artist Sam English for one 
week, March 30- April 3. 

Through a grant from the W.K. Kel- 
logg Foundation, approximately 10 schools 
or community programs serving American 
Indian students had the opportunity to host 
English, and the Seminole Tribe was select- 


ed as one of these 10. The Tribal Boys & 
Girls Clubs coordinated several events for 
English to speak and work directly with the 
Tribal citizens. 

At public events, English promotes pos- 
itive expression in art with Native American 
youth across the U.S. to combat the inci- 
dents of alcohol, drug abuse and unhealthy 
lifestyles in Indian Country. 

At a luncheon held at the Seminole 
Okalee Indian Village on March 30, and 
hosted by Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. 

Max B. Osceola Jr. and 
Hollywood Board Rep. 
Gloria Wilson, English 
spoke before parents, 
grandparents and em- 
ployees, and explained 
his way of thinking, 

“If we can positively 
impact one Native Youth 
in the process of encour- 
aging art expression, we 
have done a good job,” 
he said. “That one youth 
that is impacted will have 
a positive impact on five 
more youth, and so on. 

“We are in the middle 
of one of our worst battles 
as Indian people — try- 
ing to save our youth,” 
English added. “I feel 
that through these Native 
Youth art workshops, we 
will obtain great success, 


Robert C. North Sr. 

Big Cypress artist Sabre Billie (R) receives praise and direction from 
Sam English (L). 



Robert C. North Sr. 

Up-and-coming artist Dacia Osceola roughs out designs on the open canvas. 





and participating youth will gain the confi- 
dence they need to strengthen their direction 
in life.” 

English worked with Seminole youth 
in Hollywood and Big Cypress through 
out the week, teaching participants initially 
in the medium of colored pastels and then 
graduating to acrylic paint on canvas. He en- 
couraged the youth to keep their ideas and 
themes positive. 

On the second day of the art workshop, 
participating youth were asked to produce a 
collaborative picture on a 2.5 foot by 3 foot 
canvas using acrylic paint. 

For three Seminole youth, the work- 
shops came at an opportune time. 

Hollywood Tribal citizen and workshop 
attendee Randee McDonald has plans of 
pursuing an art degree at Nova Southeastern 
University in Ft. Lauderdale, while Victor 
Osceola also a Hollywood Tribal citizen and 
workshop participant, has been accepted to 
Full Sail University in Orlando for studies in 
animation. Sabre Billie of the Big Cypress 
Reservation recently proved her artistic 
skills by winning an overall second place in 
a nationwide student art contest. 

Hollywood Culture and Language Co- 
ordinator and Seminole artist Jo Motlow 
North said she was impressed with English’s 
ability to relate with the youth. 

“We thought Sam did a good job with 


Sam English (R) poses near the completed group acrylic composition with (L-R) Shell! Osceola, Vic- 
tor Osceola, Deila Harjo, Austin Lewis and Shania Johns. 


and the book, Sam English, The Life, Work 

the youth because he has a positive way of & Times of an Artist, in a raffle. English also 


encouraging them to be bold and express 
themselves in a positive way,” North said. 
“Mr. English talks about the mistakes he 


autographed the winning items. 

Ahfachkee School Dean of Students 
Dominique Troadec praised English’s abil- 


made and how he is now committed to help- ity to relate to Native youth. 

• -kt . • ■ i . ,i o i , r» “TJp VioH on nnoanm; 


ing Native youth to take full advantage of 
their time when they are still young” 


He had an uncanny, subtle way of 
reaching the Seminole youth that inspired 


At the community luncheons set up for self-expression through art,” Troadec said. 
English on the Hollywood and Big Cypress “ He 1S a powerful Native American that I 


Reservations, Seminole Tribal citizens had wil1 alwa Y s welcome with open arms”. 


the chance to win posters with English’s art 


English’s work is recognizable by his 
use of elongated figures 
to depict his people as 
well as the night sky, stars 
and nature. Sam has been 
honored with numerous 
awards from art shows 
around the country, in- 
cluding the prestigious 
2009 Lifetime Achieve- 
ment award from the 
Southwestern Associa- 
tion for Indian Arts. He is 
also known for his dona- 
tion of artwork for post- 
ers for non-profit agen- 


(L-R) Hollywood Board Rep. Gloria Wilson and 
Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. 
present Sam English with a Seminole shirt made 
by Donna Turtle. 


Robert C. North Sr. 

(L-R) Christopher Joe, Callie Joe, Richard Billie Jr., and Sam English 
with the cooperative art project at the Ahfachkee School. 


cies and commissions amongst Native youth. The work of Sam 
from various tribal and English is also represented in private art col- 
govemmental agencies. lections around the world. 

English further is To learn more about Sam English, his 
committed to the Na- art, his life and his recently published book, 
tional Native American please log on to samenglishart.com. 
Recovery Movement and For more information on the upcom- 
continues to support ef- ing events of the Boys & Girls Clubs of the 
forts in the prevention of Seminole Tribe of Florida please visit the 
alcohol and drug abuse website at seminolebgc.org. 
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Ahfachkee 
Students Receive 
Academic 
Awards 

BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — With the completion of 
the third quarter of the 2008-2009 school year, the 
faculty and students of Ahfachkee gathered in the 
Herman L. Osceola Gym for an awards ceremony 
on March 27. 

During the ceremony, each child received 
recognition for their accomplishments; they were 
recognized by grade level and achievement status. 

The school’s library also presented special 
awards for accelerated readers, goal achievers and 
high point scholars. Rickyjoe Alumbaugh was the 
most improved student for the quarter and Tyler 
Cypress brought his grades up in every subject. 
Eagle Billie earned the High School Accelerated 
Reader Award with 115 points to his credit. 

In addition, sixth grader Sabre Billie received 
special recognition during the awards ceremony. 
She was one of 604 students from 30 states to enter 
the 2009 Native American Student Artist Compe- 
tition. Open to all American Indian and Alaskan 
Native students, the entries related to the theme 
“Tradition is My Life, Education is My Future.” 

“Education Tree” by Sabre Billie took second 
place in the sixth through eighth grade category. 
As a winning artist, she will receive art supplies 
and a trip to Washington, DC in July. A framed 
copy of her art work is currently on display at the 
Ahfachkee School. 

During opening remarks, Principal Walt Swan 
congratulated the students on their accomplish- 
ments and made announcements concerning the 
curriculum for the coming year. 


Please see AWARDS on page 2B 



Judy Weeks 


(L-R) Second graders Evanne Pratt and Thomlynn Billie 
are acknowledged for their accelerated reading accom- 
plishments. 



(L-R) Davin Carrillo watches closely as Pedro Zepeda, traditional arts coordinator of the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum, demonstrates the proper carving technique. 


Culture Day Teaches Students Seminole Traditions 



BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 


older students carved wood using a real carving knife. around and around the rodeo grounds to find their next 
“This is something that’s been handed down, some- clue. Before the students were able to get the next clue 
thing that’s been important for our people,” said Pedro they had to work together as a group to spell out words 
Zepeda, traditional arts coordinator of the Ah-Tah-Thi- in their native Creek language. 


BRIGHTON — Students from the Pemayetv Ema- 

hakv Charter School learned Seminole traditions April Ki Museum. “Not just the skills themselves, but what 
2 as they made their way to the Cultural Village at the those skills have allowed us to be able to do.” 

Fred Smith Rodeo Grounds for Culture Day, put on by The students participated in a challenging scaven- 
the Culture Dept. ger hunt that also forced them to practice their Creek 

At Culture Day students learned life skills that have language skills, 
been part of the Seminole culture for centuries. History teacher Jade Braswell divided the students legends. 

“It’s important so they will know how to do things into groups as they competed for the top prize of candy. “Legends are important because they give out se- 

that we did way back when we were younger,” said Students were given a clue and then made their way crets throughout the story,” said Jim. “It’s for the chil- 


The younger students also practiced their Creek by 
playing Duck, Duck Goose where they had to say the 
words in Creek as they went around the circle. 

Herbert Jim of the Tampa Reservation captured the 
students’ attention and curiosity as he told ancient Tribal 


Lorene Gopher, director of Cultural 
Education. “We try to incorporate ev- 
erything into the teachings we do at the 
Charter School.” 

Culture Day consisted of three very 
important traditions in Seminole cul- 
ture: cooking and carving, legends and 
the Creek language that was incorpo- 
rated through games. 

The girls learned how to make In- 
dian frybread while the boys learned 
another important skill, wood carving. 

Each girl was given their own bowl 
and was assisted by members of the 
Culture Dept, as they worked the water 
into their flour to make the bread. They 
learned how to shape the dough and 
even had to place it in the oil over the 
burning flames by themselves. Martha 
Jones and Gopher helped the children 
fry the bread under the cooking chickee. 

While the girls were busy cook- 
ing, the boys focused on carving. The 
younger boys learned how to carve us- 
ing soap and a butter knife, while the 


Rachel Buxton 


(L-R) Morgan Yates and Destiny Elliott mix the water into the flour with their hands. 


dren to use their imagination and think 
of the questions in these stories and then 
they learn more by asking these ques- 
tions.” 

Jim started off his legend about the 
eagle by handing out feathers to each stu- 
dent. He explained to the children how 
the feather represents life and death and 
that those feathers are only to be used to 
pray. 

“This is your heritage; you are 
Seminoles,” Jim told the students. “It’s 
up to you to carry these stories in your 
prayers.” 

At the end of the day students and 
teachers enjoyed the frybread that the 
girls worked so hard making. 

Culture Day helped educate students 
of their native heritage, something the 
Charter School with the help of the Cul- 
ture Dept, has worked so hard to do. 

“All these things we learn, none of 
them actually belong to us as an individ- 
ual,” said Zepeda, “It’s something for us 
to pass on to everybody.” 


Pemayetv Emahakv Students Take Time Out for Fun Day 



Rachel Buxton 


(Back Row, L-R) Brian Bishop and Isaac Osceola push Layne Thomas (Center, L-R) and Brady Rhodes on their 
self-made scooter spaceship. 


BY RACHEL B UXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Students at Pemayetv Emahakv took a break from 
their academics to enjoy a fun day outdoors that included friendly com- 
petition and physical activities at the softball field at the Brighton Gym on 
March 20. 

“It’s just a day for students to come out and have fun and blow off 
some steam at the end of the year,” said Physical Education teacher Chris 
Goodwin. 

The fun day consisted of eight stations set up with detailed instructions 
on how to perform each competition. 


Physical Education teacher Pam Matthews 
came up with the ideas for the stations. Both 
classes in each grade level stayed together and 
competed against each other at each station. 

At station 1, “The Brighton 500,” students 
had to make a scooter ship out of three scooters 
and a mat. They then had to push two designated 
classmates around a race track to cross the finish 
to win. 

At station 2, “Chariots of Tire,” students 
had to pull a classmate sitting in a tire to the fin- 
ish and then drag the tire back and repeat until 
all students got a chance to be pulled in 
the tire chariot. 

Station 3 was a rest point for chil- 
dren. Students relaxed and took a break 
enjoying ice pops and ice-cold water. 

Students enjoyed a game of tug- 
o-war at station 4. Teams mixed up the 
competition with varying competitors 
to class against class, boys against girls, 
the three shortest students of each class 
against each other as well as the three 
smallest students competing against each 
other. 

Base Run was the name of the game 
at Station 5. One team started at home 
plate while the other team started at sec- 
ond base. Students competed in a relay 
format where one member would run 
around the bases and would then pass the 
baton on to the next teammate. Students 

cheered their classmates on. “Run like the wind,” teams yelled at 
the runners. 

Students were challenged at Station 6, the “Com Cob Throw.” 
Students laid on their backs and attempted to throw a piece of com 
over their head using nothing but their feet. This station posed a dif- 
ficult challenge. 

Laughs could be heard from Station 7, “Fill the Pants.” One 
student on each team wore an extra large pair of sweatpants and at- 
tempted to catch balls thrown by their teammates inside their pants. 
The first student to catch 12 balls inside the pants was the winner. 
Around and around students ran trying to steal clothespins from 


their opponent’s shirt sleeve. Station 8, the “Clothespin Tag,” challenged 
students to be the last one standing with clothespins intact. 

To wrap up the fun day, grade levels competed in the Quest Challenge 
in the breezeway of the Charter School. 

For the Quest Challenge, students listened to a verbal challenge and 
the first grade to complete the challenge or answer the question correctly 
won points. Challenges included students racing to the center circle wearing 
two different shoes, students rolling their tongues and even teachers doing 
cartwheels. Students also had to correctly identify bones in the body and 
perform mathematical equations in their heads to earn points. 

Fifth grade was the winning grade with fourth grade coming in right 
behind. 



Rachel Buxton 

Sunni Bearden rounds third base and gets ready to pass the baton. 
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(L-R) Keeno King and Ahfachkee School Coordinator Eileen Hager display Sabre Billie’s art work that 
won second place in the 2009 Native American Student Artist competition. 


AWARDS 

From page IB 


“Our school has undergone 
serious evaluation throughout the 
course of the year and the staff and 
children have stepped up to a high- 
er level,” said Swan. “Our high 
school has gone from 7 to 40 stu- 
dents and in order to meet the de- 
mands of higher education, grades 
six through 12 will begin changing 
classes in the fall.” 

“We will have departments for 
language arts, social studies, sci- 
ence and math, with new programs 
being initiated,” he added. “The 
current model for our school was 
good, but the future demands that 
we increase our capacity for the 
benefit of the students and faculty.” 

Big Cypress Tribal Council 
Rep. David Cypress was on hand 
to congratulate the school’s stu- 
dents, as well as the faculty and 
staff. 

“The fact that our educational 
system is growing is a sign that we 
are doing something right,” Rep. 
Cypress said. “We have been fill- 
ing our expansion requirements 
with portables but before long we 
will have outgrown their capacity 
and will need to look at new op- 
tions. Keeping up with our educa- 
tional needs is a challenge that I am 
looking forward to meeting.” 

A large number of students 
had received excused absences to 
participate in the Seminole 4-H 
Show and Sale being held on the 
same day as the Ahfachkee Awards 
Ceremony. Their achievements 
were acknowledged and their cer- 
tificates distributed after the event. 



Judy Weeks 


Ahfachkee’s Third Quarter Award Recipients 


3.0-3.49 GPA - Ahfachkee Achievement 
Athena Bert, Caniah Billie, Evol Buck, Leilani Gopher, Brianna Bowers, 
Katesa Kirkland, Carlos Romero, Edward Aguilar, Charles Alexander, 
Bradin Jim, Chaska Osceola, Mazzy Robbins, Cartaya Billie, Elisah 
Billie, Eyanna Billie, Bluesky Friday, Trinity Williams, Ethan Aguilar, 
Jonah Alvarado, Darius Friday, John Robbins, Ignacia Rodriguez, 
Jacob Cotton, Michaela Cypress, Chelsey Ford, Chloe Hendrickson, 
Natalia Martinez, Katherine Bert, Ellyse Frank, Esyra Frank, Haden 
Littlbear, Marco Flores, Susie Jim, Sarah Osceola, Juan Salazar, 
Savannah Tiger, RickyJoe Alumbaugh, Chad Motlow, Tequesta Tiger, 
Bianca Fernandez, Tana Bear-Osceola, Steven Frank, Ragan Osceola, 
Jose Cisneros, Jessica Lopez. 

3.5-3.99 GPA - Ahfachkee Honor 

Cameron Alexander, Evan Cypress, Nicholas Andrews, Caleb Billie, 
Ivan Billie, Harmony Cypress, Gabriel Hendrickson-Porter, Barbara 
Jimmie, Dacia Osceola, Katrina Columbo, Hermione Calderon, 
Ramona Jimmie, Hehchoo-Ye Jumper, Adrian Mendoza, Liberty Rob- 
bins, Willie Smith, Amaya Solano, Carlee Billie, Tash-Sho-Tah-Che 
Jumper, Thoya Robbins, Thoya, Ezekiel Roberts, Richard Billie, Ricky 
Rodriguez, Jack Aguilar, Cassandra Alexander, Eliza Billie, Janessa 
Jones, Emmitt Osceola, Abraham Tigertail, Issian Alvarado, Thomlynn 


Billie, Marley Billie-Herrera, Romeo Garcia, Evanne Pratt, Kevin Ivey, 
Brendon Otero, Ryanne Pratt, AnnaBelle WhiteShield, Sierra Kirkland, 
Christopher Alexander, Joelli Frank, Joelli, Leauna Billie, Sabre Billie, 
Kaitlin Osceola, Destiny Robbins, Justin Roff, Taylor Tigertail, Alyssa 
Noah, Jon Ross Billie. 

4.0 GPA - Ahfachkee Scholar 

Tauni Cypress, Charlie Osceola, Timothy Tigertail, Elijah Cook, 
Spencer Aguilar, Kobe Billie, Kamari Ivey, Canaan Jumper, Brandi 
Osceola, Leo Osceola-Onco, Camden Rhymes, Valholly Frank, Elise 
Brown, Precious Jimmie, Alena Stockton, Shana Balentine, Jalycia 
Billie-Valdez, Brandon Frank, Kylen Jumper, Abigail Tigertail, Alyssa 
Burnett-Osceola, Bionca Acosta, Alexis Aguilar. 

Perfect Attendance 

Sontino Billie, Timothy Tigertail, Timothy, He-Choo-Ye Jumper, Elise 
Brown, Abigail Tigertail, Eyanna Billie, Jathaniel Brooks, Trinity Wil- 
liams, GraySun Billie, Sabre Billie, Caitlin Cypress. 

Ahfachkee Participation 

Sontino Billie, Lauren Doctor, Cale Osceola, Daleen Osceola, Keaton 
Billie, Angelie Melton, Dontai Russell, Dontai, Anthony Wells. 
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[Editor ’s Note: Ramona Kiyoshk is a freelance and off. Erdrich paints them into the landscapes, using 
writer and member of the Ojibway First Nation of Wal- subtle brush strokes. It is this matter-of-fact understate- 
pole Island, Ontario. The opinions she expresses are her ment that gives brutality a wrecking ball impact, leaving 
own. She can be reached at satin.moccasins@gmail. the reader gasping and helpless. 
com.] In Father’s Milk, Erdrich uses mysticism, beauty 

This collection of short stories by Chippewa super- and violence like fine-honed tools. In a relentless struggle 
writer Louise Erdrich contains 30 selections from three for survival, even the most loyal face betrayal. A young 
decades, handpicked by the author herself. Some have Indian mother mourning her child lost in a massacre sets 
previously been published in magazines, and six are out to find the baby. A hardened soldier is transformed 
brand new. into a nurturing father by an act of desperation. A young 

These stories, arranged chronologically, fol- wife dies after being ravaged by three days of labor be- 
low Erdrich from her captivating early years into new fore giving birth to a beautiful plump son. Native Amer- 
realms that reflect 
a seasoned, mature 
writer honed by 
personal tragedy. 

She is everywoman 
victorious. 

The first entry 
and title story, The 
Red Convertible, is 
about two brothers 
who come of age 
amid the Vietnam 
War. The siblings 
are on a recreation- 
al trip to Winnipeg, 

Manitoba, Canada, 
when they become 
mesmerized by a 
car that appears to 
have a life of its 
own — “And of 
course it was a red, 
red Olds. ” They 
buy the car on the 
spot and begin a 
meandering road 
trip across America. 

Erdrich’s sto- 
ries are often tragic, 
told in a style that 
bounces between 
hilarious and heart- 
breaking. The Red 
Convertible is no 
exception. There is 
the trademark bap- 
tism by fire, and the 
reader comes away 
purged, cleansed 
for rebirth. 

Knives is the 
cheerless story of a 
middle-aged, unat- 
tractive butcher’s 
assistant who seeks 
solace in romance 
magazines and 
novels until a hand- 
some traveling 
salesman wanders 
into the shop one 

day at closing time. His advances make her aware of her servation and sense of place. Her novels and poetry are 
repressed loneliness. She finally tires of him and sends a surprising mix of pathos, comedy, quirkiness and won- 
him away, but their bumbling affair is only the begin- der. Her characters are authentic and unforgettable and 
ning of startling changes for both. her depiction of the Native American as icon is unique. 

The Bingo Van is about an anti-hero who stands at The Red Convertible is a treasure to be enjoyed by 
the edge of vindication. Racism, violence, and poverty anyone wise enough to pick it up. 
are a part of Native American life, on the reservation 


THE 
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The Red Convertible 
Selected and New Stories 
By Louise Erdrich 


Pages: 496 

Released: January 2009 
Hardcover, $27.99 


NATIVE BOOK REVIEW BY RAMONA KIYOSHK 
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Marital & Family Law 


(954) 525-0651| (95Q 553898 fax 

320 S.E. 9th Street, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 


Divorce 
Modifications 
Appeals 
Child Support 


Alimony 

Prenuptial Agreements 
Paternity Issues 
DomesticViolence 


Museum Quality 
Mineral Specimens 


New Age Crystals 


North Carolina 
nstones Cut Here 


Rock Tumblers 


Faceted Gemstones 


Gemstone Beads 


THE CRYSTAL CAVE 


6835 Stirling Road. Davie 
Shops at Stirling Place 


Custom Jewelry 
14k. 18k and Stirling Silver 


ROCK AND GEM SHOP 


!24InnniFri.*3D-3Sat 
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(L-R) Principal Russell Brown presents Melany Williams with the first place medal. 


Pemayetv Emahakv Students Compete 
in Tropicana Speech Contest at School 

Melany Williams, Erik Garcia Take Top Honors 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Several Pemay- 
etv Emahakv students competed in the 
Tropicana Speech Contest, held in the 
breezeway of the Charter School on 
April 2. 

Select students from fourth and 
fifth grade vied to win a spot in the dis- 
trict competition that took place at the 
Doyle Conner Agricultural Center in 
Moore Haven, Fla. on April 21. 

Leading up to the school competi- 
tion, the students worked on individual 
speeches with their teachers and par- 
ticipated in a classroom competition. 
The top six students and speeches were 
selected to compete in the school com- 
petition. 

Melany Williams and Erik Garcia 
took first place for their grades in the 
school competition. 

Competing for fifth grade were: 
Michael Garcia, Joshua Greenbaum, 
Kailin Brown, Zachary Hudson, Eliz- 
abeth Johns and Melany Williams. 
Fourth grade competitors were: De- 
metrius Clark, Diamond Shore, Joshua 
Madrigal, Sean Osceola, Andrew Dobbs 
and Erik Garcia. 

Members from the Glades County 
School Board Patricia Pearce, Janet Sto- 
rey and Jeri Wilson judged both speech 
contests. 

Williams won for her speech on the 
history of Chalo Nitka. She shared de- 
tails about the early days of the Glades 
County festival with the crowd. Wil- 
liams remained composed, showing her 
talent as a public speaker when she had 
technical difficulties with the micro- 
phone. 

Snagging second place for fifth 
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Melany Williams speaks about how much Chalo Nitka means to her. 


grade was Hudson who talked about his 
passion for the game of golf. He main- 
tained eye contact with the audience 
while he talked about the history of golf 
and his dream to one day play in the ever 
famous golf tournament, the Masters. 

Brown won over the judges, taking 
third place in the fifth grade competi- 
tion. Brown educated the audience on 
a historical moment in time, the assas- 
sination of the 16th president Abraham 
Lincoln. 

Erik Garcia grabbed the attention 
of the judges winning first for fourth 
grade when he spoke about the birth 
of his cousin. Garcia made the crowd 
laugh when he got down on his hands 
and knees imitating when he had to beg 
to hold his baby cousin who was bom 
on March 20. 

Second place for fourth grade was 
awarded to Dobbs for his speech on 
“How to survive changing to a new 
school.” In his speech, Dobbs gave in- 
structions on how to handle a bully and 
love-shuck girls. 

Third place winner Osceola had the 
crowd in hysterics when he spoke on 
how to get out of trouble. 

“I’m the master of getting out of 
trouble,” Osceola exclaimed. 

He advised his fellow students to 
follow three simple steps when in trou- 
ble; apologize, distract and say some- 
thing nice, Osceola said. 

Principal Russell Brown praised all 
the students competing for doing an ex- 
cellent job speaking in front of an audi- 
ence. 

“A lot of you are getting more com- 
fortable standing up in front of people 
and speaking and that’s a skill that is 
going to be very helpful for you,” said 
Principal Brown. 

The top two winners for each grade 
will represent the Charter School in the 
district competition. 

“This speech contest is not only a 
competition but a learning experience,” 
said Brown. 
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PEMAYETV EMAHAKV STUDENT HONORS 



Ms. Ebony oversees the 3-year-old students as they color their self-esteem hearts. 

Preschoolers Let Their Self-Esteem Shine 


SUBMITTED BY VALERIE M ARONE 
Contributing Writer 

BRIGHTON — Students in the 3- and 4-year-old 
classes at the Brighton Preschool learned about the im- 
portance of having high self-esteem from Family Ser- 
vices Dept. Counselor Peg Gillick and Valerie Marone 
of the Family Services Dept. Alcohol and Drug Preven- 
tion Program at the Brighton Preschool on March 27. 

The children were read a story about self-esteem 
and the puppets Wagner and Carmen from the Too 
Good for Drugs curriculum were used to help facilitate 
the discussion. By the end of the class the children were 
able to identify and express their feelings about being 
special and completed a craft that included at least one 
thing they thought was unique about themselves. 

The self-esteem class is one in a series of classes 
aimed at helping to build developmental assets in each 
child. 

During a child’s preschool years, when the foun- 
dations for healthy habits are established, the stage is 
set for a drug-free life. Children who resist early drug 
experimentation are often good at problem solving and 
self-help, two of the skill sets developed in a child’s 
preschool years. 

One of the best things about the preschool age is 


how much the children rely on the adults in their lives. 
At this point, the parent or guardian’s approval is highly 
prized and their teaching is well received during this 
time of unconditional devotion. 

The following tips will help parents work with 
their preschooler so the child will grow up happy, 
healthy and drug-free: Talk to the child about the joys 
of healthy living; celebrate his or her decision-making 
skills; stress the need to take personal responsibility for 
themselves, and their health and well being; help the 
child steer clear of dangerous substances that may exist 
in their immediate world; help the child separate make 
believe from real life; turn frastration into a learning 
opportunity; and praise him or her when they are help- 
ful. 

3- Year-Old Class Teachers: 

Mrs. Nicola, Ms. Ebony, Grandma Oneva and Grandma 

Ethel 

4- Year-Old Class Teachers: 

Miss Jimi, Miss Sheryl, Mrs. Alice, Grandma Mollie and 

Mrs. Lavern 



Kindergarten 

Mrs. Duncan - Caylie Huff 
Mrs. Webber - Jagger Gaucin 


Awards for Feb . 17-27 


Second Grade 
Mrs. Ball - Jarrett Bert 
Mrs. Moss- Aleina Micco 


Fourth Grade 

Mrs. Tedders - Trevor Thomas 
Mrs. Williams - Demetrius Clark 


First Grade 

Mrs. Davis - Jahbahn Arnold 
Mrs. Ringstaff - Keira French 
Mrs. Hudson - Eecho Billie 


Third Grade 

Mrs. Clements - Aiyana Tommie 
Mrs. Pryor - Brian Bishop 


Fifth Grade 

Mrs. Dobbs - Chastity Harmon 
Mrs. Finney - Zeke Matthews 



Kindergarten 

Mrs. Duncan - Davin Carrillo 
Mrs. Webber -Aubee Billie 

First Grade 

Mrs. Davis - Mallorie Thomas 
Mrs. Ringstaff - Caillou Smith 
Mrs. Hudson - Kai Osceola 


Awards for March 2-13 


Second Grade 
Mrs. Moss - Keely Billie 


Third Grade 

Mrs. Clements - Sunni Bearden 
Mrs. Pryor - Cheyenne Fish 


Fourth Grade 

Mrs. Tedders - Raylon Eagle 
Mrs. Williams - Josh Madrigal 

Fifth Grade 

Mrs. Dobbs - Thomas Bearden 
Mrs. Finney - Yo Osceola 






❖❖❖ 




Owned and Operated by 
Joe Dan and Virginia Osceola 

Authentic Seminole Arts & Crafts Oil, Pen & Ink, Watercolor Paintings 
Genuine Southwestern Jewelry Exquisite Collections of Basketry 
Intricate Native Woodcarvings Discount Tobacco and Products 


FREE PICKUP & DELIVERY TO SEMINOLE 
HOLLYWOOD 4 BIS CYPRESS RESERVATIONS 


BMS GET OUT & RIDE STIMULUS PLAN*!! 
20D9'S NOW IN STOCK!!* 

5 EDl*^DO @ 
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2 LOCATIONS 

T 4101 Davie Road Ext. « Davie, FL 33024 * 86^32^388S 
- 23m Okeechobee Btvd. * W. Palm Beach. FL 33409 * 877-434-9086 
www. BrowardMatorsports.com 
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Health 


Making 

Swimming Pool 
Safety A Priority 

BY NICHOLAS PERSAUD 
Environmental Health Sepcialist 

Swimming pool accidents can happen very quickly, 
and without warning. Every year drowning is one of the 
major causes of accidents, resulting in serious injury and 
death in children and adults. Learning and practicing the 
following swimming pool safety precautions is vital. 

Listed are some simple tips that can prevent drown- 
ing: 

Always have rescue equipment, including a life sav- 
ing flotation device and Sheppard’s hook, handy and near 
the pool. Do not use air filled aids as a substitute for ap- 
proved rescue equipment. 

Never allow children to swim alone without adult su- 
pervision, even if they have had swimming lessons. When 
children are swimming, be observant and supervise all 
activities. 

Encourage all children above the age of 4 to attend 
a certified swimming class. If this isn’t possible, instruct 
them in basic flotation and life saving techniques. 

Set pool rules and talk about pool safety to children 
at a very young age. Some examples of good pool rules 
include no pushing and no running around the pool. Teach 
older children the buddy system rule — don’t go in or near 
the water alone. 

Completely enclose the pool with removable pool 
safety fences that are at least 4 feet high and install self- 
closing and self-latching gates. Be sure to position latches 
out of children’s reach. To prevent children from getting 
to the pool, keep all doors and windows leading to the 
pool secure. Install alarms on doors that lead to the pool 
area. 

Position tables and chairs far away from the pool 
safety fence to prevent children from climbing into the 
pool area. 

Ensure that the cover of the swimming pool is com- 
pletely fitted over the pool. Never leave the cover partially 
open because children may become trapped under it. Also, 
never let children walk over the pool cover. 

Remove all toys from the pool after use so children 
aren’t tempted to reach for them. After the children are 
done swimming, secure the pool so they can’t get back 
into it. 

During social occasions designate someone as the 
pool watch guard. Adults can rotate this duty. 

Leam CPR (cardiopulmonary resuscitation). 

Keep all electrical appliances away from the pool. 

To avoid having to leave children unattended when 
receiving a telephone call, keep a telephone in the pool 
area with emergency numbers near the poolside phone, in- 
cluding local Seminole Police Dept, for your reservation. 

Remember, teaching a child how to swim does not 
make them safe in water. 




Team Seminole Supports Relay for Life 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

Community Outreach and Team 
Seminole Walk Coordinator Edna 
McDuffie canvassed the reservations 
in an effort to enlist Tribal citizens and 
employees to join Team Seminole in the 
Relay for Life. Assisted by Barbara Bil- 
lie of Big Cypress Wellness and Char- 
lotte Porcaro of the Immokalee Health 
Dept., teams were formed to participate 
in Clewiston, Fla. on March 14 and Im- 
mokalee on March 20. 

Stressing that the fight against can- 
cer is a team effort, individuals were en- 
couraged to not only attend the opening 
ceremonies at both locations, but take 
turns carrying the pendant during the all 
night vigil. 

By supporting the team, participants 
become part of a life changing event that 
celebrates those who have battled cancer, 
remembers loved ones lost and empow- 
ers everyone to fight back against this 
dreaded disease. 

As a recent cancer survivor, Tribal 
citizen Mary Jene Koenes used her story 
to encourage participation. 

“I am just one of the many Tribal 
members who have been stricken by this 
terrible illness,” Koenes said. “Cancer 
shows no mercy. It launches its attack on 
all ages, genders and races. It is important 
that we unite in the fight to find a cure.” 

“Because of the effort of people 
like those who make up Team Seminole, 
funds are being raised for research that 
is saving lives and providing the knowl- 
edge to win the battle against cancer,” she 
added. 

Koenes made a point to remind ev- 
eryone that they need to be proactive 


when it comes to cancer. 

“I can not encourage you enough to 
seek annual physical checkups as the first 
line of defense,” she said. “I showed no 
sign of illness, but fortunately, a routine 
scan detected my cancer in the early stag- 
es and provided an opportunity for me to 
receive treatment before it was too late.” 

Booths were set up at the local high 
school tracks in both communities in 
support of their teams. Each member 
of Team Seminole received a “Walking 
Together for Better Health” T-shirt and 
shared the opportunity to be a part of the 
race for a cure. 

A variety of fundraising projects 
were initiated at the Clewiston Relay. 
Big Cypress Board Rep. Cicero Osceo- 
la donated a laptop and three Seminole 
patchwork shirts with football logo back- 
grounds to be raffled off during the event. 

Tamara Parrish, Denise Gibson 
and Danielle McCall, from the Ahfach- 
kee School, Tribal Council employee 
Maureen Davis and volunteers Derrick 
Hughes and Dustin Lowman manned 
the Team Seminole booth. In addition 
to taking their turns in the relay around 
the track, they sold the raffle tickets and 
hamburgers and hot dogs throughout the 
evening. 

Tracy DeLaRosa of the Seminole 
Fitness Dept, set up her massage chair 
beside the Team Seminole booth in Im- 
mokalee. Requesting donations for the 
cancer relay, she kept a steady line of 
customers eager for a massage. 

Team Seminole members took turns 
circulating the spirit stick and pendant 
as they participated in the Relay for Life 
throughout the afternoon and evening. 
Applause rose from the crowd as the sur- 
vivors made their round. 



Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Mother and daughter team members, Amy Yzaguirre and Larissa DeLaRosa, 
carry the Spirit Stick around the track. 


Community Members Discuss, Learn About 
Diabetes at Tribal Health Dept. Forum 


BY SHELLEY MARMOR 
Assistant Editor 

HOLLYWOOD — Tribal Health Dept, employ- 
ees and local community health representatives spoke 
to Tribal citizens about a multitude of diabetes and 
health-related topics on March 26 at the Community 
Health Leadership Forum, held in the Hard Rock ball- 
rooms. 

The daylong event featured speakers including 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress, who shared his personal 
struggle with diabetes, Health Dept. Director Connie 
Whidden, Tribal Nutritionist Beth Morlang and Dr. 
Wendy Satin Rappaport from the University of Mi- 
ami’s Diabetes Research Institute. 

During the forum, titled “A Discussion of Diabe- 
tes,” Hollywood Board of Directors Rep. Gloria Wilson 
and Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola 
Jr. spoke to the attendees about the disease that affects 
Native Americans more than any other demographic, 
according to American Diabetes Association statistics. 
The two talked about the importance of making health 
a priority. 

“Those of you with diabetes, I know it’s hard; you 
want to eat like everybody else,” Rep. Wilson said. “I 
know we all like sofkee, and frybread is good, but I 
make it a treat for myself and only eat it at festivals or 
when someone else cooks it.” 

Rep. Osceola said he found the motivation to re- 
cently lose weight and lead a healthier lifestyle because 


he wants to see his youngest grandchild graduate col- 
lege one day. He encouraged those diagnosed with dia- 
betes to not see their diagnosis as the final word, since 
diabetes can be maintained through diet and exercise. 

“If you’ve already been diagnosed with diabetes, 
you can let it bring you down, or you can see it as a 
challenge,” Rep. Osceola said. 

In fact, the Chairman, one of the Tribe’s biggest 
success stories, did just that and saw his diabetes diag- 
nosis as a challenge to get healthy. He said he was first 
diagnosed in 1983 and had to use medications includ- 
ing insulin and as many as 15 others, in addition to diet 
modification and regular exercise, to get the disease to 
a manageable level. 

According to Suzanne Davis, director of the Al- 
lied Health Dept., those diagnosed with diabetes 
should take the hemoglobin Ale test, better known as 
the HbAlc test, every three months to make sure their 
blood sugar levels stay within an acceptable range. 

Ale is a bodily compound created when excess 
blood sugar sticks to hemoglobin, a protein found in 
red blood cells. The higher each person’s blood sugar, 
the higher their Ale score. The HbAlc test scores each 
person from 6-14 percent. 

Davis said a score of seven percent or less is ac- 
ceptable, and told the attendees the Chairman scored 
6.3 percent on his most recent test in 2008, down from 
an off-the-charts 14.4 percent score three years prior. 

Please see FORUM on page 7B 



Health Dept. Director Connie Whidden talks to the attendees about diabetes prevention. 
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Cooking Classes Teach 
Healthier Food Alternatives 

Weight Loss Tips, Cooking Demo, More Offered at Class 


BY M ARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The first class in the eight- 
week healthy cooking series kicked otf with Toma 
Hunter and Marjorie Meredith of the Hollywood 
Health Dept, giving attendees tips and tricks about 
healthier alternatives for their lives. 

During the first class, held March 17 in the Holly- 
wood Auditorium, the two offered tips on weight loss, 
distributed nutritional information and exercise tips, 
and had a hands-on cooking demonstration. 

“Try to count your fat grams and lower your over- 
all calories per day.” Hunter said. “Make sure to keep 
track of everything you are eating.” 

The two also expressed the importance about 
counting fat grams, lowering daily calorie intake and 
exercising for at least 30 minutes daily. 

“Don’t focus on the boringness of exercise, and 
find something you like to do,” suggested Meredith. 



Marisol Gonzalez 


Vincent Micco cuts mushrooms to put in his low-fat, 
low-calorie omelet. 



Marisol Gonzalez 


Loretta Micco has her weight and height noted so she 
can track her weekly progress. 

They also urged the Tribal citizens to try new 
products, including those that are high in fiber, which 
makes people feel fuller longer. The participants re- 
ceived aprons, a nutritional calorie/fat/carbohydrates 
book and a calculator to add up their daily intake of 
food. 

Loretta Micco, Vincent Micco and Hollywood 
Board Rep. Gloria Wilson attended the class. 

All agreed that they would continue to attend the 
classes and said that this was a perfect initiative to get 
them started on a healthier lifestyle. 

The attendees also sampled various lower-calorie 
and lower-fat products. The class then went on to pre- 
pare a healthy alternative of an omelet using fresh veg- 
etables and Egg Beaters® because they contain less fat 
and cholesterol than a shell egg. 

Classes will be held in the Hollywood Auditorium 
every Tuesday until May 5 from 4-5 p.m. 



Photo Courtesy of Seminole Media Productions 

Alpert Jewish Family & Children’s Services President Arnold Lampert, Seminole Media Productions Assistant 
Director Sunshine Frank, Alpert Jewish Family & Children’s Services Executive Director Neil Newstein, Seminole 
Broadcasting Reporter Briana Abittan and Graphic Design Specialist Miguel Friere. 


Seminole Media Productions Dept. 
Sponsors ‘No Excuse for Abuse’ Luncheon 


BY BRIANA ABITTAN 
Seminole Broadcasting Reporter 

WEST PALM BEACH — Whether it’s a verbal 
offense or a physical jab, domestic violence is an is- 
sue that affects the lives of people from every walk of 
life. Often times, abuse is overlooked and simply flies 
under the radar. 

However, for the Alpert Jewish Family & Chil- 
dren’s Services (JFCS) their mission is to heal the 
world one family at a time by increasing awareness and 
lending a helping hand to those in need. 

“The need for services became evident and we are 
able to provide quality professional services that make 
a difference in people’s lives,” said Neil Newstein, ex- 
ecutive director of JFCS. 

Seminole Media Productions (SMP) sponsored a 
gold table at the fifth annual No Excuse for Abuse Lun- 
cheon in hopes to help fund their two dozen programs 
dedicated to the cause. The event took place March 1 1 
at the Kravis Center for Performing Arts. 

Co-Chair Carla Fine said without the support of 
the community, the program would not be as success- 
ful as they are today. 


“I thank The Seminole Tribe of Florida for their 
unbelievably generous support,” she said. “Their con- 
tribution will go a long way and we hope to build a 
relationship with them.” 

According to the National Organization for Wom- 
en, Native American women experience the highest 
rate of violence of any group in the U.S. For Seminole 
Media Productions Assistant Director Sunshine Frank, 
this controversy hits close to home. 

“Our people are far too precious to allow domes- 
tic abuse to tear us apart,” Frank said. “That’s why it’s 
important to get involved with other organizations like 
JFCS, to raise awareness within our Tribe.” 

Linda Fairstein, former chief of the New York 
City Sex Crimes Prosecution Unit and New York Times 
best selling author was on hand to sign autographs and 
spoke to the 500-plus attendees that day. She stressed 
that violence happens everywhere, all the time. 

“This happens in every socioeconomic class, ev- 
ery religion, and every race,” Fairstein said. 

For more info on programs offered through the 
JFCS, please log on to jfcsonline.com. 



imate 

& Entertainment 

Premium Seating For 

All Local & National Events 

Concerts ★ Sports ★ Theatre 

For All Events Call: 

(305) 444-TIXX (8499) (800) 881-8499 
Visit us at: www.preferredultimate.com 


Happy with our Entertainment Service? 
Try our Full Travel Service 

Cruises Hotels Airlines 

305-445-6566 or (866)445-6566 
Visit us at: www.preferredultimatetravel.com 


Upcoming Events: 

Nickel back 
Tom Jones 
Spinal Tap 
Nine Inch Nails 
Don Henley 
Chicago 
No Doubt 
Kid Rock 
Toby Keith 
WWE Smacksown 
Rascal Flatts 
Marilyn Manson/Slayer 
Def Lepard/Poison 
Dave Mathews Band 
Jonas Brothers 
Crue Fest 
Depeche Mode 
Metallica 


I 


We Deliver - All Major Credit Cards Accepted 
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Chairman Mitchell Cypress discusses his personal struggle with diabetes. 


FORUM 

From page 5B 


During his presentation, Chairman Cypress en- 
couraged the audience members not to let their diabetes 
control their lives. He said in order to keep the disease 
at bay it was necessary for him to take an honest look at 
his lifestyle, set a goal to get healthy, take stock of his 
bad habits and ask for help. He said those four factors 
made it possible for him get his diabetes to a manage- 
able level. 

“There’s more help out there than you think there 
is, but you have to ask for it,” said the Chairman about 
the numerous Tribal programs targeted at diabetes pre- 
vention and education. 

Health Dept. Director Connie Whidden thanked 
Chairman Cypress for sharing his personal story, calling 
it “inspirational.” She also explained the difference be- 
tween Type 1 and Type 2 diabetes. Type 1 is sometimes 
referred to as “juvenile diabetes” because it onsets at an 
early age and is not typically lifestyle related. Type 2, 
the most common type in Native American populations, 
typically occurs as a result of lifestyle factors. 

“Most of our native people have Type 2,” Whid- 
den said. “But that can be controlled through diet and 
exercise.” 

Tribal Nutritionist Beth Morlang from Brighton 
gave a presentation about some of the tests a person 
living with diabetes should take to monitor where they 


stand with the disease. She said to remember the ABCs; 
A stands for the HbA 1 c test, B stands for blood pressure 
testing, and Morlang said 130/80 or lower is acceptable, 
and finally, C stands for cholesterol testing. 

Morlang said cholesterol screening is important be- 
cause “diabetes and heart problems go hand-in-hand” 
and those with diabetes have as much as four times the 
likelihood of developing a heart condition as those who 
don’t have it. She said each person’s total cholesterol 
should be less than 200 for optimum health. 

“Regular health tests are going to tell our doctor 
how well we’re doing,” she said. “But diet and exercise 
are always going to be our first line of defense.” 

Speaker Dr. Wendy Satin Rappaport from the Uni- 
versity of Miami’s Diabetes Research Institute spoke 
twice during the event, once about the topic “Living 
Clean . . . Staying Motivated” and also during the “Just 
Been Diagnosed - Now What?” presentation. 

She said that with diabetes, once one family mem- 
ber is diagnosed, the entire family is then affected by 
the disease. She said she refers to family members of 
diagnosed persons as having “Type Too” diabetes, be- 
cause “you have it too if your loved one does.” 

Dr. Rappaport assured the Tribal citizens in the au- 
dience that although they belong to a demographic with 
a high risk of developing diabetes, it is not guaranteed 
anyone will develop it. 

“It’s inevitable that you are at risk,” she said. “But 
it’s not inevitable that you get it.” 


| THE HEALTHY SENIOR BY FRED CICETTI 


[Editor s Note: Fred Cicetti is a syndicated colum- 
nist who writes about issues concerning senior citizens ' 
health. The opinions he expresses are his own. This is 
the third part in a three-part series on breast cancer. 
If you would like to ask a question, please write fred@ 
healthygeezer.com. All Rights Reserved ©2009 by Fred 
Cicetti '.] 

Q: My doctor put his stethoscope on my neck and 
muttered to himself, “no brooey.” I’m not the type to ask 
the doctor questions, but I’m still wondering what he 
meant by that. My spelling is probably wrong. 

A: Your doctor was checking your carotid arteries 
on the sides of your neck to see if the blood flow to your 
brain was blocked. If one of the arteries was blocked, 
it would make a “swoosh” that the medical profession 
calls a “bruit.” Your phonetic spelling is excellent. Bruit 
is pronounced “BROO-ee” like “phooey.” 

Carotid arteries run from the aorta — the main 
trunk of the arterial system — up to your brain. When 
these vessels become blocked, you have carotid artery 
disease, which can cause a stroke. 

The chances of developing this disease increase 
with age. About one percent of people in their fifties 
have significantly blocked carotid arteries, but ten per- 
cent of people in their eighties have carotid artery dis- 
ease. 

As you age, a sticky substance called plaque, which 
contains cholesterol, can accumulate on the inside walls 
of your arteries. The process is called atherosclerosis or 
hardening of the arteries. 

Some of the causes of carotid artery disease are 
high blood pressure, cholesterol in your blood, smoking 
and diabetes. 


It is possible to fight carotid artery disease. First, 
quit smoking. This is the probably the most significant 
thing you can do to combat this disease. In addition to 
quitting smoking, you should get regular exercise, eat 
a healthy diet and keep your weight down. Obviously, 
if you have high blood pressure, too much cholesterol 
in your blood or diabetes, you should be treating those. 

The common diagnostic tests for carotid artery dis- 
ease are: carotid duplex scan, an ultrasound study that 
shows the location and size of the problem; arteriogram, 
which is an X-ray and computerized tomography (CT 
Scan) of the brain for damage. 

The amount of blockage in a carotid artery deter- 
mines the risk of having a stroke. If the blockage be- 
comes severe enough, you may need surgery to open the 
blood flow to your brain. 

In carotid endarterectomy, a surgeon makes an inci- 
sion in the neck to open a carotid artery. The blockage is 
removed and the artery is closed. 

Carotid artery stenting is a procedure in which a 
wire mesh tube called a stent is positioned and expanded 
across the blockage in the artery. 

In its early stages, carotid artery disease may have 
no symptoms. The initial indication could be a stroke. 
However, you may experience warning symptoms of a 
stroke called transient ischemic attacks or TIAs, which 
usually last less than an hour. 

TLA symptoms include: weakness, numbness, or a 
tingling on one side of your body, inability to control a 
limb, loss of vision in one eye, and inability to speak 
clearly. 

If you experience TIA symptoms, contact your phy- 
sician immediately. 


Vehicles 

Vehicles for Sale 4/24/2009 



LAST 6 OF 

THEVIN# YEAR MAKE MODEL PRICE RANGE 


B98634 

2004 

FORD 

EXPLORER 

$4,1 50 to $6,115 

70D999 

1999 

REGULATOR 

26' REGULATOR BOAT 

$45,000 to $60,299 

B61041 

1995 

FORD 

TYPE II AMBULANCE 

$5,040 TO $10,080 


For more Information please contact 
Allen Ryczek 954-966-6300 ext.1 1 1 96 or HQ HWD room 225 



^ Smithsonian Institution 

Developed by the Smithsonian’s /National Museum of the Am; 

Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibition Service with generous support from Elizabeth Hunter 
Solomon, the Smithsonian Women’s Committee, and the AMB Foundation 


NATIVE WORDS 
NATIVE WARllH 


A remarkable story of Indian soldiers who used 
Native languages in service to the U.S. mili 



code, talker 


APRIL 24 -JULY 6, 2009 

Seminole Tribe of Florida 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
HC-61, Box 21-A 
Clewiston, FL 33440 
(877) 902-1113 
www.ahtahthiki.com 
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Sports 



Golf 2C 

Rodeo 3C 

Horseshoes 4C 



The Men's Division champion Trail team, along with Ruby Osceola, Herman’s mother (Third from Right). 


Herman L. Osceola Tourney Celebrates 25th Year 

Tribe’s Longest Running 
Memorial Tournament 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Tribal citizens from vari- 
ous reservations came out once again for one of 
the Tribe’s longest-running memorial tournaments, 
held Mar. 26-28. 

The quarter century old Herman L. Osceola 
Basketball Tournament brought out the best and 
most talented men and women’s ball players to 
the gymnasium, named in the Bird Clan member’s 
honor. 

This year’s event featured many of the same 
clubs and kicked off with men’s and women’s leg- 
ends play followed by tournament action. 

“Every time March comes around I think of 
him,” Tribal citizen and mother, Ruby, said. 

“I really enjoy fixing the food and watching,” 
she added. “It does not matter who [the partici- 
pants] are; I love seeing them all.” 

In Women’s Legends Division play, the Native 
Ladies took top honors, while the BC Rec won on 
the Men’s side. 

The Women’s Division team No Pressure took 
home the championship title in a dominating 50-23 
final game. 

The Trail team came out as the champions in 
the Men’s Division final game in a close 79-76 nail 
bitter. 

Nora Billie, aunt to Herman, has played in all 
25 years of the tourney playing on the Legend’s Di- 
vision Native Ladies squad, which won this year 
in their division. She said she enjoys paying hon- 
or each year to the fallen Seminole warrior killed 
while serving his country as a Marine. 

“I will remember his name and service to his 
people and this country,” she said. “He was a good 
boy and a good man . . . There was nothing bad you 
could ever say about him.” 

“I always saw him on the court when other 
tournaments would come around here,” Billie add- 
ed. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Jerome Davis (R) and Josh Williams (L) tip off in the Men’s Division championship game. 


Competitors Turn Out for Junior Cypress Memorial Rodeo 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Participants in 
the 13th annual Junior Cypress Cattle 
Drive on March 28 were treated to an 
action packed evening of entertain- 
ment provided by the Eastern Indian 
Rodeo Association (EIRA) following 
then day on the trail. 

The annual trail drive and rodeo 
take place each year in memory of Ju- 
nior Cypress. A founding father of the 
Seminole cattle industry, Cypress was 
a strong advocate of rodeo and fam- 
ily values. When he wasn’t riding the 
woods and pasture lands doing ranch 
work, he spent his free time with the 
youngsters of Big Cypress. 

Rodeo is a tradition with Seminole 
cowboys and Cypress inspired and en- 
couraged the boys and girls to try then 
hand in the competition. The formation 
of the EIRA and the Junior Rodeo rep- 
resent a final achievement of one of his 
goals. 

In recognition of Cypress’ contri- 
bution to rodeo, EIRA President Josh 
Jumper and Vice President Paul Bow- 
ers, acting on behalf of the member- 
ship of then organization, presented an 
award to his descendants. 

Jonah Cypress and Esther Cy- 
press Buster received commemora- 


tive plaques designating their father as 
“Rodeo’s No. 1.” Receiving this con- 
testant number on the rodeo circuit is 
the highest possible achievement. 

Moses “Bigg” Jumper Jr. fondly 
recalled Cypress. 

“Junior Cypress always felt that 
our youth should be our priority and 
we agree,” he said. “We have added 
three new events to our junior rodeo 
competition: Chute Doggin, Junior and 
Senior Steer Underrating. These are 
designed to help teach the youngsters 
the skills necessary to compete in the 
Steer Wrestling and Calf Roping.” 

Buckles were awarded to all first 
place winners in the evening’s events. 

The Junior Rodeo got underway at 
4 p.m. with the Mutton Bustin’ for chil- 
dren ages 8 and younger. First place 
went to Norman Osceola who man- 
aged to hang onto his furry beast for 
20.44 seconds. The announcer asked 
Osceola what advice he would offer to 
his competition. 

“Hang on ‘til you fall off,” Osceo- 
la said. 

Frank Huff managed an awesome 
65 points aboard the rough stock in the 
Pony Riding exhibition. Jobe Johns 
followed in second and then earned his 
buckle in the Calf Riding with a 3.35 

Please see RODEO on page 3C 



Judy Weeks 

Ko’Oshee Henry shows his skill in the 4-8-year-old Barrel Racing competition. 


Pool Tournament 
Commemorates 
Chairman’s Birthday 

BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Chairman Mitchell Cypress Pool 
Tournament took place on April 4 in the Herman L. Osceola 
Gym, in celebration of the Chairman’s birthday. 

What began as a small, informal birthday party at the home 
of Chairman Cypress, quickly escalated into a major event a 
few days before the occasion was to take place. Organizing the 
party, family and friends changed the location to the gym as the 
pool tournament guest list continued to grow. 

“My brother’s birthday is really on April 2, but we planned 
the party for Saturday so that everyone could participate,” said 
Big Cypress Council Rep. David Cypress. “As little children, 
birthdays are a big deal and then it seems like the years just be- 
gin to fly by. When we hit 50 we begin to count the years again 
and realize how fortunate we are with every year that passes. 
We look for excuses to enjoy the company of our friends and 
what better way is there to celebrate than playing pool.” 

Tournament play included men and women’s divisions of 
8-Ball and 9-Ball followed by Scotch Doubles. Kicking off at 
noon, the 10 tables remained in continuous play until late in the 
evening. 

Following a buffet, tournament players were joined by 
community members as they sang “Happy Birthday” to Chair- 
man Cypress and then shared pieces of his birthday cake. 

After thanking everyone for their well wishes and atten- 
dance, Chairman Cypress joked about his performance in the 
tournament. 


Please see POOL on page 5C 


John Billie Sr. Honored 
at Annual Horseshoe 
Tournament 

BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Family and friends from Big Cypress, 
Brighton, Hollywood and Trail came to celebrate the life of 
John Billie Sr. at the 3rd Annual Horseshoe Tournament held at 
his home on March 28. 

All of the guests put on commemorative T-shirts for the 
event and then circled around to watch as John’s wife, Louise, 
kicked off the tournament by throwing out the first horseshoe 
of the day. 

At the tournament’s conclusion, Juanita Osceola won first 
place in the Senior Women’s Division, with Ronnie Billie Sr. 
capturing the top spot in the Senior Men’s Division. Loraine 
Billie and Chris Hulbutta came in first in the Women’s and 
Men’s Divisions, respectively, and Almira Billie and Ronnie 
Billie Sr. took top honors in Mixed Doubles. 

John Billie was a member of the Bear Clan and lifelong 
resident of Big Cypress. As a young man, he had a keen in- 
terest in machinery and learned to operate tractors and heavy 
equipment. These job skills made it possible for him to support 
his growing family and eventually possess his own business. A 
devoted family man and good neighbor, his home was always 
filled with children. 

He and his wife, Louise, became known for their hospi- 
tality as they opened their camp to everyone on holidays and 
special occasions; their Christmas celebration could be found 
on everybody’s calendar. Louise continues this tradition and or- 
ganized the horseshoe tournament in memory of her husband 
and his favorite pastime. 

Louise Billie, assisted by family members, spent long 
hours preparing a traditional Seminole meal over the campfire 
for the horseshoe tournament participants. A table loaded with 
photographs and memorabilia drew a crowd who shared memo- 
ries and stories throughout the afternoon. 

Please see BILLIE on page 4C 


Tribe Sponsors 6th 
Annual Jason Taylor 
Foundation Events 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

Washington Redskins Defensive End and National Foot- 
ball League All-Pro Jason Taylor and the Seminole Tribe part- 
nered together once again for the 6th annual Jason Taylor Foun- 
dation Celebrity Golf Classic, held March 29-30. 

Taylor said the Tribe has continued to be a major sponsor 
for him and his charity, though he no longer resides in South 
Florida or plays for the hometown Miami Dolphins. 

“The Tribe has actually stepped up even more,” Taylor 
said. “They went above and beyond what we asked for. I cannot 
say enough about the Chairman and the Tribe and what they 
do.” 

He credits his South Florida staff with keeping his chari- 
table organization running, admitting “even though I am not 
here I have a great staff.” 

The Jason Taylor Foundation “supports and creates pro- 
grams that facilitate the personal growth and improvement 
of South Florida’s children in need by focusing on improved 
health care, education and quality of life,” according to its web- 
site, jasontaylorfoundation.com. 

Activities began on March 29 with the “A Night in Para- 
dise” Tropical Dinner & Charity Auction, held poolside at the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel. 

Silent and live auctions took place with an assortment of 
items available including an autographed hockey puck from 
National Hockey League legends Gordie Howe and Bobby 
Hull, an autographed Chris Evert tennis racquet cover with pic- 
ture and a deluxe Miami Dolphins package with field and club 
seating. Guests also enjoyed the music stylings of the Valerie 
Tyson Band and Latino Fire. 

Some of sports’ heavy hitters, including Hall of Fame 
quarterback Dan Marino, National Hockey League legend Ma- 
rio Lemieux, former Miami Heat All-Star Alonzo Mourning, 

Please see TAYLOR on page 2C 
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Gordon Oliver Wareham 

(L-R) Lawrence Osceola holds Mondo Tiger’s Certificate of Achievement from the Arrowhead Golf Club Championship. 


Tiger, Osceola Take Top Honors in 
Arrowhead Golf Championship Game 


BY GORDON OLIV ER WAREHAM 
Contributing Writer 

DAVIE, Fla. — Mondo Tiger and Lawrence 
Osceola placed first and second, respectively, in the Ar- 
rowhead Golf Club Championship, held March 7-8 at 
Arrowhead Golf Club. The two were among more than 
50 participants in the tournament. 

After the first day, Tiger shooting a 74 with handi- 
cap, and Osceola was in first place, shooting a 66 with 
handicap. 

“Going up against some good players, I just had to 


take my time,” Osceola said. 

After the second day, Tiger came in first place, 
shooting a 64 with handicap. 

“Finding your spot and hitting it with consistency 
with a smooth swing is how you win,” he said. 

He said he has only been playing golf for about 
three years. He thanks Osceola and Kenny Cambal for 
all their help with his game. 

Osceola, shooting a 77 with handicap, said “I was 
playing my own game and not worrying about anyone 
else.” 


TAYLOR 

From page 1C 


Florida State University Rhodes Scholar and football 
player Myron Rolle, Miami Dolphins running back Ron- 
nie Brown and 14-year National Basketball Association 
veteran Craig Ehlo, attended the two-day event in sup- 
port of the Jason Taylor Foundation. 

“Jason is the best as far as continuing to show his 
commitment to the community,” Marino said. “Anytime 
a guy like JT can raise money to help the community it is 
of course a great thing.” 

“I am encouraged by his foundation,” Rolle added. 
“It interests me that he had the keen affinity to help kids 
and hopefully when I make it into the league I can be just 
like him in representing myself.” 

On the morning of March 30, guests teed off for the 
Celebrity Golf Classic, held at the Grande Oaks Golf 
Club in Davie, Fla. 

“ft was nice to get out play and enjoy everyone and 



Chris C. Jenkins 


BC Board Rep. Cicero Osceola prepares to tee off from 
the fifth hole. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Charlie Cypress prepares to putt onto the green. 


it is for a good cause,” said Tribal citizen John Madrigal, 
who has participated in the tournament for five years. 
“As a Tribe, I am glad we get to help out causes like his.” 

The Jason Taylor Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organi- 
zation. The foundation also supports the Holtz Children’s 
Hospital and Take Stock in Children, a Ft. Lauderdale- 
based nonprofit organization that provides educational 
assistance and scholarships to children in need. 

For more information on the Taylor Foundation 
please call (954) 424-0799. 



Jason Taylor (Third from Left) with Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Roger Smith (Second from Left), Chairman Mitch- 
ell Cypress (Third from Right) and Vivian “The Texas Tornado” Villarreal (Far Right). 


Second Annual ‘Honor the Warrior 
Osceola’ Golf Shootout Held 



LEHIGH ACRES, Fla. — Wearing colorful 
Seminole attire, the contestants in the second annual 
Honor the Warrior Osceola Golf Shootout brightened 
up the fairways at Copperhead Golf & Country Club 
on March 21. 

Event coordinator Mondo Tiger briefly recog- 
nized the courage, integrity and fortitude of their 
Seminole ancestors, who fought and won the battles 
for the right to remain in their homeland. Confronted 
by overwhelming odds in the three Seminole Wars, 
they persevered to become the “Unconquered” Semi- 
nole Tribe of Florida. 

Playing partners, the two-man teams got off to a 
shotgun start at 9 a.m. on the back nine holes in order 
to accommodate another tournament taking place on 
the course. Beginning the back nine holes of play with 
a “Best Ball” format, the participants switched to a 
two-man scramble on the front nine. 

Laughter and playful jokes accompanied the 
teams as they depended on each other for winning 
scores. A ball in the lake, lost in the woods or rico- 
cheting off a tree ceases to be a liability, when each 
partner lays one right down the center of the fairway 
or in the middle of the green. 

Individual competitions livened up the pace. 
Closest to the Pin winners were Ronnie Doctor on 
#3, Jeremy Harrison on #6 and Jahna Smith on #11. 
The Longest Drive was divided into three categories: 
youngsters and ladies, men and seniors, with Trey 
Boone, Joe Anderson and Allen Huff, respectively, 
claiming the top honors. 


Judy Weeks 

Mondo Tiger completes a long drive straight down the 
fairway. 


(L-R) James Tommie sinks a putt, while Raymond Garza 
first hole. 


A Chipping Contest in mid tournament produced 
two winning teams, Allen Huff/James Tommie and 
Lawrence Osceola/K.B. Campbell. 

Returning to the club- 
house, the group relived their 
golfing experiences and lis- 
tened to helpful criticism while 
dining on a barbeque buffet. 

Lawrence Osceola and 
K.B. Campbell took first place 
in the tournament. A surprising 
turn of events produced two 
three-way ties. Three teams 
achieved a score of 72 for 
second place. Second through 
fourth place awards were com- 
bined to accommodate the 
teams of Raymond Garza Jr./ 
Trey Boone, Elliott Young/Joe 
Anderson and Mitchell Osceo- 
la/Jeremy Harrison. 

A similar situation oc- 
curred when the teams of John 
Madrigal/Jason Tommie, Kyle 
Tommie/Jackie Thompson 
and Mondo Tiger/Jahna Smith 
turned in scores of 79 for third 
place. The following line-up 
completed the tournament: 8. 
Allen Huff/James Tommie, 9. 
Ricky Doctor/John Martin, 10. 
Raymond Garza Sr./Virginia 
Billie, 11. Ronnie Doctor/Ma- 
bel Doctor, 12. Anthony Young/ 
Scarlet Jumper. 


Judy Weeks 

holds the pin at the 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 
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Alex Johns earns 74 points in the Bareback Riding event. 



RODEO 

From page 1C 


second run. Junior Bareback Rider William 
Beardon garnered a 60 point win. 

Steer Rider Jaron Johns scared every- 
one when he got hung up and then kicked 
after he hit the ground. However, despite the 
debacle, he waved to the crowd as he exited 
the arena. With turquoise and silver chaps 
flapping in the air, Andre Jumper grabbed a 
first place with 59 points. 

The nine Jr. Bull Riders may have tak- 
en a hard beating, but triumphed with five 
qualified rides. Ethan Gopher got slammed 
into the chute gate on his way out, but his 63 
points still earned him a buckle for first. He 
was closely followed by William Bearden 
and Josh Johns. 

Steer roper Jeff Johns’ teaching tech- 
niques are paying off. The eight youngsters 
competing in the new Chute Doggin event 
did a terrific job. All but two beat the clock 
with qualifying times. Billy Foley flipped 
his steer right out of the gate with an awe- 
some 2.26 second score that put him in first 
place. 

There were 19 entries in the 4-8-year- 
old Barrel Racers competition. The crowd 
clapped with enthusiasm for these miniature 
cowboys and cowgirls. From Lead Line to 
first time riders to little pros, they all put on 
a great show. Ko’Oshee Henry in his bright 
blue hat may have broken the pattern, but it 
didn’t dim his spirits. He was full of smiles 
as he made his way around the barrels and 
then waved to the crowd on his way out of 
the arena. Brighton Boney, Jaycee Jumper 
and Budda Jumper filled the first three slots. 

In the 9- 12-year-old Barrel Racing 
event Kalgaiy Johns 
beat Jobe Johns by 
just 3 1 hundredths 
of a second. The race 
was even closer in the 
13- 18-year-old divi- 
sion when Acelynn 
Youngblood’s 17.779 
took the buckle away 
from Janae Braswell 
who came in at a close 
17.94. 

Jr. Breakaway 
Champ Josh Johns 
earned his buckle 
when he roped his 
steer in just 5.6 sec- 
onds. 

A 35 second time 
limit in the new Steer 
Underrating events 
raised havoc with the 
contestants. Qualified 
times were hard to 
come by as the riders 
attempted to lean over 
and grab the ribbon 
off of the steer’s tail. 

Belvins Jumper and 
Kelton Smedley had 
awesome runs in the 
Junior Division and 
Dalton Boney took Billy Foley hangs on 


first in the Senior Division. 

Roping legend Tom Koenes had a 7.7 
second catch in the 50 and Over Breakaway. 
Alex Johns recently came out of retirement 
and pulled a bad hombre for the evening, 
but still managed to score 74 points in the 
Bareback Riding. 

Team Ropers Gray Wolf Herrera and 
Shawn Johns came in first, followed by Jeff 
and Todd Johns in second. Roping legend 
Rudy Osceola paired up with young Ayze 
Henry for third and then joined fellow se- 
nior, Billy Joe Johns in fourth place. 

The livestock had a night with no quali- 
fied rides in the Bulls. Meanwhile, Ivan 
Bruised Head proved that it only takes one 
down to win first place in the Steer Wres- 
tling. The steers were winning in the Calf 
Roping until they met their match in A1 
Tigertail and Ivan Bruised Head. Women’s 
Breakaway had similar problems until 
LeAnna Billie and Ayze Henry raced out of 
the box to win the event. 

Shelby DeHass, Sheyanna Osceola, 
Boogie Jumper and Trina Bowers cornered 
the winner’s circle in their respective order 
in the Ladies Barrel Races. 

As a part of the weekend’s activities, 
the Seminole Tribe hosted the Southern 
States Pro Bull Riders Association’s Red 
Man Tour on the evening of March 27 at the 
Junior Cypress Arena. EIRA bull fighter, 
John Copsey was injured while attempting 
to pull a bull off of a downed contestant. 
The monster tossed him to the ground and 
stomped on his leg, breaking it. 

EIRA contestants applauded their 
fallen hero, who works so hard to insure 
their safety in the arena. Copsey underwent 
surgical repair and plans to return as a bull 
fighter following a recovery period. 


Judy Weeks 

as his bull reaches for the sky. 


Melissa Gopher Answers to the Name 'Rodeo Ma’ 

BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 


Just like a mother hen watching over 
her brood of chicks, Melissa Gopher keeps 
a watchful eye on the youngsters that com- 
pete in the Eastern Indian Rodeo Associa- 
tion (EIRA). 

A grandmother four times over and 
also a mother of four, Gopher said she 
is looking forward to watching her next 
batch of chicks come out of the nest. Her 
dedication to the EIRA and the participants 
she mentors have earned her the appropri- 
ate nickname “Rodeo Ma.” 

Gopher, Panther Clan, was raised by 
her grandparents, John Henry and Maude 
Gopher. 

Shouldering her share of the family’s 
responsibility at an early age, she began 
to develop her maternal instincts by help- 
ing to care for her sister and three broth- 
ers. Even after she started her own family, 
there was always room in her home for her 
siblings. 

Her grandfather was a Seminole cat- 
tleman and his entire family became in- 
volved in the daily ranching chores, which 
were the source of then livelihood. The 
sport of rodeo originated in the everyday 
life of cowboys and cowgirls, so it is only 
natural that Gopher would follow the tradi- 
tions of her ancestors. 

“I got my first taste of the arena at the 
4-H Play Days under the supervision of 
Allen Huff,” said Gopher. “I loved helping 
my brothers, Justin and Hilliard, try their 
hands in the various events and it wasn’t 
long before I was carrying them to all the 
EIRA competitions and collecting other 
people’s kids along the way.” 

Gopher’s own children, Kelton Smed- 
ley, Cyrus Smedley and Ethan Gopher, 
went from car seats to mutton bustin’ be- 
fore beginning their climb up the bull rid- 
ing ladder. The three are now in the pro- 
cess of making their mark on the junior 
rodeo circuit. 

A strong advocate of 4-H, Gopher 


supports her children with their annual 
livestock projects and stresses the need for 
parental involvement in their youngsters’ 
extra curricular activities. 

“I believe in the old adage ‘The fam- 
ily that plays together, stays together,’ ” 
she said. “Today’s young people are faced 
with a lot of temptations and they need us 
to help them find their way.” 

Taking her own advice, Gopher ac- 
cepted the position of EIRA bull riding di- 
rector for two years and currently serves as 
the association’s secretary. 

Active in every aspect of her job, Go- 
pher goes above and beyond her duties. 
It’s a sure bet that if the junior rodeo is per- 
forming, she will be hovering around the 
arena, ready to pick up, dust off, dry the 
tears, pat on the back or give a high five to 


every youngster that makes an entry. 

“I take a deep breath when the chute 
opens and don’t take another one until I 
see that the rider is up and walking,” said 
Gopher. “To worry about these youngsters 
and at the same time encourage them to 
participate in the events is quite a contra- 
diction.” 

“I feel that life is full of challenges and 
there are risks in everything we do,” she 
added. “These kids are preparing to meet 
head-on whatever life sends then way and 
make the most of their opportunities.” 

Gopher concluded by saying: “I tell 
the boys and girls that it is never a smooth 
road when you want to succeed, but it is 
definitely the best road to take. When 
things seem the roughest, it is time to 
‘Cowboy Up.’ ” 



Melissa Gopher (C) with her son, Kelton Smedley (L), and Casey McDonald (R), who both re- 
cieved saddles at the 2008 EIRA Banquet. 


Bud Fisher Memorial Team Roping Event Held 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKAI.i l — The Immokalee 
Seminole Ranch joined friends and rodeo 
enthusiasts in hosting the Bud Fisher Me- 
morial Team Roping on March 2 1 . 


Bud Fisher’s longtime friend and 
companion, Veda Pierstorff, used her ex- 
perience as a roping event organizer and 
secretary to coordinate the efforts of his 
multitude of friends in a fundraising effort. 

“Bud was very grateful to the wonder- 
ful people at Hope Hospice and admired 
their dedication and service to his friends 
and relatives in the past,” Pierstorff said. 
“Stricken with cancer this past year, he 
placed himself in then capable hands and 
we wish to donate the proceeds from this 
roping in his memory.” 

Bom in Missouri 64 years ago, Fisher 
fell in love with rodeo at an early age. Af- 


ter serving in the military, he joined the 
professional rodeo circuit and participated 
in competitions all across the country. Rid- 
ing rough stock, steer wrestling and rop- 
ing, he experienced rodeo at its best. 

Eventually making LaBelle, Fla., his 
permanent home, Fisher continued to pro- 
mote rodeo activities and encour- 
age the younger generation to 
participate in the sport. He taught 
numerous adults and children the 
techniques of roping. 

Fisher used his expertise 
as a rodeo producer to organize 
events throughout South Florida 
and partnered with the Seminole 
Tribe in organizing several ranch 
rodeos. He was a familiar face 
in then arenas as a roping judge, 
flagman and announcer during 
Tribally-sponsored rodeo activi- 
ties. 

“We are extremely grateful 
to the Immokalee 
Seminole Ranch 
for the use of their 
facilities, live- 
stock and arena 
crew, which made 
this event pos- 
sible,” said Pier- 
storff. “Their gen- 
erosity provided 
the two ornately 
tooled Memorial 
Saddles awarded 
to the First Place 
Header and Heeler in the 
Round Robin.” 

Cash prizes and en- 
graved belt buckles were 
awarded to the winners 
of the #12 and #10 roping 
competitions that kicked 
off the memorial event dur- 
ing the morning. 

Capping the competi- 
tion at USTRC #5 ropers, a 
One Head Average Round 
Robin created an opportu- 
nity for beginner and aver- 
age ropers to participate in 


the contest. The results were based on the 
number of downs, rather than fastest time. 
Despite a strong wind that created clouds 
of dust throughout the arena, the riders ea- 
gerly threw their hats in the ring in memo- 
ry of Bud Fisher. 

The Bud Fisher Memorial saddles 
were awarded to Header Noel Vegil and 
Heeler Sharon Kravet, who each had 
twelve downs. Second and Third Place 
went to Headers Machete Gonzales and 
Alfredo Fuentes and Heelers Ronnie Keel 
and Jose Torres. 

Immokalee Seminole Ranch Director 
Kenny Joe Davis expressed sentiment at 
the loss of Fisher. 

“When our time arrives, we all wish 
to have left a footprint to remind others of 
our time on earth,” Davis said. “Our friend 
may be gone, but he left a big mark on the 
cowboys and cowgirls of South Florida 
that says ‘Bud Fisher was here! ’ ” 



Photo Courtesy of Veda Pierstorff 


(L-R) Veda Pierstorff and Bud Fisher attend the graduation 
of a young team roper in 2007. 
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Louise and her husband, John Billie Sr. 


BILLIE 

From page 1C 


Andy Buster and his 
band provided live enter- 
tainment that included gos- 
pel, traditional and country 
music. A bounce house 
and carnival ride created a 
pleasant diversion for the 
youngsters. 

The complete tourna- 
ment results were: Senior 
Women: 1. Juanita Osceo- 
la, 2. Jennie Osceola, 3. 
Carol Crenshaw, 4. Elva 
Rodriguez; Senior Men: 1. 
Ronnie Billie, Sr., 2. Lupe 
Osceola, 3. Keeno King, 4. 
James Cornelius; Women: 
1. Loraine Billie, 2. Tiffany 
Billie, 3. Patricia Osceola, 
4. Emilia Jumper; Men: 
1. Chris Hulbutta, 2. Big 
Mack, 3. Charlie Cypress, 
4. Rick Melendez; Mixed 
Doubles: 1. Almira Billie 
and Ronnie Billie, Sr., 2. 
Loraine Billie and Chris 
Hulbutta, 3. Carol Osceola 
and Raleigh Osceola, 4. Tif- 
fany Billie and Steven Han- 
nahs, 5. Jessie Jimmie and 
Roger Billie, 6. Louise Bil- 
lie and Charlie Cypress. 



Judy Weeks 

Louise Billie (R) takes time out from cooking to throw out the first horseshoe of the day. 


Family, Friends Honor John Billie Sr. 
at Third Annual Memorial Tournament 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Tribal seniors, family mem- 
bers and friends gathered together to celebrate the 
memory of John Billie Sr. on March 25 for the 3rd 
annual Seniors’ John Billie Sr. Memorial Horseshoe 
Tournament. 

Keeno King, Almira Billie and the team of Da- 
vid Jumper and Bess Bowlegs took top honors in the 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Louise Billie gets ready to toss her horseshoe in Doubles 
Division action. 


Men’s, Women’s and Doubles Divisions, respective- 
ly. In addition to tournament play, attendees recalled 
memories of and spoke about Billie’s spirit and per- 
sonality. 

“I liked everything about him and he just liked 
people also,” said Billie’s widow, Louise. 

First place Men’s Division finisher King also re- 
called his friend. 

“He was a quiet and easy going guy,” he said. 
“He just enjoyed life. He was a good man and had a 
good family with good kids.” 


All participants received custom T-shirts in Bil- 
lie’s favorite color, plum, as well as awards to the win- 
ners in the Men’s, Women’s and Doubles Divisions. 

The Big Cypress Tribal Council offices, Board of 
Directors offices the Dept, of Elder Affairs sponsored 
the event. 

“He was a wonderful, hard working man,” Big 
Cypress Senior Center Site Manager Cecilia Guzman 
said. 

She said one of her fondest memories was of his 
active nature and enjoyment in bike riding. She remi- 
nisced on the time when Billie saw snow for the first 
time on an Albuquerque, N.M. senior’s trip. 

“He was so happy out there he was trying to catch 
the snow,” Guzman said. 

The complete tournament results were: Men: 
1. Keeno King, 2. David Jumper, 3. George Billie; 
Women: 1. Almira Billie, 2. Lorraine Billie, 3. Louise 
Billie, 4. Louise Osceola, 5. Ruby Osceola, 6. Daisy 
Jumper; Doubles: 1. David Jumper and Bess Bow- 
legs, 2. Lorraine Billie and Joe B. Osceola, 3. George 
Billie and Louise Billie 4. Daisy Jumper and Ruby 
Osceola, 5. Ruby Osceola and Louise Osceola 6. Jo- 
nah Cypress and Carol Cypress. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Keeno King, who took first place in the Men’s Division, 
takes aim with his horseshoe. 
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(L-R) Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. David Cypress wishes his brother, Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress, a happy birthday. 


POOL 

From page 1C 

“I was beat out early in the tournament, 
given a hand shake and wished ‘happy 
birthday,’ ” the Chairman said. “Now, that’s 
some present!” 

Laughing, Chairman Cypress contin- 
ued reflecting on the day with his friends, 
family members, invited guests and co- 
workers. 

“I feel like I am the winner when I get 
to spend time with so many of my friends 
and share old memories with them,” he 
said. “As the years pass, I count my bless- 
ings and riches by all the wonderful friends 
that I have made along the way. Looking 
around this room, I don’t have to count 
faces to know that I am a rich man by those 


standards.” 

The tournament results were as fol- 
lows: 

8- Ball, Women: 1. Phalyn Osceola, 2. 
Theresa Nunez, 3. Virginia Billie, 4. Laura 
Clay, 5. Sherry King; Men: 1. Tony Bert, 
2. Roy Snow, 3. Raymond Garza, 4. David 
Cypress, 5. Nick Tiger. 

9- Ball: Women: 1. Phalyn Osceola, 2. 
Dale Grasshopper, 3. Laura Clay, 4. Mi- 
chelle Evanston, 5. Bess Bowlegs; Men: 1. 
Roy Garza, Jr., 2. Cicero Osceola, 3. Ray- 
mond Garza, Sr., 4. Nick Tiger, 5. Randy 
Coyle. 

Scotch Doubles: 1. George Grasshop- 
per/Sherry King, 2. David Cypress/Laura 
Clay, 3. Eloy Silva/Rena Blissett, 4. Roy 
Snow/Theresa Nunez, 5. Lonnie Billie/ 
Connie Williams. 



Judy Weeks 


Juanita Osceola lines up her cue to put doubles in the pocket. 


Meaghan Osceola Takes Hoops Talent to the Next Level 


Tribal Youngster Plans to Attend College, Play Basketball 



B Y CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Tribal citizen Meaghan Osceola has a lot 
to look forward to these days. 

After finishing a stellar high school career on the basketball 
court, the 5 ’6” Lady Pine Crest Panther senior point guard plans 
to take her basketball career one step further. 


cil Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. explained. “She is the prototypical 
guard and is very fast.” 

“I have seen bigger, older girls try to guard her and they can 
not,” he added. “She also has great court awareness.” 

Coach Halligan echoed Osceola’s remarks about the fearless 
athlete. 

“She was afraid of no one,” Halligan said. “When she walks 
on the court she has a ferociousness she brings to the game . . . She 
is always on the move and does not stop.” 

Mother Marge Osceola said there are a 
number of other factors which have helped 
Meaghan excel on the court. She credits the 
Hollywood Recreation Dept. Basketball 
program, including Coach Carlos Adam- 
son and former Coach Lila Osceola-Heard, 
among others, with giving her daughter 
guidance on and off the court. 

The 18-year-old and youngest of three, 
along with brother, Max III, and sister, 
Melissa, is ambidextrous and has partici- 
pated in equestrian, softball and swimming 
throughout the years. 

One other sport she has excelled in as 
a major hitting force is on the softball field. 
As a short stop she has remained the team’s 
lead-off hitter for the Lady Panthers and 
one of the top hitters in district 3A, coming 
out the gates hitting at over .600. 

Her true love remains on the hardwood, 
however, and she intends to play for the 
Emmanuel Saints. Osceola, a Florida na- 
tive, said she looks forward to experienc- 
ing the four seasons, the city life of Boston 
and making Emmanuel, although small and 
quaint, her new home. 

The Catholic, liberal arts and sciences 
college basketball team are lead by 32 year 
Head Women’s Basketball Coach and Di- 
rector of Athletics Andrew Yosinoff. He has 
a coaching record of 618-204 overall. 

The Lady Saints posted a 22-8 record 
overall this past season. They lost howev- 
er, in the second round of the Division III 
NCAA playoffs to Amherst College. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Meaghan Osceola (C) with parents, Max Jr. and Marge, during Senior Night festivities in January. 


She recently made a verbal commitment to attend Emmanuel 
College in Boston, Mass. 

Back in January, Osceola finished her career on top and re- 
ceived accolades during Senior Night festivities at her school. 
Held in conjunction with Senior Night, Osceola and her team beat 
an overmatched Somerset Academy squad in a 52-11 blow out 
victory. 

“They were able to fight through some adversity and actually 
finish the season pretty good,” second year Head Coach Kathy 
Halligan expressed. 

That win was just one of 15 overall during the season, and 
also included a district win. Osceola’s teammates, Ashley Comras, 
Caitlin Hampton and Sarah Rubin, were all also honored for the 
game victory. 

“We all love basketball and loved playing,” Osceola said. 
“We had our own friendships but when it came to game time we 
all came together.” 

The four-year letterman finished as the team career leader 
in points, steals, three-pointers made and assists. She also holds 
school records for steals in a season, assists in a season, and the 
most points in a game with 30. 

“She is a natural athlete,” father and Hollywood Tribal Coun- 



Chris C. Jenkins 


(L-R) Meaghan’s brother, Max Osceola III, and father, Max Jr., enjoy the 
action at one of her basketball games. 
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Second Leg of Triple Crown Fishing Series Wraps Up 



Judy Weeks 

Bello Solano had another big weigh-in for two tournaments in 
a row. 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — In its 29th year, the 
annual Seminole Recreation Dept. Fishing 
Tournament took place on April 4 as the sec- 
ond leg of the Triple Crown Series. This is the 
longest-running Tribal fishing tournament. 

Fishing enthusiasts signed up at 6:30 a.m. 
to cast their lines in the L-28 Canal. Competi- 
tors could only fish either north or south of the 
water lock, but not past Alligator Alley. 

In accordance with the Triple Crown Se- 
ries rules, each two person team must include 
one adult and one youth, aged 17 or younger. 

Participation took a strange twist when 
some of the initial winning teams did not 
show up for the second leg, which opened up 
the playing field considerably. New faces from 
the previous tournament joined the line up and 
threw their hooks in the water with favorable 
results. 

Livening things up, an additional Critter 
Tournament increased the anglers’ opportuni- 
ties to win by catching garfish, Oscars, mud- 
fish and catfish. A 4.97 pound garfish made 
winners out of Moses “Bigg” Jumper Jr. and 
Chebon Gooden. Fred Phillips and Andre 
Jumper came in second with a 1.32 pound 
catch in the miscellaneous category. 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida’s Environ- 
mental Resource Management Dept, request- 
ed the tournament competitors participate in a 


voluntary species survey to enhance their re- 
search information. Representatives from the 
department recorded data on species, location 
of catch, weight and length for future use. 

In the case of teams changing partners, 
the weights from each competition will re- 
main with the captain of the boat. 

Leon Wilcox II may have missed the first 
leg of the Triple Crown Series, but his three 
catches, totaling 13.94 pounds, gave him a 
first place win and definitely make him a con- 
tender for the grand prize if he makes it back 
one more time. 

Kassim Stockton’s 10.08 pound total put 
him in second place and added to his first 
weight. Josh Jumper and his son, Blevins, 
caught five bass totaling 8.35 pounds for the 
third position. 

Bello Solano came in fourth, and with his 
previous second place weigh-in, he will be 
hard to beat after the final round. Four bass 
totaling 5.47 pounds moved the Pena brothers, 
Juan and Ernesto, up to fifth place. 

The Seminole Recreation Dept, estab- 
lished the Big Bass Trophy to be awarded in 
memory of Josiah Johns, who took part in 
some of the original tournaments. Leon Wil- 
cox’s 8.87 pound whopper brought him home 
the trophy. 

At the conclusion of the Bass Busters 
Tournament on May 2, the weights from all 
three contests will be totaled to determine the 
Triple Crown winners. 



Juan Pena returns his fish to the canal, following the catch and 
release tournament rules. 



Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Steve Young of the Seminole Recreation Dept, awards the Josiah Johns Memorial Big Bass Trophy to Leon 
Wilcox II during the 29th annual Seminole Recreation Fishing Tournament. 



Fred Phillips prepares to weigh in his garfish catch. 
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Bellator Fighting Championships Debut at Hard Rock 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Mixed martial 
arts (MMA) returned to the Hard Rock 
Live in prime time April 3 as the Bellator 
Fighting Championships made its debut 
for fight fans on ESPN Deportes, ESPN’s 
Spanish language network. 

The event was the first MMA promo- 
tion to secure an exclusive agreement with 
any member of the ESPN family of net- 
works. It aired featuring 1 1 bouts. 



Photo Courtesy of Redline Media Group 


A victorious Moses Gabon. 


Six of the matches came as part of a 
tournament among featherweight, light- 
weight and middleweight divisions, with 
the winners moving on to the next round at 
a future date. Two of the world’s best light- 
weights, Eddie Alvarez (16-2) and Jorge 
Masdival (17-3), showcased their best. 

In non-tournament action, Tribal em- 


ployees and Tribal Council members in at- 
tendance took note of the performance of 
Tribally-owned Redline Media Group em- 
ployee Moses Gabon. 

The second year fighter and boxer 
from Hollywood got his shot on the card 
through his boss and Redline Chief Execu- 
tive Officer Cima Georgevich. He faced 
Chris Decaro of Weston, Fla., who came in 
making his professional debut, in middle- 
weight action. 

In just his sixth professional match, 
Gabon moved to 4-2 overall picking up an 
impressive first round win at the 1:33 mark 
by a triangle-choke submission. 

“I felt like I was here at home so I had 
to come out and fight well for my peeps,” 
he said. “I kind of figured he did not have 
that good of a ground game, so I knew 
when I got him down it was just a matter 
of time.” 

Georgevich acknowledged his hard 
work. 

“He represented South Florida to the 
fullest,” Georgevich acknowledged. “He 
went in there and was focused; he had his 
mind set.” 

Gabon said he had little knowledge of 
his opponent coming in but the game plan 
was to work his strike and jab game and 
stay sharp. 

“You have to know everything com- 
ing into doing this,” he explained. “I love 
MMA also because it is so raw.” 

With the win he hopes to get another 
opportunity with Bellator or another MMA 
establishment in the near future. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Big Cy- 
press Tribal Council Rep. David Cypress, 
Naples Liaison OB Osceola Jr. and Fort 
Pierce Liaison S.R. Tommie also enjoyed 
the action. 

Among the headliners, Yahir Reyes 


picked up the upset win in the second round 
by a rear-naked choke submission over 
Nick Gonzalez, while Alvarez took care of 
Greg Loughran in the first with a guillotine 
choke submission and Masdival won via a 
first round TKO versus Nick Agallar. 

Other action in the non-tournament 
matches included: Gary Padilla over Dan- 
iel Sarafien by a second round TKO, James 
Brasco over Kevin Abrante by an arm-bar 
submission in the first round, Lorenzo Bor- 
gomeo moved to 5-1 over Daniel Morales 
with a third round rear-naked choke tap 
out, and Jonathan Brookins won facing 
Stephan Ledbetter by a rear-naked choke 
tap out in the first. 

In the single-elimination tournament, 
Toby Imada picked up his 1 8th win in the 
first round with a rear-naked choke over 
Alonzo Martinez. Joe Soto stayed unde- 
feated over Ben Greer with a first round 
TKO, and Estevan Payan picked up the win 
over Luis Palomino by a split decision in 
three rounds. 

The Bellator Fighting Championships 
are a MMA promotional company based 
out of Los Angeles and Chicago. As a mod- 
em MMA tournament, it brings together a 
collection of world class competitors under 
one banner to fight for the world champion- 
ship. 

Bellator, which means “warrior” in 
Latin, was established by founders Bjom 
Rebney and Brad Epstein. The premiere 
season consists of 12 two-hour events to be 
broadcast weekly in primetime on Saturday 
nights. The events will feature a combina- 
tion of tournament and non-toumament 
special feature bouts. There will also be four 
simultaneous tournaments taking place in 
season one over a three month period, one 
in each of the featherweight, lightweight, 
welterweight and middleweight divisions. 


Chalfant Remembered at 
Memorial Bowling Tournament 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

OKEECHOBEE, Fla. — Family and 
friends gathered at the Stardust Bowling 
Lanes in Okeechobee March 28 to honor 
the memory of Jennie L. Chalfant at an an- 
nual bowling tournament. 

The annual memorial event began 
in 1996 as a softball tournament but was 
changed a few years later to a bowling tour- 
nament in an attempt to gain more partici- 
pants. 

This year, a crowd of 40 participants 
and many more spectators came out to have 
a good time and remember a beloved friend 
and family member. 

Jennifer Chalfant, the granddaughter of 
the late Jennie Chalfant, threw the first ball 
down the lanes. 

Jennie Chalfant’s brother, Elbert Snow 
and sister, Salina Dorgan organized the 
event and shared cherished memories of 
their late sister. Dorgan admitted “I always 
looked up to her; she was my mentor.” 

“She was the one that more or less 


taught me how to bowl,” said Snow. “I used 
to watch her boys while she bowled and one 
day she asked me to join her bowling team.” 

Participants played a four frame format 
with a partner for the tournament. 

The first game was played as a regu- 
lar game. The second was a 3-6-9 game 
where bowlers tried to get strikes in the 
third, sixth or ninth frame to win. The third 
game, called Scotch Double Trouble, was 
played with bowlers throwing their first ball 
and their teammate bowling to pick up any 
leftover pins. The last game, No Tap, gave 
bowlers a little extra advantage. If bowlers 
knocked down nine pins on their first roll, 
they automatically received a strike. 

Among the winners were Wendi Snow 
and Elbert Snow, with a team total of 403 
for the regular game, Crystal Weimann and 
George Micco, with a team total of 421 in 
the 3-6-9 game, Laveme Thomas and Mer- 
le Billie, with a team total of 407 for the 
Scotch Double Trouble and Farrah Jones, 
who bowled a perfect game, and Chaka 
Smith with a combined total of 519 in No 
Tap. 
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FrontRowUSA . com 



Tribe for over 15 years! * 



Ticket Brokers 


Concerts | Theatre | Sports 

Local, National, and Worldwide Events 

# 

Need travel arrangements? Call us! 
We take care of all your travel needs 

including: 

Hotels, Airlines, and Cruises 
FrontRowUSA is up front 
and honest, putting you up front! 


ALL CONCERTS, SPORTS AND THEATRE TICKETS AVAILABLE 
NATIONWIDE AND WORLDWIDE ORDER YOUR TICKETS ONLINE AT 
WWW.FRONTROWUSA.COM OR BY PHONE 

(954) 455-1929 OR (800) 446 8499 

WE DELIVER TO YOU - ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


Top Concerts 


JERSEY BOYS 
RAY LA M0NTAGNE 
TOM JONES 
YANNI 
RAPHAEL 
NINE INCH NAILS/ 
JANE’S ADDICTION 
RICKEY SMILEY AND 
FANTASIA 
DON HENLEY 
C0LDPLAY 

JUNIT0S EN CONCERTO 
JANIS IAN 


Top Sports 


HARLEM GLOBETROTTERS 
MIAMI HEAT 
FLORIDA MARLINS 
ORLANDO MAGIC 
MIAMI DOLPHINS 


Top Theatre 


STOMP 

CIRQUE DU SOLEIL 
SALTIMBANCO 
WIZARD OF OZ 
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Announcements D 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY 


JUST MARRIED 


POEMS 



Jada Sky Holdiness, we want to wish you the best 
8th birthday. We can’t believe that you are going to be 
8 years old. 

Time has gone by so quickly and you have grown 
to be beautiful, smart and pragmatic! You never cease 
to amaze us with your wisdom and love. You mean the 
world to us and you are precious. 


Mommy (Ada Campos), Lilo, Mantha, Jeka, 
Nana and Brother, and of course, let’s not forget 
Zeus 



I would like to wish my daddy (Allen Mark Billie) 
a happy birthday on May 2. 

Love, 

Dayne Allen Billie 

We would also like to wish Mark a happy birthday. 

Love, 

Mary & Tana 


Welcome to our new baby, Tavern! 

From, 

Parents Rueben and Cheyenne Edwards and 
big brother, Tyee 



Friends and family gathered together on Feb. 14 
at the home of Elizabeth and Stephen Bowers to cel- 
ebrate the wedding of Mr. and Mrs. Stephen D. Bowers. 



NEW KID 


POEMS 

Mv Watch 

As I sit here in my cell, time goes on 
One thing I can say is, 

My Watch will never let me down. 

My watch is not a Rolex 
It is not gold or does not have diamonds. 

One thing I will say is that 

My Watch is one of the most precious things in the world to me. 
Without My Watch, time would mean nothing to me. 

Just knowing My Watch is still ticking, 

That will make my time in here go by easier that I thought it would. 
I love My Watch with all my heart, mind, body and soul. 

I just want My Watch to keep on ticking till I get out of here. 

So we can spend some mother and son time together. 

I miss you and I love you very, very much mom (Watch) 

Get it? 

Nothing better than a Seminole Watch, Minnie Doctor 


Your Son, 
The Virg #639285 
Somewhere in Florida 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

Work From Home 


Grand Opening Sale! 


As a Customer Service Agent for an oil 
firm and earn more. 


Quail Creek Decor 

at Quail Creek Plantation in Okeechobee 
Lodge/Westem/Equestrian/Log Furnishings 


Job requirements: Ability to communicate in English, 
Internet access, Previous working experience is an 
added advantage. 


Many unusual items and one-of-a-kind finds! 
Absolutely Awesome ! 

Huge savings on some style log beds, including 
Cabelas! 

Check out our other store, Santa Fe Ranch, in 
Palm Beach Gardens 

FREE INTERIOR DESIGN 

www.quailcreekdecor.com 

Okeechobee - (863) 824-3390 
Palm Beach Gardens - (561) 622-6911 


Francoise’s Barbershop 

6782 Stirling Rd„ Hollywood, Fla. 33024 
(954) 987-1309 - (954) 471-2469 

Where everyone is welcome. Skin fade, fade, layer cut, 
flat top, unisex color, highlights, correction haircut, 
kids and seniors. 

Enjoy the best old fashioned hot shave in town! Euro- 
pean facial, waxing, $25 spa pedicure/manicure. 


Interested applicants should forward their resume to 
Mr. Raymond Fellers at 
richard.hall3 1 @gmail.com 
for more information. 



Get Out of Jail Fast! Call Myma Loy (954) 583-9119. 
Tribal dividends, MasterCard and Visa accepted. 24 
hours • Speedy Release • Professional Service *1128 
NW 3 1st Ave., Ft. Lauderdale, FL 333 1 1 


The Inner Voice 


In silence comes the call of the inner voice 
A heart yearns to understand as the mind struggles in choice 
The twists and turns in this road of life being traveled through 
Creates a stranger in those whom we once knew 
Consumed in the beauty of loss with each tear that falls 
Hollow is the echo that remains steady within the shelter of the concrete walls 
There are teardrops that’ve seemed to discover a hidden home 
Once being found but over the years I’m left to wonder, where have they gone 
The day is never without pain, yes! I know this to be true 
How I’m reminded every night as I close my eyes, only to hear the children as “Daddy 
is that you” 

Then come the cries of war in a battle to tame the beast 
During the confrontation, he gains strength as he fights for a release 
He is the demon who at one time haunts us all 
Through guilt, shame, or in fear, there are many who beg never to recall 
Underneath a mask lie scars of tragedy and the roots of emotional turmoil, search and I 
promise you’ll find 

For there . . . lurks deception, a birthright of appearance, the seed of the manipulative 

mind 

Refusing the challenge, bullied by the ignorance of foolish doubt 
Gives life to an evil, as a lost soul is left to wander about 
Crafty are its efforts, cunning is the empire 
Being wonderfully delivered from lips eternally better in taste 
The passion of its kiss is one that welcomes death 
Ask those of us who struggle in every single breath 
Look to the right, look to the left, hurry and quickly place blame 
Steadfast in deceit, within its vile refuge one can chose to remain 
Pick up the shovel, dig up the dirt 
Continue to flee from the benders of hurt 
Neglect a truth . . . pretend not to see 
Escape to the shadow and become a host of misery 
Scripted in chaos by the wake of a shallow grave 
In silence comes the call of the inner voice, only heard by those who are a slave 

— Leslie J. Gopher 
March 16, 2009 
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2009 Elections 
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SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA 
SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA, INC. 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS CANDIDATES 


NOTICE 

SEMINOLE TRIBE ELECTION 
May 11, 2009 

In accordance with the Constitution and Bylaws of the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
and the Corporate Charter and Bylaws of the Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc., a Regular 
Election is called for the following positions on Monday, May 11, 2009. Candidates who 
have qualified for the following positions are listed. 

SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA 

TRIBAL COUNCIL 

BIG CYPRESS REPRESENTATIVE: 

1. David Cypress (Incumbent) 

2. Moses Jumper, Jr. 

3. Manuel M. Tiger 

4. Wovoka Tommie 


David Daniel DeHass - Hollywood 



My name is David Daniel DeHass, Panther Clan, and I am running for Hol- 
lywood Board Representative. 

I have already done two terms from 200 1 -2005 . My record should show from 
that period, and past that period, things that I did that were not completed, then 
completed after I left office, what I have done and what I could do for the people 
of the Seminole Tribe, because this Tribe is my family. 

I will be having a dinner and flyers will be passed out with the date and time. 
Come hear me speak, I have a lot to say. 


BRIGHTON REPRESENTATIVE: 

1. Andrew J. Bowers, Jr. 

2. Roger Smith (Incumbent) 

3. James Tommie 

HOLLYWOOD REPRESENTATIVE: 

1. Mark Billie 

2. Max B. Osceola, Jr. (Incumbent) 

3. Moses B. Osceola 

SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA. INC. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

BIG CYPRESS REPRESENTATIVE: 

1. Paul Bowers, Sr. 

2. Cicero Osceola (Incumbent) 

BRIGHTON REPRESENTATIVE: 

1. Johnnie Jones (Incumbent) 

HOLLYWOOD REPRESENTATIVE: 

1. David DeHass 

2. Franklin Moore Jr. 

3. Christopher Osceola 

4. Marcellus W. Osceola, Jr. 

5. Milo Osceola 

6. Gloria Wilson (Incumbent) 

Those members voting “ABSENTEE” will be furnished upon request in writing. If voting 
by mail, please request an absentee ballot at once to allow enough time for ballots to be mailed 
to you and be returned to the Secretary’s office, 6300 Stirling Road, Hollywood, Florida 33024 
on or before May 11, 2009. Mark your ballots at once and return them so they can be included 
in the count for this election. All eligible voters are requested to cast their ballots at established 
polling places on the three (3) reservations or by absentee ballots. 

VOTING LOCATIONS: 

BIG CYPRESS RESERVATION: Senior Center 
BRIGHTON RESERVATION: Cattle & Range Office 
HOLLYWOOD RESERVATION: Executive Office Auditorium 

Polls will be open 8:00 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Eligible members and shareholders are urged to exercise 
their right to vote in this election. 


4/15/09 

Priscilla Sayen 
Secretary 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS CANDIDATES 



Paul Bowers Sr. 
Big Cypress 


Cicero Osceola 
Big Cypress 
llncumbent) 



Frank Moore Jr. - Hollywood 

Chehentamo Hollywood and Fort Pierce residents! My name is Franklin 
Moore Jr. and I am asking for your support! I am running for Hollywood Board 
representative in this year’s regular election. 

My mother is Mary Osceola Moore, Panther Clan, and my father is the late 
Franklin Moore Sr. 

I am a small business owner and I have been contracting with the Tribe 
for the last 10 years with my tent and event rental company. Before starting 
my company, I worked for the Florida Governor’s Council on Indian Affairs in 
Tallahassee and the Seminole Broadcasting Dept, for about four years. For the 
last three years I have had the privilege of working as the Seminole Tribal Fair 
director. 

Over the last five years we have seen our Tribe grow economically by leaps 
and bounds due to the success of gaming. The Tribal Council has offered us the 
opportunity to live the lifestyles we are now accustomed to: excellent health 
care, our children attend the best schools and of course the blessings of divi- 
dends. I do see this possibility for the Board in the very near future, but it is going to take a lot of work. 

My main objective will be to work with the President and other Board representatives to develop business 
plans that will help to enrich the goals of the Board’s economic development. My second objective will be to 
work with Tribal members who are in business or would like to start a business. There are many opportunities 
available to us as Tribal members and we should take full advantage of them all. Working together side by side 
we can achieve unlimited success! 

For a better today and a brighter tomorrow! 

Vote for me, Frankie! 



Gloria Wilson - Hollywood llncumbent I 

Continue the Progress 

There is still much work to be done to bring about improvements to have a 
successful corporation. Through my efforts, I have contributed much by working 
with the Hollywood-based enterprises to refocus operations and address manage- 
ment concerns to increase revenues and achieve positive cash flow. 

Historically, Board operations moved along at a level that didn’t encourage 
profits or motivation and weren’t doing more than the “usual.” Since I became a 
member of the Board, I have made it my priority to bring to the forefront of my 
efforts, the goal of the Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc., assured economic inde- 
pendence for the Tribe and its shareholders. 

When I was first elected in 2005, I was excited about the possibilities and 
potential of the corporation. And, since then, I have been able to explore those 
possibilities and expand on its potentiality by working with the rest of the Board 
of Directors and the enterprise managers to increase the revenue base of the cor- 
poration. 

In June 2006, 1 established a construction company for the corporation. I am proud to say that in its three 
years of existence, the construction company is the only “new money” that has been fully realized and has 
proven profitable for the Board. 

I had my critics when I started the construction company and they still surface every now and then, but 
I was confident that I could create a successful enterprise for the corporation. Starting any new business isn’t 
easy, but if you’re committed, success will come. 

Capable and skilled employees who are committed and motivated have been the backbone of the con- 
struction company’s success. I thank them for working with me to accomplish what we have thus far. We 
continue to work together to expand our service spectrum as we explore contracting possibilities at the local, 
state and federal levels. 

On the community level, I have provided assistance as much as can be reasonably extended within bud- 
getary limits. Though monetary assistance isn’t a priority, that’s what has been requested most. 

In 2005, 1 said that I would assist where it was affordable and reasonable and I have done that. As with 
any business, we can only spend when funds are budgeted and available so it’s a constant task to ensure that 
availability to provide for the community. 

I believe I have far exceeded previous efforts and I plan to continue to build upon my contributions until 
my goal of a profitable corporation is realized. 

As I stated previously, there is much left to be accomplished yet I remain excited and motivated about the 
possibilities. My commitment remains steadfast in making them a reality. 

However, the only way that I can continue to contribute and work for the overall success of the corporation 
is with your support and vote. So, I am asking for your vote to return as your Hollywood Board representative. 

I am truly grateful for the opportunity that you have given me these past four years. I believe I have done 
much with the opportunity you provided me and I want to continue to act on the confidence that you have 
placed in me. 

May 1 1 is Election Day, and with your vote and confidence, I will continue to serve as your Hollywood 
Board representative. 

Thank you for your consideration and support and please attend my campaign dinners; the first one takes 
place on May 5 in the Fort Pierce community and the second on May 8 in the Hollywood community. 





Johnnie Jones 
Brighton 
llncumbent I 


Christopher Osceola 
Hollywood 



Continued on Next Page 
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TRIBAL COUNCIL CANDIDATES 



David Cypress 
Big Cypress 
llncumbent) 


Manuel M. Tiger 
Big Cypress 






James Tommie 
Brighton 


Mark Billie 
Hollywood 




Max B. Osceola Jr. 

Hollywood 

llncumbent) 


Andrew Bowers Jr. - Brighton 

During my term as the Tribal Council representative for Brighton and 
Tampa in 2005-2007, 1 was quite excited and thankful that the folks had shown 
confidence in me to be their representative. I ran into some interesting things 
that I had to deal with, and did my best to do so. I am proud that some of the 
influence I had on the Tribal Council still exist. 

In 2007, during my re-election efforts, I said “Let’s keep moving for- 
ward,” but one too many people didn’t agree with me. But that’s the way the 
ball bounced in 2007. So I decided to stay out of the courtrooms and just ob- 
serve our Tribe for two years. It’s from this period of observation that I present 
this platform. 

We have to be better organized. The Tribal government can’t sit around 
making decisions on a case by case basis about certain matters. An organized 
government should look to its own Tribal rules, policies, resolutions, ordi- 
nances and the Constitution for guidance when confronted with a particular 
matter. 

Sovereignty is exercised by creating our own laws and complying with 
them. And when these laws are not complied with, it trickles down to the programs where nice little messes 
can be created. I probably harped on these things many times during my term and would continue to do so. 
There have to be initiatives for better organization. 

About 50 years ago, the Tribe said education was its number one priority. In recent times, I wonder if we 
are living up to that slogan. I know that the Education Dept, does a great job for the higher education students. 
But, during hard times like now, if the education budget has to be trimmed, it should be done as a last resort. 
If it was solely up to me, I would trim the Tribal government budget before taking something away from the 
students. 

Also the younger students must be protected from the evils of society: alcoholic beverages, violence, tru- 
ancy, and illegal drugs. There should be combined effort of the communities, including the police, to eliminate 
the roots of these evils. Encourage participation in extracurricular activities in schools. In short, education will 
once gain be a high priority in Brighton and Tampa, if nowhere else. 

A well-organized Tribe should have a court system. Our Constitution allows for it. Today, the Tribal 
Council adopts rules through policies, resolutions, ordinances, etc., and applies or enforces them. When there 
are disputes over the application or the enforcement, they are taken back before the council, which supposedly 
settles them. But decisions are rarely made, according to the rule of these policies, etc. Usually decisions are 
political. 

When decisions are made based on concerns of whether someone stays in an elected office or not, there 
is nothing fair or just about the decision making. That’s why a separate, independent body is needed to settle 
disputes or interpret the rules, namely a court system. 

I will take a long, hard look at the implementation of that system by working with the existing Court Com- 
mittee and other folks in the Tribal government. Maybe it has been determined that it can’t work. 

Fiscal responsibility must be exercised, now more than ever with the financial shape of our country and 
the world. We don’t know what tomorrow may bring to our communities from the present situation. So it will 
take people who are capable of thinking, being responsible, and being able to make wise decisions so that the 
level of services to our folks will be maintained. 

Two years ago I said things will never be the same as they were back around 2003-2004. Here we are. I 
have the ability and the determination to look out for us during these times. 

We had projects lined up here in Brighton at one time, but I don’t know what has happened. Is there a lack 
of funds? Or a lack of initiatives? I surely will look to see what happened. 

And what is so hard about operating a fair housing program? In FY 2007, 1 made housing a priority in 
Brighton. Today, several people who had waited 15-20 years for houses are now homeowners. And several 
others have had old homes replaced. Still, others have empty homesites. This needs a serious look from some- 
body. 

I think most of you, if not all of you, know my background, experience, and training as an attorney. I 
used those traits for the benefit of our Tribal folks during my term. I was usually chosen, along with another 
councilman, by the Legal Counsel to deal with federal and state officials on matters of interest to our Tribe 
because of my communication skills. 

I was also chosen as part of the negotiating team over contract dispute with builders of the gaming facili- 
ties in Hollywood and Tampa. I took my job seriously and treated it as a 24/7 job. Some thought that I was 
strict, but I have a better description: RESPONSIBLE. 

A representative should initially be responsible for the 500-plus folks in Brighton and Tampa, and ulti- 
mately, for the 3,400 folks in our Tribe. I do not take politics over responsibility because it never works for 
the folks that you are responsible for and accountable to. You cannot do that if you care about anything or 
anybody. Responsibility remains the same for me. 

On May 11, you will have another opportunity in your life to change the face of our government. Take 
it seriously and vote! Today is a time in our Tribe that we should start focusing on who is best qualified and 
most capable of leading our Tribe in 2009 and beyond. With my background and experience, I bring more to 
the table for our Tribe. 

Thank you for the opportunity to present this platform. 
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Moses Jumper Jr. - Big Cypress 


Hello, 

My name is Moses Jumper Jr., but I am mostly known by my nickname, “Big 
Shot” or “Bigg.” I am running for the office of Tribal councilman of the Big Cypress 
Reservation. 

Believe me, this decision was made after much thought and prayer. I am sure 
most Tribal members know that I have worked with our recreation program for 35 
years. I am very proud of the accomplishments of our program, and the youth and 
adults that have supported or been a part of it. 

I don’t think it’s any secret that the young people of our Tribe have always been 
my priority. Sports and recreation help build character and I also know the impor- 
tance of education. Sports were a big influence in helping me get that college degree 

I served for a number of years as a chairperson for the education advisory board. 

With a mother that was the Tribe’s first high school and nursing graduate, believe 
me, I know the importance of education! And speaking of nursing, what a great area of vital importance our 
Health Dept, is within our Tribe. It is a program that truly must be supported, because it covers so many areas 
of our Tribe. 

Through the years, I feel I have had a chance to work alongside many of the people that were a part of our 
programs and I am excited about being able to work with them from a different perspective as a councilman. I 
won’t write or promise campaign riches because I know the next couple of years are going to be crucial in In- 
dian Country, especially to gaming Tribes; some gaming Tribes are feeling the effects of this economy already. 

I do promise you I will do my best to work with the people who will get us through these times. I would 
like to write more; it takes me back when I used to be the editor of this paper, but I know we only have so much 
room. If you have questions, I will be around the rez. 

I was an alternate on the Constitution Revision Committee and have worked the last two years on the 
Court Committee — you know we have an outdated Constitution when it limits a Tribal member from running 
for office because of age or blood quantum. 

On a final note, I won’t try to buy your vote with T-shirts, food or campaign promises, but I do encourage 
you to vote; let your voice be heard. I know I have by running for the office of this honored position in the 
Tribe. Believe me, it has always been my desire to work for and among the people I love. 

Is it time for a change? You make the choice. 

Mvto, 

Sho na bish, 

Bigg 
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Moses B. Osceola - Hollywood 

Che-han-tah-mo. Hello, how are you? My name is Moses Osceola aka “Moke.” 
I’d like to take this opportunity to announce my candidacy for the Hollywood 
Reservation representative to the Tribal Council. 

I have lived most of my life on the Hollywood Reservation and currently reside 
in the Seminole Winds apartment complex. 

I served as your president of the Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc., and as vice- 
chairman of the Tribal Council from 2003-2007. It was a privilege to serve you in 
those offices. 

During my lifetime, like yourself, I have become aware of, and experienced 
many issues that affect our lives here not only on our reservation, but also Tribal- 
wide such as health care, security and theft, drugs, lack of information on finances, 
children’s custodial accounts, housing, dividends, budgets, gaming and Hard Rock, 
and students’ stipends. These and other problems are what I pledge to address for 
you as your representative for the Hollywood Reservation. 

As a former Tribal official I am acutely aware of most of the issues, and have the experience to help re- 
solve these issues for you, and with you. 

I pledge to meet with our communities regularly and keep you informed of all reservation and Tribal-wide 
issues, and to receive your opinions on matters before the Tribal Council before voting on those matters. I will 
be your representative to help you resolve any difficulty, or to help you advance any positive cause, and will 
be available for you. 

I stated “communities” because as you may, or may not know, the Tribal Council recently approved a 
resolution for the Ft. Pierce Reservation to become a part of, or to be attached to the Hollywood Reservation 
for representation and services. I welcome the Ft. Pierce Reservation members, and the privilege and oppor- 
tunity to serve you as well. 

I hope that on Election Day, May 11, you will consider me for the office of Hollywood Reservation rep- 
resentative to the Tribal Council. It will be an honor to serve you! God bless you. 
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Big Cypress/Immokalee 

David Cypress: 162 
Manuel M. Tiger: 71 
Moses “Bigg” Jumper Jr.: 28 
Wovoka Tommie: 26 


Brighton/Tampa 

Andrew J. Bowers: 102 
Roger Smith: 101 
James Tommie: 40 


Hollywood/Ft. Pierce 

Max B. Osceola Jr.: 185 
Moses B. Osceola Jr.: 86 
Mark Billie: 29 


2009 Tribal Election Results 


David Cypress 


Andrew J. Bowers 
Tribal Council Representatives 


max B. Osceola Jr 


Paul Bowers Sr. 


Johnnie Jones Sr. IVIarcellus W. Osceola Jr 
Board of Directors Representatives 


Big Cypress/Immokalee 

Paul Bowers Sr.: 145 
Cicero Osceola: 138 
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Easter Bunny Springs His Way to Naples 


BY JUD Y WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

NAPLES — The residents of the Naples com- 
munity congregated at the home of Doug and Sandy 
Osceola on the afternoon of April 11 in anticipation 
of catching a glimpse of the fabled Easter Bunny. 

Much to their delight, both adults and children 
did not have long to wait. Their furry, white friend 
with big floppy pink ears peeked out from behind a 
large oak tree and then hopped across the lawn to 
greet them. Wearing a Seminole patchwork vest and 
a big smile, he distributed hugs and hand shakes to 
everyone. 

As many know, the Easter Bunny can’t talk. 
However he did a terrific job of delivering his mes- 
sage with appropriate gestures. It wasn’t long before 
he had a large group dancing and hopping with him 
around the bushes and trees. Mimicking his actions, 
the youngsters giggled and laughed while attempt- 
ing to duplicate the shake of his fluffy white tail. 

The Easter Bunny’s helpers hid eggs in the 
bushes, flowers beds, on the lawn and even up in the 
trees. Forming a line behind their favorite rabbit, the 
children did the bunny hop onto the grass and then 
broke into a run to gather as many eggs as possible. 
Even Grandma Tahama Osceola collected her share 
and encouraged the little ones in their hunt. 

While having their pictures taken with the 
Easter Bunny, each of the boys and girls received 



Mother’s Day Festivities 
Abound in Big Cypress 

BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 



BIG CYPRESS The 
Big Cypress community 
commemorated Mother’s 
Day with various activities 
during the week of May 7-12. 

The festivities com- 
menced on the evening of 
May 7 when the seniors trav- 
eled to the Coconut Creek 
Casino with Senior Center 
Site Manager Cecelia Guz- 
man. More than two dozen 
attendees enjoyed a special 
dinner along with President 
Richard Bowers Jr., who pre- 
sented gifts to the mothers as 
a token for Mother’s Day. 

Most of the seniors 
stayed at the casino for the 
time allotted. Others took a 
detour and went shopping 
nearby. 

On May 8 the com- 
munity gathered at the Big 
Cypress Gymnasium for a 
luncheon, sponsored by the 
Tribal Council and Board of 
Directors’ offices. 


Mya Cypress shows her Hula tech- 
nique during the Hula dance presen- 
tation at the Community Center Moth- 
er’s Day dinner. 


Chairman Mitchell Cypress and Big Cypress Tribal Council 
Rep. David Cypress attended the festivities with the employees, 
community members and Tribal citizens. Paul “Cowbone” Buster 
and the Cowbone Band provided entertainment for the afternoon 
event. Families took home flower arrangements and dozens of 
Mother’s Day balloons. 


Please see MOTHERS on page 2A 


Tribal Citizens Swim, 
Bike, Run in Triathlon 

BY RA CH EL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 



BRIGHTON — The Brighton reservation was turned into a 
battleground on May 2 as Tribal community members teamed up 
to test their physical limits at the second annual Triathlon Relay 
Race, sponsored by the Brighton Recreation Dept. 

“We are really excited because 
we are trying to get these people out 
here living healthier and more active 
lifestyles,” said Fitness Program Di- 
rector Natasha Kesoglou-Perez. 

The triathlon was divided into 
three divisions: youth, adult and se- 
nior. Competitors swam, hiked and 
ran, vying for top honors and brag- 
ging rights. 

Youth, ages 13-17, had to swim 
200 yards, bike 3.1 miles and run 1 
mile. The adults had a 300 yard swim, 

3.1 mile bike ride and a 2 mile run, 
whereas the seniors, ages 55 and old- 
er, swam 137 yards, hiked 3.1 miles 
and walked or ran 1 mile. 

Teams consisted of three indi- 
vidual competitors with the teams 
further divided into male and female 


they would make the event. But this 
age group ended up with the most 
teams participating. 

“I didn’t know if I was going to 


Rachel Buxton 

Brighton Board Rep. Johnnie 


Please see TRIATHLON on page 2A 


Jones Sr. crosses the finish 
line to take first place. 


Tribal Council Holds 
Special Meeting 

BY SHELLEY MARMOR 
Assistant Editor 

HOLLYWOOD — The Seminole Tribal Council convened 
at the Hollywood Headquarters for a special meeting on April 21. 
They unanimously passed 1 8 items from the consent agenda and 
1 1 from the regular agenda. 

The consent agenda items were as follows: 

Resolution 7: Issuance of a homesite least to Anthony Lee 
Osceola - Big Cypress Seminole Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 10: Issuance of a homesite least to Wanda Faye 
Bowers (FKA Wanda Faye Bowers McCall) - Hollywood Semi- 
nole Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 1 1 : Release of interest in a homesite from Sarah 
Marrero McDonald - Hollywood Seminole Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 12: Issuance of a homesite least to Ricardo Fortino 
Hernandez - Hollywood Seminole Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 13: Service line agreement (1,244’ X 5’) between 
Embarq and the Seminole Tribe of Florida for location of a tele- 
phone line to the homesite of Jacob Osceola Jr. - Big Cypress 
Seminole Indian Reservation; 


Please see EASTER on page 2A 


(L-R) Pedro Zepeda joins the Easter Bunny in wishing his grandmother, Tahama Osceola, a Happy Easter. 


Please see COUNCIL on page 2A 
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The children watch as the Easter Bunny mimes instructions for the egg hi 


Judy Weeks 

Jessica Osceola samples the tomato gravy at the 
Easter lunch. 


EASTER 

From page 1A 


a beautiful basket loaded 
with treats and age appro- 
priate toys. Young at heart, 
the adults quickly took 
their turns for family and 
group photos. 

A traditional Semi- 
nole dinner had been pre- 
pared over the fire and 
included such favorites as 
venison, chicken, squash, 
cabbage, rice with tomato 
gravy, sweet potatoes and 
fried bananas. Served with 
an abundance of fruits, 
vegetables and dessert 
items, the meal left the 
adults content to spend a 
leisurely afternoon relax- 
ing under the chickees. 

The boys and girls 
entertained themselves 
playing Water Tag, Laser 
Battle and enjoying the 
assorted swings hanging 
from the oak trees. 



Judy Weeks 

(L-R) The Osceola-Lugo children, Dominic, Angelina and Jo- 
seph, give the Easter Bunny a big hug. 


Judy Weeks 

Lola Veliz climbs among the Easter baskets looking for 
one with her name on it. 


COUNCIL 

From page 1A 


Resolution 14: Fourth amendment to 
annual Work Plan 21, submitted to the South 
Florida Water Management District by the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida; 

Resolution 15: Contract application to 
the United States Department of the Interti- 
or’s Bureau of Indian Affairs for P.L. 93-638 
funds to conduct the Bowlegs Road Project 
- Brighton Seminole Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 16: Contract application to 
the United States Department of the Interti- 
or’s Bureau of Indian Affairs for P.L. 93-638 
funds to conduct the Falcon Lane Project - 
Brighton Seminole Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 17: Contract application to 
the United States Department of the Interti- 
or’s Bureau of Indian Affairs for P.L. 93-638 
funds to conduct the Osprey Road Project - 
Brighton Seminole Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 18: Contract application to 
the United States Department of the Inter- 
tior’s Bureau of Indian Affairs for P.L. 93- 
638 funds to conduct the South Boundary 
Road Project Brighton Seminole Indian 
Reservation; 

Resolution 19: Brighton Village Phase 
II subdivision plat, as amended - Brighton 
Seminole Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 20: Approval of agreement 
with Kraft Construction Co., Inc., for im- 
provements and additions to the Seminole 
Indian Casino - Coconut Creek; 

Resolution 21: Approval of agreement 
with Kraft Construction Co., Inc., for im- 
provements and additions to the Seminole 
Indian Casino - Immokalee; 


Resolution 22: Charlotte Burgess ap- 
plication for a loan to build a home on the 
Brighton Seminole Indian Reservation; Rat- 
ification of pre-approval of the loan; 

Resolution 23 : Standard form of agree- 
ment between owner and contractor where 
the basis of payment is a stipulated sum of 
$626,030 between the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida and Oak Creek Builders, Inc., for 
the new construction of Charlotte Burgess’s 
single family home - Brighton Seminole In- 
dian Reservation; 

Resolution 24: IGT second amendment 
to master lease agreement and execution of 
customer orders; Ratification; 

Resolution 25: Bally Gaming, Inc., first 
amendment to master lease agreement and 
execution of orders; Ratification; 

Resolution 27: Appointment of the 
chief Human Resources executive officer as 
the plan administrator for the former 403(b) 
Plan of the Seminole Tribe of Florida; and, 

Resolution 28: Approval of agreement 
with Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
- Hollywood for the Seminole Princess Pag- 
eant. 

The regular agenda were as follows: 

Resolution 29: Grant of easement for 
right of way for BIA Road 281 (AKA Josie 
Billie Highway) - Seminole Tribe of Florida 
(grantor), Bureau of Indian Affairs, Brach of 
Roads (grantee) - Big Cypress Seminole In- 
dian Reservation; 

Resolution 30: Renewal of revocable 
permit between Jacob Osceola (permittor) 
and Matthew McKaig DBA The Snowball 
Man (permittee) - Hollywood Seminole In- 
dian Reservation; 

Resolution 31: Third addendum to of- 
fice/warehouse lease agreement between 


Davie Too, LLC, (lessor) and Seminole 
Tribe of Florida (lessee); 

Resolution 32: Approval of first amend- 
ment of business lease between Seminole 
Tribe of Florida (lessor) and Alice Snow 
(lessee) for assumption by Salina Nora Dor- 
gan and Elbert Snow- Brighton Seminole 
Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 33: Approval of second 
amendment to commercial lease between 
Seminole Tribe of Florida (tenant) and CMB 
Development of Naples, Inc., (landlord) for 
the Naples Liaison offices; 

Resolution 34: Approval of business 
lease between Seminole Tribe of Florida 
(lessor) and Cecelia Tigertail DBA Sweet 
Tooth (lessee) for the construction and de- 
velopment of a restaurant - Big Cypress 
Seminole Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 35: Business lease between 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida (lessor) and 
Pinnacle Towers, LLC, (lessee) for reloca- 
tion, construction and operation of a com- 
munications facility - Hollywood Seminole 
Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 36: Bank of America partic- 
ipant account for corporate purchasing card 
services for Seminole Gaming; 

Resolution 37: Seminole Tribe of Flor- 
ida photo permission letter granting use of 
selected still photo images from The Semi- 
nole Tribune/Seminole Tribe of Florida pho- 
to archives to Harry A. Kersey Jr.; 

Resolution 38: Approval of agreement 
between John’s Place, Inc., and the Semi- 
nole Tribe of Florida; and, 

Resolution 39: Approval of mainte- 
nance and support agreement with Unicen- 
tric, Inc. 


Thank You Letter to Voters from Marcellus Osceola Jr. 

I am honored that the voters of Hollywood and Ft. Pierce 
expressed their confidence in me by electing me to the Board of 
Directors. I would like to offer my thanks and gratitude to all of 
the people who supported me in this campaign. I look forward to 
representing all of the good people of the Hollywood and Ft. Pierce 
communities, no matter whose campaign they supported. 

I also want to applaud the other candidates who fought long 
and hard in their campaign for this position. With candidates like 
these, we are never going to have a shortage of great ideas and 
energy for our Tribe’s future. One thing is for sure, we all have an 
equal amount of love for our Tribe and we all want a better out- 
come for your Board’s profitability. 

Thank you to Gloria Wilson for her service to the Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. I am 
not here to throw away her hard work, her ideas, or her vision. My staff and I will be taking 
a close look at all of those ideas and projects to determine what would work toward our 
goals. If it is viable, then let’s keep it and see if we can make it better. If it is not working, 
we’re going to see if it can be fixed. If there is no hope and it is wasting our dollars, then it 
will be dissolved. 

I ran for this position because I felt my business experience and my determination is 
what it is going to take to help put this Board on the map. I bring in new ideas with new 
strategies to make our dollars work for us. I am dedicated to this job and will fight for your 
Corporation to show a profitable bottom line. 



Paul Bowers Sr. 
Appreciation Letter 

I want to thank 
all of the Big Cy- 
press and Immo- 
kalee Tribal citizens 
who gave me their 
vote of confidence 
in my election for 
Big Cypress Board 
representative. 

Living and 
raising my fam- 
ily in Big Cypress, 

I share the same problems and concerns as 
my friends and neighbors. I will be drawing 
on my experience of a lifetime in the cattle 
industry and eight years as a past representa- 
tive to meet the challenges of my job. 

I believe in you and look forward to do- 
ing my part to help shape the future of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida. 



Thank you, 


Thank you, 



Marcellus Osceola Jr. 


Paul Bowers Sr. 



TRIATHLON 

From page 1A 


make it because it is Satur- 
day and you do what you 
want to do,” said Tribal se- 
nior Mable Haught. “But 
I’m here to support the 
group and do things for 
myself and my health.” 

First place in the male 
senior division went to 
teammates Willie Johns, 

Parker Jones and Jack 
Smith Jr. They finished 
with an amazing time of 
33:44. 

The senior males had 
nothing on the first place 
female senior team, how- 
ever. Team members Connie Whidden, 
Patty Waldron and Edna McDuffie, all rep- 
resenting the Seminole Tribe’s Health Dept., 
crossed the finish line barely breaking a 
sweat in a time of 28:28. 

Seniors Louise Gopher, Onnie Osceola 
and Mable Haught followed soon after at 
35:30. 

The first place youth male team was 
comprised of Isaac Bettelyoun, CW Ortiz 
and Royce Osceola, with a finishing time 
of 22:59. The first place youth female team 
finished just 7 seconds behind the males in 
a time of 23:06. Members included Jessi 
Osceola, Alissa Dorgan and Kristina Osceo- 
la. 

The adults had a bit of an extra chal- 


lenge but both male and female teams fin- 
ished with impressive times. 

Brighton Board Rep. Johnnie Jones 
Sr., Reno Osceola and Robert Youngblood 
snagged the first place finish for the adult 
male division with a time of 1:03:12. The 
first place adult female team of Michele 
Thomas, Amy Johns and Kay Braswell 
were right on the male’s heels coming in at 
1:11:58. 

“The genuine camaraderie, team spirit 
and overall support for each other during 
this event was a heartfelt experience,” said 
triathlon organizer and Fitness specialist Kai 
Setty. “It has opened the door to new possi- 
bilities for this event in the future.” 



Rachel Buxton 

Parker Jones (R) hands off the bracelet to teammate Jack Smith Jr. (L) to begin his one mile walk as 
Willie Johns (C) watches. 



(L-R) Louise Osceola and Virginia Tommie make time for small talk at the Mother’s Day luncheon. 


MOTHERS 

From page 1A 


Members of the community next attend- 
ed a Mother’s Day Hawaiian-themed dinner, 
held May 12 in the Big Cypress Community 
Center. The Luau dinner united the families 
for a night of Hula dancing, umbrella-topped 
beverages and more. The children, ranging 


from ages 5-15, either performed a special 
dance or helped with serving the community 
their meals. 

Assistant Director of the Community 
Center Arelys Valdes said it took more than 
two weeks to set up the center and practice 
the dances and routine with the children. 

“The entire department helped out in 
this production,” Valdes said. 



Marisol Gonzalez 


(L-R) Mary Robbins, President Richard Bowers Jr. and Patsy Billie are amongst the attendees at the 
Mother’s Day celebration. The mothers each received a gift from President Bowers. 
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Chris C. Jenkins 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress shows off a copy of the American Association of Museum’s letter of official accreditation for the Tribal Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum. 


Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Accreditation Celebrated at Reception 


Gov. Charlie Crist Signs Proclamation Naming April 21 as Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum Day 




(L-R) Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum Director Anne McCudden presents Tribal citizen Carol Cypress with a special award for her longtime 
support of the museum. 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Members of 
the Tribal Council, Tribal citizens, em- 
ployees and special guests celebrated 
the historic Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
accreditation on April 21 at the Holly- 
wood Tribal Headquarters Auditorium 
with a reception. 

After the April 1 accreditation 
announcement of the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum by the American Association 
of Museums, the Seminole Tribe now 
operates the only Tribally-owned, ac- 
credited museum in the country. 

“Once again the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida achieved something special 
and have broken down more barriers,” 
said Chief Historic Resources Officer 
Tina M. Osceola. 

“Never before has the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida been in a position to 
walk through the door and say ‘We are 
here,’” Osceola added, “ft has always 
been someone else telling our story; we 
are in charge of it now.” 

Members of the Tribal Council 
also weighed in with their thoughts, 
giving perspectives on yet another 
milestone in the Tribe’s rich history. 

Each was also presented with framed, 
stamped copies of the official Accredi- 
tation Commission Certification. 

“I really never thought I would be 
here to see this process completed,” 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress said. Osceola Jr. also pointed out that only four percent easy, but it also should not be,” McCudden said. 

President Richard Bowers Jr. expressed the of all national museums have attained accreditation Governor Charlie Crist sent a written letter 
importance of having a Tribal museum to preserve status. congratulating the Tribe and signed a proclamation 

the Seminole Tribe’s history. “Working together, this is a true reflection of naming April 21 as Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum Day. 

“When you think about museums, you usually the Seminole Tribe of Florida,” Rep. Osceola said. The museum also had the additional honor 
think of how boring they are, but every time I go in Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum Director Anne Me- of receiving accreditation at the same time as the 
[the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum] I leam something,” Cudden echoed Rep. Osceola’s sentiment and of- Smithsonian’s National Museum of the American 
President Bowers said. “It defines who we are and fered her own insight into the four-year long, but Indian in Washington, DC. It opened its doors in 
where we come from.” now completed, journey to accreditation. 2004 and is the largest national museum complete- 

Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. “The accreditation process is anything but ly celebrating native people and preserving their 

legacy. 

The facility is the 16th mu- 
seum of the Smithsonian Insti- 
tution and was established by 
an act of Congress in 1989. It 
is comprised of three facilities; 
each was designed following 
consultations between museum 
staff and Native peoples and 
working in collaboration with 
Native peoples from the Western 
Hemisphere. 

Legendary Professional 
Golf Association golfer Greg 
“The Shark” Norman also at- 
tended the reception to offer con- 
gratulations. 

The Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Muse- 
um is located 17 miles north of 
Alligator Alley off of Interstate 
75 between Ft. Lauderdale and 
Naples on the Big Cypress Res- 
ervation. 

A second gallery museum is 
also a part of the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino complex 
on the Hollywood Reservation 
open daily from 9 a.m.-5 p.m., 
excluding weekends. 

For more information please 
call (863) 902-1113, (954) 797- 
chris c. Jenkins 5570, or log on to the museum’s 

Members of the Tribal Council with Professional Golf Association legendary golfer Greg “The Shark” Norman (C) at the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki website, www.ahtahthiki.com. 
Museum Accreditation Reception, held in the Hollywood Tribal Headquarters Auditorium on April 21. 



Erica Price/www.EricaLynnPhotography.com 


(L-R) Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr., Seminole 
Star Search grand prize winners Hank Nelson Jr., Paula Bowers- 
Sanchez and David Billy, and Seminole Heritage Events and Promo- 
tions Dept. Director Micki Free at the listening party. 

Star Search Winners 
CD Released at Party 

Billy, Nelson, Bowers-Sanchez 
Celebrate Debut CD 

BY SHELLEY MARMOR 
Assistant Editor 


HOLLYWOOD — The top three winners from the 
Seminole Star Search talent contest joined friends, family 
members, invited guests and Tribal employees at the Hard 
Rock Cafe on April 9 to listen to a few tracks from the “Sem- 
inole Star Search Grand Prize Winners, Volume 1” CD. 

The nine-track CD features three songs from each win- 
ner, David Billy, Hank Nelson Jr. and Paula Bowers-San- 
chez. At the listening party, the crowd heard Billy’s “Sus- 
picions,” “The Ride” from Nelson and Bowers-Sanchez’s 
song “Keep Away.” 

The “Seminole Star Search Grand Prize Winners, Vol- 
ume 1” CD will be available for purchase at Seminole Hard 
Rock facilities throughout the world at a later date. 

Seminole Heritage Events and Promotions Dept. Di- 
rector Micki Free em- 
ceed the event. Free, a 
Nammy®- Award and 
Grammy® -Award win- 
ning musician and mu- 
sic industry insider, and 
his department were in- 
strumental in the forma- 
tion of both the Semi- 
nole Star Search talent 
contest and the CD re- 
lease. 

“This is the Semi- 
nole version of ‘Ameri- 
can Idol’ without a 
doubt,” he said. 

Free, along with 
Chief Historic Re- 
sources Officer Tina M. 

Osceola, acknowledged 
the Tribal Council’s in- 
tegral role in Seminole 
Star Search. 

“This is something 
our Tribal Council, as 
leaders, has done that 
has never been done be- 
fore,” Osceola said. 

Ft. Pierce Liaison 
Sally Tommie, a co-em- 
cee at the Seminole Star 
Search finale contest 
that took place in Holly- 
wood on May 2, 2008, 
also spoke at the CD 
release party. She congratulated the winners and said that 
music has always played a vital role of Seminole culture. 

“Music has been a part of our past, it’s certainly a part of 
our present, and with Star Search, it’s also going to be a part 
of our future,” Liaison Tommie said. 

The three Seminole Star Search winners all sing country 
music, which led Free to enlist the help of some of Nash- 
ville’s finest musicians, including George Tutko on bass, 
when it came time to record the album. 

“Working with this project was so easy because the tal- 
ent was there,” Tutko said. 

Cherokee musician Shea sang backing vocals on the 
“Seminole Star Search Grand Prize Winners, Volume 1” CD. 

“As a native woman, it was an honor to be a part of this 
CD . . . the first native music project of its kind,” Shea said. 

She, along with musicians Matt Kramer, former lead 
singer of the bank Saigon Kick, and John Brant, former bass 
player for the band Cheap Trick, judged the Seminole Star 
Search contest. 

Star Search winner Bowers-Sanchez shared her song, 
“Keep Away,” with the audience first. She said she was 
“proud to be Seminole today” and admitted recording music 
for a CD has been a lifelong dream of hers. 

“I’ve been singing probably since I learned to walk,” 
she said. 

Next, the audience heard “Suspicions” from Billy. He 
admitted he was unsure about entering the Star Search com- 
petition, but after seeing Bowers-Sanchez’s audition, decid- 
ed he would give it a try. 

The final musician featured on the “Seminole Star 
Search Grand Prize Winners, Volume 1” CD, Nelson, played 
his song “The Ride” for the audience. He credited his father, 
Ted Sr., with sparking his interest in classic country musi- 
cians like Hank Williams Sr., which he admits helped shape 
his own musical style. 

Nelson said he hopes to continue successfully making 
country music. 

“Star Search is just the beginning for me,” he said. “I’m 
going to take this all the way and I hope to be on the radio 
one day.” 

In addition to the songs heard by the three Star Search 
winners, Victoria “Tori” Osceola, a 2008 Star Search com- 
petitor, performed a song to open the program. The 10-year- 
old daughter of Naples Liaison OB Osceola Jr. entertained 
the audience with her rendition the hit song “Mercy” by 
Grammy®-Award winning Welsh musician Duffy. 


Complete Track Listing for 
Seminole Star Search Grand 
Prize Winners, Volume 1 CD 

David Billy 

Suspicions 

Love Don’t Live Here Anymore 
More Than A Memory 

Hank Nelson Jr. 

That Lonesome Song 
Man of Steel 
The Ride 

Paula Bowers-Sanchez 

Hurts So Good 

This Could Take A Little Time 
Keep Away 
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Family Roots Run Deep for Jimmie Hank Osceola Jr. 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Tribal senior Jimmie Hank 
Osceola Jr. and family help define the true essence of 
Seminole legacy, tradition and spirit. 

With one of the most famous and pride-laden last 
names within the Tribe, this simple man has managed 
to maintain one of its most important cornerstones — 
family. 

Bom in the deep woods and wetlands of the Flor- 
ida Everglades, Osceola said he thinks he was bom in 
1936. He said he is unsure of the exact date because 
there were no official documents or paperwork to verify 
at that time. 

“We lived there a very long time in a chickee, but I 
do not remember how long,” he explained. 

Jimmie C. Osceola and Mary Motlow are his par- 
ents. Both were bom in south Florida, just like their son. 

As a sibling of 13, only five including himself, re- 
main alive today; they are Betty, Maggie, Annie and Joe. 
His brother, Dan, was the most recent to pass away two 
years ago. 

“Everything we did was done together,” he said of 
his late brother. “We had a love and togetherness. We 
ate together, told stories by fire and we just listened and 
learned.” 

In spite of that closeness, he remembers hard times 
and tragedy also. 

He recalls his father, Jimmie, as the leader and pro- 
vider of his family and a jack of all trades. He had no 
education and spoke very little English. Whether hunt- 
ing food, growing vegetables or working odd jobs along 
the way selling bird feathers and skinning and selling 
alligator skins, Osceola said his father tried to make the 
best of times. 

“He was always doing things and he never stopped,” 
Osceola said. “He could make money out of just about 
anything.” 

Osceola, however, lost his father at the age of 10. 

“After my father was gone my brothers tried to fill 
in,” he reflected. 

Osceola eventually went on to attend a boarding 
school in Cherokee, N.C., graduated from high school 
in Oklahoma, and eventually returned to Florida where 


he attended trade school to become a barber. 

He is no stranger to having his life’s journey under 
study. He said in the 1970s he spent time with Wheaton 
College professors as part of studies on the Tribe. Dur- 
ing that time he traveled to New York. He said it was 
one of the best times in his life. 

Another unforgettable time came just last month in 
April as family members gathered for a retreat and get 
away in Tennessee. 

“It was a wonderful time and reminds me of old 
times when everyone was together,” he reminisced. 

Now with five children of his own, two girls and 
three boys, and approaching his 49th year anniversary 
of marriage to wife, Marie, this June, Osceola constant- 
ly pays homage to those memories, while embracing the 
new situations life presents. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Jimmie Osceola Jr., with his wife of nearly 49 years, Marie. 



(L-R) Winterfest Incoming Chair Paul Anderson, Winterfest Chairman of the Board Max B. Osceola, Jr., Winterfest Immediate 
Past Chair Gary Correll and Winterfest President Lisa Scott-Founds get ready to smash the inaugural guitar, a Hard Rock 
tradition. 

Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. Named Winterfest Chairman 


BY BRIANA ABITTAN 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD a — Sparks flew and guitars 
smashed in honor of a new captain on deck for this 
year’s Winterfest Boat Parade. 

Former Winterfest Chairman Gary Correll passed 
down the anchor to newly-elected Max B. Osceola Jr., 
Hollywood’s Tribal Council representative, poolside at 
the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino on April 13. 

Correll said after his two year tenure with a board 
of 50 people, he is proud to now pass on the title to 
Osceola. 

“I know Winterfest is in very capable hands with 
the passing of the gavel to the new chairman of Winter- 
fest, Max Osceola,” Correll said. 

Rep. Osceola was recognized as chairman for his 
vision and commitment to South Florida traditions, 
through the development of eco heritage tourism; ac- 
complishments worthy of the title. 

“I think Max will be an outstanding chairman be- 
cause he’s very familiar with the boat parade [and] he’s 
very familiar with our organization,” Lisa Scott-Founds, 


president of Winterfest Inc., said. 

Rep. Osceola and Seminole Tribal citizens of years 
past are indeed no strangers to the Intracoastal water- 
ways. Years ago, Seminoles paddled down the New 
River along the quaint and crystal waters of Fort Lau- 
derdale, known as “The Venice of America.” 

The Seminole Tribe and Rep. Osceola have been 
tied to the parade for more than 14 years, and most re- 
cently signed another five year contract as Winterfest’s 
title sponsor. 

“Lisa [Scott-Founds] asked us to be in the Winter- 
fest boat parade and we didn’t have a boat, so she had 
someone donate a 21 footer,” Rep. Osceola said. “We 
decorated it, participated, and today we have a 115 foot- 
er and it’s a ftm time.” 

Rep. Osceola however, added that it is not he alone 
who received this honor. 

“It’s not me, it’s we,” he said. “The Seminole Tribe 
has entrusted me to represent and I thank them for that.” 

The 38th annual Seminole Hard Rock Winterfest 
Boat Parade will cruise its way through Ft. Lauderdale’s 
waterways on Dec. 12. For more information please 
visit winterfestparade.com. 
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BIG CYPRESS 


The Big Cypress New Testament Baptist Church Fellowship Hall is dedicated to the memory of Eddie Cypress Billie. 

Eddie Cypress Billie Honored at 
Fellowship Hall Dedication 

Fellowship Hall Located at BC’s New Testament Baptist Church 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The late Eddie Billie, daughter 
of Charlie Cypress, was bom in 1924 at a remote camp- 
site deep in the heart of the Everglades in an area cur- 
rently located in southeastern Collier County. She was 
a member of the Panther Clan, raised in a traditional 
manner, who dedicated her life 
to serving others. 

Migrating with her family 
to the newly-established Big 
Cypress Reservation in the 
late 1930s, Billie converted 
to Christianity. She became a 
member of the New Testament 
Baptist Church during its for- 
mation in 1966. As the wife of 
its founding pastor, Rev. Frank 
Billie, she was one of the 
church’s most active members. 

Billie made it her life’s 
mission to spread the gospel 
of her Lord and administer 
fellowship to everyone she 
encountered, whether in her 
own backyard or traveling the 
trade routes during her early 
years with her family. While 
traveling she developed a 
multitude of lifetime friend- 
ships all across south Florida, 
northward to the Okeechobee 
encampments and on mission- 
ary trips to Oklahoma. 

Some of Billie’s friends 
and those whose lives she 
touched joined Seminole Tribe 
of Florida representatives and 
community members to cel- 
ebrate Billie’s life on April 19. 

On this day, the Eddie Cypress 
Billie Fellowship Hall official- 
ly opened in the Big Cypress 
New Testament Baptist Church to honor her memory 
and legacy within the church. 

The dedication ceremony began with one of Billie’s 
favorite activities, singing, and the assembled crowd 
sang her favorite Creek song, “Heleluyvn Yvhikares,” 
which roughly translates into English as “I Will Sing 
Hallelujah.” Event emcee and active church member 
Keeno King reminisced about Billie, who he said every- 
one knew as “Grandma.” 

“Grandma loved to sing and learned as many hymns 
as possible in Mikasuki and Creek,” King said. “When 
she visited us in Oklahoma, she had us teaching her the 
songs. On our next visit to Big Cypress, she led the con- 
gregation in singing to us in our own words.” 


According to Chairman Mitchell Cypress, “This 
was Eddie’s dream and I know that she sees that it has 
come true.” 

The Big Cypress New Testament Baptist Church 
began in a chickee and eventually moved to a perma- 
nent structure built with volunteer labor during the early 
1970s. However, time took its toll on the adjacent cook 
chickee and this structure had to be demolished a few 
years ago. This is now the home of the Eddie Cypress 
Billie Fellowship Hall. 

On Sept. 7, 2007, Billie witnessed the realization of 
her dream at the groundbreaking ceremony for a 4,791 
sq. ft. Fellowship Hall to be comprised of a lobby, kitch- 
en, dining room, three classrooms and restroom facili- 


ties. Designed by Balfoort Finnvold Architecture, Inc., 
it was constructed by Seminole Design-Build, Inc., and 
completed in February 2009. 

Billie passed away in March 2008, but attendants 
of the dedication ceremony emphasized that her love of 
her fellow man will be remembered as future genera- 
tions enjoy the use of the Eddie Cypress Billie Fellow- 
ship Hall. 


“We dedicate this building in her memory,” said 
President Richard Bowers Jr. “I know that she smiles 
down and offers her guidance. To see the children run- 
ning around here, generation after generation will be her 
reward.” 

Though many of Billie’s friends and family mem- 
bers attended the event, one was notably absent, her 
widower, Rev. Frank Billie, 96. 

Due to the infirmities that come with age, he was 
unable to attend, however, indicated his gratitude for the 
honor bestowed upon his late wife and partner. In his 
many years as pastor of the church, she was always at 
his side doing God’s work and administering to every- 
one who crossed their paths. 

“Frank Billie could not be present, but 
he joins us in spirit and rejoices in the growth 
of the church that he and his wife worked so 
hard to build,” said Chairman Cypress. 

Upon Frank Billie’s retirement as pastor 
at the Big Cypress New Testament Baptist 
Church, the late Johnny Shomo took over as 
pastor. His widow, Venita, brought her fam- 
ily from Oklahoma to participate in the dedi- 
cation ceremony. 

“When my husband and I brought our 
family here to help fill the vacancy left by 
Frank Billie’s retirement, Eddie made us 
feel as though we had come home,” she said. 
“God has a plan and uses us to make it work. 

Several of Billie’s family members also 
recalled the life of their late relative at the 
dedication ceremony. Billie’s nephew, Char- 
lie Cypress, and Erin Buster, Billie’s grand- 
daughter, recalled personal experiences 
about the woman many viewed as one of 
God’s chosen messengers, while Betty Cy- 
press King shared stories with the audience 
about her Aunt Eddie. 

“Grandma raised me and she was my 
teacher,” said King. “She was very strict 
and unrelenting in her quest to separate right 
from wrong, but at the same time had a never 
ending capacity for love and compassion.” 

Deacon Joe Osceola Sr., 84, the oldest 
congregation member still attending and ac- 
tive in the church, offered Biblical words of 
wisdom during the speeches. 

“There is a passage in the Bible that says that the 
children of the Lord cried unto him for help and he de- 
livered,” Osceola said. “We prayed and he heard our 
prayers. We thank God for the rain to feed our land, but 
we are happy that we will no longer have to cook and eat 
in the rain. He has given us a wonderful place to teach 
our children and share his blessings.” 

In addition to numerous other speakers remem- 
bering Billie through stories and anecdotes, the crowd 
listened to the Southern Sound Quartet from Nashville, 
Term., and ate dinner together. A tour of the facilities 
followed the dinner and each participant received a me- 
morial coffee mug, representative of Billie’s unending 
hospitality and brotherly love. 
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Navajo ‘Code Talker’ Participates 
in Museum Event Opening 


Event Coincides with ‘ Native Words, Native Warriors ’ Exhibit 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Native Americans have been 
fighting to protect and defend their homeland since pre- 
historic times. Therefore, it was no surprise when 400 
Navajo warriors, known as Code Talkers, answered the 
call to participate in a top secret military operation that 
would eventually save the lives of thousands of their 
military comrades and tens of thousands of civilians. 

Their words played a significant role in shaping the 
outcome of World War II and the ultimate destiny of the 
U.S. for decades to come. 

On the afternoon of April 24, the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum in Big Cypress hosted an opening reception for 
the “Native Words, Native Warriors” exhibit, which will 
be on display in the West Gallery through July 25. The 
exhibit chronicles the story of these Navajo warriors. 

A remarkable tale of the Indian soldiers who used 
their Native languages in service to the U.S. military, 
the exhibit was developed by the Smithsonian Insti- 
tute’s National Museum of the American Indian and the 
Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibition Service. 
The support of Elizabeth Hunter Solomon, of the Smith- 
sonian Women’s Committee, has made it possible for 
future generations of Americans to share in the experi- 
ences of their forefathers. 

“The ‘Native Words, Native Warriors’ exhibit is a 
comprehensive study through facts and photos that will 
prove that sometimes the call to arms is best answered 
with words,” said Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum Director 
Anne McCudden. 

One of the former Navajo Code Talkers, Bill To- 
ledo, sang the “Marine’s Hymn,” known as the organi- 
zation’s official song, in both Navajo and English, at the 
opening of the exhibit. 

Of the 420 Code Talkers, less than 100 remain alive 
today, with even fewer able to travel in their advanced 
years. 

Toledo, 85, discussed the origins of the Code Talk- 
ers, opening a window into his own culture and personal 
history, which in some ways paralleled many Native 
Americans of his era. 

Bom in a Hogan, a very remote area of the Navajo 
Reservation, Toledo lost his parents at any early age and 
was raised by his grandparents. He said they depended 
upon their flock of sheep and “dry land farming” for 
their livelihood. 

Reservation agents began transporting Toledo to 
day school at age 6 as part of an assimilation program. 


However, his education and knowledge of English were 
curtailed by long absences due to his responsibilities to 
his family and the sheep. 

Unable to speak English, Toledo was removed to 
boarding school when he reached 10. Suffering from 
culture shock, his world was turned upside down over- 
night. Forbidden to speak his own language, the young 
Navajo had to leam to communicate all over again. His 



Judy Weeks 


(L-R) Seminole Vietnam War veteran Russell Osceola Sr. 
shares personal experiences with fellow veteran Bill Toledo. 

only consolation was the close companionship of his 
cousins, who shared his circumstances. 

“By the time I turned 18, the United States was 
deeply involved in World War II and the Japanese were 
breaking our military codes as fast as they could be cre- 
ated,” Toledo said. 

Toledo explained that the son of a Presbyterian mis- 
sionary, Phillip Johnston, who had been raised on the 
Navajo Reservation and was fluent in their language 
suggested developing a code in the Navajo language 
that would be impossible for the enemy to break. 

Toledo continued: “Out of this, what we call the 
‘First 29 Code Talkers,’ came into existence. These Na- 
vajo established the code with 211 names and the al- 
phabet.” 

He then shared a few words that made up the code, 
such as the Navajo for “turtle,” meaning “armored tank.” 

Toledo explained that one of the First 29 came to 
his school recruiting a short time later. When he left, he 
took five volunteers with him. They were Toledo, his 
cousin and uncle, Preston and Frank Toledo, featured on 
the Museum’s poster promoting the event and the Mor- 
gan brothers. 

“It was funny because they were now ask- 
ing us to speak our language,” Toledo said. “The 
one thing that he didn’t tell us about was boot 
camp. We might not have been warriors when 
we left school, but we were Marines when we 
left San Diego nine weeks later.” 

Toledo became a member of the 3rd Marine 
Division and traveled to the British Solomon 
Islands, the Marianna’s and Iwo Jima. In 1943 
he arrived at the command in Bougainville, the 
largest island in the Solomon Islands. Within 
three days, the command had scrapped their 
old procedure for messages and were using the 
Code Talkers 

“It was our job from that point forward,” 
Toledo said. “We were training to land on the 
Japanese mainland when President Truman or- 
dered the bomb on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, 
bringing an end to the war.” 

The Code Talkers were sworn to secrecy 
upon joining and were instructed to tell no one 
about the code when they were discharged. Fi- 
nally on August 4, 1982, President Reagan de- 
clared Navajo Code Talkers Day and declassi- 
fied their role in the military service. 

Following his discharge, Toledo completed 
his high school education in Lawrence, Kan. He mar- 
ried, had three children and retired after 30 years of pro- 
cessing uranium for the mining industry in New Mexico. 

He is quick to say the peace time uses of uranium 
for atomic energy and medical research vastly outweigh 
its wartime purposes. The use of the atomic bomb to end 
the war with the Japanese saved more lives than it took, 
Toledo said. 



Seven-Year Veteran Employee Bids Farewell 

Ruby Osceola Retires From Job at BC Senior Center 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Ruby Ann Osceola has spent 
much of her life being of service to others. However, on 
April 29, she retired from the Big Cypress Senior Cen- 
ter during a ceremony that provided an opportunity for 
her fellow seniors and co-workers to acknowledge the 
seven years that she had worked there. 



Judy Weeks 


Ruby Osceola receives a large floral arrangement and plaque 
at her retirement party from the Big Cypress Senior Center. 


Center Manager Cecilia Solano presented her with 
a plaque in recognition of all her hard hours of work and 
dedication to her job. 

“It has been a pleasure working beside Ruby each 
day, but now it is time for the tables to turn,” Solano 
said. “When most people retire, you rarely ever see 
them again. We hope that she will frequent the center so 
that we can have an opportunity to wait on her the way 
that she has taken care of others.” 

A large floral arrangement signified the love and re- 
spect that Osceola has earned during her years of service 
to the center and her community. 

Both Big Cypress representatives, Tribal Board 
Rep. Cicero Osceola and Tribal Council Rep. David Cy- 
press, also attended the ceremony. 

“Ruby has always given more of herself than she 
has taken,” Rep. Cypress said. “Married to Seminole 
veteran Roy Nash Osceola, she raised three sons and 
two daughters here in Big Cypress with little money, 
lots of hard work and plenty of love.” 

Rep. Cypress then recalled a sadder time for Osceo- 
la. 

“Ruby Osceola suffered the greatest sacrifice that 
any mother can make, when she lost her son, Herman, 
in a helicopter crash in Korea while he was serving 
his country in the military,” he said. “Calling upon the 
strength of her ancestors, she endured the loss of this 
young Seminole warrior and continued to serve her fel- 
low man.” 

Big Cypress Board Rep. Cicero Osceola recalled 
times he spent with Osceola in years past. 

“My fondest memories of Ruby go back to when 
she had the store here at the rez and nobody could beat 
her sandwiches,” Rep. Osceola said. “She used to make 
the biggest, tastiest burgers in the whole world and I 
could never get enough of them. Her store may be gone, 
but the memory of it will linger with us forever.” 

Retirement will mean just a slight change of pace 
for Osceola, who said she believes in living life to the 
fullest. She also said she is looking forward to spending 
more time with her sister, three remaining children, and 
four grandchildren. 



Judy Weeks 


Music Industry Insiders Offer 
Advice to Tribal Citizens 

Star Search Music Camp inspires Seminole Talent 



Freelance Reporter 


I can’t read music either, but I won a Grammy®, and 
neither could Jimi Hendrix.” 

Continuing Free said: “I see that you have a new 


BIG CYPRESS — The second Seminole Star acoustical guitar and have broadened your range of 
Search Music Camp held on April 25 in the Herman L. chords. You have indicated that you don’t sing because 
Osceola Gym, featured a daylong session with booths you feel that you have limited range with your voice, 
set up highlighting various aspects of music including Today we are going to show you that this is not true, 
image, stage presence, vocal instruction and song writ- By removing Osceola’s capo, a clamp that goes on 
ing. a guitar to change the pitch, and changing his key, the 

Director of Seminole Heritage Events and Promo- instructors helped him find a whole new range, 
tions Micki Free emceed the event. Free, a multi-award “Singing is a personal thing and we limit our- 
winning musician, told the music camp attendees that selves,” said Kramer. “Project more of your body into 
“we are here to give constructive criticism and help you the song and improvise. Build and navigate a track to 
build confidence.” follow by going low and then high, but chill out with the 

“Have faith in yourself and determination,” he add- basic melody.” 
ed. “If you plan to succeed, you have to want it and be Asking Osceola to put together a melody with his 
willing to make sacrifices along the way.” chords, Kramer pulled some words out of the air and 

In addition to Free, other music industry veterans within a few moments they had created a song about the 
and insiders participated in the camp to offer guidance wildfires raging along Alligator Alley. Quickly adapt- 
to the budding Seminole talent. Matt Kramer, former ing, Osceola followed the lead with his guitar and then 
lead singer of the band Saigon Kick, and Prince Markie joined in the chorus. 

Dee, a music producer and one of the original members “Today we have witnessed natural ability and 
of the hip-hop group the Fat Boys, offered guidance to helped someone discover that he has excellent pitch,” 

complimented Free. “Don’t be afraid 


p-hop artist and producer Prince Markie Dee (L) and vocal instructor Matt 
Kramer (R) work with Deven Osceola (C) on the electric keyboard. 


to enter into uncharted waters. We 
have come here to help you grow.” 
Kramer echoed Free’s sentiment. 
“Being versatile and having vo- 
cal abilities gives you power,” he 
said. “It is much easier to find a good 
musician than a decent singer. If you 
play an instrument, you are a part of 
the band, but if you are also a vocal- 
ist, the band can be built around you. 
Discipline yourself and diversify your 
talents.” 

Instructor Prince Markie Dee 
also brought invaluable knowledge to 
the class. He advised the camp attend- 
ees to follow their own path and not 
succumb to the pressures of others. 

“The music business is a tough 
place,” he said. “Always follow your 
dreams. If you don’t win, give it some 
more and after you have given ev- 
erything you have, dig deep and find 
some more.” 

“Judges will critique your style,” 
Dee continued. “Don’t be afraid to 
improvise because the stage is yours. 
Judy Weeks ^bove all, be natural and don’t try to 
look a certain way. Be comfortable 
and be yourself.” 

All music camp attendees re- 


those in attendance wanting to know more about making ceived a copy of the “Seminole Star Search Grand Prize 
it in the music industry. Winners, Volume 1” CD from Free which features three 

Tribal citizen Preston Osceola returned for the sec- songs each from the 2008 Star Search winners David 
ond Seminole Star Search Music Camp, and Free in- Billy, Hank Nelson Jr. and Paula Bowers- Sanchez. Free 
vited him to participate in an evaluation. then encouraged each person at the music camp to try- 

“This is a workshop, not a test,” began Free. “Last out for Seminole Star Search 2009. 
time you were here, you were playing an electric gui- “Tryouts for 2009 will take place in June and you 
tar and for someone who is self-taught and doesn’t read could be in the lineup of contestants striving for a spot 
music, you really caught my eye. For your information, on our next winners’ release,” he said. 
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RICHARD CASTILLO 

954 . 522.3500 

Since 1 990 1 have protected rights like yours. 
My office defends dui's, drug offenses, 
suspended license, domestic violence, and 
all felonies and misdemeanors. 

24 HOURS A DAY 

The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not 
be based solely upon advertisement Castillo worked as a Public 
Defender in Broward County from 1990-1996 and has been in 
private practice for nine years. In 1995 he was voted the Trial 
Attorney of the year. He graduated from Capital University in 
1989 and was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1990, Federal Bar in 
1992, and the Federal Trial Bar in 1994. 
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| IMMOKALEE 

Tribal Friend Mildred Roberts Sherrod Celebrates 90th Birthday 




Chairman, Immokalee Council Liaison, Tribal Citizens, More Attend Party 


BY J UDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 


IMMOKALEE — A Florida cattle- 
woman and icon of the Roberts family of 
Immokalee, Grace Mildred Roberts Sher- 
rod, celebrated her 90th birthday on April 
18. 

The festivities took place in the old, 
one-room wooden church located on the 
site of her family’s original homestead in 
Immokalee. More than 300 people attended 
the event to offer their best wishes and remi- 
nisce about the early frontier days of South 
Florida. 

Surrounded by her children, grandchil- 
dren and great-grandchildren, Sherrod was 
joined by her last remaining brother, Bobby, 
as they relived nearly a century of memo- 
ries created at the Roberts’ Ranch on one of 
Florida’s last frontiers. 

Friends from all across the state shared 
refreshments and waited patiently for their 
opportunity to congratulate her on her mile- 
stone birthday and join in the conversation. 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress also attended 
the party to honor Sherrod. He also recalled 
old memories of her and her family. 

“My grandfather, Whitney Cypress, 


traveled all day with my father, Jimmie, and 
his brothers and sisters to visit the Roberts’ 
store and then camp out near by,” Chairman 
Cypress said. “This was an important meet- 
ing place for our people and they knew that 
they could trust the Roberts for a fair trade. A 
Seminole camp was eventually established 
on the curve not far from their property and 
existed there for many years.” 

“Our people did not own the land for 
this village or have running water or elec- 
tricity,” continued Chairman Cypress. “Mil- 
dred Sherrod recognized their need for a 
permanent home and was instrumental in ar- 
ranging for the first parcel of land on Stock- 
ade Road to be set aside for them. This was 
the beginning of what would become the 
Immokalee Reservation.” 

Giving Sherrod a big hug, Tribal citi- 
zen Joe Frank also recalled memories of the 
Roberts family and the birthday party guest 
of honor. 

“That original camp was my home for 
a long time and I will always remember the 
kindness of the Roberts,” Frank said. “Food 
was not easy to come by in those days and 
the Roberts would let us pick up some of the 
fruit from their citrus trees and sometimes 
bring baskets of basic food staples to share 
with us.” 

Sherrod replied: “My 
mother used to say ‘Lots of 
fruit falls and it would be a 
sin not to share with those in 
need.’ Friends always help 


each other and it has been my pleasure to be 
able to call the Seminoles my friends.” 

Immokalee Tribal Council Liaison 
Elaine Aguilar recalled Sherrod’s connec- 
tion to her late mother. 

“I will always remember Mildred Sher- 
rod for her random acts of kindness,” Liai- 
son Aguilar said. “She was my mother, Lucy 
John’s, dear friend for many years. She 
would stop by frequently to give her a ride 
to church or just check to see how she was 
doing. They first met as youngsters and over 
the years they always kept in touch.” 

Sherrod responded to Liaison Aguilar’s 
story, saying she has “a beautiful picture of 
Lucy John [that] hangs on my living room 
wall.” 

Coming all the way from Indiantown, 
Fla. to participate in the celebration, another 
Florida cattlewoman and lifelong friend, Iris 
Wall, reminisced about knowing Sherrod 
throughout the years. 

“I will never forget how happy we were 
for the Seminoles when they signed their 
Constitution and received government rec- 
ognition,” Wall said. “It was a highlight in 
our lives when Mildred and I were able to 
join you recently in celebrating your 50th 
anniversary.” 

The Roberts family purchased the Al- 
len Place on Gopher Ridge in Immokalee in 
1914. Driving their herd of cattle south from 
Ona, Fla. and Wachula, Fla., they became 
one of the first permanent families in the re- 
gion and established the Red Cattle Co. 


(L-R) Mil 
Roberts’ 


dred Roberts Sherrod, her son, Phil, and close friend, Iris Wall, share memories of the 
Ranch, Red Cattle Co. and Seminole Tribe. 


Mildred Roberts Sherrod and her brother, Robert “Bobby” Rob- 
erts, have spent nearly a century watching Immokalee grow from (L-R) Mildred Roberts Sherrod, Trit 
a frontier homestead into a thriving agricultural community. members of the Florida Cattlemen’: 


Judy Weeks 

il citizen Joe Frank and Iris Wall are lifelong friends and 


Their two youngest children, 
Grace Mildred and R.A. “Bobby,” 
were bom in the log house located 
just a few feet from the birthday 
party. 

Shortly after their arrival in 
South Florida, the Roberts devel- 
oped a lifelong friendship with 
the Seminole people. Many of the 
Tribal elders became day workers 
for the Red Cattle Co. and helped 
with building fences and cattle 
roundups. 

The Roberts’ eldest son, Dius, 
operated the Roberts General Store 
in Immokalee and provided a 
source of supply for the Seminole 
families who traveled all the way 
from the Big Cypress Swamp and 
the Everglades/Deep Lake regions. 
Trading alligator hides, plumes, 
meat and produce with the Rob- 
erts’, a trust was formed with the 
Indians and the store frequently 
served as a bank for them. 

“Uncle Bobby,” as the head 
of the Roberts’ family was known, 
accompanied the Seminoles to the 


opening of the Tamiami Trail, helped pro- 
mote the arrival of the railroad, served on 
the first Collier County Commission and 
was instrumental in the building of the first 
school, church and bank in Immokalee. One 
of the original founders of the Florida Cat- 
tlemen’s Association, he became very famil- 
iar with the newly established cattle industry 
at Brighton and Big Cypress Reservations. 

Growing up in this frontier community, 
Mildred Roberts played with the Seminole 
children and fondly recalled traveling out 
to Big Cypress to attend the newly founded 
Baptist Church and participate in the annual 
Christmas celebrations. 

Following her marriage to William 
Sherrod, Mildred raised three children, but 
continued to remain active in the family 
cattle business like so many of the Seminole 
cattlewomen of today. In 1980 the Red Cat- 
tle Co. was divided up among the Roberts’ 
offspring and Mildred Roberts Sherrod took 
over sole management of her own herd just 
north of Immokalee in Felda, Fla. 

She has served as secretary and honor- 
ary director of the Florida Cattlemen’s Asso- 
ciation and continues to be an active mem- 
ber today. 
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Employees from every Immokalee department participated in the musical chairs competition. 


Employees Honored on Appreciation Day 

Event Themed Take This Job and Love IP 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — The theme for the 2nd annual 
Immokalee Employee Appreciation Day, cleverly- 
themed “Take This Job and Love It,” was co-sponsored 
by Immokalee Tribal Council Liaison Elaine Aguilar 
and the Immokalee Recreation Dept. 

Immokalee’s Tribal employees gathered at the gym 
at 8 a.m. on May 6 to participate in the daylong event 
that featured sports activities, an awards ceremony and 
more. 

An invigorating walk from the gym to the ball field 
and back got the employees’ blood pumping and ener- 
gized the group for the scheduled activities. Kenny Joe 
Davis Sr., Cecilia Pequeno and Alicia Gamez crossed 
the finish line first. 

Following a light breakfast, the group separated 
into two teams for three games of dodge ball. With five 
balls circulating at a time, the players were armed and 
dangerous. Playing with reckless abandon, they attacked 
each other mercilessly until there was just one last man 
standing. Then they reversed sides and went for the best 
two out of three games. 

A kick ball tournament found 15 players on each 
team representative of both sexes and all departments. It 
quickly appeared the pitchers held the most dangerous 
position on the team as they took one hard shot after 
another. It wasn’t easy to make a home run, but Abel 
Ramos of Building and Grounds managed to pull it off 
with the bases loaded and brought his team to victory. 

Contrary to popular belief, it is not impossible to 
strike out in kickball. Two Immokalee employees man- 
aged this infamous feat while their teammates and op- 
ponents roared with good natured laughter. 

Slowing down the pace a bit, a game of musical 
chairs made it possible for everyone to participate. As 
the number of players dwindled, the participants began 
to slither from one seat to another and were even known 
to attempt taking their chair with them. During the fi- 
nal countdown, Juan Tapia from the Maintenance Dept, 
took first and Angella Dixon of the Human Resources 
Dept, placed second. 

Following lunch, the awards ceremony took place. 
Each employee received a ballot to vote on various su- 


perlative categories to describe the 2009 Employees of 
the Year. 

Trophies went to: Always on Time: Dennis Gonza- 
les, Recreation Dept, aide; Best Looking Female: Jenni- 
fer Ramos, Immokalee Tribal Council Office aide; Best 
Looking Male: Kenny Joe Davis Sr., Immokalee Ranch 
director; Best Personality: Dennis Gonzales, Most 
Friendly: Alicia Gamez, Housing Dept, service coor- 
dinator; Best Motivator: Elaine Aguilar, Tribal Coun- 
cil liaison, Most Dependable: Dennis Gonzales, Most 
Professional: Angella Dixon, Human Resources Dept, 
program specialist; Employee Clown: Kenny Joe Davis, 
Sr., and Loudest Employee: Susan Davis, Recreation 
Dept. aide. 

Wrapping up the day’s activities were two rounds 
of volleyball. Playful banter between the spectators and 
players livened up the games. 

All the employees received a tote bag containing 
a commemorative T-shirt, sports bottle, towel and pen 
embellished with the slogan for the day. 



(L-R) Immokalee Ranch Director Kenny Joe Davis Sr., Ceci- 
lia Pequeno of the Recreation Dept, and Alicia Gamez of the 
Housing Dept, cross the finish line first at the walk. 
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Submitted by Valerie Marone 

Ruby Thomas watches the cattle grazing on the 750-acre Lakeland property where Tampa youth participated in a weekend 
camping trip on April 25-26. 


LAKELAND, Fla. — Tampa’s Culture, Recreation 
and Family Services/Prevention Departments joined to- 
gether with the youth of the Tampa Community on April 
25-26 for their first Kid’s Weekend Camping Trip. 

The camp out was held at the Lakeland property 
and is the first of many more to follow. The location 
consists of more than 750 acres of wetlands and will be 
the future location of more than 200 homes for Tampa 
Tribal citizens. 



Submitted by Valerie Marone 

Herbert Jim from the Culture Dept, demonstrates woodcarv- 
ing techniques. 



Tampa Youngsters Attend Weekend Camping Trip 


Family Services Dept. 


Submitted by Valerie Marone 

Miguel Dillon concentrates on his carving. 


Herbert Jim of the Tribal Culture Dept, said the rea- 
son for the camping trips is “to give the Tampa youth 
more opportunities to leam about their culture by expe- 
riencing it firsthand.” 

Jim taught the youth woodcarving techniques and 
shared stories about Seminole culture while Barbara 
Cypress taught beading. 

Lawrence Jacobs from the Recreation Dept, provid- 
ed activities such as a hayride and archery while Mari- 
lyn Stillwell, Tim Leverone and Valerie Marone from 
the Family Services/Prevention Dept, played “wacky 
baseball” and refereed a Tug-of-War challenge between 
the youngsters. 


| BRIGHTON 

Youth Clean Red Barn for Renovations 

Red Bam Recently Listed in Historic Places Register 

BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Members of the S.W.A.M.P., 
which stands for Seminoles Without Addictions Make 
Progress, and Recreation Dept, teamed up April 1 to 
help clean up the historic Red Bam on the Brighton Res- 
ervation to prepare for a complete restoration. 

In November 2008 the Red Bam was nominated for 
the National Registry and on Dec. 23, 2008, became the 
first Seminole building property to be listed in the Na- 
tional Register of Historic Places. 

The clean up of the bam was only the beginning of 
the preservation process of the Red Bam. A laser scan of 
the building will be done to get exact measurements so 
drawings and 3D models can be made. From the mod- 
els, the bam will begin to be restored to its original ren- 
dering from 70 years ago. 

Tribal youth helped rake, sweep and carry out rem- 
nants and debris that was left in the Red Bam. 

“They are working their hearts out,” said Valerie 
Marone, S.W.A.M.P. coordinator. “And they know they 
are giving back to their community. 

S.W.A.M.P. has coordinated community service 
into their many activities. 

“We are trying to do more community service proj- 
ects,” said Marone. “It’s very important to do that be- 
cause it helps build self esteem in the children.” 



Rachel Buxton 

Daniel Nunez Jr. rakes out a stall once occupied by Tribal 
horses. 



The Red Bam has be- 
come a historical icon for the 
Seminole Tribe in Brighton. 
The bam played a vital role 
during the early years of the 
Tribe’s cattle industry. It was 
also a place where Tribal 
meetings were held as well 
as family and community 
events. 

“It is more than just a 
bam; it is a symbol for the 
Tribe’s democracy,” said 
Carrie Purkerson. “It’s great 
to teach the kids about the 
Tribe’s history and to show 
that the bam is an important 
symbol for the Tribe.” 

The youth gave it their 
all, working in the extreme 
heat to clean out the bam and 
take part in making history. 

“It’s really exciting and 
a lot of work,” said Jaryaca 
Baker. “But it’s fun and good 
to give back to the commu- 
nity because they have given 
so much to me.” 


Tampa Community Attends Culture Gathering 


Nancy Frank Hosts First-Ever Event at Her Home 



(L-R) Annie Henry stirs the food while Nancy Frank keeps the fire going. 


Submitted by Lola Juarez 


BY LOLA JUAREZ 

Tampa Dept, of Elder Affairs 

LAKELAND, Fla. — Mem- 
bers of the Tampa Community 
gathered at Nancy Frank’s home in 
Lakeland, Fla. to attend the first an- 
nual culture gathering, sponsored by 
the Tampa Culture Dept. 

The day’s events included 
cooking, storytelling, games, a lun- 
cheon and birthday cake, for com- 
munity member Bobby Henry who 
celebrated his 72nd birthday and his 
daughter, Joanie, who turned 48. 

As the men worked and ran 
back and forth arranging the tent 
and the tables, the ladies got the fire 
going and gathered the food they 
would cook over a traditional fire 
under the cooking chickee. Some 
of the specialties included Seminole 
staples like sofkee and lfybread. 

Coordinator Herbert Jim gave 
the introduction with an opening 
prayer and Bobby Henry, Bobby 
Billie and Danny Billie served as 
guest speakers. 

While the elder ladies, guests 
and grandchildren prepared the food the guest speakers 
and Jim spoke to the youth and other Tribal citizens and 
guests about the importance of the traditional ways and 
the language. Jim translated, as Mikasuki was the only 
language spoken. 


Jim began with his storytelling. He also observed 
that having the gathering at Nancy Frank’s cooking 
chickee embodied the essence of Seminole spirituality, 
culture and experiences for the community. 

Each guest speaker shared life experiences and les- 
sons taught added to the overall experience. 



Submitted by Lola Juarez 

(L-R) Barbara Cypress, her daughter, Amanda Cisneros, and Susie Henry check their Bingo cards as Joanie Henry, Tampa 
Culture Dept, assistant, calls out the numbers in the game. 
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Myrick Puente wheels out leftover debris from inside the Red Barn. 
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Osceola Honored as Outstanding 
Broward County Woman 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

DAVIE, Fla. — Marge Osceola, wife of Hollywood 
Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr., had some of her 
most generous and accomplished endeavors celebrated 
May 7 at the Signature Grand banquet hall. 

The program, 100 Outstanding Women of Broward 
County, celebrated how far women have come in lead- 
ership roles in business, community and philanthropic 
fields throughout the county. 

“I was brought up that you do things out of your 
heart and not for the recognition,” Osceola said. “It is a 
great honor to be recognized though.” 

Osceola’s honoring came in part because of her 
continued support for the Ann Storck Center through- 
out the last several years. The organization is a nation- 
ally accredited, non-profit human service organization 
which serves the needs of individuals with severe and 
multiple developmental disabilities including epilepsy, 
cerebral palsy, autism and mental retardation according 
to its website at www.annstorckcenter.org. 

Husband and current Hollywood Council Rep. Max 
Osceola Jr. also serves on the committee board. 

She said her initial interest in helping the Ann 
Storck Center stemmed from a friend’s daughter who is 
currently enrolled at the center. 

“When I first went to visit it I did not come out the 
same,” she said. “It just tugged at my heart. The kids are 
taken care of above and beyond what any would nor- 
mally be.” 

“They really make a difference in the lives of kids,” 
Osceola added. 

Her son, Max III, commended his mother’s hard 
work with the Ann Storck Center. 

“I am proud of her; she is very caring and loving 
and is willing to be there for people,” he said. “It is great 
that she helps give these people a voice.” 

The south Florida-based Ann Storck Center opened 
the first residence for children with mental and physi- 
cal challenges in the county. Ann Storck’s philosophy 
has been to provide to children with disabilities that 
are often medically fragile with a special environment 
to nurture their potential. The center now serves more 
than 300 children and adults on its campus and in group 
homes in neighboring towns. 

Channel 10 News Co-Anchor Kristi Krueger was 
the mistress of ceremonies for the affair, which featured 
silent and live auctions, as well as a fashion show pre- 
sented by Stylistic PR. All proceeds from the event ben- 
efitted the Boys & Girls Clubs of Broward County and 
the Susan B. Anthony Recovery Center in Pembroke 
Pines, Fla. 
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Marge Osceola with son and supporter, Max III. 


The Boys & Girls Clubs of Broward County is a 
non-profit 501(c)(3) private agency dedicated to help- 
ing young people improve their lives by building self 
esteem and developing value and skills. It serves more 
than 13,000 at-risk youth, ages 7-18, each year from its 
13 Broward County-area clubs. Its purpose is to inspire 
and enable children to realize their full potential as re- 
sponsible caring citizens. 

The Tribe established Boys & Girls Clubs on the 
Hollywood Reservation in 2004 and on the Big Cypress 
Reservation this year, becoming the first Native Ameri- 
can Boys & Girls Clubs in the state of Florida. 

The mission is to assist Seminole youth in the de- 
velopment of self-confidence, self esteem and native 
culture skills growth for the betterment of themselves 
and the community. It offers a schedule of daily activi- 
ties, community workshops, field trips, wilderness ad- 
ventures and annual youth conferences. 

The Susan B. Anthony Recovery Center remains 
the only residential treatment program in Broward 
County to house mothers with their children and pro- 
vide them intensive services to stop family dysfunction 
and substance addiction. The center also addresses spe- 
cial issues women deal with while in recovery from the 
diseases of substance addiction. It also keeps families 
together and out of the foster care system. 


Tribal Citizens Shine at Film School Screenings 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

FT. LAUDERDALE — The Miami Film School 
had some of its best new talent in movie making on dis- 
play April 20 at the Cinema Paradiso Theater. 

As part of 1 1 short films screened for course gradu- 
ations, Tribal citizens, writers and artists Elgin Jumper 
and Sam Tommie put their filmmaking skills to the test, 
presenting their first creative works. 

Jumper’s 20 minute “Portrait of a Fading Hench- 
man” explored the trials of Native American henchman 
and part time portrait painter Michael Heron. Jumper 
wrote, directed and edited the film, as well as narrated 
some of his original poetry writings in the piece. 

“I enjoyed everything about it. It was one of the 
most memorable experiences and I will never forget it,” 
Jumper expressed. “Growing up I knew a lot of Semi- 
noles who were into movies. I had always wanted to do 
it.” 

Jumper said his transition into filmmaking has also 
been inspired by popular American writer Syd Field. 
The screenwriting guru has written several books on 
the subject of screenwriting, and holds workshops to aid 
aspiring screenwriters to produce screenplays for the 
movie industry. 

“The movie turned out great and far exceeded my 
expectations,” Jumper pointed out. “I am always trying 
to grow and take my writing further.” 

Tommie presented “Fire Spirit,” the story of a 
news reporter wanting to save his community. The film 
starred Tommie along with daughter, Jerica Sanders. He 
also had help behind the scenes on camera from daugh- 
ter, Lorelei. 

He said the project took more than 100 hours of ed- 
iting for him to complete, with pre-production and script 
writing done in just nine days. 

“I hope it makes sense because I spent so much 
time on it,” Tommie said. “It was important to pick up 
something subject wise that I knew. I was also able to 
channel my frustrations out.” 

“I went to [the Miami Film School] to kind of fine 
tune all my gears,” he added. 

The longtime occasional actor said his plans are to 
do more writing and directing in documentary work in 
the future. 

Miami Film School Director and Founder Jim York 
explained that the concept to reality approach at the 
school prepares students as a part of a four stage movie 
making process, writing, shooting, directing and edit- 
ing. 
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Elgin Jumper recognizes friends and family members in a 
speech during the screening. 

“Our school is a magnet for creative people who fit 
right in,” York said about his students, which include 
Jumper and Tommie. “The two of them have almost 
been making a film their whole lives so far.” 

“They have depth and a message and know how to 
develop their characters,” York added. “They brought a 
lot of their life experiences to their stories.” 

The Miami Film School is located in Hollywood, 
Fla., and offers hands-on training teaching students of 
all ages how to write, shoot, direct and edit their own 
short films. Projects range from character dramas and 
comedies, to horror films in 8 or 16 week sessions. 

Students shoot on high definition cameras and edit 
on Final Cut Pro in state-of-the-art facilities. The lat- 
est in lighting and sound gear are also provided. Each 
student makes his or her own film and the film is then 
screened at a South Florida movie theater. New classes 
begin this June. 

For more information about day or evening classes 
call (954) 989-2737 or log on to miamifilmschool.net. 





(L-R) Sam Tommie receives his graduation certificate from Miami Film School Director Jim York. 
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Princess Competes for Miss Indian 
World Title at Gathering of Nations 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 



More than 1,900 veterans, dancers and royalty gather in the center of the Denver Coliseum during the Grand Entry. 

Seminole Princess Attends Annual 
Denver March Powwow 


ALBUQUERQUE — Miss Florida Seminole Prin- 
cess D’Anna Osceola’s first trip to Albuquerque, N.M. 
and the 26th annual Gathering of Nations Powwow, 
held April 23-25, is not one that she will soon forget. 

While at the powwow, one of the largest to take 
place in the country annually, Osceola competed for the 
title of Miss Indian World. Although she did not walk 
away with the title, which went to Miss Indian World 
Brooke Grant ( H upa/ Yurok/ Karuk/Ch ippe wa) of Hupa, 
Calif., Osceola brought home many memories and new 
acquaintances from throughout Indian Country. 

The contestants had a long week of activities 
planned, beginning on April 22. They checked in and 
received their schedules for the events leading up to the 
crowning. 

The talent portion of the pageant was held at the 
Albuquerque Convention Center. During this competi- 
tion, the contestants came out one by one and portrayed 
a talent meaningful to their Tribe or traditions. 

From making jingles for jingle dresses to storytell- 
ing, singing and sharing facts about what makes each 
contestant’s respective Tribe stand out, they enlightened 
the crowd while performing their talents. 

Osceola shared her ancestor’s lineage with the au- 
dience as she told the story of Tribal matriarch Polly 
Parker (Mateloye), her great-great-great-great grand- 
mother. 

“I am a direct descendent of this strong Seminole 
woman who fought to survive,” said Osceola. “Without 
her and other strong Seminoles, neither I nor the Tribe 
would be here today.” 

Osceola’s direct lineage to Parker begins with her 
mother, Janelle Osceola Robinson. Her grandmother is 


Dorothy Tommie Osceola, great-grandmother is Mil- 
dred Bowers Tommie, great-great-grandmother is Lena 
Bowers Morgan, whose mother was Lucy Tiger, who 
was the daughter of Parker. 

During her presentation, Osceola also shared the 
struggles and challenges Parker endured as a Seminole 
woman. According to Osceola, Parker escaped after be- 
ing deported because the U.S. government didn’t want 
Indians living in Florida. She added that with strength 
and perseverance Parker returned to her native home- 
land near Lake Okeechobee, where some of her family 
still resides to this day. 

Osceola also explained that storytelling has been 
and continues to be a way for parents and grandparents 
to pass down information from generation to generation. 
She stressed that this is the way history can live on. 

The competition went on and the ladies then ap- 
peared again at the Grand Entry, which took place in the 
main area for the entire powwow known as The Pit. The 
contestants followed in the eagle staff and various Color 
Guards from many parts of Indian Country. They were 
escorted to their seating area as more than 3,000 dancers 
filled the arena floor of The Pit during each Grand Entry. 

During the powwow many Tribes and Tribal citi- 
zens sponsored different dance presentations to show- 
case their finest dancers. The Head Young Lady Dance 
was sponsored by Wakeah Bread and family and they 
called upon Seminole Princess Committee Chairwom- 
an Wanda Bowers and presented her with an honorary 
Pendleton blanket and homemade bread. Bowers said 
she was honored to receive the gift. 

On the final evening of the powwow, April 25, the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida was presented the honorary 
head eagle staff. Sonny Nevaquaya accepted the gift on 
behalf of the Seminole Color Guard veterans. 


Princess Chairwoman Meets 

BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

DENVER — Miss Florida Seminole Princess 
D’Anna Osceola, along with Princess Committee 
Chairwoman Wanda Bowers, visited the annual Denver 
March Powwow at the Denver Coliseum March 20-22. 

The Denver March Powwow celebrated its 35th 
year of the Native powwow tradition with song, dance 
and storytelling all featured at the event. 

Powwow Co-Emcee Lawrence Baker introduced 
Osceola to the crowd as the furthest Indian Country 
princess to make the trip to the powwow during the roy- 
alty introductions. She then made her rounds throughout 
the Coliseum floor and waved to all the attendees. 

Osceola also participated in Grand Entry and in- 
tertribal dancing during the weekend’s festivities. More 
than 1,900 dancers, color guards and royalty gathered 
for two grand entries held each day of the powwow. 

“I have never seen a Grand Entry like that,” Osceo- 
la said. 

Each year, Miss Florida Seminole has the chance to 
visit annual powwows throughout the U.S. While visit- 
ing various functions she has the opportunity to recon- 
nect with old acquaintances as well as make new ones. 
Osceola said she enjoyed her time and all that hospital- 
ity she received throughout the powwow. 

“I feel very blessed to hold the title of Miss Florida 
Seminole Princess,” she said. 

Osceola said she was grateful and honored to rep- 
resent The Seminole Tribe of Florida and is also thank- 
ful for her ancestors and elders who fought for what the 
Tribe has today. 

Longtime friends of Seminole Princess Committee 
Chairwoman Wanda Bowers, Ronald and Lillian Goo- 
deagle, also attended the annual powwow. The two both 
work at the Flandreau Indian School in Flandreau, S.D.; 
Ronald Goodeagle is the cultural coordinator and Lil- 
lian the school banker and culture teacher. 


Up with Old Friends at Event 

Bowers said meeting up during the annual powwow 
is almost like a tradition for these old friends. 

For years now Bowers has sent donations of cloth- 
ing, school supplies and other needed materials to the 
Flandreau Indian School. She has also visited the school 
a few times. 

The Flandreau Indian School houses students from 
45 Tribes in the U.S. The Goodeagles are among the in- 
structors who currently teach approximately 300 ninth- 
12th graders during the nine month school year. 

Anyone interested in donating items to the Flan- 
dreau Indian School should please contact Wanda Bow- 
ers (954) 966-6300, Ext. 11468. 
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Miss Florida Seminole Princess D’Anna Osceola (R) lines up 
with the rest of the royalty prior to the Grand Entry. 
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The Miss Indian World contestants, including Miss Florida Seminole D’Anna Osceola (Second Row, Center). 



Seminole Tribe’s Cattle History 
Included in Folklife Exhibit 


The Florida Cattle Ranching exhibit occupies more than 2,400 feet and spans 
five centuries. 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

TALLAHASSEE — The Seminole 
Tribe of Florida has branded their name 
in the state of Florida and will soon be 
known around the country as part of a 
new exhibit in Tallahassee at the Museum 
of Florida History titled “Florida Cattle 
Ranching: Five Centuries of Tradition” 
that runs March 11 -Aug. 9. 

The exhibit tells the story of one of 
Florida’s oldest cultural activities through 
artifacts, photographs and interactive 
components. “Florida Cattle Ranching: 

Five Centuries of Tradition” follows cat- 
tle ranching from the beginning with the 
Spanish explorers down to the hands of 
the Seminole Indians, Crackers and other 
Floridians. 

“The Seminole Indians have been so 
important in history,” said Florida Folklife 
Outreach Coordinator Bob Stone. “We 
had to include them in the exhibit.” 

The idea for the exhibit originated 
three years ago when the Western Folklife 
Center in Elko, Nev. contacted the Florida 
Folklife Program with the desire to fea- 
ture Florida. 

“When we heard about what the 
Western Folklife Center wanted to do we thought, ‘We 
have to bring an exhibit besides just bringing people,’ ” 
said Stone. 

Stone, who is also the co-curator of the exhibit, be- 
gan research and field documentation. He contacted the 
Seminole Tribe and with the help of Tribal citizens and 
old ranchers he was able to obtain archival photographs 
and artifacts such as a facsimile of a letter from Semi- 
nole Chief Cowkeeper, dating back to the 18th Century. 

Stone developed a close working relationship with 
Tribal citizens Alex Johns, Willie Johns, Norman Johns 
and Stanlo Johns. 

“They were just great,” Stone said. “They were 
always accommodating and even put us out on horse- 
back.” 

Stone made several trips to the Brighton and Big 
Cypress Reservations to witness first hand the Seminole 
Tribe’s cattle ranching in the 21st Century. 

The ranching exhibit is 2,400 square feet and 310 
linear feet. There are more than 100 images on display 
with artifacts including old spurs and stirrups that came 
off a shipwreck centuries ago. From the Seminole Tribe 
an old nylon rope, branding irons from the 1940s and a 
beaded rodeo queen crown are on display. The exhibit 
includes two audio listening stations and a flat screen 
television that runs continuously during exhibit hours. 

The Tribe has had an excellent relationship with the 
Folklife Program, according to Stone. 

“I got to meet a lot of good people. Alex Johns bent 
over backwards and went out of his way to help us,” he 
said. 

Brighton Tribal citizen Justin Gopher has become 
almost like the poster boy for the exhibit and the Semi- 
nole Tribe’s involvement. 

“Bob called me up about two weeks before the 


event and told me he had taken a picture of my husband 
working cows and would like to use it for an exhibit he 
was putting together,” said Gopher’s wife, Carrera. 

A 16.5 X 15 foot banner with a picture of Gopher 
taken by Stone on the Big Cypress Reservation more 
than a year ago while Gopher was working with a cattle 
crew is on display in front of the museum. 

Gopher and his family were invited to the opening 
that was held on March 1 1 where he saw the banner for 
the first time. 

“When we pulled up to the museum we didn’t know 
what to expect and we saw it hanging,” said wife, Car- 
rera. “Justin was really surprised, he didn’t know it was 
going to be that big.” 

Postcards have also been made up with the picture 
of Justin Gopher on them and are sold in the gift shop 
of the museum. 

“I didn’t think people would recognize him since in 
the picture he had a cowboy hat and sunglasses on,” said 
Carrera Gopher. “But as we were standing there a lady 
looked at the picture, looked at Justin and then looked at 
me and asked ‘Is it him?’ It’s been a really cool experi- 
ence.” 

The opening had more than 400 people in atten- 
dance and the feedback continues to be positive. 

“The museum said that this is the most excitement 
they have had in a long time,” said Stone. 

The “Florida Cattle Ranching: Five Centuries of 
Tradition” exhibit along with Gopher’s banner will trav- 
el next to Tampa, then off to Elko, Nev. and will eventu- 
ally return back to Florida to be on display in Miami. 

“From the very beginning the Seminole Tribe has 
been involved,” said Stone. “Seminoles figure very 
largely in our state’s ranching history and are a vibrant 
part of contemporary cattle culture. We want to bring 
other cultures to the public.” 
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SEMINOLE POLICE DEPARTMENT 


Meet SPD Sgt. William ‘Cody’ McClelland 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Seminole Police Department 
(SPD) Sgt. William “Cody” McClelland is a well-known 
officer in the Big Cypress community worth meeting. 

The resident of Immokalee was bom there and has 
been a nine year veteran with the police force since 2000. 
He got some of his inspiration to get into law enforce- 
ment from an unlikely 
and rare source, his 
mother, Inez Marie. 

As a 25 year cor- 
rectional officer, she 
is now a retired cap- 
tain with the Hendry 
County Correctional 
Institution of the 
Florida Department of 
Corrections. Original- 
ly established in 1977, 
the facility grew to 
house adult male in- 
mates. It is also where 
Sgt. McClelland got 
his start. 

“She helped 
give me more fore- 
sight into getting into 
the profession and it 


piqued my interest,” McClelland explained about his 
mother. 

After attending the Southwest Florida Public Ser- 
vice Academy in Fort Myers, Fla. in 2000, he soon 
moved on coming aboard with the SPD. 

“It is a different world and unlike any other place 
you will work for” he said. “[Officers] have the time to 
do other things that most other departments do not. We 
can really get more involved.” 

McClelland’s hard work and dedication landed him 
a promotion to sergeant three years ago, which he said 
was one of several highlights in his career thus far. 

“It was a big thing for me at the time,” he men- 
tioned. “I really could not pinpoint anything else though 
because there have been so many things happen over 
the years.” 

He said he takes the good with the bad regarding 
the job and embraces it. 

“I like being able to feel like I am doing something 
good for the community,” said McClelland. “The chal- 
lenges I like because it gives you a purpose and is some- 
thing to be proud of.” 

The engaged father of four has two boys and two 
girls, Bobby, 13, Dustin, 11, Cheyenne, 8, and Lily, 6 
months. He said he loves outdoors activities including 
hunting, fishing and camping. 

“I love the peacefulness,” McClelland said. “You 
can do your own thing and do not have anything else to 
worry about.” 



Meet SPD Officer/Training Specialist David Lee 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Seminole Police Dept. Training 
Specialist and Officer David Lee, 41, has been with the 
Tribe three years holding a unique role. He has the re- 
sponsibility of providing annual and specialized training 
to officers on all reservations. 

Lee’s training sessions throughout the years have 
included firearms, tactical, chemical agents, tasers, and 
human diversity. His work places him in front of an ar- 
ray of officers and the community, which he said he en- 
joys. 

“I like researching and getting the most up-to-date 
training out to my brothers and it also gives me a sense 
of accomplishment,” Lee explained. “In law enforce- 
ment, you oftentimes do not get to feel a sense of com- 
pletion, even though you actually are.” 

The family man and outdoorsman from Moore Ha- 
ven, Fla. has been training in some form for close to 
20 years. He said his family military background also 
helped prepare him for law enforcement as well. 

Lee said he got his start and training through the 
Southwest Florida Public Service Academy and South 
Florida Community College. He worked with the Moore 
Haven Correctional Facility before joining SPD to ex- 
perience the road patrol aspect of the job. 

“I like that you get to know the people because it is 
a smaller community and you get to know the folks you 
help,” Lee said. 

When away from the job, the father of three has one 
granddaughter and spends time fishing, hunting, as well 
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SPD Officer and Training Specialist David Lee 


as woodworking and making furniture and cabinetry. He 
has been married to high school sweetheart and wife, 
Tammie, for 22 years. 

Despite the rigors of his profession he said there are 
a few ways the two have succeeded. 

“Both parties need to be willing to sacrifice and be 
comfortable with the family atmosphere,” Lee said. 
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Officers practice drawing, firing and loading their weapons during the Active Shooter Training Course on April 28. 

Officers Attend Active Shooter Training Course 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Members of the Seminole Po- 
lice Department (SPD) held an Active Shooter Training 
Course in Big Cypress on April 28 so officers will be 
prepared to handle themselves in a situation with an ac- 
tive shooter or unknown assailant. 

Director of the program, Lieutenant Jim Polen, con- 
ducted the course with four training specialists and two 
active duty assistants. Fifteen officers completed eight 
hours of intense training within the classroom, on the 
weapons range and participating in real life scenarios. 

Introducing the purpose of the training program, 
Polen talked about the sudden rash of active shooter 
situations that have taken place in the past few years 
across the country. 

“There is nothing to indicate that we can expect 
something like this to happen in our jurisdiction,” he 
said. “However, there is no reason to believe that it can’t 
happen here and we need to be prepared. Basic funda- 
mental law enforcement skills need to be enhanced 
along with development of rapid response guidelines 
and policies. Our mind set is when, not if, it happens.” 

During the first three hours of the course, held at the 
Big Cypress SPD Headquarters, Polen used camera sur- 
veillance tapes from the Columbine High School shoot- 
ings, real life accounts of the Red Lake Senior High 
School massacre, and actual photographs of numerous 
other incidents; with 90 percent of the incidents end- 
ing with the shooters committing 
suicide. 

The training emphasized the 
fact that the shooter is not going to 
wait for the SWAT Team, and the 
only hope for saving lives rests in 
the hands of the officers on scene 
and their ability to respond rapidly. 

Polen reiterated: “Lack of 
preparation is a failure of our re- 
sponsibilities. Having no plan is the 
same as planning to fail. Analyze 
your facts and recognize real time 
intelligence. Assess various situa- 
tions and practice, practice, prac- 
tice.” 

Moving to the Ahfachkee 
School campus, the officers re- 
ceived a crash course in the han- 
dling of weapons frequently used 
by perpetrators in the commission 
of crimes, conducted by Armor and 
Weapons Training Specialist Jack 
Nash of the SPD. Each of the par- 
ticipants received hands-on instruc- 
tion with an AK47 and became 
familiar with various weapons and 
types of ammunition. 


The class practiced weapon response techniques, 
rapid fire loading and use of firearms under duress. 
Weapons were loaded with FX rounds, which are bul- 
lets with plastic casings and soap projectiles that travel 
at a rate of 450 feet per second, to simulate real time 
situations and responses for the maneuvers in the final 
phase of the course. 

Completing the training session, the group stud- 
ied search and rescue procedures, team communication 
and fundamental police tactics. Officers used the class- 
rooms, corridors and hallways of the school to practice 
techniques for an active shooter operation. 

“Focus and use real time intelligence,” Polen said. 
“Do your job. Mistakes in training become a learning 
experience. Mistakes in life become a tragedy.” 

Using training specialists for perpetrators, traps 
were set and the officers practiced real-life scenarios in 
preparation for the time when these tactics could mean 
the difference between life and death. 

Lieutenant Jim Polen awarded a special commen- 
dation to Officer Jack Nash in the presence of the assem- 
bled officers in recognition of his exemplary service. 

While traveling home in Palm Beach County on 
March 8, Nash encountered an automobile accident 
with life threatening injuries. He placed himself at risk 
while rescuing two victims from a vehicle that burst into 
flames, stabilized the crash scene and arranged for emer- 
gency response. His fellow officers responded with ap- 
plause and congratulatory remarks in acknowledgement 
of his efforts. 



Judy Weeks 

SPD officers practice the proper procedure for apprehending an armed suspect. 


SPD Holds Spring Break Camp 
for Tribal Youngsters 

Group Tours Coast Guard Base, Air Station, School, More 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

Service Aide Deitra Turing, Officer Bobby Betz and 
Officer Michele Daza of the Hollywood Seminole Po- 
lice Dept. Youth and Elderly Welfare Unit, took a group 
of about a dozen Tribal youngsters to various sites of 
interest throughout South Florida during a Spring Break 
Camp, held April 6-9. 

Daza said the activities were planned for the Semi- 
nole youth to view firsthand and explore career options 
for their future. 

Day one took place at the U.S. Coast Guard Miami 
Beach Base. The students and chaperones toured the 
facilities and viewed nu- 
merous vessels; seeing 
some larger boats that 
measured up to 87 feet in 
length. 

Coast Guard Lieu- 
tenant Junior Grade 
Stacey Lemmon took 
the group through the 
facility and explained 
how each boat played a 
different part in a coast 
guard’s job. Lemmon ex- 
plained that some patrol 
boats go out to sea on 
hourly runs, while others 
stay at sea for up to four 
weeks. 

“The coast guards 
save lives every day and 
they are always making 
a difference,” Lemmon 
said. 

She also informed 
the group that females 
can do any job or hold 
any title that a male can 
in the U.S. Coast Guard. 


Following the tour the attendees joined other coast 
guards for lunch at the Gully. The Gully is the name 
of the lunch area where the residents and Coast Guard 
members on the base convene for their meals. 

The participants then finished off their day with 
a stop at the Coast Guard station’s gift shop. Students 
were able to purchase replicas of ships and other Coast 
Guard souvenirs. 

During the rest of the week the students visited the 
Broward Sheriff’s Office Joseph V. Conte Jail facility 
in Pompano Beach, Broward College’s Criminal Justice 
Institute Policy Academy in Davie, and the U.S. Coast 
Guard Air Station in Miami. 



Marisol Gonzalez 

The group at the end of their tour of the Miami Beach U.S. Coast Guard base. About a dozen 
Tribal youth visited the facility on April 6. 
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Preschoolers 
Hop to Benefit 
MDA Charity 

Event Raises $997 for 
Muscular Dystrophy Programs 

BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — Students at the Seminole 
Preschool in Immokalee are learning at an early 
age what it means to be charitable. 

They participated in a Hop-A-Thon to bene- 
fit the Muscular Dystrophy Association’s (MDA) 
Disability Awareness Program at the Immokalee 
Gym on April 17. 

“Small kids have a limited attention span and 
physical capabilities, but they love to hop and put 
all their effort into showing off for their parents,” 
said Immokalee Preschool Manager Michelle 
Ford. “Stressing that less fortunate children need 
their help, we organized a Hop-A-Thon to raise 
funds. Our parents were very supportive in their 
effort to build awareness for the project and solic- 
ited sponsorships for the children.” 

Arriving at the gym, the boys and girls 
formed a circle surrounded by monitors who 
tabulated the number of hops per child. Familiar 
preschool songs and a disc jockey motivated the 
group, while parents and family members shouted 
encouragement. Even small babies and toddlers 
participated by holding onto fingers and bobbing 
up and down. 


Please see MDA on page 3B 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Gabrielle Billie waits patiently for the completion of 
her butterfly at the face painting station. 

Preschool 
Commemorates 
Annual Week of 
the Young Child 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — In a weeklong celebra- 
tion full of festivities, the annual Week of the 
Young Child allowed Tribal citizens valuable 
time to bond and focus on daily toddler and youth 
activities during the week of April 20-24. 

Breakfast, an ice-cream party, hand and face 
printing, fundraising and parent tribute readings 
were just a few of the functions held throughout 
the week. 

“We wanted to make it all bigger and add 
a little more for the kids,” said Hollywood Pre- 
school Education Coordinator Amber Hyatt. 
“They deserve to have it.” 

She said the week-ending Fun Day, held 
April 24 at the Hollywood ball field, was a big 
success. 

“It is totally different and something new for 
the kids, especially with the little ones, because 
it has been hard to find activities for them with 
the bigger kids,” pointed out Tribal citizen Yvette 
Jumper, mother of Rainbow and Waddie Jackson. 

The Fun Day featured a train ride, a face 
painting station, pony rides, a petting zoo, two 
bouncy house water slides, the Soggy Short Toss 
and the Silly Soppy Object Find games, to name a 
few. Activities for the annual Week of the Young 
Child continue to gain in popularity and growth 
each year. 

The Hollywood Boys & Girls Club and Pre- 
school Program sponsored the event; a first time 
collaboration between the two groups. 

“They seemed to really enjoy it all,” said 
Thelma Bowers of the Boys & Girls Club regard- 
ing the parents and kids. “They laughed and had 
a good time.” 

The Week of the Young Child is a nationally 
sponsored program by the National Association 
for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) in 
an effort “to celebrate children and raise aware- 
ness of their needs,” according to the organiza- 
tion’s website, www.naeyc.org. It is also a time 
to recognize youth’s opportunities and parent’s 
responsibilities. 

NAEYC remains the world’s largest child- 
hood education association. In 2010 the event 
will be celebrated April 10-17. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


(L-R) Trail Liaison William Osceola, Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr., program graduates Chasity Hageman and Ella DeHass, first-ever program graduate Marlon Tommie, 
program grad Helena Henry, Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Roger Smith, Betty J. Goosens, head of the Tribal Career Development Program, and President Richard Bowers Jr. at the ceremony. 


Tribal Citizens Celebrated at Program Graduation 

Three Complete Tribal Career Development Program 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Chasity Hageman, Helena 
Henry and Ella DeHass made career moves toward a fu- 
ture in the Tribe’s gaming operations as they graduated 
from the Tribal Career Development Upward Mobility 
Candidate Program in a ceremony held April 23 at the 
Hard Rock. 

“I have enjoyed the fact that you are given so many 
great opportunities to get out there,” said Hageman. 
“It has all been a give and take relationship because as 
much as I have given of myself to a department I am also 
able to take their knowledge with me.” 

Hageman was recently appointed as the Tampa 
Hard Rock advertising brand manager after completing 
five years in the program. 

The Tribal Career Development Upward Mobility 
Candidate Program is an intensive, hands-on program 
that focuses on training and developing Tribal citizens 
for middle management in the Seminole gaming and 
hospitality indusfiy. Betty J. Goosens heads up the pro- 
gram, and said after students complete it, she is con- 
fident they have the necessary knowledge to succeed 


within the industry. 

“The most important thing to me throughout all of 
this is that they actually gained the knowledge they need 
of this business,” Goosens explained. “I wanted to make 
them learn good work ethics also.” 

In 2006 Tribal citizen Marlon Tommie became the 
first person to graduate from the program, now in its 
sixth year. He now works in Gaming Operations and has 
duties that include scheduling, ordering and inventory 
control. He also helps manage the Big Cypress Casino 
facilities. 

“I never thought I would be in the position I am; so 
why not take it to the top and be the best?” said Tommie. 
“Being in the program helped me to be more open and 
social with people. It all got me on the right track.” 

While still in the program, participants can expect a 
blend of on-the-job technical training, specialized class- 
room training, seminars and workshops taught from the 
ground up to help prepare them for their professional 
future. 

Trainees are involved with the business aspect of 
casino and hotel operations during their time in the pro- 
gram. Participants work under the guidance of a man- 
ager and within specialized areas to complete their as- 


signments and get an understanding of the many facets 
of running a gaming and hospitality facility. 

Tribal Council and Board of Directors members 
were on hand to give words of encouragement and spe- 
cial gifts to the grads. 

“We used to hunt for deer, now we are hunting 
deals,” said Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. 
Osceola Jr. “We now have folks who will be capable of 
running this company.” 

Others in attendance included President Richard 
Bowers Jr., Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Roger Smith, 
Hollywood Board Rep. Gloria Wilson and Trail Liaison 
William Osceola. 

To qualify for the Tribal Career Development Up- 
ward Mobility Candidate Program applicants must be 
18 years of age, a Seminole Tribal citizen, have a high 
school diploma or GED and prior work experience. 
Placement is at one of six locations including the Brigh- 
ton Casino, Coconut Creek Casino, Hollywood Classic 
Casino, Immokalee Casino, or one of the two Hard Rock 
facilities. 

For more information please contact Program Di- 
rector Betty J. Gossens at betty.goosens@seminole- 
hardrock.com. 


Charter School Gets Ready to Top Off’ Cafeteria 


New Addition to School Will Accommodate up to 150 Students 



Rachel Buxton 


Little Miss Seminole Aubee Susie Billie (R) welcomes the crowd and represents the 
students of Pemayetv Emahakv with Principal Russell Brown (L). 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — The Brighton commu- 
nity gathered at the future home of the Charter 
School’s new cafeteria May 8 for a “Topping 
Off Party.” 

Located directly next to the Charter School, 
the new cafeteria will have the capacity for up 
to 150 students. It will include a covered walk- 
way from the school, a student dining room, 
two serving lines, separate restrooms for stu- 
dents and teachers and a dining area for faculty. 

“We had more students than expected 
when the school opened,” said Princi- 
pal Russell Brown. “We are using the 
old cafeteria adequately, but are looking 
forward to moving into this new beauti- 
ful cafeteria.” 

President Richard Bowers Jr., 
Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Roger 
Smith and Brighton Board Rep. John- 
nie Jones Sr. were all in attendance and 
spoke on the importance of education. 

“We need more people to realize 
how important education is,” said Presi- 
dent Bowers. “Education touches every- 
body.” 

After the first school year at the 
Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School, 
Principal Brown met with Tribal of- 
ficials and community members to see 
how the school could accommodate the 
abundance of students. Rep. Jones let 
him know “as the kids grow, we have 
to grow.” 

“It’s good to have the education 
world changing,” said Rep. Smith. “I 
hope this [cafeteria] will benefit every- 
thing they want to do.” 

The new cafeteria will not only be 
an eating facility for the children but 
will also be a meeting place for school 
activities and functions such as awards 
assemblies. 

“Although it is not an instructional 


facility, it will be very beneficial for us,” said 
Brown. “It’s just an added bonus.” 

The Charter School and Brighton com- 
munity have hopes of possibly expanding the 
school to include grades six through 12 one day. 

“We did think that through,” said cafeteria 
architect Greg Hall. “It was designed for twice 
the room to accommodate growth.” 

The cafeteria will be ready for the next 
school year beginning in August. 

“My goal is to provide the best education,” 
said Brown, “and with the support of the Semi- 
nole Tribe we are doing that. It’s been a team 
effort.” 



Rachel Buxton 


(L-R) Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Roger Smith thanks Prin- 
cipal Russell Brown for his dedication to the children of the 
Brighton community. 
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Heather Peterson Receives 
Associate’s Degree 

Tribal Citizen Graduates With Honors, 3.5 GPA 



BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRANDON, Fla. — Heather Peterson, daughter 
of Robert and Loretta Peterson of the Brighton Reser- 
vation, graduated from Hillsborough Community Col- 
lege in Brandon, Fla. on May 2. 

Peterson received her associate’s degree in busi- 


ness administration from the college. She graduated 
with honors, earning a 3.5 GPA. 

In addition to her studies, she is a member of the 
academic honor society Phi Beta Kappa for undergrad- 
uates, and also found time to do volunteer work. 

During her time at Hillsborough Community Col- 
lege, Peterson volunteered at Rebuilding Together 
Tampa Bay (RTTB), a non-profit organization located 
in nearby Tampa that 
helps to improve liv- 
ing conditions for low 
income families. At 
RTTB, Peterson got 
hands-on experience 
in the business world 
as an office assistant 
for the organization. 

Now that Peter- 
son has completed her 
studies at Hillsborough 
Community College 
she said she will return 
to Okeechobee and 
plans to buy a house 
and attend Indian Riv- 
er State College in the 
fall to earn a degree in 
animal science. 

“I like veterinary 
science,” said Peter- 
son. “That’s where my 
heart is.” 

While still in 
high school Peter- 
son worked at the 
Okeechobee Veteri- 
nary Hospital where 
she discovered she had 
a passion for animals 
and the animal science 
field. 

“It was just sup- 
posed to be a summer 
thing, but then turned 
into a two year job,” 
Peterson said. 

On July 1 Peter- 
son will re-join the 
team at Okeechobee 
Veterinary Hospital as 
she furthers her career 
path to become a vet- 
erinary technician. 

“Education in- 
creases your produc- 
tivity,” Peterson said. 
“I would like to see 
more Seminoles grad- 
uating and moving for- 
ward.” 


Photo Submitted by Heather Peterson 

Heather Peterson (C) at her graduation ceremony with mother, Loretta, and father, Robert, pres- 
ent to celebrate her accomplishment. 
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(L-R) FSU President T.K. Wetherell with Christine McCall as she recites the Pledge of Allegiance at the ceremony. 


Christine McCall Graduates from FSU 


Grad Receives Bachelor's Degree in Social Work 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

TALLAHASSEE — After four years of higher 
education, Christine McCall can now call herself a 
college graduate. 

On May 1 McCall attended a quaint and unofficial 
commencement ceremony from the Florida State Uni- 
versity’s (FSU) College of Social Work. This gather- 
ing took place in addition to her full commencement 
ceremony held the following day. 

May 2 marked another day in history for the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida as McCall was confirmed to 
be the fifth member of the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
to graduate with a degree from FSU since 1993. The 
other Tribal FSU 
grads were Carla 
Gopher, Douglas 
Zepeda, Emily 
Osceola-Branch 
and Kyle Doney. 

McCall also 
had the honor 
of reciting the 
Pledge of Alle- 
giance at her com- 
mencement cer- 
emony, held in the 
FSU Civic Center. 

In front of her, the 
Seminole Tribe 
of Florida Color 
Guard, consist- 
ing of members 
Stephen Bowers, 

McCall’s uncle, 
and Paul Bowers 
Sr., and for the 
first time, Semi- 
nole Police Dept. 

Honor Guard Sgt. 

Jarret Ramanello, 
posted the colors. 

McCall then 
remained on stage 
with past student 
alumni, teachers and FSU President T.K. Wetherell. 
Following the pledge of allegiance, Wetherell ac- 
knowledged the presence of Hollywood Tribal Coun- 
cil Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. Rep. Osceola stood and 
waved to the crowd of thousands of graduates and 
their families. 

McCall then proceeded to receive a handshake 
and a hug from Wetherell. She was the first member of 
her graduating class to walk across the stage. 

In addition to Rep. Osceola, Linda Bowers and 
Christine and Sonny Nevaquaya also attended the 
commencement ceremony. Rep. Osceola recalled 
memories of McCall as the 2005-2006 Miss Florida 
Seminole Princess. 

“Reflection of the title has to do with poise, 
strength and courage; these are all the elements that 
she used to achieve this goal,” he said. “The education 
that she received is life lasting and it will make her 
strong, her family strong and in the end, it makes the 
Tribe strong.” 


McCall said her favorite part of the college expe- 
rience was meeting new people, doing new things and 
also experiencing FSU. 

“FSU is very proud of their school spirit,” she 

said. 

She said she remembers asking herself if college 
was the right thing for her. However, now admits she 
was glad she stayed in Tallahassee and experienced 
college life. 

McCall said that without the support of her moth- 
er, Wanda Bowers, her family, the Tribal Council and 
Board of Directors, it may have been more difficult of 
a task to achieve. 

“Council has always supported me and I am very 
grateful for the support they have given me,” McCall 
said. 

She said the 
Tribal Council cites 
her as an example 
for other Tribal citi- 
zens to pursue higher 
education. 

She said hav- 
ing a strong support 
team in place plays a 
very big part in col- 
lege life. McCall re- 
members having the 
support of her com- 
munity, even in her 
high school years. 
She said it’s impor- 
tant to have some- 
one available on bad 
days to offer support. 

McCall said 
joining a sorority 
offered that support 
when she began at- 
tending FSU. She 
became a member 
of Delta Nu Zeta and 
attained the position 
of vice president in 
her senior year. 

Throughout her 
college career she stayed active in volunteering for 
various functions including dance marathons benefit- 
ing the Children’s Miracle Network and Relay for Life, 
which helps support the American Cancer Society. 

She said she participated in these fundraisers 
for three years straight and sometimes even took her 
mother along to help out. During her third year assist- 
ing the dance marathon she volunteered for 32 hours 
straight. 

The big finale to McCall’s graduation was her 
graduation celebration party called “The Circus.” The 
theme was centered on Britney Spears’ current circus- 
themed concert tour and took nearly six months to 
plan. 

Family, friends and Tribal representatives attend- 
ed and shared fond memories of McCall. 

Mom Wanda Bowers said her daughter, like Brit- 
ney Spears, is strong-minded and independent. 

“I am very proud of her,” said Bowers. 



Marisol Gonzalez 


(L-R) Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr., grad Christine 
McCall, mom Wanda Bowers, and guests Christine and Sonny Nevaquaya. 
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MDA 

From page IB 


After tabulating the 
scores, the total number 
of hops came to an unbe- 
lievable 2,332 with spon- 
sorships and donations 
reaching $997. All mon- 
ies will be donated to the 
MDA, an organization 
that “supports research on 
neuromuscular diseases,” 
according to their official 
website, www.mda.org. 

Preschooler Brandon 
Posada held the top posi- 
tion with 607 hops. 

“A basic concept of 
preschool programs is 
teaching young children 
how to communicate, 
share and interact with 
others,” said Ford. “We 
are preparing them to re- 
ceive the most they can 
get out of their educational 
experience and in the pro- 
cess, they are taught to 
respect others and realize 
that everyone has respon- 
sibilities to their family 
and community.” 

(L-R) Brandon Posada, Angelo Colon Jr. and Amara Martinez hop away as monitors behind 
them tabulate how many times they hop at the MDA fundraiser. 



Judy Weeks 


Education Staff Honored on Administrative Holiday 



Photo Submitted by Linda lley 

Education Dept. Director Emma Johns invited the administrative staff from all reservations to the Hollywood Education 
Dept, office to celebrate Administrative Professionals Day on April 23. During this time, she expressed her gratitude and 
appreciation to all of them for their hard work and dedication to the Seminole Tribe of Florida Education Dept. 

(L-R, Front Row) Maria Garza, Big Cypress education aide and Immokalee bus driver, Michelle Woods, Tribal-wide Adult 
Vocation Program assistant, Raysa DeLaPaz Tribal-wide administrative assistant, Regina Hernandez, Hollywood recep- 
tionist, (L-R, Back Row) Aurora Umpierre, Hollywood office clerk, Dee Ivey, Big Cypress office coordinator, Angie Hurt Big 
Cypress education advisor assistant, Rebecca Buckner, Brighton education advisor assistant, Victoria Soto, Immokalee 
education advisor assistant, Christina Krrzeminski, Tribal-wide higher education advisor assistant, and Darline Primeaux, 
Hollywood education advisor assistant. Naomi Escobar, Immokalee receptionist, is not pictured. 


Seminole Ranch Doubles as 
Classroom for RCMA Students 

EIRA Participants Perform Rodeo Demo at Educational Event 


BY J UDY WEEKS 
Staff Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — Education took on a new 
meaning on April 21 for the preschoolers who attend 
the Redlands Christian Migrant Association (RCMA) 
Charter School in Immokalee. 

Their classroom was extended to include the Im- 
mokalee Seminole Ranch, where they learned about 
Seminole cowboys, cowgirls and a brief history of ro- 
deo. 



Judy Weeks 


Locking his legs under the horns of a bucking steer, Ernie “Dare- 
devil” Courson makes a smashing entrance into the arena. 


ing from 4-6 years of age. As a green haired, funnily 
dressed Spanish cowboy/clown, he provided a perfor- 
mance that quickly enthralled the group. The teachers 
clapped when Marshall Dan asked the students to raise 
their hands and deputized them to be good cowboys and 
cowgirls who always obey their teachers. 

Encouraging audience participation, Marshall Dan 
invited two young students, Damian DeLeon and Man- 
uel Estrada, to hold hoops while their teacher, Fernando 
Guiterez, crawled on the ground impersonating a bull. 
The children roared with laughter at the clown’s antics 
and listened intently to his running commentary as he 
announced the day’s activities. 

Cowboy hats were distributed to each child while 
Seminole Ranch Director Kenny Joe Davis explained 
the importance of livestock and ranch life, which was 
instrumental in the creation of rodeo. Davis also en- 
listed the services of Eastern Indian Rodeo Associa- 
tion participants. 

A team roping demonstration by the Immokalee 
Ranch employees kicked off the events. Jessica 
Osceola and Savannah Joiner gave pointers in horse- 
manship during the barrel racing, prior to a show of 
bull riding and steer wrestling by some Brighton ath- 
letes. 

Following the lead of Marshall Dan, the pre- 
schoolers interacted with the bull riders by yelling for 
“Mighty Mouse” to be sent to McDonalds when he 
chased Billy Folley after his eight second triumph. 

Booing “King Louie” when Justin Aldridge’s 
hand became entangled in the rigging, they applauded 
when he safely dismounted in the arena. Screams of 
delight signified that their favorite was Ernie “Dare- 
devil” Courson when he exited the chute riding back- 
wards on his bull and waving to his audience. 


The RCMA Charter 
School provides a curricu- 
lum for preschool through 
sixth grade and is similar 
to the curriculum taught in 
the Collier County Public 
School System. 

In addition, they offer 
a dual language program 
through third grade to as- 
sist children coming from 
Spanish-only households 
so they can leam English. 
Migrant children often 
find it necessary to change 
schools during the agricul- 
tural seasons and RCMA 
programs help them to 
adjust in meeting educa- 
tional requirements before 
entering middle school. 

“Marshall Dan,” 
AKA Fred Mullins of the 
Seminole Family Services 
Dept., greeted the bus- 
load of youngsters rang- 



(L-R) RCMA students Damian DeLeon and Manuel Estrada hold hoops for their teach- 
er, Fernando Gutierrez, as he impersonates a bull with encouragement from “Mar- 
shall Dan,” AKA Fred Mullins of the Seminole Family Services Dept. 
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See dealer for details 


Ed Morse Sawgrass Auto Mall is now offering aN Seminole tribal members 
and employees really great deals! That’s right, all tribe members and 
employees, including everyone who works at the Seminole Hard Rock Casino, 
can now get big savings and all financing incentives for which they qualify 
on five GM brands of new vehicles and over 150 used vehicles. 
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Students Tour Colleges 
in Arizona, New Mexico 

BY BRIANA ABITTAN 
Staff Reporter 

Fourteen Tribal students from various reservations visited 
seven colleges on the west coast April 5-11 on an Education Dept.- 
sponsored tour. 

Stevie Billie, Darwin Cypress, Ian Cypress, Jason Melton and 
Cooper Rivers from the Big Cypress Reservation, Hayden Roberts 
from Brighton, Marisa Stockton of Ft. Pierce, Celeste Billie, Mariah 
Buster-Osceola and Miles Osceola of the Hollywood Reservation, 
Allen Hernandez, Whitney Osceola and Cassandra Jimmie from 
Immokalee, and Larry Howard Jr., who came all the way from 
Tuscaloosa, Ala., toured the schools to leam more about the higher 
education opportunities they provide. 

“I think it’s very important to pursue college . . . where you 
could have more business opportunities,” said Howard. 

Education Dept. Director Emma Johns said the idea is to 
encourage students to expand their educational goals. 

“There is just a vast array of options out there as far as colleges 
and universities go and we wanted to expose them to a different 
part of the country and to colleges and vocational schools that cater 
to the Native American population,” Johns said. 

She added that students should rise to the occasion, since most 
individuals will never have the opportunities the Tribe provides. 

“We’re going to support you 100 percent, pay for your entire 
way and be there for you throughout the whole process, which is a 
blessing,” said Johns. 

Jason Melton, a freshman from Big Cypress, who said he is 
ambitious about becoming a paramedic for the Tribe, agreed. 

“I’m really grateful because I know a lot of people would not 
have that chance,” said Melton. 

The first stop on the tour was Phoenix, Ariz., where the 
students visited Grand Canyon University, a quaint college known 
for their health science and education programs, and Arizona State 
University, a premier research college and home of the Sun Devils. 

This school may be the perfect fit for Celeste Billie, 44, from 
the Brighton Reservation. Billie decided to pursue her academic 
aspirations a little later in life and said after a series of traumatic 
events that took place, getting her mind into books and studying 
social science was the answer. 

“In my heart I have a passion for my people and I want to be in 
a leadership role to help them with drug and alcohol abuse,” Billie 
said. 

Seminole Tribal citizen Tony Tommie has made Arizona his 
home as he studies culinary art at the Classic Cooking Academy 
in Scottsdale. He served the travelers a nutritional breakfast and 
offered them some words of advice about the importance of higher 
education. 

“Whatever you’re inspired to do just take that risk and get right 
into it because it’s going benefit you and your Tribe,” Tommie said. 

Allen Hernandez, a high school senior from the Immokalee 
Reservation, said seeing Tommie encourages him to get behind the 
stove. 

“He inspires me to come out here, actually leam how to cook, 
and become an executive chef for Hard Rock Cafe,” Hernandez 
said. 

While still in Arizona, the group also got to take in the 
breathtaking views of the picturesque city of Sedona, as well as 
some of its famous landmarks including the red rock formations 
and the Chapel of the Holy Cross. They then re-boarded their bus 
for the trip across the border into New Mexico. 

Upon arrival they toured Navajo Technical College in 
Crownpoint, N.M. Located on the Navajo Reservation, with a 99 
percent native enrollment demographic. Higher Education Advisor 
Linda Iley said schools like Navajo Technical College give students 
a chance to see what it’s like on other reservations. 

“Culture is important and I know that they would like to know 
more about other Native Americans,” said Iley. “By getting to 
know more about them and seeing their vision of education, it will 
hopefully motivate our students to do the same.” 

Several students on the tour agreed with Iley, admitting they 
would select a higher learning institute that keeps culture a focus. 

“This is a great opportunity for Seminoles because you get to 
see different schools and different cultures, not just the Seminole 
Tribe,” said Cassandra Jimmie, a 10th grader from Immokalee, 
who said she hopes to own her own restaurant someday. 

For Hayden Roberts of the Brighton Reservation, looking for a 
program that will help him protect the Seminole Tribe’s beliefs and 
customs is priority number one. 

“I want that stuff to be preserved; to be taught,” Roberts said. 
“That’s important to me and I hope that going to school will help 
me somehow preserve that information.” 

Tenth grader Miles Osceola from the Hollywood Reservation 
agreed. He and his sister, Mariah Buster-Osceola, also a sophomore, 
have spent the majority of their education home schooled. The tour 
provided the chance for them to interact with other students in an 
academic environment. 

“It helps me expand my horizons; it helps me learn more things 
about the world; it helps me get my perspective,” Miles Osceola 
said. 

The group then toured the University of New Mexico, home 
of the Lobos. It is located on a much larger campus than Navajo 
Technical College, and boasts more than 200 academic degree 
programs. They also stopped at the Southwestern Indian Polytechnic 
Institute, a national Indian community college, on the tour. 

The tour turned out to be beneficial for Stevie Billie, a freshman 
from Big Cypress. He said he was undecided about a college major 
before the tour, but has since selected one. 

“Being on this trip has really opened my eyes and I want to be 
an engineer,” Billie said. 

Whitney Osceola, a sophomore from Immokalee who dreams 
of becoming an ophthalmologist, said she too sought inspiration 
on the tour. 

“What I am really trying to get out of this trip is motivation for 
me to actually want to go to college and be successful in life and 
just have determination to better myself,” said Osceola. 

However, Cooper Rivers, a ninth grader from Big Cypress, and 
a future cardiologist, said she knows she must get a degree because 
it will give her a leg up on the competition. 

“If you have a college degree and you look for a job, people 
will say, ‘She went to college, she put the extra effort in and maybe 
she’ll be helpful,”’ said Rivers. 

On their last stop of the seven-college tour, the group made 
their way to the Institute of American Indian Arts in Santa Fe, N.M. 
The school serves as an educational outlet for aspiring artists to 
express themselves through creative writing, studio and media arts. 

With the southwest’s makeup of mountains, cacti, culture and 
character as a backdrop, this part of the country also has higher 
education institutions that could potentially help further many of 
the Tribe’s future leaders. 

Darwin Cypress, who said he dreams of being Tribal chairman 
said: “I think more of our Tribal members should get educated so 
we can basically run our own government.” 

Marisa Stockton, a Fort Pierce resident and freshmen aiming 
for a career in forensic science, said when choosing your major, the 
opportunities are endless. 

“If you go to school you have a better education,” Stockton 
said. “You can go into the field that you want and you can also 
teach people about it.” 

Mariah Buster-Osceola said after having taken the trip she 
would suggest other prospective students attend it as well calling it 
“definitely a good opportunity.” 

“If it comes up again I suggest that kids take it and try it,” said 
Buster-Osceola. 

Chaperone and Tribal citizen Clea Billie Herrera said people 
now need more than just a GED or high school diploma to stand out 
among other job candidates. 

“The Seminole Tribe is handing you money and if you don’t 
take advantage of that, I think that’s sad,” Herrera said. 
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Ahfachkee School Students Participate in Spring Culture Festival 


Curriculum Specialist Mary Jene Koenes places the corresponding 
ball on the Seminole Bingo game board. 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — For several years, the 
students at the Ahfachkee School have partici- 
pated in the Spring Culture Festival. 

This year, students from all grades partici- 
pated in the events, which took place on May 7. 
The events act as sort of a warm up to all the 
culture-based events that take place for Indian 
Day, held annually in September. 

Curriculum specialist Mary Jene Koenes 
said this event helps build on the students’ team- 
working abilities and teaches them how to co- 
operate and work well with others. She said she 
strives to instill culture and language into each 
student she encounters. 

“Don’t lose your language and never forget 
your culture or where you came from.” Koenes 
stated. 

At the event, the pre-kindergarteners all the 
way up to the high school students came out by 
grade and recited the Pledge of Allegiance in Mi- 
kasuki, followed by the alphabet. 

Prior to reciting it in front of the audience, 
they practiced the spelling and pronunciation of 
each letter. However, the students also practice 
culturally-relevant lessons on a daily basis to 


help preserve the history and the culture of the 
Tribe. 

The children participated in everything from 
cooking, carving, com shucking, beading, log 
peeling and even the skillet toss. However, no 
culture festival would be complete without some 
games of stickball. The students played various 
games including hit the pole and the stickball 
team game of throw and catch. 

Student Sabre Billie, 11, who participated 
in this year’s event, said she remembers winning 
the com shucking competition last year. 

“My grandmother taught me when I was 
younger,” Billie said. 

The Ahfachkee high school students com- 
peted in the log peeling and skillet toss events, 
while the younger students played “Pin the Tale 
on the Ee-Che.” According to Assistant Director 
of Culture Danielle Jumper-Frye, this game uses 
a poster of a deer instead of a donkey. 

Results from the contests were: Stickball 
Throw: 1. Ronnie Billie Jr. /Jose Cisneros, 2. 
Marc Flores/Derrick Tiger, 3. Rashaun Jim/Rick- 
yjoe Alumbaugh; Hit the Pole: 1 . Tequesta Tiger, 
2, Nauthka Henry, 3. Lariah Balentine; Log Peel: 
1. Mario Osceola, 2. Rowdy Osceola, 3. Stevie 
Billie; Skillet Toss: 1. Chauncy Oceola, 2. Nau- 
thka Henry, 3. Jessica Lopez. 




Marisol Gonzalez 

Ahfachkee Teacher Yeni Flores (R) stands with her class and Cur- 
riculum Specialist Mary Jene Koenes (L) as the children recite the 
Pledge of Allegiance and the alphabet. 
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Lariah Balentine (C) participates in the skillet toss competition. Although she did not place in this event, she did place third 
in the hit the pole contest. 


(L-R) Giovanni Aramendiz, known to many as Mr. Gio, and Ronnie Billie Jr. prepare the stick for the stickball competition. Billie 
placed first in the stickball throwing competition with his teammate, Jose Cisneros. 
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Health 


Students Learn Healthy 
Cooking Alternatives 

Health Dept Holds Class for Tribal Citizens 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Citizens of the Big 
Cypress community attended the Health 
Department’s What’s Cooking Class at the 
Wellness Center on May 5. 

Participants included Barbara Billie, 
Beverly Alumbaugh, Janice Osceola, Sara 
Osceola and Nutritionist Sue Funding- 
sland. 

According to Fundingsland, the Health 
Dept, wanted to offer the class so students 
could learn how to find quick and healthy 
ways to make their favorite foods. 

“In some recipes you can often substi- 


tute applesauce for the sugar and oil,” she 
said. 

The students also learned how to cook 
healthier alternatives to everyday meals 
and desserts. They made a vegetable cas- 
serole two different ways; first with frozen 
vegetables and then with fresh vegetables. 

Billie agreed that the ideas presented 
would make cooking less time consuming. 

During the class, participants also pre- 
pared panko-crusted chicken breast strips 
and a healthy version of cinnamon bread 
pudding. Panko, a type of breadcrumb typ- 
ically found in Asian cuisine, is made from 
bread without crust, it makes foods crisper 
and airier than traditional breading. 



Marisol Gonzalez 

Tribal Nutritionist Sue Fundingsland (R) shares recipes with students Beverly Alumbaugh (L) and 
Janice Osceola (C). 


Environmental Health Program Hires 
New Employee Kirk Trenchfield 

Dept. Welcomes Tribal Indoor Air Quality Specialist 

hot button issue, as mold can cause serious 
health effects in hyper-sensitized and im- 
muno-compromised individuals. Unfortu- 
nately, it is quite prevalent in Tribal homes 
and may be the source of many medical 
complications such as asthma. Other in- 
door contaminants include smoke, pet dan- 
der, lead, asbestos, household chemicals, 
formaldehyde, dust and other allergens. 

The new emerging topic is the poten- 
tial health hazard associated with imported 
Chinese dry wall. Thankfully, this mate- 
rial was used in limited quantities between 
2003 and 2007, thus not representing a per- 
vasive problem on Tribal reservations. 

Due to improvements in technology 
and detection lim- 
its for indoor mea- 
surements, trained 
professionals can 
now recognize how 
much indoor air 
quality plays a role 
in the health and 
safety of individu- 
als. 

Whether it is a 
carbon monoxide 
leak from a stove, 
natural radon gas 
buildup under the 
house foundation 
or mold growing 
as result of a leak- 
ing roof, the qual- 
ity of the air people 
breathe inside their 
home can have a 
great impact on 
overall health. It is 
important to note 
by Elemental Health Program indoor air pol . 


BY PATRICK PECK 
Environmental Health Program 

The Tribal Environmental Health Pro- 
gram recently welcomed Kirk Trenchfield 
as the newest member of the team. He is 
a certified mold remediator, certified in- 
door environmentalist and certified radon 
measurement specialist. Trenchfield has 
a college degree in microbiology and has 
worked as a lab analyst, microbiologist and 
environmental/building scientist. 

He brings many years of practical and 
field experience to his new position. Since 
the start of his employment on April 20, 
Trenchfield has hit the ground running, and 
in less than a month’s 
time, has followed up 
on close to a dozen 
indoor quality assess- 
ments. 

Public concerns 
about indoor air qual- 
ity have increased 
drastically during the 
last 20 years. Many 
have all heard about 
“sick building syn- 
drome” as it relates 
to the workplace. 

However, in the 
1970s when energy 
conservation mea- 
sures were instituted 
in office buildings, it 
minimized the intro- 
duction of outside air 
thus contributing to 
the buildup of indoor 
air contaminants. 

Yet, homes still 
present the greatest 
hazard of all. Not 
only does the average 
person spend more 
time at home than at work, but home is 
where family members, including the very 
young and old, and sometimes the sickly, 
reside. Hence, people are more at risk of 
being sensitized by indoor contaminants at 
home than we are at work. 

For five years, the Seminole Tribe’s 
Health Dept, has sought to routinely assess 
the indoor air quality of Tribal homes and 
buildings. With great success, the depart- 
ment has worked in conjunction with the 
Tribal Housing Dept, to address some im- 
mediate health concerns. 

Trenchfield will assist in providing 
Tribal-wide indoor air quality services 
to Tribal citizens. Overall, his mission is 
to minimize and reduce the incidences of 
medical respiratory conditions as it relates 
to indoor allergens/contaminants in the 
homes and Tribal facilities. 

For many years, mold has been the 
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New employee 


lution may be more 
hazardous to health 
than outdoor air 

pollution. 

As people cannot always smell, see 
or taste many indoor air pollutants, it is 
recommended that an indoor air special- 
ist assess the living environment. Some 
common complaints about indoor air qual- 
ity range from simple complaints, such as 
the air smelling odd, to more the complex, 
where the air quality causes illness. 

It may not be easy to identify a single 
reason for indoor air quality complaints be- 
cause of the number and variety of possible 
sources, causes and varying individual sen- 
sitivities. These sources may be biological- 
ly, chemically or even organically based. 
This is where the expertise of the new Trib- 
al indoor air quality specialist comes in. 

Those with concerns about their in- 
door environment, please contact the Envi- 
ronmental Health Program office at (954) 
965-1300, Ext 10325. 



Charlotte Porcaro 

Team Seminole helps combat the fight against cystic fibrosis at the Lakes Regional Park walk on April 25. 


Team Seminole Ranks First at Cystic Fibrosis Walk 

Tribal Fundraising Efforts Bring in $3,850 for Charity 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

FORT MYERS, Fla. — Team Sem- 
inole united with hundreds of other car- 
ing individuals at Lakes Regional 
Park on April 25 to walk in sup- 
port of Tribal descendant Shy- 
anna Escobar, 7, and the tens of 
thousands of children and young 
adults also afflicted with cystic 
fibrosis. 

Dubbed “Shy’s Team,” this is 
the fourth Cystic Fibrosis Foun- 
dation (CFF) fundraiser in which 
Team Seminole has participated. 

Thanks to donations from 
Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. 

David Cypress, Immokalee Tribal 
Council Liaison Elaine Aguilar, 
family, friends and community 
members, Team Seminole placed 
first in the fundraising efforts with 
a total of $3,850 collected. 

All monies benefitted the 
CFF’s Great Strides campaign, 
the organization’s largest national 
fundraising event, winch features 
similar walks throughout the 
country. 

In acknowledgement for rais- 
ing the most money, Team Semi- 
nole received a Certificate of Rec- 
ognition and a medallion, which 
Shyanna displayed around her 
neck throughout the walk. 

Shyanna is the daughter of 
Ralph and Noemi Escobar, and 
granddaughter of Becky Yzagu- 
irre Martinez, of the Immokalee 
Reservation. Suffering with 
chronic respiratory problems 


since birth, Shyanna was diagnosed with 
cystic fibrosis following a near-fatal epi- 
sode in 2003. 

According to the official CFF web- 
site, www.cff.org, “Cystic fibrosis is 


a life-threatening genetic disease that 
causes mucus to build up and clog some 
of the organs in the body, particularly the 
lungs and pancreas. When mucus clogs 
the lungs, it can make breathing very dif- 
ficult.” 

Shyanna ’s physician, Dr. 
Oscar A. Alea, said up until the 
last few years, life expectancy 
for a cystic fibrosis patient was 
0-8 years, with many fatally suc- 
cumbing to respiratory failure. 

Currently, medical research 
is making advances in finding a 
cure thanks to donations to the 
CFF from concerned individuals 
and philanthropic organizations. 
Today, more than 40 percent of 
the cystic fibrosis population is 
older than 18 years of age and 
able to live an ordinary life. 

As a result, life expectancy 
has been pushed back to nearly a 
30 year average. 

Shyanna is one of CFF’s 
walking miracles. Despite a per- 
manent port in her stomach for a 
feeding tube, and necessary en- 
zymes and antibiotics she must 
take, she presents the outward 
appearance of a healthy, young 
child. A very artistic and talented 
young lady, she attends public 
school and participates in numer- 
ous extracurricular activities. 

Leading Team Seminole, 
along with fellow members Walk 
Coordinator Edna McDuffie and 
Immokalee Nutritionist Char- 
lotte Porcaro, Shyanna walked 
the entire course at Lakes Re- 
gional Park. 



Charlotte Porcaro 


(L-R) Immokalee Health Nutritionist Charlotte Porcaro, 
Becky Martinez and Shyanna’s mom, Noemi Escobar, join 
Shyanna Escobar (C) in congratulating Team Seminole on 
taking first place in the fundraising event for the Cystic 
Fibrosis Foundation. 


I THE HEALTHY SENIOR BY FRED CICETTI 


[Editor’s Note: Fred Cicetti is a syn- 
dicated columnist who writes about issues 
concerning senior citizens ’health. The opin- 
ions he expresses are his own. If you would 
like to ask a question, please write to fred@ 
healthygeezer.com. All Rights Reserved 
©2009 by Fred Cicetti.] 

Q: What’s the difference between a 
CAT scan and an MRI? 

A: The CAT scan, MRI and others are 
known as diagnostic-imaging tests. Let’s go 
over the common ones. 

X-ray 

One of the oldest forms of medical im- 
aging, an X-ray examination uses electro- 
magnetic radiation to make pictures. 

An X-ray machine passes a beam 
through the body and records an image digi- 
tally or on film. Body tissues produce dif- 
ferent results, showing up in shades of gray. 
Bones look white. Lungs that contain air ap- 
pear dark. 

Sometimes patients will take a contrast- 
ing medium, such as barium and iodine, to 
outline an area of the body so it will show 
up. This medium may be injected, swal- 
lowed or taken as an enema. The contrast 
medium appears opaque on X-ray film, pro- 
viding clear images of structures such as the 
digestive tract or blood vessels. 

CAT Scan 

Computed tomography, known as a CT 
scan or CAT scan, uses X-rays and comput- 
ers to produce precise images of cross-sec- 
tions of the body. It is much more revealing 
than a conventional X-ray. 

A CAT scan employs a doughnut- 
shaped machine called a gantry. The patient 
lies on a table inside the gantry while an X- 
ray tube rotates around the patient’s body 


sending radiation through it. Detectors mea- 
sure the exiting radiation and convert it into 
electrical signals. 

A computer gathers the electrical signals 
and assigns them a color based upon signal 
intensity. The computer then assembles the 
images and displays them on a computer 
monitor. Some CAT scans require a contrast 
medium. 

MRI 

Magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) 
uses a magnetic field and radio waves, in- 
stead of X-rays, to create pictures of cross- 
sections. In many cases, MRI gives more 
information than a CAT scan or other types 
of diagnostic imaging. Contrast agents are 
sometimes used to enhance the images. 

Most MRI machines are large cylin- 
ders. Inside the machine, the human body 
produces very faint signals in response to 
radio waves. These signals are detected by 
the MRI machine. A computer then inter- 
prets the signals and produces a three-di- 
mensional representation of your body. Any 
cross-section can be extracted from this rep- 
resentation. 

Some MRI machines are open on all 
sides. These newer, open MRI scanning sys- 
tems are useful for the claustrophobic, obese 
or anyone who feels uncomfortable about ly- 
ing inside a cylinder. 

The MRI often helps with the diagnosis 
of central nervous system disorders such as 
multiple sclerosis, because it produces such 
high-resolution images of the brain and spi- 
nal cord. 

Nuclear Imaging 

Nuclear imaging detects radiation from 
the body after a radiopharmaceutical agent 
or tracer is either injected or taken orally. 


The images are recorded on computer and 
on film. 

While other imaging methods assess 
how the organs look, nuclear imaging shows 
how organs work. For example, nuclear im- 
aging can analyze blood flow to and from 
the heart. 

Nuclear imaging provides information 
that other imaging techniques cannot pro- 
duce. 

Positron emission tomography, also 
called PET imaging or a PET scan, is a type 
of nuclear-medicine imaging. 

When undergoing a nuclear-imaging 
exam, the patient lies on a table under a spe- 
cial camera that takes a series of pictures. A 
computer connected to the camera detects 
the radiation coming from the body organ 
being examined and makes a series of im- 
ages. 

Ultrasound 

Ultrasound examination, also called 
diagnostic medical sonography, uses high- 
frequency sound waves beyond the range of 
the human ear to produce precise images of 
structures within your body. 

Ultrasound imaging is based on the 
principles of sonar used by ships to detect 
underwater objects and by bats to catch fly- 
ing insects. 

During an ultrasound, a sonographer 
presses a handheld transducer against the 
patient’s skin. The transducer generates 
and then receives reflected, high frequency 
sound waves from the body. However, some 
ultrasounds are done inside the body. 

Information about the body is then sent 
from the transducer to a computer. The com- 
puter will compose images based on this 
data. 
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Preschool Playground 
Transforms into ‘Safety City’ 

Youngsters Learn About Street Signs, Safe Havens 



BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Using cutout models of a 
hospital, Seminole Police Dept, station, firehouse and 
a school building, the preschoolers learned what safe 
havens look like on April 14. 

Members of the 
Seminole Police and 
Emergency Services 
Departments joined 
forces to create “Safe- 
ty City” on the Holly- 
wood Preschool play- 
ground in an effort to 
teach the youngsters 
what buildings to look 
for should they ever 
need to find a safe 
place in the event of 
an emergency. 

Lt. Robert Brown, 

Officer Michele Daza, 

Service Aide Deitra 
Turing and Inspector 
Bruce Britton were 
among those present 
during the event. 

“This is setup for fL-Rl SPD Officer Michele Daza s 
the students to have on ** ie obstacle course. 


fun while they are learning,” said Britton. “It helps the 
safe tips sink in, and prepares them to be safer.” 

Seminole Police Dept. Lt. Brown said he and oth- 
er co-workers have visited several elementary schools 
with the same presentation, and attests to its success. 
He said Safety City is similar to Wannado City™ in the 
Sawgrass Mills Mall in Sunrise, Fla., where children 
can try their hands at 
various career pos- 
sibilities in a fun, but 
educational setting. 

In addition to 
learning about safe 
havens, the children 
also rode their tri- 
cycles through an 
obstacle course set 
up to help them leam 
the meanings behind 
some common street 
signs. They watched 
a slide show presen- 
tation that depicted 
these signs, including 
those for stop, walk 
and hospital, and 
learned their mean- 
Marisol Gonzalez ingS prior to visiting 
lows Joey Puente Jr. the stop sign Safety City on the 
playground. 



Photo Submitted by Lola Juarez 

The Tampa community’s seniors also participated in the Safety City demonstrations on April 28. According to Lt. Robert 
Brown of the Tribe’s Fire Dept., the elders enjoy seeing what the Tribal children are learning. (L-R) Chief David Logan, Tampa 
Dept, of Elder Affairs Project Coordinator Lola Juarez, Chief Donald DiPitrillo, Linda Henry, Linda Storm, Fire Inspector Lt. 
Robert Brown, Risk Management Dept. Director Quinton Turner, Annie Henry, Maggie Garcia, Nancy Frank and Asst. Project 
Coordinator Angelica Estrada outside of Safety City. 



Rachel Buxton 


(L-R) Emergency Services Dept. Lt. Josh Eveleth quizzes student Corey Jumper on the Railroad Crossing sign. 


Preschoolers Learn Bike, Pedestrian Safety 

Seminole Fire Rescue Educates Youngsters 



BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — The children at Brighton’s pre- 
school learned a very important lesson April 15 when 
the Seminole Fire Rescue and Police Dept, stopped by 
to speak to them about bike and pedestrian safety. 

“If we prevent one injury we are ahead of the 
game,” said Lt. Robert Brown. “If we prevent one death 
we are way ahead of the game.” 

Students listened as 
Inspector Bruce Britton 
showed them examples 
of street signs and ex- 
plained what those 
signs indicate. They 
also learned about dif- 
ferent safe places they 
can go to if they are ever 
in trouble. Safe places 
include police stations, 
fire stations, hospitals, 
schools and libraries. 

After the brief dis- 
cussion, the children 
headed outside to Safety 
City, a mock city with 
all the safe places the 
children can visit. The 
wooden buildings in 
Safety City were built 
and put together by Fire 
Rescue. 

Members of Fire 
Rescue and the Semi- 
nole Police Dept, lead 


the children around the city on tricycles, stopping at 
street signs and the different safe places. At each build- 
ing and sign, the children received a brief recap of the 
meaning and importance of each. 

Along with Inspector Britton and Lt. Brown, Lt. 
Josh Eveleth and Firefighter Gustavo Ajuz represented 
Fire Rescue Dept., and from the Seminole Police Dept., 
Police Officer Shane Alton and Police Service Aide Te- 
resa Bass were on hand to help out. 

The lesson on 
bike and pedestrian 
safety is just one part 
of the national pre- 
vention program Risk 
Watch, developed 
by the National Fire 
Protection Associa- 
tion. Risk Watch is a 
school-based curricu- 
lum that helps teach 
teachers, students and 
parents the skills to 
create a safer home 
and community. 

Along with bike 
and pedestrian safety, 
Risk Watch has les- 
sons on motor vehicle 
safety, fire and bum 
prevention, choking, 
suffocation and stran- 
gulation prevention, 
poisoning prevention, 
fall prevention, fire- 
arms injury preven- 
tion and water safety. 


Rachel Buxton 

Mariah Garner (R) visits Firefighter Gustavo Ajuz (L) at the Safety City 
Fire Station he helped build. 
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(L-R) Father and son team, Blevins and Josh Jumper, cruise up to the dock on the L-28 Canal for the tournament weigh-in. 


Judy Weeks 


Bass Busters Decides Triple Crown Fishing Series 

Bello Solano Takes First Place in Three-Part Tournament 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Perseverance, skill 
and luck played an important role in determin- 
ing the winner of the Seminole Pro Bass Annual 
Triple Crown Tournament. 

The Bass Busters Fishing Tournament, 
held May 2 in the L-28 Canal, completed the 
third and final leg of the series. 

Bello Solano took top honors in the 2009 
Triple Crown Series. He turned his second, 
fourth and third place weigh-ins in all three 
tournaments into a grand championship total 
of 27.52 pounds of bass caught throughout the 
series. 

“I not only love fishing, but I really look 
forward to spending time out on the water with 
my partners,” said Solano. “Circumstances cre- 
ated a change of fishing mate during each tour- 
nament, but I couldn’t have won this without 
Rashaun Jim, Bronson Hill and my brother, 
Jose Solano. We’ve had a blast reeling them in 
together.” 

Solano said he will use the gift card award 
he won at Bass Pro Shop to stock up on supplies 
for his favorite sport. 

Brush fires along Alligator Alley created a 
road closure that inconvenienced some of the 
Bass Busters Tournament contenders. How- 
ever, avid anglers always find a way to reach 
their destination. Signing in at 6:30 a.m., the 
competition got underway with the usual fish- 
ing catastrophes. 

A valuable pole and favorite hat have 


joined the ranks of equipment that will proba- 
bly never be seen again. The losses didn’t stop 
there. Two big clunkers were on the line and 
headed for the boat, but proved to be escape 
artists along the way. Someone should have 
told the fish that they had nothing to fear, as 
this was a catch and release tournament. 

This rule, along with Solano’s good 
sportsmanship nearly cost him his win when 
he released his largest catch of the day. The 
fish swallowed the hook deep in its throat and 
it risked survival if not immediately released. 
Before the day was out, Solano replaced it 
with another that just missed capturing him 
the Clyde Tiger Big Bass trophy by only 3 
ounces. 

Tom Koenes Sr. reeled in a 3.79 pound 
beauty that took home the Clyde Tiger Big 
Bass Trophy and contributed to his first place 
win in the Bass Busters Tournament. 

“This baby goes on my mantel,” said 
Koenes, clutching his prize in his hand. “I’ve 
waited a long time for it.” 

“The best part was having my son, T.J., 
with me when I reeled it in,” he added. “As 
we get older, busy schedules sometimes make 
it hard for families to spend time together. It’s 
always a winning day when I get to spend it 
fishing with my son.” 

Bass Buster Tournament winners were: 
1. Tom Koenes Sr./T.J. Koenes Jr., 2. Josh 
Jumper/Blevins Jumper, 3. Bello Solano/ Jose 
Solano, 4. Arlen Payne/Phillip Turtle, 5. Mo- 
Jose Solano (R) congratulates his brother, Bello (L), on winning the ses “Bigg” Jumper Jr./Chebon Gooden. 
Seminole Pro Bass Triple Crown Series. 



Judy Weeks 


Skate Park Opens Its Doors to BC Community 

Rally at the Ramps Park Opening Features Skate Demo 



BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Tribal youth, teen and adult 
skaters came to the Junior Cypress Rodeo and Enter- 
tainment Arena on April 13 with their best moves for 
the grand opening of the Rally at the Ramps Indoor 
Skate Park. 


The Tribal-wide event, held during Spring Break, 
marked the completion of a project that had been in 
the works since January, according to Family Services 
Dept. Counselor Fred Mullins. 

“We want to be one of the best skate parks in 
South Florida,” Mullins explained. “The skater nation 
sort of has a warrior culture, which of course ties in 
with the Tribe.” 


The event was sponsored by the BC Tribal Coun- 
cil and Board offices, in partnership with the Family 
Services and BC Recreation Departments. 

The entertainment featured rail grinding, fun box 
fakies, kick-flips and other tricks, and also included 
a “SickO” boarding clinic, a demonstration by the 
Brotherhood Skaters, gift raffles and a performance 
by skater band, The Gladesman. 

“I like it because of the smooth 


Tribal citizens and community guests take a breather in between action. 


ground,” said Tribal citizen Tyrus 
Billie. “It was fun to get out there.” 

Clewiston resident Jay McGil- 
livay, 22, said he heard of the open- 
ing from friends and said he is glad 
to have a location close to his home 
where he can skate. 

“I think it is a good set up and 
good environment,” said McGilli- 
vay. “I wish they had more of them 
in this area. Skateboarding has be- 
come a very popular sport and I 
have been searching for a place to 
do this.” 

Current plans for the new fa- 
cility are to have a recreation staff- 
er and instructor available six days 
a week; everyday except Wednes- 
days. The park will open after 
school gets out until 9 p.m., with 
expanded hours during the summer. 

According to McGillivay, the 
park is just one of a handful of in- 
door facilities located between Mi- 
ami and Tampa. 

“I am excited and just want 
to pass on any knowledge I have,” 
said six year boarder and instruc- 
tor Ryan Washington. “I have a lot 
of flip tricks in my bag of tricks so 
I can teach them if they want to 
learn.” 

For more information please 
call (863) 983-9659. 


Mary Huff Named 
to First Team All- 
Conference 

BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — Star pitcher Mary Huff 
was named to the Florida Community College Activities 
Association (FCCAA) Suncoast 1st Team All -Conference 
for her performance as a mem- 
ber of the St. Petersburg College 
Lady Titans softball team. 

She also received the honor 
of being named to the FCCAA 
2nd Team All-State. 

Huff, the daughter of John 
and Vickey Huff Sr. of Brigh- 
ton, said she didn’t know what 
the title meant but was excited 
with all the hype she received 
because “everyone kept saying 
it was a big deal.” 

She is currently a freshman 
at St. Petersburg College and 
has been playing softball for 
more than nine years. She said 
she owes her game to her father, John Sr., who taught her 
how to play. 

“I found out he played in high school so I asked him 
to teach me all he could,” Huff said. 

With a grueling schedule, Huff has had to learn how 
to juggle sports and academics. Most mornings start off 
with a 6 a.m. workout. She said she then hits the books in 
the classroom from 8 a.m. to noon. After class it’s off to 
softball practice that begins at 1 p.m. and can last to 4 p.m. 
Weight training follows practice on select days, leaving 
very little time for anything else. 

It might seem like a lot, but for Huff it has become 
second nature. She said her hard work and effort pays off 
every time she steps out on the field. 

“I like having the pressure,” she said. “I’m very com- 
petitive. I know what I have to do and I do it.” 

Huff will be returning to Brighton for the summer 
where she will take on the role and title of coach for a 
traveling ball team in Okeechobee, Fla. called Fire 6 Team 
comprised of players 14 years of age and younger. 

As for her personal game, Huff said softball is in her 
future. 

“I want to play for as long as I can,” she said. 



Josh Jumper 
Recognized at Team 
Roping Event 

BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Everyone only turns 30 once, and 
Andrea Jumper couldn’t think of a better way to commem- 
orate her husband’s birthday than to establish an event 
based on his favorite sport. 

With this thought in mind, the first annual Josh Jump- 
er Team Roping event took place on April 1 1 at the J-Cross 
Arena. 

As a Three Head Open, participants could enter up to 
eight times in an effort to win one of the tooled champion- 
ship saddles awarded to the top header and top heeler at 
the event. 

During opening remarks, Josh Jumper led off with a 
prayer and offered some comments. 

“I love roping and really appreciate all the hard work 
Andrea has put into pulling this together for me,” Jumper 
said. “All I did was gather up a few cows, but she has 
been hard at it for days. Coordinating the roping, dinner, 
bookkeeping, prizes and help is no easy task and I am very 
grateful.” 

Please see ROPING on page 5C 


Charter School 
Students Compete 
in Track & Field 
Contest 

Thirteen Competitors Advance to 
State-Level Meet in June 

BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

OKEECHOBEE, Fla. — Students from the Pemayetv 
Emahakv Charter School made their way to Okeechobee in 
the early morning hours of May 1 to compete in the Her- 
shey’s® Track and Field Local Meet, held at Okeechobee 
High School. 

The Charter School students competed against stu- 
dents from all other Okeechobee County schools at the 
meet. 

Students were divided into age groups all fighting for 
a chance to go on to the state competition, which will be 
held on June 27 at Lake Brantley High School in Altamon- 
te Springs, Fla. The top two finishers in each event advance 
on to the next level. 

Pemayetv Emahakv was well represented with 13 stu- 
dents, Sean Osceola, Kelton Smedley, C.W. Ortiz, Trista 
Osceola, Demetrius Clark, Cheyenne Nunez, Lahna Seda- 
tol, Kailin Brown, Zachary Hudson, Imillakiyo Osceola, 
Zeke Matthews, Odessa King and Tamea Allen, advancing 
to the state level of competition. 

Pemayetv Emahakv had their own cheering section in 
the stands where tents were set up and parents, students 
and teachers cheered on their participating athletes. 

Please see TRACK on page 6C 
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Billy Yates (L), Ridge Bailey (R) and Kyle Palmisano (C) race to finish the 100 meter event. 


Charter School Students Compete in Track Meet 


Several Qualify to Vie for Spots in Next Level Competition 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — The students at Pemayetv Emahakv 
raced to the finish line on April 24 as they competed in the 
school-wide track meet held at the Brighton softball field. 

The track meet consisted of eight events: broad jump, 
softball throw, 4 X 100 meter relay race, and 50-, 100-, 
200-, 400- and 800-meter races. 

Ribbons were handed out to students who placed first, 
second or third in their respective events during an awards 
ceremony held after the race in the breezeway of the Char- 
ter School. 

“I want to say what a wonderful job you did on your 
sportsmanship and effort,” said Physical Education teacher 
Chris Goodwin to the students. 

In the weeks leading up to the meet students practiced 
the different events during their scheduled physical educa- 
tion class. The students then picked the events they wanted 
to compete in. Kindergarten, first and second graders were 
allowed to choose up to two events, and third, fourth and 
fifth graders chose a maximum of three events to compete 
in. 

Students in third, fourth and fifth grade competed to 
secure a first or second place finish in their events, which 
then qualified them to participate in the Hershey’s® Track 
Meet that took place in Okeechobee, Fla. on May 1 . 

Parents, teachers and fellow classmates cheered the 
competing students on as they raced, jumped and threw 
softballs in the brutal heat. Seminole Fire Rescue Dept, em- 
ployees were also on hand to assist with the day’s activities. 



Ruben Burgess gives his all in the softball throw. 


Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School 
Track Meet Event Results 


Broad Jump 

Kindergarten: Girls: 1 . Shaela French, 2. 
Mariah Billie; Boys: 1 . John Beck, 2. Hyatt 
Brugh, 3. Norman Johns. First Grade: 
Girls: 1 . Araya Youngblood, 2. Alissa 
Gonzalez, 3. Nyah Davidson; Boys: 1 . 
Edward Gaucin, 2. Jahbahn Arnold. 9-10 
Year Olds: Girls: 1 . Raylen Eagle, 2. Bailey 
Tedders, 3. Rylee Osceola; 

Boys: 1 . Brian Bishop, 2. Michael Girtman, 
3. Elijah Billie. 11 -12 Year Olds: Girls: 1. 
Tyra Baker, 2. Keyana Nelson, 3. Crysten 
Smith; Boys: 1 . Demetrius Clark, 2. Im 
Osceola, 3. Royce Osceola. 

Softball Throw 

Kindergarten: Girls: 1 . Tava Harris, 2. 
Destiny Elliott, 3. Mariah Billie; Boys: 1 . 
Jayton Baker, 2. Billy Bailey, 3. Kanyon 
Billie. First Grade: Girls: 1 . Alexis Gore, 2. 
Laila Bennett, 3. Waylynn Bennett; Boys: 

1 . Robert Harris, 2. Donovan Harris, 3. 
Redheart Billie. Second Grade: Girls: 1 . 
Raeley Matthews, 2. Aleina Micco, 3. 

Krysta Burton; Boys: 1 . Andrew Fish, 2. 
Ridge Bailey, 3. Lucas Osceola. 9-1 0 Year 
Olds: Girls: 1 . Sunni Bearden, 2. Chloe 
Chalfant, 3. Cady Osceola; Boys: 1 . Sean 
Osceola, 2. Marquise Fudge, 3. Dyami 
Nelson. 11-12 Year Olds: Girls: 1 . Trista 
Osceola, 2. Lahna Sedatol, 3. Cheyenne 
Nunez; Boys: 1 . CW Ortiz, 2. Kelton 
Smedley, 3. Im Osceola. 

50 Meter Race 

Kindergarten: Girls: 1 . Shaela French, 

2. Mariah Billie, 3. Abby Billie; Boys: 

1 . Ramone Baker, 2. Justin Gopher, 3. 

Dathen Garcia. First Grade: Girls: 1 . Katie 
Beck, 2. Bevyn Billie, 3. Aniya Gore; Boys: 

1 . Silas Madrigal, 2. Malcolm Jones, 3. 
Myron Billie. Second Grade: Girls: 1. Alicia 
Fudge, 2. Satie Rico; Boys: 1 . Alyke Baker, 

2. Conner Thomas. 9-10 Year Olds: Girls: 

1 . Sunni Bearden, 2. Chloe Chalfant, 3. 

Cady Osceola; Boys: 1 . Trevor Thomas, 2. 
Morgan King, 3. Cyrus Smedley. 

100 Meter Race 

Kindergarten: Girls: 1 . Shaela French, 2. 
Alonnie Gore, 3. Tayla Burns; Boys: 1 . Da- 
then Garcia, 2. Jayton Baker. First Grade: 
Girls: 1. Mallorie Thomas, 2. Katie Beck, 

3. Marcie Osceola; Boys: 1 . Silas Madri- 
gal, 2. Eecho Billie, 3. Jaylen Baker. Sec- 
ond Grade: Girls: 1 . Alicia Fudge, 2. Keely 

Billie, 3. Luzana Venzor; Boys: 1. Kyle 
Palmisano, 2. Oscar Yates, 3. Billy Yates. 
9-1 0 Year Olds: Girls: 1 . Chloe Chalfant; 
Boys: 1 . Brian Bishop, 2. Trevor Thomas, 

3. Dyami Nelson. 11-12 Year Olds: Girls: 

1 . Tamea Allen, 2. Harley Johns, 3. 


Bethany Billie; Boys: 1 . Kelton Smedley, 2. 
Demetrius Clark, 3. CW Ortiz. 13-1 4 Year 
Olds: Boys: 1 . Desmond Shore. 

200 Meter Race 

Kindergarten: Girls: 1 . Shaela French, 2. 
Tava Harris; Boys: 1 . Justin Gopher, 2. 
Billy Bailey, 3. Ramone Baker. First Grade: 
Girls: 1 . Madisyn Osceola, 2. Bevyn Billie, 
3. Keira French; Boys: 1 . Jaylen Baker, 
Delonce Carrillo, 2. Eecho Billy, Donovan 
Harris, 3. Ozzy Osceola, Cailliou Smith. 
Second Grade: Girls: 1 . Satie Rico, 2. 
Krysta Burton; Boys: 1 . Blake Baker, 2. 
Kyle Palmisano, 3. Lance Howard. 9-10 
Year Olds: Girls: 1 . Sunni Bearden, 2. 
Cady Osceola; Boys: 1 . Sean Osceola, 2. 
Layne Thomas. 11-12 Year Olds: Girls: 1 . 
Odessa King, 2. Cheyenne Nunez; Boys: 

1 . Royce Osceola, 2. Josh Madrigal. 

400 Meter Race 

9-1 0 Year Olds: Girls: 1 . Rylee Osceola; 
Boys: 1 . Jaden Puente, 2. Sean Osceola, 
3. Marquise Fudge. 11-12 Year Olds: 
Girls: 1 . Lahna Sedatol, 2. Bethany Billie; 
Boys: 1 . Josh Greenbaum, 2. Richard 
Harris. 

800 Meter Race 

11-12 Year Olds: Girls: 1 . Kailin Brown; 
Boys: 1 . Kelton Smedley, 2. Zeke Mat- 
thews, 3. Ravyn Smith. 

4 X 1 00 Meter Relay Race 

Kindergarten: 1. Abby Billie, Destiny El- 
liott, Tayla Burns, Alonnie Gore, 2. Norman 
Johns, Canyon Billie, Kobe Jimmie, Davin 
Carrillo. First Grade: 1 . Malcolm Jones, 
Tanner Shore, Robert Harris, Delonce Car- 
rillo, 2. Mallorie Thomas, Madisyn Osceo- 
la, Sage Motlow, Ruby Osceola. Second 
Grade: 1 . Tyler Howard, Blake Baker, 
Andrew Fish, Lucas Osceola, 2. Aleina 
Micco, Raeley Matthews, Luzana Venzor, 
Keely Billie, 3. Alyke Baker, Aiden Tom- 
mie, Lance Howard, Ridge Bailey. 9-10 
Year Olds: Boys: 1 . Dyami Nelson, Layne 
Thomas, Brian Bishop, Easton Moss, 2. 
Morgan King, Cyrus Smedley, Marquise 
Fudge, Elijah Billie, 3. Isaac Osceola, 
Michael Girtman, Dalton Girtman, Joseph 
Osceola. 11-12 Year Olds: Girls: 1 . Chey- 
enne Nunez, Tamea Allen, Lahna Sedatol, 
Odessa King, 2. Kailin Brown, Harley 
Johns, Trista Osceola, Keyana Nelson, 3. 
Tyra Baker, Bethany Billie, Kalgary Johns, 
Diamond Shore; Boys: 1 . Zach Hudson, 
Zeke Matthews, Im Osceola, Demetrius 
Clark, 2. Ravyn Smith, Royce Osceola, Yo 
Osceola, Thomas Bearden. 


Seminole Preschoolers Attend Annual Field Day Competition 

BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The students from 
the Hollywood Preschool kept active for the 
8th annual Field Day event, held March 25 
on the ball field. 

Students, teachers and members of the 
Fitness Dept., including Youth Fitness Co- 
ordinator Gina Allardyce, all contributed to 
this year’s event. Along with the students, 
parents showed support and continued to re- 
lay the importance of staying fit and active 
in their daily lives. 

Parent Involvement Coordinator Daw- 
na Bell said the children look forward to this 
event all year long. She added that they start 
practicing for Field Day weeks in advance. 

“We have a Fitness Day every other 
month, so the children know what to do 
when Field Day arrives.” Bell said. 

Bell said her favorite part about the an- 
nual Field Day event is that it serves as a 
reminder to parents to keep their children 
living an active day-to-day life. She said the 
preschoolers will also participate in Field 
Day next year. 

“We will keep our Field Day going for 
as long as we can in the coming years,” Bell 
said. 

The students received a light snack 
and stayed hydrated throughout the event. 

Concluding the Field Day activities, the 
preschoolers each received medals for par- 
ticipation. Arianna Judybill Osceola hops through the Hula hoops during the Field Day event. 



Marisol Gonzalez 

Ja’Kailee Stewart crawls through the fitness tube as she completes the obstacle course. 




Youth Fitness Coordinator Gina Allardyce demonstrates various stretching techniques with the children and teachers. 


All the children got the opportunity to push around the giant ball at their annual Field Day event on March 25. 
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Genesus Osceola Honored at 
Memorial Pool Tournament 

Seniors, Youth, Adult Divisions at ‘ G-Man’s ' Event 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Genesus Osceola All- 
Indian Pool Tournament took place at the Big Cypress 
Gymnasium, April 10-11. 

Hosting the event, family members have desig- 
nated this as the first of an annual tradition. 

Tournament play for the Senior and Youth Divi- 
sions took place on the first evening, and then resumed 
the next day at noon for the adults. Since the seniors 
also qualify for adult competition, many of these par- 
ticipants registered 
for a second opportu- 
nity and looked for- 
ward to adding 9-Ball 
to their game plan. 

A group of more 
than 15 immedi- 
ate family members 
remained on hand 
throughout the tour- 
nament to participate 
in the competition and 
bring the memories 
of Genesus Osceola 
to life again. Nancy 
Garza and her sons, 

Raymond, Roy Jr. and 
Manuel distributed 
awards to the lucky 
winners. 

The Garza broth- 
ers also recalled fond 
memories of their 
Uncle Genesus at the 
tournament. 

Indicating his 
mother, Nancy Osceo- 
la Garza, Raymond 
Garza said: “Gene- 
sus Osceola was my 
mother’s [Nancy 


Osceola Garza] younger brother. In the Seminole cul- 
ture uncles, whether by blood or clan, play a very im- 
portant role. It is their responsibility to discipline and 
teach the next generation. 

“Even though he was only 13 years older, my Un- 
cle Genesus took his job seriously,” Raymond added. 
“He was always there for me as a friend, confidant and 
teacher.” 

“Eveiybody called my Uncle Genesus, the ‘G- 
Man,’ but he gave himself the handle of ‘Dirt Man’, 
since he moved earth for a living,” said Manuel Garza. 
“He was always there for us and being close to our age, 
I felt like he under- 
stood me better than 
most adults. He was 
one of the best hunt- 
ers in Big Cypress and 
you couldn’t get him 
lost in the woods.” 

With the mention 
of hunting, family and 
friends shared several 
colorful stories about 
the G-Man’s adven- 
tures and exploits. 

“Pool was the G- 
Man’s game and he 
really loved to play. 
That’s why we chose 
this way to remember 
him,” remarked Roy 
Garza Jr. “Everybody 
that has played here 
the last two days, 
played pool with him 
at sometime or an- 
other and we all have 
great memories. Look 
at how many mem- 
bers of our family 
play pool and he start- 
ed us all at the tables.” 



Judy Weeks 

Esther Buster gets into position to make her shot. 



Judy Weeks 



Results of the First Annual Genesus Osceola Pool Tournament 


Senior 8-Ball: Women: 1 . Diana OnlyAChief, 2. Rena 
Blissett, 3. Jane Freeman, 4. Juanita Osceola, 5. Louise 
Billie. Men: 1 . Gary Clay, 2. Joe Billie, 3. Daniel Gopher, 
4. Abel Salgado, 5. Roy Snow. 

Youth 8-Ball: Girls: 1 . Demi Garza, 2. Amber Alvarado, 3. 
Michaela Cypress. Boys: 1 . Joshua Boromei, 2. Rowdy 
Osceola, 3. Tim Bearden, 4. Myron Cypress. 

Adult 8-Ball: Women: 1 . Phalyn Osceola, 2. Viginia Billie, 
3. Theresa Nunez, 4. Juanita Osceola, 5. Louise Jim. 
Men: 1 . Tony Billie, 2. Leon Micco, 3. Josh Garza, 4. Roy 
Garza Sr., 5. Nick Tiger. 


Adult 9-Ball: Women: 1 . Phalyn Osceola, 2. Theresa 
Nunez, 3. Connie Williams, 4. Laura Clay, 5. Diana On- 
lyAChief. Men: 1 . Josh Garza, 2. David Cypress, 3. Tony 
Billie, 4. Roy Garza Jr., 5. Roy Snow. 

Senior Scotch Doubles: 1 . David Cypress and Laura Clay, 
2. Jimmie Bert and Jane Freeman, 3. Daniel Gopher and 
Linda Billie, 4. George Grasshopper and Dale Grasshop- 
per, 5. Lonnie Billie and Louise Osceola. 

Adult Scotch Doubles: 1 . Roy Snow and Theresa Nunez, 
2. Billy Brown and Esther Buster, 3. Tony Billie and Pha- 
lyn Osceola, 4. Noe Arteaga and Lorena Arteaga. 5. Gary 
Clay and Diana OnlyAChief. 



Photo Credit 


Seniors Compete in Annual Pool Tourney 


Men's, Women's and Scotch Doubles Events Held 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 


BIG CYPRESS — Wildfires, road closures, un- 
fortunate cancellations and travel schedules may have 
delayed, but could not cancel, the 8th annual Seniors 
Pool Tournament. 


ed out the top spots. 

Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. David Cypress, 
an avid fan of the sport, made opening remarks and then 
sat down to keep an eye on the games. 

“Pool is my thing and I really enjoy watching the 
seniors play,” Rep. Cypress said. “Life’s experiences 
have taught them to smile rather than frown. They have 
such a great sense of humor and I can’t think of any- 
where else that you can go and find competitors rout- 
ing for each other.” 

President Richard Bowers Jr. echoed Rep. Cy- 
press’s remarks on the seniors’ remarkable spirits. 

“Life hasn’t dulled their enthusiasm; it has sharp- 
ened their wits,” added President Bowers. “They are 
the jewels in our crown and their strength and deter- 
mination have brought us to where we are today.” 

Laughing and poking fun at each other, the play- 
ers got down to serious business as teams were elimi- 
nated and the winners’ circle began to grow smaller. 
Games took longer as the players took ample time to 
scope out their next shot and determine its destina- 
tion. 

In the last game of the Scotch Doubles, the un- 
defeated team of Jane freeman and Keeno King lost 
to Juanita Osceola and her brother, Russell, resulting 
in a playoff. Everyone gathered around to share unso- 
licited advice and watch the final outcome. Applause 
acknowledged the champions as Juanita and Russell 
Osceola. 

Door prize winners were Lydia Cypress, Betty 
Osceola, Rudy Osceola, Esther Buster, David Bow- 
ers, Janice Cypress, Paul Bowers Sr., Joe Osceola Sr., 
Russell Osceola and Laura Clay. 



Judy Weeks 


Laura Clay contemplates the shot that won her first place in the 
women’s division of the pool tournament. 


Players gathered at the 
Big Cypress Senior Center at 
10 a.m. on April 29 to rack 
’em up and shoot some pool 
in the Senior Men’s, Senior 
Women’s and Scotch Doubles 
categories. 

On the men’s side, Joe 
Billie took first place with Da- 
vid Bowers, Jonah Cypress, 
Russell Osceola and Joe B. 
Osceola coming in second 
through fifth, respectively. 
Laura Clay, Juanita Osceola, 
Jane freeman, Louise Osceo- 
la and Betty Osceola took first 
through fifth places, respec- 
tively, in the Senior Women’s 
competition. 

The team of Juanita 
Osceola and Russell Osceo- 
la came in first in Scotch 
Doubles play, Jane freeman 
and Keeno King took sec- 
ond, Rudy Osceola and Betty 
Osceola placed third, Joe B. 
Osceola and Louise Osceola 
came in fourth and George 
Billie and Louise Billie round- 



Louise Billie lines the ball up before she makes a tricky shot. 
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Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. David Cypress checks out the lay of the table before shooting. 
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NFL Athletes, Tribal Citizens Compete 
in Chaka’s Stars Golf Tourney 




BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

OKEECHOBEE, Fla. — The Tribal community, other sur- 
rounding communities, and even a few celebrity athletes teamed 
up for a round of golf and some friendly competition in support 
of the 1st annual Chaka’s Stars Golf Tournament, held May 9 at 
the Okeechobee Golf and Country Club in Okeechobee, Fla. 

The Golf and Country Club was at its full capacity and then 
some for the tournament. The course is able to accommodate a 
total of 30 teams of four players each. But with the help of Gil- 
bert Chevrolet of Okeechobee and their donation of extra golf 
carts, the tournament was able to raise their participation to 36 
teams making it a total of 144 players. 

“There’s been an overwhelming response,” said Chaka’s 
Stars Cofounder Chaka Smith. “It is so fulfilling to find out that 
so many people care about the cause.” 

The Chaka’s Stars foundation was started in 2007 with the 
mission to empower and enrich the youth in the community. 

“We started it because there was a need for the program,” 
said Smith. “Things have grown and flourished beyond any of 
our beliefs and we hope to continue to grow and move further.” 

Members from all Tribal reservations participated in the 
benefit with some Tribal departments and officials even sponsor- 
ing a few holes. 


Rachel Buxton 

Conchade Osceola, 6, the youngest player at the tournament, drives the ball 
down the fairway. 


Rachel Buxton 

(L-R) Santana Moss, Chaka Smith and Channing Crowder take a mo- 
ment off the tee box to support a good a cause. 

“It’s important to get involved with surrounding com- 
munities in the aspect with the Seminole Tribe,” said Tribal 
citizen John Madrigal. “Anything the Tribe can do to ben- 
efit others needs also helps our needs.” 

Along with the golf scramble Chaka’s Stars held a si- 
lent auction that included sports memorabilia signed by an 
assortment of athletes from Tim Tebow, Larry Fitzgerald, 
Greg Norman and many more. Financial firm Morgan Stan- 
ley also donated a financial plan package valued at $2,500. 

A few professional athletes stopped by to show their 
support for Chaka’s Stars. Santana Moss of the Washington 
Redskins raced over to Okeechobee to sign autographs and 
mingle with players. 

“I just want to try to give back,” said Moss. “Just try- 
ing to show our kids and community another outlet and 
show them that if they have positive people in their lives 
like Chaka they can feed off of it and live positive lives.” 

In addition to Moss, the Detroit Lions’ new signee D.J. 
Boldin, brother of Arizona Cardinal’s player Anquan Bold- 
in, and Miami Dolphins linebacker Channing Crowder 
showed their support by playing in the golf scramble. 

The golf tournament was spiced up a bit with a hole- 
in-one challenge for a chance to win a new Toyota Tundra. 
At various holes, drive competitions took place as well as 
chances to win gift certificates to Beef ‘O’ Brady’s and 
Jersey Mike’s Subs, sponsored by owner Greg Giles, who 
played in the tournament. 

Smith’s wife, Tribal citizen Suraiya Smith, also a co- 
founder of Chaka’s Stars, said that they hope in 10 years 
the foundation will be as large as a local chapter of the 
Boys & Girls Club. 

Chaka’s Stars puts on a six week summer program that 
includes workshops on bullying and etiquette. The founda- 
tion also helps local community students pay for SAT and 
ACT tests and helps sponsor other children in need. 

“The money stays right here in Okeechobee.” said 
Chaka Smith. “We want to see the children through school 
so we can hopefully see them come back and be a produc- 
tive member of our community.” 


Hoopsters Compete in 
Annual NAYO Tourney 

Rez Birds, NDN Express Claim Top Spots 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

The Tribe played host once more to 
some of the best Native teams on the hard 
wood in the annual Native American Youth 
Organization (NAYO) basketball tourna- 
ment, held April 10-11. 

The Hollywood Recreation Gym, along 
with the Sheridan Hills Christian School and 
the Davie Police Athletic League, were all 
sites for the double elimination tournament. 
More than 30 men’s and women’s teams 
competed. 

Teams from Mississippi to North Caroli- 
na made the trip with trophies, T-shirts, jack- 
ets and bragging rights on the line. 


At the tournament’s end, the Rez Birds 
of Cherokee, N.C. came out as champions 
for the women, coasting to a 5-0 mark along 
the way in a 58-38 win against All-Nations. 
Felicia Johnson led the way with 19 points. 

“Our size and our ability to control the 
backboards allowed us to control the tem- 
po of the game,” second year NAYO Head 
Coach Buddy Johnson said. 

He explained that good recruiting also 
played a key role in their success with three 
Seminole women players 
joining the team. 

“We have been able to 
get some great exposure for 
all of these girls to maybe go 
on to the college level,” John- 
son said. 

On the men’s side, Lee 
McMillan led in scoring for 
NDN Express from Missis- 
sippi to pick up their second 
straight NAYO title against 
the Native All-Stars, 56-54. 

McMillan picked up his third 
championship in the last four 
years in playing in the tour- 
ney. 


“The key for us was penetrating and 
shooting,” McMillan said. “I was surprised 
when they got back in the game. We put our 
second unit in and had to substitute toward 
the end to get the lead and momentum back.” 

Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians 
Recreation Dept. Director and NAYO Co- 
Founder Barry Jim said he really enjoyed this 
year’s success. 

“We have come a long way with this 
organization. I have tried to use this to re- 
ally continue to promote the Tribes,” Jim ex- 
pressed. “This year has been the best since I 
have been involved. Things were on a level 
playing field without any politics.” 

Perennial participants, the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians of North Caro- 
lina, brought several teams to 
play. Head Coach Bunsey Crow 
brought his squad for the fourth 
year into the tourney. He and 
his Young Legends made the 14 
hour drive this year finishing in 
third place in 2008. 

Crow said his team has to 
qualify each year for NAY O. He 
added that one big part of the 
tourney’s appeal, and his team’s 
reason for playing, involves 
representing their particular 
Tribe as one of the best. 

“For my kids it is about be- 
ing the champ of all the Tribes,” 
Crow explained. 

Six year Brighton Seminoles Head 
Coach Tim Thomas said his kids enjoy play- 
ing against the best in head to head competi- 
tion. 

“It is a good experience for these kids; 
they get to match their skills against other na- 
tives,” Thomas said. “They like the competi- 
tion to see how they can match up.” 

The 2010 NAYO games will be held in 
Choctaw, Miss. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


The NAYO Women’s champions, the Rez Birds from Cherokee, N.C. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


The 2009 defending NAYO Men’s champions, NDN Express from 
Mississippi, narrowly defeated the Native All-Stars. 
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Josh Jumper (Background, Far Right) watches his son, Andre, (R) compete in Junior Dummy Roping. 



ROPING 

From page 1C 


Following the buffet dinner, the younger genera- 
tion participated in a dummy roping. Beginning with 
a warm-up, the ropers spun their lariats 
and had some very impressive catches 
on the steer’s head attached to a bale of 
hay. 

Julian Juvet won a Razor® kick 
scooter with two perfect throws back 
to back. Andre Jumper and Jose Torres 
each caught one hom and returned for a 
tie breaker, which resulted in a duplicate 
score. After a quick consultation, they 
decided to split their winnings. 

The adults were faced with a far 
more difficult task when the dummy was 
replaced with a large set of longhorns. 

The rules also were altered to no head 
catches and slick horns only. One third 
of the 12 contestants received a no time 
during the first round resulting in elimi- 
nation. Half of the remainder caught 
only one hom on their second throw, nar- 
rowing the field to four contenders. 

Figure 8’s, line encroachment and 
one horns cleared the roster for Blaine 
Courson to take first place. 

Moses “Bigg” Jumper Jr. officiated 
as flagman and judge for the Three Head 
Open. A very impressive lineup of con- 
testants included many of the top ropers 
in South Florida. The steers were fast 
and consistent, creating the formula for 
a perfect evening for roping enthusiasts. 

When the dust had cleared and the 
times were tabulated Derrick Davis and 
Shane Hestor took home the champion- 
ship heading and heeling saddles. 

However, the event was not only 
about rodeo. According to the event’s 
name sake Josh Jumper, his family re- 
cently explained that his 21 -month-old 
nephew, Landon Joshua Jumper, “re- 
cently went to be with our Lord.” 

“His loss has been hard to bear and 
we are very grateful to the many won- 
derful people who gave so much of their 
time, knowledge and skill in an effort 
to give him a quality of life that we all 
take for granted,” Jumper said. “In his 
memory, we are donating the proceeds 
from this roping to the Joe DiMaggio 
Children’s Hospital.” 

Jumper’s mother, Laquita, also re- 
membered Landon, and thanked those 
who helped care for him. 

“Speaking on behalf of my fam- 
ily, we are extremely grateful to all the 
wonderful doctors, nurses, teachers and 
friends who worked so hard on behalf of 
my grandson, Landon,” she said. “Bom 
with physical disabilities, life was a 
challenge for him, but he was eager to 
leam and a joy to all of us.” 

“Through the help of the wonderful 


people at Early Steps and Joe DiMaggio, Landon far 
surpassed the expectations of the professionals and be- 
fore long it seemed as though the student had become 
the teacher,” added Jumper. “It is our hope that through 
their work with Landon, they will have gained further 
knowledge to help others who pass their way.” 


Moses “Bigg” Jumper Jr., officiates as judge at the first annual Josh Jumper 
Team Roping event. 
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Hope Tommie-Wilcox Bowling Tourney 
Celebrates Decade of Success 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

PORT ST. LUCIE, Fla. — Just in time 
for Mother’s Day, friends and family cele- 
brated the life and legacy of Tribal citizen and 
mother, Hope Tommie-Wilcox on May 9 at the 
10th annual Tommie-Wilcox Memorial Bowl- 
ing Tournament. 

The partner’s play tourney, which took 
place at Superplay USA Bowling Center, is 
now in its 10th year, largely due to Tommie- 
Wilcox’s deep love for the sport. 

“She was one the first Tribal members to 
start bowling and I got her started,” her wid- 
ower, Damon Wilcox, explained. “She loved 
the competition and loved to play against the 
men in particular and many times kicked their 
butts.” 

Wilcox said although a late starter in her 
playing career, Tommie-Wilcox had profes- 
sional potential and lead the county with the 
highest average for close to a decade in the mid 
1980s through early 1990s. 

“If it had to do with bowling she was inter- 
ested in it,” Wilcox said. 

The Bird Clan member was the daughter of 
Sally and Jack Tommie, and granddaughter of 
Polly Parker. Many of her family members, in- 
cluding her eldest daughter, Mary Wilcox, and 
her nephew, Dean Stokes, attended the tourna- 
ment. Stokes recalled a kind-hearted, cheerful 
person who “never had too many worries.” 

Family friend Moses Osceola, a perennial 
tournament participant, also attended and of- 
fered kind words about Tommie-Wilcox. 

“Hope was a great mother and I will al- 
ways remember what she was able to accom- 
plish as a mom,” Osceola said. 



Damon Wilcox tries for a strike down the alley. 


Results from the Tournament 


Game 1:1. Mary Jo Micco/Kevin Tommie, 2. Mary Jo Micco/ 
George Micco, 3. Wendi Snow/Elbert Snow, 4. Trisha Osceola/ 
Marcy Osceola, 5. Terri Frank/Marcy Osceola; Game 2: 1 . Marilyn 
Doney/Kyle Doney, 2. Patty Entry/Bobby Frank, 3. Grace Koontz/ 
Dwayne Billie, 4. Wendi Snow/Mike Micco, 5. Marty Tommie/ 
Joni Johnson; Game 3: 1 . Patty Entry/Mike Micco, 2. Wendi 
Snow/Moses Osceola, 3. Sheree Sneed/Kyle Doney, 4. Marilyn 
Doney/Mya Stockton, 5. Grace Koontz/George Micco; Game 4: 1 . 
Michelle Osceola/Kenny Doney, 2. Amanda Smith/Dwayne Billie, 
3. Patty Entry/Gabriel Stockton, 4. Mary Jo Micco/Kyle Doney, 5. 

Grace Koontz/Moses Osceola. 



The Tommie-Wilcox family, (L-R) Patricia, Mary, Damon and Bessie (C). 


FREE PICKUP & DELIVERY TO SEMINOLE 
HOLLYWOOD & BIG CYPRESS RESERVATIONS 
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Julian Juvet wins a Razor® Kick Scooter for first place in the Junior Dummy Roping event. 
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Hershey’s® Track and Field 
Competition Results of the Students 
Advancing to the State Level 

TRACK 

From page 1C 


Softball Throw 

9-10 Year Olds: Boys: Sean Osceola, 121 ’6”; 11-12 
Year Olds: Boys: Kelton Smedley, 155’2”, C.W. Or- 
tiz, 152’3”; Girls: Trista Osceola, 1 17’ 1”. 

Standing Long Jump 
Demetrius Clark, 7’0” 

100 Meter Dash 
Kelton Smedley, 14.55 


200 Meter Dash 
Cheyenne Nunez, 32.07 


Rachel Buxton 

Sunni Bearden represents Pemayetv Emahakv in the softball 
throw event. 


400 Meter Run 
Lahna Sedatol, 1:16:92 

800 Meter Run 

11-12 Year Olds: Boys: Kelton Smedley, 2:48:6; 
Girls: Kailin Brown, 3:20:1 

4 X 100 Meter Relay 

11-12 Year Olds: Boys: Zachary Hudson, Imillakiyo 
Osceola, Zeke Matthews, Demetrius Clark, 1:02:89; 
Girls: Cheyenne Nunez, Lahna Sedatol, Tamea Allen, 
Odessa King, 1:03:41. 



Rachel Buxton 

Cheyenne Nunez runs the final leg in the 4 X 100 meter relay, securing her team’s spot in the state competition which will take 
place June 27 at Lake Brantley High School in Altamonte Springs, Fla. 




Rachel Buxton 

Kel ton Smedley finishes first in the 800 meter run with a more than 10 second lead. 


SEEKING ORAL HISTORIES 
FOR MUSEUM COLLECTION AND 
VETERAN'S MEMORIAL BUILDING EXHIBIT 



The Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum is seeking to conduct oral history interviews with Seminole 
veterans and family members of veterans. The interviews will become a part of the existing 
oral history collection of the Tribal M useum. In the interview, you may choose what you 
would like to speak about. If you give permission, the interview might be considered for 
use in the exhibits to be created within the new Veteran's Memorial Building in Brighton. 
We hope that Seminole veterans will share stories for the benefit of current and future 
generations, as we look to honor your dedication and service. 



To participate contact: 

Elizabeth Lowman 
0 ral H istory Coordinator 
Phone: 863-903-1113 ext. 12210 
elizabethlowman@ senhtribe.com 



SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA 


AH-TAH-THI-KI 



A PLACE^TQ LEArRN, A PLACE TO REMEMBER. 
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Announcements D 


BIRTHDAYS 


POEMS 


To Cha Halke, 

Deana H. H. Joyner, who 
grows more beautiful 
each year, happy birthday 
from your husband, 
Carlton, and your son, 
Kazmin L. Joyner. 

We love you very 
much and want you 
home so you can bring 
that sunshine back. 

Keep praying, keep 
your head up and let no 
one see you down. Stay 
unconquered. 

Eeh-che-poo-te- 
chach-cha-le-wa, and, 
Ee-chingotchumele 
cha halke! Waache of 
Achooche. 

Ee-chino-gotchu- 

mele, 

Carlton and 
Kazmin L. Joyner 



Happy birthday to my beautiful 
precious niece, Julia Christina Smith! 

You’ve grown so much. I still 
remember when you were just bom how 
tiny you were. I was standing beside your 
dad with tears of joy, thinking if only your 
grandma was still here, how happy she 
would be standing here with us. I know 
she’s up above in heaven watching over 
you. She’d be so proud of you. 

Keep up the good work in school and 
with softball. 

I love you so much, 

Aunt Oneva 



I want to wish a happy birthday to 
my baby girl, Julia Christina Smith. You 
are so special to me. I thank God for you 
everyday. I can’t believe you’re going to be 
7 years old now. You’ve grown so much but 
you’ll always be daddy’s little girl. 

We wish you a happy birthday from 
all your Panther family. We love you to the 
moon and back; to the stars and beyond. 

Love, 

Daddy (Mike Smith) 


I just wanted to wish Mike Smith a 
happy belated birthday and to let you know 
how proud we are of you for focusing on 
your sobriety. I know you can make it; just 
remember the decisions you’ve chosen for 
yourself recently. 

It’s not always going to be easy. Stay 
strong and don’t let anyone say anything to 
bring you down. 

Remember what mom always told us 
love and take care of each other as family. 
Mom would be proud of you today. 

No matter what I’ll always be here for 

you! 

Love and God Bless You, 

Your Sister Oneva 



Happy birthday to our big baby 
boy, Maximus! We love you soooo 
much! My, how time flies by. You 
know daddy is so proud of you! Hope 
you had fun at your birthday party. 

We love you infinity times 
infinity times ... we win! 

Love, 

Mia, Maekon, Gia, Khloe and 
Mommy 


| NEW BABY 

Big brown eyes and an adorable smile 
Now Lizina and Glen Lamb 
Have a baby girl who makes life worthwhile! 



Kitana LySaunch Lamb 

Joined us on Feb. 10 at 10:17 p.m. 

Weighing 7 pounds, 9 ounces, and measuring 19.75 inches long 
Proud parents are 

Lizina Bowers Lamb and Glen “Scooter” Lamb 
Panther Clan 

Grandmother Sandra Osceola 
Great-Grandmother Polly Osceola Hayes 


MOTHER’S DAY 

Happy Mother’s Day Aunt Alice! We wanted to let you 
know that we love you very much. We’d like to thank you 
for always being there for us. 

When others thought we’d fail you’d always remind us 
what mom wanted for us. You never judge us. You always 
encourage us with words of wisdom that kept us going. You 
believed in us and loved us no matter what. You mean the 
world to us. Thank you! 

Love your niece and nephews, 

Oneva, Mike and Tracey 



Famous Capes 

My theory is that Julius Caesar’s attire greatly assisted him whenever he was on cam- 
paign. Like when he was at Alesia encirclin’ Vercingetorix at the great promontory and 
the massive Galic relief army was lurkin’ nearby, he had him a favorite red cape — I kid 
you not — and he’d bring this red cape out every now and again, just to let his legions 
catch sight of it, so they could fight and holler like madmen all the live-long day. Scholars 
write volumes freighted with Caesars glories, and it is true that he was quite an extraor- 
dinary man, like when he was in Iberia dreamin’ of Alexander the Great’s great cape or 
Hannibal — the son of the lightning bolt’s cloak. That Caesar was always up to some- 
thin’, I’ll tell you what. But I think he had that red cape ever since his teen-aged years, 
purchased in Iberia maybe, however, it may’ve been a tad too small by the time of the 
Conquest of Gaul, that is. But he needed it now that his men had taken a fancy to it, cause 
they just fought and hollered every time he had it on. And who knows, he may’ve had him 
another red cape in yet another more miniature interpretation, as if to assist him when he 
was studying to be the foremost man of all the world. And I’ll even wager that that’s why 
Pablo Neruda in Santiago, Chile had him one but in a black poet’s version, yep. 

— Elgin Jumper 
April 10, 2009 


She Used To Be Mv Girl 

She used to be my girl, I know her well, 

She would stay by my side even though I was raising hell. 

She didn’t ask questions, she just enjoyed the ride, 

Beautiful Seminole girl showing her pride. 

She preferred to speak to our language, laughing and having fun, 

Some would ask her, why you with that dangerous one? 

She would say I love him and accept his ways, 

Because we have far many more good times than bad days. 

She knew she had a warrior that was always on the run, 

She chose to enjoy what time we had together, because my freedom was just about done. 
She did her best to help me maintain, 

But still every now and then I’d return to the jack game. 

She would be upset and worried if I left on my own, 

Because anything can happen in a war zone. 

I’d always tell her worrying about me will give you gray hair, 

I mastered the jack game, I’ll see you when I get there. 

We’ve known each other since we were 7 or 8, 

But for some reason, we didn’t hit it off until late. 

I know she remembers that time I gave her a dozen roses on Broward Boulevard and 1-95, 
My true, after all these years, those memories are still alive. 

What can I say, I refuse to let great memories slip my mind, 

I simply want her to know, she is one of a kind. 

I know time changes some people, but many of us are still the same, 

I was wondering if down there she still wears my name. 

Only she would know who this was written for, 

She knows the last time I saw her I told her she would see me no more. 

Since that day I been gone, going on 1 1 calendar years, 

Like Pac said, life goes one and I only shed tattooed tears. 

She used to be my girl, but now she belongs to you, 

Take care of that beautiful Seminole girl I call my true. 


— Ike T. Harjo 
Panther Clan 


The Moment 

Morning rain — first rain — with love, with happiness. The price to pay and everyday 
and lightning and thunder along the river — Magical experience. Between spectator and 
performer — marble overtones of poems — Vermillion — hued tranquility beautiful — 
street, rain that falls and falls. Almost to destroy — to crash — mercurial momentous 
— the moment, in other words, flying in philosophy — and it is early dawn — musical 
lexicons — finest pain withers away. Lightning, in plain sight, you immerse yourself in 
thought. The idea — The idea — the Sun! — the Sun! is the power source essential. I 
kept it memory — in other words — yes, there — the overture — finest friends — and 
years spent — through ruined mazes — was allowed to exhaust noise and night — marble 
city — the wound hurts. I am memory — voice — sound — the transparent poem — and 
morning rains moments more and more. 


— Elgin Jumper 
April 10, 2009 


The Other Side of Morning 

On a curb, near blades of saw-grass, in the Everglades is a tiny mural — a work in 
progress — that a little warrior is painting. From time to time, the little warrior pulls 
back from the piece to see the bigger picture, and then it’s back to work he goes on all the 
minute details. It is the mural of the Everglades! The panoramic poetica that falls from his 
tears and attach themselves like gold dust to the concrete in reflections. The little war- 
rior believes he can pass through die mirror of the mural and then on to the other side of 
morning. 


— Elgin Jumper 
April 10, 2009 


Back In the Day 


CLASSIFIED ADS 



Get Out of Jail Fast! 


Work From Home 

As a Customer Service Agent for an oil firm and 
earn more. 

Job requirements: Ability to communicate in Eng- 
lish, Internet access, Previous working experience 
is an added advantage. 

Interested applicants should forward their resume 
to Mr. Raymond Fellers at 
richard.halB l@gmail.com 
for more information. 


Permanent Makeup 
Corrections and Lightening 

Process now offered to fade misplaced pigment 
and to correct unwanted shape or color. 


Call Myma Loy (954) 583-9119. Tribal 
dividends, MasterCard and Visa accepted. 24 
hours • Speedy Release • Professional Service 
1128 N.W. 3 1st Avenue, 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL33311 


Free consultation 
Please call 


Back in the day when we were poverty stricken; where were you then? 

The Koowaathee, Fooshaathee, Oshaanaathee, Faplehchaathee, Eechaathee, Chentaathee, 
Okie Hootaathee and Nokoshaathee were our only friends. 

There was a few white missionaries that came to save souls, 

Much respect to them, but many of us heathens love our Green Com Dance, 

Doing the Seminole Stomp around the fire that glows. 

As far as I can remember, they were the only non-Indians to show some love, 

But at the same time I wouldn’t trade my ancestor’s beliefs for pearly gates, streets of 
gold and a mansion above. 

Other than those few white missionaries, I don’t remember seeing another color of people 
on our land 

That is until dividends, now you see every color known to man. 

It’s a shame the younger generations can’t really experience living amongst our own kind, 
Young ones, y’all would have loved it in those times. 

Though we didn’t have the wealth you enjoy today, we had each other 
And I wouldn’t chance my upbringing for the highest pay. 

Because we were taught to survive without money in our hand, 

Doing the best we can living off the sand. 

Most of us made it right and very few of us took a fall, 

But one thing and two for sure, we are all Unconquered Seminoles, with spirits to brawl. 
Times have changed with non-Indians filing lawsuits against Tribal members shouldn’t 
be, 

But if you continue to let them come to our residential areas more suits you will see. 
They are not friends, they are possessed by greed, 

The truth hurts doesn’t it? 

But that’s the reality of it, don’t turn a blind eye; take heed. 

Friends are the ones that were there when we didn’t have a damn thing, 

These others are only around for the dividend ching. 

There isn’t anything wrong with being humble, 

Just don’t let yourself be hoodwinked and gullible. 

Back in the day was great; living amongst our own kind, 

Hats off to Charlie “Chazz” Tiger and Burton “Breeze” Harjo for avenging our Seminole 
women in those times. 


(863) 763-3933 


— Ike T. Harjo 
Panther Clan 
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Chris C. Jenkins 

Fleet Week attendees salute the flags during the “All Hands on Deck” kick off party at Seminole Paradise on April 27. 


Fleet Week Kicks Off at Seminole Paradise 

Festivities Honor Navy, Coast Guard Members 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Members of the U.S. Navy 
and Coast Guard, as well as international service per- 
sonnel, made their way to Seminole Paradise for the 
“All Hands on Deck” welcoming party to kick off the 
annual Fleet Week festivities on April 27. 

During Fleet Week, held throughout the Ft. Lauder- 
dale area on April 27-May 2, the U.S. Navy and Coast 
Guard members took part in a series 
of community service projects, spe- 
cial events and much more. 

This year’s theme celebrated di- 
versity, as well as the service and role 
Native American’s have played in the 
armed forces. 

Seminole Color Guard mem- 
bers Paul Bowers Sr. and Stephen 
Bowers presented the American and 
Seminole Tribe of Florida flags at the 
event. Several Seminole armed ser- 
vice veterans, including former U.S. 
infantrymen Larry-Mike Osceola 
who served from 1985-1991, also at- 
tended. 

“You can not really realize how 
good it felt,” explained Osceola. 

“What we bring to these people 
and our own as a Tribe just feels so 
good.” 

“I am glad that through the community, Fort Lau- 
derdale and the Tribe, we could be here to celebrate 
them,” Osceola added. 

Broward County Navy Days, the Navy League’s 
Broward County Council, and other adjoined leagues, 
helped sponsor the event, with Humana Military 
Healthcare Services as the title supporter. 

“This is a warm and receiving area because it is a 


good time for our armed servicemen and it gives us a 
chance to show our appreciation for serving our coun- 
try,” said Captain G. William Weiler, president of the 
Navy League’s Broward County Council. “We are very 
proud to be able to sustain this in the Fort Lauderdale 
area.” 

Sailors and servicemen and women from as far 
away as Virginia, Connecticut, New Hampshire, North 
Carolina and even Canada were all on hand for the 
event. Newly crowned Miss Latina International Esther 
Dollar made an appearance as 
well. 

“It was a big deal to be a 
part of it and anytime we can 
give them a pat on the back for 
all that they do, it is a very good 
thing,” Dollar said. “It is always 
a good thing also to see a man in 
uniform.” 

In 2001, Broward County 
Navy Days merged with the 
Fleet Week celebration with 
the McDonald’s Air & Sea 
Show; a partnership that lasted 
seven years. It was then known 
as Fleet Week USA. Last year, 
it returned to being officially 
known as Fleet Week: Port Ev- 
erglades. 

South Florida and New 
York remain the only two major 
cities which host the Fleet Week festivities each year. 

Besides the welcoming party, Fleet Week also 
featured the Fleet Week Golf Classic, held at the Fort 
Lauderdale Country Club, and Navy displays and flight 
simulators at the Galleria Mall in Ft. Lauderdale during 
each day of the weeklong celebration. 

For more information please visit www.broward- 
navydaysinc.org or www.bcnavyleague.org. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Color Guard members (L-R) Stephen Bowers 
and Paul Bowers Sr. present the colors. 


Hard Rock Celebrates Fifth Anniversary 



Staff Reporter 


HOLLYWOOD — Tribal Council, citizens, pa- 
trons and media gathered May 1 1 at the Hard Rock to 
celebrate five successful years. 

It stands as one of South Florida’s premiere hot 
spots for big money winning, shopping, entertainment 
and more. 

With the backdrop of the largest cash display in 
history, five million dollars, along with showcase mod- 
els, custom guitars and cake, a crowd was on hand to 
witness the event. 

“It seems like a very short period that we have 
been here,” Presi- 
dent Richard Bow- 
ers Jr. said. 

“We are fulfill- 
ing the vision of 
our Tribal seniors,” 

Hollywood Council 
Rep. Max Osceola 
Jr. explained. 

President Bow- 
ers, Rep. Osceola 
and Rep. David Cy- 
press all received 
custom guitars in 
celebration of the 
event. 

Hard Rock In- 
ternational Chair- 
man and Chief 
Operations Officer 
for Seminole Gam- 
ing James Allen re- 
flected on the early 
opposition and ob- 
stacles. 


Clapton, Bon Jovi, Van Halen, Elvis Presley and Bruce 
Springsteen. 

Hollywood resident and perennial patron John 
Barret said the atmosphere and entertainment of the 
venue, the Tribe’s hospitality and Warrior spirit and 
reputation has kept him returning day after day. 

“The spirit of the Seminole Nation from day one 
of their existence is something I definitely admire,” 
Barret acknowledged. “They are the best citizen en- 
tity in Broward County. They have overcome every 
obstacle thrown in front of them with class and dignity 
to be here now.” 

The $250 million operation is rated AAA Four 
Diamond with over 140,000 square feet of gaming 
space. It has 500 luxury 
rooms and suites in a 12 
story tower. As Florida’s 
largest casino it also in- 
cludes table games for 
Blackjack, Baccarat, 
Mini-Baccarat, Pai Gow 
Poker, and three card 
poker. 

Seminole Paradise 
is adjacent to the hotel 
and casino with 300,000 
square feet of space fea- 
turing 22 retail shops, 17 
restaurants and 11 bars 
and lounges. 

Its success has been 
just a small part of the 
bigger picture for the 
Tribe. In March of 2007 
the landmark move to 
purchase the entire Hard 
Chris c Jenkins R°ck International fran- 


(L-R) Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr., Rep. David Cypress and President 


chise helped establish 


“When 


Richard Bowers Jr. hold up their Fifth Anniversary guitars. 


the Tribe on an intema- 


project was announced there were so many nay-say- 
ers,” Allen said. “Make no mistake though, we are 
here because of the sovereignty and perseverance of 
the Tribe.” 

As a part of the day of festivities, the hotel re- 
ceived a special gift of five guitars from some of the 
music industries legendary artists including: Eric 


tional scale. 


With 125 Cafes and nine hotels and casinos in 49 
countries, Hard Rock International remains the stan- 
dard in music and entertainment franchises. As the 
owner of the world’s best collection of music memo- 
rabilia, the authentic items are displayed at locations 
around the globe. 



Armored Truck 
Drop Part of 
Hollywood Casino 
$40K Promotion 

Photo by Chris C. Jenkins 

At Left: As part of April’s Semi- 
nole Stimulus Month, promotions 
at the Seminole Classic Casino- 
Hollywood included dropping an 
armored truck front-first to the 
pavement. The truck was displayed 
outside the casino for more than a 
week dangling from a crane as part 
of the $40,000 “Crash for Cash” 
giveaway on April 30. 


^ Smithsonian Institution 

Developed by the Smithsonian’s^! ational Museum of the American Indian and the 
Smithsonian Institution TravdCng Exhibition Service with generous support from Elizabeth Hunter 
Solomon, the Smithsonian Women’s Committee, and the AMB Foundation 




NATIVE WORDS 
NATIVE WARRIORS 


A remarkable story of Indian soldiers who used their 
Native languages in service to the U.S. military 



APRIL 24 -JULY 6, 2009 

Seminole Tribe of Florida 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
HC-61, Box 21-A 
Clewiston, FL 33440 
(877) 902-1113 
www.ahtahthiki.com 
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U.S. Government Makes 
Changes to International 
Travel Laws 



Foreign Travel: How to Make it Safe and Enjoyable 


BY NERY MEJICANQ 
Contributing Writer 

[Editor s Note: Nery Mejicano is the Big Cypress 
special projects coordinator. The opinions he express- 
es are his own. If you would like to ask a question, 
please write to nmejicano@semtribe.com.] 

This is a big and wonderful world. Travel will 
give you the opportunity to experience new cultures, 
taste exotic and delicious foods, to meet interesting 
people, and to visit those places you have seen and 
admire in pictures or on TV. 

Travel is without a doubt one of the best educa- 
tions. It does not matter how old you are, travel will 
open new horizons and will enrich your life. 

There are a few things that you have to do to make 
your travel experience safer and more enjoyable. Fol- 
lowing are a few tips that I hope are useftil. 

Documents: Make sure that you have a valid 
U.S. Passport and if required, a visa for entering the 
countries you plan to visit. Most countries, however, 
do not require a visa for U.S. citizens. 

Make sure that you have another identity such as 
a driver’s license or CDIB card. Make two copies of 
your passport, leave one with someone at home and 
keep the other copy with you. Upon arrival, place your 
passport in a safe or other secure place. 

Packing: Make sure you check the weather at 
your destination so you can dress comfortably. Most 
people usually pack too much clothing. The lighter 
you pack, the less you have to carry around. 

Make sure that your valuables are in your carry- 
on luggage not in your checked luggage. If you lock 
your checked luggage, make sure you use a TSA-ap- 
proved lock. You can buy these locks at Wal-Mart or 
any travel or luggage store. 

Money: Prior to leaving, check the Internet on the 
exchange rate so you have an idea as to how much 
things cost. You can find this information on the In- 
ternet at XE-Currency Conversions www.xe.com/ucc. 
One of the things that I find useful is to carry a small 
card in my wallet with the equivalent of $1, $5, $10, 
$20, and $100 dollars written in the local currency. 


If you exchange dollars, do it at a bank or through 
your ATM card; that way you get the best exchange 
rates. Never exchange money with street money 
changers and never carry more money with you than 
you plan to spend that day. 

I always carry a money belt that I have around my 
waist under my pants, and I also carry a fake wallet in 
my back pocket with a few dollars and some useless 
documents. I put my real money in a small wallet in 
my front pocket. 

Credit Cards: Most countries accept credit cards 
from most large American companies such as Visa, 
MasterCard and American Express. In some of the 
smallest towns, you may have difficulty paying with 
your card, but that is the exception. 

It is very important that you call your credit card 
company — the number is on the back of the card — 
and tell them that you are traveling out of the country. 
They will ask you for arrival and departure date. If you 
fail to do this, like I once did, your card may not work 
and I was stuck at a Paris hotel at 3 a.m. with a taxi 
waiting without being able to pay my bill. 

Airports: After Sept. 11 security at airports was 
tightened. Expect some delays in clearing security. 
To make things easier do not have too much metal on 
you such as heavy belts, jewelry and heavy rings since 
they will trigger the metal detector. 

Also make sure you wear slip on shoes, so that 
putting them back on is easier. 

Do not take any food or more than 3 ounces of 
liquids or security will take them away. If you have 
laptop, take it out of the carrying case and place it in 
a bin by itself. 

Airplanes: If it is a long trip, take something to 
read and to entertain yourself. On a long trip, stretch 
and move your legs. Curl your toes to prevent blood 
clots, a rare condition that can be dangerous. 

Safety: Any city, large or small, has its bad places 
that you do not want to venture to by yourself. If you 
take a taxi, make sure that it is a “marked” or official 
taxi. Many countries have what is called “pirate” taxis, 
in which anyone with a car can stop and offer you a 
ride for money. Do not ride in other than an official 


cab. 

It is always best to get a map of the city that 
you are visiting in case you get lost. In addition, if 
English is not spoken, leam a few useful phrases and 
words such as “Where is the bathroom?” as well as 
the words for restaurant, hotel, please, thank you, open 
and closed. 

You may not be able to carry on a conversation, 
but the locals will appreciate your effort. Most big cit- 
ies have English speakers, but you can always get a 
pocket dictionary to help you. 

Do not venture out at night if you are by your- 
self and are not familiar with the city or place. If you 
want to venture away from the tourist areas, you may 
be able to hire a guide through your hotel. Keep your 
valuables such as your passport, money and jewelry 
in a safe. 

Health: Check the U.S. State Department web 
site for information on the country you are traveling 
to. Some countries may require that you get vaccinat- 
ed for certain diseases such as malaria, yellow fever, 
influenza, etc. You can find this information at http:// 
travel.state.gov. 

Drink only bottled water even if you are told that 
the water is safe. Make sure if you are on medication 
you have enough to last you through the trip. Also 
make sure the medication is in its proper package, and 
if prescribed, make sure the prescription bottle has 
your name on it. 

You can buy travel health insurance through a 
travel agency or the Internet. This will cover you in 
case of an accident or illness while overseas. 

But most of all, enjoy your trip, be safe and be 
adventurous. Try new foods; do not go to Rome, Paris 
or Moscow and eat at their local McDonalds or Pizza 
Hut. 

Try to meet people and do not hesitate to ask 
questions. Most people are proud of their country and 
will be more than happy to help you. 

Buy a guide to the country you are visiting from a 
local book store prior to your trip. Guides provide you 
with a lot of important information that can save you a 
lot of time and money. 


B Y NERY MEJICANO 
Contributing Writer 

[Editor ’s Note: Nery Mejicano is the Big Cypress 
special projects coordinator. The opinions he expresses 
are his own. If you would like to ask a question, please 
write to nmejicano@semtribe.com.] 

As of June 1, the U.S. government will implement 
all the requirements of the Western Hemisphere Travel 
Initiative. This will require most U.S citizens entering 
the U.S. from sea, land and air, to have a valid U.S. Pass- 
port. 

There are two kinds of passports, the Passport Card 
and the Passport Book. 

The U.S Passport Card is only valid for re-entry into 
the U.S. at land border crossings from Canada and Mex- 
ico, or by sea from the Caribbean region and Bermuda. 

The U.S. Passport Book is good for re-entry into the 
U.S. from land, sea or air. 

We are recommending that you apply and obtain the 
U.S Passport Book, since with it you can travel and re- 
turn from most countries in the world and to obtain it you 
have to meet the same requirements. 

All U.S. citizens can apply for a U.S. passport with 
very few exceptions, such as an outstanding warrant or 
overdue child support. The process of obtaining a pass- 
port is quite easy. 

Applicants who have never had a Passport must 
have an original birth certificate and a completed Pass- 
port Application Form DS-1 1 . This can be obtained at the 
Tribal Secretary’s Office in Hollywood or via the internet 
at www.travel.state.gov/passport. 

For those wishing to renew their Passport, please 
complete Renewal Form DS-82, have one form of I.D. 
such as a driver’s license or Tribal ID CDIB card (CDIB), 
two recent passport photographs which can be obtained 
at a local Walgreen’s or CVS Pharmacy. The cost is $160 
dollars for applicants age 17 and older and $145 for 
applicants 16 and under. The Passport Agency accepts 
checks, credit cards, money orders or bank drafts. 

If you need your passport within one or two weeks 
of travel you have to call the Miami Passport Agency at 
(877) 487-2778 to get an appointment. You should bring 
your confirmed airline tickets showing your travel plans. 

All applicants, including children, have to be pres- 
ent in person at the time of the application. Children need 
to be accompanied by both parents or to have a statement 
of consent by the absent parent and Form DS 3053 filled 
out. 

The Miami Passport Agency will be moving to a 
new location, we will inform you of this address, once 
this is finalized. 

There may be some Seminole Tribal citizens, espe- 
cially elders, who do not have their birth certificates. For 
those individuals you need to contact me directly so that 
I can assist in obtaining the proper documentation so you 
can obtain a passport at (954) 232-5714 or speak with my 
assistant, Denise Freund, at (863) 902-3200, Ext. 13322. 

I will be able to assist Tribal citizens with travel to 
the Miami Passport Agency the first Tuesday of each 
month. I need to know no later than the 25th of the month 
if you plan to go so I can make the appointments. 



eferred-Ultimate 


unavd & Entertainment 

Premium Seating For 

All Local & National Events 

Concerts ★ Sports ★ Theatre 

For All Events Call: 

(305) 444-TIXX (8499) (800) 881-8499 


Visit us at: www.preferredultimate.com 


Happy with our Entertainment Service? 
Try our Full Travel Service 

Cruises Hotels >)• Airlines 


305-445-6566 or (866)445-6566 
Visit us at: www.preferredultimatetravel.com 


Upcoming Events: 

Freestyle Invasion 
New Kids On The Block 
No Doubt 
Steely Dan 
Bad Company 
Kid Rock 
Lynyrd Skynyrd 
Toby Keith 
Beyonce 
Aerosmith 
WWE Smackdown 
The Offspring 
Rascal Flatts 
American Idol 
Green Day 
Marilyn Manson 
Def Leppard 
Dave Mathews Band 
Jonas Brothers 
Crue Fest 


We Deliver - All Major Credit Cards Accepted 
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EASTER 



(L-R) Cristina Tinajero and Alissa Dorgan stop by the library to decorate Easter eggs. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

The Easter Bunny welcomes the Big Cypress seniors to the egg hunt. 


Seniors Celebrate 
Easter in Big Cypress 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 


Brighton Gets Special Visit from Easter Bunny 



BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — The Brighton community 
celebrated the Easter holiday with a few visits 
from the Easter Bunny himself that included fun 
to be had by all. 

Preschool Easter 

The Easter Bunny hopped over to the Brigh- 
ton Preschool April 2 to pay a special visit to the 
children. 

The preschool classes took turns searching 
the grounds for colorful Easter eggs. The chil- 
dren ran and laughed as they searched high and 
low filling their baskets to the brim. 

Community Easter 

The Tribal youth and adults took part in the 
Easter festivities April 8 with egg hunts spon- 
sored by the Brighton Council office. 

The kids kicked the fun off in the morning 
searching for prized eggs at the Brighton Gym. 
Little ones took off looking on the slide, around 
the slide and as far as the softball fields for those 
winning eggs. 

Everyone enjoyed a bagged-lunch as the 
adults got ready for their dash for eggs. After 
lunch the adults gathered at the Culture Village 
at the Fred Smith Rodeo Arena to enjoy being a 
kid again. The adults raced each other looking 
for the brightly colored eggs. 

Senior Easter 

The seniors gathered at the Senior Center 
April 9 to celebrate the holiday with family and 
friends. 

The Senior Center was decorated with 
spring colors and tables were adorned with pink 
and yellow tulips. 

The seniors began the holiday party with a 
friendly Easter basket decorating contest. Bas- 
kets were judged by members of the Seminole 
Fire Rescue Dept. 

For the women’s division first place and 


most original went to Mable Haught. Alice 
Sweat took second place and most prettiest 
while Agnes Bert claimed third place and cutest 
basket. In the men’s contest Wonder Johns had 
an easy win taking all places and categories be- 
ing the only male to enter the competition. 

Baskets were passed out to seniors as they 
made their way outside to enjoy the much an- 


ticipated egg hunt. Seniors searched the grounds 
looking in trees and getting assistance for the 
hard to reach eggs. 

Dan Bowers was the big winner of the Eas- 
ter egg hunt snagging the first prized egg. 

The seniors cooled off after the hunt with a 
few games of Bingo and a hearty lunch. 



Rachel Buxton 

Tribal citizen Alice Sweat fills her basket to the top. 


Rachel Buxton 

Lexi Thomas, 2, searches for Easter eggs. 


BIG CYPRESS — Tribal seniors and guests enjoyed a day of fun 
and games while celebrating the Easter holiday April 8. at the Big Cy- 
press Senior Center. 

B.C. Council and Board Reps. David Cypress and Cicero Osceola 
also made appearances and enjoyed the activities along with guests from 
Hollywood and Trail. 

The day began with an egg hunt at the B.C. softball fields, followed 
by bingo, lunch, raffles (including two flat screen televisions), the jar 
guessing game, and a hat decorating contest. 

Community leader and Reverend Arlen J. Payne of the New Testa- 
ment Baptist Church also spoke briefly. In spite of a busy schedule he 
said he enjoyed spending the time and having the chance to discuss the 
meaning of Easter. 

“I appreciated the opportunity to come by and encourage the folks. I 
always will,” Payne said. “I just wanted to emphasize to everyone about 
the resurrection Christ and how it applies to our lives now.” 




Chris C. Jenkins 


Louise Billie looks at her winning raffle prize, a necklace and earring set, cour- 
tesy of President Richard Bowers Jr. 
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EASTER 


Happy Easter from Immokalee 




BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — A variety of Easter ac- 
tivities designed to encompass all age groups 
took place during the traditional spring holiday 
season. Immokalee Council Rep. Elaine Agui- 
lar, the Recreation Dept., Immokalee Seminole 
Ranch, the Senior Dept, and Family Services 
coordinated their efforts in celebration of Easter 
during the second week of April. 

Senior Celebration 

Using a wide assortment of materials, the 
Immokalee Seniors put their creative talents to 
work designing and assembling hats and bas- 
kets for entries in the Easter competitions that 
were judged at the party held at the Senior 
Center on April 8. Each project developed its 
own theme and displayed individual ingenuity, 
as well as color coordination and a generous 
amount of humor. 

Rachel Billie made a clean sweep by taking 
first place in the Best Dressed, Hat and Basket 
categories. Louise Motlow placed a close sec- 
ond and Nancy Motlow was third. 

Hand clapping and laughter filled the room, 
as Rachel Billie donned her purple hat sporting 
chicks and bunnies with a fringe of colorful 
Easter eggs. Rabbits on a field of green formed 
the background for her traditional Seminole 
skirt, while her basket praised the Creator and 
abounded with Easter treats. 

Everyone tried their hand at dying and dec- 
orating eggs. Making skillful use of paint, sten- A steady line of youngsters gathered to take turns 

oils, glitter, decals and accessories, Elizabeth Oleo and riding the horses and traveling around the ranch in the 
Nancy Motlow excelled as the Easter Bunny’s helpers. 

The lawn beside the Immokalee Administration 
Building was scattered with eggs for the Senior Hunt. 

It took only three minutes for more than 350 eggs to 
disappear. Following the scramble, everyone received a 


Rachel Billie takes first place in the Seniors’ Best Dressed, Hat and 
Basket contests. 


horse drawn carriage. The distribution of Easter treats 
followed an egg hunt and picnic lunch. 

Annual Community Celebration 
Members of the Immokalee community gathered at 
the Karen Cypress Park on April 10 for a Good Friday 
prize based upon the number of eggs collected. Awards celebration of Easter. Various portions of the ball field, 
of gift cards went to Elizabeth Oleo with two gold eggs, skate park, playground and golf range were cordoned 


and Louise Motlow and Rachel Billie found one silver off to accommodate separate age groups for the Easter 

egg hunt. A specific egg color indicated each category. 

The egg hunts began at 9 a.m. with the Seniors, fol- 
lowed by the 0 to 1 year olds and then slowly climbed 


egg apiece. 

Returning to the Senior Center, Rachel Billie won 
the first game of Bingo. Splitting a tie, Linda Frank and 
Elaine Aguilar took top honors during the second game. 


the age ladder to the adults. When the whistle blew each 


The Easter luncheon was topped off with festive holiday contestant collected as many eggs as possible in an ef- 


desserts. 

Easter Break Youth Party 

The Immokalee Seminole Ranch hosted a fun filled 
day of activities for the boys and girls of the Seminole 


fort to win gift card prizes which were awarded to the 
top three individuals collecting the most eggs. 

Competition was fierce with baskets overflowing 
and many resorting to their t-shirts to accommodate the 


community on April 9. The Easter break event included excess. Good natured joking, rough and tumble horse 
a water park, slide, bounce houses and a series of orga- play and laughter echoed across the park. Babies and 


nized games. 


This is the first year that Gage Osceola has been able to pick up his own eggs. 


toddlers were ecstatic and many were reluctant to give 
up their eggs for the count. 

Joy and laughter proved to be con- 
tagious. As the groups grew older, they 
became noisier and the crowd cheered 
louder in support of their family mem- 
bers and friends. 

Carnival rides and games of chance 
entertained the group following a short 
break for lunch. Toddlers and preschool- 
ers played the Easter bean bag toss and 
the Rabbit ring games, while their older 
brothers and sisters attempted more 
daredevil adventures. 

Then it was off to the skateboard 
park, where the “Too Good for Drugs” 
kids put on an exhibition. Three of the 
top skaters entered the Best Trick Chal- 
lenge. 

Allotted 60 second time limits, the 
young men tackled the assortment of 
ramps for their speed and trick maneu- 
vers during the first run. Moving to the 
half pipe, the exercises became more 
intense and breathe taking. A perfect Ol- 
lie off the top gave Christopher Briscoll 
the edge he needed for first place. The 
four judges combined their evaluations 
and declared a second place tie for Billy 
Walker and Kenny Joe Davis, Jr. 

Eggs were gently passed back and 
forth during the Easter Egg Toss with 
little mishap until the gap began to wid- 
en dramatically. Tosses became throws 
and then grand slams. A good catch, but 
a cracked egg could turn into a disaster 
in a matter of seconds. Many a partner 
ended up dripping with scrabbled egg, 
while the audience rocked with laughter. 



Judy Weeks 


(L-R) Immokalee Tribal Council Liaison Elaine Aguilar, Mary Sanchez, Linda Frank and Nancy Motlow compete in a tie breaker 
for first and second place team standings in the Egg Toss. 

Easter Competition Results 

Egg Hunt: Seniors: 1 . Elaine Aguilar, 2. Nancy Motlow, 3. Linda Frank, 4. Louise Motlow. 0-1:1. Denise Gonzales, 2. Ange- 
lina Yzaguirre, 3. Allie Rae Mclnturff. 2-4: 1 . Madison Martinez, 2. T.C. Sanchez, 3. Rosalinda Jimmie. 5-7: 1 . K. J. Davis, 

2. Ayanna Gonzales, 3. Kaden Grimaldo. 8-11: 1. Kenny Joe Davis, Jr., 2. Ashley Faz, 3. Dennis Gonzales. 12-17: 1. Billy 
Fewell, 2. Christopher Briscoll, 3. Eliza Mora. 1 8-54: 1 . Kenny Joe Davis, Sr., 2. Erica Mata, 3. Peter Martinez. 

Egg Toss: 5-7: 1 . K.J. Davis / Kaden Grimaldo, 2. Cameron Garza / Jaliyah Arteaga, 3. Curtis Motlow / Marina Garcia. 

8-1 1 : 1 . Jon Jimmie / Jonah Alvarado, 2. Makayla Gonzales / Alicia Mora, 3. Kenny Joe Davis, Jr. / Ashley Faz. 12-17: 

1 . Deidra Hall / Demi Garza, 2. Jade Tapia / Eliza Mora, 3. Kenny Joe Davis, Jr. / Trey Boone. 1 8-36: 1 . Michael Alvarez / 
Ashley Billie, 2. Juanita Martinez / Peter Martinez, 3. Lorena Arteaga / Noe Martinez. 37-54: 1 . Gayle Boone / Virginia Bil- 
lie, 2. Jonnie Jimmie / Ronnie Jimmie, 3. Sylvia Marrero / Juan Tapia. Seniors: 1 . Mary Sanchez / Gayle Boone, 2. Nancy 
Motlow / Deidra Hall, 3. Linda Frank / Cheyenne Mclnturff. 



Marisol Gonzalez 


The 3-year-old class finds as many Easter eggs as possible with the help of the Easter Bunny. 


Hollywood Preschoolers Hunt for Eggs 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Hollywood preschool 
gathered on the ball field in search of Easter treats on 
April 2. 

All ages were present for the annual festivities, 
parents and children also greeted the special visitor Mr. 
Easter Bunny. 


Mr. Bunny shook his tail and shared his Easter eggs 
with the children from his basket. 

Each class took turns in running out on the field and 
grabbed the colorful candy filled eggs. 

The preschool teachers assisted filling and hiding 
the eggs for the children. They ended the day with group 
pictures with the Easter Bunny himself. 



Marisol Gonzalez 


The 4-year-old class joins in the Easter festivities on the Hollywood ball field on April 2. 



(L-R) Sontino Billie and Kaleb Doctor with the Easter Bunny. 


BC Community Celebrates Easter 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Tribal community, em- 
ployees and guests gathered for a celebration in faith 
and spirituality on April 9. 

Sponsored by the Big Cypress Tribal Council of- 
fice, the annual Big Cypress Community Easter Lun- 
cheon had pictures, Easter baskets and an appearance 
by the Easter Bunny for all to enjoy. 

Tribal citizen Paul “Cowbone” Buster entertained 
with music, and also offered words of wisdom on the 
meaning of the Easter holiday. 

“Sometimes we worry about our mortgage, our car 
and other things like that which are of this world,” Bust- 
er said. “But what about our souls? Jesus paid for that.” 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress and BC Tribal Council 
Rep. David Cypress stopped by the event to share in the 
festivities, while community clergymen offering greet- 
ings and their perspective on the meaning of the day. 

“Everyday we have is a blessing from the Lord,” 
Pastor Bruce Pratt expressed. “The wonderful gift God 
gave us was his son Jesus Christ. The greatest weapon 
the enemy has, Jesus broke and he came back.” 

“Because of Jesus’ victory and Him coming back, it 
was a blessing,” Pratt added. 

Each year, the Easter holiday celebrates the resur- 
rection of Jesus Christ from the dead three days after his 
crucifixion, according to the Christian faith and scrip- 
ture. Many Christian denominations also celebrate the 
day on what is known as Easter Sunday, held two days 
after Good Friday. 



Tribal citizen Paul “Cowbone” Buster entertains the guests 
with his spiritual song selections. 
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MOTHER’S DAY 




Naples Community Takes Moms Out to Dinner 


President Bowers Joins in for Community Event 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 


NAPLES — Families from the Naples 
community congregated at the Capital Grille 
for a gourmet dinner in celebration of Moth- 
er ’s Day on the evening of May 6 at an event 
titled “For Being You and All that You Do.” 

Cultural Outreach Specialist Sandy 
Osceola organized the event and provided a 
bud vase and flowers for the youngsters to 
present as a tribute to each of their mothers. 
President Richard Bowers Jr. and his wife, 
Anna, pinned floral corsages on each of the 
mothers, while distributing gifts of tradition- 
al beaded jewelry. 

“While many people touch our lives 
Judy Weeks and make it a worthwhile journey through 

President Richard Bowers Jr. proposes a toast one can be compared to our moth- 

for Mother’s Day. ers, "resident Bowers said. Without them 


we would not be here. It is important that we 
think about them all year long, not just on 
this one special occasion.” 

Asking all of the men in the room to 
join him, President Bowers lifted his glass 
for a toast. 

“This is in tribute to all of the wonderful 
mothers here this evening, those who have 
gone on before us, and those who are about 
to produce the next generation.” 

Laughing, President Bowers said: 

“Chairman Mitchell Cypress is here with us 
this evening in spirit even though he appears 
invisible to you. Unfortunately, none of us 
can be in two places at once, so he went to 
Fort Pierce and I came here. He sends his 
best wishes for a Happy Mother’s Day.” 

Naples Liaison OB Osceola Jr. sent a 
special greeting via a written letter. 

“The world is full of people of many 
colors, cultures and diverse opinions, but we 
all share one thing in common, our moth- 
ers,” his letter said. “They are the most im- 
portant women in our lives and everyday 
should be Mother’s Day.” 

All of the mothers were gathered to- 
gether for special recognition and a group 

photograph was taken in remembrance of All of the mothers of the Naples community 
the occasion. (C) for a commemorative photo. 


Judy Weeks 

Richard Bowers, Jr. and his wife, Anna, 


(L-R) Anna Bowers, Tahama Osceola and President Richard Bowers Jr. celebrate Mother’s Day with 

the Naples community. The children of the Naples community present each mother with a vase and flowers. 


Melinda Guerue gives her mom, Ciara Billie- 
Guerue, a flower for Mother’s Day. 


Seniors Celebrate Mother’s Day with Bowling Tournament 

Participants Play Regular, No Tap, 3 - 6-9 Games at Competition 

BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

LAKE PLACID, Fla. — The seniors 
gathered at Lake Placid Royal Palms bowl- 
ing lanes in Lake Placid, Fla. May 7 to honor 
mothers, grandmothers, aunts and special la- 
dies, and to remember late friends. 

The Mother’s Day bowling tournament 
was in remembrance of late seniors Lottie 
Baxley, Jack Micco, Jimmy Scott Osceola, 

Jack Smith Sr., Alice Snow, Elsie Smith and 
Rosie Billie. To remember their dear friends 
and family, a table was decorated with pho- 
tos of each. 

Pastor Wonder Johns started the day off 
with a prayer thanking the Lord for friends 
and family. 

The friendly competition then kicked 
off with a three-game format with one Regu- 
lar Game, one 3-6-9 Game and one No Tap 
Game. 

Seniors cheered fellow friends on as 
they rolled their balls down the lanes. Hap- 
py Jones rubbed her ball for good luck be- 
fore sending it down the long narrow alley. 

Mable Haught held her bright pink ball high 
aiming for the center. 

Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Roger 
Smith gave his fellow seniors high-fives, 
smiles and nods as they cleared their pins. 

Following bowling, seniors joined to- 
gether again at the Golden Corral in Lake 
Placid to enjoy a hearty meal and fellowship 
with friends. 



Rachel Buxton 


Director of Elder Services Leah Minnick takes 
part in the Mother’s Day festivities. 





Mable Haught concentrates hard on making her shot. 




Rachel Buxton 
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MOTHER’S DAY 


Seniors Celebrate Mother’s Day During Outing 


Stops Made at Long Key Nature Center and Natural Area Park, More 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

DAVIE, Fla. — Hollywood’s 
Tribal seniors gathered together a few 
days shy of Mother’s Day on May 8 
with a full slate of activities. 

The day began with a visit to the 
Long Key Nature Center and Natural 
Area Park where the seniors learned 
about one more county facility dedi- 
cated to telling the story of the Tribe. 

“This year we decided to go to a 
place to reconnect and go back in time 
a little,” said Hollywood Senior Center 
Site Manager Patricia Ferreira. “They 
liked all of it and a lot of them had no 
idea it was even there.” 

“Mother’s Day is one of those spe- 
cial days of the year of course because 
that is where we came from,” Ferreira 
added. “Mom is the backbone of the 
family and that is what I was always 
taught.” 


At more than 2,300 square feet in 
size, the center touches on the history 
of the Seminoles and the Tequesta Na- 
tive Americans on Long Key. 

Many of the seniors, including 
Jimmie Osceola, remember the site of 
the park, formally the Kapok Tree Res- 
taurant. 

He explained that he remembers 
the good times of Mother’s Day with 
his late mother, Mary Motlow, filled 
with many dinners and gifts. 

“We had some exciting times for 
Mother’s Day,” said Osceola, “ft was 
always good to spend time with her. 
She was quiet, but she made things in 
life exciting for us.” 

The day also included lunch at the 
Olive Garden restaurant and shopping 
at Wal-Mart. 

Last year, the group visited the 
Morikami Museum and Japanese Gar- 
dens in Delray Beach, Fla. during their 
Mother’s Day outing. 




Chris C. Jenkins 


Dorothy Tucker in front of a life sized Florida wetlands post- 
er at the Long Key Nature Center and Natural Area Park. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


David Jumper takes a look at the Everglades model display that depicts the settlement The Osceola family (L-R) Maggie, Betty and Jimmie, next to 
and draining of the area. a picture of their grandmother. 


Mother’s Day ... The Most Important Day of the Year 


Our mothers have been our inspiration 
throughout our life. We should be celebrating 
our mom’s everyday. They have looked after 
us, taught us our culture, been there to wipe 
our tears when we are down and cheered for 
us when things were going right. 

I am grateful that my mother, Mary Fran- 
ces Cypress, is here for me because she is my 
rock and my strength. Just knowing that my 
mom is around gives me the extra courage to 
continue to strive for the best for my people. 

Please give you mom a kiss on the cheek 
and thank her for all she has sacrificed for you. 
Cherish the time you have with her and let her 
know she is loved. 




Mitchell Cypress 

Chairman, Seminole Tribe of Florida 



Seminoles Mother's Day Tribute 


Waa Cha The 

My most vivid memories about my mother 
are that everyone was greeted with a hand- 
shake and during church she enjoyed singing 
her favorite hymns. After church, she would 
make sure all the people had something to eat. 
This is a small tribute to my mother, the late 
Marion Cypress Bowers. 

Just looking back I felt the need to share 
this with you because if your mother is still 
with us, I encourage all of you to share your 
life with her. This will make her most happy to 
laugh with her and show her respect, not only 
on Mother’s Day, but every day because of all 
the things she has shared with you. 

Father, I thank you for our Godly Seminole 
mothers. Thank you for family. Thank you for 
children and grandchildren. Show us ways to 
demonstrate that we love and appreciate all 
our Mothers. As we humbly give our thanks on 
Mother’s Day. 


Sho Naa Bish, 



en Neh ta Ke 



Richard Bowers Jr. 

President, Board of Directors 


Community Honors Moms at Casino Dinner 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKAI.i l — The Immokalee 
community celebrated Mother’s Day in 
the lavishly-decorated Special Events 
Room at the Seminole Casino-Immo- 
kalee on the evening of May 8. 

At the event, a three course gour- 
met dinner, President Richard Bowers Jr. 
handed out gifts of appreciation to all of 
the Tribal mothers. 

“Hold your mother in your arms as 
she once held you,” President Bowers 
said. “The day will come when she will 
be gone and you will only be able to hold 
her in your heart. We owe so much to our 
mothers that every day should be Moth- 
er’s Day.” 

Immokalee Tribal Council Liaison 
Elaine Aguilar also offered words to the 
audience about the importance of moth- 
ers. 

“Looking around the room, I see 
some families represented by four gen- 
erations this evening,” Liaison Aguilar 
said. “You are so fortunate to have your 
mother, grandmother and great-grand- 
mother to share this wonderful celebra- 
tion.” 

Continuing Aguilar said: “I read 
something the other day that I want to 


share with you. ‘When we are 4 years old, 
mommy can do anything. When we reach 
12, she doesn’t know nearly as much and 
by 1 8, we can’t understand how she man- 
ages to be so out of touch with reality. “At 
25 we notice that mom’s growing smarter 
all the time and by 35 we look forward to 
her opinion.’ From that point forward we 
are very lucky to still have our mothers to 
share our lives.” 

“Don’t take her for granted,” she 
added. “Love her and cherish your time 
with her before you are left with her 
memories to carry in your heart.” 

Each of the Immokalee mothers re- 
ceived a monogrammed tote bag, bath 
robe, lotion and perfume. In addition, 
raffle tickets were drawn for the prizes 
including three Seminole jackets and four 
patchwork aprons. Each of the seniors re- 
ceived a large festive floral centerpiece. 

Grand prize winners were Nannette 
Cypress, Demi Garza, and Ruth Osceola. 
Gift cards were awarded to Mary Lou Al- 
varado for the best traditional outfit, and 
Cecilia Pequeno for best non-traditional 
outfit. 

To give young mothers a night off, 
a children’s entertainment area provided 
games, arts and crafts. A professional 
photographer supplied family portraits 
throughout the evening. 



Judy Weeks 

President Richard Bowers Jr. with Louise Motlow at the 
Mother’s Day dinner. 



Immokalee mothers gather around President Richard Bowers Jr. and his wife, Anna, (C) at the Mother’s Day celebration. 



Little Denise Gonzales gives her mom, Susan Davis, a big hug for Mother’s Day. 



Immokalee Tribal Council Liaison Elaine Aguilar Virginia Billie models the Seminole patchwork 
talks about the importance of mothers. jacket she won in the Mother’s Day raffle. 
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Tribal Citizens Attend 5th Annual Watermelon Festival 


Car Show, Rib Cook-Off, More Round Out Activities at Festivai 


5th Annual Watermelon Festival Results 



Marisol Gonzalez 

Dayra Koenes flies in mid air on one of many activities 
available for the children during the festival. 


BY MARISO L GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Members of the 
Big Cypress community attended the 5th 
annual Watermelon Festival on the ball field 
of the Big Cypress Reservation on May 9. 
The event featured fun-filled competi- 



Marisol Gonzalez 


Big Cypress Board Rep. Cicero Osceola prepares 
his winning ribs which earned him first place in 
the Rib Cook-Off. 


tions, and of course plenty of wa- 
termelons. From watermelon eat- 
ing contests to seed spitting, the 
only edible part left of the water- 
melon after the competitors were 
done was the rind. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress 
took top honors in the seed spitting 
competition as he managed to get 
a seed more than 19’ 5” from the 
starting point. Kennedy Huggins of 
the 9-12 age group came close with 
18’ 10” launch. 

Attendees also competed in 
the watermelon eating competi- 
tion in which they had between 30 
and 60 seconds to eat as much of 
the watermelon as they could. Ka- 
din Tommie, Mya Cypress, Darius 
Friday, Levi Billie, Victor Morales 
and Dolly Tecumseh placed first in 
their respective age categories. 

Children of all ages attended 
the event, which also included 
games of horseshoes, a car show 
for participants to show off their 
wheels, and a cooking competi- 
tion for them to show off their ap- 
petites. 

The Rib Cook-Off gave attendees a 
chance to sample some of their community 
members’ culinary creations and also voted 
for a people’s choice award to decide whose 
tasted the best. Competitors marinated the 
ribs onsite with everything from salt and 
pepper to soda. 


Big Cypress Board Rep. Cicero Osceo- 
la took first place in the cook-off. This was 
his first time competing in a cooking compe- 
tition and he said his ribs had secret ingredi- 
ents which he could not reveal. 

Third place rib cook-olf winner Michael 
Onco Jr. said he wished there was more 
competition this year. Onco also entered and 
placed in the car show competition. 

Bungee jumping, water slides and even 
basketball booths were set up for the chil- 
dren and parents to enjoy. 

The event was sponsored by the Big Cy- 
press Tribal Council and Board offices, with 
additional assistance from the Big Cypress 
Recreation Dept. Recreation Dept. Manager 
Stan Frischman emceed the event with die 
help of the Recreation Dept, staff members 
including Brenda Castro and Sherry King. 

“Thank you to everyone that came out 
and participated in this year’s festival,” 
Frischman said. 

He added that he was happy to see the 
large crowd, departments, employees and 
community members unite despite the high 
temperatures. 

Contributing departments including 
Utilities, Health, Broadcasting, Seminole 
Police and Fitness had educational and 
game booths set up at the event for attend- 
ees to partake in. Some booths had a car- 
nival theme with games and prizes, while 
employees at others distributed information 
pertaining to their department and answered 
questions from Tribal citizens. 

The Glades Men band provided live, 
musical entertainment at the festival and 
performed requests from the audience. 



Watermelon Eating 

Ages 3-5: 1 . Kadin Tommie, 2. Anthony 
Avalos, 3. Harmony Cypress; Ages 6-8: 1 . 
Mya Cypress, 2. Katessa Kirkland, 3. Gregorio 
Reiynosa; Ages 9-12: 1 . Darius Friday, 2. Si- 
erra Kirkland, 3. Caitlin Cypress; Ages 13-17: 

1 . Levi Billie, 2. Marc Kirkland, 3. Taylor Pratt; 
Ages 1 8-54: 1 . Victor Morales, 2. Neal Bowers, 

3. Jennifer Chadwick; Ages 55 and Older: 1 . 
Dolly Tecumseh, 2. Janice Osceola, 3. Earl 
Kirkland. 

Seed Spitting 

Ages 3-5: 1 . Amaya Solano, 2. Harmony 
Cypress, Ages 6-8: 1 . Romeo Garcia, 2. 
Valholly Frank, 3. Lindsey Posada; Ages 9-1 2: 

1 . Kennedy Huggins, 2. Gregorio Reiynosa, 

3. Caitlin Cypress; Ages 13-17: No Winners; 
Ages 18-54: 1 . Cicero Osceola, 2. Dominique 
Fletcher, 3. Tasha Davidson; Ages 55 and 
Older: 1 . Mitchell Cypress, 2. Keeno King, 3. 
Ronnie Billie. 

Horseshoes 

Seniors: Men’s Singles: 1 . Bruce Pratt, 2. Walt 
Swan, 3. Frank Wells; Women’s Singles: 1 . 
Sarah Kirkland, 2. Bess Bowlegs, 3. Louise 
Osceola. 

Singles: Women’s Division: 1. Renee Tigertail, 

2. Beverly Alumbaugh, 3. Kelli Tigertail; Men’s 
Division: 1 . Joe B. Osceola, 2. Keeno King, 3. 

Billy Johns. 

Co-Ed Doubles: 1 . Billy Johns/Daisy Jumper, 
2. Joe Billie/Renee Tigertail, 3. Cicero Osceola/ 
Carlene Dicarlo. 


Car Show 
Cars 

Classic: 1 . Moses “Bigg” Jumper Jr., 2. Pedro 
Aguilar; Custom Classic: 1 . Eric Osceola, 

2. Ronnie Billie Jr., 3 Eric Osceola; Classic 
Muscle: 1 . Klaressa Osceola, 2. Dion Sanders, 

3. Eric D. Sanders Jr.; Tuner: 1 . Victor Becerra, 
2. Jamie Onco, 3. Michael Onco, Luxury: 1 . 
Lorraine Posada, 2. Mario Posada III, 3. Jen- 
nifer Chadwick; Medium: 1 . Sonny Billie, 2. 
Chris Betancourt, 3. David Gomez. 
Trucks 

Jeeps: 1 . Moses “Bigg” Jumper Jr., 2. George 
Grasshopper, 3. Pete Osceola Jr., Classic, 

1. Mariann Billie, 2. Ronnie Billie, 3. George 
Grasshopper; 2-Door, 1 . Jay Mullis, 2. Jona- 
than Bhagwandin, 3. Bill Bevenue; Full Size 
4 X 4: 1 . Sandy Billie Jr., 2. Mariann Billie, 3. 
Jamie Onco; SUV: 1 . Sara Osceola, 2. Jadrien 
Antuna; 4X4 Off-Road: 1 . Julius I. Billie, 2. 
Arica Osceola, 3. Joe Junior Billie. 

Motorcycles 

Street Bikes: 1 . Dylayee Solano, 2. Nathan Bil- 
lie, 3. Michael Onco Jr.; Hogs: 1 Tim Marin. 

Other Vehicles 

Rez Ride: 1 . Ronnie Billie, 2. Ronnie Billie, 3. 
Ronnie Billie; Golf Cart: 1 . Julius I. Billie, 2. 
Talisha Leach, 3. Lu Billie; Side X Side: 1 . Kei- 
Ya-Le Osceola; Bicycle: 1 . Presleigh Osceola- 
Hahn. 2. Draven Osceola-Hahn, 3. Ronnie 
Billie; ATV 4 X 4: 1 . Eric Osceola; ATV: 1 . Justin 
Osceola; ATV-Race: 1 . Eric Osceola; Side X 
Side: 1. Julius I. Billie. 


Rib Cook-Off 

Tribal: 1 . Cicero Osceola, 2. Joe Herrera, 3. 
Michael Onco; Non-Tribal: 1. Rick Alumbaugh, 
2. No Winner; 3. Carter Clough. 


General Categories 

Best Interior: 1 . Justin Osceola; Best Sound: 1 . 
Justin Osceola, 2. Toi Andrews, 3. Levi Billie; 
Best At Show: 1 Sonny Billie. 


(L-R) Draven and Presleigh Osceola-Hahn take first and second place in the bicycle category of the 
Car Show. 
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Chairman Mitchell Cypress beat out his competition to place Presleigh Osceola-Hahn enjoys her watermelon before leav- 
first in the Seed Spitting Competition. ing the festival. 










Tribal Citizen 
Prepares for 
Overseas Play 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Young, talented and 
blessed are good ways to describe Tribal citizen 
Jerome Davis Jr. 

Many can only imagine sharing his upcom- 
ing journey as he prepares to travel the world 
visiting the likes of Italy, Spain, France and 
Greece. 

Soon he will be able to explore his potential, 
fulfill his dreams and hopefully reach stardom as 
a professional basketball player. 

According to Team Florida Basketball Di- 
rector Lisa Ingram and President Ken Patrick, 
Davis and seven other players will make the trek 
overseas for 20 days to begin workouts toward 
the goal of playing in the pro ranks beginning 
July 6. 

It is a journey the 21-year-old looks forward 
to. It will also be a first for the Hollywood Hills 
High School graduate on many levels. It will be 
his first time outside the United States; he will 
also be the first Seminole to go pro through Team 
Florida, and it will be the first time an exception 
has been made for an athlete his age. 

Ingram said potential first year college stu- 
dents ages 18-20 are normally in Team Florida’s 
target age range. Davis, however, is an exception 
to the rule this time. 

“It will be a very educational thing for these 
kids that have never been out of the country,” 
Ingram said. 

Please see DAVIS on page 2A 


Preschoolers 
Prepare for 
Their Next Step 

Graduation Ceremony Held 
for Senior Students 

BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Brighton’s senior pre- 
schoolers took the next step in their academic 
careers as they walked across the stage to re- 
ceive their diplomas at the preschool graduation 
held May 20 in the Brighton Gym. 

Master of ceremonies John Madrigal wel- 
comed family, friends and teachers to the cer- 
emony. Parents of the graduating preschoolers 
sat in the center with individual posters decorat- 
ed with pictures of their child designating their 
seats. 

Brighton Board of Directors Rep. Johnnie 
Jones Sr. made his way to the stage to congratu- 
late the senior preschoolers. 

“This is one of the biggest steps in their 
life,” said Rep. Jones. “The best way to be with 
the kids is to show them and teach them what 
to do.” 

The preschoolers made their way onto the 
stage for the flag salute. Lined up across the 
stage, the graduating children said the pledge 
of allegiance to the American flag and then in 
their native Creek language said the pledge to 
the Seminole flag. 

Continuing in their Creek language the chil- 
dren serenaded the crowd singing “10 Little In- 
dians” and “Ace’s.” After singing, the students 
made their way off the stage in preparation for 
their individual introductions. 

One by one the students came on stage and 

Please see PRESCHOOL on page 2A 


Tribal Council Holds 
Special Meeting 

BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Tribal Council con- 
vened for a special meeting in the Big Cypress 
Community Center on May 20. 

Prior to discussing and passing the resolu- 
tions, the council listened to presentations. 

First, Seminole Gaming CEO Jim Allen pre- 
sented Bob Luciano of Bally Technologies with 
the first gaming machine his company installed 
when Luciano began providing machines to the 
Tribe. Following that, several Seminole Police 
Dept, officers received recognition for various 
achievements, which included community rec- 
ognition. 

The Tribal Council passed 27 resolutions at 
the meeting, 16 from the Consent Agenda and 1 1 

Please see COUNCIL on page 2A 



Stephen Galla 

(L-R) Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. David Cypress, Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr., Big Cypress Board of Directors Rep. Paul Bowers Sr., Brighton Board of Directors Rep. 
Johnnie Jones Sr., Hollywood Board of Directors Rep. Marcellus Osceola Jr. and Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Andrew Bowers Jr. at the Inauguration event. 


Inauguration Ceremony Brings In Leadership 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD As part of in- 
auguration ceremonies June 1, the new- 
ly-elected Tribal Council and Board of 
Directors members swore in to their 
positions beneath the historic Council 
Oak tree, located on the grounds of the 
Seminole Casino-Hollywood. 

Big Cypress/Immokalee Tribal 
Council Rep. David Cypress, Brighton/ 
Tampa Tribal Council Rep. Andrew J. 
Bowers Jr., Hollywood/Ft. Pierce Trib- 
al Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr., 
Big Cypress/Immokalee Board Rep. 
Paul Bowers Sr., Hollywood/Ft. Pierce 
Board Rep. Marcellus W. Osceola Jr. 
and Brighton/Tampa Board Rep. John- 
nie Jones Sr. all took an oath of office 
to begin work in their elected positions 
before a crowd of family, friends and 
Tribal employees. 

The three outgoing officials, Hol- 
lywood/Ft. Pierce Board Rep. Gloria 
Wilson, Brighton/Tampa Tribal Coun- 
cil Rep. Roger Smith and Big Cypress/ 
Immokalee Board Rep. Cicero Osceo- 
la, each offered thoughts and remarks 


about their time in office. 

Bureau of Indian Affairs-Seminole 
Agency Acting Superintendent Ben 
Picotte presided over the swearing in 
procedures. The elected officials then 
addressed the audience, speaking about 
their goals, hopes and responsibilities. 

“They always say that history is 
being made every day in our culture 
and this is just another part of that,” 
said Brighton/Tampa Board Rep. John- 
nie Jones Sr. “When I first got in, I 
said my intentions were to represent 
the community and that is what I have 
done. I think I have been successful be- 
cause they supported me and gave me 
a chance.” 

Rep. Jones will be serving his 
fourth term on the Board of Directors. 

Another long-term elected official, 
Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola 
Jr., has represented the Hollywood 
Reservation for the past 24 years. 

“Our responsibility as a Coun- 
cil today is to make sure every Tribal 
member is taken care of,” he said. 
“Historically, our hunters would go out 

Please see INAUGURATION on page 10A 



Newly-elected Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Andrew Bowers Jr. (Near Right) and other members of 
Tribal Council and Board of Directors greet Tribal citizens and guests after the ceremony. 


A Star is Born at Brighton Veterans’ Building Grand Opening 



Rachel Buxton 

A view of the star-shaped Seminole Veterans’ Building from the air at the May 28 opening. 


Building Designed in Shape 

BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Community mem- 
bers, employees, surrounding county dip- 
lomats and even a state congressman came 
out to honor and support past and present 
Seminole warriors at the Brighton Veter- 
ans’ Building grand opening ceremony, 
held May 28 in Brighton. 

“It’s been a long time coming,” said 
master of ceremonies and Seminole vet- 
eran Andrew Bowers Jr. 

Pastor Wonder Johns, also a Seminole 
veteran, began the ceremony by giving the 
invocation where he prayed for the protec- 
tion of the U.S. armed forces. 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida Color 
Guard held their flags high and marched on 
stage. 

Members of the Color Guard included 
Army veteran Stephen Bowers carrying 
the U.S. flag, Marine Corps veteran Paul 
Bowers Sr. carrying the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida flag, Army veteran Joe Osceola 
Jr. carrying the Seminole Tribe of Florida 


of a Star Unveiled to Public 

Veteran flag, Air Force veteran David Billy 
carrying the state of Florida flag and Navy 
veteran David Nunez carrying the Prisoner 
of War and Missing in Action flag. 

The Color Guard displayed the col- 
ors at attention arms while students from 
Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School took 
the stage for the Pledge of Allegiance. 

With colors still at attention, Victoria 
Osceola of the Naples community sang the 
National Anthem. Following the anthem, 
the Color Guard posted the colors. 

The students from Pemayetv Emahakv 
performed a musical presentation of the 
song “This Land is Our Land” in their na- 
tive Creek language. 

Students from the Ahfachkee School 
on the Big Cypress Reservation sang their 
rendition of the same song in their native 
Mikasuki language. 

During the ceremony Tribal officials, 
Tribal royalty and dignitaries were recog- 
nized. 

“Today we have been blessed to have 

Please see VETERANS on page 11A 
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DAVIS 

From page 1A 


The two met several years ago while 
Davis participated in the Lisa Ingram In- 
ternational Invitational Basketball Tourna- 
ment. Her annual event recently took place 


this month June 12-14 at the Hollywood 
Gym. 

“He had a great charisma and saw the 
floor very well,” Ingram acknowledged. 
“He looked like he could play every posi- 
tion.” 

Standing at 6’2”, the quiet, reserved 
dynamo can play the point guard, shooting 


guard and small forward positions. How- 
ever, he said there are improvements he 
needs to make in his game. 

“I still need to work on my ball han- 
dling,” he admitted. 

It has been a long road for Davis and 
one which he feels has prepared him for his 
present journey 

After a stint with a southern California 
junior college, he decided to return home 
but has been spending a lot of time sharp- 
ening his game in leagues throughout Bro- 
ward County. 

“Jerome will be one of the main assets 
for us,” Ingram said. “When his mother 
came to me I just realized that college is 
just not for him.” 

“I want him to go big to show that he 
does not have to have a college backing 
him,” Ingram pointed out. 

Ingram also made it clear that neither 
she nor the Team Florida organization will 
receive any payments or perks from Davis 
signing to play with a team. He is currently 
represented by sports agent Pedro Powers 
of United World Sports out of Miami. 

“I just really like him and think he 
could make an extreme difference [over 
seas],” she said. “He is a nice kid and has 
a lot of talent.” 

“He is also very coachable, a good 
shooter, he is strong, and has great court 
awareness,” she said. 

Davis’ mother Patricia Wilcox has 
also been impressed by his dedication. 

“I feel it is all well deserved because 


he has worked so hard,” Wilcox said. “He 
has worked very hard and has trained at the 
gym every day and he has never given up.” 

“He is dedicated to basketball and if 
he is not doing that then he is going crazy,” 
she added. 

Hollywood Recreation Dept. Basket- 
ball Coach and former teammate Carlos 
Adamson has seen a marked development 
in his game. 

“He has always had the athletic abil- 
ity, but the biggest improvement in his 
game has been his mental approach,” Ad- 
amson explained. “Instead of just stepping 
on to the court and playing basketball, he 
now knows what he is doing.” 

Davis said he hopes to follow in the 
steps of two other high profile overseas 
hoopsters, Brandon Jennings and Ricard 
“Ricky” Rubio. Both have already made 
the leap to the professional leagues outside 
the U.S. without college experience. 

Jennings is most recognized as the first 
player to play for a European team rather 
than for a college basketball team in 2008 
due to the National Basketball Association 
(NBA) placing an age restriction rule on 
entrants into its draft in 2006. 

Rubio became the youngest player 
ever to play in the Spanish Association of 
Basketball Club League in 2005. 

All three share the same ultimate goal 
of playing in the NBA someday. 

For more information on Team Florida 
please call Lisa Ingram at (754)422-3828. 



PRESCHOOL 

From page 1A 


introduced themselves to the audience, 
saying their name and their parents’ names. 

After introductions the children gath- 
ered on stage together again to sing to the 
crowd. The students got the crowd laugh- 


Class of 2009 Brighton 
Preschool Graduates 


Jahcole Arnold 
Alanis Baker 
Jaytron Baker 
Pherian Baker 
Kenai Billie 
Caleb Burton 
Leilani Burton 
Mariah Garner 
Shyla Holata 
Tehya Howard 
Corey Jumper 


Diego Meras 
Tammy Martinez 
Alice Osceola 
Edie Robbins 
Jamie Smith 
Lashae Tellez 
Elle Thomas 
Tatiana Torres 
Karlyne Urbina 
Joss Youngblood 


ing with their dance moves and English 
renditions of “Baby Fish” and “Tooty-ta.” 

For a brief walk down memory lane a 
senior slide show played snapshots of each 
graduating student. Baby photos popped 
up along with memorable pictures of the 
young children during their short but so far 
eventful lives. 

Following the slideshow was a rose 
presentation. Students walked in one at 
a time and presented their parents with a 
single rose and a great big hug. As the stu- 
dents walked down the aisle Madrigal read 
bios on each child including what their fa- 
vorite color and food are, along with what 
they want to be when they grow up. 

Rep. Jones took the stage to make 
the graduation official by handing out the 
well-deserved diplomas. 

Students shook Rep. Jones’ hand as he 
handed them their diplomas and switched 
their tassel over conferring their next step 
academically. 

“This is a proud moment,” said Rep. 

Jones. 

The soon-to-be kindergartners receive bags filled with school supplies for the up-coming year. 



Rachel Buxton 


COUNCIL 

From page 1A 


from the Regular Agenda. The following 
items came from the Consent Agenda: 

Resolution 9: Release of interest in a 
homesite from Bruce Harvey Deitz - Hol- 
lywood Seminole Indian reservation. 

Resolution 10: Issuance of a new 
homesite lease to Trishana Mary Storm - 
Hollywood Seminole Indian reservation. 

Resolution 1 1 : Service line agreement 
(355’ x 5’) between Embarq and Seminole 
Tribe of Florida for location of a telephone 
line to the homesite of Mariann Ruby Bil- 
lie - Big Cypress Seminole Indian reserva- 
tion. 

Resolution 12: Service line agreement 
(100’ x 20’) between Glades Electric Co- 


operative, Inc. and Seminole Tribe of Flor- 
ida for location of an electric power line to 
the Pemayetv Emahakv (Charter School) - 
Brighton Seminole Indian reservation. 

Resolution 13: Fifth Amendment 
to annual work plan 21 submitted to the 
South Florida Water Management District 
by the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 

Resolution 14: U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency funding request for 
fiscal year 2010 general assistance in en- 
vironmental programs for the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida for all Seminole Indian 
reservations. 

Resolution 15: Tribal response pro- 
gram fiscal year 2010 grant application to 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
for all reservations of the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida for the purpose of public health 
and cultural use preservation. 


Resolution 16: U.S. Department of 
Energy grant application for funding of the 
fiscal year 2010 Seminole Tribe of Florida 
energy efficiency and conservation pro- 
gram for all Seminole Indian reservations. 

Resolution 17: Universal weather and 
aviation, Inc. non-exclusive software li- 
cense agreement and software support and 
services agreement. 

Resolution 18: U.S. Department of the 
Interior, Office of Aircraft Services aircraft 
rental agreement. 

Resolution 19: DirecTV, Inc., third 
amendment to agreement for DBS satellite 
exhibition of programming. 

Resolution 20: Request to the U.S. 
Department of the Interior, Bureau of In- 
dian Affairs to enter into a consultation 
agreement with WHPacific, Inc. to update 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida Indian res- 
ervation roads inventory, long range trans- 
portation plan review, cost to construct 
estimate, roadway pavement analysis and 
asset collection data for inventory year 
2010 . 

Resolution 21: Preston Baker appli- 
cation for a loan to build a home on the 
Brighton Seminole Indian reservation; rat- 
ification of pre-approval of the loan. 

Resolution 22: Roy Snow and Diane 
Snow application for a loan to replace a 
home on the Brighton Seminole Indian 
reservation; ratification of pre-approval of 
the loan. 

Resolution 23 : Standard form of agree- 
ment between owner and contractor where 
the basis of payment is a stipulated sum 
of $653,915. Between the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida and Seminole Tribe of Florida, 
Inc. for the replacement of Roy Snow and 
Diane Snow’s single family home on the 
Brighton Seminole Indian reservation. 

Resolution 24: Shuffle Master, Inc. 
Master purchase agreement; ratification. 

Items from the regular agenda includ- 
ed: 

Resolution 25: Mingo Jones loan ap- 
plication for relocation, and expansion of 


the Hapkido School, Hollywood, Florida. 

Resolution 26: Jacob Osceola Jr. Loan 
modification. 

Resolution 27 : Second amended Trib- 
al council loan program policy and proce- 
dures manual. 

Resolution 28: First amendment to 
business lease no. L-2469 Seminole Tribe 
of Florida, Inc. (lessee) and Seminole Tribe 
of Florida (lessor) - Hollywood Seminole 
Indian reservation. 

Resolution 29: Modification no. 2 of 
business lease no. L-206 R.S. Vlay, inc. 
(lessee) and Seminole Tribe of Florida 
(lessor) - Hollywood Seminole Indian res- 
ervation. 

Resolution 30: Revocable permit be- 
tween R.S. Clay, Inc. (permittor) and Tina 
Devito Lacey (permittee) for office space 
use - Hollywood Seminole Indian reserva- 
tion. 

Resolution 3 1 : Office/warehouse lease 
agreement between Davie Too, LLC (les- 
sor) and Seminole Tribe of Florida (lessee) 
for 4,800 square foot office and warehouse 
space. 

Resolution 32: Revocable permit be- 
tween Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. (per- 
mittor) and Exquisite Touch Car Wash, 
Inc. (permittee) for car wash and detailing 
services - Hollywood Seminole Indian res- 
ervation. 

Resolution 33: Request for trust status 
of 792.46 +/- acres in Polk County, Florida 
to be conveyed by S.T.O.F. Holdings, Ltd 
to the U.S. in trust status for the benefit and 
use of the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 

Resolution 35: U.S. Department of 
Justice, Office of Justice programs, Of- 
fice of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 
Prevention FY 2009 Tribal youth program 
grant application and; 

Resolution 36: Ford Motor Credit 
Company Indian Tribal government lease/ 
purchase agreement no. 49990 as amended 
by schedule 4999059: limited waiver of 
sovereign immunity. 



Marisol Gonzalez 


Bob Luciano (C) expresses his gratitude to the Seminole Tribe of Florida and the Tribal Council 
after receiving the first gaming reader installed by his company, Bally Technologies. 


SPD Award Recipients 




Happy Fathers Day! 

Father’s Day is a day to remember and honor 
your father, past or present. I recall the days 
spent with my father, and I will always remem- 
ber his role in the family — he worked hard 
to make sure he took care of our needs. I ap- 
preciate all the sacrifices made by my father to 
insure the needs of our home and family were 
met, no matter what it took. 

If you’re a father, I implore you to take an 
active role in the lives of your children. Time 
passes right before your eyes and before you 
know it, the children are adults and you’ve 
missed out on some of the most wonderful 
years of their life. 

Enjoy your Father’s Day and do the best that 
you can to be a part of the lives of your chil- 
dren. 

God bless you and your families on this Fa- 
ther’s Day and everyday. 


Sho-na-bish, 

Mvto, 

Thank you, 




Mitchell Cypress, Chairman 
Seminole Tribe of Florida 



Po-taa-taa-te - en Neh ta Ke 

A Tribute to our dad, Dick Bowers 


We Thank You, for the things 
You did to make our lives better. 

We Thank You, for being there 
In our activities. 

We Thank You, for all the days 
You spent working to take care of us. 

We Thank You, for the guidance and 
Wisdom you offered us so that 
We can face our life challenges. 

We Thank You, for your encouragement 
To do what is right and stand 
Up for what we believe in. 

We Thank God for your life and your spirit 
Is always with us. If your Dad is living today, 
Show him your love and appreciation today 
and everyday. 

Ephesians 6:1-3: 

“Children. Obey your parents in the Lord, for 
this is right. Honor your father and mother. 
Which is the first commandment with promise. 
That it may be well with you and you may live 
long on the earth.” 

Sho Naa Bish, 

Mvto, 

Thank you dad! 

Rachel, Dan, Paul, Bobbie, Edna, Richard 


If you are in need of a passport, I will be going 
to the passport agency in Miami on July 7th, 2009. 
We will be leaving the Hollywood office at 9:30 am. 
You can get applications at the secretary’s office 
or on-line at www.travel.state.gov/passport. If you 
plan to go or have any questions please e-mail Nery 
Mejicano at nmejicano@semtribe.com or Denise 
Freund at denisefreund@semtribe.com or call 954- 
232-5714 before July 2nd, 2009. 
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Community A 





Members of the Youth Council explain what Earth Day and a clean and healthy community means to them. 




Youth Council Supports Community Clean-Up 


Youngsters Clean 
Reservation for Earth Day 


B Y CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Tribal youth pitched in 
toward creating a clean and healthy community on 
May 14. 

In support of Earth Day, observed on April 22, 
the Hollywood Seminole Youth Council held their 
first community clean-up on the reservation. They 
then began walking the area complete with trash 
bags and gloves. 

“It was a good community service idea that 
we wanted to help out by cleaning the rez,” Youth 
Council Vice President Deila Harjo said. 

Event organizer Jarrid Smith agreed. 

“We were looking to do a good act and it just 
happened that Earth Day was coming,” Smith said. 

“We want to start doing more in the other commu- 
nities as well.” 

The clean up was sponsored by the Seminole 
Boys & Girls Club. 

“Among Native Americans, Earth Day is ev- 
eiy week,” said Boys & Girls Club Director Robert 
North Sr. “Native Americans are custodians of the 
earth so Earth Day and week are just short term. 

We want to work with young people here to take a 
good look at their environment.” 

“The clean-up is symbolic of reducing crime 
and waste,” he added. “I grew up in a time when 
there were actual demonstrations about the earth 
and that time came and went. Now it seems to be 
back again.” Chris C. Jenkins 

North said the cleanup seemed to he a great (L-R) Daija Baxley and Isabel Tucker place trash they found in a garbage bag. 

idea and good launching pad for the Youth Council 

in establishing more community unity. 

“We live in a world and time of instant grati- 
fication and we are not looking at the fact that this 
is [our children’s] earth, we will all be gone soon,” 
said North. “This needs to be a continuous thing. 
We need to raise awareness about it.” 

Fashioned after the Tribal Council, the Youth 
Council has four elected seats with Anissa Osceola 
serving as president, Deila Harjo as vice president, 
Aaron Osceola as treasurer and Daija Baxley as 
secretary. 

The idea for Earth Day evolved throughout 
several years, first beginning in about 1962. In 
1969, then Senator Gaylord Nelson took a trip to 
Santa Barbara, Calif, to see the damage caused 
during the Santa Barbara Channel oil spill. Sena- 
tor Nelson knew he had to do something to raise 
awareness to preserving the earth. 

He decided Earth Day should be observed 
during the week of April 19-25, and April 22 in 
particular, because there were no exams or spring 
breaks, no conflicts with religious holidays such as 
Easter or Passover, and it was late enough in spring 
to have decent weather. He figured more students 
were likely to be in class, and there would be less 
competition with other events mid-week. 

Approximately 20 million Americans partici- 
pated in the inaugural event with the goal of creat- 
ing a healthy, sustainable environment. 

Now celebrated annually in the U.S., it is de- 
signed to inspire awareness and appreciation for 
the earth’s environment each year with more than 
500 million people and national governments in 
Justin Frank bends over to pick up trash during the neighborhood walk. 175 countries internationally participating. 


Tribe Co-Sponsors 
Governor’s Hurricane 
Conference 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

FT. LAUDERDALE — For the 23rd year running, the 
Governor’s Hurricane Conference brought emergency service 
personnel together in preparation for the upcoming season. Hur- 
ricane season runs from June 1-Nov. 30 of each year. 

The six-day affair, which began on May 13, took place at 
the Broward County Convention Center. This year’s theme was 
“Maintaining the Mission in the Winds of Change.” 

With the season fast approaching, National Hurricane Cen- 
ter Director William Read said staying alert and remaining cau- 
tious are important factors. 

“The number of storms and seasonal forecasting really can- 
not be predicted,” he explained. “It is just a matter of ‘if’ not 
‘when,’ so be prepared. There 
really are no excuses for fami- 
lies to take the steps to be ready 
and prepared.” 

Members of the Tribe’s 
Emergency Management Dept., 
along with the American Red 
Cross, Florida Emergency Pre- 
paredness Association and the 
National Weather Service, sup- 
ported the annual gathering as 
its four major sponsors. 

Workshops, networking, 
training sessions and exhibits 
were all highlighted. 

“This year’s conference is 
vital to maintaining a sense of 
commitment and public service 
because of the current econom- 
ic challenges that all of us are facing,” Florida Governor Charlie 
Crist said in a written statement. 

According to the National Hurricane Center website, www. 
nhc.noaa.gov, the following tips are useful in preparation for a 
tropical storm or hurricane: locate a safe room or the safest area 
in the home or within the community; determine escape routes 
from the home and places to meet which should be measured in 
tens of miles, rather than hundreds of miles; have an out-of-state 
friend as a family contact; make a plan now for what to do with 
pets in the event of an evacuation; post emergency telephone 
numbers by all phones and make sure children know how and 
when to call 911; stock non-perishable emergency supplies and 
a disaster supply kit; and fill up the gas tank on all vehicles. 

Next year’s convention will take place May 23-28 at the 
Broward County Convention Center. 



Senior Joe P. Billie Jr. 
Values Faith, Education 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Tribal citizen Joe Paul Billie Jr. was 
bom in a time when education among Seminoles and Native 
Americans was rare, yet he beat the odds and attained his. 

Bom in 1950, seven years before the Tribe gained federal 
recognition by the U.S. government, and five years before the 
historic Civil Rights movement originated, he attempted to 
blaze his own path and make his own way in the world. 

As the son of Joe Paul Billie Sr. and Frances Bowers, he 
said he was raised with two mainstays he holds even in the pres- 
ent day — his faith and education. 

“They wanted me to get the most and best education I 
could,” Billie said of his parents. “When I was in school [my 
father] would often tell me to keep going with my education.” 

The eldest child of eight, Billie has three brothers, Ralph, 
Vincent and Aaron, two living sisters, Rosie and Verna, and two 
who have passed away, Martha and Betty. 

Billie’s mother died when he was young, but he maintained 
a very close relationship with his father up to the time of his 
death. He said he admired his father’s devotion to his faith, say- 
ing he once served as a church pastor on the Brighton Reserva- 
tion. 

“He spoke God’s word and 
spoke to different people,” Bil- 
lie said of his father. “We often- 
times prayed together.” 

Although bom in Miami, 
he briefly attended school in 
Hollywood Hills and Moore 
Haven, Fla., before graduating 
from McArthur High School in 
Hollywood. 

He would continue his 
education, going to American 
University in Washington, DC. 

After a brief time there he then 
transferred to a school in Colo- 
rado on an academic scholar- 
ship. While there, he earned his 
associate’s degree in liberal arts, 
before finally transferring again to Florida State University. 

“I enjoyed all the learning experiences seeing people and 
getting along with everyone,” Billie said. 

Although he regrets never finishing his collegiate educa- 
tion, Billie has passed on the importance of it to his own chil- 
dren, Jewel and Iris Tiger. Both are working on their General 
Education Diplomas (GED). 

Billie said at one time he had ambitions of becoming an at- 
torney and mentioned how much he admires the job done by the 
Tribe’s General Counsel Jim Shore. 

“Anytime I need anything or have questions, I can ask 
him,” Billie said. 

He said he is also satisfied with the other leadership of the 
Tribe. 

“I think it is all good and they are doing the things they 
need to do,” he assured. “The overall direction the Tribe goes 
is important especially under the continued guidance of Jim 
[Shore].” 

Nowadays, the grandfather of five spends his time relaxing 
after years of work in construction. He said he enjoys televi- 
sion, trips with the other seniors, attending church and time with 
friends such as Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola 
Jr., Chairman Mitchell Cypress, President Richard Bowers Jr., 
and others. 

He is always on the go according to caretaker Vivette Cha- 
roo. She has been with Billie at least four days per week since 
March. 

“He is always ready to go and is cooperative,” Charoo said. 
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Excitement High at Annual Winterfest Retreat 




BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 

Staff Reporter 

CAPTIVA ISLAND, Fla. — Commit- 


entertainment value,” she said. 

One major addition to the Winterfest 
Board of Directors, which boasts approxi- 
mately 50 members, has been the newly- 


tee members and invited guests came for elected Chairman Max B. Osceola Jr., the 
work, play and a little relaxation at the an- Hollywood Reservation’s Tribal Council 
nual Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Rep. 

Winterfest Board Retreat, held May 29-3 1 “Being chairman of our board is a state- 
at the getaway destination South Sea Island ment both professionally as well as per- 
Resort. sonally,” Scott-Founds explained. “[Rep. 

During the weekend, Winterfest com- Osceola] believed in us and we are glad he 
mittee members and integral personnel at- said he is on board — literally.” 
tended meetings and participated in discus- Although scheduled to attend the re- 
sions for the longstanding boat parade, now treat, Rep. Osceola was unable due to a Trib- 
in its 38th year. The boat parade will take al death, Scott-Founds explained to those in 


place on Dec. 12 in Ft. Lauderdale. 


attendance. Rep. Osceola’s longtime lfiend, 


The Tribe has continued to play a vital Lee Tiger of the Miccosukee Tribe, how- 
role in the parade, signing on as the event’s ever, did attend the event to discuss the 


title sponsor for another five years. 


2009 parade and offer insight into parades 


“It takes an entire Tribe to create the of year’s p 
best Winterfest it can be,” Winterfest Presi- “I have been involved since back in 
dent Lisa Scott-Founds said. “Every year the early 90s to get more awareness for the 
provides us with a new challenge ... It is im- Tribe,” said Tiger. “It is a wonderful thing 
portant to get to know one another and not because it started out small but has become 


miss a beat.” 

According to Scott-Founds, this year’s 


big now.” 

“To me, I am very proud to say I have 


Chris C. Jenkins 

The Seminole Broadcasting Dept, interviews 
Miccosukee Tribal citizen Lee Tiger about the 
Winterfest experience. 


Winterfest theme, “That’s Entertainment,” been here from the beginning,” he added. more than 100 charities in some form last 


sums up the intent of the boat parade. 


The Winterfest organization has also year alone. 


“We really try to get down to the nuts maintained a strong presence in Broward Veteran entertainer James Belushi em- 


and bolts of what we do here for the best and Dade County communities, supporting ceed a 


Winterfest board members gather at the South Sea Island Resort to discuss ideas and changes for the 2009 event. 


grand marshal last year. This year, 
former Miami Heat 
all-star and fan favor- 
ite Alonzo Mourning is 
on the short list for the 
duty, along with another 
yet-to-be-determined 
person. 

With more then 
one million spectators 
on hand for the 10.7 
mile river trek last year, 
Winterfest remains the 
largest one day event in 
Florida. It has also be- 
come the seventh larg- 
est spectator event in 
the U.S., and a Top 20 
parade worldwide. 

The celebration 
promotes a unique ex- 
perience for the local 
communities to enjoy, 
and hopes to attract pos- 
itive national attention 
to the Fort Lauderdale 
area as a tourist destina- 
tion. 

The parade offers 
an exhibit of local talent 
and artists that trans- 
form boats into canvas- 
es of color and lights. 

For more informa- 
tion please log on to 
www.winterfestparade. 
com. 



Elizabeth Leiba 

(L-R) Stephen Bowers purchases a cup of lemonade from Katelyn Young and Daija Baxley. 


Youth Council Holds First Fundraiser 


BY ELIZABETH LEIBA 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Youth Council 
members helped Tribal citizens, employees 
and visitors cool off with their first-ever 
fundraiser on June 8. 

Daija Baxley, Katelyn Young and Isabel 
Tucker sold lemonade at $2 per cup in the 
lobby of the Hollywood Tribal Headquarters 
building during the afternoon, while temper- 
atures outside topped 80 degrees. 

Event organizer and Advisory Council 
Member Jarrid Smith said the 
idea was chosen for its sim- 
plicity and ease. He said the 
money raised will be used for 
future initiatives planned by 
the Council. 

Smith explained that this 
fundraiser, as well as other 
activities planned by the 
Hollywood Youth Council, 
teaches the youngsters the 
basic forms of governance. 

According to Smith, par- 
ticipation with the Council 
also reinforces “the mean- 
ing of responsibility, doing 
things for the community and 
taking responsibility for your 
actions.” 

The Youth Council is 
structured similarly to the 
Tribal Council and has four 
elected officers: President 
Anissa Osceola, Vice Presi- 
dent Deila Harjo, Secretary 
Daija Baxley and Treasurer 


Aaron Osceola. 

A steady stream of customers patron- 
ized the lemonade stand and by the end of 
the fundraiser, Council members had raised 
more than $300 for their organization and 
secured an additional pledge of $500 from 
Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. 
Osceola Jr. 

“It was a great first fundraiser and really 
sets a high bar for the future,” Smith said. 

For more information on the Holly- 
wood Youth Council, please contact Jarrid 
Smith at (954) 966-6300, Ext. 11433. 



(L-R) Katelyn Young and Daija Baxley pour a cup of lemonade for 
Mercedes Osceola-Hahn. 


Hard Rock Shareholders Attend Owners Meeting 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The second annual Seminole 
Hard Rock Entertainment Shareholders meeting brought 
Tribal citizens and Hard Rock personnel together on 
June 6 to review up-to-date and future planning for the 
global corporation. 

Tribal Council and Board of Directors members 
were present for the Tribal citizen only event held at 
the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel where sev- 
eral topics were discussed including: busi- 
ness results for the company, new and future 
cafe openings, future digital technology use 
within the cafes, planned hotel and casino 
openings, community and world wide phi- 
lanthropy work, and the launch of signature 
series artist T-shirts endorsed by rock legend 
Jon Bon Jovi, to name a few. 

“Not only is the Tribe and Hard Rock 
succeeding but it is doing so in some of the 
most difficult of economic times,” Seminole 
Gaming Operations Chief Executive Officer 
James F. Allen reassured. The Hard Rock 
currently employs about 34,000 employees 
globally. 

The Tribe remains the first and only 
Native American Indian Tribe to purchase 
a major international corporation with the 
blockbuster deal for the Hard Rock Interna- 
tional franchise in 2007. 

Tribal citizen Jesse Billie attended the 
gathering last year in the inaugural meeting 
and said he wanted answers this year on the 
compact status, revenue building and other 
issues. He was encouraged overall. 

“I wanted to see how the business was 
doing and how it was operating, especially in our econ- 
omy,” he expressed. “I also wanted to know about any 
other business developments out there we may have se- 
cured.” 

At present more than 60 percent of licensed venues 


by the Hard Rock brand are international. 

There have also been several Hard Rock Cafe open- 
ings recently and future plans to open locations both na- 
tionally and internationally. All cafes which are owned 
in the U.S. will be supplied with the Seminole Brand 
Beef with the arranged assistance of U.S. Foodservice, 
the second largest food distributor in the U.S. 

Seminole Brand Beef made its debut in the Holly- 
wood Hard Rock in March of last year. 

“We hope this will be utilized well throughout all 


the cafes,” Allen said. “We are very optimistic.” 

Allen estimated the target time of planned distribu- 
tion for the beef in cafes to be around the middle of next 
month. 

The Hard Rock Cafes are well-known for their clas- 
sic American food. Another goal 
is to continue with a standardized 
program to ensure the food’s high 
quality throughout the 59 cafes 
now owned by the Tribe. 

In addition to the flagship 
hotels and casinos on the Tampa 
and Hollywood reservations, there 
are also several other hotels and 
casino locations as well as future 
projects on the way. 

Allen also maintained an up- 
beat attitude on gaming in the fu- 
ture. “The growth of the Tribe in 
gaming over the last seven years 
has also been unmatched,” he ex- 
plained. 

The globally recognized Hard 
Rock company and brand is now 
represented in 50 countries with 
the world’s largest and greatest 
collection of music memorabilia. 
For more information and details 
on Hard Rock hotels and casinos 
visit www.hardrockhotels.com. 
For further details on Hard Rock 
International log on to www. 
hardrock.com. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


(L-R) Lonnie Billie, Hard Rock International Board Member Elrod Bowers and Phillip 
and Marilyn Jumper prior to the June 6 Hard Rock Shareholders Meeting. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Seminole Gaming Operations Chief Executive Officer James F. Allen dis- 
cusses business with those on hand. 
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Submitted by the Boys & Girls Club 

(L-R) Jarrid Smith, Katelyn Young, Deila Harjo and Aaron Osceola with Seminole veteran Stephen Bowers. Club members Jona- 
than Bowers, Jocelyn Cypress, Daija Baxley, Isabel Tucker and Anissa Osceola are not pictured. 


Youth Celebrate Memorial Day 
with Seminole Veteran 

Vietnam Vet Stephen Bowers Educates Tribal Youngsters 


BY ROBERT C. NORTH SR . 

Contributing Writer 

HOLLYWOOD — Each year a number of events 
and holidays take place within the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, including commemorating the Memorial Day 
holiday. Memorial Day is set aside to remember those 
service men and women who fought for the country’s 
freedom. 

This Memorial Day, the Hollywood Reservation 
teen members of the Seminole Boys & Girls Club in- 
vited Tribal Liaison for the Florida Governor’s Council 
on Indian Affairs Stephen Bowers, a Vietnam veteran, to 
share his thoughts on the U.S. military with them. 


Bowers began his presentation to the youngsters, 
some of which had expressed interest in eventually 
joining the military, by talking about basic training and 
learning about the military’s form of discipline. He went 
into great detail explaining about his various deploy- 
ments and some of what he saw overseas as a young 
soldier. 

“I am not telling you to go out and join the mili- 
tary,” Bowers said. “But if there is any interest at all 
in a military career, it is helpful to hear about it from 
someone who has lived it.” 

Bowers has continued to stay involved in veteran’s 
affairs throughout his life and is a member of the Semi- 
nole Tribe of Florida Color Guard. 


| BRIGHTON 


Pemayetv Emahakv Presents ‘Got Talent’ Show 




BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 


BRIGHTON — The breezeway of Pemayetv 
Emahakv was fumed into a westem-themed cardboard 
campground, complete with a teepee, cacti, barrels and 
a fire for the school’s “Got Talent” show held June 3. 

It was a day of entertainment and making lasting 
memories on the last day of school as students from all 
grades teamed up to put together 1 1 knee-slapping acts 
and a special tribute at the show’s conclusion. 

“This was put together in just a couple of days,” 
said first grade teacher Pam Hudson. “We just wanted to 
entertain [the students] on the last day.” 

As the students took their seats, parents and teach- 
ers gathered to watch the show. The music came on and a 
special performance to open the talent show helped raise 
$500 for the March of Dimes charitable organization. 
School Resource Officer Darryl Allen, AKA “Shanay- 
enaye,” danced alongside student Demetrius Clark who 
wore a leopard print dress. As his alter ego for the day, 
Allen wore a long blonde wig and had the crowd going 
wild as he and Clark danced for a good cause. 

The kindergarteners calmed things down a bit with 
their story telling presentation of “The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar.” One by one the students took turns telling 
what the very hungry caterpillar ate before becoming a 
great big beautiful butterfly. 

The first graders, joined by a few third graders, 
dosey-do’ed during the country jamboree. They began 
with a performance of the classic song “You are My 
Sunshine.” Following the song, they swung their part- 
ners round and round. 

The rest of the third graders taught the crowd a lit- 
tle about history with their singing rendition of “The 50 
States,” led by Aiyana Tommie and Cady Osceola. 

Circling around a paper-made fire, the second grade 
students showed off their vocal skills. 

Fifth grader Brydgett Koontz and second grader 
Krysta Burton put on a comedy routine and performed 
a song about the delicious chocolate treat, Snickers®, to 
the tune of “The Star Spangled Banner.” 

Mrs. Tedder’s class had a dance-off as they per- 
formed “The Evolution of Dance,” which chronicles 
popular dances throughout the last several decades. 

The students performed 25 different dances from 
all time eras. Beginning with Elvis Presley’s “Hound 


Fourth grader Trevor Thomas performs the “Grease Lighting” dance with his class. 


Rachel Buxton 

Demetrius Clark and Odessa King take on the roles of student 
and teacher for their skit. 

Dog” and evolving into the “Grease Lighting” number 
from the movie “Grease” and some of the moves from 
Michael Jackson’s 1980s “Thriller” music video, the 
students showed off their skills. The students even per- 
formed rapper MC Hammer’s popular “Hammer Time” 
dance before Trevor Thomas dropped to the ground to 
show everyone his best “Worm” dance moves. 

Students Odessa King and Demetrius Clark, along 
with the rest of the students in their grade, performed 
a skit that taught the teachers how to torture students. 
They also demonstrated the reverse, showing the stu- 
dents how they can torture their teachers. 

Sister and brother, Rumor and Rudy Juarez, showed 
how music runs in their family with each singing their 
own special number. Rumor sang Taylor Swift’s No. 1 
hit “Love Story,” while Rudy went a little bit country 
with a rendition of Billy 
Currington’s song “Good 
Directions.” 

Tamea Allen, Keya- 
na Nelson, Harley Johns 
and Cheyenne Nunez did 
the “Hoe Down, Throw 
Down” in matching out- 
fits and synchronized 
steps. 

The entire fifth grade 
ended the talent por- 
tion and their time at the 
Charter School with sto- 
ries of their time spent at 
Pemayetv Emahakv. 

A very special trib- 
ute closed out the “Got 
Talent” show honoring 
students’ late friend, J- 
Wayco Billie. Selected 
students sang “Twinkle 
Twinkle Little Star” in 
memory of Billie hold- 
ing silver stars that will 
be placed on a tree in re- 
membrance. 

Principal Russell 
Brown congratulated the 
school on all their hidden 
talents. 

“There’s a lot of tal- 
Rachel Buxton ent 1 have J ust become 
aware of,” joked Brown. 
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Norman “Skeeter” Bowers’ new home located on the Brighton Reservation. 


Community Tours Bowers’ New 
Home at Open House 

Norman ‘Skeeter’ Bowers Celebrates House Completion 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Norman “Skeeter” Bowers of the 
Brighton Reservation invited community members into 
his newly-built home May 15 for an open house. 

Built by Upland Homes, Bowers furnished and dec- 
orated his house to represent his culture. 

“I dedicated the house to Seminole heritage,” Bow- 
ers said. “It is important to know the history of our Sem- 
inoles.” 

The three bedroom, 2.5 bath home sits on the prop- 
erty where Bowers grew up as a child. 

“It’s been a long time coming,” Bowers said. 

Friends and family dropped by for a tour and to 
wish Bowers well in his new house, including Bowers’ 
uncle, President Richard Bowers Jr. 

“I have a place to sleep now, right?” President 
Bowers joked. 

The first thing people see when they walk through 
the front door is a painting of Seminole Chief Osceola. 
Around the comer in the living room, the legend of the 
Kissimmee River is told through a mural that is painted 
on the walls. The mural wraps around the room and 


across the fireplace. 

The other rooms in the house also portray native 
history with paintings, knickknacks and even a native 
drum Bowers collected from his travels. 

The house is decked out with a sound system with 
controls placed in each individual room. 

On the outside of the house there are two other 
painted murals. Showing his devotion to Florida State 
University, Bowers had a mural painted on the side of 
the house with a Seminole football player dominating a 
player from the University of Florida and the University 
of Miami, both rival schools. 

“That was more like a comedy type thing,” Bowers 
laughed. 

The front of the house truly portrays Bowers’ de- 
vout Seminole heritage with a mural of the famous im- 
age of Chief Osceola stabbing a knife in the peace treaty 
with the words “Never Surrender” painted underneath. 

“I think my house speaks for itself,” Bowers said. 
“There’s a lot of Seminole heritage.” 

During the open house Bowers had a small art gal- 
lery of paintings by Guy LaBree set up in his loft for 
visitors to view and purchase. 
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KNOW YOUR RIGHTS 

DO YOU? 

Call Me For A FREE Consultation 

RICHARD CASTILLO 

954 . 522.3500 


Since 1990 1 have protected rights like yours. 
My office defends dui's, drug offenses, 
suspended license, domestic violence, and 
all felonies and misdemeanors. 

24 HOURS A DAY 

The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not 
be based solely upon advertisement Castillo worked as a Public 
Defender in Broward County from 1990-1996 and has been in 
private practice for nine years. In 1995 he was voted the Trial 
Attorney of the year. He graduated from Capital University in 
1989 and was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1990, Federal Bar in 
1992, and the Federal Trial Bar in 1994. 
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John W. Huff Sr. Done Fighting, 
Ready to Play Grandfather 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — John W. Huff Sr. has traveled 
around the world and back, fighting not only for his 
country, but also his Tribe. 

Huff was bom in 1947 into the Bird Clan on the 
Brighton Reservation. 

“There were no hospitals or doctors back then,” 
said Huff. “It was a different way of life than today.” 

Away of life he later discovered may have actually 
helped keep him alive on the battlefield. 

Huff grew up on a campsite in the woods and under 
chickees for more than 20 years. He spent his time fish- 
ing and hunting; skills he learned from his uncles. 

“They said ‘I’ll teach you one time and you should 
pick it up,’ ” Huff said laughing. 

Huff hunted alligator, otter and anything else that 
could help his family eat or sell to make money. 

Each day Huff’s parents had to transport him 
to the Kissimmee River, a half-way mark between 
Okeechobee, Fla. and the Brighton Reservation, so they 
could attend school. He later transferred to the Glades 
County School System for high school where he was 
forced to register for the Selective Service. 

As a junior in high school Huff registered not 
knowing what was in store for him. When he became 
a senior in high school a bus picked him and several 
young men up in Moore Haven, Fla. to be taken for a 
physical in Miami. 

Right after graduation Huff was drafted and sent to 
Fort Jackson, S.C. for paperwork and then sent on his 
way to basic training at Fort Gordon in Georgia for the 
U.S. Army. 

“I didn’t have a choice,” Huff said. “I joke and say 
that was my senior trip.” 

His “senior trip” turned into a trip to Vietnam. 
Twenty days after returning home from basic training, 
Huff received his papers shipping him out to combat. 
Huff was specially trained in heavy artillery and was 
a Specialist 4 in automatic weapons, which kept him 
fighting in Vietnam for more than a year. 

While in the service, Huff was definitely in the mi- 
nority being Native American, but he admits it was a 
blessing. 

“I think I had an advantage,” Huff said. “I was used 
to the woods.” 

There was one other Indian boy that was part of 
his service group. He befriended Huff and waited up the 
night Huff arrived so they could meet. Huff said they 
became good friends and that he always wondered if he 
made it out alive. 

Being different, however, never crossed Huff’s 
mind. He bonded with eight other Florida boys that were 
in his unit. 

“A soldier was just another soldier,” Huff said. “We 
were all there for one reason.” 

His native culture was always present in his life and 
mind while overseas, he said. While in Vietnam Huff 
always carried a medicine pouch he obtained from a 
medicine man before his deployment. 

“I’m into tradition, herbs and medicine,” Huff said. 
“It did me good; I believe in it.” 

Relying on traditional Seminole medicine and prac- 
tices reminded Huff of the battles his ancestors fought, 
such as the Battle of Okeechobee, which made him 
proud knowing he too was fighting for his Tribe. 

After returning from Vietnam and finishing out his 
un-active duty years Huff said it was a hard adjustment 
re-entering the civilian world. 

“My dad caught me under the bed a few times when 


mosquito planes flew overhead,” he said. “But I chose to 
not let it beat me.” 

Life after the military left Huff working a variety of 
jobs trying to find the next chapter of his life. He worked 
cattle, farmed watermelon and cantaloupe, did carpentry 
work and he even helped build the famous Hog Farm 
on the Brighton Reservation while working for Tribal 
citizen and Army veteran Wonder Johns. 

In 1988 Huff applied for a job as the Water Plant 
Operator for the Brighton Reservation. This September 
will mark his 21st year at the water plant. Along with 
working at the water plant Huff has served as Brighton 
Tribal Council Rep. 

Huff said his days in the military were tough, but he 
doesn’t regret it one bit. 



Rachel Buxton 


John W. Huff Sr. stands next to the Vietnam War-era bronze 
Army soldier statue at the new Brighton Veterans Building, 
which he and his fellow Tribal veterans fought for. 


“I learned self-respect, self-discipline, and I got to 
travel to different countries,” he said. 

Huff admits when he was younger, he, like many 
today, looked at holidays such as Memorial Day and 
Veterans Day as just another paid holiday. 

“As I got older, I realized it shouldn’t be that way,” 
he said. “I really do believe we will be the last [Tribal] 
veterans.” 

Huff currently serves as the president for the Brigh- 
ton Veterans Committee and hopes to teach the Tribal 
youth about the pride in serving one’s country and Tribe. 

Huff has been married for 30 years to his wife, 
Vickey, and rounds out his family with five children and 
seven grandchildren. 

His plans for the future include taking a step down 
from the water plant and possibly entering and enjoying 
retirement by spending time with his grandchildren. 

“I want to teach them things like how to fish,” he 
said. “I’ve done the Council, the Board and fought a 
war; I have nothing else to prove.” 


| NAPLES 


Mary Osceola Moore Teaches Sewing Class 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

NAPLES — Seminole artist Mary Osceola Moore 
recognizes the importance of teaching traditional Semi- 
nole crafts to the next generation. Following in the foot- 
steps of her mother, grandmother and their ancestors, 
she passed along the basic skills that have become a part 
of the Seminole culture. 

Volunteering for a two day workshop, held May 2 1 - 
22 at the Juanita Osceola Center, Moore started what 
she hopes will be a series of craft programs in memory 
of these hard working, dedicated artisans. Accomplished 
in many traditional crafts, she selected cape making for 
the first session. 

Hoping for a positive response, Moore said she was 
pleasantly surprised when 1 8 participants, ranging from 
10-65 years of age, arrived with their families eager to 
begin. The center was a beehive of activity from the 
craft room to the nursery, dining room and entertain- 
ment area. 

Moore began her presentation with a short back- 
ground study on fabrics, clothing style evolution and 
patchwork designs spanning a period of more than 150 
years. Moving on to her chosen subject, she displayed 


examples of capes and discussed the various means of 
construction. 

Each of the students selected and color coordinated 
their basic fabrics of choice from the supply shelves and 
then added their trims. Learning to measure, incorporate 
the right yoke pattern and cutting was time consuming 
at first, but beneficial in the long run. Within a short time 
the sewing machines were humming and the work in 
progress was beginning to take shape. 

Classes were originally scheduled from 5-8 p.m. 
both evenings with a break for a dinner buffet. However, 
enthusiasm ran high and the group did not adjourn until 
after 10 p.m. the first night and reconvened the next day 
at noon. 

Moore was extremely thorough in her instruction 
and frequently examined the projects and offered help- 
ful criticism. Striving for perfection, and wielding a 
seam ripper to undo mistakes, she pointed out how prac- 
ticing errors makes for unsatisfactory results. 

Carefully exposing the errors, the garments were 
repositioned, pinned and sewn again. When their teach- 
er returned to examine the finished product, you could 
see them holding their breaths and then sigh with relief 
when she uttered just the one word — “Perfect.” 



Judy Weeks 

Mary Osceola Moore (Far Right) keeps a watchful eye as Jessica Osceola attaches lace to her project, while (Back Row, L-R) 
Maggie Porter and Connie Slavik work on their projects. 
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Seminole 4-H’ers Go On Safari 



BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Immokalee’s 4-H members 
combined culture, education, wildlife preservation and 
a weekend of fun when they participated in a campout 
at Billie Swamp Safari on May 16-17. 


Immokalee Tribal Council Liaison Elaine Aguilar 
sponsored the activities and invited parents and family 
members to accompany the group. She said the reason 
for the function was to reward the club members for the 
hard work they put into their 4-H projects. 

“This is my way of congratulating them on a job 
well done while offering them an opportunity to learn 
more about their past and the environment 
in which they live,” Liaison Aguilar said. 

She explained that the 2008 partici- 
pants dedicated themselves to their projects 
at the time of selection and had already be- 
come deeply involved by the initial steer 
and swine weigh-ins. The result of their 
total commitment was earning seven first 
places in addition to high ranking in many 
of their classes. The grand champion steer, 
swine and swine showmanship awards 
went to Immokalee youth. 

It took five airboats to transport the 
group through the cypress swamp and 
along the banks of the grassy prairies of the 
Everglades into the land of their ancestors. 
Misted by the spray, they flew across the 
surface of the water then idled through the 
dense cypress head until they came within 
hand shaking distance of alligators, turtles 
and raccoons. 

Attending the reptile, birds of prey 
and critter shows provided an opportunity 
to leam about the lifestyles and habitat of 
the animals that live in the Everglades envi- 


Judy Weeks 

Ezekiel Roberts (C) holds a baby alligator while fellow 4-H members and 
tourists peer over his shoulder. 



Judy Weeks 



Submitted by Judy Weeks 



ronment. The anglers in the group also had 
the chance to cast their lines into the West 
Boundary Road Canal and try their skills 
with rods and reels. 

With the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum as 
their destination, the 4-H’ers toured the 
exhibits and listened to a brief history of 
the Seminole culture, while learning about 
their ancestors and the role that their gen- 
eration must play in shaping the future. 

Following an evening meal at Bil- 
lie Swamp Safari, the campers climbed 
aboard a swamp buggy for a night time trip 
through the back woods of the park. 

As the sun faded from the sky, they en- 
countered an abundance of native wildlife 
sharing their homeland with a wide vari- 
ety of specimens from foreign lands. They 
were amazed to leam that many interesting 
creatures live practically in their own back- 
yard and they only had to open their eyes to 
experience the wonders around them. 

Seated by the campfire, the youngsters 
listened intently while William Cypress 
related stories that have been passed down 
through their oral history and then Liaison 
Aguilar introduced more recent times that 
included her childhood. 

“Close your eyes and take a deep 
breath of the smoke from the fire,” Liaison 
Aguilar said. “Sit very still and listen to the 
sounds of the night and imagine that you 


Edward Aguilar shouts over the roar of the airboat engine on his ride 
through the Evergaldes. 


ported them back to another generation, 
have just eaten a piece of deer meat, a turtle or a fish that Retiring to the chickees for the night, the campers 

you helped to catch and prepare, or com that you helped relived the events of the day. After an early morning 
to grow. This is how your grandparents and I lived and breakfast, the group unanimously decided to take anoth- 
it was a good life.” er swamp buggy trip to see the animals in the daylight 

Telling the children stories of her youth, she trans- and then packed up for their return home. 


| NAPLES 

Community Celebrates Memorial Day at the Beach 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

NAPLES — Members of the Naples community 
arrived at Delnor- Wiggins Pass State Park on the morn- 
ing of May 25 to celebrate Memorial Day with an all 
day beach party. 

Setting up camp in the shade of the sea grapes and 
palm trees, the picnic tables were draped in blue and 
white checkered cloths with red, white and blue acces- 
sories in memory of those who had given theft lives to 
preserve freedom. 

“Memorial Day has been set aside for us to pay our 
respects to the men and women who have fought val- 
iantly to protect our country,” said Cultural Outreach 
Specialist Sandy Osceola. “The citizens of the United 
States are derived from many cultures, who have adopt- 
ed the principles of equal rights and freedom for every- 
one. Many have made the supreme sacrifice to ensure 
this way of life for future generations and protect their 
homeland. But none have fought longer, or given more, 
than the Native Americans. Today we hold their memo- 
ries in our hearts.” 

The fun-filled day of activities included sunbathing, 
beach volleyball, swimming, playing in the surf, build- 
ing sandcastles, collecting shells and spending valuable 
time with family and friends. 

A moment of silence was dedicated to those fallen 
warriors, veterans and military personnel currently serv- 
ing the country and protecting the American way of life. 



Maggie Porter displays the Memorial Day cake, honoring the 
fallen warriors who fought to protect the country. 
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THE PATIENT AND ANY OTHER PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT HAS A RIGHT TO REFUSE TO PAY, CANCEL PAYMENT, OR BE REIMBURSED FOR PAYMENT FOR ANY OTHER SERVICE, EXAMINATION, 

OR TREATMENT THAT IS PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF AND WITHIN 72 HOURS OF RESPONDING TO THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE FREE, DISCOUNTED FEE, OR REDUCED FEE SERVICE, EXAMINATION, OR TREATMENT. 


Criminal Defense 



— + — „ 

DU I 
VOP 

felony & misdemeanor 
Domestic Violence 
family law 
Child Support 
Traffic Tickets 


606 WEST SUGARLAND HWY, 
C lewiston. Florida 

+ 


The Law Office of 

Joseph *Mody h M. Hendry, ffil 

363 983-LAWS (5297) 


Nicole Slavik rides a wave into the surf at the edge of the beach. 
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Housing Dept. Moves to New Location 



BY MARISOL GONZALEZ fices, located at 3090 1 Buffalo Jim North on the Big Cy- 

Staff Reporter press Reservation. 

Attendees toured the facility, asked questions and 

BIG CYPRESS — The Big Cypress Housing learned about services the Housing Dept, has to offer. 
Dept, held an open house on May 20 for their new of- The department relocated from the second floor of 

the Family Investment 
Center into a larger space 
that can accommodate 
approximately 20 em- 
ployees. The department 
currently employs more 
than a dozen employees. 

Housing Dept. Ser- 
vice Manager Christina 
Martinez said the depart- 
ment moved to a larger 
space because of its 
commitment to provide 
the highest and best cus- 
tomer service for Tribal 
citizens. 

“We are very excited 
to be here,” Martinez 
said. 

She added that the 
office also includes a 
conference room, where- 
as in their previous loca- 
tion the department had 
no formal meeting space 
Jim Mitchell f or clients or community 

The new Housing Dept, offices located at 30901 Buffalo Jim North in Big Cypress. members. 


Seniors Visit Botanical Garden on Outing 



BY SHELLEY MARMOR cal Garden is located at 2000 Convention Center Drive, 

Staff Reporter on the grounds of the Miami Beach Convention Center. 

It is open Tuesdays-Sundays, 9 a.m.-5 p.m., and admis- 
MIAMI — About 15 Tribal seniors from the Hoi- sion is free. For more information please visit www.mb- 
lywood community took a trip to the Miami Beach Bo- garden.org or call (305) 673-7256. 
tanical Garden on June 9. 

On their visit, the seniors 
toured the 4.5 acre facility 
which features tropical flow- 
ers and trees, an orchid gar- 
den, a Japanese garden and 
an indoor museum, all in the 
heart of Miami Beach’s urban 
center. 

At the indoor museum the 
seniors saw an artistic instal- 
lation which featured works 
by Miami Beach-based art- 
ist Dina Knapp. Among other 
works art on display, they 
viewed Knapp’s “Florida 
Seminole and Her Child” a 
mixed-media piece that cen- 
ters around a circa 1950s pho- 
to of a Seminole woman hold- 
ing her baby in a papoose. 

After leaving the garden, 
the group went to the Dolphin 
Mall in Miami for some shop- 
ping and lunch at the Texas de 
Brazil restaurant, a Brazilian- 
Style steakhouse. Shelley Marmor 

The Miami Beach Botani- (L-R) Betty Osceola and Maggie Osceola at the Miami Beach Botanical Garden on June 9. 


PRAXIS 

A SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY 

1450 S.W. 11th Way, Deerfield Beach, FL 33441 

(corner of SW 15th St. across from Deerfield Beach High School) 


ONE BEDROOM - $700 
TWO BEDROOM - $800 

INCLUDES UTILITIES ! 


* BALCONY OR PATIO 

* WALL TO WALL CARPET 

* ELEVATORS 

* PICNIC AREA W/ GRILLS 

* SHUFFLEBOARDS 


* TWO CLUBHOUSES 

* SWIMMING POOL 

* JACUZZI 

* COMPUTER LAB 

* ON-SITE MANAGER 


Near to beaches, medical facilities, shopping. 

Limited transportation available. 


MUST BE 55 OR OLDER AND LOW INCOME QUALIFIED 


FOR MORE INFORMATION 

(954) 428-3480 

www.praxis2.com 


PRAXIS provides Equal 
Housing Opportunity 
and accepts housing 
vouchers. 



sJratecDtPurself fro m - - 
.making a mista k~cy- r^~T 
Practice these simple phrases! 

“No, you can't search my car." 

“No, you can’t search my home." 
“No, I don’t want to talk with you.” 
“Call my lawyer!' 


it’s 

mouth 

shut 


U 


Call Guy Seligman 

954 - 760-7600 

24 hours a day 


TV Wn-i WUiM Vi 



Submitted by Holly Billie 


Community Care for the Elderly staff members help seniors on the reservations with more than just basic tasks. 


Community Care for the Elderly 
Program Lends a Helping Hand 


BY HOLLY BILLIE 
Contributing Writer 

“There will always be more people willing to do 
great things than there are people who are willing to do 
little things.” — Rick Warren 

These words, written by Rick Warren, author of The 
Purpose Driven Life, appeared in one of his daily devo- 
tionals. As I continued to read this devotional, which 
also said, “Small tasks often show a big heart,” I was 
reminded of one of our Tribal community programs, 
Community Care for the Elderly, or CCE. 

This organization, under the direction of Alice 
Sweat, truly consists of individuals with big hearts, or, as 
their motto suggests, “Helping Hands, Caring Hearts.” 

In getting to know this staff, it is evident that each 
employee personally reflects this philosophy of caring 
and commitment. Each one is dedicated to completing 
the daily tasks assigned, no matter how insignificant 
they may appear to those determined to do great things. 


These tasks, in reality, are not so small. In addition 
to defined duties, such as cleaning, laundiy and yard up- 
keep, these folks are constantly involved in charitable 
activities during lunch hours and after work. 

Their bake sales helped purchase a playground for 
at-risk children on the Pine Radge Reservation in South 
Dakota, food and clothing donations were delivered to 
Navajo lands, Christmas gifts were purchased for mi- 
grant workers and their families, just to list a few of 
their projects. 

What they accomplish on a daily basis as they go 
from home to home, is so much more than sweeping and 
mowing. As they enter the homes on the reservations, 
they bring with them the love and attention so appreci- 
ated by the elderly and homebound who cherish their 
smiles and relish the moments of conversation they of- 
fer. 

In reflecting on this program, the leadership, and 
each individual, the words of Mother Theresa come to 
mind; “Do small things with great love.” 


Tribal Royalty Attends FSU Club Banquet 



BY WANDA BOWERS 
Contributing Writer 


(L-R) Janelle Osceola, Miss Florida Seminole D’Anna Osceola, Jr. Miss Florida Semi- 
nole Kirsten Doney and FSU alum Kyle Doney at the Seminole Club of Southwest 
Florida’s 34th annual Bobby Bowden Booster Tour Garnett & Gold Banquet. 


FT. MYERS, Fla. — Miss 
Florida Seminole D’Anna Osceola, 

Jr. Miss Florida Seminole Kirsten 
Doney, Little Mr. Seminole Lance 
Howard and Little Miss Seminole 
Aubee Billie, all from the Brighton 
Reservation, attended the Seminole 
Club of Southwest Florida’s 34th an- 
nual Bobby Bowden Booster Tour 
“Garnet & Gold Banquet” on the 
evening of May 16 at the Three Oaks 
Banquet Facility. 

The Seminole Club of South- 
west Florida helps Florida State 
University (FSU) students, parents 
of students, fans and alumni, “get to 
know fellow Seminoles in the South- 
west Florida area and. . .raise money 
for FSU and help local students ob- 
tain scholarships,” according to their 
official website, www.swflsemi- 
noles.com. 

Although FSU Head Coach 
Bobby Bowden was unable to attend the function due to 
an illness, Associate Head Coach Mickey Andrews did. 
The Seminole royalty in attendance said the highlight 
of the evening was having their pictures taken with An- 
drews and listening to his motivational speech and the 
presentations from the other guest speakers. 

During the evening those representing the Tribe re- 
ceived a standing ovation for having such a large pres- 
ence at the banquet and also for supporting the univer- 
sity. 

Also in attendance were the parents of our royalty, 
Janelle Osceola, James E. Billie, Larry Howard and 
Marilyn Doney. 

Kyle Doney, an FSU graduate and brother of Jr. 


Miss Seminole Kirsten Doney, also attended. While still 
in school at FSU, Doney served as the school mascot, 
Osceola, during several football games and planted the 
ceremonial spear into the ground. 

Seminole Princess Committee chaperones, Chris- 
tine McCall, the 2005 Miss Florida Seminole and an 
FSU grad, Brittney Yescas, the 2006 Miss Florida Semi- 
nole and Princess Committee Chairwoman Wanda Bow- 
ers, attended the event as well. 

In addition to the banquet, the Seminole Club of 
Southwest Florida held a “Catch and Release” fishing 
tournament on May 15 and a golf tournament on May 
16 to round out the activities that took place during the 
Bobby Bowden Booster Tour. 



Submitted by John & Brandy Micco-Romine 


Joshlynn Micco holds a baby alligator at Gatorama during her class trip. 


Joshlynn Micco, Classmates Visit Gatorama 


SUBMITTED BY JOHN & BRANDY MICCO-ROMINE 

PALMDALE, Fla. — In May, Joshlynn Micco, 9, 
and her classmates took a road trip to Gatorama, a road- 
side central Florida wildlife attraction. 

On their trip, the students discovered a lot of differ- 
ent animals, the alligator being just one of them. Josh- 
lynn was real excited when she got to hold a baby alliga- 
tor. They then moved on to see other animals, including 
a huge crocodile. All the children thought he looked 


mean but were still impressed and curious. 

Joshlynn and her classmates also learned more 
about the peacock, panther, skunk, parrots, turtle, bob- 
cats and other animals. All these animals where locked 
in cages to keep everyone safe. 

After eating lunch at Gatorama, Joshlynn and her 
classmates said bye to all their new animal friends, then 
got back on the bus and headed back to school. All the 
children said Gatorama was really fun. 
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Roger Smith Bids Farewell to Tampa Community 



BY RYAN WATSON 
Contributing Writer 

TAMPA — Former Brighton/Tampa Tribal Coun- 
cil Rep. Roger Smith visited Tampa for the final time as 
its representative on May 26. 

Showing gratitude for his past two years of service, 
employees at the Tampa 
Field Office shared kind 
words about Smith, as well 
as presented him with fare- 
well gifts. 

“I just want to say 
thank you for making it a 
good work environment 
and I hope you come back 
another day,” said Mainte- 
nance Foreman Paul Sim- 


want to thank you all for giving me the chance to work 
for you.” 

He also hinted that he may run for Tribal Council 
representative again in two years. 

“I only lost by one vote so someone needs to talk to 
their buddies because now I’ll need two votes,” Smith 
said. 


mons. 

Sgt. Robert Bronson of 
the Seminole Police Dept, 
credited Smith with bring- 
ing SPD closer to the Tam- 
pa community. 

“You really helped 
bridge the gap between this 
community and SPD and 
we appreciated you,” Bron- 
son said to Smith. 

Smith then took the 
stage to share his feelings 
about the community. 

“This is my last sup- 
per” he joked before ex- 
pressing his gratitude to the Ryan Watson 

Tampa community. “I just (L-R) Roger Smith receives a farewell a gift from Jim Raker, CFO of the Seminole Tribe Florida. 



Ryan Watson 


(L-R) Roger and Diane Smith with Tampa Liaison Richard Henry at the event. 



Marisol Gonzalez 


(L-R) Sonny Nevaquaya present the Head Eagle Staff to Chairman Mitchell Cypress, President Richard Bowers Jr., Brighton 
Tribal Council Rep. Roger Smith and Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. at the Tribal Council meeting briefing 
on May 19. The staff was presented to Nevaquaya on behalf of the Seminole Tribe of Florida and the Tribal Color Guard by 
Terry Fiddler (Cheyenne River Sioux) at the final Grand Entry during the 2009 Gathering of Nations Powwow in Albuquerque, 
N.M. on April 24. He said he accepted it with great honor, and added that accepting the staff is one of the highest honors 
that can be bestowed on a Tribe. During Nevaquaya’s journey back home to Hollywood, he said he felt protected and honored 
to be with such a significant item. 


Landscape Irrigation Water 
Restrictions in Effect in Five Counties 

Residents in Glades, Hendry, Collier, Broward, St Lucie Must Comply 


SUBMITTED BY ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 

Landscape irrigation restrictions apply to all sourc- 
es of water, from a utility to a private well or withdraw- 
als from a canal, lake or po nd, and all property sizes. 
Landscape irrigation for all property types and sizes is 
allowed two days a week on this schedule; odd num- 
bered addresses on Wednesday and Saturday from 12 
a.m.-lO a.m. and/or 4 p.m.-ll:59 p.m., and even num- 
bered addresses on Thursday and Sunday from 12 a.m.- 
10 a.m. and/or 4 p.m.- 11:59 p.m. 

Please keep in mind that watering is not allowed on 
any day between 10 a.m.-4 p.m. However, low volume 
systems such as drip, bubble and micro-jet systems that 
apply water directly to root plant zones, may be used 
any time. 

Please also follow these additional rules to be in 
compliance with state laws: 

New Plantings, Sod or Landscape on All Sized 
Property: 

On the first day: New landscaping can be watered 
without regard to restriction on the first day it is in- 
stalled. From 2-30 days: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, Saturday and/or Sunday; 12 a.m.-lO a.m. and / 
or 4 p.m.-ll:59 p.m. From 31 days to 60 days: Monday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, and/or Saturday; 12 a.m.-lO a.m. 


and/or 4 p.m.- 11:59 p.m. 

Hand Watering Stressed Plants: 

Ten minutes per day on any day using a single hose 
with an attached automatic shut-off nozzle. 

Fertilizer, Insecticide, Fungicide and Herbicide 
Water-In: 

Allowed during normally allowable watering days 
and times. 

Irrigation System Repair: 

Allowed during restricted days and times for clean- 
ing, testing, maintenance and repair no more that once 
per week and run time should not exceed 10 minutes 
per zone. An attendant must be on site in the area being 
tested and/or repaired. 

Reclaimed Water: 

Irrigation using 100 percent reclaimed and/or sup- 
plemental reclaimed water is allowed from 12 a.m.-lO 
a.m. and/or 4 p.m.- 1 1 :59 p.m. any day of the week. 

Vehicle Washing, Pressure Washing, Decorative 
Fountains and All Other Outdoor Water Uses: 

Allowed anytime; however, voluntary conservation 
is encouraged. 

For more information or questions contact Envi- 
ronmental Resource Management at (954) 465-4380 or 
(863) 763-4128. 
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All Private Schools are 
Not Created Equal! 


• Curriculum customized for each student! 


• Work at your own pace— quickly or 
slowly, without pressure or stress! 



• Student-faculty ratio of 15:1 

• No homework; no FCATs! 

• Textbooks & chalkboards have been 
replaced by laptop computers! 

• Open year-round. Choose your vacation! 

• Totally safe environment: no drugs, no 
weapons, no bullying, no harassment! 


• Grades 3-12 


• Fully accredited! 


• Incredible field 
trips! 


• Your child will 
enjoy going to 
school! 
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Students from the Ahfachkee School recite the Seminole Pledge of Allegiance. 



Stephen Galla 


(L-R) Tribal Board of Directors members Paul Bowers Sr., the new Big Cypress Rep., incumbent 
Brighton Rep. Johnnie Jones Sr. and the new Hollywood Rep. Marcellus Osceola Jr. swear in to their 
respective positions. 



Stephen Galla 

(L-R) Big Cypress Council Rep. David Cypress, Brighton Council Rep. Andrew Bowers Jr., Hollywood Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr., Big Cypress Board 
Rep. Paul Bowers Sr., Brighton Board Rep. Johnnie Jones Sr. and Hollywood Board Rep. Marcellus Osceola Jr. listen as emcee Moses “Bigg” Jumper Jr. 
(C) welcomes the audience to the Inaguration ceremony of Tribal Council and Board members held on on June 1. 


INAUGURATION 

From page 1A 


and hunt and bring food back for the village. 
Today we are hunting deals for our living.” 

Also representing the Hollywood Reserva- 
tion on the Board of Director’s side, first-term 
Rep. Marcellus W. Osceola Jr. spoke about the 
role he thinks the Board plays in overall Tribal 
affairs. 

“I want to help give the people back their 
voice and generate revenue for the whole Tribe; 
that way we do not have to rely on Council 
solely,” he said. “The Board is there to go out 
and get business and bring business back to the 
Tribe for the people and help the people in busi- 
ness and move forward.” 

Rep. Osceola said he got inspiration to run 
for office through his grandfather, Bill Osceola. 

“He taught me how to treat people,” Rep. 
Osceola said. “Their needs and wants and what 
can be done for them was important.” 

Longtime former Big Cypress/Immokalee 
Board Rep. Paul Bowers Sr. reclaimed his posi- 
tion on the Board, a post he held for close to 10 
years. 

“My focus will be helping the people again 
mostly in the cattle, farming and land use ar- 
eas,” Rep. Bowers pointed out. 

In addition to the swearing in ceremony, 
the Seminole Color Guard was on hand to pres- 
ent the colors and the students from both the 
Pemayetv Emahakv Charter and Ahfachkee 
Schools recited the Pledge of Allegiance, the 
Seminole Pledge of Allegiance and sang “This 
Land is Your Land.” Moses “Bigg” Jumper Jr., 
as in years past, served as emcee. 

The Tribal election took place on May 1 1 . 
Elections are held every two years for Tribal 
Council and Board representative positions. 




■ 



* 

|l ( IjA , 





Stephen Galla 


Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School students recite the Pledge of Allegiance at the Inauguration ceremony on June 1. 



Stephen Galla 

(L-R) Miss Florida Seminole D’Anna Osceola and Little Mr. Seminole 
Lance Howard wait for the ceremony to begin. 



Stephen Galla 

Color Guard member Joe Osceola Jr. presents the Seminole Flag during 
the Inauguration. 



Chairman Mitchell Cypress accepts the Chairman’s Leadership Award from 
the National Indian Gaming Association. 



Stephen Galla 

Big Cypress Council Rep. David Cypress, Brighton Council Rep. Andrew Bowers Jr. and Hollywood 
Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. swear in during the Inauguration ceremony. 



June 26, 2009 • The Seminole Tribune • llfl 


VETERANS 

From page 1A 


this wonderful building,” said Chairman Mitchell Cy- 
press. “If you see a veteran sitting next to you, thank 
him.” 

Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. 
shared a similar sentiment. 

“Today we dedicate this building not just to the vet- 
erans of today, but to all the warriors of the Seminole 
Tribe,” said Rep. Osceola. “Remember yesterday and 
that will keep tomorrow alive.” 

U.S. Congressman of the 13th District of Florida 
Yem Buchanan was in attendance to share in the mo- 
mentous occasion. 

“I applaud the vision and persistence to make this a 
reality,” said Congressman Buchanan. “It’s a world class 
facility and a fitting tribute to our veterans.” 

Congressman Tom Rooney of the 16th District of 
Florida was unable to attend due to being in Iraq but had 
an aide present to represent his support and appreciation. 

Former chairpersons were honored in a special rec- 
ognition. Moses “Bigg” Jumper Jr. spoke on behalf of 
his mother and former Tribal chairwoman, Betty Mae 
Jumper. 

“I know she would love to be here,” Jumper said. 
“In this building there is a lot of pride and honor.” 

Former Tribal chairmen Howard Tommie and James 
E. Billie were also recognized. 

Special guest speaker Lyndon Hooper, an Air Force 
veteran, addressed the crowd and spoke on the involve- 
ment of the Seminole Indians in America and the armed 
services. 

“We would not be here today without their service,” 
Hooper said. 

Keynote speaker and Seminole veteran Stanlo Johns 
joked that Hooper stole his speech but still managed to 
say a few words to the crowd on how the building came 
to be. 

More than 45 Seminole veterans were present and 
were applauded during a veteran roll call. Fallen soldiers 
were honored during a moment of silence followed by an 
emotional performance of Taps. 

Lunch was served which included home-cooked 



Rachel Buxton 


(L-R) Mike Tiger and Wonder Johns unveil the Vietnam War-era 
Army bronze statue. 



Rachel Buxton 


(L-R) Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr., Miss Florida Seminole D’Anna Osceola, Jr. Miss Florida Seminole Amber 
Craig, Chairman Mitchell Cypress, President Richard Bowers Jr., (Front Row, L-R) Little Mr. Seminole Lance Howard and Brigh- 
ton Jr. Miss Seminole Princess Aiyana Tommie at the official ribbon cutting ceremony of the Veterans’ Building. 



(L-R) John W. Huff Sr., Chairman Mitchell Cypress and Jack Smith Jr. wear traditional 
Seminole shirts with a camouflage pattern made by Brighton community member Danielle 
Howard especially for the event. 


delicacies by Mary Jo Micco. 

A formal ribbon cutting 
ceremony for the building fol- 
lowed lunch along with the un- 
veiling of seven bronze armed 
forces statues created by the 
father-son sculpture team 
Bronze by Cooley of Lamont, 

Fla. 

Individuals were able to 
tour the building that was de- 
signed in the shape of a star. 

On display in one of the rooms 
were arts and crafts by stu- 
dents from the Charter School. 

The James E. Billie Band per- 
formed in the main auditorium. 

Later that night a special 
concert from country musi- 
cian Travis Tritt was held at 
the Fred Smith Rodeo Arena in 
honor of the Seminole veter- 
ans. Tritt kept the crowd danc- 
ing and cheering to some of his 
old hits along with a few new 
songs from his latest album. 

The new Veterans’ Build- 
ing will not only be a place for 
Seminole veterans to gather 
but will serve as a multipur- 
pose building for the Tribe to 
hold gatherings and possible 
council meetings in the future. 

“It will have various uses,” said Andrew Bowers Sr. 
“It will be a benefit to all.” 

The veterans will continue to keep their Tribe safe 


by having their building serve as a shelter for community 
members during hurricanes and tornadoes. 

“We did more than fight for our country, we fought 
for our Tribe,” said John Huff Sr., president of Brighton 
Veterans’ Committee. 


Seminole Veterans 

Elton C. Baxley, Department of the Army 
Amos Moses Billie, United States Marine Corps 
Clifton L. Billie, Department of the Army 
Gary Billie, Department of the Army 
James E. Billie, Department of the Army 
David Billy, Department of the Air Force 
Andrew J. Bowers Jr., United States Marine Corps 
Dan Bowers, United States Marine Corps 
Eugene Bowers, Department of the Army 
Paul Bowers Sr., United States Marine Corps 
Stephen D. Bowers, Department of the Army 
Gabriel Coppedge, Department of the Army 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Department of the Army 
Camilla A. Frank, Department of the Army 
Joel M. Frank Sr. United States Marine Corps 
Craig Gopher, Department of the Army 
Sammy Gopher, Department of the Army 
Charles Hiers Sr., United States Marine Corps 
John W. Huff Sr., Department of the Army 
Joe L. Johns, Department of the Air Force 
Archie Johns Sr., Department of the Army 
Stanlo Johns, Department of the Army 
Timmy B. Johns, Department of the Army 
Wonder Johns, Department of the Army 
Coleman Josh, Department of the Army 
Harley Jumper, Department of the Army 
Carmelena Machevilli, Department of the Army 
Anthony K. Maus, Department of the Army 
Gary Mclnturff, Department of the Army 
Billie Micco, Department of the Army 
David H. Motlow Sr., Department of the Army 
Theodore S. Nelson Sr., Department of the Army 
David Nunez Jr., Department of the Navy 
Don Osceola, United States Marine Corps 
Jacob Osceola Sr., Department of the Army 
Jacob Osceola Jr., Department of the Army 
Joe Osceola Jr., Department of the Army 
Johnny Osceola, Department of the Army 
Moses B. Osceola, United States Marine Corps 
O.B. Osceola Sr., Department of the Army 
Russell Osceola Sr., Department of the Army 
Camillie A. Santiago, Department of the Army 
Randy Santigo, Department of the Army 
Eddie Shore, Department of the Army 
Jack Smith Jr., Department of the Army 
Michael D. Tiger, Army National Guard 
Howard Tommie, Army National Guard 
Constance Williams, Department of the Army 

Seminole Veteran 
Fallen Soldiers 


Roley C. Buck 
Noah Billie 
Billy Cypress 
Billy L. Cypress 
Herbert Cypress 
Charlie S. Gopher 
Henry J. Gopher 
Lester L. Gopher 
Cecil Johns 
Bert C. Johns 
Moses Jumper Sr. 
Earl Nelson 


Herman Osceola 
Jack Osceola Sr. 
Roy Nash Osceola 
Clifford Sanchez 
Fred Smith 
Jacob Storm 
Clyde Tiger 
Howard Tiger 
James F. Tiger Sr. 
Joseph Quinn Tiger 
Jackie Willie Jr. 



Preferred-Ultimate 

& Entertainment 

Premium Seating For 
All Local & National Events 
Concerts ★ Sports ★ Theatre 


For All Events Call: 

(305) 444-TIXX (8499) (800) 881-8499 
Visit us at: www.preferredultimate.com 


Happy with our Entertainment Service? 
Try our Full Travel Service 

Cruises »>■ Hotels >)• Airlines 

305-445-6566 or (866)445-6566 
Visit us at: www.preferredultimatetravel.com 


Upcoming Events: 

Toby Keith 
Beyonce 

War/Average White Band 
Pat Benatar 
John Legend 
Aerosmith 
WWE Smackdown 
Rascal Flatts 
American Idols Live 
Green Day 
Marilyn Manson 
Def Leppard/Poison 
Monster Jam 
Judas Priest 
Counting Crowes 
Jonas Brothers 
Crue Fest 
Depech Mode 
SugarLand 
Creed 
Metallica 


We Deliver - All Major Credit Cards Accepted 
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Sabre Billie Receives National 
Recognition, Artistic Award 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 


BIG CYPRESS — Staff from the 
Ahfachkee School held a special presenta- 
tion for sixth grade student Sabre Billie on 
May 8. 

Principal Walter Swan 
and then-Big Cypress 
Board Rep. Cicero Osceo- 
la presented Billie with a 
certificate and engraved 
plaque from the Native 
American Student Artist 
Competition. She placed 
second in the drawing part 
of the artwork category. 

Billie said she hopes 
to continue making her 
artwork and was pleased 
to receive the honor. 

In addition to her 
awards, Billie received 
various art materials so 
she can stay focused on her 
artwork and create more of 
it. Rep. Osceola also pre- 
sented Billie with a mini 
laptop for her to continue 
focusing on her education 
as well. 

“Our students are 
bright, and with these bright people in 
place we can only go higher from here,” 
Rep. Osceola said. 

A group of Billie’s peers, as well as 
her family members, mother, Sheila Bev- 
enue, father, William Bevenue, grand- 
mother, Judy Jim, brothers, Levi Billie and 
William Bevenue Jr., and sister, Trinity 
Williams, all attended the presentation. 


The competition was open to all 
American Indian and Alaska Native stu- 
dents, ranging from grades pre-kinder- 
garten through 12. In addition to the art 
competition, there was also a writing com- 
petition. Competition organizers received 
a total of 604 entries 
from 30 states. 

The theme of the 
Native American Stu- 
dent Artist Competi- 
tion was “Tradition is 
my Life, Education is 
my Future,” and Billie 
titled her piece, “Edu- 
cation Tree.” 

Her work, along 
with the other win- 
ning pieces of art, will 
tour the country start- 
ing on July 21. The 
exhibit will make its 
way from Washing- 
ton, DC, where it will 
be displayed at the 
National Museum of 
the American Indian, 
then go on to various 
museums in states in- 
cluding Oklahoma, 
Washington, Arizona 
and California. 

For students interested in entering the 
art or essay competition, guidelines, rules 
and instructions will be available in Sep- 
tember on the website http://kids.indianed- 
ucation.org. Students can submit any type 
of artwork including paintings, drawings, 
photographs and digital media. Writers can 
only submit personal essays. 




Rachel Buxton 


Miranda Dubois (Second from Left) receives the Dawn Marie Snow Fertitta memorial scholarship 
from (L-R) Indian River State College Advisor Janine Merriman, McKayla Snow and Indian River 
State College Provost Sam Smith. 


Dawn Marie Snow Fertitta 
Memorial Scholarship Awarded 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

OKEECHOBEE, Fla. — The family 
of the late Dawn Marie Snow Fertitta at- 
tended Okeechobee High School’s schol- 
arship night, held at the school May 19, to 
honor her memory by presenting a gradu- 
ating senior with a nursing school scholar- 
ship in her name. 

Fertitta’s daughter McKayla Snow, 12, 
awarded Miranda Dubois with the Dawn 
Marie Snow Fertitta Memorial Nursing 
Scholarship by presenting her with a bead- 
ed stethoscope. Dubois will attend Indian 
River State College in Okeechobee follow- 
ing high school. 

“I plan to become a registered nurse 


to help pursue my dream of becoming an 
obstetrician,” said Dubois. 

The memorial scholarship was started 
in 2007 by Fertitta’s father and stepmoth- 
er, Elbert and Judy Snow of the Brighton 
community. 

Fertitta was a licensed practical nurse 
studying to further her career by becoming 
a registered nurse when she passed away in 
a tragic car accident in 2003. 

A bowling tournament in Fertitta’s 
memory is held annually, helping to raise 
the money to make the scholarship pos- 
sible. 

“This scholarship is to help get a stu- 
dent started in the nursing field,” said El- 
bert Snow. 


Brittany Smith Joins Honor Society 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

FT. PIERCE — Brittany Smith was 
inducted into the Phi Theta Kappa Honor 
Society March 13 in a ceremony held at 
Indian River State College (IRSC) in Ft. 
Pierce. 

Smith, the daughter of Roger and Di- 
ane Smith, received this prestigious aca- 
demic title as a freshman at IRSC. 

To be eligible for membership to the 
honor society, students must complete 12 
hours of coursework that will be applied 
to an associate degree. Students must also 
maintain a grade point average of 3.5 or 
higher. 

One of the benefits of being a member 
of Phi Theta Kappa is its focus on the Soci- 
ety’s Hallmark of Scholarship, Leadership, 
Service and Fellowship, which can help 
students succeed in what they desire to do 
post-graduation. 

Smith, along with joining member- 
ship of Phi Theta Kappa, made the Dean’s 
List for excelling academically. 



Brittany Smith 



Judy Weeks 

The 2009 Ahfachkee High School graduating class is presented to the audience, (Back Row, L-R) Steven Hannahs, Alyssa Noah, Allen Hernandez, 
Randy Osceola, Herschel Frank, Bianca Fernandez, Principal Walt Swan, Demi Garza, Pastor Arlen Payne and Dawna Cypress, with Tribal Reps 
(Front Row, L-R) Trail Liaison William Osceola, Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr., Immokalee Board of Directors Liaison Delores 
Jumper, Immokalee Tribal Council Liaison Elaine Aguilar, Chairman Mitchell Cypress and BC Board Rep. Paul Bowers Sr., also on stage. 


Ahfachkee High Schoolers, 8th Graders 
Walk Across Graduation Stage 


BY JUDY WE EKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — As the Ahfachkee high school and 8th 
grade graduates received their diplomas on June 4, they took a 
giant step up the educational ladder. 

The joint commencement ceremony took place at the Her- 
man L. Osceola Gymnasium at 5:30 p.m. before a capacity audi- 
ence of family and friends who were eager to participate in the 
momentous occasion. 

The Ahfachkee School reached a milestone as the largest 
graduating high school class in the school’s history made its pro- 
cession into the auditorium. The graduates, Alyssa Noah, Bianca 
Fernandez, Dawna Cypress, Herschel Frank, Demi Garza, Steven 
Hannahs, Allen Hernandez and Randy Osceola, wearing red caps 
and gowns with bands of patchwork in Tribal colors, all received 
their diplomas at the ceremony. 

Following in their footsteps were the 8th grade graduates, 
Alexis Aguilar, Rickyjoe Alumbaugh, O’Shaa’Ne Cypress, Tyler 
Cypress, Taylor Fulton, Chad Motlow, Anthony Oliver, Bradley 
Osceola and Tequesta Tiger. These nine, wearing yellow gowns, 
also walked across the graduation stage. 

Principal Walt Swan acknowledged the school staff and par- 
ents for their hard work and commitment in helping to bring the 
graduates to this point in their development. 

“Creating responsible adults that strive to reach their po- 
tential is a 24 hour a day job and your dedication is commend- 
able,” Swan said. “When I came here last year, the enrollment of 
the school was slightly less than 200 students. This number has 


rapidly increased and so have our goals. With your help, pro- 
grams are being reorganized and standards elevated to meet the 
demands of the educational requirements for the future of the 
Seminole Tribe.” 

During the ceremony, the Class of 2009 ’s valedictorian Alys- 
sa Noah expressed her appreciation to the Seminole Tribe for al- 
lowing her to attend the Ahfachkee School and made assurances 
that she plans to further her education a manner that will benefit 
others. 

Many members of the Tribal leadership were in attendance 
to accept Noah’s words of gratitude, including Chairman Mitch- 
ell Cypress. 

“History gives you roots and culture, but education provides 
opportunities for the present and ensures that we have a tomor- 
row,” Chairman Cypress said. “We are hoping to invite the gradu- 
ates to participate in a program that would introduce them to the 
mechanics of the Tribal government and encourage them to see 
the requirements of leadership. Their education and determina- 
tion are our guarantee of the future.” 

Big Cypress Board of Directors Rep. Paul Bowers Sr., who 
presented the colors with Seminole Police Dept. Officer Bruce 
Hale during the commencement ceremony, also spoke to the 
graduates and encouraged them to keep pursuing their dreams. 

“Now that you have made it this far, you have proven that 
you can go further,” said Rep. Bowers. “Set goals and strive to 
achieve them. We are depending upon you.” 

Please see AHFACHKEE on page 3B 
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The 2009 Ahfachkee eighth grade graduating class, (Back Row, L-R) OShaa’ne Cypress, Pastor Arlen Payne, Taylor Fulton, Rickyjoe Alumbaugh, 
Anthony Oliver, Bradley Osceola, Alexis Aguilar and Tequesta Tiger along with Tribal and school representatives. 


Charter School Ends Year with Award Ceremony 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — The stu- 
dents at Pemayetv Emahakv 
ended the 2008-2009 school 
year with their fourth nine 
weeks award ceremonies, held 
June 2-3 in the breezeway of 
the Charter School, intended 
to honor the students’ scholas- 
tic excellence. 

“You’ve accomplished 
quite a bit this year,” said Prin- 
cipal Russell Brown. 

Parents and teachers ap- 
plauded the kindergarten 
through fourth graders on June 
2 as students received awards 
for their accomplishments in 
their Creek, arts and crafts and 
Seminole history classes. Stu- 
dents were also recognized for 
their academic achievements. 

“I know you have worked 
hard and I know your parents 
have worked hard with you,” 
said Brown. “It’s a team effort. 

The Pemayetv Emahakv 
graduates got their own spe- 
cial awards ceremony June 


3. The schooFs fifth graders 
gathered in the breezeway for 
the last time as they received 
their awards. 

“You’re winding out your 
time with us,” said Brown. 

“You have helped build the 
foundation for this quality fa- 
cility.” 

Along with the regular 
honorable awards distributed, 
a special award was handed 
out to 17 recipients for out- 
standing academic achieve- 
ment known as the President’s 
Education Award. Students 
who received the prestigious 
award received a personal 
letter from President Barack 
Obama congratulating them 
on their commitment and dedi- 
cation to education. 

Following the fifth grade 
award presentation, attendees 
watched a slide show display- 
ing memories shared during 
the students’ time at the Char- 
ter School. 

Rachel Buxton 

Please see AWARDS on page (L-R) Arts and crafts teacher Jenny Shore presents Michael Garcia with the 
2B for a list of recipients Most Improved award. 
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Charter School Students Display Crafts 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Pemayetv Emahakv opened its 
doors to parents May 29 for a day of pride as students 
showed off their year’s worth of hard work from their 
Creek language and arts and crafts classes. 

Each parent was invited to attend their child’s 
Creek language class where the student-made arts and 
crafts were on display in shadow boxes. Each grade 
level worked on different traditional Seminole arts and 
crafts throughout the year. 

“They did a real good job,” said Tribal citizen and 
cultural education teacher Nancy Shore. 

The kindergartners began learning the art of bead- 
ing. They started the year using big beads to make key 
chains and then gradually as the year went on started 
using smaller and smaller beads to make bracelets and 
necklaces. 

First grade students also learned the basics of 
beading but worked on more challenging bracelet ver- 
sions. 

The second graders learned another Seminole tra- 
ditional craft, patchwork. Students were able to pick 
their own design and colors as they created patchwork 
pillows. 

The third grade students used smaller beads and 
more difficult bracelet and necklace designs known 


as “daisy chains.” Camryn Thomas was able to mas- 
ter her skill and even create matching earrings for her 
jewelry set. 

Students in the fourth grade modernized the use of 
beading and created beaded covers for pens. 

The graduating fifth graders proved they are learn- 
ing their culture. The fifth grade students not only 
worked on beading but they also learned stitching. The 
students first learned the basics of stitching by making 
a picture frame and then from there advanced to stitch- 
ing baskets. 

“They can’t believe they can do this,” said Shore. 

Shore said she learned her native arts and crafts 
skills from her great-grandmother. She explained how 
the students aren’t learning the crafts and history at 
home anymore. 

“They are teaching their parents how to do this,” 
said Shore. “They’re going to thank me one day.” 

Refreshments were served to the parent visitors as 
a video presentation played showing the students mak- 
ing their crafts in the classroom. 

Arts and crafts classes were held once a week. 
Some students were so intrigued and eager to learn 
their culture that they would pop in a couple times a 
week if they had any free hours. 

“It’s important to leam this so we can teach it 
to our kids when we grow up, said fifth grader Jaron 
Johns,” 


Pemayetv Emahakv Holds Annual 
Creek Spelling Bee 

Student Odessa King Captures First Place, Wins Trophy 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Four students vied for supremacy 
as they competed for the title in Pemayetv Emahakv ’s 
second annual Creek Spelling Bee held on May 18 in 
the breezeway of the Charter School. 

Raeley Matthews, Ivess Baker, Odessa King and 
Tyra Baker fought it out, with King claiming first place 
and snagging the trophy. 

Matthews, Ivess Baker, King and Tyra Baker all 
took first place in their grade, levels 2-5, respectively, 
to secure their spot in the school Creek Spelling Bee. 

Matthews, Ivess Baker and King made it to the sec- 
ond round with Matthews and King taking it to a third 
and then a fourth round. 

Director of Cultural Education Lorene Gopher pro- 
nounced the words for Matthews and King to spell. 

Cultural education teachers Jade Braswell, Gin- 
ger Jones and Nancy Shore helped as listeners keeping 
track of how the children spelled the words. 

King had to spell two words correctly in a row to 
be named the winner. King’s final word came down to 
ehomv, which translates to the English preposition “in 
front of.” 

“It is tough getting in front of a big crowd,” said 
Principal Russell Brown. “But all the contestants did a 
very impressive job.” 
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Ginger Jones (L) accepts the trophy for the first ever parents’ 
Creek Spelling Bee. 
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(L-R) Odessa King receives her first place trophy from Assis- 
tant Cultural Education Director Shelly Walker. 

Prior to the student Creek Spelling Bee, the Culture 
Dept, held a Teacher Creek Spelling Bee for the first 
time on May 4 and a Parent Creek Spelling Bee was 
held on May 5. 

The teacher and parent spelling bees helped encour- 
age students to practice their Creek language at home in 
preparation for the school wide Creek Spelling Bee. 

Kindergarten teacher Melody Webber and fifth 
grade teacher Heather Dobbs were the only two teach- 
ers brave enough to test their Creek language skills in 
front of an audience. After a few brief rounds Dobbs 
took the title as the winner of the first ever Teacher 
Creek Spelling Bee. 

In the parents’ spelling bee four parents had the 
courage to stand up and participate as the children 
cheered them on. Michele Thomas, Laveme Thomas, 
Suraiya Smith and Ginger Jones gave it their best shot 
taking turns showing their knowledge of their native 
language. Jones took the title by correctly spelling the 
Creek word, custake, which means “egg.” 


AWARDS 

From page IB 


Pemayetv Emahakv Award Recipients 

Kindergarten 

Effort: Jayton Baker, John Beck, Jagger Gaucin, Jason 
Webber, AJ Cypress, Mariah Billie, Alonnie Gore, Heith 
Lawrence, Ruby Osceola, Billy Bailey, Kyandra Harris. 
Citizenship: Ramone Baker, Aubee Billie, Kanyon Billie, 
Tayla Burns, Haylie Huff, Ryanna Osceola, Davin Carrillo, 
Shaela French, Dathen Garcia, Kobe Jimmie, Alonnie Gore, 
Heith Lawrence. 

Improvement: Hyatt Brugh, Destiny Elliott, Norman Osceo- 
la, Morgan Yates, Daven Buck, Justin Gopher, Kyandra 
Harris, Caylie Huff, Ruby Osceola, Davin Carrillo. 

1 00% Club: Hyatt Brugh, John Beck, Destiny Elliott, Aubee 
Billie, Ramone Baker, Jagger Gaucin, Hunter Howard, Hay- 
lie Huff, Caylie Huff, Kyandra Harris, Daven Buck, Davin 
Carrillo, Ruby Osceola, Billy Bailey, Heith Lawrence, Mariah 
Billie, Alonnie Gore, Justin Gopher, Morgan Yates, Jayton 
Baker, Norman Osceola, AJ Cypress. 

Creek Class: Lorene Gopher’s Class: Most Improved - 
Mariah Billie, Best Writing Skills - Daven Buck, Effort - 
Caylie Huff, Best Creek Speaker - Heith Lawrence; Jenny 
Shore’s Class: Most Improved - Tayla Burns, Best Writing 
Skills - John Beck, Effort - Jayton Baker, Best Creek 
Speaker - Hyatt Brugh. 

Arts and Crafts Class: Nancy Shore’s Class: Most Improved 
- Ramone Baker, Craftsmanship - Caylie Huff, Effort - 
Jayton Baker, Best Creek Speaker - Aubee Billie. 
Citizenship Award for the Year: Aubee Billie - Mrs. Web- 
ber’s Class, Caylie Huff - Mrs. Duncan’s Class. 

1 00 Book Challenge: John Beck - 1 Medallion, Aubee Bil- 
lie - 1 Medallion, Destiny Elliott - 1 Medallion. 

First Grade 

Effort: Dante Thomas, Mallorie Thomas, Sage Motlow, 
Silas Madrigal, Malcolm Jones, Aniya Gore, Araya Young- 
blood, Tanner Shore, Nyah Davidson, Edward Gaucin, 
Marcie Osceola, Myron Billie, Katie Beck, Eecho Billie, 
Ozzy Osceola, Jacee Jumper, Rubie Osceola. 
Citizenship: Aniya Gore, Dante Thomas, Mallorie Thomas, 
Waylynn Bennett, Sage Motlow, Malcolm Jones, Araya 
Youngblood, Tucker Johns, Myron Billie, Kamani Smith, 
Alexis Gore, Keira French, Madisyn Osceola, Alyssa Gonza- 
lez, Nyah Davidson, Marcie Osceola, Caillou Smith , Laila 
Bennett, Eecho Billie, Jaylen Baker, Ozzy Osceola, Bevyn 
Billie, Hunter Howard. 

Improvement: Jahbahn Arnold, Tucker Johns, Silas 
Madrigal, Tanner Shore, Donovan Harris, Redheart Billie, 
Caillou Smith, Robert Harris, Aleah Turtle, Hunter Howard, 
Kai Osceola. 

Bronze Award (3.0-3.4 GPA GPA): Tucker Johns, Myron Bil- 
lie, Keira French, Madisyn Osceola, Marcie Osceola, Ozzy 
Osceola, Jacee Jumper, Rubie Osceola. 

Silver Award (3.5-3.9 GPA GPA): Malcolm Jones, Silas 
Madrigal, Dante Thomas, Mallorie Thomas, Nyah David- 
son, Edward Gaucin, Eecho Billie. 

Gold Award (4.0 GPA GPA): Aniya Gore, Kamani Smith, 
Katie Beck. 

Straight A’s All Year:: Katie Beck, Aniya Gore, Kamani 
Smith. 

100 Book Challenge: Eecho Billie - 1 Medallion, Edward 
Gaucin - 1 Medallion, Hunter Howard - 1 Medallion. 
Citizenship Award for the Year: Sage Motlow - Mrs. Davis’ 
Class, Myron Billie - Mrs. Ringstaff’s Class, Eecho Billie - 
Mrs. Hudson’s Class. 


Student Council Representative: Mallorie Thomas. 
Creek Class: Lorene Gopher’s Class: Most Improved - 
Madisyn Osceola, Best Writing Skills - Keira French, Effort 

- Kamani Smith, Best Creek Speaker - Donovan Harris; 
Jenny Shore’s Class: Most Improved - Tanner Shore, Best 

Writing Skills - Rubie Osceola, Effort- Jahbahn Arnold, 
Best Creek Speaker - Jacee Jumper. 

Arts and Crafts Class: Nancy Shore’s Class: Most Improved 

- Jahbahn Arnold, Craftsmanship - Rubie Osceola, Effort 

- Edward Gaucin, Best Creek Speaker - Eecho Billie. 
History Class: Jade Braswell’s Class: Most Improved - 

Redheart Billie, Araya Youngblood, Aleah Turtle 
Effort - Kamani Smith, Tucker Johns, Kai Osceola, 
Achievement - Myron Billie, Silas Madrigal, Eecho Billie. 

Second Grade 

Effort: Blake Baker, Lance Howardm, Oscar Yates, Lucas 
Osceola, Raeley Matthews, Billy Yates, Satie Rico, Tyler 
Howard, Gage Riddle, Drake Lawrence. 
Citizenship: Keely Billie, Aleina Micco, Kano Puente, Krysta 
Burton, Alyke Baker, Alicia Fudge, Aidan Tommie. 
Improvement: Andrew Fish, Ridge Bailey, Mariah Smith, 
Kyle Palmisano, Luzana Venzor, Alyke Baker, Jarrett Bert. 
Bronze Award (3.0-3.4 GPA): Andrew Fish, Krysta Burton, 
Lance Howard. 

Silver Award (3.5-3.9 GPA): Aleina Micco, Keely Billie, 
Satie Rico, Gage Riddle, Aidan Tommie. 

Gold Award (4.0 GPA): Kano Puente, Oscar Yates, Raeley 
Matthews. 

Straight A’s All Year: Kano Puente, Raeley Matthews. 
Citizenship Award for the Year: Alyke Baker - Mrs. Ball’s 
Class, Aleina Micco - Mrs. Moss’s Class. 

Student Council Representative: Raeley Matthews. 
Perfect Attendance: Kano Puente, Krysta Burton, Lance 
Howard. 

Creek Class: Lorene Gopher’s Class: Most Improved - 
Alyke Baker, Best Writing Skills - Alicia Fudge, Effort - 
Gage Riddle, Best Creek Speaker- Aidan Tommie; Jenny 
Shore’s Class: Most Improved - Oscar Yates, Best Writing 
Skills - Mariah Billie, Effort - Ridge Bailey, Best Creek 
Speaker - Blake Baker. 

Arts and Crafts Class: Nancy Shore’s Class: Most Improved 

- Ridge Bailey, Craftsmanship - Aleina Micco, Effort — 
Oscar Yates, Best Creek Speaker - Gage Riddle. 

History Class: Jade Braswell’s Class: Most Improved - Os- 
car Yates, Billy Yates, Effort - Keely Billie, Drake Lawrence, 
Achievement - Kano Puente, Aidan Tommie. 

Third Grade 

Effort: Logan Ortiz, Bly Davidson, Cyrus Smedley, Michael 
Girtman, Richard Harris, Joseph Osceola, Camryn Thomas, 
Layne Thomas, Dyami Nelson, Cheyenne Fish, Dalton Girt- 
man, Brian Bishop. 

Citizenship: Aiyana Tommie, Elijah Billie, Reed Gopher, 
Sunni Bearden, Cady Osceola, Ivess Baker, Easton Moss, 
Jalynn Jones, Chloe Chalfant, Rylee Smith, Morgan King, 
Brady Rhodes. 

Bronze Award (3.0-3.4 GPA): Michael Girtman, Ivess Baker, 
Bly Davidson, Jalynn Jones, Cheyenne Fish, Marquis 
Fudge, Isaac Osceola, Dalton Girtman. 

Silver Award (3.5-3.9 GPA): Easton Moss, Brian Bishop, 
Chloe Chalfant, Morgan King, Joseph Osceola. 

Gold Award (4.0 GPA): Aiyana Tommie, Camryn Thomas, 
Layne Thomas, Dyami Nelson, Rudy Juarez, Brady Rhodes. 
Straight A’s All Year: Aiyana Tommie. 

Creek Class: Lorene Gopher’s Class: Most Improved - 
Chloe Chalfant, Best Writing Skills - Camryn Thomas, 
Effort - Rudy Juarez, Best Creek Speaker - Dyami Nelson; 
Jenny Shore’s Class: Most Improved - Bly Davidson, Best 
Writing Skills - Elijah Billie, Effort - Logan Ortiz, Best 


Creek Speaker - Cyrus Smedley. 

Arts and Crafts Class: Nancy Shore’s Class: Most Improved 
- Cheyenne Fish, Craftsmanship - Camryn Thomas, Effort 
- Rylee Smith, Best Creek Speaker - Aiyana Tommie. 
History Class: Jade Braswell’s Class: Most Improved - 
Logan Ortiz, Cheyenne Fish, Effort - Ivess Baker, Brian 
Bishop, Achievement - Aiyana Tommie, Rudy Juarez. 

Student Council Representative: Aiyana Tommie. 
Citizenship Award for the Year: Elijah Billie - Mrs. Cle- 
ments’ Class, Camryn Thomas - Mrs. Pryor’s Class. 

Fourth Grade 

Effort: Courtney Gore, Lanie Sedatol, Samuel Osceola, 
Sean Osceola, Rylee Osceola, Trevor Thomas, Andrew 
Dobbs. 

Citizenship: Courtney Gore, Kelton Smedley, Bethany Billie, 
Diamond Shore, Raylon Eagle, Robert Fudge, Jermaine 
Bennett, Ruben Burgess. 

Bronze Award (3.0-3.4 GPA): Martina Herrera, Jermaine 
Bennett, Ruben Burgess, Robert Fudge, Diamond Shore, 
Raylon Eagle. 

Silver Award (3.5-3.9 GPA): Drayton Billie, Demetrius 
Clark, Erik Garcia, Odessa King, Joshua Madrigal, Crysten 
Smith, Bethany Billie, Sean Osceola. 

Gold Award (4.0 GPA): Jaden Puente, Bailey Tedders, 
Trevor Thomas, Andrew Dobbs, Rylee Osceola. 
Straight A’s All Year: Jaden Puente. 

Student Council Representative: Joshua Madrigal. 

100 Book Challenge: Joshua Madrigal - 1 Medallion. 
Perfect Attendance: Jaden Puente. 

Citizenship Award for the Year: Diamond Shore - Mrs. Ted- 
der’s Class, Crysten Smith - Mrs. Williams’ Class. 
Safety Patrols: Sean Osceola, Diamond Shore, Trevor 
Thomas, Erik Garcia, Jaden Puente. 

Creek Class: Lorene Gopher’s Class: Most Improved - 
Martina Herrera, Best Writing Skills - Odessa King, Effort - 
Crysten Smith, Best Creek Speaker - Jaden Puente; Jenny 
Shore’s Class: Most Improved - Samuel Osceola, Best 
Writing Skills - Bethany Billie, Effort - Lanie Sedatol, Best 
Creek Speaker - Andrew Dobbs. 

Arts and Crafts Class: Nancy Shore’s Class: Most Improved 
-Trevor Thomas, Craftsmanship - Martina Herrera, Effort 
- Raylon Eagle, Best Creek Speaker - Erik Garcia. 
History Class: Jade Braswell’s Class: Most Improved - 
Raylon Eagle, Drayton Billie, Effort - Ruben Burgess, 
Jaden Puente, Achievement -Trevor Thomas, Odessa 
King. 


Fifth Grade 

Effort: Allison Gopher, Chastity Harmon, Jayce Smith, Rich- 
ard Smith, Yopalakiyo Osceola, Dezmon Shore. 
Citizenship: Imillakiyo Osceola, Joshua Greenbaum, Zach- 
ary Hudson, Kailin Brown. 

Bronze Award (3.0-3.4 GPA): Tyra Baker, Thomas Bearden, 
Elizabeth Johns, Keyana Nelson, Donovan Osceola, Rayven 
Smith, Michael Garcia, Kalgary Johns, Royce Osceola, 
Trista Osceola. 

Silver Award (3. 5-3.9 GPA): Rumor Juarez, Tamea Allen, 
Boyd Brown, Harley Johns, Brydgett Koontz, Lahna Seda- 
tol, Taylor Holata. 

Gold Award (4.0 GPA): Joshua Greenbaum, Zachary Hud- 
son, Kailin Brown, Jaron Johns, Zeke Matthews, Cheyenne 
Nunez, Melany Williams. 

Straight A’s All Year: Zachary Hudson, Kailin Brown, Chey- 
enne Nunez, Melany Williams. 

Student Council Representatives: Imillakiyo Osceola, Zach- 
ary Hudson. 

100 Book Challenge: Joshua Greenbaum - 1 Medallion, 
Brydgett Koontz - 1 Medallion. 

Perfect Attendance: Jaron Johns, Keyana Nelson. 
Citizenship Award for the Year: Elizabeth Johns - Mrs. 
Dobbs’ Class, Michael Garcia - Mrs. Finney’s Class. 
Safety Patrols: Michael Garcia, Kailin Brown, Tamea Allen, 
Melany Williams. 

President’s Education Award (3.0-3.4 GPA): Tamea Allen, 
Allison Gopher, Elizabeth Johns, Harley Johns, Keyana 
Nelson, Trista Osceola, Taylor Holata; (3. 5-4.0 GPA): Boyd 
Brown, Joshua Greenbaum, Jaron Johns, Zeke Mat- 
thews, Cheyenne Nunez, Donovan Osceola, Rumor Juarez, 
Melany Williams, Kailin Brown, Zachary Hudson. 
Creek Class: Lorene Gopher’s Class: Most Improved - Al- 
lison Gopher, Best Writing Skills - Zachary Hudson, Effort 

- Rumor Juarez, Best Creek Speaker - Tyra Baker; Jenny 
Shore’s Class: Most Improved - Royce Osceola, Best Writ- 
ing Skills - Donovan Osceola, Effort - Taylor Holata, Best 

Creek Speaker - Lahna Sedatol. 

Arts and Crafts Class: Nancy Shore’s Class: Most Improved 

- Michael Garcia, Craftsmanship - Zeke Matthews, Effort 
- Dezmon Shore, Best Creek Speaker - Kalgary Johns. 
History Class: Jade Braswell’s Class: Most Improved - 

Cheyenne Nunez, Rayven Smith, Effort - Dezmon Shore, 
Zachary Hudson, Achievement - Jaron Johns, Taylor 
Holata. 
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Tribal leaders and school staff, (L-R) BC Board Rep. Paul Bowers Sr., Ahfachkee Principal Walt Swan, Pastor Arlen Payne, 
Hendry County Commissioner Karson Turner, Immokalee Tribal Council Liaison Elaine Aguilar and School Coordinator Eileen 
Hagar, present the kindergarten Class of 2009 to the audience. 


Ahfachkee Kindergartners Honored 
at School’s Graduation Ceremony 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Family and friends gathered in 
the cafeteria at the Ahfachkee School on June 3 to wit- 
ness the graduation of the kindergarten Class of 2009. 

Wearing black caps and Seminole patchwork 
trimmed gowns, Carlos Bermudez, Hermione Calde- 
ron, Valholly Frank, Ramona Jimmie, Hehchoo-Ye 
Jumper, Adrian Mendoza, Liberty Robbins, Willie 
Smith, Amaya Solano, Spencer Aguilar, Kobe Billie, 
Katrina Colombo, Kamari Ivey, Canaan Jumper, Leo 
Osceola-Onco, Brandi Osceola and Camden Rhymes, 
received their diplomas at the ceremony. 

Smiles and chuckles accompanied a video presen- 
tation that introduced the students and made it possible 
to visit them in their classrooms and schoolyard dur- 
ing the past year. Individually, the children talked about 
their favorite things and what they plan to do when they 
become adults. 

Following the Seminole Pledge and Pledge of Al- 
legiance to the American Flag, Principal Walt Swan 
acknowledged the kindergarten teachers, Bernadette 
Schyvinch and Joey Hernandez, and their instructional 
aides, Tara McGee and Michelle Walker. 

“I join these teachers in thanking you, as parents 



(L-R) Principal Walt Swan congratulates kindergarten grad 
Hehchoo-Ye Juniper. 


and guardians, for sharing your most precious gift with 
us,” Swan said. “These youngsters are in their forma- 
tive years and it is our goal to help them develop the 
skills necessary to experience a successful educational 
career. The Seminole Tribe leads the way.” 

In conclusion, Swan discussed the growth and de- 
velopment of the programs for the coming school year 
as the school evolves to meet the demands of the next 
generation. 

Big Cypress Board Rep. Paul Bowers Sr. also ad- 
dressed the graduates and attendees during the ceremo- 
ny. 

“I see before me the bright, shining faces that rep- 
resent our future. It is our job, as parents and leaders, 
to help them set high standards and then help them to 
reach their goals,” Rep. Bowers said. “They will be- 
come what we make of them. Today, they depend on us; 
tomorrow we will depend on them.” 

Immokalee Tribal Council Liaison Elaine Agui- 
lar also spoke at the Ahfachkee School’s kindergarten 
graduation. 

“Immokalee is grateful that Ahfachkee has opened 
its doors to our children,” said Liaison Aguilar. “It is a 
long day for our students and their parents because of 
the distance they must travel, but it is a worthwhile road 
for them to follow.” 

She directed her next remarks to the graduates. 

“Today you become first graders and it is a long 
ladder that you must climb,” Liaison Aguilar said. 
“Study and enjoy your school years because there is so 
much for you to learn. No one knows what tomorrow 
will bring, but one thing is certain; no one can take your 
education away from you and it is your key to survival.” 

School Coordinator Eileen Hagar also spoke to the 
graduates on their special day. 

“I taught some of your parents and now you have 
come to acquire the education that will be necessary for 
you to achieve your goals, and eventually, produce an- 
other generation of leaders,” she said. “Each of you is 
a representative of the Seminole Tribe. Through educa- 
tion, you can insure its future and build a better tomor- 
row.” 

As commencement speaker, Hendry County Com- 
missioner Karson Turner talked about the importance 
of education for everyone, not just the Seminole Tribe. 

“As kindergarteners, you feel that everyone is 
watching you and you are right,” said Commissioner 
Turner. “All eyes are on you because you are important 
to everyone in this room, your leaders and your coun- 
try. Education provides the opportunity for everyone to 
achieve their goals, but you must take advantage of that 
opportunity in order for it to happen.” 


AHFACHKEE 

From page IB 


During his commencement address, Hollywood 
Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. encouraged and 
inspired his audience. Having graduated from McAr- 
thur High School and the University of Miami, he is 
an inductee of both the Broward County and Seminole 
Tribe Sports Halls of Fame. Rep. Osceola is also a 
sports coach and strong advocate of education. 

“Growing is mandatory, but growing up is option- 
al,” began Rep. Osceola. “As eighth graders, you have 
four more years to prepare, and as high school gradu- 
ates, I say that your time has arrived.” 

“Our [Tribal] Council’s goal is to provide for every 
member of the Tribe,” he continued. “A long time ago 
that meant hunt, plant, fish and protect. Today, we call 
that management of commodities and Native Ameri- 
cans were among the first to understand this principle.” 

Rep. Osceola added that the Tribe, owning busi- 
nesses in 50 countries, can now provide limitless oppor- 
tunities to Tribal citizens, both in the U.S. and abroad. 

“Today you receive the key to a door that some 
people have to bang on very hard and there is no guar- 
antee that it will open for them,” Rep. Osceola said. 
“We are here to help you choose a vocation, go to col- 
lege and earn your place on the road to success.” 

Immokalee Tribal Council Liaison Elaine Aguilar 
also reiterated the importance of getting an education. 

“Fifty years ago, we thought it was enough to learn 
to read, write and speak English, so I quit school in the 
eighth grade,” said Liaison Aguilar. “That was a big 
mistake that I do not want you to make. I realized my 
error and went back to get my GED.” 

“You are role models for the next generation,” 
she went on to say. “Continue your education and then 
come back to us. We will be waiting for you, because 
some day we will need you to climb into our shoes of 
leadership and carry us forward.” 

Trail Liaison William Osceola echoed Liaison 
Aguilar’s remarks. 

“With education, the world will become your oys- 
ter and you will be a pearl with unlimited value to your- 
selves and your people,” Liaison Osceola said. 

Superintendent of Hendry County Schools Rick 
Murphy also made a guest appearance in recognition of 
the Seminole Tribe’s commitment toward higher educa- 
tional standards and applauded the graduates for their 
achievements. 
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Valedictorian Alyssa Noah addresses her classmates. 


Class of 2009 Looks to the Future 

Valedictorian Alyssa Noah plans to attend the Art 
Institute of Fort Lauderdale while developing a career 
in photography. 

Salutatorian Bianca Fernandez is applying to the 
University of Miami to specialize in sports medicine. 

Dawna Cypress considers her diploma a begin- 
ning and although she has not selected a vocation, she 
is checking into her SAT Test and exploring possibili- 
ties. 

Herschel Frank would like to attend a vocational 
school. 

Demi Garza enjoys math and plans to study for 
a degree in accounting and then seek a position with 
the Tribe. In addition, she has always had a passion for 
the culinary arts and is entertaining a back up plan for 
schooling to become a pastry chef. 

Steven Hannahs realizes the need to continue his 
education, but has not yet chosen what course he will 
take for the future. 

Allen Hernandez plans to apply to Florida State 
University and take basic academic courses while he 
chooses a major. 

Randy Osceola will be attending a vocational 
school to further his knowledge of mechanics and 

looks forward to opening his own business. 


Ahfachkee Students Awarded 
at Yearend Ceremony 




Freelance Reporter 


BIG CYPRESS — Recogniz- 
ing the students’ accomplishments 
for the year of 2008-2009, the staff 
of the Ahfachkee School held its 
Year End Awards Ceremony on 
June 4 in the cafeteria. 

The pre-kindergarten through 
5th graders attended the first as- 
sembly at 9 a.m., and the 6th grade 
through high school assembly fol- 
lowed. 

Principal Walt Swan opened 
the presentation with the Seminole 
Warrior chant and then called for a 
round of applause for the teachers 
and aides who had guided the stu- 
dents throughout the year. 

Providing a brief summary of 
the year’s activities and accom- 
plishments, Swan congratulated 
the students on a job well done. 
While addressing the high school, 
he discussed the new curriculum 
for the fall session, addition of 
elective courses and individual 
subjects for each teacher. 

The teachers and their aides 
took turns at the podium and called 
their students forward to receive 
awards based on grade av- 
erages, attendance and spe- 
cial projects. 

Media Aide Margarita 
Lugo announced the final 
tally of $4,000 that had 
been earned through the 
book fair to purchase learn- 
ing materials and books for 
the media center. She then 
acknowledged the students 
in the Accelerated Reading 
Program and commended 
Richard Billie for earn- 
ing the most points for the 
grading period in the lower 
classes. 

Lugo presented cer- 
tificates to the upper class’ 
high achievers who par- 
ticipated in the “Reach- 
ing Your Goals” program. 

John Dell Mclnturff accu- 
mulated 142 points for the 


whole year and received a 
gift certificate from Bames 
& Noble® book store. 

Book bags and T-shirts 
were distributed by Alison 
McCulloch of the Read 
Right Program to her out- 
standing students of the 
year. 

Justin Roff received a 
4.0 grade point average for 
the fourth quarter and had 
maintained this distinction 
throughout the year, result- 
ing in his being named Ah- 
fachkee Scholar of the Year. 
He also was commended for 
his participation in the En- 
richment Awards Program. 

Graysun Billie achieved 
a Perfect Attendance Award 
for the entire school year. 

Officer David Logan 
of the Seminole Fire Res- 
cue Dept, presented certifi- 
cates to each of the students 
who successfully partici- 
pated in the Fire Preven- 
tion Program, which was 
taught throughout the entire 
school. 
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Principal Walt Swan presents Jack Aguilar with 


Judy Weeks 

The second graders assemble in the front of the auditorium after receiving their Fire 
Prevention Certificates. 


Ahfachkee School Award Recipients 

Ahfachkee Scholar 

Alexis Aguilar, Spencer Aguilar, Cameron Alexander, Shana Balentine, Carlee Billie, Kobe Billie, Marley Billie-Herrera, 
Elise Brown, Alyssa Burnett-Osceola, Hermione Calderon, Katrina Colombo, Elijiah Cook, Evan Cypress, Tauni 
Cypress, Brandon Frank, Valholly Frank, Gabriel Hendrickson-Porter, Kamari Ivey, Canaan Jumper, Hehchoo-Ye 
Jumper, Leo Osceola-Onco, Brandi Osceola, Charlie Osceola, Liberty Robbins, Ezekiel Roberts, Camden Rhymes, 
Amaya Solano, Alena Stockton. 

Ahfachkee Honor 

Cassandra Alexander, Nicholus Andrews, Carlise Bermudez, Carlos Bermudez, Athena Bert, Caleb Billie, Caniah 
Billie, Ivan Billie, Richard Billie, Sontino Billie, Levi Billie, Jalycia Billie-Valdez, Brianna Bowers, Evol Buck, Harmony 
Cypress, Michaela Cypress, Lauren Doctor, Chelsey Ford, Marc Flores, Joelli Frank, Romeo Garcia, Leilani Gopher, 
Kevin Ivey, Tash-Sho-Tah-Che Jumper, Barbara Jimmie, Ramona Jimmie, Kylen Jumper, Katessa Kirkland, Sierra 
Kirkland, Adrian Mendoza, Cale Osceola, Daleen Osceola, Emmitt Osceola, Kaitlin Osceola, Sarah Osceola, Evanne 
Pratt, Ryanne Pratt, Destiny Robbins, Thoya Robbins, Ricky Rodriguez, Diego Salazar, Willie Smith, Savannah Tiger, 
Tequesta Tiger. 

Ahfachkee Achievement 

Jonah Alvarado, Kyle Alvarado, Edward Aguilar, Ethan Aguilar, Jack Aguilar, Charles Alexander, Christopher Alexan- 
der, Chelsey Alvarado, Roderick Bert, Cartaya Billie, Eliza Billie, Eyanna Billie, Jon Ross Billie, Leauna Billie, Sabre’ 
Billie, Thomlynn Billie, Jose Cisneros, Jacob Cotton, Mya Cypress, Tai Cypress, Tyler Cypress, Ellyse Frank, Esyra 
Frank, Steven Frank, Bluesky Friday, Darius Friday, Leslie Gopher, Chloe Hendrickson, Katrina Huggins, Darren Jim, 
Dalton Koenes, Dayra Koenes, Natalia Martinez, Clayton Milicevic, Janessa Jones, John Dell Mclnturff, Anthony Oli- 
ver, Bradley Osceola, Chaska Osceola, Tana Bear-Osceola, Brendan Otero, Taylor Pratt, John Robbins, Mazzy Rob- 
bins, Nehemiah Roberts, Ignacia Rodriguez, Carlos Romero, Derrick Tiger, Chynna Villarreal, Annabelle WhiteShield. 

Ahfachkee Participation 

Keaton Billie, Precious Jimmie, Angelie Melton, Dacia Osceola, Dontae Russell, Anthony Wells. 

Perfect Attendance 

Graysun Billie (All Year), Jathaniel Brooks, Elise Brown, Darius Friday, Tash-Sho-Tah-Che Jumper, Katesa Kirkland, 
Sierra Kirkland, Emily Ortiz, Evanne Pratt. 
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Four From Immokalee Community 
Graduate High School 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

Four students from the Immo- 
kalee community graduated from 
high school on the evening of May 
29 at two separate locations. 

Bonnie Davis, Brittany Yzagu- 
irre and Edward Yzaguirre partici- 
pated in the LaBelle High School 
Commencement ceremonies that 
took place at 8 p.m. in the school’s 



Judy Weeks 


(L-R) Siblings Edward and Brittany 
Yzaguirre at the graduation ceremony. 


sports stadium. Graduating from 
Immokalee High School, Horten- 
cia Y zaguirre joined her classmates 
at the Harborside Convention Au- 
ditorium in Fort Myers. 

Two hundred and thirty-nine 
graduates filed onto the field dur- 
ing the processional while the La- 
Belle High School Band played 
“Pomp and Circumstance” fol- 
lowing a medley of popular songs. 
Their caps and gowns reflected the 
school colors, with the girls wear- 
ing white and the boys wearing red. 

Principal Lucinda Kelley 
made welcoming remarks fol- 
lowing the National Anthem and 
Pledge of Allegiance. She then 
turned the proceedings over to var- 
ious members of the student body, 
who represented the graduating 
class. Gregory Zimmerly offered 
the Invocation and Class President 
Taylor Sawatzky and class repre- 
sentative Mike Reed alternated as 
emcee and introduced the speakers 


for the occasion. 

Hendry County Superinten- 
dent of Schools Rick Murphy talk- 
ed about the importance of a con- 
tinuing education. 

“Education has always been a 
door to success and it is more im- 
portant than ever that you set goals 
of achievement that will benefit 
you, your families and your com- 
munities,” he said. “Current eco- 
nomic conditions throughout our 
country have magnified the need 
for you to pursue viable careers 
that will help you meet your re- 
sponsibilities and prepare you for 
leadership roles.” 

Class Valedictorian Bryan 
Hobson Crockett and Salutatorian 
Chelsey Anne Ramos both made 
presentations after a musical per- 
formance of the song “The Great- 
est Love of All” by their classmate 
Julissa Mobley. 

Principal Kelly then made the 
presentation of diplomas and As- 
sistant Superintendent of Schools 
Scott Cooper certified the LaBelle 
High School Class of 2009. 

Hortencia Yzaguirre ac- 
companied more than 300 class- 
mates, who participated in the 
2009 graduation from Immokalee 
High School. Wearing red caps 
and gowns with white accents the 
scholars were presented with their 
diplomas before an audience of ap- 
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(L-R) Dad, Kenny Joe Davis Sr., with 
daughter, Bonnie Faye. 


proximately 800 family members 
and friends, who filled the audito- 
rium to capacity. 

As is the custom at Immo- 
kalee High School, members of 
the graduating class conducted the 
entire ceremony from the invoca- 
tion, ROTC Color Guard, National 
Anthem and commencement ad- 
dresses to special entertainment. 

Bonnie Faye Davis plans to 
enroll in basic introductory college 
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Geraldine Osceola 

Class of 2009 graduate Hortencia Yza- 

guirre. 



courses in Tampa before determin- 
ing her major. She indicated that a 
degree in accounting or administra- 
tion is a strong possibility. 

Edward Luis Yzaguirre would 
like a career in mechanics, but 
realizes that it is important to un- 
derstand all facets of operating a 
business. He said taking business 
administrative courses at Edison 
Community College will broaden 
his horizons. 

Brittany Yzaguirre has always 
had a fascination with cosmetol- 
ogy. Her future includes study of 
hair, nails, skin and makeup. She is 
currently investigating schools in 
the Fort Myers area and would like 
to some day operate her own salon. 

Hortencia Yzaguirre is look- 
ing forward to enhancing her sew- 
ing and cultural skills under the 
guidance of her grandmother, Ruth 
Osceola, and will be considering 
part time employment in her com- 
munity. 
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Prom Prince P.J. Martinez wears his crown at the prom. 
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Alice Jimmie may have trouble walking in high heels, but she 
is quite comfortable crawling across the floor. 



Preschoolers Attend First Prom 


BY J UDY WEE K S 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — Cascades of tinsel fireworks 
and glittering stars transformed the Immokalee Gym 
into a Walt Disney World® wonderland for the Immo- 
kalee Preschool Prom, held on the evening of May 
29. 

Event organizers created an elegant ballroom 
with skirted chairs, a colorful assortment of bows and 
Disney® character centerpieces. Songs from Disney® 
musicals, Broadway show tunes and preschool favor- 
ites enveloped the room, which took on a fantasy - 
land atmosphere with balloon columns reaching the 
top of the building. 

Ball gowns, princess costumes, party dresses, 
tiaras and high heeled shoes adorned the young la- 
dies. Suits, tuxedoes, Seminole vests, ties and patent 
leather dress shoes made gentlemen out of the boys. 

Clothes may have transformed their outward 
appearance, but the preschoolers were still the same 
rowdy little playmates, who enjoyed fighting over a 
ball, rolling on the floor, jumping in a pool filled with 
balloons or knocking over bowling pins. 

Quickly running to join their friends in the play 
area, they screamed and laughed in delight while 
playing little games and sorting through their party 
bags. Laughing and singing they danced around the 
ballroom floor. A balloon artist created a myriad of 
creatures for their amusement. 

Following a kid friendly buffet, Denise Gon- 
zales was pronounced princess for the evening and 
P.J. Martinez was crowned as prince. Climbing onto 
their thrones, they were surrounded by their Ladies in 
Waiting and Gentlemen of the Court. 

Based on their personalities, the preschool teach- 
ers distributed superlative awards. Award recipients 
were: Best Smile: P.J. Martinez; Loudest: Ewanteke 
Roberts; Mr. “I Didn’t Do It:” Elijah Marrero; Most 


Artistic: Amara Martinez; Friendliest: Jaliyah Artea- 
ga; Shyest: Kenna Martinez; Most Likely to Succeed: 
Angelo Colon Jr.; Male Model: Ty Martinez; Female 
Model: Denise Gonzales; Future Mary Kay® Rep.: Jay- 
lee Jimmie; Most Active Imagination: Brandon Posada; 
Multiple Personalities: Shayna Marrero. 
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(L-R) Prom Princess Denise Gonzales dances with Tito Sanchez. 


Seminole Police Department Moves 
to New Location in Hollywood 



Seminole Police Station ‘Located Next to the Trading Post 

3101 North State Road 7 • Hollywood, Fla. 33021 


Non-Emergency Number (954) 967-5100 

Meet Your SPD Support Supervisors 



Rhonda Rotton Qndy McFarlane Sandy Zapata Josh Harrison 

Records Manager Human Resources Mgr. Fleet Manager Logistics Manager 




John Huckestein 

Property/ Evidence 
Corporal 


Mary Negrey 


Wendy Hopkins 

Communications 
Supervisor - Day Shift 


Jennifer Ward 

Communications 
Supervisor - Night Shift 


FREE PICKUP & DELIVERY TO SEMINOLE 
HOLLYWOOD & BIG CYPRESS RESERVATIONS 
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Chris C. Jenkins 

The Class of 2009 Hollywood Preschool graduates on stage at the ceremony, held in the Tribal Headquarters Auditorium. 


Community Members Celebrate 
Preschoolers’ Graduation Milestone 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Proud parents gathered at the 
Tribal Headquarters Auditorium on May 21 to show 
their support for the future leaders of the community at 
the Seminole Preschool graduation. 

Close to 50 preschoolers graduated from all the 
reservations, with 27 coming from the Hollywood, Im- 
mokalee, and Big Cypress communities. Brighton cel- 
ebrated 21 graduates in a separate ceremony. 

“It was exciting and I am so happy she is growing 
up and finally going to a real school now,” said parent 
Arnold Pichardo of daughter Babi Pichardo. 

Preschool Director Leona Tommie-Williams ex- 
plained the importance of having graduation ceremo- 
nies. 

“The kids enjoy this because they are learning 
something, especially about their language and culture,” 
Tommie-Williams explained. “They also like to do this 
for their parents and the elders in their community.” 

The theme for the event was community workers. 

“The idea was behind getting them more familiar 
with different professions,” Hollywood Preschool Pres- 
ident Alex Tommie said. “All year round we stay busy 
but we start the process every year of preparing right 
after Christmas.” 

“We always try to bring something different and 
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Laquita (L) and Moses “Bigg” Jumper Jr. (R) with their grand- 
daughter, Madison (C), at her graduation. 

fresh because we have 
different parents each 
year,” she added. 

In addition to the 
graduation ceremony, 
the day included perfor- 
mances of the song “The 
Wheels on the Bus,” 
the story of “The Old 
Woman who Lived in a 
Shoe,” and the skit “The 
10 Months of Preschool.” 

“I think [the pre- 
school staff] continues to 
do an awesome job. I en- 
joy watching them speak 
and learn,” said parent 
Carlos Diaz, father of 
Leanne, his sixth child to 
go through the Preschool 
Program. “They are 
learning and are being 
taught how to be proud 
of their heritage.” 



2009 Hollywood Preschool Graduates 

Jaliyah Artega 

Leanne Diaz 

Babi Osceola Pichardo 

Griffin Billie 

Anthony Doctor Jr. 

Dylan Robbins 

Tony Billie Jr. 

Lillian Doctor 

Caidence Smith 

Lazzlow Billie 

Jahniyah Henry 

Ja’Kalee Chupco Stewart 

Akira Cabral 

Madison Jumper 

Raymond Stewart III 

Ashlee Cypress 

Arianna Osceola 

Kassim Stockton Jr. 

Gavin Cypress 

Charles Osceola 

Maria Villarreal 

Javian Cypress 

Keith Osceola 

Jalee Wilcox 

Jaylee Cypress 

Makayla Petrillo 

Trace Wilcox 


Stephanie Hall Graduates High School 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

DENHAM SPRINGS, La. — Tribal citizen and 
recent high school graduate Stephanie Hall has a story 
that although yet to be completed, is inspirational none- 
theless. 

Her mother, Cynthia Osceola, father, Jeremiah 
Hall, and other family and friends were on hand to sup- 
port the valedictorian at her graduation ceremony on 
May 14 from Community Christian Academy, a private, 
coed Pentecostal school in Louisiana. 

“She is making the right choices and has a really 
good head on her shoulders; a lot of kids nowadays do 
not,” said Osceola. “She has been through a lot of trials 
and knows there are two choices in life: the wrong road 
and the right.” 

Hall, 19, finished with honors and a 3.8 GPA at the 
school, which serves 107 students in grades pre-kinder- 
garten through 12. 

She said she plans to attend Agnes Scott College 
in Decatur, Ga. Beginning in August. Her studies will 
include political science, foreign relations and foreign 
language studies with an emphasis on Latin America. 
She also said she wants to go to medical school some- 
day. She visited the independent national liberal arts 
college for women last year and said it will provide her 
with support. 

“I wanted a close knit community where I could 
feel home,” Hall said. 

The choice of drugs and alcohol nearly ruined her 
future. Her long and dark path of wrong choices began 
at the age of 12. At one time she said she went through 
two high schools in one semester, was arrested for bur- 
glary and at her peak experimented with several drugs. 

“Nobody wakes up one day and says ‘I want to be a 
drug addict,’” she recalled. A lot of things caused it over 
time. I hated myself and put myself in situations I never 
thought I would. I often just did what I saw.” 

Before it was too late, and as she approached rock 
bottom, Hall said she decided to turn her life around and 
has not looked back since. 

“If I had stayed on the Rez where some of the drugs 
were and where some of my friends could get them for 
me, I would not have made it,” Hall explained. “I was 
going crazy and realized that I did not want to live like 
that anymore.” 


Although she said there were relapses along the 
way, with the help of her father as well as friends she 
turned the comer. She has been clean and sober for the 
last four years. 

“My loneliness pushed me to want something dif- 
ferent,” she admitted. “One day in a moment of clarity 
I realized that if I did not do something, I was going to 
die.” 

That awakening has brought her to a level of inde- 
pendence her mother admires and respects. 

“She has a very strong mind and she is using it,” 
her mother pointed out. “She has made up her mind and 
she just does what she needs to do.” 

For the middle child of six, it is on and upward 
now. Her faith, family and friends help guide her. 

“God is my strength and the positive people that 
are in my life are the biggest blessing I could have,” 
Hall said. “A lot of prayers from my parents and the 
community have helped me out.” 



Submitted by the Education Dept. 

Stephanie Hall 


Three From Brighton Community 
Graduate High School 

Allyson Billie , Damen Bert , Emily Cortez Receive Diplomas 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

OKEECHOBEE, Fla. — Three Brighton Trib- 
al youth graduated from Okeechobee High School 
June 4 during a commencement ceremony held at the 
Okeechobee Agri-Civic Center. 

The graduating seniors are Allyson Billie, Damen 
Bert and Emily Cortez. 

Allyson Billie 

Allyson Billie, 18, is the daughter of Rebecca 
Billie of the Hollywood community, and Felix Rodz, 
and the granddaughter of Sally Billie of Hollywood. 

Billie said the most exciting thing about graduat- 
ing is the fact that she is finished with high school. 



Rachel Buxton 


Allyson Billie 


“I just wanted to get through,” Billie said. 

Billie plans to further her education in the future 
and study psychology. 

“For now I’m going to travel this summer with 
my father,” she said. 

Damen Bert 

Damen Bert, 19, is the son of Reese and Angie 
Bert of the Brighton community. 

While in high school Bert was an avid bowler and 
member of a bowling league. 

After high school Bert will be participating in the 
Tribal Adult Vocational Program on the Brighton Res- 
ervation. He said hopes to gain some work experience 
and then attend junior college. 

“I’m very proud of him,” said Bert’s mother, An- 
gie. “He’s my second one to graduate but it hasn’t got- 
ten any easier.” 

Emily Cortez 

Emily Cortez is the daughter of Jose Cortez and 
Rinella Billie. 

Cortez said she enjoyed her high school years 
by working hard and spending time with friends. She 
will remain close to home to further her education by 
attending Indian River State College in Okeechobee. 



Rachel Buxton 


Damen Bert 


“I’m very, very proud,” said Cortez’s father, Jose. 
“Words can’t even explain it.” 

Cortez is still undecided on what she will study 
in college but thinks she might want to enter the legal 
field one day. 



Rachel Buxton 


Emily Cortez 


Tampa’s Kyle Henry Graduates 



Submitted by Colleen Henry 


Kyle Henry 


BY ELIZABETH LEI BA 
Staff Reporter 

TAMPA — Kyle Henry grad- 
uated from Armwood High School 
in Seffher, Fla. on June 2 in a cer- 
emony that took place at the nearby 
USF Sun Dome in Tampa. 

The 17-year-old son of Tampa 
Liaison Richard Henry and mom, 
Colleen, became the fourth and 
youngest of his siblings to gradu- 
ate. 

“I was very proud of him,” 
Colleen Henry said. 

She had some words of wis- 
dom to share with her son including 
reminding him to “stay busy and al- 
ways learn.” 

Kyle plans to work as a recre- 
ation aide for the Tampa Recreation 
Dept, during the summer months 
and would like to pursue a career in 
mechanics after taking some time 
off. 


Elliott Frank Completes GED Program 


SUBMITTED BY THE EDUCATION DEPT. 

HOLLYWOOD — Elliot 
Frank has had to face a tough aca- 
demic challenge, but his determina- 
tion and perseverance helped him 
overcome it and achieve a great 
academic milestone by earning 
his General Equivalency Diploma 
(GED) on Feb. 2. 

Frank wasn’t alone in his jour- 
ney though. He had a lot of his 
support from his parents and other 
family members. When asked what 
difficulties he had while working 
toward his GED, Frank admitted, 
“Math was challenging.” 

His future plans include a pos- 
sible trip to Spain, where he will 
study the art of the Flamenco guitar. 



Submitted by the Education Dept. 

(L-R) Grandmother, Dorothy Tucker, with high school graduate Elliot Frank. 
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Tribal Citizen Graduates in New Mexico 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 


NAVAJO, N.M. — Tribal citizen and high 
school graduate Jerilynn Tsosie, the daughter of 
Amos and Alfreda Billie, has family support, friends 
and an education she is proud of. 

Tsosie, 18, graduated from Navajo Pine High 
School on May 20. She finished with a 3.0 GPA and 
graduated along with her class of 37 other students. 

“I am so proud of her that she has finally gradu- 
ated,” her mom, Alfreda Billie, said. “She has a good 
attitude and also wants to keep going to school.” 

Although bom in Fort Myers, Fla., this sibling 
of five grew up on a Navaj o Indian Reservation with 
her aunt and uncle, James and Rosie Tsosie. 

“In the rural area I lived, I enjoyed the peace- 
fulness and freedom,” Tsosie said. “You could do 
anything.” 

Tsosie ’s mother, Alfreda Billie, said it was a 
very difficult decision to accept early on in allowing 
her daughter to live in another state with other fam- 
ily members because of difficulties at home. It has 


Alfreda Billie 

(L-R) Dad, Amos Billie, with daughter, Jerilynn Tsosie. 



(L-R) Uncle, James Tsosie, graduate, Jerilynn, and aunt, 
Rosie at the graduation ceremony on May 20. 


all worked out positively, however. 

“At first I was so attached to her,” Billie admitted. 
“When she would come back to visit I tried to help her 
to stay. I realized though that it was wrong.” 

Tsosie said she began visiting her Big Cypress 
family for the Christmas holidays and during summer 
vacations at about 6 years old. 

“Going back and forth and traveling to both plac- 
es was hard,” Tsosie said. 

Now back in the Big Cypress area for about a 
month, Tsosie said she enjoys the variety in activities 
she has been exposed to so far. 

“It has been nice to get to know her because I 
missed a lot of years with her,” said Billie about her 
daughter. “It feels good that she wants to be here with 
us.” 

Tsosie said she wants to start college in the spring 
of 2010 at either Florida State University (FSU), 
which she plans to tour in July, the University of Alas- 
ka - Fairbanks, or the Institute of American Indian 
Arts in New Mexico. 

She said she wants to get into the film industry 
and maintains interests in directing, screenwriting and 
acting. 


Ft. Pierce’s Tomasina 
Gilliam Graduates 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

FT. PIERCE — Tomasina 
Gilliam graduated from John Car- 
roll Catholic High School on May 
20 at a ceremony held at the Sun- 
rise Theater in Ft. Pierce, Fla. 

Gilliam, a member of the Ft. 
Pierce community, will be attend- 
ing Florida College of Natural 


Health located in Pompano Beach, 
Fla. this summer where she will 
begin her studies to become a para- 
medical skin care specialist. 

Rollie Gilliam III, Tomasina’s 
brother, said he is glad his sister is 
able to move on in her academic 
career. 

“I am very proud of what she 
has done,” Gilliam said. 



Submitted by Rollie Gilliam III 
Tomasina Gilliam 
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(L-R) Senior High Principal Patricia Butts with Brittany Huff. 


(L-R) Victor Osceola receives his diploma from the principal. 


Two Tribal Citizens Graduate from 
American Heritage High 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

SUNRISE, Fla. — Brittany Huff and Victor 
Osceola received their high school diplomas at the 
33rd commencement ceremony of American Heritage 
School in Plantation, Fla. The ceremony was held at the 
War Memorial Auditorium in Sunrise on May 17. 


The two Tribal citizens were amongst more than 
200 of their peers as they crossed the stage and received 
their diplomas. 

Huff said she plans to attend Florida Atlantic Uni- 
versity in Boca Raton, Fla., and is undecided on her ma- 
jor. Osceola will attend Full Sail University in Orlando, 
Fla. and major in computer animation. 


Christina Wilson Completes High School 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 

Staff Reporter 

SHAWNEE, Okla. — Christina Wil- 
son of Shawnee, Okla. graduated from 
Shawnee High School in a commencement 
ceremony held May 19 at Raylee Chapel on 
the Oklahoma Baptist University campus. 

“It’s relieving to be done,” said Wilson. 
“It was hard, but fun.” 

Wilson, the daughter of Dewayne and 
Marla Wilson, and granddaughter of Hen- 
rietta Henry of the Hollywood Reservation 
was a member of the Shawnee High School 
volleyball team and Tri-Hi-Y, a girls club 
that partakes in community service projects. 

Wilson has plans to attend Seminole 
Community College in the fall to earn her 
associate’s degree and later transfer to a 
state college where she will study psychol- 
ogy. 



Submitted by Marla Wilson 

Christina Wilson 
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Graduation Bash Held Under the Big Top 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ Family, friends and Tribal representa- mimes, jugglers and more. The at- 

Staff Reporter tives attended and shared fond memo- tendees enjoyed dinner prior to the fi- 

ries of the graduate. McCall said the nal event of the night. Britney Spears 

HOLLYWOOD — Christine Board of Directors and Tribal Council impersonator Derrick Barry took the 
McCall celebrated her graduation un- representatives support throughout the stage and' had everyone mesmerized 

der the big. top on May 9. She held a years has been tremendous. by his'' performances, which were 

circus-themed graduation party, mod- The extraordinary event took nearly identical to Spears’ own perfor- 

eled after Britney Spears’s current Cir- nearly six months to plan. With the mances. 

cus concert tour. help of Six Star Entertainment, Me- McCall said she loves Spears’ 

Atthe party, guests celebrated Me- Call transformed her ideas for her music and her stage performance, but 
Call’s recent graduation from Florida graduation party into a reality. has her mother’s independence, strong 

State University, where she received a The circus party included tra- mindedness and goes after what she 

bachelor of art’s degree in social work, peze artists, a temporary tattoo booth, wants, j 
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Sports 

Bull Riding Champion 
Teaches Youth Clinic 

Tribally-Sponsored Rider Chance Smart 
Educates Rodeo Enthusiasts 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Almost a dozen 
bull riding hopefuls got eight seconds 
closer to a perfect ride after attending 
the Chance Smart Bull Riding Clinic, 
held the weekend of May 29-30 at the 
Fred Smith Rodeo Arena. 

Smart, sponsored by the Semi- 
nole Tribe, is the reigning Profes- 
sional Rodeo Cowboys Association 
Xtreme Bulls Tour champion and a 
National Finals Rodeo qualifier. 

He started the clinic by first 
checking out the participants’ gear, 
inspecting their boots, spurs, ropes, 
gloves, helmets and vests. 

“Most of this is all personal pref- 
erence,” Smart said while ruffling 
through his bag and displaying his 
gear. “But if you rodeo smart, you’ll 
rodeo a whole lot longer.” 

Smart discussed how the proper 
gear can make all the difference, say- 
ing headgear has been a debatable is- 
sue in the rodeo arena scene for some 
time. Some riders choose to simply 
wear cowboy hats which offer some 
protection to the skull. More than 50 
percent of riders have switched to 
wearing riding helmets. 

Helmets with face masks are de- 
vised to shield the head from a pos- 
sible life-threatening blow or contact 
with a bull’s sharp hooves, Smart 
said. The metal of a bull riding mask 
is made out of titanium which keeps 
the face mask from snapping or bend- 
ing inward and obstructing the jaw or 
face. 

Smart shared with the students 
how it wasn’t until he ended up on the 
injured list earlier this year after being 
struck in the head by a horn that he 
switched to a bull riding mask. 

The different types of vests were 
also discussed in terms of protection. 
Smart explained to the group that 


when selecting a vest make sure to 
find one with hard plastic to cover the 
collarbone. Smart also recommended 
Velcro vests in the case of getting 
dragged by a bull and being able to rip 
it off if need be. 

“It costs money to upgrade your 
gear,” Smart said. “But it’s the dif- 
ference between a $400 vest and a 
$10,000 doctor bill.” 

After covering gear it was on to 
bull riding fundamentals. 

Smart went over basic riding pro- 
cedures while the students sat on bar- 
rels and mimicked his teachings. 

He showed them the proper way 
to sit up while on a bull, “chest out, 
chin down.” 

“I can teach you how to ride all 
day but until you practice and devel- 
op a habit, it isn’t going to happen,” 
Smart said. “Practice on a barrel every 
day. It takes 21 days to fix a bad habit, 
one day to create it.” 

After putting the young men on a 
bucking horse for a quick run, Smart 
sent his students home to get ready for 
the real action that would take place 
the next day. 

Saturday morning Smart gathered 
his pupils together for a Bible study to 
begin their adventurous day. 

Chute procedures were discussed 
and then it was on to real live bull rid- 
ing. 

Students took turns riding and 
then were able to watch their ride on 
the big screen. During rides Smart 
ran alongside shouting technique. He 
talked to each individual after review- 
ing their ride and gave tips on what 
they could do to improve, such as the 
way they were holding on to the rope 
or holding their arm up in the air. 

“All the stuff I’m teaching is from 
experience,” Smart said. “My style is 
not the only style; it’s the style that 
works for me. Find your style and 
keep it.” 



(L-R) Champion bull rider Chance Smart checks Parker Vance’s posture. 




(L-R) Sabre Billie leads for her team as Rickyjoe Alumbaugh tries to catch up to her. 


Ahfachkee Students Compete at Field Day 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Students 
from the Ahfachkee School at- 
tended their annual field day event, 
held May 14. 

With the help of Coach Ran- 
dall Cleckler and all the teachers, 
the children were able to show off 
their strengths and talents. He said 
the theme of this year’s field day 
was Fun and Fitness. 

From pre-kindergarten 

through high school, the chil- 
dren were split into two different 
groups; one group consisted of pre- 
kindergarten through third graders, 
and the other for fourth graders up 
to the high school students. 

Each group participated in 
nearly two dozen events. The 
events included darts, jump rope, 
a 40 yard relay, an obstacle course, 
tug-of-war, Frisbee™ toss and the 
Pirates and Sharks game. 

In this game the two teams 
took to the field as if they were 
playing flag football, only without 
a ball. The “pirates” tried to make 
their way across the field without 
getting attacked by a “shark” from 
the other team. The pirates wore 
flag belts and had to protect them 
from the sharks in order to score. 

In the darts competition the 
children used their hand-eye co- 
ordination while throwing swim- 
ming noodles at a target a few 
yards in front of them. The players 
who hit the target scored points for 
their team, and the team with the 
most points won. 

Coach Cleckler said all the 
games and obstacles helped the 
children use their strength, agility, 
speed, hand, hand-eye-foot coor- 
dination as well as provide a car- 
diovascular workout to maintain 
a healthy lifestyle, and have fun 
while doing so. 



Ethan Balentine runs to find his missing shoe during the Sneaker Scramble activity. 


2009 Ahfachkee School Field Day Contest Results 


Championship Gold (Pre K-Third Grade) 

1 . Maroon Team: Sontino Billie, Caniah Billie, Adrian 
Mendoza, Valholly Frank, Thoya Robbins, Katrina 
Huggins, Nigel Wells, Leslie Gopher, Annabelle 
Whiteshield; 2. Green Team: Elijah Cook, Angelie 
Melton, Daleen Osceola, Canaan Jumper, Kylen 
Jumper, Briana Bowers, Marley Billie-Herrera, Charles 
Alexander, Eyanna Billie, Kevin Ivey; 3. Black Team: 
Ivan Billie, Harmony Cypress, Lauren Doctor, Camden 
Rhymes, Richard Billie, Elise Brown, Alyssa Osceola, 
Romeo Garcia, Amber Alvarado, Zephaniah Roberts. 


Championship Gold (4th Grade-High School) 

1 . Grey Team: Randy Osceola, Rashaun Jim, Alexis 
Aguilar, Justin Roff, Ellyse Frank, Candelario Landin, 
Christopher Alexander, Sierra Kirkland, John Rob- 
bins; 2. Orange Team: Jose Cisneros, Corey Garcia, 
0’Shaa’ne Cypress, Derrick Tiger, Sabre Billie, 
Matthew Bluebird, Arnold Billie, Tai Cypress, Ignacia 
Rodriguez; 3. Yellow Team: Taylor Pratt, Steven Frank, 
Jessica Osceola, Anthony Cypress, Susie Jim, Leandra 
Rodriguez, Dalton Koenes, Chelsey Ford, Corbin Billie. 


Tribal Citizen Billy L. Cypress Remembered at Motorcycle Run 



Marisol Gonzalez 

Sonya Cypress, daughter of the late Billy L. Cypress, leads the pack as the bikers depart from the Seminole 
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino parking lot in Hollywood. 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD Motorcycle rid- 
ers and enthusiasts attended the second 
annual Billy L. Cypress Memorial Run, 
which began in the back parking lot of the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino in 
Hollywood on May 17. 

Meeting up for an early breakfast and 
an extra early start to the day, the attend- 
ees readied their motorcycles for a day 
full of riding. 

The day included scheduled stops 
in Hollywood with the group ultimately 
ending up in the parking lot of the Ah- 
Tah-Thi-Ki Museum in Big Cypress. A 
couple fuel stops were also added into the 
schedule to keep everyone’s motors run- 
ning. 

Daughter Sonya Cypress planned and 
coordinated the event to memorialize her 
father. Widow Carol Cypress knew her 
husband for more than 35 years before he 
passed away and said she was very happy 
with the turnout of the event. 

Carol Cypress observed that memo- 
rials are a part of the healing processes in 
mourning a loss and added that Billy will 
always be with her. Nephew Billy Walker 
further explained this concept, saying 
motorcyclists traveled from right to left, 


similar and symbolic of the Tribal Medi- 
cine Circle. 

“That is like our way of healing, 
traveling in a circle from east to west,” 
Walker said. 

Carol Cypress said she hopes to con- 
tinue having memorial events, which she 
helps her children plan and coordinate. 

The day concluded with live enter- 
tainment and lunch. Pictures of Billy L. 


Cypress were on display for the partici- 
pants, friends, and family and community 
members to remember his legacy. 

In 1989, Billy L. Cypress became 
executive director of the Seminole Tribal 
Museum Authority, shortly after plans 
emerged to begin construction of what 
is now known as the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Mu- 
seum. 



Marisol Gonzalez 

Billy L. Cypress’ widow, Carol, displays photos of family memorabilia. 
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Annual Seminole Tribe Sports Festival Enters 10th Year 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

Tribal citizens and guests gath- 
ered together once more for the annual 
Tribal Sports Festival, which took place 
throughout Memorial Day weekend, 
May 21-25. 

Entering its 10th year, the festival 
brought natives from all across the coun- 
try who competed in events including 
pool, bowling and golf. 

“I have continued to see it grow,” 
said Hollywood Board Rep. Marcellus 
Osceola Jr. “It keeps everyone active and 
allows us to see each other because we 
do not get many opportunities,” 

Rep. Osceola has been a 10 year 
participant in bowling and golf through- 
out the tournament’s history. Pembroke 
Pines’ AMF Bowling Lanes hosted the 
action again with singles, doubles and 
team play. 

“I enjoy the sportsmanship and be- 
ing involved,” he explained. “You get to 
see the competitive nature of everyone 
come out also.” 

Tribal citizen Josh Garza decided to 
give bowling a try this year partnering 
with his aunt, Virginia Billie. 

“It is something I do a lot more and 
I picked up on it by practicing,” Garza 
said. “I enjoy it more than the billiards.” 

Tribal citizen Kyle Doney was a part 
of tournament golf play with Jacaranda 


Golf Club as the selected course for the 
event. 

“It has been a joint effort and [the 
Tribal] Council has been important fi- 
nancially,” Doney expressed. “I like 
getting together with everybody and the 
friendly competition makes it fun.” 

Perennial participants Michelle Mc- 
Dermott of Tulsa, Okla., and Lawrence 
Lano of Ganado, Ariz., both attested to 
the fact that the festival allows natives 
the opportunity to communicate, net- 
work, compete and have a good time. 

“I have met a lot of new people and 
made a lot of friends along the way,” said 
McDermott. 

She won the 8-ball women’s cham- 
pionship with the Hard Rock as the set- 
ting for double elimination action. 

“[Pool] has been a big part of my 
life as well as the competing,” she said. 
“I wanted to try my best and just have 
fun playing because I love it. I also enjoy 
the fact that anybody can do this, no mat- 
ter what their age.” 

Lano agreed, saying the Tribal 
Sports Festival promotes physical activ- 
ity for competitors of all ages. 

“I enjoy the competition of the fes- 
tival,” said Lano, of the Navajo Reserva- 
tion. “In Indian country there are a lot of 
health problems so this type of gathering 
helps and promotes a good or better life- 
style for all of us.” 



Cicero Osceola focuses on his next move in men’s 8-ball play. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Virginia Billie on the approach during doubles action. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. David Cypress with 8-ball women’s winner Mi- 
chelle McDermott of Tulsa, Okla. 


Tribal Sports Festival Results 

M 

1 . Jim Harrison/Vernon Jacobs, 2. Jason Tommie/Lawrence Osceola, 3. Ray- 
mond Garza Jr./Dwayne Pratt, 4. Max Tommie/Jeremy Harrison, 5. Raymond 
Garza Sr./Ken Campbell 

Pool 

Senior Women’s 8 Ball: 1 . Shirley Pigeon, 2. Donna Howell, 3. Diana On- 
lyachief; Senior Men’s 8 Ball: 1 . Charley La Sarge, 2. Les Gourd, 3. Sonny 
Tiger; Women’s 8 Ball: 1 . Michelle McDermott, 2. Brittany Culvert, 3. Naomi 
Williams; Men’s 8 Ball: 1 . Stan Tourangean, 2. John Shawnee, 3. Phillip Davis. 
Women’s Teams: 1 . Magoos Natives: Michelle McDermott, Brittany Colbert, 
Donna Gibson, Carlene Echohawk, 2. Slightly Stacked: Naomi Williams, Karla 
Bagley, Cheryl Backward, Diana Only A Chief, 3. Native Ladies: Laura Clay, 
Jane Freeman, Juanita Osceola, Hope Baker; Men’s Teams: 1 . Out Kasts: 
0B Osceola, George Grasshopper, David Cypress, Stan Tourangeau, Phil 
Tourangeau, (sub) Elrod Bowers, 2. Oklahoma Redstix: Sonny Tiger, Jay Echo- 
hawk, Ralph Gray, Charles Osceola, Charley Lasarge, 3. Smooth Strokers: 
Ralph Sanchez, David Nunez, Boogie Nunez, Dallas Nunez, Leon Micco. 
Senior Women’s 9 Ball: 1 . Diane Only-A-Chief, 2. Jane Freeman, 3. Dale 
Grasshopper; Senior Men’s 9 Ball: 1 . Sonny Tiger 2. Jay Echohawk, 3. Ralph 
Gray; Women’s 9 Ball: 1 .Naomi Williams, 2. Michelle McDermott, 3. Carlene 
Echohawk; Men’s 9 Ball: 1 . Stan Tourageau, 2. Phillip Davis, 3. Justin Gopher. 
Scotch Doubles: 1 . Charley Lasargo/Phalyn Osceola, 2. Stan Tourageau/ 
Naomi Williams, 3. David Cypress/Laura Clay. 

Bowling 

Senior Women’s Singles: 1 . (Tie) Diane Smith, 559, 1 . (Tie) Linda Tommie, 
559, 3. Mary Alice Smith, 509; Senior Men’s Singles: 1 . David Jumper, 629, 
2. Elbert Snow, 595, 3. Eugene Bowers, 573; Women’s Singles: 1 . Leona 
Johnson, 603, 2.Crystal Weimann, 601 , 3. Pamela S. Jumper, 589; Men’s 
Singles: 1 . Robert Frank III, 691 , 2. Robert “Bobby” Frank, 687, 3. Leon Wilcox 
Sr., 680. 

Senior Women’s Doubles: 1 . Rose Jones/Linda Tommie, 1077, 2. Diane 
Smith/Linda Tommie, 1038 3.Rose Jones/Mary Jo Micco, 973; Senior Men’s 
Doubles: 1 . Roger Smith/Parker Jones, 1 207, 2. Billie Micco/Parker Jones, 

1 1 82, 3. Elbert Snow/Eugene Bowers, 1 1 32; Women’s Doubles: 1 . Cathy 
Jumper/Mary Tigertail, 1224, 2. Reina Micco/Crystal Weimann, 1128, 3. 
Meredith Bullard/Alfreda Muskett, 1 1 27; Men’s Doubles: 1 . Jerome Davis/ 
Leon Wilcox Sr, 1 381 , 2. Merle Billie/Mathew D. Thomas, 1 334, 3. Marcel- 
lus Osceola/Philmon Bowers, 1290; Mixed Doubles: 1. Michelle Osceola/ 
Leon Wilcox Jr, 1 265, 2. Michelle Osceola/Jerome Davis, 1 256, 3. Crystal 
Weimann/Jerome Davis, 1235; Senior Mixed Doubles: 1. Linda Tommie/Elbert 
Snow, 1123, 2. Diane Smith/Roger Smith, 1 064, 3. Linda Tommie/Moses 
Osceola, 1 041 . 

Senior Women’s Team: 1 . Mary Joe Micco, Mary Alice Smith, Jeanette 
Cypress, Linda Tommie, 2062, 2. Mary Joe Micco, Rose Jones, Diane Smith, 
Linda Tommie, 1 905; Senior Men’s Team: 1 . David Jumper, Moses Osceola, 
Elbert Snow, Eugene Bowers, 2379, 2. Billie Micco, Mingo Jones, Moses 
Osceola, Parker Jones, 2364, 3. Roger Smith, Parker Jones, Elbert Snow, 
Eugene Bowers, 2262; Women’s Team: 1 . Trisha Osceola, Amanda Smith, 
Reina Micco, Farrah Jones, 2118, 2. Denise Billie, Alfreda Muskett, Jackie 
Thompson, Terri Frank, 21 1 2, 3. Trisha Osceola, Stacy Jones, Pamela Jumper, 
Leona Johnson, 2076; Men’s Team: 1 . Antillis Stockton, Leon Wilcox Jr., 
Jerome Davis, Leon Wilcox Sr., 2680 2. Chris Hulbutta, Leon Wilcox Jr., Je- 
rome Davis, Kyle Doney, 2651 , 3. Mathew D. Thomas, Ken Doney, Marcellus 
Osceola, Philmon Bowers; 2649; Mixed Team: 1 . Denise Billie, Carla Cypress, 
Robert Frank III, Danny Tommie, 2446, 2. Margaret Wilcox, Patricia Wilcox, 
Marcellus Osceola, Leon Wilcox Sr., 2359, 3. Patricia Wilcox, Farrah Jones, 
Jerome Davis, Leon Wilcox Sr., 2333; Senior Mixed Team: 1 . Mary Joe Micco, 
Mary Alice Smith, Moses Osceola, Billie Micco, 2168, 2. Mary Jo Micco, Billie 
Micco, Rose Jones, Parker Jones, 2119, 3. Linda Tommie, Eugene Bowers, 
Mary Alice Smith, Elbert Snow, 2065. 




Students Triumph Against Staff in Ahfachkee School Basketball Game 


Judy Weeks 

Pre-kindergarten student Carlise Bermudez holds up a poster an- 
nouncing National Stroke Awareness Month. 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Ahfachkee Seminole 
Warriors battled on the basketball court in the Her- 
man Osceola Gym on May 22 against the school 
staff, and came away triumphant, but not without 
a valiant fight. 

Pitting the skills of youth, vitality and agility 
against the wisdom and experience of age created 
a level playing field for this annual event that en- 
hances school spirit. 

Promoting National Stroke Awareness Month, 
each grade had prepared a poster and/or chant to 
call attention to the importance of working to 
prevent heart disease, high blood pressure, high 
cholesterol levels and related circulatory illnesses. 
Midway through the game, the classes came down 
from the bleachers and took turns displaying their 
artwork, slogans and school spirit. 

Principal Walt Swan led the Warriors’ cheer- 
ing section that comprised the entire school en- 
rollment. He spoke about the importance of keep- 
ing physically fit to prevent health issues, such as 
stroke. 

“Basketball keeps the old heart ticking . . . The 
more it pumps, the more fun we have,” Swan said. 

“I am very proud of all of our participants 
today,” Swan added. “You have shown ingenuity, 
enthusiasm and creativity in your effort to deliver 
the message that ‘Stroke is No Joke.’ After careful 
consideration, we have determined that the third 
and fourth grade have tied for the Spirit Award and 
will be custodians of our Tomahawk to be placed 
on display in their classrooms.” 


Physical Education Coach Randall Cleckler 
also amped up the students, telling them, “Fitness 
is something to shout about.” 

“You have shown me that you have learned a 
lot about stroke awareness,” Cleckler continued. 
“I want you to take this knowledge home with you 
and share it with your families. Strive to make a 
difference and create a healthier lifestyle.” 

During halftime, the students participated in 
a Hula hoop contest and displayed their agility in 
single and double jump rope competitions. Sev- 
eral of the teachers couldn’t miss the opportunity 
to show off their skills with the ropes, but quickly 
realized they had stiff competition in the younger 
generation. 

During the first two quarters of the game, it 
was an even match. The scores crept slowly higher 
with never more than a two or three point differ- 
ence as first one team and then the other took the 
lead. The game was often tied and the audience 
went wild at half time when the score was 38 to 37 
in favor of the students. 

After a short break the stamina of youth be- 
gan to forge ahead, while age and skill began to 
take a back seat in the competition. The staff did 
a great job of making every shot count and con- 
tinued to elevate their score, but the students were 
all over the court. Frequently gaining control of 
the ball, they sunk one basket after another as they 
pulled out in front of their opponents. 

In the final 20 seconds of the game, the staff 
had the ball, shot and lost it to the students. As the 
buzzer sounded, student Rashaun Jim made one 
last shot, pushing the score to 82-61, in favor of 
the Ahfachkee students. 


Judy Weeks 

Teacher Joey Hernandez (C) makes his shot to tie up the game in 
the first quarter. 



Judy Weeks 

(Front Row, L-R) Terinna Cypress and Principal Walt Swan support the trophy that will be held for one year by the Student Team (L-R) Dean of Students Dominique Troadec, student Terinna Cypress and Instructional Aide Dustin Tiger work the ball down 
of (Back Row, L-R) Nauthkee Henry, Taylor Pratt, Anthony Balentine, Trent Mclnturf, Jonathan Robbins and Lariah Balentine. the court. 



Judy Weeks 






Eastern Indian Rodeo Association 
Salutes Cinco de Mayo Holiday 

BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 


BIG CYPRESS — Members of the Eastern In- 
dian Rodeo Association (EIRA) competed on May 9 
at the Immokalee Seminole Ranch in a rodeo tribute to 
our neighbors from across the Rio Grande. 

A major holiday for all persons of Mexican decent, 
Cinco de Mayo celebrates the day that the peasants, 
carrying old guns, machetes, knives and pitchforks, 
fought against their well-armed French conquerors in 
a battle for their freedom. 

Assistant Natural Resource Director of the Semi- 
nole Tribe Alex Johns plays a major role in their cattle 
and range programs. A third generation Brighton cat- 
tleman, he grew up on the back of a horse, working 
cattle and competing in rodeo. For years Johns was 
a familiar figure in the EIRA, Professional Cowboy 
Association, and most recently, the Working Ranch 
Cowboy Association. 

An outstanding Bareback Bronc Rider, Johns 
opened the rodeo by putting on a large black and silver 
Mexican sombrero in a salute to Cinco de Mayo. The 
rigging was set, the chute door opened and the bronc 
spun around like a top. 

Johns settled in for the ride and barely missed 
making his 8 seconds for a qualified ride. When the 
announcer, Norman Edwards, interviewed Johns after 
his wild ride, he asked him what he would do differ- 
ently next time. Johns replied, “Change hats!” 

A special tribute was paid in memory of Samp- 
son Gopher, an EIRA favorite who specialized in Calf 
Roping, Team Roping and Bull Riding during his ex- 
tensive rodeo career. A 1995 Indian National Finals 
Rodeo qualifier, he left a big boot print on the lives of 
everyone he touched. Gopher’s slogan was “Load Up 
and Let’s Go!” 

2008 EIRA Saddle Bronc 
Champion Tyler Humble came from 
Gainesville, Ga., to perform in the 
Cinco de Mayo event. This was only 
his second competition after breaking 
his leg during the Indian National Fi- 
nals Rodeo last year. A member of the 
Cherokee Tribe, Humble has been fol- 
lowing the rodeo circuit for 17 years 
in the Professional Rodeo Cowboy 
Association and EIRA. 

“I keep a close eye on rodeo all 
across the country and unfortunately, 

I have seen a downturn in the num- 
ber of new youngsters becoming in- 
volved in this sport,” he said. “I am 
very happy to see that the EIRA have 
added Chute Dogging and Steer Un- 
decorating to their youth events. This 
will help these youngsters develop 
their skills for the adult competition 
and enhance their interest in partici- 
pating. Already I see an influx of new 
faces from last year.” 

Cinco de Mayo belt buckles were 
awarded to all first place winners in 
both the sanctioned and non sanc- 
tioned events. 

Andrew Holmes’ 61 points 


earned the Junior Bareback Riding buckle. His compe- 
tition, William Bearden had slipped to the side on his 
bronc and slammed into the fence and gate post before 
breaking free. It was a difficult few moments, but then 
he was up and limping out of the arena, only to return a 
short time later for the Steer Wrestling. Bareback Rid- 
ers Cody Parker and Jacoby Johns tied for first with 73 
points in the Adult Division. 

It was “down goes the price of beef’ for Ivan 
Bruised Head with a 7 second flat run in the Steer 
Wrestling. He returned for a second buckle with a 60 
point ride in the Saddle Bronc division. His nephew, 
Wilse Bruised Head beat him in the Calf Roping by 
just 2 seconds with a 16.4 run. 

It was a rough night for the ten riders in the 
Women’s Breakaway. The steers managed to elude all 
but one rider. Mindy Fish caught right out of the box 
with a 5.4 second run. The same scenario proved true 
for the Men’s 50 and Older Breakaway. Tom Koenes 
snagged his steer with a second loop in just 22.6 sec- 
onds and took home the winning buckle. 

Twenty three teams threw their hats in the ring in 
the Team Roping with brothers, Josh and Naha Jumper 
taking first place in just 6.6 seconds. Carrera Gopher 
was a full second ahead of her competition when she 
flew through the cloverleaf pattern to win the Ladies 
Barrel Racing, which included 16 entries. 

Buckles went to the following first place winners 
in the Junior Rodeo: Mutton Bustin’: Myron Billie, 
Pony Riding: Blevyens Jumper; Calf Riding: Jobe 
Johns; Steer Riding: Andre Jumper; Junior Bull Rid- 
ing: Ernie Courson; Chute Doggin’: Ethan Gopher; 
4-8 Barrel Racing: Brighton Bauman; 9-12 Barrel 
Racing: Jobe Johns; 13-18 Barrel Racing: Acelynn 
Youngblood; Junior Breakaway: Dalton Boney; Junior 
Steer Un-Decorating: Blevyns Jumper; Senior Steer 
Un-Decorating: Dalton Boney. 
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EIRA Hosts Memorial Day Rodeo 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Eastern Indian Rodeo 
Association (EIRA) paid tribute to the memory of the 
brave men and women who have given their lives to 
protect their homeland and the right to freedom for 
all mankind during the Grand Entry of the Memorial 
Weekend Rodeo on May 16. 

A prayer was offered for our armed forces around 
the world as they protect these rights, followed by a mo- 
ment of silence for the warrior veterans who have made 


great sacrifices on our behalf. 

Memorial Day buckles were awarded to all first 
place winners in both the Junior and Sanctioned Rodeo 
events. 

The Junior Rodeo began with 16 boys and girls 
matching wits in the Mutton Bustin’, where they get 
their first taste of the arena clay and the roar of the 
crowd. Grabbing a handful of wool and with a heart 
full of courage, these young buckaroos muster up their 
courage and exit the chute in hopes of staying glued on 
the backs of their mounts. 

And that is just what Myron Billie and David De- 
schene did. Tying for first place with 30 second runs, 
they remounted for a tie breaker with Myron Billie tri- 
umphing against his competition. 

Blevyns Jumper completed his 6 seconds for a 
qualified 52 point exhibition in the Pony Riding and 
took home his buckle. Young Raven King showed ev- 
erybody how it’s done when he placed first in the Calf 
Riding with 44 points. 

Moving up in size and stature, Andre Jumper and 
Frank Huff tied for the top slot in the Steer Riding and 
shared their laurels. Both of these young athletes began 
as preschoolers in the Mutton Bustin’, climbed up the 
ladder to Calf Riding and are now matching wits with 
the Steers. 

It’s only been a few months since Chute Doggin’ 
had its debut at EIRA, but already these young cowboys 
are mastering the science of tackling and flipping their 


steers right out of the box. Andre Jumper had his down 
in 4.48 seconds and Billy Folley was a close second 
with 5.09. 

The 4-8 year old division barrel racing competi- 
tor Brighton Bauman won her second first place buckle 
at two rodeos back to back. Give her a few years and 
she will become stiff competition for buckle winners 
Kalgary Johns in the 9-12 year old division and Janae 
Braswell in the 13-17 year age category. 

The rules of Junior Breakaway allow a time limit 
of one minute to rope the steer, but the rider can use as 
many loops as he can make during that time period. Put- 
ting these regulations 
into practice, Blevyns 
Jumper took first place 
with his second loop, 
beating out his nine 
comrades. Jumper isn’t 
just good at throwing a 
rope; he’s also honing 
his skills on horseback 
and pulled off a 2.6 sec- 
ond run in the Junior 
Steer Un-Decorating. 

Chebon Gooden 
leaned down from his 
horse and snatched the 
ribbon off his steer’s 
rump in just 9.3 sec- 
onds out of the box 
during the Senior Steer 
Un-Decorating. 

William Bearden 
may have been bruised 
and battered at the pre- 
vious rodeo, but he was 
all healed up and took 
home the buckle in the 
Junior Bareback event. 

In the adult divi- 
sion, Jacoby Johns was 
the only one with a qualifying ride of the four entries. 
He earned an impressive 74 points and took home the 
buckle. 

Tyler Humble made another trip all the way from 
Georgia to teach those Saddle Broncs a lesson. Wear- 
ing eye-catching iridescent green chaps, Humble could 
be seen all the way across the arena as he bucked out a 
mean sorrel that goes by the handle of Tequila Sunrise. 
The 68 points he earned gave him the top position for 
the night. 

Steer Wrestler Naha Jumper flew off his horse and 
threw his steer to the ground with a Half Nelson in 5.3 
seconds. However, he didn’t fair quite so well in the 
Calf Roping when he made an awesome run of 14.5 
seconds, only to have Ivan Bruised Head beat him out 
by just 2 seconds. 

In the roping events, Paul Bowers Sr. took home 
the Legends Division buckle when he roped his steer 
in 6.8 seconds out of the box. A1 Tigertail and Josh An- 
derson were the last pair out of 23 entries to compete in 
the Team Roping but came in first on the time sheet. It 
appears that they saved the best for last. 

Shelby Osceola ran away with the Ladies Break- 
away after a 4.3 second catch. With 16 riders to beat, 
Carrera Gopher cornered her second win in just one 
week’s time. 

Bull Rider Koty Brugh came in from the Dakotas 
just in time to take back a buckle for a first place ride. 
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Meaghan Osceola Recognized at 
Miami-Herald All-Broward Awards 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

DAVIE, Fla. — Tribal citizen and athlete Meaghan 
Osceola had a big day of recognition May 27. 

The multi-talented athletic star took center stage as 
part of the Miami-Herald All-Broward Athletic Awards 
ceremony, held at the Signature Grand. 

“I just wanted to do well,” Osceola said of her ath- 
letic career at her Pine Crest high school. “I set goals for 
myself each day and it just all happened.” 

Her efforts were recognized this time on the soft- 
ball diamond by the major South Florida publication, 
along with close to 500 other stellar athletes in Broward 
County. The awards paid homage to first team selec- 
tions in several areas including football, tennis, volley- 
ball, cheerleading, flag-football, lacrosse and a host of 
other sports. 

Osceola finished her 2009 season as the leader in 
Broward County’s 4A-1A district in hitting with a .611 
batting percentage, one home run and 10 stolen bases 
at the designated hitter (DH) position. She finished 
ranked in the top five in the county among all classes 
1A through 6 A. She also played short stop on defense 
and was the team captain. She also finished as a first 
team selection for the Sun-Sentinel selections. 

“I expected a really good season from her but she 
has also really matured,” said first year Lady Pine Crest 
Head Women’s Softball Coach and assistant women’s 
basketball Coach Mike Thompson. 

Thompson said Osceola’s play loomed large 
throughout as she went 12 for 12 starting out the sea- 
son and only struck out once in the Lady Panthers’ final 
season game. 

Pine Crest Director of Athletics Jim Foster also ap- 


plauded Osceola’s contribution to Pine Crest’s athletic 
teams. 

“She had a great senior year so for her to lead this 
county in hitting is a really great accomplishment,” Fos- 
ter explained. “Our program will greatly miss her and 
she has been a big part of it.” 

Osceola said she actually got into playing the sport 
for her school through friend and first base teammate 
Ashley Comras. 

The 5 ’6” senior point guard for the basketball team 
made a verbal commitment to play on the college level 
for Emmanuel College, a Catholic, liberal arts and sci- 
ences college in Boston in the April issue of the Tri- 
bune. She finished with All-Broward honorable mention 
honors for her efforts on the court. 

“Meaghan is one of those natural athletes and any 
sport she wants to play in she just does well,” father 
and Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. 
pointed out. 

She has also participated in equestrian and swim- 
ming throughout the years. There is even talk of Osceola 
playing duel roles when she begins attending the school. 

“I think she could be very accomplished on the col- 
lege level in softball,” Foster assured. 

Tribal citizens Ariah and Aimee Osceola out of 
Hollywood Christian High School also received rec- 
ognition at the event. Ariah finished with second team 
honors at point guard for the Lady Eagles. Aimee re- 
ceived an honorable mention at the forward position. 
Both finished with a 22-9 mark on the season. 

Since 1964 the Miami Herald has honored the best 
in sports with their list of the top players, teams and 
coaches in each district. For more information please 
log on to www.miamiheraldcom. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


(L-R) Parents Marge Osceola and Max B. Osceola Jr. with Meaghan Osceola, Pine Crest Softball Coach Mike Thompson and 
Pine Crest Director of Athletics Jim Foster. 



(L-R) Raymond Garza Sr., Virginia Billie and Raymond Garza Jr. birdied 11 of their 18 holes. 


Competitors Attend Levi Stevens 
Memorial Golf Tournament 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

NAPLES — Native Americans gathered on the 
links of the Heritage Bay Golf Course on May 15 for 
the first annual Levi Stevens Memorial Golf Tourna- 
ment. 

Raymond Garza Sr. spoke briefly during the 
event to honor the memory of his young cousin, and 
the tournament’s namesake. 

“Levi was the son of my uncle, Jacob Osceola, 
and spent the first half of his life growing up in Tam- 
pa,” he said. “When he was approximately 8 years 
old, his mother took a job with Universal Studios and 
they moved to the Orlando area. A very athletic young 
man, Levi had a keen interest in sports and eventually 
took up golf during high school.” 

“Even though he was only 18 years old, Levi was 
actively playing in tournaments and I had the plea- 
sure of joining him on the course in Orlando and 
Hollywood. Today’s tournament is in memory of 
the unfinished life of a very talented young man,” 
concluded Garza. 

The all-Indian scramble kicked off at 10:30 
a.m. under a cloudy sky with a strong wind that 
proved to work in the favor of the players. With 
threatening clouds looming over their heads, the 
participants quickly made their way around the 18 
holes and managed to complete their game before 
the impending storm arrived. 

Apparently this group of avid golfers plays 
their best under pressure. Two teams tied for first 
place with a score of 59, each having 11 birdies 
and one eagle. They finished 13 under par. Waving 
their option for a sudden death play off, Marcellus 
Osceola Jr., James Tommie and Duane Pratt joined 


Raymond Garza Sr., Virginia Billie and Raymond 
Garza Jr. in a division of the prize winnings. 

All of the teams had an exceptional day with 
the second place score of 62 belonging to Lawrence 
Osceola, Mondo Tiger, Ricky Doctor and Abe Rock- 
well. Just one point shy, John Madrigal, Jason Tom- 
mie and Bruce Pratt came in third. 

Winners of the Longest Drive were Ricky Doc- 
tor for the Men’s Division and Virginia Billie for the 
Ladies. 

Four holes were designated for the Closest to the 
Pin Contest and the winners were: #6: James Tommie, 
#8: James Tommie, #13: Ray Garza Sr., #17: Jason 
Tommie. 

Abe Rockwell completed the Longest Putt on 
#11 when his ball traveled more than 20 feet, barely 
skimmed the edge of the cup and then stopped two 
inches beyond. 



Judy Weeks 


Jason Tommie (R) replaces the pin following a difficult shot by 
John Madrigal (L). 







Owned and Operated by 
Joe Dan and Virginia Osceola 

Authentic Seminole Arts & Crafts Oil, Pen & Ink, Watercolor Paintings 
Genuine Southwestern Jewelry Exquisite Collections of Basketry 
Intricate Native Woodcarvings Discount Tobacco and Products 


First American Tobacco Shop 


Drive through tobacco shop 
In business since 1965 

Owned and Operated by 
Joe Dan and Virginia Osceola 
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ALL STEEL BUILDINGS 


25x25x7 All Steel Garage (2:12 pitch) 
1-9x7 Garage Door; 2 Gable Vents; 

4” Concrete Slab 

Installed-$13,595-$9o mo.pymt. 


25x30x9 All Steel Garage (3:12 pitch) 
Roof Overhang-Soffit/Fascia (pictured) 
2-9x7 Garage Doors, 1-Entry Door 
2 Gable Vents, 4” Concrete Slab 

Installed-$21,495-$i43 mo. Pym t 



30x30x9 All Steel Garage (2:12 pitch) 
2-9x7 Garage Doors, 1 -Entry Door 
2 Gable Vents, 4” Concrete Slab 


Installed-$20, 795-$m mo.pym 


35x50x12 All Steel Garage(2:12 pitch) 
2-10x10 Roll-up Doors, l-3’x6’8” 
Entry Door, 2 Gable Vents, 

4” Concrete Slab 


♦ We will help you design a building to 
meet your needs. 

♦ We custom build- we are the factory. 

♦ Many sizes available. 

♦ Meets or exceeds Florida wind codes. 


Installed $33,995-$222 mo pymt 


♦ Florida “stamped” engineered drawings. 


Metal Structures, LLC 

www.metalstructuresllc.com 


866 - 624-9100 
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(L-R) Thomas Ballard of Hollywood’s Health Dept, gets his blood sugar checked by Gayle Riser. 


Community Gets Educated at Health, Wellness Expo 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Tribal citizens, 
community members and Tribal employ- 
ees put their health first on June 3 at the 
Brighton Health and Wellness Expo, held 
in the Veterans’ Building auditorium. 

Sponsored by the Health Dept., the 
Health and Wellness Expo consisted of 
23 different organizations from within the 
Seminole Tribe and surrounding commu- 
nities with more than 50 vendors offering 
information and free health screenings. 

The expo proved to be a success with 
100-plus attendees. 

Upon entering the event, participants 
signed in and received a booklet that in- 
cluded information and a place for ven- 
dors to sign off, indicating each person 
took part in their presentation. 

Gayle Riser, a registered nurse case 
manager for the Seminole Tribe, was sta- 
tioned next to the registration table where 
she offered blood sugar screenings. With 
just a quick prick of the finger, Riser in- 
formed participants of what their blood 
sugar level was and whether or not there 
was a reason for concern in regards to the 
possibility of diabetes. 

“An event like this is important in 
helping with health screenings and show- 
ing the community what the Tribe has to 
offer,” said Riser. 

Some of the other organizations that 
were present and offering information 
included the Tribal Family Services and 
Emergency Management Departments, 
the Okeechobee County Health Dept., 
Planned Parenthood, the March of Dimes 
and Martha’s House, an Okeechobee, 
Fla. -based social services organization. 

Representatives from the Seminole 
Tribe’s Recreation Dept, also participated 
and educated the attendees on good fats 
and bad fats. Participants were given a 
body fat analysis and information on the 
benefits of using a stability ball. 


“There’s a little bit of everything 
here,” said Fitness Specialist Kai Setty. 
“The Expo offers solutions to problems 
that Tribal members might have and it 
may offer early detection and catching a 
problem early can really save them.” 

The Fitness Dept, employees enticed 
people to stop by with their prize wheel. 
Once passersby spun the wheel, they 
viewed corresponding posters of stretch- 
es and proper stretching techniques. The 
department also handed out a schedule 
with different classes offered during the 
month. 

“We are really just inviting them in 
to participate,” said Denise Masak of the 
Fitness Dept. 

Lisa Rodriguez represented the Al- 
zheimer’s Association at the Expo. 

“Alzheimer’s touches a lot of people 
today,” said Rodriguez. “We want to start 
educating so they can stay healthy as well 
as mentally healthy.” 

Henry Cancel, a law enforcement 
trainer for the Alzheimer’s Association, 
explained that the association does more 
than simply provide information about 
the degenerative mental disease. 

“It goes far beyond information,” 
said Cancel. “We have worked with and 
trained the Seminole Police Dept, on 
dealing with people suffering from Al- 
zheimer’s and have taught them things to 
look for in someone who might be suf- 
fering.” 

Members of the Seminole Police and 
Fire Rescue Departments attended and of- 
fered free blood pressure screenings and 
information on drug awareness. 

Participants received vital informa- 
tion on maintaining a healthy lifestyle. 
Goodie bags were handed out and indi- 
viduals received lots of handouts from all 
of the vendors raising awareness for their 
cause. 

“Anything to bring the community 
out and help make them aware is always a 
good thing,” said Setty. 



Willie Johns (R) has his blood pressure checked at the expo. 


Dove® Campaign for Real Beauty Workshop Held 




BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Tribal girls and young ladies 
gathered once again to discuss issues of self esteem 
May 28 in the Dove® Real Beauty Mother-Daughter 
Workshop. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

(L-R) Thelma Bowers works on a mother-daughter bonding ac- 
tivity with her daughter, Mariah. 


The Tribe’s Family Services Dept, hosted the 
workshop, which took place at the Hollywood 
Community Center, with Family Services Inter- 
vention Specialist Julie Bennett-Barrow emcee- 
ing. 

Maintaining awareness and raising self es- 
teem among young females and women, as well 
as building stronger mother-daughter rela- 
tionships, rounded out the event’s highlighted 
points. The target audience, youth and teens 
ages 7-13, and a host of mothers, mentors, and 
grandparents came to enjoy the evening. 

“It is good to have this type of thing,” said 
Tribal citizen Carla Cypress. “There are so 
many pressures now on females.” 

Cypress brought her two daughters, Billie 
and Lena, to the event. 

“I wanted to get some ideas for them and 
gather skills to help better relate to them later 
when they get older,” Cypress added. 

The Big Cypress and Fort Pierce Reserva- 
tions have already hosted similar events. Brigh- 
ton, Immokalee and Tampa events will be take 
place this fall, according to Bennett-Barrow. 

Guests in attendance enjoyed dinner along with 
raffles and giveaways and received goodie bags and 
custom T-shirts to commemorate the event. 

“We continue to notice a need for mothers and 
daughters to bond,” Hollywood Family Services 
Dept. Counselor Tempany Verzaal explained. “Put- 
ting on this kind of workshop sends another entirely 
different message.” 


Chris C. Jenkins 

(L-R) Billie Cypress and Luxie Billie work on fun activities to- 
gether during the workshop. 

“I would bring my daughter or granddaughter 
and what we want to continue to stress is that it does 
not matter what you look like, it is what is on the in- 
side, as corny as that sounds,” she continued. 

The Dove® Campaign for Real Beauty remains a 
global effort dedicated to serving as a measuring point 
for societal change among youth and women. For 
more information please log on to www.campaignfor- 
realbeauty.com. 
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(L-R) Family Services Dept. Prevention Specialist Fred Mullins 
stands by as Immokalee Ranch Director Kenny Joe Davis con- 
ducts the impaired driving test. 

Tribal Community 
Encouraged 
to ‘Spring Into 
Health’ 

BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — The Immokalee Community 
Health Fair 2009, sponsored by the Allied Health Dept., 
took place on May 21 at the Immokalee Gym. 

The event, titled “Spring Into Health,” invited all 
Tribal citizens and employees to take a close look at the 
numerous opportunities available to combat common 
health issues that confront various segments of society 
during their lifetime. 

“Knowledge brings power,” said Allied Health Pro- 
gram Manager Suzanne Davis. “Learning what we can do 
to promote a healthy lifestyle for ourselves and our fami- 
lies can help us meet the challenges that we encounter dur- 
ing the normal aging process. We want to help you take 
control when possible, but when this is not an option, it is 
imperative that you obtain the proper treatment.” 

Booths lined the gym with informational materials 
and qualified attendants ready to address prevention and 
treatment methods that can make a difference in the qual- 
ity of a healthy lifestyle. 

“Often people recognize that they have problems, but 
remain reluctant to acknowledge them and seek counsel- 
ing or medical assistance,” said Immokalee Nutritionist 
Charlotte Porcaro. “Even worse, many people do not real- 
ize that the symptoms they are feeling are not unique to 
them alone and with proper guidance they can identify the 
source, find possible relief or prevent physical or mental 
deterioration. Our goal is to provide you with a key that 
will open the door to better health.” 

Various departments of the Seminole Tribe participat- 
ed in the fair together with qualified health personnel from 
local government agencies and medical facilities. 

The Collier County Health Dept, dealt with preven- 
tion, detection and treatment options for HIV, AIDS and 
STDs, while the March of Dimes addressed conditions that 
can adversely affect moms and their babies. Representa- 
tives from the American Cancer Society, Alzheimer’s As- 
sociation, American Heart Association and the Brief Inter- 
vention and Treatment for Elders (BRITE) also attended. 

Dentists, opthamologists, podiatrists and even a urol- 
ogist were available to answer questions and encourage 
treatment. 

Medical, social and recreational workers from the 
Seminole Tribe addressed diabetes, obesity, addiction, 
detoxification, environmental health programs, fitness, 
cholesterol, high blood pressure, heart disease and mental 
health. 

The Prevention Dept, of Family Services and the Af- 
tercare Program set up a driving course where participants 
competed in speed, perception and dexterity. After com- 
pleting the course, they were given a pair of glasses for a 
second round that simulated conditions created by driving 
while impaired. The impact upon the driver’s ability was 
enormous. 

The Recreation Dept, set up a mini golf course with 
a hole-in-one game and staff from the Immokalee Ranch 
joined the Family Services Dept, for a Hula hoop and 
Limbo contest to liven up the festivities. 

As participants circulated around the booths, raffle 
tickets for door prizes and games were distributed along 
with small gifts and health supplies to enhance the posi- 
tive experience promoted by the Health Fair. 



Judy Weeks 


(L-R) Dennis Gonzales of the Recreation Dept, helps Raymond 
James Mora spin the wheel to better fitness. 
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Tribe Tackles Child Welfare with 
Family Preservation Initiative 

Family Preservation Project Core Team Hosts Kick-Off Event 


BY ERIC BRICKER 
Contributing Writer 

HOLLYWOOD — The Seminole Family Pres- 
ervation Project Core Team hosted its kick-off event 
for its Family Preservation Project at the Seminole 
Hard Rock on June 2. 

The purpose of the project is to improve services 
offered to Tribal children and families affected by sub- 
stance abuse and child abuse and neglect. 

The core team for the project, established in Octo- 
ber 2008, consists of Helene Buster, Family Services 
Dept, director, Kristi Hill, Family Services Dept. Fam- 
ily Preservation Program Administrator, Stan Wolfe, 
Dispute Resolution Dept, director, Terry Sweat, 
Health Dept, administrative Services director, and Sgt. 
John Bissett of the Seminole Police Department. 

The key framework for the Family Preservation 
Project involves a grant-funded, In-Depth-Technical- 
Assistance-Program, which includes consultation 
from Nadja Jones of the National Indian Child Wel- 
fare Association, and Nancy Young, executive director 
of the National Center for Substance Abuse and Child 
Welfare. 

During the kick-off event, Jones and Young pre- 
sented nearly seven hours worth of material to an au- 
dience of 45, including representatives from several 
Tribal departments and also Tribal government repre- 
sentatives and Tribal citizens. 

The goal of the Family Preservation Project is to 
establish a collaborative internal network of interde- 
partmental representatives and community members 
who will work cooperatively in dealing with child 
welfare issues within the Tribe. This will include a 
great deal of cross training of various departmental 
staff on issues such as identifying signs of substance 
abuse, child abuse and child neglect. 

The project will also seek to improve interdepart- 
mental communication while developing a more ef- 


fective system for disseminating important child wel- 
fare information between departments. 

The Seminole Tribe was featured in the spring 
2009 edition of the social work professional journal, 
Pathways Practice Digest, for taking the initiative of 
working with the National Indian Child Welfare As- 
sociation in developing a Tribal systems collaboration 
program. 

Jones is hopeful about the future success of the 
program. 

“With resources from all governmental depart- 
ments and programs available to ‘wrap around’ the 
Tribal families, their success at maintaining healthy 
lifestyles, free of substance abuse and abuse and ne- 
glect, is much more achievable,” she said. 

The In-Depth-Technical-Assistance-Program, 
which is funded through grants from the National 
Center on Substance Abuse and Child Welfare, has 
been implemented with great success in other regions 
throughout the country. 

In April of this year, members of the Family Pres- 
ervation Project Core Team spent a week in Sacra- 
mento, Calif., meeting with representatives from the 
region’s social services programs and family court 
system. This allowed the core team to see the end 
product of a child welfare system shaped through the 
In-Depth-Technical-Assistance program. 

“The program is very supportive and non-judg- 
mental toward the family members,” said core team 
member Kristi Hill. “They focus on the positive and 
really try to encourage parents to complete their care 
plans.” 

It is precisely this spirit of encouragement and 
positivity that the Family Preservation Project Core 
Team hopes to apply to the Seminole Tribe’s child 
welfare system, which has been inundated by a flurry 
of activity, responding to 149 Department of Children 
and Families investigations for child abuse and ne- 
glect between April 1, 2008 and March 31, 2009. 


Public Notice: EPA Region 4 Reissues 
NPDES General Permit 


SUBMITTED BY THE ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES 
MANAGEMENT DEPT. 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s 
(EPA) Region 4’s National Pollutant Discharge Elimi- 
nation System (NPDES) general permit authorizing 
the discharge of stormwater from construction activi- 
ties on Tribal lands will expire on April 30. 

The coverage area for the expiring permit in- 
cludes all Indian Country lands within the states of 
Alabama, Florida, Mississippi and North Carolina. 
This general permit authorizes eligible discharges of 
stormwater from small and large construction activi- 
ties that result in a total land disturbance equal to or 
greater than one acre, and from small sites that are part 


of a larger, common plan of development. 

This permit requires operators of such construc- 
tion sites to implement stormwater controls and devel- 
op stormwater pollution prevention plans to prevent 
sediment and other pollutants associated with con- 
struction sites from being discharged in stormwater 
runoff. 

On May 15, the draft permit and fact sheet will 
be available for public review and comment at www. 
epa.gov/region4/water/permits/stormwater.html. This 
website will also provide a link to the Federal Register 
Notice for the permit reissuance. 

To obtain a copy of the proposed permit and/or 
fact sheet, or for more information, please contact Al- 
anna Conley at (404) 562-9443. 



Marisol Gonzalez 


Violet Jim (R) has her ears checked at the HearX screening table during the health and wellness event on May 20. 

Community Members Attend 
Annual Health, Wellness Fair 

BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Tribal Allied Health 
Dept., with help from Tribal departments and non- 
Tribal public health organizations, put on the an- 
nual health and wellness gathering in the Herman L. 

Osceola Gym on May 20. 

Community members and employees attended 
the gathering for information on various subjects 
dealing with health and wellbeing. 

Booths lined the gym with representatives from 
various organizations, including the March of Dimes, 

Seminole Police Dept, and Family Services Dept., to 
educate community members on a variety of health- 
related topics. Several organizations also provided 
health screenings and handed out information about 
services they provide, including pamphlets answer- 
ing some commonly asked questions. 

Representatives from The March of Dimes hand- 
ed out information from their new program for Native 
Americans entitled “The Coming of the Blessing, A 
Pathway to Healthy Pregnancy.” Patti Kodish of the 
March of Dimes said she has been working closely 
with the Tribe for nearly two years, although the 
Tribe had been involved with the March of Dimes 
previously. 

Kodish said she was happy to be a part of the 
wellness gathering and to be able to share informa- 
tion with those in attendance. 



Marisol Gonzalez 


(L-R) Edna McDuffie of the Health Dept, and Patti Kodish of 
the March of Dimes at the March of Dimes booth, one of many 
booths at the health fair. 
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See dealer for details 


Ed Morse Sawgrass Auto Mall is now offering aN Seminole tribal members 
and employees really great deals! That’s right, all tribe members and 
employees, including everyone who works at the Seminole Hard Rock Casino, 
can now get big savings and all financing incentives for which they qualify 
on five GM brands of new vehicles and over 150 used vehicles. 


THE BEST COVERAGE I N A MERICA 

5 YEARS/ 1 00,000 MILES 

• POWERTRAIN WARRANTY 

• COURTESY TRANSPORTATION 

• ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 





The New 2009. Models Are Here! Over 1 000 Vehieles. In Stock! 


LIBERTY. Ai»THEWfflS(//r 


CHEVROLET • CADILLAC 
PONTIAC • BUICK • GMC 


14401 W. Sunrise Blvd., Sunrise 

On Sunrise Blvd. just east of the Sawgrass Expwy. 

CALL TODAY 

1-888-800-8048 

SALES HRS: Mon-Fri 9am-9pm, 

Sat 9am-6pm, Sun 12-6pm 
SERVICE HRS: Mon-Fri 7am-6pm, 

Sat 7am-3pm 


YOUR O HEADQUARTERS 


^Buick- Drive Beautiful 


QMC 
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Safe Grilling and Indoor Air Quality 


BY KIRK TRENCHFIELD 

Contributing Writer 

[Editor s Note: Kirk Trenchfield is the Indoor Air 
Quality Specialist for the Tribe s Environmental Health 
Program. The opinions he expresses are his own. If you 
would like to ask a question, please write to kirktrench- 
field@sem tribe, com.] 

Summertime is here again. For all you grilling fans 
out there, we are going to discuss some simple safety 
tips on how to enjoy your outdoor grilling experience 
while maintaining good indoor air quality (IAQ). The 
quality of air we breathe indoors can be affected by 
many factors but we are going to focus on the effects of 
grilling on IAQ. 

When fossil fuels such as propane or charcoal are 
burned, it produces the combustion pollutant carbon 
monoxide (CO). This is a deadly colorless, odorless gas 
that kills more than 200 people each year in the U.S. As 
it relates to grilling, each year about 17 people die as a 
result of exposure to CO fumes from burning charcoal 
indoors or in poorly ventilated areas. 

Sources of combustion pollutants include unvented 
gas and charcoal grills, gas stoves, gas ovens, and back- 
drafting of smoke during outdoor grilling. 

Here in Florida, we sometimes experience power 
outages during hurricanes. During these times, we may 
often resort to other means of cooking due to the loss of 
power. The indoor use of charcoal or gas grills and also 
gas-powered generators can cause mild to serious car- 
bon monoxide poisoning, breathing problems, asthma 


attacks, and possible death to people in the home. 

To ensure that combustion pollutants do not create 
IAQ problems, here are some safety tips: 

Never use a gasoline-powered generator indoors. 
Gas-powered generators must be used outdoors, in a 
well-ventilated area away from windows, doors and 
home air-intakes. 

Never use charcoal or gas grills indoors for cook- 
ing or heating. 

Never grill in the garage, next to opened doors, 
windows or air intake of the home. This can cause 
smoke to back draft and enter the house. 

All potential combustion sources should be prop- 
erly vented to the outside of the building. 

Do not forget to shut off the gas valve after using 
the grill. 

Never bring or store a propane tank inside the 
house. If there is a gas leak, the consequences can be 
very dangerous. 

Always store gas tanks in a covered, outdoor space 
or garage, and away from direct heat. Heat will cause 
the gas pressure to rise, which can open the relief valve 
allowing gas to escape. 

Charcoal will continue to produce CO fumes un- 
til the charcoal is completely extinguished. Therefore, 
never store the grill indoors with freshly used coals. 

Make sure gas grills are regularly maintained and 
inspected. 

Install carbon monoxide monitors in homes near 
appliances. 


THE HEALTHY SENIOR BY FRED CICETTI 


[Editor’s Note: Fred Cicetti is a syndicated col- 
umnist who writes about issues concerning senior citi- 
zens’ health. The opinions he expresses are his own. If 
you would like to ask a question, please write to fred@ 
healthygeezer.com. All Rights Reserved ©2009 by Fred 
Cicetti .] 

Q: What exactly is a “charley horse” and why do I 
get them in my legs at night? 

A: According to the American Heritage Diction- 
ary of Idioms, the term “charley horse” was first used 
in the 1880s by baseball players to describe a muscle 
cramp. No one knows the true origin, but the dictionary 
says: “Among the more likely theories proposed is that 
it alludes to the name of either a horse or an afflicted 
ball player who limped like one of the elderly draft 
horses formerly employed to drag the infield.” 

Seniors are more likely to get charley horses be- 
cause of muscle loss that starts in our 40s. And your re- 
maining muscles don’t work as efficiently as they used 
to. Studies show that about 70 percent of adults older 
than 50 experience nocturnal leg cramps. 

A cramp is an involuntary contracted muscle that 
does not relax. The common locations for muscle 
cramps are the calves, thighs, feet, hands, arms and 
the rib cage. Cramps can be very painful. Muscles can 
cramp for just seconds, but they can continue for many 
minutes. 

Almost all of us have had muscle cramps, but no 
one knows for sure why they happen. However, many 
healthcare professionals attribute cramping to tired 
muscles and poor stretching. Other suspected causes 
are dehydration, exerting yourself when it’s hot, flat 
feet, standing on concrete, prolonged sitting, and being 
in some leg positions while sedentary. 


Muscle cramps are usually harmless. However, 
they can also be symptoms of problems with circula- 
tion, nerves, metabolism and hormones. Less common 
causes of muscle cramps include diabetes, Parkinson’s 
disease, hypoglycemia, anemia, thyroid and endocrine 
disorders. 

If you experience frequent and severe muscle 
cramps, see your doctor. 

The use of some medications can cause muscle 
cramps. For example, some diuretic medications pre- 
scribed for high blood pressure can deplete potassium. 
Too little potassium, calcium or magnesium in your 
diet can also contribute to cramps. 

Here are some pointers for treating a cramp your- 
self: stop whatever you were doing when you got the 
cramp, massage the muscle and stretch it slowly, apply 
a cold pack to relax tense muscles. 

To prevent cramps, do stretching exercises espe- 
cially for those muscles that tend to cramp, and drink 
water regularly. If you are exerting yourself in heat or 
sweating for more than an hour, you should drink fruit 
juice or a sports beverage. For recurrent cramps that 
disturb your sleep, your doctor may prescribe a medi- 
cation to relax your muscles. 

If you have nocturnal leg cramping, ride a station- 
ary bicycle for a few minutes before bedtime. The fol- 
lowing stretching exercise is good, too. You should do 
it in the morning, before dinner and before going to bed 
every night: 

Stand about 30 inches from a wall. Keep your 
heels on the floor, lean forward and put your hands on 
the wall. Then, move your hands slowly up the wall as 
far as you can reach comfortably. Hold the stretched 
position for 30 seconds. Release. Repeat twice. 



SEMINOLE 

BAIL BONDS 


10911 Bonita Beach Road Suite # 1 031 * Bonita Springs., Florida 34135 
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24 HOURS • SPEEDY RELEASE * PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
NATIONWIDE SERVICE 


239-877-1939 



SEEKING ORAL HISTORIES 
FOR MUSEUM COLLECTION AND 
VETERAN'S MEMORIAL BUILDING EXHIBIT 


The Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum is seeking to conduct oral history interviews with Seminole 
veterans and family members of veterans. The interviews will become a part of the existing 
oral history collection of the Tribal M useum. In the interview, you may choose what you 
would like to speak about. If you give permission, the interview might be considered for 
use in the exhibits to be created within the new Veteran's Memorial Building in Brighton. 
We hope that Seminole veterans will share stories for the benefit of current and future 
generations, as we look to honor your dedication and service. 
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To participate contact: 

Elizabeth Lowman 
0 ral H istory Coordinator 
Phone: 863-903-1113 ext. 12210 
elizabethlowman@ senhtribe.com 
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A PLACE T Q L EARN , A PLACE TO REMEMBER. 
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Announcements E 


CONGRATULATIONS 



Congratulations to Joshlynn Micco for 
receiving the I Believe in You, Principal’s 
Citizenship, “B” Honor Roll, Effort, First 
Place Ribbon and Way to Read Awards. 

Love, 

Mom and Dad (John & Brandy Micco- 
Romine) 


Congratulations to Dakota Micco 
for receiving the Fantastic First Grader, 
“B” Honor Roll, Effort, Incredibly Kind 
to Your Classmates, First Place Ribbon in 
Physical Education, Principal’s Citizen- 
ship and I Believe in You Awards. 

We are very proud of all you accom- 
plished for this year and your dedication, 
hard work, positive attitude and success. 

Love, 

Mom and Dad (John & Brandy Micco- 
Romine) 




Congratulations to 
Malakai Micco for receiv- 
ing the Participation and 
Achievement, Excellence 
in Music, “B” Honor Roll, 
Effort, Principal’s Citizen- 
ship, Best Word Watcher, 

Best Researcher of Informa- 
tion and First Place Physical 
Education Awards. 

Love, 

Mom and Dad (John & 
Brandy Micco-Romine) 




I would like to send a happy birthday 
wish to my dad, who is gratefully turning 
75 years young, and who has always been 
there for me and my family. Thanks for 
being there for us. Thanks for being you. 
Hope you enjoy your day. 

And a birthday wish to my grand- 
daughter who is turning 2 years old. You 


should be glad to share the same birthday 
as your great-papa Micco. 

Hope you both get what you both want 
on that day. Glad to have both of you in my 
life. Have a good one to the both of you. 

Love you both very much, 
Leta/Nana 


CLASSIFIED ADS 



Get Out of Jail Fast! 


Call Myma Loy (954) 583-9119. Tribal 
dividends, MasterCard and Visa ac- 
cepted. 24 hours • Speedy Release • 
Professional Service 1128 N.W. 31st 
Avenue, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33311 


FREE 

Interior Design Service 
Call Bernice 

(954) 261-0580 or (954) 434-7961 





POEMS 


Photos Submitted by Ollie Tiger 
Ballentine 

At Left: Ollie Tiger Ballentine, 
a five-year veteran biker, 
from Hollywood toured the 
Cherokee, N.C. area aboard 
her Harley-Davidson® Fat- 
boy® trike April 14-19. 
Among other stops on her 
vacation, Ballentine rode the 
famous Dragon’s Tail, an 11 
mile stretch of road with 318 
hairpin turns that go through 
North Carolina’s Great Smoky 
Mountains, ending in Ten- 
nessee. In addition to riding 
the Dragon’s Tail, Ballentine, 
who said biking is her favor- 
ite hobby, has also ridden in 
the Key West Poker Run and 
during Daytona’s Bike Week. 
She said in August she might 
make the trip to Sturgis, S.D. 
for the 69th annual Sturgis 
Rally, one of the largest and 
most well known motorcycle 
events in the country. 


Special congratulations to my two 2009 gradu- 
ates, Victor P. Osceola and Jewel Alice Frank- 
Wright. 

Victor graduated from American Heritage in 
May and is headed off to college for three years in 
July. Jewel graduated from Toddler Tech Academy 
of Davie, Fla. Thank you to Mrs. Ghazala and Ms. 
Johanna for being great teachers and supportive 
with the whole class. 

I visualize nothing but the best for each of you 
two. You are both very precious, very loving, strong 
minded and very spoiled by grandma. From day one 
you two have brought many happy moments and 
silly and sad times that grow more special with each 
passing day. 

Thank you for being a part of my life, stay fo- 
cused, remember where you are from, and be re- 
spectful and nothing but positivity will guide you 
through that will fulfill your happiness. 

One love for you always, 
Grandma (Virginia), Eddie, Shelli, Jesse, 
Grandpa/Carol, Barnards, Tammie/Ray, Vickie, 
Mama (Valerie), Wesley, Uncle Vince/Camellia 


IN MEMORIAM 


How Lucky Got His 

Name 


Lucky was bom on Feb. 

18, 1988 at Memorial Hospital 
on Johnson Street in Holly- 
wood. 

When he was bom he was 
a healthy baby of 9 pounds 
and 19 inches. Everything was 
normal, but like many babies, 
he had yellow jaundice. His 
was worse than others’ so I had 
to leave him at the hospital and 
return every four hours to feed 
him, since I breastfed all of my 
children. 

My husband, Sugarfoot, 
talked to the doctors to see if 
there was something we could 
do to have him at home. The 
doctors gave us a machine that 
looked like a fish tank with a 
blue light on top. I was to keep 
a schedule of every time I re- 
moved him from this machine. 


The only time I could 
remove him was to change 
his diaper, bathe or feed him. 
Other than that I could not hold 
my baby or cuddle with him 
for as long as he was in the 
machine. 

The hospital staff let us 
take the machine home on a 
Sunday and said they would be 
back on the following Friday 
to check on Lucky. When that 
Friday came for them to check 
on Lucky, Sugarfoot said 
“He’ll be lucky if he gets to 
stay.” 

He, however, did get to 
stay home. Ever since then 
we called him Lucky, but his 
real name was Guy Charles 
Stewart. 

I will always love you my 
son. You will never be forgot- 
ten. 

Love, 

Mom (Nettie Doctor Stewart) 


In loving memory of 
Tiffany and Pammy. Happy 
birthday, girls!! We cherish 
every day we got to share with 
you. We miss your smiles 


and laughs and our hearts are 
always with you. 

Love, 

Us 


TRAVEL STORY 


GRADUATES 


A Poet In A Coffeehouse 


If You Only Knew 


She turned and looked and I became so involved with her smile, so much so that we 
melded as one and her prayers were heartfelt tears with a beauty seldom seen. I was so 
transported and stirred by her remarks, absorbed in each and every renewing breath, re- 
plenished by the sincere sparkle in her eyes, embraced in a radiance of tender passions. 
A poet with a note pad and pen was rifling through his writings, saying, “I will be a poet 
in a coffeehouse that has been abandoned that is being occupied by other poets that has 
been abandoned and that is still being occupied by other poets and where I still perform 
my poetry to this very day!” I reasoned right then and there that the lady’s style and el- 
egance had harnessed me to the sun, spiraling me through time, and I was so enchanted 
at the thought of her. 


— Elgin Jumper 
June 2, 2009 


An Explanation of Shakespeare 

Now Shakespeare didn’t think of himself as a playwright. No, as far as he was con- 
cerned, he was a poet, a bard, if you will. And to him, “a Muse of fire” was never “to 
be, or not to be” for which “Now is the winter of our discontent” for which methinks 
thou art, indeed, art thou and “forever and forever farewell” and praytell “and good 
night, sweet prince, and flights of angels sing thee to thy rest,” “for always I am Cae- 
sar” yea, “we band of brothers” alas, “the slings and arrows of outrageous fortune” for 
he was “the God of Battles, steel” and so he cried, “When shall we three meet again? 

In thunder, lightning, or in rain?” for he was “and at his heels, leash’d in like hounds, 
should famine, sword, and fire crouch for employment.” O, he was “such stuff as 
dreams are made on” “the noblest Roman of them all” and “what dreams may come.” 
“Such men are dangerous” “and thus the native hue of resolution is sickbed o’er with 
the pale cast of thought,” and not a playwright, but a poet, a bard, if you will, for “Alas, 
poor Yorick! ... a fellow of infinite jest, of most excellent fancy.” 


If you only knew how beautiful you are 
to me... 

The feeling I have deep inside 

If you only knew how special you are to 

me... 

How I would do anything to see you 
smile 

If you only knew how frustrated I truly 
am... 

How confused you make me feel 
If you only knew the battles I fight to 
continue this charade. . . 

The music I crave from your laugh 
If you only knew how much your pres- 
ence means to me .. . 

The relief I feel when I no longer need a 
fapade 

If you only knew how I long to gaze upon 
your soul... 

The silence we share which speaks vol- 
umes 

If you only knew the absolute joy I feel 
whenever you’re near me. . . 

The heart wrenching pain I feel every 
time you leave me 
If you only knew the thoughts that 
bounce throughout my mind. . . 

And if you did, what would you see? 

Tell me, would it be a stranger? 

Or would you still see me? 


— Elgin Jumper 
June 7, 2009 


A Hollywood Love Thing, 
— Ale x Tucker 
Otter Clan 
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in Football Clinic 
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First Council 
Meeting Held in 
Veterans Building 

BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — The Tribal Council met at 
the Brighton Veterans Building for the first time 
ever June 30 for a special meeting. 

Brighton Council Rep. Andrew Bowers 
Jr. welcomed everyone to the new facility and 
said he hopes it will be the home to many more 
meetings in the future. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress invited attend- 
ees to visit the Veterans’ hang out room and to 
take a tour of the star-shaped building following 
the meeting. 

Three resolutions were passed on the agen- 
da including: 

Resolution 4: Approval of Indian Housing 
Plan for the fiscal year commencing Oct. 1 and 
ending Sept. 30, 2010, together with expression 
of intent and certain certifications; 

Resolution 5: Prohibition of contractor 
Harry Pepper & Associates, Inc., and its em- 
ployees from doing any further work on the Big 
Cypress Seminole Indian Reservation Water 
Conservation Plan critical restoration project 
and from any entry on to the Tribal lands of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida. 


Trail Community 
Youth Receive 
Incentive Awards 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

MIAMI — Tribal students, parents, Trail 
community members and guests recognized 
the best in education June 17 at the annual In- 
centive Awards presentation, held at Dave and 
Busters restaurant/arcade. 

During the event, Trail community stu- 
dents from grades kindergarten through 12th 
received certificates, T-shirts, back packs and 
other awards. 

Students Cassidy Bert, Morgan Bert, 
Charles Billie, Demetric Billie, Osceola Cy- 
press, Jennifer Holdiness, Jessie Holdiness, 
Ozzie Holdiness, Lucas Huggins, Courtney Jim, 
Elena Jim, Katherine Jim, Lauren Jim, Destiny 
Jim-Harper, Katinna Jumper, Falon Keyser, 
Davena Osceola, Kailani Osceola, Nichelle 
Osceola, Angelina Osceola, Jaya Osceola, Kay- 
lene Osceola, Dionah Osceola-Bert, John Kyle 
Osceola Jr., Alana Roberts, Donavin Tiger, 
Hunter Tiger, Madison Tiger, Sadrilynn Tiger, 
Stephen Tiger, Jonah Tigertail-Billie and Noah 
Tigertail-Billie were acknowledged at the cer- 
emony. 

“I enjoy them honoring me for going to 
school,” said second year honoree and eighth 


Brittany Smith Crowned Miss Florida 
Seminole at 52nd Annual Pageant 

Stevie Brantley Receives Junior Miss Florida Seminole Princess Title 



Stephen Galla 

(L-R) Chairman Mitchell Cypress, 2009-2010 Junior Miss Florida Seminole Stevie Brantley, 2009-2010 Miss Florida Seminole Brittany Smith and President Richard Bowers Jr. 


Please see INCENTIVE on page 2A 


Fathers Honored 
at BC Community 
Celebration 

BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Big Cypress commu- 
nity members honored their fathers at a lun- 
cheon celebration at the Herman L. Osceola 
Gymnasium on June 19. 

“In our clan society, we may have only one 
father, but we have many uncles who have con- 
tributed so much to our lives as we have grown 
into adults,” said Chairman Mitchell Cypress. 
“On Father’s Day take the time to put away all 
negative thoughts and let your hearts be filled 
with all the positive things that can be attrib- 
uted to the father figures that have shaped your 
lives.” 

“You may find the reality of their commit- 
ment to be overwhelming,” he added. “We owe 
a great deal to the men who have come before 
us and made our lives possible.” 

President Richard Bowers Jr. also spoke. 

“When we were growing up, a series of 
camps were comprised of close-knit families 
and the elders would say that it takes a camp 
to raise a child,” he said. “It is important to re- 
member all of the men who have contributed 
so much to our lives as we celebrate Father’s 
Day.” 

President Bowers continued: “During the 
Seminole Wars, some of our forefathers adopt- 
ed a clothing style that included a large scarf 
tied around their necks. As hunters, fishermen, 
cattlemen and farmers, these men found many 
uses for this scarf and it became a part of their 

Please see FATHERS on page 2A 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The crowns and titles distribut- 
ed to the winners of the 52nd annual Seminole Princess 
Pageant will reside in Brighton for the year as Brittany 
Smith was crowned Miss Florida Seminole Princess and 
Stevie Brantley took home the title of Junior Miss Flor- 
ida Seminole Princess. 

Both ladies made their home reservation of Brigh- 


ton proud when they received their titles at the pageant, 
held July 18 in the Hollywood Auditorium. 

Emcees for the evening were Mary Jean Koenes, 
Seminole language consultant and 1973 and 1974 Miss 
Florida Seminole Princess, and Van Samuels of the Big 
Cypress Museum. 

The evening started off with a moment of silence 
for the late Sandra McClenithan, the 1977 Miss Florida 
Seminole Princess. 

A special documentary created by Seminole Media 


Productions on the history of the Miss Florida Seminole 
Princess Pageant paid honor to the past, present and fu- 
ture princesses. 

The Seminole Princess Committee members were 
recognized along with the Tribal Council and Board of 
Directors. 

“Whoever is chosen will represent the whole year,” 
said Chairman Mitchell Cypress. “They need prayers, 

Please see PRINCESS on page ID 



Andre Juniper grabs his steer’s neck, tucks the horn and prepares to cup its nose in his elbow 
for a perfect throw. 


Tribal Citizens Attend Steer 
Wrestling Clinic 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Sweat-streaked 
faces smeared with red clay, sore muscles 
and big smiles became the trademark of the 
participants at the Steer Wrestling Clinic 
held at the Junior Cypress Arena on June 27 
under the direction of Dennis DeVeaugh. 

The Eastern Indian Rodeo Associa- 
tion (EIRA) isn’t just about producing ro- 
deo competitions and tabulating qualifying 
points for the rodeo circuit. One of its major 
goals is the promotion of rodeo sports within 
a safe atmosphere and education of the next 
generation of rodeo athletes. 

This past year, the EIRA expanded its 
roster of non-sanctioned events to include 
Chute Doggin’ and Steer Un-decorating. 
Both of these activities are an exercise for 
youngsters learning how to control their 
body weight on horseback, safe dismount 
from a running horse and procedure for tak- 
ing down a steer. 

A career in rodeo doesn’t just happen 
and Dennis DeVeaugh has made it his life 


long passion. 

Beginning at an early age, he tried his 
hand at every event and before long had de- 
veloped the skills of an All Around Cowboy. 
By 1979 he had become the Florida Cowboy 
Assn. State Steer Wrestling Champion and 
during the following year, he climbed the 
ladder to Southeastern Circuit Champion. 

A room filled with trophies and awards 
pays tribute to a brilliant career that has 
spanned a quarter century and seen him 
ranked among the Top Fifteen World Re- 
gional Finalists. 

Assisting DeVeaugh at the Steer Wres- 
tling Clinic were two EIRA instructors 
whose credentials speak for themselves. 
Naha Jumper is an Indian National Finals 
Rodeo Qualifier (INFR) and EIRA Champi- 
on and Ivan Bruisedhead is an INFR Quali- 
fier. 

Getting down to business, DeVeaugh 
explained the basic concept of Steer Wres- 
tling before putting the youngsters through 
several hours of intensive training. 

Please see CLINIC on page 2A 
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Seminole Youth Learn to Give Back at Culture Exchange 








BY RACHEL BUXTON 

Staff Reporter 


“If there’s one 
thing they take away 
from today that’s leav- 

PE ACH SPRIN GS, Ariz. — Summer vacation for ing with a full heart and 
27 high school students from all reservations began as knowing deep down in 
they traveled out west to Peach Springs, Ariz. to partici- their spirit they made 
pate in a culture exchange program during the week of a difference,” said 
June 8-13. Emma Johns 

Sponsored by the Education Dept., the Seminole Students raked, 
youth enjoyed a weeklong excursion where they vis- shoveled and bagged 
ited the Hualapai Tribe. Throughout the week the group weeds as it rained off 
spent time learning about the Hualapai culture, sharing and on. The first park, 
their culture and getting to do once in a lifetime activi- Milkweed, was a run 
ties. down playground that 

“It was any Tribe I wanted to expose them to and will eventually be re- 
this kind of way to make a difference,” said Education painted so children can 
Dept. Director Emma Johns. “I want them to become play on it. 
more humble beings and learn how to give back and “I was probably 

leam how to appreciate what you have.” one of the ones that 

The Seminole youth began their journey landing in complained the most,” 

Las Vegas where they visited a place that made them said Ali Nunez refer- 
feel right at home — the Hard Rock Cafe. The students ring to having to do 
enjoyed a lunch that was full of entertainment that in- community service, 
eluded lots of music and dancing. Some students and “But when you actu- 
even a few of the adults jumped up and joined the Hard ally come out here and 
Rock staff in showing off their dance moves to the Vil- start working, you realize how much 
lage People’s classic song, “YMCA.” you’re doing for them and it feels re- 

Tribal citizen Shandiin Josh celebrated her birthday ally good to help out.” 
and was serenaded by the entire cafe while receiving an Amellda Powskey, 15, a member 
ice cream sundae topped with a cherry and a candle to of the Hualapai Tribe, said she found 
make a wish. out the night before that members of 

After lunch the kids boarded their bus as they got another native Tribe, one she had nev- 
ready to embark on their cultural exchange. er heard of, were coming to help her 

The students got their first introduction to the Huai- community, 
apai Tribe as they visited the Grand Canyon Caverns. “I had a good feeling,” said 

The Grand Canyon Caverns, located on the historic Powskey. “A lot of Native American 
Route 66, is a natural limestone cavern located 210 feet Tribes are living in poverty and it is 
underground. Students explored the caverns traveling just best if we try to get together and 
down winding paths. do something that is good and we’ll 

They learned their first tidbit about the Hualapai get to know one another and just have 
Tribe. Remains in the caverns originally thought to be fun.” 

prehistoric were actually ancestors of the Hualapai Tribe “It feels good to have another 
who became sick while out cutting firewood during the Tribe come to help us clean our park, 
winter of 1917. The ground was too frozen for a burial trying to make our reservation a better 
so the two men were lowered into a concealed hole. The place,” said Tawnya Shongo, 17, also 
students were able to view the hole that has since been of the Hualapai Tribe, 
sealed off in respect to the late Hualapai members. Everyone took a break to eat 

It wasn’t until the next day that the students got their lunch that was provided by the Huala- 
formal introductions to the Hualapai Tribe of today. pai Tribe. Following lunch the youth 

In the early morning of June 9, the students, staff were split up and sent to two other 
and chaperones made their way into the residential area parks for cleaning up. 

of the Hualapai Reservation to take part in a community “We’re real fortunate for the stuff we’ve got,” said 
service park cleanup. Audrey Osceola. “A lot of other Tribes don’t get any- 

“When I was on the bus it was hard to watch,” said thing so I th in k it’s really cool that we get to do this.” 
Whitney Osceola about seeing the Hualapai Reservation The community service didn’t start at the parks, 
for the first time. “It made me feel bad. I didn’t know however. Prior to the trip departure students donated 
how other reservations live. It was eye opening.” 


Rachel Buxton 

The Seminole Tribe and the Hualapai Tribe become one and family. 


Rachel Buxton 

Students on the winded cavern tour, where they see a mummified bobcat. 


Alex Buck (R) used sister, Farrah Lyttle (L), and Stevie Brantley (C) as The Seminole youth (L) present the Hualapai Tribal Youth Council 
shields from the 30 degree water. (R) with commemorative Seminole Tribe statues and books. 


dian rattles. 

The bird singers kept the audience entertained 
while everyone feasted on the native classic, Indian 
tacos. 

The Seminole youth took the floor for their 


PowerPoint® presentation to teach the Hualapai 
items to be given to the Hualapai Tribe. Marie Dufour of Tribe about the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 

Pete Imus of the Hualapai Tribe welcomed the the Hollywood Education Dept, drove a U-Haul® from 


Seminoles to their reservation. 


Stephanie Hall discussed the difference be- 


Florida to Arizona to drop off the items. Dufour was on tween the Tribal Council and Board of Directors 


“It’s good to finally be able to put a face to the the road for 2.5 days, but in the end, said it was well 
phone numbers and e-mails,” said Imus. worth the time and effort. 

The two Tribes teamed together to help cleanup “I always hear about the donations,” said David 


and talked about the different Tribal services offered 
including social services provided to Tribal elders. 
“I can’t wait until I’m an elder,” said Hall. 


three parks located on the Hualapai Reservation that Nunez, who accompanied his two daughters on the trip. “They are treated very well.” 


had been overgrown with weeds, littered with trash and “I didn’t realize this is where it was coming to. When- 
glass and covered in graffiti. ever I hear about those donations again I’ll talk to my 

girls and say, ‘Hey remember where we were at 


Ali Nunez and Stevie Brantley went through a 
timeline telling the history of the Seminoles, while 
Kyle Baker pointed out the locations of the different 


and what it was like,’ and just give. It’s a realistic reservations on a map of Florida. 


eye opener for them.” 

The next day the Seminole youth got to expe- 


Audrey Osceola shared with the Hualapai about 
the family dynamics within the Seminole Tribe. She 


rience a more global side of the Hualapai Tribe as named the different clans and talked about Seminole 


they visited Grand Canyon West. 

Grand Canyon West, unknown to most, is not 
part of the Grand Canyon National Park. It is lo- 
cated on the Hualapai Reservation and has become 


a major part of their Tribal economy with the re- Com Dance. 


art and traditions. 

Whitney Osceola spoke on the two different 
Seminole native languages spoken — Creek and 
Mikasuki. She also talked about the sacred Green 


cently built Skywalk, a glass bridge that juts out 
over the canyon edge and over 4,000 feet above 
the canyon floor. 

“It was very beautiful,” said Cassandra Jim- 
mie. “When I looked down I just hoped I wouldn’t 
fall. It was an unforgettable site.” 


David Youngblood wrapped up the student pre- 
sentations with a telling of “The Little Frog Leg- 
end,” as originally told by Seminole Tribal elder 
Betty Mae Jumper. 

“It gives them a little more insight,” said Chel- 
sea Storm. “It lets them know they aren’t alone that 


Also located at Grand Canyon West is the they have other people out there just like them.” 


Hualapai Tribal member George Walker (R) teaches Alex Buck (L) 
the proper way to carry elk antlers. 


Hualapai Ranch where students took a step back After the Seminole presentation members of youth, Nolene Watahomigie. “It was like we were one 


in time. At the ranch youth tested their hatchet the Hualapai Tribe taught the Seminole youth about the big happy family.” 
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Rachel Buxton marksmanship. 

(L-R) Christian Buck and Jason Melton, along with other Seminole After a da y ° f witnessing the Hualapai Tribe 
students, shovel debris into a bulldozer to be taken away. as a corporation the students were finally able to 

engage themselves into the Hualapai cul- 


throwing abilities, gun drawing speed and archery history of the Hualapai Tribe and how they also had to 

fight the government to claim what land was deserv- 
ingly theirs. 

The Hualapai Tribe has a population of about 2,000 
and occupies a million acre federal reservation along 
108 miles of the Grand Canyon and Colorado River. 


ture at the culture exchange presentation 
held that evening at the Tribe’s gymnasium. 

The evening began with the Huala- 
pai Bird Singers, men and boys of all ages 
demonstrating their chants using native In- 


The night only became more intense as the singing 
and dancing continued. 

“Historically this is good because we get to see 
each other’s cultures,” said Willie Johns, Brighton’s 
Museum Community Outreach Specialist. “We can see 
how similar we are but yet how far advanced they are or 


Leader of the youth Skywalk Bird Singers and no t advanced as we are and see how each one of us are 
Dancers Jorgine Bender discussed the traditional cloth- doing in our respective area.” 


ing of the Hualapai members. Bender explained how it 
is tradition to wear a shawl under a beaded cape with 


The culture exchange and friendships made didn’t 
end that night with the dancing. The next day the two 


colors representing the vegeta- Tribes together went whitewater rafting down the Colo- 


tion and habitat of the land. 
Members of the Skywalk 


rado River. 

Tribal youth held on for dear life as they went over 
Bird Dancers grabbed a Semi- cascading Level 7 rapids with 30 degree water pouring 
nole Tribal citizen to dance with. on them. 

“Don’t pull back or say no,” “it was really fun and nothing like I had ever done 
said Bender. “Just ^ follow the before,” said Stevie Brantley. “I didn’t know what to 
steps of the dancers.” expect. I was scared and cold but it was worth it.” 

The Bird Singers chanted The youth spent the first half of the day riding the 
and sang shaking their shakers rapids and then enjoyed a lunch while drying off and 
as the bird dancers danced with warming up on the rocks of the Grand Canyon, 
the Seminole youth. After lunch splashguards were put on the boats so 

“The songs you hear are everyone could enjoy the rest of the tour by taking in 
about the stars, mountains, sky, the scenic beauty of the Grand Canyon. When the boats 
cacti ^and water,” said singer reached their end point students were given a helicopter 
ride above the Grand Canyon giving them the opportu- 


Ivan Bender. 


The two Tribes became one nity to see the canyon from yet another angle. 


Hualapai Tribal member Ivan Bender | 
with a native rattle. 


Rachel Buxton 

) presents Daylon Youngblood (L) 


(L-R) Kyle Baker and Christian Buck have a q 
Hualapai Ranch. 


Rachel Buxton 

k draw shootout at the 


as men and women sang and 
danced together. 

“It was lively and every- 
one was happy,” said Hualapai 


“Even though it was five hours long it was probably 
the best five hours of my life,” said Chelsea Storm. 

Once back at the hotel lodge students got their last 
lesson on the Hualapai culture with Hualapai Tribal 
citizen George Walker hosting a Trophy Class on 
the practice and tradition of hunting elk within the 
Hualapai culture. 

Tribal youth from both Tribes then said their 
farewells. Phone numbers and addresses were ex- 
changed with promises to keep in touch. 

“I didn’t know the Hualapai Tribe existed until 
I came on this trip,” said Storm. “I’ve made a lot of 
new friends and it’s hard for me to make friends so 
this was a big step for me.” 

Students spent their last day on the trip walk- 
ing up and down the jam-packed strip in Las Ve- 
gas shopping, exploring different hotels and riding 
the monstrous roller coaster at the New York, New 
York hotel. 

“This trip has been pretty awesome,” said Ja- 
son Melton. “I was enjoying the places we were 
going to and cleaning up the parks because I knew 
I was actually doing something for another Tribe 
that is less fortunate than ours.” 

Education Dept. Director Emma Johns was 
happy with the outcome of the trip. 

“I can’t believe I had so many interested and 
helping,” Johns said. “Their attitudes are phenom- 
enal. I’m so proud of our students. They have made 
me overwhelmingly happy as director of Educa- 
. tion and as a Seminole Tribal member.” 


The Skywalk Bird Dancers show the Seminole girls their traditional dances. 


The Seminole youth relax for a moment after surviving a Level 7 rapid. 
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INCENTIVE 

From page 1A 


grade student Elena Jim. 

The Tribe’s Education Dept, and Trail Liaison Wil- 
liam Osceola’s office co-sponsored the event, which 
also featured a special performance by Cherokee hip- 
hop musician and actor Litefoot. 


“I am glad we are here to honor you,” said Liaison 
Osceola to the students in attendance. “One day you are 
going to grow up to be something; that is what getting 
an education teaches you to do.” 

During his performance, Litefoot spoke about his 
time in the music industry, his struggles for respect and 
staying dedicated to achieving dreams and goals. 

“This was their night because of what they have 
done and accomplished,” Litefoot explained. “Listen to 
what is inside of you and be confident in 
what you can do.” 

“Putting in the hard work will allow 
you to see the rewards,” he added. “You are 
the next generation of us.” 

Father Josh Osceola came to celebrate 
the accomplishments of this third grader, 
Angelina, 8. 

“I am so proud of her and all my kids,” 
Osceola said. “For her to be here at the 
awards doing the work, she has improved 
a lot.” 

“I do not want [my kids] going through 
what I have been through,” he added. “As 
long as they succeed, I do. I tell them ‘You 
can do whatever you want and be whatever 
you want to be,’ ” 

Tribal Education Advisor Will Bacon 
commended the progress of many of the 
students who received awards. He also 
praised the behind the scenes heroes — the 
parents. 

“The families are really placing an em- 
phasis on education,” Bacon said. “We con- 
tinue to see a growth in the community in 
education as a concept as well as a whole. 
We want that to be part of the motivation 
for them to continue in school.” 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal citizen Elena Jim (C) receives her award for acadmeic achievement, 
joined by (L-R) Michael Cantu, Trail Liaison William Osceola and Cherokee 
hip-hop musician and actor Litefoot. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Cherokee hip-hop musician and actor Litefoot and Trail Liaison William Osceola (Back Row, L-R) with members of the Tribal 
Education Dept., Trail students and guests at the Trail Incentive Awards ceremony, held June 17. 


CLINIC 

From page 1A 


“Safety must be your first priority at all times,” 
cautioned DeVeaugh. “Our goal is to teach you about 
technique and momentum. Speed will come in its own 
time, but means nothing if you cannot properly handle 
your catch and overpower the steer for a winning score.” 

The students began their training on a steer’s head 
attached to a metal frame being pulled by an All Terrain 
Vehicle (ATV) and known as a Steer Saver. Position, 
posture and leg placement were stressed as students 
took several turns on the equipment and were critiqued 
by their instructors. 

Concentrating on technique, the group learned the 
proper head catch, hand, elbow and arm placement 
that provides the leverage necessary to overturn a steer 
weighing from two to three times the weight of the con- 
testant. 

Following a short water break, the students were 
transferred to live animals on a protective lariat to prac- 
tice and then moved up to the real thing. Tackling steers 
right out of the chute, bringing them to a stop and then 
wrestling them to the ground. 

As the hours passed the students’ strength dwindled, 
but their technique began to take form. Youngsters, who 
had previously failed to catch, lost their prey or wound 
up on the ground with a steer standing over them, were 
making complete runs that generated enviable scores. 



Judy Weeks 


(L-R) Kenny Deschene learns some valuable tips on position 
and technique in steer wrestling from instructor Dennis De- 
Veaugh. 



Covered in red clay, the young steer wrestlers join their instructors and arena crew on the fence at the end of the day. 







Paul “Cowbone” Buster entertains with a medley of rhythm and blues, country and gospel songs at the Father’s Day event. 


FATHERS 

From page 1A 


daily clothing well into 
the middle of the 1900s. 
These men were respon- 
sible for our survival.” 

“I am giving each of 
you one of these scarves 
today in their memory 
and ask that you remem- 
ber the role that you also 
have played in our fu- 
ture,” he concluded. 

Big Cypress Board 
of Directors Rep. Paul 
Bowers Sr. said: “Visit 
your father on his special 
day and if he has gone 
on before you, honor his 
memory.” 

“Many of our fathers 
are gone and we no lon- 
ger can spend time with 
them,” said Big Cypress 
Tribal Council Rep. Da- 
vid Cypress. “Remember 


Judy Weeks 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress (R) shows his gratitude to Frank J. Billie (L) for years of moral sup- 
port during his youth. 


how much they meant to you and pass their legacy on to 
your children.” 


toire, they took turns playing classic songs that spanned 
a time frame of over sixty years and included gospel, 


„ D , T , n , D . country, and rhythm and blues. 

. Paul Cowbone Buster, Jonah Cypress and Pastor Forming familv erouns. tl 


Arlen Payne provided live musical entertainment for the 


Forming family groups, the partygoers shared the 


Father’s Day celebration. Delving into their vast reper- memorate the occasio F n ; 


luncheon buffet and posed for family portraits to com- 


Judy Weeks Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Beverly Alumbaugh, dad Joe Osceola Sr. and Janice Osceola (L-R) President Richard Bowers Jr. wishes George Billie 
enjoy the Father’s Day festivities with the BC community. a happy Father’s Day. 


First Council Meeting Held in Veterans Building 


Rachel Buxton 

The Tribal Council conducts a special council meeting in the star-shaped Veterans Building pentagon auditorium. 
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Rachel Buxton 

it the message, “Say no to drugs,” at the first anniversary celebration of the S.W.A.M.P., held at the Brighton gym on June 16. 


Council Holds Special 
Meeting in Tampa 

BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

TAMPA — The Tribal Council met at the Crowne Plaza 
Hotel in Tampa for a special meeting on June 1 8. They passed 
28 resolutions on the agenda including: 

Resolution 12: Amendment No. 2 to project cooperation 
agreement between the U.S. Department of the Army and the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida for construction of the Big Cypress 
Seminole Indian Reservation water conservation plan critical 
restoration project; 

Resolution 14: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
funding request for Fiscal Year 2009 Seminole Tribe of Flor- 
ida clean water sewer infrastructure improvements program; 

Resolution 22: Business lease between Seminole Tribe of 
Florida (lessor) and Joel Matthew Frank Sr. (lessee) for fast 
food restaurant and/or coffee shop, retail tobacco outlet and 
parking improvements - Hollywood Seminole Indian Reser- 
vation; 

Resolution 28: Approval of lease modification agreement 
by and between Seminole Properties Retail, LLC, and The 
Walking Company; 

Resolution 29: Approval for Seminole Properties Retail, 
LLC, to consummate a lease agreement with CB5 Restaurant 
Holdings Corporation for the operation of a Bongos Cuban 
Cafe; delegation of authority; 

Resolution 30: Approval for Seminole Properties Retail, 
LLC, to consummate a lease agreement with Front Street Res- 
taurant Group, LLC, for the operation of an Italian restaurant; 
delegation of authority; 

Resolution 34: Florida Department of Law Enforcement 
memorandum of understanding for the purpose of facilitating 
criminal investigations of incidents involving Seminole Police 
Dept, officers. 


Marissa Osceola 
Participates in World 
Leadership Forum 


S.W.A.M.P. Celebrates First Year Milestone 




BY RACHEL BUXTON 

Staff Reporter 


Rachel Buxton 

Osceola with a special recognition plaque for his help in 


won’t have a future.” 

Rep. Bowers also congratulated the members 
on their milestone anniversary as an organized club. 

“You’ve been here a year,” Rep. Bowers said. 
“Remember that you’re still here.” 

The Seminole Warriors cheerleaders performed 
a special say no to drugs cheer before heading off 
for a costume change and another dance number. 

Lunch was prepared by Ray King who also 
cooks the meals served each Thursday at the 
S.W.A.M.P. meetings. 

During lunch a slideshow played showing the 
community events and projects that the children 
of S.W.A.M.P. have participated in throughout the 
year. 

Some of the events have included the Red Bam 
cleanup, Field Day parade float, a Halloween party, 
trip to Busch Gardens, a bake sale, car wash and 
hot dog sale. 

“S.W.A.M.P. keeps them busy,” said Tammy 
King, mother of three S.W.A.M.P. members. “They 
love it. When I can’t get them here they ask if I can 
find them another ride or let them stay with their 
grandmother on the reservation. It is just a great at- 
mosphere.” 

S.W.A.M.P. presently has about 45 members. 
They meet in the side room of the gym that has been 
turned into the “Swamp,” a drug-free zone where 
kids can play video games and hang out. 

“S.W.A.M.P. has a lot of good events and good 
food,” said Junior President Morgan King. 

S.W.A.M.P. Junior Vice President Sunni 
Bearden said she enjoys the program because she 
has met a lot of new friends. 

S.W.A.M.P. will be initiating another Youth 
Prevention Committee, aside from the one that al- 
ready meets once a month, that is geared more to 
the teen members and will organize age specific ac- 
tivities for middle and high school students. 


Rachel Buxton 

(L-R) Thomas Bearden, Chastity Harmon, Tyra Baker, Morgan King and Sunni Bearden are the junior and senior of- 
ficers in charge of running the monthly meetings. 


BRIGHTON — Community members and 
Seminole youth gathered at the Brighton gym June 
16 to celebrate the first anniversary of S.W.A.M.P. 
with a special presentation. 

S.W.A.M.P., which stands for Seminoles With- 
out Additions Make Progress, is a program that was 
started in 2008. The Family Services and the Recre- 
ation Departments co-sponsored the club’s forma- 
tion to help teach Seminole youth about alcohol and 
drug awareness. 

To start things off, S.W.A.M.P. mascot Jeffrey 
the Alligator came out to get the crowd cheering. 

Valerie Marone, community events coordinator 
and S.W.A.M.P. organizer, spoke at the event. 

“The S.W.A.M.P. is not me,” Marone said. “It’s 
the kids.” 

Marone also introduced the S.W.A.M.P. com- 
mittee and presented each with a medal and cer- 
tificate for their leadership and commitment. The 
officers were: Senior President Thomas Bearden, 
Senior Vice President Chastity Harmon, Senior 
Secretary Tyra Baker, Junior President Morgan 
King, Junior Vice President Sunni Bearden and Ju- 
nior Secretary Odessa King. 

Marone, assisted by the senior officers, recog- 
nized and handed out certificates of appreciation 
to different Seminole Tribe departments. She also 
recognized other key individuals that have played 
a major role in helping with the first year of the 
S.W.A.M.P. ’s success. 

“We couldn’t have a group like this without the 
support of the community,” Marone said. 

Special plaques were given to Recreation Dept. 
Director Richard Osceola, Family Services Dept. 
Director Helene Buster and Brighton Tribal Coun- 
cil Rep. Andrew Bowers Jr., representing the Brigh- 
ton Tribal Council Office, for their help in starting 
S.W.A.M.P. as well as their continued support. 


Senior President Thomas Bearden (R) presents Richard 
starting and supporting S.W.A.M.P. 


“Thank you adults for your support,” Buster 
said. “The children are our future and if they are not 
doing what they are supposed to be doing, the Tribe 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 


WASHINGTON — Marissa Osceola, a seventh grader 
at Corkscrew Middle School in Naples, Fla., was chosen for 
the People to People World Leadership Forum as a student 
ambassador. 

The daughter of Douglas and Sandy Osceola, she is an 
exemplary student, perseverant, inquisitive and shows leader- 
ship qualities, which prompted her teachers to nominate her 
for the program. 

Started by President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1956, the 
People to People Ambassadors Program fosters world citizen- 
ship. The project was established to promote peace among 
others through understanding and provides an opportunity for 
national and international exchange among students. 

The 2009 roster of 1,000 young people converged on 
Washington, D.C. during the week of April 13-19. Attendees 
from as far away as Africa, Argentina and China attended. Ma- 
rissa Osceola was one of the two representatives from the state 
of Florida. 

“There was so much to see in such a short time that I feel 
as though I have just been introduced to our nation and its his- 
tory,” Osceola said. “It was great and I have already started a 
list of the places where I want to spend more time.” 

Divided into small groups with chaperones, the young 
people congregated each day for orientation, workshops and 
speaking engagements by dignitaries, who represented a cross 
section of government, business and media. Congressional 
representatives, news anchors, philanthropists and business 
executives provided exposure to the wide world of leadership. 

Daily sightseeing tours were arranged for the group to 
share in historical moments that have influenced the history 
of the world in addition to the U.S. This itinerary included the 
White House, Lincoln Memorial, Vietnam Wall, Mount Ver- 
non, Jefferson Monument, Jamestown, Memorials to World 
Wars I and II, Holocaust Museum, the city of Williamsburg, 
Library of Congress Tunnel and Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
(FDR) Memorial. 

“Everyone asks the same question, ‘What was your favor- 
ite thing,’ ” Osceola said. “The answer is quite simple; I liked 
meeting the other students, exchanging our life’s stories and 
learning about their cultural backgrounds.” 

“Standing with the bronze figures in the bread lines at the 
FDR Memorial made me think about our current economic 
condition,” she continued. “It is apparent that everyone must 
do their part to manage our natural resources, agriculture and 
economy, because we are all citizens of the world.” 



Marissa Osceola joins the line of life-sized bronze figures depicting 
the bread lines of the Great Depression at the Franklin Delano Roos- 
evelt Memorial in Washington, D.C. She said it made her think about 
the country’s current economic situation. 
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Tribal Citizens Share Music, Poetry 
at Creative Expressions Event 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — Sponsored by the Ah-Tah-Thi- 
Ki Museum, Creative Expressions offers an opportunity 
for Tribal citizens to share their talents of music, poetry 
and storytelling. 

Already a success at other locations, the program 
made its debut in the Immokalee community on the eve- 
ning of June 16 in the gym. 

As education coordinator for the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum, Diana Stone, encourages all Tribal citizens to 
participate in this experience by either contributing or 
creating an audience. 

Seminole poet Moses “Bigg” Jumper Jr. opened the 
presentation with a brief background of the Creative Ex- 
pressions project. 

“Drawing a favorable response, our first four ses- 
sions took place in Hollywood and Big Cypress,” he 
said. “Native American culture has always been rich 
in art, stories, music, poetry, songs and dance. By this 
method our history has been passed down from genera- 
tion to generation and endured for centuries, despite the 
lack of a written language.” 

Jumper continued: “It is our goal to become a link 
in this historical chain. By sharing our artistic assets, we 
are preserving a part of our culture and enriching it with 
our own contributions. Through our words and talents, 
our great, great grandchildren may someday learn who 
we were and from where they came.” 

Fellow Seminole poet Elgin Jumper also spoke at 
the event. 



Judy Weeks 


The resonant notes of Gordon Oliver Wareham’s flute set the 
mood for the storytellers. 



Judy Weeks 


Elgin Jumper displays the cover for his newly released CD, 
“Words Taking Flight.” 


“I am a member of the Snake Clan and my family 
came from the vicinity of Indiantown,” Jumper said. “I 
was raised on stories of our great warriors and strong 
women who endured many hardships during their quest 
for survival. They inspired me to write about my own 
experiences.” 

He then recited his poem, “Echoes in the Wind.” 
Jumper is also a published author and shared excerpts 
from his Native American chapbook entitled “Night- 
fall.” 

Following his presentation, he told about his life- 
altering experiences and eventual decision to channel 
his energy along creative lines. Exposing himself to a 
broad spectrum of literary geniuses has greatly enriched 
his productivity. 

Drawing attention to his newly released CD, 
“Words Taking Flight,” Jumper discussed its contents 
and then shared his current adventure in the world of 
film productions. 

As he blew into his flute, Gordon Oliver Wareham’s 
deft fingers transformed a hollow wooden rod into a 
vessel of profound music. Playing his haunting notes, 
he set the mood for a round of storytelling. Wareham 
put his own spin on the tales of his ancestors by adding 
special sound effects and animation which brought his 
words to life. 

Immokalee Family Services Dept. Prevention Pro- 
gram Manager Fred Mullins added to the philosophy of 
the presentations by saying, “Artists are prophets of cul- 
ture and they freeze experiences for posterity.” 

Picking up his guitar, Mullins contributed to the 
evening’s entertainment with some of his compositions 
that revolved around spiritual awakening. 


Wildland Division Conducts Prescribed Burns 


BY KEITH YEATES 
Contributing Writer 

LAKELAND, Fla. — The Seminole Fire Rescue 
Wildland Division conducted prescribed bums on the 
Tribe’s Lakeland property June 9-10. 

These prescribed fires are controlled bums, which 
reduce the increased fuel accumulation and the risk of 
a high intensity, uncontrolled wildfire. Less frequent 
prescribed fire on this land increases the chance of wild- 
fires, which can destroy an ecosystem for years. 

There is no history of any fire occurrences on the 
Lakeland property for more than 15 years. The state of 
Florida is a fire dependent ecosystem that depends on 
fire occurrence to rejuvenate its habitats. Prescribed fire 
is the key factor in restoring and maintaining the herba- 
ceous vegetation for suitable habitats and hazards fuel 
reduction. 

The issue is not whether an area will bum, but when 
it is going to bum. When conducting a prescribed bum, 
the vegetation is consumed with a less intense fire. This 
is achieved by back fires which are slow moving fires set 
against the wind. This consumes all the overgrowth and 
dead vegetation that smothers new plant growth. 

The bum allows the forest floor to seed, open back 
up, and new growth to take place. The vegetation grows 
back quickly in Florida due to the long growing seasons 
in this type of climate. The two prescribed bums that 
were conducted on June 9-10, were a great success with 
the amount of hazards fuels that were reduced. 

There are more bums planned for the Lakeland 
property by the Seminole Tribe Fire Rescue Wildland 
Division, with the help of Tampa Liaison Richard Hen- 



Submitted by Keith Yeates 

Lt. Mike Lightsey sets a back fire on the Lakeland property. 


ry’s office, and the Seminole Tribe Environmental Re- 
source Management Dept. 




Dannie Tommie, President/Owner 

Grades 8-12 


www.woodshavenprep.com 


Individual Instructions 
Self Paced 
No Stress 
Transportation 
Dormitories 
Small Class Size 



Career Courses 
Aviation Careers 
College Preparatory Curriculum I 
Full Sports Program 
International Students (1-20) 

10 Acre Campus 


4200 SW 54th Ct. • Hollywood, FL 33317 

(Opposite Lucky Street Casino Parking on 441) 


Enroll Now! 
Open For Tour 
9:00 a.m. -5:00 p.m. 


954 - 583-4802 


Come Visit Us! 

Open House - Party 
Sat. - Sun. 10:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. 



(L-R) Eyanna Billie, Dalton Koenes and Dayra Koenes wash the 
dishes in the campers’ make-shift kitchen. 


(L-R) Rickyjoe Alumbaugh, Trent Mclnturff, Stevie Billie, Ari 
Perlmutter, Savannah Tiger, Dalton Koenes, Dominique Troad- 
ec and Robert North hike up the mountainous trails. 



Tribal Youngsters Take on Snake River 

BY THOMMY DOUD 
Contributing Writer 

HELLS CANYON, Idaho — Several 
Seminole Tribal and community youth from 
the Big Cypress Reservation and other loca- 
tions began their journey west to Hells Can- 
yon, Idaho to participate in the first ever Big 
Cypress Boys & Girls Club Wilderness Ad- 
venture on the Snake River, held June 20-27. 

The first two days of the experience were 
dedicated solely to the travel involved in get- 
ting to such a remote and pristine location as 
the Snake River. 

Upon arrival to the put in at the base 
of the Hells Canyon dam, the youth gazed 
in amazement at the mountains reaching up 
from the river rapids as they listened intently 
to the safety instructions being reviewed by 
Meg, a professional river guide for the outfit- 
ter Hells Canyon Raft, Inc. 

When the instructions were over every- 
one was fitted with a personal floatation de- 
vise and the participants were assigned to 
rafts based on age, experience and maturity 
to ensure their safety. With one simple push 

from the guides, the rafts gently moved from the famil- bonded with the youth. Her willingness to share her feel- 
iar calm of the shoreline to the cold, rushing water and ings and concerns for her people truly set the tone for 
an experience of a lifetime. this experience and had a positive impact on the youth. 

Over the next four days the participants would ex- Also on the trip was Tobey Patrick of the Confeder- 

ated Tribes of the Umatilla Reservation. 
Each morning as the sun rose above the 
mountain tops, Patrick would sing his 
people’s traditional songs that had been 
passed down to him from his ancestors. 
His songs echoed through the canyon as 
the youth listened to the powerful mes- 
sage of the words he shared. 

On the river the youth experienced 
Class I-IV rapids, Class V being the 
largest passable classification. The par- 
ticipants in the paddle boat faced each 
new rapid as a challenge and came to- 
gether as a team often raising their pad- 
dles in victory of their accomplishment. 

The youth also enjoyed fishing, 
kayaking, hiking and kitchen duty. 

On the last night of the trip, three 
teen participants were quickly inducted 
into an elite club known only as the 
Sturgeon Club. 

For close to an hour the three young 
men battled and ultimately landed one 
of nature’s oldest living aquatic spe- 
cies, the prehistoric sturgeon. Catching 
a sturgeon is not a simple task as they 
can often reach lengths upwards of 10 
feet and weigh more than 100 pounds, 
but these three determined young men 
perience many different things, from the beauty of the completed the task giving all of the participants the rare 
protected wilderness to the stories of the indigenous opportunity to see this amazing creature up close and 
people whom once lived and flourished in this area. The personal. 

trip was embedded with Native American culture and After the catch of the protected fish, it was released 

history. and the final night on the river came to end. 

Seminole Tribal citizen Erica Deitz, formerly of The next day the group made its way out of the can- 
the Hollywood Reservation and now residing in Idaho, yon and began their journey back to their loved ones. 



Erica Deitz 


(L-R, Front Row) Trent Mclnturff, Caleb Tiger, John Robbins, Rickyjoe Alum- 
baugh, Dayra Koenes, Savannah Tiger, Suzie Patrick, (L-R, Back Row) Taylor 
Pratt, Dominique Troadec, Ari Perlmutter, Tobey Patrick, Stevie Billie, Wyatt 
Deitz and Jo Jo Johnson. 



Erica Deitz 


(L-R) Ari Perlmutter, Trent Mclnturff, Dalton Koenes, Stevie Billie and 
Dayra Koenes enjoy fishing in the Snake River. 


served as a counselor and cultural instructor and quickly 


Recital for Immokalee Dancers 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

LEHIGH ACRES, Fla. — The auditorium of the 
Lehigh Senior High School was packed by an apprecia- 
tive audience for both presentations of a recital by the 
students of Footnotes Dance and Music Studio on the 
evening of June 20. 

More than 75 students participated in both perfor- 
mances which included chorus lines, solos, duets, ballet 
and choreographed dance routines. 

Opening the show, the LA Stars Competition Team 
performed “When I Grow Up,” which set the mood for 
the show which included 35 songs. 

Participating in the program were four young mem- 
bers of the Immokalee community, Larissa DeLaRosa, 
Chelsey Ford, Jillian Rodriguez and Ava Nunez. The 
first three girls have been attending dance classes for 
more than three years, with Nunez joining the group 
during this past season. 

Wearing a vast array of fabulous costumes, the 
dancers brought their songs to life on the stage. 

Specializing in hip-hop and choreographed dance 
routines, DeLaRosa performed in “Sticking with You,” 
“Tricky” and “How Gee.” 



Rhonda Nunez 


(L-R) Chelsey Ford and Jillian Rodriguez perform a dance rou- 
tine during their yearend recital. 



It may be little Ava Nunez’s first year, but she already dances 
like a professional. 


Nunez made her stage debut in “Bom to be Wild” 
and “Never Saw Blue.” Showing no fear, she walked out 
onto the platform with confidence and danced her heart 
out wearing a big smile. 

Ford and Rodriguez share a love for chorus line 
and ballet. Whether they are wearing the green night- 
club attire of 1920s flapper girls or pink organza bal- 
let costumes, they draw a stunning reaction from their 
audiences. 

Following the evening’s entertainment, the entire 
dance company did a curtain call and received a stand- 
ing ovation for their performance. 
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Judy Weeks 

Jonah Cypress relaxes during a water break before entering 
the woods. 


reservation, crossing the old Robert’s Ranch pastures, 
and then followed the canal for several miles through 
Miccosukee lands. 

By the end of the day the riders had come full circle 
and covered an area of approximately 30 miles. 

A severe thunderstorm the night before had been 
accompanied by lightning and evidence of its passing 
showed in the spiral strike marks left on two giant pine 
trees. Deer were spotted feeding in a clearing and an 
abundance of birds of all kinds and sizes lined the bush- 
es and trees beside the trail. An alligator floated lazily in 
the water and turtle rested along the banks. 

Reaching their final destination, the group arrived 
to find that the support team had prepared the picnic area 
with canopies, tables, cold drinks and an outdoor buffet. 

While enjoying a leisurely meal, the seniors remi- 
nisced about growing up in remote camp sites similar 
to this one and the memories invoked by the sounds of 
the birds and insects that surrounded them. Some would 
like to journey to the woods more often, but realized 
the dangers they might encounter, if they were traveling 
alone. 

Members of the Fire Rescue Dept, quickly respond- 
ed with words of caution, informing the seniors to be 
aware of accidents, illnesses and becoming disoriented 
in unfamiliar surroundings. One of the riders normally 
requires the use of a walker for stability and was very 
grateful for the freedom she derived by joining the 
group outing. 


Seniors Embark on ATV Excursion 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 


THE POLICE 

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS 

EX) YOU? 

Call Me For A FREE Consultation 


RICHARD CASTILLO 

954 . 522.3500 


Since 1 990 1 have protected rights like yours. 
My office defends dui's, drug offenses, 
suspended license, domestic violence, and 
all felonies and misdemeanors. 

24 HOURS A DAY 

The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not 
be based solely upon advertisement Castillo worked as a Public 
Defender in Broward County from 1990-1996 and has been in 
private practice for nine years. In 1995 he was voted the Trial 
Attorney of the year. He graduated from Capital University in 
1989 and was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1990, Federal Bar in 
1992, and the Federal Trial Bar in 1994. 


Creative Expressions Returns to Big Cypress 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 




Judy Weeks 

The Big Cypress seniors form a caravan on West Boundary Road. Several elders participated in the ATV trail ride on June. 17. 


h Cypress plays contemporary gospel favorites on his acoustic guitar. He was one of several performers at the fourth 
lal Jr. Buster-Jimmie Robert Memorial Music Jamboree. 


Jr. Busier, Jimmie Robert 
Memorialized at Jamboree 


BIG CYPRESS — Senior Center Site Manager 
Cecilia Guzman of Big Cypress organized an All Ter- 
rain Vehicle (ATV) trail ride to the woods and picnic 
lunch for the seniors on June 17. 

By 8 a.m. the seniors had gathered at the center and 
consumed a hearty breakfast prior to putting on their 
helmets in anticipation of a day in the great outdoors. 

For those who lacked the proper equipment, the 
use of ATVs and helmets had been donated by Moses 
“Bigg” Jumper Jr., Kevin Osceola, the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum, Billie Swamp Safari and Big Cypress Recre- 
ation Dept. 

Seminole Fire Rescue, Community Care for the El- 
derly (CCE) and the Seminole Police Dept. (SPD) pro- 
vided backup assistance for the Senior Center staff. 

“You’ve all come here to have a good time and our 
primary goal is to insure that takes place in a safe, com- 
fortable atmosphere,” SPD Officer Jeffery Akin said. 
“Our journey will begin by traveling the West Bound- 
ary Road to the Motocross Track, where we will take 
a brief rest break. Then we will proceed past the last 
canal bridge before jumping off into the woods to the 
northwest.” 

A caravan formed and following his directions, it 
wasn’t long before the real adventure began. Passing the 
weir, the trail dropped off into the woods, leaving the 


Judy Weeks 

Virginia Tommie gets in line as the seniors depart for the 
woodland trail. 


Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Jorge Fuentes accompanies Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Education Co- 
ordinator Diana Stone as she sings a classic ballad. 

mediately Creative Expressions came to life. 

Gordon Oliver Wareham shared the humorous ad- 
ventures of learning to play his flute and then serenaded 
the audience. His animated storytelling captured the at- 
tention of the group and led to a round of questions. 

Elgin Jumper recited some of his poetic composi- 
tions and read brief excerpts from a few of his favorite 
authors, which gave insight to his inspiration. Relating 
his feelings upon visiting the fort at St. Augustine, he 
talked about Seminole patriots and the role everyone 
plays in creating history and then preserving it. 

Education Coordinator for the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Mu- 
seum Diana Stone gave depth and meaning to The Ea- 
gles’ song “Desperado” when she sang it acapella. Jorge 
Fuentes picked up his guitar and joined her in a duet. 

Jacob Osceola said, “I had to travel into the recess- 
es of my mind to recall this simple expression of my 
past and I think that it’s appropriate for this evening.” 

He then recited his poems “Rain Drops” and 
“Skull.” 

Jorge Fuentes returned to do a Bob Segar medley, 
prior to a final performance by Gordon Oliver Wareham 
on his flute accompanying a poetic reading by Elgin 
Jumper. 

The younger crowd showed silent respect for the 
performers who exposed them to the subtle aspects of 
culture and literature. 


BY ELIZABETH LEI BA 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Paul “Cowbone” Buster said 
he can still remember his father, Jr., riding around the 
Big Cypress community playing his guitar on horse- 
back. 

“I think he got his influence from Gene Autry,” 
Buster remembered. “He had to play an acoustic guitar 
because there was no electricity.” 

Buster’s father and his father’s cousin, Jimmie, 
started playing music in the 1950s and 1960s, long be- 
fore radios and television were readily available on the 
reservation. 

“They used to play under the tree,” Buster said. 

Buster coordinated the fourth Annual Jr. Buster- 
Jimmie Robert Memorial Music Jamboree to celebrate 
his father and uncle’s musical legacy at the Herman L. 
Osceola Gym on June 27. 

The concert began with contemporary gospel music 
from Jonah Cypress on his acoustic guitar. R.C. North 
was next up, performing two sets from his original mu- 
sical compositions as well as some country music favor- 
ites like Merle Haggard. 

He was followed by the Cowbone Jr. Band with 
Paul Buster’s son, “Chunky,” on guitar, along with Mark 
Thompson on drums and Mike Perryman on the bass. 

Seminole Star Search 2009 winner Hank Nelson Jr. 
and the Shadow Creek Band performed next, playing 


BIG CYPRESS — The sound of a guitar being 
softly strummed and the harmonious blend of voices 
raised in song beckoned to residents of the Big Cypress 
Reservation on June 30 as they passed by Osceola’s Piz- 
za and Games. Creative Expressions was inviting them 
to participate in an evening of artistic enrichment. 

Scheduled to begin at 7 p.m., a heavy rain caused a 
slow beginning to the festivities, but did not dampen the 
spirits of the participants. Elgin Jumper made opening 
remarks and then suggested that the program proceed 
with spontaneous presentations. 

At about 8 p.m. the door opened and a steady flow 
of patrons slowly began to fill the room, transforming it 
into a coffee shop atmosphere. Youngsters coming from 
basketball and karate classes quietly joined adults who 
were listening intently to the performers. 

Tribal citizen Joe Frank apologized for arriving so 

late. 

“I started looking forward to this when I saw your 
flyer and I hope I didn’t miss everything,” Frank said. 
“The rain and the kids’ extra curricular activities got in 
the way for some of us.” 

The consensus of the room was unanimous and im- 


Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Gordon Oliver Wareham provides soft background mu- 
sic with his flute as Elgin Jumper recites a poem from his 
chapbook. 


contemporary country music by the likes of Hank Wil- 
liams Jr. 

The Rambler Band closed out the show with some 
original Southern rock tunes. 

“We had a good program,” Paul Buster said. “We’re 
remembering them for being the [Seminole] pioneers in 
music.” 


Paul Buster 

“Chunky” Buster plays guitar with his Cowbone Jr. Band dur- 
ing the fourth annual Jr. Buster-Jimmie Robert Memorial Jam- 
boree held on June 27. 
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City, Reservation Receive Free Wi-Fi 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Citizens and invited guests 
got some good news July 1 as part of a new technology 
project launch announced during a ceremony held in the 
downtown Hollywood Arts Park. 

Local government officials from the city made the 
announcement that Hollywood residents would receive 
free Wi-Fi, or wireless Internet services, beginning in 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Hollywood Mayor Peter J. M. Bober (C), alongside Hollywood 
city officials, cuts the wire in celebration of the new wireless 
Internet services established throughout the city. 


October. 

This includes those Tribal citizens living in Holly- 
wood or on the Hollywood Reservation. 

“Today marks the beginning of one of the greatest 
innovations in our city’s history,” said Mayor Peter J. M. 
Bober, a lifelong Hollywood resident. 

According to officials, the move will enable the city 
to enhance the efficiency of local government, provide 
the highest in municipal services to residents and con- 
tinue attracting world-class technology and business en- 
terprises to the South Florida area. 

“We believe that as this goes citywide it will attract 
more new businesses,” Public Affairs and Marketing 
Director Raelin Storey explained. “This will now be a 
true selling point for our city.” 

Tribal citizens living on or near the Hollywood Res- 
ervation will also directly benefit from these services. 

“I think it is going to be great,” Ronald Drake, a 
Hollywood Tribal citizen, said. “[It will] save a lot of 
money and time.” 

Drake said he uses the Internet close to 20 times 
per day. 

“I think it is going to be good because I can now 
bring my computer anywhere for business when I check 
my e-mails,” said Tribal citizen Kelli Tigertail. 

The Hollywood City Commission approved the 
nearly $14 million project in January. The move will 
also save the city more then $23 million during a 15 year 
period in operational costs and energy usage savings. 

The Wi-Fi services will also provide other benefits 
and conveniences, in addition to residents no longer 
having to pay an Internet provider for service. The free 
Wi-Fi service will also improve public safety communi- 
cations, allowing law enforcement agencies to operate 
more effectively and allow them to download important 
information quicker. 

The city’s water meter reading process will become 
fully automated as well. Automated meter reading will 
ensure that all utility customers obtain accurate, timely 
bills and offer leak detection capabilities. Residents will 
soon receive notices when installation crews are sched- 
uled to begin work. They are expected to complete the 
process within the next eight months. 


Native American Travel Opens for Business 



BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Tribal citizens, em- 
ployees and guests learned about another of the 
Tribe’s newest business ventures July 2 at the 
Tribal Headquarters Auditorium. 

Native American Travel is the new, fully 
accredited travel agency offering assistance for 
traveling needs. 

In another first among Native Americans, 
the Tribally-owned company becomes the first 
agency created for such a purpose. It was an un- 
dertaking three years in the making. 

“This is all about seeing a need and fill- 
ing it,” Fort Pierce Liaison S.R. Tommie said. 

“We now have the opportunity to make our own 
rules and chart our own ways. 

“This will enable us to be flexible where 
need be,” she added. “The level of customer 
service has also been amazing and is much ap- 
preciated.” 

The agency officially made its debut on 
June 1. According to its mission statement, its 
goal will be to provide the highest level of pro- 
fessional and personalized travel services for 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida and all of its cli- 
entele. 

“We want to make sure each traveler gets 
the accommodations that they need,” Native 
American Travel Manager Sharon Calderon ex- 
plained. “The Tribe has grown and our needs 
have changed. We needed this type of service to 
fill those needs.” 

“We are willing to work for the client on 
both a business and personal level,” she added. 

Tribal Director of Finance Suresh Geer 
agreed that the agency will be in a unique posi- 
tion to offer specialized services. 

“It made all the sense in the world from a 
business and monetary standpoint,” Geer pointed out. 
“We want to be very careful with this, however. The 
goal is to provide a high level of service to all Tribal af- 
filiates and allow them to take advantage with us.” 

Seven agents will be available through the agency 
to specialize in different areas of domestic, international 
and cruise destinations. Other services will include ho- 
tels, cars, airlines and tour reservations. Cash or credit 
card payments are also accepted and bookings can be 
made at anytime. Agents advise that the earlier the 
booking, the better. 

“We want to make this program a very user friendly 
arrangement,” Calderon said. 

She also gave a special thanks to members of the 
Tribe’s Information Technology Dept., the Legal Dept., 
Human Resources Dept., Buildings and Grounds and 


Education Dept, among others for their assistance and 
support in developing the agency. 

Vendors were also on hand from Continental Air- 
lines, Carnival Cruise Lines, the Fort Lauderdale Shera- 
ton Hotel and the Dania Beach and Tampa Hilton Hotels 
to answer questions and to show their support. 

Calderon said there are also future plans for the 
continued growth of the company, including the pos- 
sibility of business from corporate executives at Hard 
Rock International. There will be a corporate travel 
website set to be unveiled this fall, a survey program to 
gather information on customer feedback and a request 
process established for travel upgrades. 

Normal hours of operation are Monday-Friday, 8 
a.m.-5 p.m., however, there will be after hours opera- 
tions. For more information on the new agency please 
call (954) 967-3614. 
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Judy Jones (Second from Left) surrounded by family members at her retirement party held at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino June 19. Jones retired after more than 25 years of service working for the Seminole Smoke Shop Management Dept. 


Retirement Party Held for Smoke 
Shop Management Dept. Employee 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 


al Seminole attire, it is a passion she has been involved 
with her entire life. She said she began early while in 
school through the local 4-H program. 

HOLLYWOOD — Tribal citizen Judy Jones re- “She has been a hard worker her whole life and 
tired in style June 19 at a party held at the Seminole gave us 26 years of service and we appreciate every day 
Hard Rock. of that for the Tribe,” said former schoolmate and Bo 

With a packed house of co-workers, friends and ard of Directors President Richard Bowers Jr. “We will 
family including several members of Tribal Council and miss her.” 

Board of Directors present, this mother of one said her Jones worked out of the Tribe’s Smoke Shop 


goodbyes. 

Tribal Council and Board of 
Directors representatives reflected 
about Jones, many also presenting 
her with gifts showing their appre- 
ciation for her hard work and ser- 
vice throughout the years. 

The honor caps off a career 
spanning a little more than a quar- 
ter of a century with the Tribe. She 
said thoughts toward retirement 
came during the holidays last De- 
cember. 

“Thank you to everyone and 
God bless you for supporting me,” 
said an emotional Jones. 

She also received a stand- 
ing ovation from everyone in at- 
tendance, including her younger 
brother, Johnnie Sr., the Brighton 
Board of Directors representative. 

“She has done everything,” 
Rep. Jones said. “What else is 
there left for her to achieve?” 

However, his sister said she 
does have plans for her retirement 
which include spending more time 



Chris C. Jenkins 


(L-R) Former co-workers Kathy Gutierrez 
and Smoke Shop Management General 
Manager Elsie J. Bowers say goodbye to Judy 
Jones at her retirement party June 19. 


Management Dept, holding sev- 
eral roles throughout the years as 
a trainer, cashier and manager. She 
has been the administrative assis- 
tant to Smoke Shop Management 
General Manager Elsie J. Bowers 
for the last 12 years. 

“What I enjoyed the most was 
the smoke shop customers who 
came through,” expressed Jones. 

A tearful and moved Bowers 
expressed to Jones she will always 
be grateful for her. 

“I want to thank you and wish 
you all the best,” Bowers said. “I 
could always count on you. You 
will be greatly missed.” 

Before joining the Tribe, 
Jones had a stint of work with the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs as a pur- 
chasing agent and also worked in 
the Credit and Finance Dept, and 
did contract work. 

Her steadfast approach defines 
her character and direction in life. 

“She never stops working,” 
said friend and former co-worker 


with her mother, Shule, and dedicating herself to finish- Sandy Seiner. “The more you know about her the more 
ing school in fashion design at the Art Institute of Fort you admire her stamina and energy.” 

Lauderdale. Dedication has always been a part of Jones’ person- 

Jones has been a part time seamstress and cloth- ality at work and with her family, including her other 
ing designer for years, but said she only began formal six siblings. 

schooling last summer. She now has plans to go full “She was always there for us growing up and was 
time and graduate in December 2010. like a second mother to us,” Rep. Jones acknowledged. 

As a maker of shirts, patchwork and other tradition- “One of the reasons I made it is because of her.” 


Everett Osceola Gives Seminole 
History Presentation 


National Hurricane Center 

BY SHELLEY MARMOR 
Staff Reporter 

DEERFIELD BEACH, Fla. — Tribal citizen Ev- 
erett Osceola gave a special presentation during a press 
conference held at the Disaster Survival House on July 
9. 

During his presentation, Osceola, who does com- 
munity outreach for the Museum Dept., explained how 
Seminoles in years past have prepared for and survived 
during Florida’s hurricanes. 

The speech came as past of the fourth annual media 
day event, held each year at the Disaster Survival House, 
to educate the media on how to effectively distribute in- 
formation to the public about hurricane preparedness. 

The 3,300-square-foot Disaster Survival House 
was built in 1998 by State Farm Insurance and Seawood 
Builders of Deerfield Beach, Fla. The three-bedroom 
home was designed to withstand the impact of a Catego- 
ry 5 hurricane with its more than 100 hurricane-specific 
construction techniques and design features. 

In his speech Osceola recounted how previous gen- 
erations of Seminoles would look to “nature’s alarm” for 
early hurricane warnings. He said elders have told him 
about how they would know a hurricane was coming 
if they found an abundance of large snails on a certain 
medicinal plant or if they saw the fooshwa, the Creek 
word for the “hurricane bird,” flying in circles in the air. 

He also remembered how he and his late mother, 
Maryjane, walked supplies from their home in Holly- 
wood to members of the Miccosukee Tribe after Hur- 
ricane Andrew devastated their southwest Florida reser- 
vation on Aug. 24, 1992. 

Osceola said he was shocked when his mother sug- 
gested walking the items the about 75 miles. But ex- 
plained that since there was so much devastation in and 
near the reservation, law enforcement officials would 
not allow cars to drive in the area, and they had no other 
choice. He said they did make the long trek and brought 
water and non-perishable food items to distressed Mic- 
cosukee Tribal citizens. 

“We went back to the way it was 100 years ago,” 
Osceola said about walking the long distance. 

In addition to Osceola, National Hurricane Center 
Director Bill Read also spoke at the press conference. 

Read reminded those in attendance that although 
the 2009 hurricane season has been quiet thus far, the 
2005 season also started out this way. However, he said, 
several hurricanes ended up making landfall towards the 
end of the season. 

He said since this is an El Nino year, a weather phe- 


Director Bill Read at Event 
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Tribal citizen Everett Osceola speaks about how previous gen- 
erations of Seminoles prepared for and made it through hur- 
ricanes at the press conference on July 9. 


nomenon believed to be linked to hurricanes’ strength 
and frequency, anything can happen at any point in the 
season. Atlantic Ocean Hurricane season runs from June 
1-Nov. 30. 

During his speech, Read also commended the staff 
and volunteers of the Disaster Survival House for the 
work they do in distributing information to the public 
about how to best protect themselves and their property 
during a hurricane. He said he often recommends people 
to visit the house before beginning a construction proj- 
ect. 

In fact, the Disaster Survival House is primarily 
used today as an education center, not only for prospec- 
tive builders, but also for school-aged students on field 
trips. 

While at the house the students can hear the sounds 
of a hurricane and feel a fan simulating the winds in 
condition-regulated rooms. Adults wanting to tour the 
facilities can browse through showrooms to find out 
what roofing and shutters will suit their needs and offer 
the best hurricane protection. 

The Disaster Survival House, located at 1345 FAU 
Research Park Blvd. in Deerfield Beach, is open for 
public tours Monday-Friday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Admission 
is free but donations are encouraged. 

For more information on the house please call (954) 
426-6887 or visit www.hurricanewaming.org. 
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Summer Work Teaches Valuable Skills 


BY ELIZABETH LEIBA 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — For youngsters, summertime 
calls up visions of everything from lazy days at the 
beach to an extended vacation from school and home- 
work. But this summer, more than 40 Seminole youth 
are participating in the Summer Work Experience Pro- 
gram to leam about Tribal departments and develop job 
skills for their futures. 

The program, established more than 20 years ago, 
provides an exposure to departments within the Tribe, as 
well as outside organizations. Participants have worked 
everywhere from a karate school to a cemetery. 

But for program coordinators, the lessons learned 
on the job are even more important than the location. 

Education Administrative Assistant Michelle 


Woods emphasized that the customer service skills par- 
ticipants gain are invaluable. 

“They’re constantly in contact with the Tribal pop- 
ulation, so they are learning how to be professional as 
well,” she explained. 

The Adult Vocational Program Office places youth 
workers on all of the reservations. Each department is 
encouraged to bring a worker on staff and this year saw 
the largest number of youth in the program. The goal is 
for a summer worker to eventually be placed for em- 
ployment within the Tribe. 

“The Summer Work Experience Program is a great 
way to network [and] get your foot in the door,” Woods 
said. 

Some participants, such as Jarrid Smith, have done 
just that. Smith, a Florida Atlantic University graduate 
and three year alum of the program, went on to secure a 
position as the assistant to the Tribe’s Chief Op- 
erations Officer Elrod Bowers. He credits the 
program for helping him become familiar with 
the organizational structure of the Tribe. 

“I became familiar with the employees, 
many of whom are still working for the Tribe,” 
Smith explained. “Overall, the program served 
to give me a gauge with which I used to identify 
the areas which most interested me.” 

Kelli Tigertail is enjoying her first year in 
the program and hopes to participate again next 
year. The 21 -year-old is in her junior year, ma- 
joring in elementary education at the University 
of Miami. Her ultimate career goal is to become 
the director of the Tribe’s Education Dept. 

“I’ve learned a lot,” Tigertail said. “I’ve 
got an appreciation for the programs and really 
what they do.” 

Woods believes the program is vital for ca- 
reer success. 

“I would encourage them to get involved 
because... you take away so much from the 
program,” Woods said. “It sets you up for your 
future.” 
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Kelli Tigertail, 21, a participant in the Summer Work Experience Pro- 
gram, is working in the Education Dept, to learn more about a career 
in education. She said she wants to one day become the director of the 
Tribe’s Education Dept. 



Members of the Seminole Fire Rescue Dept, with honorary firefighter Justin Weiss (C) and family and friends. 


Tribal Fire Rescue Team Gives Hope to Youth 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Seminole Fire Rescue 
Dept, made a lifelong impression on one of its biggest 
fans June 20 at the Seminole Hollywood Fire Station. 

In an act of teamwork, heroism, dedication and 
public service, its members gave the Weiss family of 
Coral Springs the gift of hope and perseverance. 

Justin Weiss, 9, was the main guest of honor at the 
facility. He was made an honorary firefighter, receiving 
a badge and fire hat from the crew. 

Justin’s father, Dr. Jeffrey N. Weiss, said although 
Justin has been a quadriplegic for the past seven years, 
the spirited youth has shown an interest in firefighting. 

With the help of Dr. Gerald Gluck, Justin’s doc- 
tor and therapist, as well as the assistance of son and 
Seminole Fire Rescue Dept. Lieutenant Jonathan Gluck, 
and Seminole Emergency Medical Services Chief Brian 
Brown, a day the Weiss family will never forget became 
a reality. 

“He is truly inspiring,” Lt. Gluck said. “Being in 
emergency medicine we come into people’s lives at the 
worst moments, but here was a child, my co-workers 
[from the Coral Springs Fire-Rescue] resuscitated. 
When I saw him working with my father [Dr. Gluck] I 
was just taken back.” 

“Several times on the visit he was able to smile 
throughout and that was truly amazing,” Lt. Gluck con- 
tinued. 

Through the work of Dr. Gluck using a therapy 
method called neurofeedback, Justin was exposed to a 
series of pictures. His marked brainwave and oxygen 
response to firefighter related items sparked an idea for 
the visit, Dr. Gluck explained. 

“For him to see other men around with all this neat 
equipment, it was nice. Even I was excited,” Dr. Weiss 
expressed. “[Firefighting] is a nice, noble profession. 



Brian Brown 


(L-R) Seminole Fire Rescue Dept. Lieutenant Jonathan Gluck, 
Dr. Jeffrey Weiss, and son, Justin, show off a custom framed 
certification making the young Weiss an honorary firefighter 
with the Seminole Tribe. 


These guys put their lives on the line everyday and he 
wants to help people himself someday.” 

“The visit was incredible. What [the crew] did for 
my little guy, we will never forget,” Weiss added. 

“[Justin’s] motivation is very important,” Dr. Gluck 
pointed out. “This is often times a long, tedious, bor- 
ing process. I realized that this was very motivating for 
him.” 

The doctor said neurofeedback and its techniques 
enable a person to alter their brainwaves and are used 
for many conditions and disabilities such as Justin’s, in 
which the brain is not working as it normally would. 

Neurofeedback also helps control mood disorders 
like anxiety and depression, or problems with the cen- 
tral nervous system like conduct disorder, temper tan- 
trums, certain learning disabilities, sleep disorders, epi- 
lepsy, cognitive dysfunction from head traumas, strokes, 
or aging. 

Dr. Gluck said each day since the Fire Rescue Dept, 
visit he has used it as a motivator for Justin in his recur- 
ring five day a week therapy sessions. 

The story of Justin Weiss and his road to recovery, 
however, began on Memorial Day in 2002. At the time, 
the then normal 22 -month-old quietly fell into his par- 
ents’ home swimming pool. 

After nearly drowning, but being revived by Coral 
Springs paramedics, Justin suffered severe and traumat- 
ic brain injuries. 

Dr. Weiss sought out the services of Dr. Gluck in 
March of this year based on his practice of neurofeed- 
back. Justin’s progress remains steady according to Dr. 
Gluck, and will continue until he plateaus. 

Justin currently has some limited speech and limb 
movement. His main source of communication is blink- 
ing his eyes. 

“With a combination of therapies I hope someday 
Justin can speak and talk,” Dr. Gluck said. “We are 
moving in that direction.” 

According to Justin’s own official website, justin- 
sclub.com, drowning is the second leading cause of in- 
jury and death of infants and children younger than age 
15 in the U.S. Florida death rates lead the nation in the 
0-4 year age category. 

Available on Justin’s website, Dr. Weiss invented 
a preventative wrist watch called Aqua Alert. The one- 
size-fits-all electronic gadget device emits a loud sound 
when submerged into any body of water. The water 
completes a circuit in the wristband of the watch and 
triggers an alarm that sounds similar to the piercing 
sound of a smoke detector. Designed to fit toddlers to 
teens, the band has a locking attachment and fits snuggly 
on the child’s wrist. 

Aqua Alert is available commercially at amazon, 
com and a portion of the royalties will be donated to 
Justin’s Club. 

“I hope this product can also be of use to the Tribe 
and its members as well,” Weiss said. 

Justin’s Club is a nonprofit corporation established 
to help prevent childhood drowning and near-drown- 
ing incidents, providing treatment for children whose 
families cannot afford treatment costs, and for research 
through nonprofit fundraising. 



Seminole Fire Rescue Dept. 
Holds Graduation Ceremony 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Sixteen graduates joined the 
ranks of the Seminole Fire Rescue staff after their grad- 
uation ceremony held June 26 in the Tribal Headquar- 
ters Auditorium. 

The department’s new members recently completed 
an intensive six-week training process at the Broward 
County Fire Academy. 

“It has been a long and very tough process,” said 
graduate Michael Mohorek, 27. “It was all different but 
well worth it.” 

Chief Public Safety Officer Jerry Wheeler also at- 
tended the graduation ceremony. He commended the 
grads and also their families for being supportive. 

“Your family members are now a part of a new fam- 
ily and one of the most unique family businesses they 
will ever come across,” Wheeler said. “There is no bet- 
ter place to be whether it is your first or of many you 
have had over the years.” 

Board of Directors President Richard Bowers Jr. 
and Big Cypress Board Rep. Paul Bowers Sr. were also 
present for the ceremony. Both showed their support 
and congratulations. 

“Thank you for serving our people and those in the 
community as well,” President Bowers said to the grad- 
uates. “I can understand what you are going through [as 
a former trainee] and I hope all the best for you.” 

As a former Tribal Wildlands Dept, worker, Mo- 
horek said he enjoyed being exposed to the different 
personalities throughout his training. 

“I have enjoyed the different aspects of the train- 
ing and seeing and hearing different views,” Mohorek 


explained, “ft is all going to be a good process for all 
of us.” 

Graduate Lisa Kinchen of Lake Placid, Fla. said the 
experience has been about fulfilling a dream she has had 
her entire life. She finished the training as the only fe- 
male graduate in the class. 

“In the guy’s eyes, I am a firefighter,” Kinchen ex- 
pressed. “Even though I am a girl, I was still one of their 
brothers. A few of the guys even called me mom and 
looked up to me.” 

In spite of some height issues along the way, the 
firefighter and emergency medical technician has per- 
severed. The 5 ’2” former law enforcement officer, vol- 
unteer firefighter and mother has also received a lot of 
encouragement and support. 

“It all boils down to everyone just knowing you can 
do the job,” Kinchen said. 

Mohorek, Kinchen and their classmates will be 
assigned to specific reservations for a five week pe- 
riod then be assigned to rotating schedules every four 
months at a different reservation. 

The other new members of the Seminole Fire Res- 
cue Dept, include: Sergio Acosta, firefighter and medic, 
Anthony Berger, firefighter and medic, Steven Eller, 
firefighter and medic, Alexander Fernandez, firefight- 
er and medic, David Harshfield firefighter and medic, 
Francis Hogan, firefighter and emergency medical tech- 
nician, James Kelley, firefighter and medic, Brian Len- 
hart, firefighter and medic, Donnie Murray, firefighter 
and medic, Michael Ondo, firefighter and medic, Miguel 
Perez, firefighter and medic, Kevin Pinkerton, firefight- 
er and medic, Juan Salazar, firefighter and medic, and 
Richard Vann, firefighter and medic. 
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Communities Enjoy Annual Youth Conference 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

ORLANDO — For the ninth year running, Tribal 
citizens young and old gathered for the annual Holly- 
wood/Fort Pierce/Non-Resident Youth Conference, held 
July 6-11. 

The Walt Disney World Contemporary Resort host- 
ed the event which addressed several issues throughout 
the week including culture and language preservation, 
education, health and finance. 

“The main things I wanted [the youth] to focus on 
were prevention, taking care of their bodies and money 
management; we want to teach them at an early age to 
invest also,” said Hollywood Boys & Girls Club Lan- 
guage Coordinator and conference organizer Jo Motlow 
North. “Mainly we just want to educate, educate, edu- 
cate.” 

North said with enrollment numbers at more than 
450 this year - 130 more attendees than last year - the 
youth conference saw the largest turnout in its history. 

“Make the most of opportunities given to you and 
it will reward you in the end,” said keynote speaker and 
Hollywood Board of Directors Rep. Marcellus Osceola 
Jr. to the families and guests in attendance. “The time 
you all spend this week will make memories you will 
never forget.” 

“Prosperity Through Perseverance” was the theme 
of the conference, which focused on consideration, 
kindness and respect. To reinforce this point, the “ran- 
dom acts of kindness” concept, as in years past, once 
again allowed youth the chance to earn paper money, or 
Tribal dollars, for completing simple acts of kindness 
toward others. 

For every act and completed class the youth would 
earn a dollar. The money could then be spent every eve- 
ning at a fully supplied canteen store stockpiled with 
games, movies, toys and other popular items including a 
$50 Walt Disney World gift card to be spent at a Disney 
store. 

Youth Conference committee members said the 
goal of the arrangement has remained each year to 
demonstrate the importance of saving, investing and re- 
deeming the funds for a greater value. 

Tribal youth Hunter O’Donnell, 7, said he enjoyed 
many things about the conference. He has attended with 
his family for several years. 

“I liked carving with the soap and making spears 
and tomahawks,” O’Donnell said. “I also liked buying 
the dinosaur toys and playing in the arcade.” 

Fort Pierce Chupco Youth Ranch Director and con- 
ference instructor Shamy Tommie was among many 
available throughout the week teaching culture and lan- 
guage to the youth. 

As an instructor in the traditional Tribal custom of 
carving for the last four years, Tommie began at the age 
of 17 making weapons and animals. His grandfather, 
Jack, passed down the tradition to him. Tommie stressed 
that age, patience and concentration are very important 
in learning and perfecting such an art. 
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Mariah Bowers shows off the pillow she sewed in class. 


“Getting to them at the right age is key because they 
will listen to you,” Tommie said of the Tribal youth. “If 
you do not have the patience you are never going to get 
it right.” 

Second year conference attendee Tomi Motlow 
brought her two children to the conference including 
Baylee, 11. She said the experience taught her a lot 
about what youth face today on and off the reservations. 

“Before, I never thought about my children getting 
into the things that they have to face now,” Motlow ad- 
mitted. “I like for [Baylee] to hear and know about the 
consequences of doing wrong out there. I am also hying 
to shield her from that kind of life though.” 

International Native American artist Sam English 
of the Turtle Mountain/Red Lake Chippewa Tribe also 
made his first appearance at the conference as a guest 
and instructor. 

“Anything that has to do with the arts and inspires 
is important for [Natives],” English said. “Our young 
people are looking for a way. There are a lot of negative 
things going on in Native Country.” 

“You need to learn to love, forgive and respect each 
other,” English expressed to the youth. 

The Seminole Police Dept, also offered their usual 
insight on community issues such as peer pressure and 
Internet safety. 

Seminole Police Department Training Coordina- 
tor Richard Smith and Police Chief William Latchford 
spoke candidly to both parents and youth on a host of 
topics affecting all Tribal communities in- 
cluding online predators, truancy, password 
and identity safety, parental responsibility 
and accountability. 

“The Internet is a great, great thing, but 
it can also be very, very dangerous,” Smith 
pointed out to the 8-11 year olds. “There are 
some tremendously good amounts of people 
in the world but there are also some bad ones 
too.” 

Latchford advised the parents to take an 
active role in their child’s safety, as well as 
the safety of the community they live in. 

“I encourage you to take positive peer 
pressure and influence and change your 
communities,” he said. 

Allied Health Program Manager Su- 
zanne Davis agreed, stressing the impor- 
tance of parents. 

“Remember you are the most important 
teacher your kids will ever have,” Davis 
said. “I want to help these youth form their 
values for the future.” 

The week ended with the youth and 
families enjoying the Walt Disney World fa- 
cilities and water parks. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


(L-R) Tribal citizen Diane Snow teaches Katrina Bowers about traditional 
patchwork design in culture class. 


Council Rep. Addresses Tampa Community 


BY RYAN WATSON 
Staff Reporter 

TAMPA — Brighton/Tampa Tribal 
Council Representative Andrew Bowers Jr. 
formally addressed the Tampa community on 
July 14 at Floyd’s restaurant inside the Semi- 
nole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino in Tampa. 

“I would like to thank all of you who 
voted for me and I look forward to serving 
this community for the next two years.” Rep. 
Bowers said. 

He also attended the Tampa Field Office 
staff meeting earlier in the day where he in- 
formed the staff that he had no intention of 
getting involved in the daily operations, as 
long as things continued to run smoothly. 

“You all are experts at your jobs,” Rep. 
Bowers said. “I’ll let you be the experts and 
I’ll step in only when it’s necessary.” 



Photo Credit 

(L-R) Brighton/Tampa Council Representative Andrew Bowers Jr. talks 
with Tampa Liaison Richard Henry at Floyd’s in the Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino on July 14. 
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Seminole 4-H’ers Recognized at 2009 Banquet 


Demi Garza is Steer Grand Champion, Cartaya Billie is Swine Grand Champion 





BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 


LeBeaux (Cheyenne 
River Sioux) has had her 
position since it was es- 


CLEWISTON, Fla — An awards banquet tablished in 2004 by the 
took place on the evening of June 23 at the John U.S. Department of Ag- 
Boy Auditorium for the 23rd annual Seminole riculture. 

Indian 4-H Show and Sale which concluded the " 

2008-2009 season. 

Jaryaca Baker opened the ceremony with the 2009 NWIA Youth 
the 4-H Pledge, followed by the reciting of the Essay winner Rayel 
Seminole and U.S. pledges by the 4-H partici- Brown, 
pants. Brighton Miss Seminole Princess Aiyana “I am an Assini- 
Tommie talked about the importance of 4-H and boine/Sioux from the Ft. 
offered congratulations to everyone who took part Belknap Reservation in 
in the program. President Richard Bowers Jr. also Montana and enjoy var- 
spoke. sity sports and horses,” 

“The 4-H organization has been around for Brown said. “Raised 

more than 100 years and it has always been a part by traditional parents, I 

of my life,” President Bowers said. “I participated know the importance of 

in its programs while growing up and during my preserving the culture 

adult years, I have used many of the things that and heritage of my an- 

tVip nrntTram tanaVit mp rPicrw-vneiHil- ppcfnre 95 

ity, integrity and leadership are among the valu- “Where I come from Jud > f Weeks 

able assets stressed by 4-H.” there are no jobs, no President Richard Bowers Jr. (Back Row, Center) congratulates (L-R, Front Row)) 

“A successful organization requires family housing and insufficient Cyrus Smedley, Chastity Harmon, Ahnee Jumper, Brighton Miss Seminole Princess 

support, and a competent staff with good leader- lands to meet the needs l° na Tommie, Courtney Gore, Calgary Johns and Andre Jumper, 

ship,” he continued. “I want to congratulate all of farming and agricul- 

of you for your contribution in providing these ture, which are our only source of revenue,” 


Following her 
speech, she introduced 


things for the Seminole 4-H program.” 

Guest speaker Vicki FeBeaux, program di- 
rector for the Intertribal Agriculture Council rep- the need for Native Americans to believe in 
resenting Native Women & Youth in Agriculture and take control of their destiny by protect- 
(NWIA), addressed the banquet attendees. ing their lands to ensure their future.” 

“Native youth are critical players in the fu- Following the reading of her essay, 
ture agricultural activities taking place in Indian Brown said: “It is important that each of you 
Country,” FeBeaux said. “Realizing that we get an education so that you can do your part 
needed a vehicle to capture national attention, to participate in the stewardship of your Na- 
we instituted a youth writing competition with tive lands. Future generations are depending 
a new topic each year. Numerous native youth upon you and by taking part in 4-H, you are 
representing a multitude of Tribes have submit- 
ted essays and the finalists make their presenta- 


tion at our annual meeting and are rewarded with nole 4-H jacket. 


Brown continued. “My essay was entitled 
‘Estate and Fand Planning’ and described 


making a great start.” 

She was then presented with a Semi- 


a scholarship.” 


After the dinner, a video presentation 
offered insight into the 4-H Show 
and Sale, project development and 
small animal division known as the 
Clover Buds. Among the features 
was the ultrasound process which 
was initiated for swine in the past 
and became mandatory for steers 
during the current season. 

Agricultural Extension Agent Judy Weeks 

Michael Bond acted as master of Jessica Lopez receives first place as the Steer Carcass Win- 
ceremonies for the awards presen- ner for 2009. 
tation. Seminole 4-H Coordinator 


Judy Weeks 

Visiting from Montana, Rayel Brown shares her essay “Estate 
and Land Planning,” which also won her a college scholarship. 


Demi Garza had the Grand Champion Steer and 
Dalton Koenes had the Reserve Grand Champion 
Steer. Cartaya Billie raised the Grand Champion 
Swine and the Reserve Grand Champion be- 
longed to Troy Cantu. 

The 2008-2009 Seminole 4-H officers came 
before the assembly by reservation. Beginning 
Mary Jene Koenes; Grand Champion and with the Seminole 4-H Class of 2009 graduating 
Reserve Grand Champion Swine: Dale high school seniors, Randy Osceola and Demi 
McQuellee. Garza, the participants formed groups according 

Steer and Swine Winners were in- to the number of years they had produced 4-H 
troduced individually and recognized for projects and received their certificates, record 
their merits with trophies and certificates, books and proceeds of sale. 


Polly Hayes recognized the 4-H staff 
members and distributed gifts of apprecia- 
tion. 

Plaques acknowledging the produc- 
ers of the award-winning livestock were 
as follows: Grand Champion Steer: Min- 
nie Bert; Reserve Grand Champion Steer: 


Awards Distributed at the 4-H Show and Sale 

Steer 

Grand Champion: Demi Garza 
Reserve Grand Champion: Dalton Koenes 

Junior Showmanship: Skyler Burke; Intermediate Showmanship: Erena Billie; 
Senior Showmanship: Alexis Aguilar; Most Weight Gain: Rayven Smith, 653 
pounds; Junior Record Book: Jonah Alvarado; Intermediate Record Book: 
Rayven Smith; Senior Record Book: Erena Billie; Herdsman Award: Jessica 
Lopez; Steer Carcass Winners: 1 . Jessica Lopez, 2. Kelton Smedley, 3. Alexis 
Aguilar, 4. Kenny Davis Jr., 5. Jessi Osceola. 

Swine 

Grand Champion: Cartaya Billie 
Reserve Grand Champion: Troy Cantu 

Junior Showmanship: Aiyana Tommie; Intermediate Showmanship: Mika 
Lopez; Senior Showmanship: Jaryaca Baker; Most Weight Gain: Cameron 
Thomas, 233 pounds; Junior Record Book: Aiyana Tommie; Intermediate 
Record Book: Dayra Koenes; Senior Record Book: Ashton Baxley; Herdsman 
Award: Jaryaca Baker; Swine Carcass Winners: 1 . Anthony Joe, 2. Rodni 
Mercer, 3. Christopher Briscall, 4. Rylee Smith, 5. Ethan Aguilar. 

Clover Buds (Small Animals) 

Big Cypress: Brianna Bowers, Jaylee Wilcox, Fayhnee Andrews, Harmony Cy- 
press, Marley Herrera, Caleb 0. Billie, Leo Osceola, Canaan Jumper, Valholly 
Frank; Immokalee: Priscilla Alvarado, Ezekiel Roberts, Caniah Billie, Jack 
Aguilar, Jaliyah Arteaga; Brighton: Aleah Turtle, Heith Lawrence, Alyssa Gon- 
zales, Aniya Gore, Alexis Gore, Justin Gopher Jr., Kalyne Urbina, John Gore III. 

Seminole 4-H Officers 

Immokalee: President: Jessica Lopez, Vice President: Alexis Aguilar, Sec- 
retary: Demi Garza, Treasurer: Spencer Jock, Sergeants of Arms: Keniyah 
Yzaguirre and Taylor Fulton 

Big Cypress: President: Andre Jumper, Secretary: Ragan Osceola, Treasurer: 
Cooper Rivers, Reporter: Justin Roff, Sergeant of Arms: Tylor Tigertail 
Brighton Steer Club: President: Brandon Billie, Vice President: Jewel Buck, 
Secretary: Breanna Billie, Treasurer/Reporter: Kristina Osceola, Sergeants of 
Arms: Erena Billie and Blake Baker; Brighton Swine Club: President: Jaryaca 
Baker, Vice President: Brydgett Koontz, Secretary: Brianna Nunez, Treasurer: 
Rosa Urbina, Sergeants of Arms: Justin Osceola and Ashton Baxley. 

Graduating Seniors: Randy Osceola and Demi Garza. 

Years in Seminole Indian 4-H: 

9 Years: Jessica Lopez 
8 Years: Demi Garza, Kristina Osceola. 

7 Years: Ashton Baxley, Jaryaca Baker, Catlen Tommie, Rosa Urbina. 

6 Years: Cassandra Jimmie, Erena Billie, Levi Billie, Danni Jae Tommie, Jade 
Tapia, Ravenne Osceola. 

5 Years: Aaron Alvarado, Destinee Jimmie, Kiylier Baker, Sabre Billie, Brantley 
Osceola, Destiny Nunez, Mailani Perez, Brianna Nunez, Jessi Osceola, Mika 
Lopez. 

4 Years: Alexis Aguilar, Courtney Gore, Jonah Alvarado, Rayven Smith, Ashley 
Faz, Dalton Koenes, Kalgary Johns, Rodni Mercer, Christopher Briscall, Jacob 
Cotton, Larisssa DeLaRosa. 

3 Years: Alexis Jimmie, Chastity Harmon, Deliah Harjo, Ethan Aguilar, Kenneth 
Deschenee, Nehemiah Roberts, Skyler Burke, Zephaniah Roberts, Andre 
Jumper, Chelsey Alvarado, Dennis Gonzalez, Kelton Smedley, Kenny Davis, 

Jr., Randy Osceola, Spencer Jock, Chaska Osceola, Damian Escobar, Drayton 
Billie, Keniyah Yzaguirre, Lahna Sedatol, Ruben Burgess, Tylor Tigertail. 

2 Year: Aiyana Tommie, Chelsey Ford, Edward Aguilar, Mila Osceola, Ragan 
Osceola, Trevor Thomas, Blake Baker, Cooper Rivers, Jon Jimmie, Marshall 
Tommie, Rylee Smith, Blevyns Jumper, Cyrus Smedley, Kailin Brown, Nicholas 
Correa, Sarah Deschenee. 

1 Year: Aaron Osceola, Alphonso Alvarado Jr., Annie Joe, Billy Yates, Camryn 
Thomas, Dayra Koenes, Ivess Baker, Jonathan Bowers, Kathy Kippenberger, 
Myrick Puente, Quinton Smith, Taylor Fulton, Abraham Tigertail, Anthony Joe, 
Brydgett Koontz, Cartaya Billie, Hunter Strickland, Jenna McDuffie, Justin 
Roff, Kyle Alvarado, Oscar Yates, Robert Fudge, Trinity Williams, Ahnie Jumper, 
Amber Alvarado, Ashton Beer, Callie Joe, Dasani Fry, Issiah Alvarado, Jer- 
maine Bennet, Marquis Fudge, Preston Smith, Sean Osceola, Troy Cantu. 



Representing Native Women in Youth and Agriculture, Vicki Jud y Weeks 

LeBeaux talks about the numerous opportunities available (L-R) Tommy Benn recognizes Chastity Harmon for her out- 
through education and agricultural venues. standing achievements in 4-H. 
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Four-year participants receive awards in recognition of their time spent in the 4-H program. 


Judy Weeks 
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FOURTH OF JULY 



Rachel Buxton 

Jamie Smith crawls on top and leaps over a barrel in the ob- 
stacle course during Brighton’s July Fourth holiday festivities. 





Rachel Buxton 

Brighton youth participate in the watermelon roll competion. 


Brighton Celebrates Fourth of July 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — The Brighton community didn’t 
let the rain and field of mud stop them from celebrating 
Independence Day July 2-5 on the Brighton Reserva- 
tion. 

The Recreation Dept., along with the Tribal Coun- 
cil Office, kept the community busy with many fun- 
filled activities. 

“We are building family traditions in the Brighton 
community,” said Kai Setty of the Recreation Dept. 
“This keeps the family bonded throughout the year and 
holiday season.” 

The department kicked things off on July 2 as men 
and women competed in a 4-on-4 volleyball tournament. 

The Brighton kids got to join the fun the next day as 
they competed in 3-on-3 youth basketball. Children of 
all ages claimed their part of the basketball court in the 
gym shooting baskets. 

Following basketball, the youth raced outside where 
they took part in a variety of recreation field events. The 
youth trudged through the mud competing for the best 
time in the 50 and 75 yard dash. 

An obstacle course was set up for participants to 
hop through tires, leap over barrels and dribble a soccer 
ball to the finish line. 

In true Fourth of July fashion, the watermelons 
were brought out and children and adults participated in 
watermelon races. 

Both youth and adults got to show off their pie eat- 
ing skills over the weekend in the pie eating contests. 
Competitors picked their favorite pie filling and then 
raced their fellow eaters using no hands. 

Adults and seniors enjoyed a friendly horseshoe 
tournament along with Bingo under the tents to cool off 


and stay dry. 

The Fourth of July festivities also included the Jo- 
siah Johns Memorial Rodeo, sponsored by the Brigh- 
ton community. Both Eastern Indian Rodeo Association 
and Professional Cowboys Association Rodeo members 
participated in the event, held July 4-5. 

The community and many visitors got to enjoy a 
beautiful firework display following the rodeo on July 4. 

“Families that play together, stay together,” joked 
Setty. “It’s silly but true. It’s all about making memo- 
ries.” 



Rachel Buxton 


Sammy Gopher throws a ringer in the horseshoe competition. 


Independence Day in Immokalee 



Juan Diago Garza gets a helping hand as he scales the rock wall. 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — Members of the Immo- 
kalee community gathered at the Immokalee Ball 
Field and Recreation Complex on July 4 to cele- 
brate Independence Day. 

Heavy afternoon rains created a slow start to 
the festivities, but by early evening a crowd had 
formed at the carnival with a water park, rides, 
game booths and related activities. Children and 
adults were quick to consume the wide variety of 
midway favorites including popcorn, funnel cakes 
and cotton candy. 

Immokalee Tribal Council Liaison Elaine 
Aguilar offered a prayer for all the brave men and 
women fighting around the world to protect the 
country’s freedom. Looking back at the origins of 
Independence Day, she presented a brief historical 
review of the event and enlightened the audience on 
the effects it has today on their lives. 

The long awaited moment arrived with the set- 
ting of the sun. With a loud boom the sky lit up with 
a fantastic display of fireworks that lasted for more 
than 45 minutes and could be seen for miles. A 
round of applause accompanied the awesome flam- 
ing display of the American Flag during the finale. 


Community Enjoys Independence Day Celebration 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

On July 3-4 the Hollywood Tribal community en- 
joyed a host of activities to celebrate Independence Day. 

The annual golf gathering brought teams together 
at the Orangebrook Country Club on July 3. With a mix 
of Tribal citizens and employees participating, the three- 
man draw 18 Hole event, which also featured a shotgun 
start. 

“The conditions were wet but we had a good turn- 
out,” said organizer Mitch Osceola. “I definitely want 
to thank the players for coming out even though it was 
hot and wet.” 

Osceola also gave praise to Hollywood Tribal 
Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. and Hollywood Board 
of Directors Rep. Marcellus Osceola Jr. for help with 
equipment needs. 

July 4 brought everyone together for bowling ac- 
tion at Sparez Bowling Center in Davie, Fla., and the 
annual carnival held on the Hollywood Reservation 
softball field. 

With tournament play held in the morning on the 
lanes, the afternoon offered family, food and fun, ac- 
cording to organizer and Hollywood Tribal Council 
Rep. Assistant Robin Osceola. 

A wall climb, Ferris wheel, animal farm, face paint- 
ing station and hay rides were also many of the attrac- 
tions on hand. 

“Getting rides in the summer is tough because a lot 
of the attractions go up north for their business,” Osceo- 
la explained. “We make it work and make the best of it 
all every year.” 

Hollywood Board of Directors Rep. Marcellus 
Osceola Jr. said he enjoyed all the events. 

“I thought it was all great especially from a fellow- 
ship standpoint,” he said. “More than any other time 


now I enjoy it all because being an elected official now 
I have a sense of responsibility to support the commu- 
nity.” 

A fireworks display wrapped up the evening. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Josh Harrison lines up his ball on the tee. 


Tampa Community Celebrates 
July Fourth at Crazy J’s Ranch 


BY RYAN W ATSON 
Contributing Writer 

RIVERVIEW, Fla. — Tribal citi- 
zens and employees from the Tampa 
community celebrated Independence 
Day at Crazy J’s Ranch in nearby 
Riverview, Fla. on July 4. 

Event attendees enjoyed games of 
horseshoes, tug-of-war and closest to 
the pin, and listened to music provided 
by DJ Wanda, while the younger chil- 
dren spent the day jumping around in 
the bounce house. 

Tampa Liaison Richard Henry 
said although professional fireworks 
were not on the Fourth of July agenda 


at Crazy J’s, he wanted attendees to be 
able to enjoy a pyrotechnics show. 

“We scheduled the event to end 
before sunset so everyone could go see 
fireworks wherever they want to,” he 
explained. 

The evening concluded with 
games of Bingo and a raffle for door 
prizes. 

“I’d like to wish a Happy Fourth 
of July to all Tribal members and em- 
ployees,” Liaison Henry said. 


Ryan Watson 

At Right: Tampa senior Bobby Henry lines 
up to throw in a game of horseshoes. 




The most popular booth at the carnival had a steady flow of contestants, all vying to win stuffed animals. 

Big Cypress Fourth of July Celebration 




BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 


BIG CYPRESS — Big Cypress com- 
munity members participated in a full day of 
fun-filled activities as they celebrated Inde- 
pendence Day on July 4 at the Ball Park. 

“The Seminole people are descended 
from a long line of brave warriors who have 
fought for freedom for hundreds of years. 

Traditionally, Native Americans have painted 
their faces for battle,” said Chairman Mitch- 
ell Cypress. 

Pointing to his face painted with the 
American Flag, he continued: “I am painted 
for freedom. As a veteran, I feel that it is im- 
portant to take time out today to recognize 
all the men and women who have shed their 
blood to insure our right of freedom and in- 
dependence.” 

Live entertainment by The Glades 
Men echoed throughout the park creating Jamie Onco’s Can-1 

i soundtrack for the multitude of activities. 

Shouts and laughter was heard from the 
youngsters playing in the carnival midway. 


Judy Weeks 

u Spyder street bike takes first place in her division. 


Bounce houses, a water park, rock climbing wall, , , - , , , - , 

bungee jumps, spinning cars, a meny-go-round and hopped, stumbled mid rolled their way to the finish line 
flying cup rides beckoned to children of all ages. The m three age-divided contests. 


track for the sack and foot races. The spectators roared 
with delight as the youngsters climbed into sacks and 


game of chance was an obvious favorite as boys and 
girls tested their skills with water pistols to win a variety 
of stuffed animals. 

Meanwhile, the adults gathered in the shade to par- 


Entries in the Fourth of July car show represented 
broad spectrum of vehicles. Their owners spent all 
day washing, waxing and detailing in anticipation of the 
competition. A quick visible survey confirmed that the 


ticipate in the horseshoe tournament. Divided into five gems on display were prized possessions of their own- 
categories, the players patiently waited their turn, while ers who ha ^ substantial investment m their collection. 


studying their opponent’s techniques and offering help- 


Jamie Onco ran a loving hand over her unique Can- 


ful criticism. A steady stream of laughter accompanied Am Spyder Street Bike while talking to admirers about 


good-natured jokes and kept the players on their toes. 


the motorcycle’s capability on the highway. A short dis- 
Tines' were painted^on the Tawn to mark ofFthe tance awa Y’ Toi Andrews was giving a final polish to her 

bright green Artie Cat ATV 4X4. 

Sara Osceola-Turtle’s black GMC 


Denali SUV carried such a shine that it 
reflected the clouds floating in the sky 
overhead and she received recognition 
for the best engine in her division. 

Ronnie Billie Jr. stood close beside 
his customized Chevy Impala and talk- 
ed about its origins and the work that 
had goes into preserving a classic. With 
an appreciation for mechanics, he had 
entries in more than one division. 

Julius Billie swept the Jeep divi- 
sion, receiving Best Interior, Best Paint 
and Overall First Place. 

Moving through the line up, the 
judges talked to the owners, examined 
the exterior, interior, engine compart- 
ments, trunks and added features of each 
entry before tabulating the final results. 


Fourth of July Event Results 


Horseshoes: Men: 1 . Charlie Cypress, 2. Jay Osceola, 3. 
Bronson Hill; Women: 1 . Renee Tigertail, 2. Toi Andrews, 3. 
Cathy Jumper; Senior Men: 1 . Billy Johns, 2. Joe Billie, 3. 
Rudy Osceola; Senior Women: 1. Mary Tigertail, 2. Virginia 
Tommie, 3. Bess Bowlegs; Co-Ed: 1 . Charlie Cypress & 
Myra Jumper, 2. Billie Johns & Mary Tigertail, 3. Joe Her- 
rera & Cathy Jumper. 

Sack Races: 3-5 Years Old: 1 . Nick Andrews II; 6-8 Years 
Old: 1 . Romeo Garcia, 2. Miguel Cantu Jr., 3. Brandi 
Osceola; 9-1 2 Years Old: 1 . Darius Friday, 2. Jathaniel 
Brooks, 3. Lane Savant, 4. Terrance Hill. 

40 Yard Dash: 3-5 Years Old: 1 . Nick Andrews II, 2. Isadora 
Jumper, 3. Xavier Hill; 6-8 Years Old: 1 . Dayra Koenes, 2. 
Romeo Garcia, 3. Osiana Crespo, 4. Shana Balentine; 9-1 2 
Years Old: 1 . Jathaniel Brooks, 2. Sydnee Cypress, 3. Si- 
erra Bowers, 4, Darius Friday; 1 3-1 7 Years Old: 1 . Rashaun 
Jim, 2. Tylor Tigertail, Nathaniel Jim. 

Car Show Results 

Best Of Show: Interior: Jolene Osceola; Paint: Jadrien 
Antuna; Engine: Adriana Huggins; Sound: Adriana Huggins; 


4-Wheeler: Toi Andrews; Side X Side: Nathan Billie; 4X4 
Off-Road: Chaska Osceola-Onco. 

Cars: Classic: 1 . Ronnie Billie Jr.; Donks: 1 . Adriana Hug- 
gins, 2. Carradine Billie; Best Interior: Carradine Billie; 
Best Paint: Carradine Billie; Best Engine: Adriana Huggins; 
Muscle: 1 . Charlie Cypress, 2. Phillip Jumper, 3. Joe Billie; 
Luxury:: 1 . Jolene Osceola, Best Interior: Jolene Osceola, 
Best Engine: Jolene Osceola. 

Trucks: 4X4: 1 . Chaska Osceola-Onco, 2. Nick Andrews; 
Pick-Up: 1 . Sara Osceola; Jeep: 1 . Julius Billie; Best Inte- 
rior: Julius Billie; Best Paint: Julius Billie; SUV: 1 . Jadrien 
Antuna, 2. Sara Osceola-Turtle, 3. Katherine Billie; Best 
Interior: Virginia Tommie; Best Paint: Jadrien Antuna; Best 
Engine: Sara Osceola-Turtle. 

Motorcycles: Street Bikes: 1 . Jamie Onco, 2. Michael Onco 
Jr. 3. Nathan Billie; Hogs: 1 . Nick Andrews. 

4-Wheelers: AT V (Race): 1 . Robert Cypress; 4X4: 1 . Toi 
Andrews, 2. Bonnie Billie Jr., 3. Justin Osceola; Side X 
Side: 1 . Nathan Billie. 
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FATHER’S DAY 



Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. with the Hard Rock calendar girls before his race. 


Community Members Celebrate 
‘Xtreme’ Father’s Day Holiday 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

FT. L AUDERDALE — Community members cel- 
ebrated the Father’s Day holiday to the extreme on June 
18. 

The Tribal Council and Board of Directors spon- 
sored an outing to Xtreme Indoor Karting, a popular 
half-mile, indoor European Bowman race kart track. 

Fathers in attendance also received gifts from 
the offices of Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. 
Osceola Jr. and President Richard Bowers Jr. 

Rep. Osceola thought coming up with an inventive 
place and way to celebrate fathers would be a hit for 
everyone. 

“I figured why not come to a place that caters to 
men, but also has something for everyone,” Rep. Osceo- 
la said. “It is a family place, it is indoors and what better 
place to be than somewhere like here?” 

Tribal citizen Mingo Jones, who brought his son, 
Lorenzo, to the event agreed. 

“It was a good place,” Jones said. “I was comfort- 
able there even though it was my first time there. You 
could enjoy and do what you wanted.” 

Racing participants, including Manny Baker, re- 
ceived trophies depending on how well they did racing. 

Guests also celebrated the birthday of newly elect- 
ed Hollywood Tribal Board of Directors Rep. Marcellus 
Osceola Jr. at the event. 

The early 20th Century concept of honoring fathers 
annually on the third Sunday of June came as a comple- 
ment to Mother’s Day. Father’s Day celebrates father- 
hood and male parenting. 

The first observance of the day is believed to have 
been on July 5, 1908 in a church located in Fairmont, 
W.V. 

Xtreme Indoor Karting is a 90,000 square foot 
facility. The main draw, however, remains the 40 Eu- 
ropean Bowman race karts that race on a half-mile of 
asphalt track. The karts reach speeds up to 45 miles per 
hour. Practice sessions, memberships and licenses are 
available. 

There are also 10 cadet carts tailored for use by 
children ages 8-15. 

The facility also has a 4,000 square foot sports bar 
with 10 plasma televisions, billiard tables and more than 


120 video arcade games. 

For more information on Xtreme Indoor Karting 
please call (954) 491-6265 or log on to www. extremei- 
ndoorkarting. com. 



Tribal citizen Manny Baker with his racing trophy. 


Seniors Celebrate Father’s Day at 
Landmark South Florida Restaurant 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

FT. LAUDERDALE — In celebration of Father’s 
Day, the Tribal seniors enjoyed lunch at one of South 
Florida’s most well-known restaurants, the 15th Street 
Fishery and Dockside Cafe, on June 19. 

Tribal Council Treasurer and first time patron Mike 
Tiger said the eatery was a hit for everyone. 

“Our seniors enjoyed the trip,” Tiger explained. 
“The fish was also good and delicious.” 

As a father himself, Tiger said the meaning behind 
the outing is also significant. 

“[Father’s Day] is important for a lot of people,” he 
said. “It actually brings back memories of my father. He 
definitely died too young.” 

Owner of the 15th Street Fishery and Dockside 
Cafe, Ted Drum, said he enjoyed the seniors’ visit and 
took the opportunity to greet them and express his ap- 


preciation for the Seminoles longstanding presence and 
perseverance in Florida. 

He also dedicated a room in the establishment to the 
Seminole Tribe. He said the pictures in the room, which 
he received through the Fort Lauderdale Historical So- 
ciety in years past, are intended to honor the Tribe. 

“As a kid growing up in Fort Lauderdale I was al- 
ways fascinated with the Tribe and had a lot of admira- 
tion for them,” Drum pointed out. “We want this to be 
their place on the river to continue to come to.” 

The 15th Street Fishery and Dockside Cafe is lo- 
cated directly inside the city’s Lauderdale Marina for 
close to 30 years. The authentic old-Florida dock house 
atmosphere also draws in patrons. The casual waterfront 
setting of Dockside Cafe also has yachts, fishing vessels 
and other boats sail past for a scenic backdrop. 

For reservations call (954) 763-2777 or log on to 
www. 1 5streetfisheries.com. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Owner of the 15th Street Fishery and Dockside Cafe Ted Drum (R) speaks with the seniors during the Father’s Day lunch. 


Naples Community Commemorates 
Father’s Day at Private Dinner 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freenlance Reporter 

NAPLES — Meeting in a private dining room at 
McCormick & Schmicks, members of the Naples com- 
munity gathered to honor their fathers, past and present, 
on the evening of June 12. 

Naples Liaison OB Osceola Jr. said: “It is times like 
this that I realize how fortunate I am to have my father 
here to share in the moment. Many people have had an 
effect on my life during my childhood, education and 
adult years, but none can compare with the positive re- 
inforcement and moral support that my father provided 
to help shape my life.” 

Continuing, Liaison Osceola said: “My gratitude 
doesn’t end with my dad. I am reminded each Father’s 
Day of all the wonderful things that I learned from my 
grandfather, Corey Osceola. He was the rock that held 
our family together and through him we received the 
wisdom handed down from our forefathers.” 

President Richard Bowers Jr. presented each of the 
fathers with a silk scarf and silver tie clasp reminiscent 
of the ones worn for many decades by Seminole men. 

“These items represent a small token of the strength 
and determination of our forefathers, who sacrificed so 
much to ensure our survival,” President Bowers said. 
“Now it is our turn to pass these qualities along to our 
children.” 

Corey Billie offered a blessing for the occasion fol- 
lowed by a gourmet dinner. Each of the fathers received 
a gift bag from their children containing a silver money 
clasp to commemorate the event. 



Judy Weeks 


(L-R, Back Row)) Naples senior Douglas M. Osceola Jr. and 
President Richard Bowers Jr. with (L-R, Front Row) elders In- 
gram Billie Jr. and OB Osceola Sr. at dinner. 


Brighton Community Honors Fathers 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

OKEECHOBEE, Fla. — Brighton residents and 
community members came together June 16 at the KOA 
Campground in Okeechobee, Fla. to honor fathers and 
grandfathers at a Father’s Day banquet dinner, spon- 
sored by President Richard Bowers Jr. 

“I’m glad to be here to celebrate an early Father’s 
Day,” President Bowers said. “Fathers, pat yourselves 
on the back and children, put your arms around him and 
thank him.” 

The KOA Banquet Hall was decorated in Seminole 
colors with balloon arrangements on each table. Gold 
star confetti was sprinkled on the tables with little nap- 
kin notes reading, “A father is a man you can trust and 
look up to every day of your life.” 

Fathers came with their families and grandfathers 
brought their grandchildren to celebrate the special oc- 
casion. 

The event was rocking with live entertainment featuring 

Seminole Star Search winner Hank Nelson 

Jr. Nelson sang alongside the Shadow Creek band 



Rachel Buxton 


Dad Daniel “Boogie” Nunez kisses his daughter, Cheyenne. 



Rachel Buxton 


George Micco joins his daughters, (L-R) Serenity and Cha- 
risma, at the Father’s Day banquet dinner on June 16. 


from Ft. Lauderdale. 

The band played classics such as “Don’t Rock the 
Juke Box” while Nelson sang his very own rendition of 
the John Anderson classic song, “Seminole Wind.” 

Residents were able to visit with non-resident 
friends as they feasted on a steak buffet prepared by 
D.R. Daniels of Okeechobee, Fla. 

The blessing was said by Pastor Wonder Johns who 
spoke a few words on remembering the real Father up 
in heaven. 

To remember the wonderful evening families and 
friends were able to get souvenir pictures taken and 
printed out onsite to take home. 

President Bowers thanked everyone for coming out 
and reminded children once more: “Hug your fathers 
today.” 



Wearing their Seminole scarves, several Immokalee fathers gather for a commemorative photo. 


Immokalee Celebrates Father’s Day 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freenlance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — Residents of the Immokalee 
community migrated to the event hall at the Immokalee 
Casino on the evening of June 20 in celebration of Fa- 
ther’s Day. The banquet room had been decorated in 
turquoise and silver accented by an aquatic theme and 
giant fish trophies. 

Immokalee Tribal Council Liaison Elaine Aguilar 
said: “In our fast-paced lifestyle, we often fail to slow 
down and enjoy the companionship of our families. 
Gathered here this evening, we have the opportunity to 
let the father figures in our lives know how important 
they are to us. In our society we are all one big family 
related by blood, clan or circumstance. Show your grati- 
tude to your fathers and remember the important role 
that you have undertaken, when you become a parent 
and have to fill your dad’s shoes.” 

Acting on behalf of President Richard Bowers Jr., 


Esther Buster and Momin’ Osceola presented each of 
the fathers with a silk scarf and silver tie clasp. These 
items were symbolic of the brave men who have for 
generations protected and provided for their families 
and preserved the heritage of the Seminole people. 

An array of gifts lined the front of the room com- 
prised of tools, tackle boxes, fishing poles, cue sticks, 
coolers, car care kits and tool chests. Each father re- 
ceived an opportunity to select the item of his choice. 
Raffles tickets were distributed and winners were re- 
warded with Seminole jackets, vests, deluxe barbeque 
grills, a gym set and a recliner. 

As grand prize winners, Raymond Garza Sr. re- 
ceived a custom outdoor, weatherproof pool table and 
Ralph Sanchez Jr. took home the 52 inch, high defini- 
tion, flat screen television. 

A professional photographer provided each of the 
families with a group portrait to commemorate the oc- 
casion. 
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Workshop instructor Pedro Zepeda shows students an example of a traditional Seminole shirt at the seminar, held June 16 in Naples. 


Pedro Zepeda Teaches Traditional Shirt-Making 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

NAPLES — Among the many informative and educational 
programs sponsored by the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum, a series of 
workshops have been scheduled to assist Tribal citizens in learning 
and perfecting their cultural arts and crafts. 

On June 16 instructor Pedro Zepeda conducted a class featur- 
ing construction of traditional Seminole shirts at the Juanita Osceola 
Center in Naples. 

Attracting an eager study group ranging in ages from 1 1 to 82, 
Zepeda provided a brief history of men’s traditional shirt styles that 
spanned the past two hundred years. Holding up clothing samples, 
he discussed the time period for various styles, manner of construc- 
tion, fabric preferences and basic patterns that have become univer- 
sal guidelines for generations of artisans. 

Basic forms of Seminole patchwork were described, but the 
bulk of the information centered on materials, construction methods 
and the evolution of the styles as they adapted from one generation 
to another. 

For the class project, each participant was encouraged to create 
a boy’s short sleeved shirt. Zepeda said choosing a child’s garment 


would require less time and materials, and make it more feasible for 
each project to be completed while assistance would be available. 

Supplying the basic pattern, Zepeda held up the various pieces 
and demonstrated their placement in the construction of the overall 
project. Yokes, sleeves, gussets, neck bands, collars and arm bands 
became a part of the students’ vocabulary. 

Selecting a basic background fabric and a coordinating sequence 
of colors for stripping, the class cut out their pieces and slowly be- 
gan to assemble their shirts. Moving from one sewing machine to 
another, Zepeda kept a watchful eye on his seamstresses, answered 
questions and corrected mishaps. 

By the end of the first day of the workshop, several of the stu- 
dents had mastered the difficult task of inserting sleeves, finishing 
neck bands and had nearly completed their first garment. The second 
day saw the finishing touches and talk revolved around beginning a 
new article of clothing. 

Masters of their craft, the Tribal Seniors listened to the open- 
ing presentation and then pitched in and offered valuable assistance 
wherever they were needed. They quickly voiced their enthusiasm 
for the cultural training program and looked forward to attending 
future workshops. 


High School Grads Travel to Paradise Island 

Trip Awarded as Chairman Mitchell Cypress’s Graduation Gift 



BY SHELLEY MARMOR Craig, Emily Cortez, Brittany Huff, Falon Key- school grads with this trip, which took place 

Staff Reporter ser, Randee McDonald and Krystle Young spent June 22-26. 

a relaxing week on Nassau’s Paradise Island in While celebrating with the graduates, their 
NASSAU, BAHAMAS — After complet- the Bahamas at the Atlantis Resort. chaperones and members of the Education 

ing 12 years of schooling, Tribal high school This is the ninth year in a row Chairman Dept, at the graduation dinner banquet, held on- 
graduates Damen Bert, Pablo Cardenas, Amber Mitchell Cypress has rewarded the Tribe’s high site at Atlantis on June 24, the Chairman com- 
mended the hard work that went into 
graduating high school. 

“It might have been hard, but it 
was worth it,” Chairman Cypress said. 

He encouraged each graduate to 
pursue higher education and one day 
come back to work for the Tribe, tell- 
ing them “you are the ones who will 
run the Tribe in the future.” 

Each of the grads also spoke to 
those in attendance about their future 
plans, with some admitting they are 
currently preparing for college. 

Class of 2009 grads Brittany 
Huff, Falon Keyser, Randee McDon- 
ald and Krystle Young and have al- 
ready been accepted to the university 
of their choosing, and Amber Craig 
said she will be attending Indian River 
College, a community college near 
her home. 

Grad Pablo Cardenas said he 
plans to apply to Haskell Indian Na- 
tions University in Lawrence, Kan. 
and wants to study business, while 
Emily Cortez said she plans to attend 
a vocational school to become a certi- 
fied bail bondswoman. Graduate Da- 
men Bert said he is undecided. 


Shelley Marmor 

The Class of 2009 graduates (L-R) Randee McDonald, Brittany Huff, Emily Cortez, Amber Craig, Damen Bert, Krystle 
Young, Pablo Cardenas and Falon Keyser with Chairman Mitchell Cypress before the dinner banquet, held at the 
Atlantis Resort on June 24. 


Please see GRADS on page 3B 


Pemayetv Emahakv School 


Teachers, Staff Honored 

BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 


BRIGHTON — Pemayetv Ema- 
hakv teachers and staff were honored 
May 7 at the Teacher and Staff Appre- 
ciation Banquet held at the Brighton 
gym. 


“I am very fortunate to have such 
a strong staff,” said Principal Russell 
Brown. “From the front line to the back 
line, we have high quality people here.” 

Throughout the evening select stu- 
dents from various grades recited po- 
ems. Students included Student Coun- 
cil Chairman Imillakiyo Osceola, and 


Student Council Reps. Joshua Madri- 
gal, Aiyana Tommie, Raeley Matthews, 
Mallorie Thomas, Safety Patrol Captain 
Michael Garcia and third grade student 
Brady Rhodes. 

Osceola read a self-written poem 
about and dedicated to his teacher, Mrs. 
Finney, while the rest of the students 
read poems hon- 
oring all teach- 
ers. 

The evening 
included a slide 
show presenta- 
tion prepared by 
Pemayetv Ema- 
hakv ’s media 
specialist Shel- 
ley Brantley that 
documented the 
action-packed 
school year. Pic- 
tures popped up 
on the screen 
from the numer- 
ous events that 
were held during 
the 2008-2009 
school year. 

“A 30 min- 
ute video doesn’t 
even scrape the 
surface of our 
school year,” 
said Administrative Assistant Michele 
Thomas. “It gives Chairman [Mitchell] 
Cypress and everyone else who isn’t 
able to attend all our events a chance to 
see what we’ve been doing.” 

Thomas represented Pemayetv 

Please see BANQUET on page 2B 



Michele Thomas 


Students (L-R) Raeley Matthews, Aiyana Tommie, Mallorie Thomas, 
Michael Garcia, Imillakiyo Osceola, Brady Rhodes and Joshua Mad- 
rigal honor their teachers at the banquet, including cultural educa- 
tion Seminole history teacher Jade Braswell (Front Row, Center). 


Students Receive Incentive 


Awards at Ceremony 

BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 


MARCO ISLAND, Fla. — The 
2009 Naples Education Incentive 
Awards Banquet was held on the eve- 
ning of July 11 at the Marco Island 
Marriott Beach Re- 
sort. 

Naples Liaison 
OB Osceola Jr. ad- 
dressed the students 
and their families dur- 
ing opening remarks. 

“Reviewing your 
achievements of the 
past year, I can’t help 
but be proud of each 
and every one of you,” 

Liaison Osceola said. 

“Your grade averages 
and accomplishments 
in extracurricular ac- 
tivities are an indica- 
tion of the commit- 
ment of the students 
and their parents to 
education.” 

“I feel that it is 
important that I take this opportunity 
to acknowledge our parents for a job 
well done,” Liaison Osceola continued. 
“It isn’t easy to get your children up 
and off to school on time each morn- 
ing, oversee their homework and juggle 
your own busy schedules.” 

Naples/Immokalee Education Ad- 
visor Diana Rocha also spoke. 

“In examining your grade point av- 
erages for 2009, all of the students in 
the Naples community are rated in the 
upper percentile for their grade levels,” 


Rocha said. “You have worked very 
hard throughout the year to meet these 
difficult standards and you will carry 
the rewards of your labors with you for 
a lifetime.” 

Rocha added: “Matthew Billie 
with a GPA of 4.0 and Bryce Osceola, 


who is taking advanced classes, will be 
receiving special recognition this eve- 
ning.” 

She also said that the Naples stu- 
dents have some of the highest atten- 
dance records of all the students she 
supervises. Rocha said Martin Slavik 
and Matthew Billie both had perfect 
attendance, while Nicole Slavik, Ross 
Zepeda and Corinne Zepeda missed 
three days or less. 

Please see AWARDS on page 2B 



Seminole Preschoolers 
Learn How to Prevent Fires 



Staff Reporter 


vention Division on June 9. 

Inspector Bruce Britton presented 
“Fire Prevention Tools” as a part of 


HOLLYWOOD — The pre- the Preschool Risk Watch Program, 
schoolers learned how to dial 911 in a an 8 -unit program designed by the 
fire safety presentation conducted by National Fire Prevention Association 
Seminole Tribe Fire Rescue’s Fire Pre- to prevent various types of injuries in 

children under 14. 


The program started 
off with a 10-minute 
animated DVD, which 
transported the pre- 
schoolers to the ficti- 
tious Rainbow Valley. 
Computer generated 
characters taught about 
smoke detectors, fire 
extinguishers and other 
fire prevention meth- 
ods commonly found 
throughout many homes. 

After the video, 
Britton gave each of 
the preschoolers an op- 
portunity to touch and 
get familiar with the fire 
prevention tools. 


(L-R) Simeon Cypress, Amber Cypress and Saylor Gowen Please see FIRE on 

learn about fire prevention from Inspector Bruce Britton. page 2B 
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Seminoles Learn eBay® Buying, 
Selling Tips in Computer Class 


BY ELIZABETH LEIBA 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Tribal citizens learned how 
to effectively use eBay®, the popular online auction 
website, in a training class held in the Dorothy S. 
Osceola Building library on June 30 and July 2. 

The class emphasized the utility of the site, www. 
ebay.com, with topics highlighting the psychology 
of bidding, pricing and listing items and using Pay- 
Pal®, the most popular payment site presently used by 
eBay® buyers and sellers. 

Instructor Roger Fabel also pointed out the ben- 
efits and disadvantages of using eBay® to sell items 
instead of creating a private website. 

Attendee Mary Gay Osceola said the class of- 
fered her the opportunity to leam more about how 


she might be able to market her traditional Seminole 
artwork online. Her husband, Don, said the class was 
“pretty interesting.” 

“Some more skills you leam in case you need to 
earn a little more,” he explained of his reasons for tak- 
ing the course. 

Fabel has taught computer classes for the Tribe 
for about three years and said a major theme of the 
courses is Internet safety. The Education Dept, also 
offers several additional classes, including computer 
fundamentals, electronic scrapbooking and website 
development. 

“I’m trying to help show [Tribal citizens] what’s 
available for them,” Fabel said. “It’s been very suc- 
cessful to get them to see what the computer can do 
for them.” 
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(L-R) Firefighter Oscar Castillo plays the dispatcher as EanJay Young is coached by Inspector Bruce Britton on how to dial 
911 in an emergency. 


FIRE 

From page IB 


Britton explained that his department has conduct- 
ed the program for two years and stressed that children 
are never too young to leam about fire safety. 

“I hear about it on a regular basis where kids have 
saved lives,” he said. “We really believe prevention is 


very important.” 

The Fire Prevention Division will continue to pres- 
ent the program on various reservations through Au- 
gust. Other topics to be covered throughout the rest of 
the year include school bus safety, poison prevention, 
and choking and suffocation prevention. 

For more information, please contact Inspector 
Bmce Britton at (863) 805-5450 or visit www.nfpa.org. 



Michele Thomas 


(L-R) Former Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Roger Smith, Pam 
Rhodes, Jeanine Gran, Brighton Board Rep. Johnnie Jones Sr. 
and Principal Russell Brown at the Teacher and Staff Apprecia- 
tion Banquet, held May 7 at the Brighton gym. 


BANQUET 

From page IB 


Emahakv Charter School’s Parent Teacher Student Or- 
ganization as she presented Teacher of the Year Jeanine 
Gran with a traditional Indian skirt. 

“I can’t say enough about Mrs. Gran and what she 
does,” Thomas said. “It is so wonderful watching her 
do her magic and how she nurtures and teaches the stu- 
dents.” 

Pam Rhodes, the non-instructional employee of 
the year was presented with a Seminole beaded lanyard 
in appreciation for all of her hard work. 

“Pam is wonderful to work with,” Thomas said. 
“She is the first person you see when you enter the 
school and is so very deserving of this honor.” 

The Seminole Police Dept. Officer of the Year, 
School Resource Officer Darryl Allen, received a spe- 
cial award in recognition of his being named to this 
prestigious honor. 

To show appreciation to all the teachers and staff 
the Cultural Education Dept, staff passed out beaded 
pins to each, thanking them for all that they do for the 
students and community. 

“Because of the staff, we have established a fun, 
safe place to leam,” Brown said. “The students, parents 
and community members should be proud of the staff 
at Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School; I sure am.” 



Judy Weeks 


Youngsters participate in a series of games and activities during the Hawaiian Luau that took place after their Education 
Incentive Awards Ceremony, held July 11 at the Marco Island Marriott Beach Resort. 


AWARDS 

From page IB 


Calling the students forward one at a time, Rocha 
announced grade point averages and special achieve- 
ments while Liaison Osceola passed out the Certificates 
of Merit and Assistant Education Advisor Victoria Pres- 
ley-Soto distributed the Incentive Awards. 

Cultural Outreach Specialist Sandy Osceola dis- 
cussed the advancements that are taking place in the 
Naples Educational Program. 

Naples Incentive Awards 

Recipients 

Kindergarten: Martin Slavik: Perfect Attendance. 

1st Grade: Dominic Osceola-Lugo: GPA 3.42; Serena 
Zepeda: GPA 3.47, Awards & Certificates. 

3rd Grade: Nicole Slavik: GPA 3.69, Three Days or 

Less Absent; Ross Zepeda: GPA 3.75, Three Days or 
l _033 Absent. 

4th Grade: Broden Hagen: GPA 3.55; Matthew Billie: 

GPA 4.0, Perfect Attendance, Awards & Certificates; 

Nicholas Zepeda: GPA 3.63, Awards & Certificates. 

5th Grade: Victoria Tucker: GPA 3.22. 

6 th Grade: Corinne Zepeda: GPA 3.89: Three Days of 
Less Absent, Awards & Certificates. 

7th Grade: Marissa Osceola: GPA 3.72. 

8 th Grade: Bryce Osceola: GPA 3.6, Advanced Class; 

Kaitlin Billy: GPA 3.71. 

9th Grade: Dakota Osceola: Effort Award. 


“Tutors are now available for the students on Tues- 
day, Wednesday and Thursday afternoons. We have 
endorsed an after school program each day from 5-7 
p.m. With the arrival of new computers, adult education 
classes will begin and include instruction in Adobe Pho- 
toshop® and establishing a website. All of these activi- 
ties are located in the Juanita Osceola Center.” 

Adjourning to the hotel terrace, the Naples Com- 
munity participated in a Hawaiian Luau complete with 
floral leis, live island entertainment and an extravagant 
buffet featuring a whole roasted pig, complementary 
side dishes and fresh fruits. 



Judy Weeks 


Naples Liaison OB Osceola Jr. (R) congratulates his daugh- 
ter, Bryce (L), for her outstanding 3.6 grade point average. 
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CLASS OF 2009 GRADUATES 


GRADS 

From page IB 


Members of the Education Dept., including Director Emma 
Johns, also attended the weeklong trip to get a chance to celebrate 
each graduate’s accomplishment and also tell them about the infi- 
nite educational opportunities provided by the Tribe. 

She told the grads at the dinner banquet that they are each eligi- 
ble for the Billy L. Cypress Higher Education Scholarship to attend 
the university of their choosing or the Vocational School Scholar- 
ship. Johns said both scholarships will fully cover tuition, books 
and all other education-related needs for each student. 

“It is a blessing for the Education Dept, to be able to send you 
to college,” she said. 

Johns also took the time to acknowledge all 34 Tribal citizens 
who graduated high school with the Class of 2009. She said it was 
one of the largest totals of graduates the Tribe has seen in years. 

Johns, on behalf of her department, then presented each of the 
seven graduates in attendance with a mini-laptop, called a netbook, 
to help them on their future educational journeys. 



Shelley Marmor 


The grads (L-R) Damen Bert, Brittany Huff, Amber Craig, Pablo Cardenas, 
Krystle Young, Randee McDonald and Emily Cortez, at the Queen’s Stair- 
case during the historic city tour of Nassau on June 24. 


Fort Pierce Liaison Sally R. Tommie, who served as banquet 
emcee, also spoke to the graduates, calling them “the future of the 
Tribe.” 

“The greatest tool you have in your lives is education,” Liaison 
Tommie said. 

She also introduced the night’s guest speaker, Seminole Police 
Dept. Captain Kipper Connell. Connell has been in law enforce- 
ment for the last 26 years, though only with the Tribe for about 
a year. He spoke to the grads about striving for greatness, both in 
higher education and in life. 

“Set the bar high because you’ll only go as high as you believe 
you can,” Connell said. 

He also reminded them to aspire for greatness as a way to 
honor their parents, grandparents, family members and friends who 
helped make their graduation possible. 

“If those who have come before you have made sacrifices for 
you to get where you are today, I think the best way to honor them 
is to go further,” Connell said. 

In addition to the dinner banquet, the graduates took a historic 
tour of Nassau, the capital city and one of the 700 islands that make 
up the Bahamas. While on the tour the group stopped at sights in- 
cluding the Queen’s Staircase, Fort Montagu and Fort Fincastle and 



Shelley Marmor 


A stingray gets close to (L-R) Pablo Cardenas, Amber Craig and Emily 
Cortez on Exzuma Island. 


saw places such as the Parliament House, the central location of 
Bahamian government activities, and Gregory’s Arch. 

On the final day of the trip, June 25, the graduates joined Chair- 
man Mitchell Cypress for a daylong excursion to the Bahamian is- 
land chain known as the Exzumas, located about an hour by boat 
from the Atlantis Report. On Exzuma Island, a popular vacation 
daytrip location, the graduates went snorkeling, fed stingrays and 
swam with sharks in a remote island paradise setting. 



Shelley Marmor 


(L-R) Falon Keyser accepts her graduation award from Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress at the dinner banquet on June 24 at the Atlantis Resort. 


Class of 2009 Tribal 

Graduate Bios 


Damen Bert 

Brittany Huff 

19 Years Old 

18 Years Old 

Wind Clan 

Panther Clan 

Brighton Reservation 

Big Cypress Reservation 

Parents: Reese and Angie Bert 

Parents: John Huff Jr. and Nanette Cypress 

High School: Okeechobee High 

High School: American Heritage High 

Future Plans: Undecided 

Future Plans: Accepted to Florida Atlantic 


University, but undecided about where to 

Pablo Cardenas 

attend college 

19 Years Old 


Wind Clan 

Falon Keyser 

Brighton Reservation 

18 Years Old 

Parent: Jennifer Fish 

Otter Clan 

High School: Okeechobee High 

Trail Reservation 

Future Plans: Applying to Haskell Indian 

Parents: Richard Keyser and Tiffany Fiorella 

Nations University to study business 

High School: Johnson County High 


Future Plans: Accepted to East Tennessee 

Amber Craig 

State University to study nursing 

18 Years Old 


Bird Clan 

Randee McDonald 

Brighton Reservation 

18 Years Old 

Parents: Jerry Craig andShannon Purvis 

Panther Clan 

High School: SEK Boca Prep 

Big Cypress Reservation 

Future Plans: Attend Indian River State 

Parents: Rick and Sarah McDonald 

College for two years and then transfer 

High School: Cooper City High 

to Oklahoma University to major in 

Future Plans: Accepted to Nova 

psychology 

Southwestern University to study fine arts 

Emily Cortez 

Krystle Young 

19 Years Old 

18 Years Old 

Panther Clan 

Panther Clan 

Brighton Reservation 

Hollywood Reservation 

Parents: Jose Cortez and Rinella Bailey 

Parents: Steve Young and Brenda Cypress 

High School: Okeechobee High 

High School: Pine Crest 

Future Plans: Plans to attend a vocational 

Future Plans: Accepted to the University of 

school and become a bail bondswoman 

Miami to study biology 


— — 



Shelley Marmor 

(L-R) Randee McDonald, Falon Keyser, Brittany Huff, Amber Craig, Krystle Young, Pablo 
Cardenas, Damen Bert and Emily Cortez take a swim on Exzuma Island during their daylong 
excursion on June 25. 


Tribal Grad Looks 
to Future in Law 

BY ELIZABETH LEIBA 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Tribal citizen Shey- 
anna Osceola was one of about 50 graduates 
to walk across the stage in a graduation cere- 
mony held at Hollywood Christian Academy 
on May 29. 

Osceola, 18, is the daughter of William 
Thomas Osceola and Tabitha Osceola. Her 
grandfather is Marcellus Osceola Sr. 

Osceola was an active member of her 
school’s volleyball team. She also partici- 
pated in rodeo barrel racing and was a mem- 
ber of the Florida High School Rodeo Asso- 
ciation, as well as the Georgia-Florida Youth 
Rodeo Association. 

Mom Tabitha Osceola said she felt a 
range of emotions, including of course, pride, 
at her daughter’s graduation ceremony. 

“She’s an excellent achiever,” she said. 
“She sets her mind to something and she does 
it.” 

The Hollywood resident will be attend- 
ing Florida State University in the spring af- 
ter a semester at Broward College this fall. 
She said she plans to study corporate law and 
hopes to return to work for the Tribe in the 
future. 




Shelby DeHass 
Graduates 
University School 

BY ELIZABETH LEIBA 
Staff Reporter 

FT. LAUDERDALE — Hollywood resident 
Shelby DeHass was one of 140 seniors who graduated 
from the University School of Nova Southeastern Uni- 
versity in a ceremony held at the Broward Center for 
the Performing Arts on May 23. 

Mom, Deborah, said she was happy to see her 
daughter graduate. 

”I’m extremely proud,” she said. “I can’t believe 
it’s over.” 

DeHass participated in rodeo during all four years 
of high school and was a member of the Florida High 
School Rodeo Association. She won the Sportsman- 
ship Award from the organization during her senior 
year and also served as Team Roping Student Director 
for two years. 

DeHass said she was excited to have graduated so 
that she can move on to other endeavors. 

“Finally!” she exclaimed. “It couldn’t come soon 
enough.” 

In the fall she plans to attend Alabama’s Troy 
University to earn her bachelor’s degree in physical 
therapy. 




Photo Submitted by Shelby DeHass 

Shelby DeHass 
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CLASS OF 2009 GRADUATES 

Tribal Citizens Graduate From Pine Crest 

Krystle Young, Meaghan Osceola Prepare for College 



BY ELIZABETH LEIBA 
Staff Reporter 

FT. LAUDERDALE — Krys- 
tle Young and Meaghan Osceola 
were among about 200 students to 
graduate from Pine Crest School 
during a ceremony held at the War 
Memorial Auditorium on May 22. 

Young, the daughter of Steve 
Young and Brenda Cypress, played 
on Pine Crest’s basketball team dur- 
ing her last three years at the school. 


The commencement cer- 
emony was an emotional expe- 
rience for the 18-year-old. 

“It was the best feeling of 
my life,” she said. “I almost 
started crying when I went on 
stage. All that hard work finally 
paid off.” 

Young was accepted to the 
University of Miami where she 
will study biology and pursue a 
career in medicine. 

Osceola is the daughter of 
Hollywood Tribal Coun- 
cil Rep. Max. B. Osceola 
Jr. and wife, Marge. She 
played basketball dur- 
ing all four years at Pine 
Crest. She also went on to 
set the school record for 
the female player with the 
most points and steals in a 
season. 

In May, Osceola also 
was recognized in the Mi- 
ami Herald s All-Broward 
Athletic awards. She 
was chosen first team all 
county in fast-pitch soft- 
ball and also had the dis- 
tinction of being selected 
for the Sun-Sentinel s first 
team honors in the sport. 

Her father called her 
educational achievements one 
more step toward a collective 
vision for the Seminole Tribe. 

“I’m proud of every Semi- 
nole,” Rep. Osceola said. “Be- 
cause she’s my daughter, I’m 
extra proud.” 


Osceola will be attending Em- 
manuel College in Boston, Mass, in 
the fall. She has committed to play- 
ing basketball there and is consid- 
ering the possibility of also playing 
softball on the collegiate level. She 
plans to major in sports medicine. 



Photo Submitted by Steve Young 

Krystle Young 


Christian Osceola Graduates High School 


BY ELIZABETH LEIBA 
Staff Reporter 

DAVIE, Fla. — Hollywood res- 
ervation resident Christian Osceola 
graduated from Chaminade-Madonna 
College Preparatory in a graduation 
ceremony held at the Signature Grand 
banquet hall in Davie, Fla. on May 22. 

Osceola, 19, is the son of Jimbo 
and Jennifer Osceola. His maternal 
grandmother is Ruth Osceola of the Im- 
mokalee Reservation and his paternal 
grandparents are Jimmy Hank and Ma- 
rie Osceola of Hollywood. 

Osceola graduated with a near-per- 
fect attendance record, something his 
mother attributes to her encouragement 
and his independence. 



Seminole Tribune Archive Photo 

Christian Osceola 


“I’m so proud of him,” said Jen- 
nifer Osceola. “He lives on his own 
[and] he’s pretty much a young man.” 

Osceola plans to attend Florida 
State University in the spring where 
he will study engineering. 

During his high school years 
Osceola was active in sports. He 
played two years of football and par- 
ticipated in both track and field and 
cross country. He was also on the 
wrestling team. 

His mother said her son is also 
actively involved in traditional Semi- 
nole activities like hunting deer and 
alligator, and attending the Green 
Com Dance every year. For fun he 
likes to ride four-wheelers and dirt 
bikes. 
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Amber Craig 


Former Jr. Miss 
Seminole Amber 
Craig Graduates 

BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

CORAL SPRINGS, Fla. — Amber Craig of the Brigh- 
ton community graduated June 2 from Boca Raton Prepara- 
tory School in a commencement ceremony held at Heron 
Bay in Coral Springs, Fla. 

Craig, the daughter of Jerry Craig and Shannon Purvis, 
holds the 2008-2009 Jr. Miss Seminole Princess title. 

“It’s been quite a year filled with events,” Craig said. 
“[The Jr. Miss Florida Seminole Princess title] makes you 
realize a lot. You have to work for what you want and you 
have to be responsible.” 

Craig said she plans to attend Indian River State Col- 
lege in Ft. Pierce, Fla. and to then transfer to University of 
Oklahoma to study psychology. 

While in high school Craig served as treasurer for stu- 
dent government. She was also the captain for both the girls 
and the boys varsity volleyball teams. 

Craig was the first girl to ever play on the boys’ basket- 
ball team. 

“Everyone underestimated me,” Craig said. “They all 
thought I couldn’t catch up with them because I was a girl.” 

Throughout the season Craig scored more than 40 
points for the team. 


Rhiannon Tiger Graduates High School 

BY ELIZABETH LEIBA 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD Rhiannon 
Tiger became the first of four sisters 
to graduate high school in a com- 
mencement ceremony for Cooper 
City High School’s Class of 2009 
seniors on May 31 at the Nova 
Southeastern University Convoca- 
tion Center. 

Tiger was one of more than 500 
graduates to receive her diploma 
and had the distinction of achieving 
the Principal’s Honor Roll in each 
grading period of her senior year. 

The 17-year-old is the daugh- 
ter of Charlie and Rachel Tiger. Her 
mother said she was pleased her 
daughter reached this milestone. 

“I was overjoyed,” she said. 

Tiger said she plans to at- 
tend Broward College for her first 
year and then transfer to an out of 
state university. She is interested in 
Studying merchandising. Photo Submitted by Rachel Tiger 

Rhiannon Tiger 




BY ELIZABETH LEIBA 
Staff Reporter 

FT. LAUDERDALE — Nicole Osceola 
graduated from Hollywood Hills High School in 
a commencement ceremony held at the Broward 
Center for the Performing Arts on June 2. 

Osceola, 18, is the daughter Tate and Robin, 
and the granddaughter of Maydell. 

“Her dad and I are so proud of her,” said her 
mom, Robin. “She has grown into a beautiful 
young woman.” 

Nicole Osceola said she will continue her 
higher education at Broward College before trans- 
ferring to a state university to study criminology. 

Following her graduation, Osceola said she 
was excited about completing high school. 

“Finally, I’m done,” she said. “It was hard but 

Photo Submitted by Robin Osceola ^ 

Nicole Osceola 


Nicole Osceola 
Graduates 
Hollywood Hills 
High School 
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Tribal Youth Share Their Plans for Summer 20 0 9 


Travis Baker, 11 



"I am happy to go back [to the Orlando 
Youth Conference] this year." 


Tiffany Baker, B 



"fam going to the Youth Conference, as 
well as a Christian camp." 


Damian Frank, 12 



"fam going to keep learning with a 
tutor. I have had some troubles with my 
reading, but ever since I came to the 
Seminole Summer Camp it has improved." 


Sarah Descheene, 9 



"My mom and I and my brothers plan to 
go to West Virginia and New Mexico." 


Jessalynn Osceola, 1 



"I like to, and plan to, go swimming a 
lot." 



Alissa Dorgan, 16 


Jaryaca Baker, 14 


Lanie Sedatol- Baker, 11 


Lahna Sedatol-Baker, 11 




"I'm going to New York for NAYO and 
basketball summer camp." 


"I m working at Senior Center and help- 
ing clean, wash dishes and serve food." 


"I’m going to lots of softball camps, 
hanging out at the gym and going to 
New York for NAYO’s softball tournament." 


"This summer I'm playing softball for 
NAYO in New York” 


Sean Osceola, ID 



"I’m playing travel baseball everywhere; 
Plant City, Clearwater, Bartow and New 
York." 



❖❖❖ 
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Health 



Judy Weeks 

Tribal citizens and employees compete in the Firecracker Walk/Run along the L-28 Canal in Big Cypress on July 2. 


BC Participates in Firecracker Walk/Run 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Tribal citizens and employees gathered 
on Canal Bank Road for the Firecracker Walk/Run at 6:30 a.m. on 
July 2. 

From babies in strollers to seniors on walkers, firemen and 
office clerks, the participants represented a broad spectrum of the 
Big Cypress community. 

Circulating through the crowd, Chairman Mitchell Cypress 
congratulated everyone on taking a step toward fitness. 

“By coming here this morning, you have shown your commit- 
ment toward a better lifestyle that will benefit every part of your 
body,” Chairman Cypress said. “Exercise is a vital key toward 
good health and its rewards are limitless. Regardless of when you 
cross the finish line, you will all leave here today as a winner.’ 

Community Outreach Coordinator Edna McDuffie had assem- 
bled a capable staff from the Health and Fitness Departments to 
manage the course and provide necessary incentives and assistance 
to the participants. 

Fresh fruit, health bars, water and sport beverages were avail- 
able to help control blood sugar levels and ensure proper hydra- 
tion, which is an important factor during all levels of exercise. A 
booth offered valuable information regarding healthy hydration. 

Barbara Billie from the Big Cypress Wellness Center offered 
words of advice. 

“It is important to remember that you should drink a minimum 
of eight glasses of water or healthy liquids per day and especially 
before, during and after exercise,” she said. “Water is the best fluid 
for replenishment and helps to regulate body temperature, cushions 
and protects vital organs and aids the digestive system.” 

The course had been laid out for a 5k Walk/Run, which is ap- 
proximately 4 miles. A special area had also been set aside for the 
Big Cypress Seniors’ Handicap Division, who completed a 1 mile 
course. 

At 7 a.m. Neil Prager of the Fitness Dept, conducted a warm- 
up session with stretch exercises to prepare the participants for the 
event. Lining up the contenders by categories, Edna McDuffie of- 
ficiated at the starting line. 


Results of the 
Firecracker Walk/Run 

Senior Citizen Handicap: First Place Winners: Claudia Doctor, 
Lydia Cypress, Ruby Osceola and Carol Cypress. 

Youth, Ages 8-1 2: Runners: 1 . A.J. Tigertail; Walkers: 1 . Kaitlin 
Osceola, 2. Brandy Osceola, 3. Stanley Cypress III. 

Youth, Ages 13-17: Runners: 1. Tyler Tigertail, 2. Ragan 
Osceola, 3. 0’shaane Cypress. 

Adults, Ages 31 -45: Male Runners: 1 . Bernard Robbins; 
Female Runners: 1 . Kathy Cypress, 2. Almira Billie, 3. Barbara 
Billie; Male Walkers: 1 . Charlie Cypress; Female Walkers: 1 . 
Myra Jumper with Ezekiel in a stroller, 2. Carol B. Osceola, 3. 
Shelli Tigertail. 

Adults, Ages 46-59: Male Runners: 1 . Ronnie B. Billie Sr.; 
Female Runners: 1 . Shirley Clay; Male Walkers: 1 . David 
Cypress; Female Walkers: 1 . Mary Tigertail, 2. Violet Jim, 3. 
Beverly Alumbaugh. 

Adults, Ages 60 and Older: Male Runners: 1 . Paul Bowers Sr.; 
Female Runners: 1. Edna McDuffie; Male Walkers: 1. Mitchell 
Cypress; Female Walkers: 1 . Juanita Osceola, 2. Louise Billie, 
3. Louise Osceola. 

Community Members & Employees: Runners: 1 . Gio Alvarez, 
2. Jesus Lizarraga, 3. Jorge Napoles, 4. Paul Backhouse, 5. 
Andrew Flynn; Walkers: 1 . Marilyn Jumper, 2. Allen Hoffman, 
3. Brian Barton, 4. Harley Roberts, 5. Emilia Jumper. 


Seniors Learn Home Safety in Presentation Series 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — As part of an ongoing 
series, the Emergency Management Dept, and 
Fire Rescue Prevention Division collaborated 
for a home safety presentation at the Senior 
Center June 25. 

Tribal Fire Rescue Inspector Bruce Britton 


spoke to the Tribal seniors on a range of issues 
and provided tips for the home; all as part of 
national home safety month. 

“This is a great way to get information out 
and teach the Tribal seniors about safety prepa- 
ration throughout the year,” said Hollywood 
and Trail Emergency Management Coordina- 
tor Jason Dobronz. “They also enjoy the infor- 
mation and we are able to get a lot out there to 


them.” 

The attendees also learned about tornado, 
lightening and heat wave precautions, smoke 
alarm and fire extinguisher maintenance and 
preparation throughout the day. 

“I was in the health and medical field for 
years so I already knew some of the informa- 
tion, but it was a good refresher,” Tribal senior 
Edna Bowers said. 

Britton emphasized that in the event of a 
fire, firefighters make the safety of a Tribal citi- 
zen a major priority. 

“Our concern is with them getting out, 
not putting the fire out,” he said. “We are very 
much focused on keeping the home safe also.” 

According to the Home Safety Council’s 
“State of Home Safety in America™ Report,” 
fires and bums are the third leading cause of 
unintentional home injury and related deaths in 
the U.S. each year. 

Some useful tips for smoke alarms in- 
clude remembering that smoke rises, mount- 
ing should be high on walls or ceilings and 
ceiling-mounted alarms should be installed at 
least four inches away from the nearest wall. 
Wall-mounted alarms should be installed 4-12 
inches away from the ceiling. Do not install 
smoke alarms near windows, doors, or ducts to 
ensure that they work properly and make sure 
the alarm is away from the path of steam from 
bathrooms and cooking vapors in the kitchen, 
it may cause “false alarms” when there is not 
afire. 

Useful tips for fire extinguisher use in- 
clude: choosing an extinguisher that will work 
on all types of fires, typically called “ABC” 
type extinguishers, choose the largest extin- 
guisher you can handle, the bigger the better, 
and mount the extinguisher near an exit door 
and out of the reach of children. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Tribal Fire Rescue Fire Inspector Bruce Britton (L) fields questions from the Tribal seniors. 


Community Members Attend 
Informational Rabies Clinic 



Freelance Reporter 


door-to-door marketing technique, Ani- 
mal Control and Wildlife Officer Donna 
Williams handed out flyers and spread 


IMMOKALEE — Members of the the word about the clinic throughout Im- 
Environmental Health Dept, organized mokalee during the week preceding the 
a free rabies clinic for the Immokalee event, 
community on June 


28 in the Health Dept, 
parking lot. 

The purpose of 
the clinic was to en- 
sure the safety and 
health of the Immo- 
kalee residents and 
their pets. 

The dreaded dis- 
ease of rabies is ex- 
tremely debilitating 
and fatal, if not treated 
within a short period 
of time following ex- 
posure. Highly conta- 
gious, it is spread by 
a bite or transfer of 
saliva from an infected 
creature to other ani- 
mals and humans. 

Although a na- 
tionwide program of 
inoculation has greatly 
reduced the number of 
incidents in the past 
several decades, total 


Immokalee Tribal Council Liaison 
Elaine Aguilar brings her pet corgi 
for a rabies inoculation. 


Helping to man 
the booth, Dr. Oliver of 
Pinegate Veterinary in 
Naples provided valu- 
able information to 
pet owners regarding 
recommended annual 
inoculations and was 
prepared to administer 
them onsite for a mod- 
erate fee. 

Setting an exam- 
ple, Immokalee Tribal 
Council Liaison Elaine 
Aguilar and her hus- 
band, Pete, were first 
in line with their two 
dogs. 

Environmental 
Health Program Man- 
ager Patrick Peck said: 
“Turnout was low, but 

u y ee s ^ j g encoura gi n g Our 

records indicate that 
many of the reserva- 
tion pets have already 
received the new three 


eradication remains beyond reach. Vac- year vaccine, and therefore did not re- 
cinating domestic animals and destroy- quire our services. This is an indication 
ing carriers is the proven method of that our program is working.” 
control. Until recently, it was necessary “There were only a few cats, but 
to administer a booster each year, but several dogs were treated,” continued 
a new vaccine has proven effective for Peck. “We even made a house call to one 
three years. resident who lacked the means to trans- 

Environmental Health has insti- port their pets. For those who missed 
tuted a program to offer free rabies vac- this clinic, please watch for flyers that 
cinations to Tribal citizens’ pets twice a will announce our return sometime in 
year on each of the reservations. Using a October.” 


Dental Program Hosts Externs 


SUBMITTED BY THE SEMINOLE DENTAL 
PROGRAM 

The Seminole Tribal Dental Pro- 
gram hosted three dental students as a 
part of the Indian Health Service Extern- 
ship Program during the week of July 
6 - 10 . 

Brigham Burton, who attends Ohio 
State University, Carla Belgard, who 



Photo Submitted by the Seminole Dental Program 


(L-R, Front Row) Brigham Burton, Mallorie 
Watson, (L-R, Back Row) Dr. Packer, Tribal 
Dental Program manager, and Carla Belgard. 


attends Meharry Medical College in 
Nashville, Term, and Mallori Watson, 
who attends the University of Missis- 
sippi’s School of Dentistry participated 
in the externship program. All three are 
in their third year of dental school. 

Allowing students the opportunity 
to visit and sometimes provide care 
in Native American dental clinics is a 
way to encourage them to select a pub- 
lic health career track after graduation. 
Currently, the Indian Health Service 
Dental Program has a vacancy rate of 
more than 30 percent. 

During their time with the Dental 
Program, the students were allowed to 
directly observe dental care, both in the 
Hollywood Dental Clinic and at the of- 
fice of a local periodontist. They also 
attended various lectures and partici- 
pated in a hands-on session with dental 
implants and a suturing course using or- 
anges as their patients. 

The students also enjoyed a day 
of Seminole culture at the Big Cypress 
Reservation. Following a visit to the 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum and Living 
Village, the students had lunch and en- 
joyed an airboat ride at Billie Swamp 
Safari. 


Understanding Pandemics, Epidemics 

BY AVA JOHN ics. The social disruption, economic 

Contributing Writer loss, and general hardship caused by a 

pandemic are much higher than what an 


[Editor s Note: Ava John works for 
the Tribe's Environmental Health Pro- 
gram. The opinions she expresses are 
her own. If you would like to ask a ques- 
tion, please write to avajohn@semtribe. 
com.] 

A pandemic is an outbreak of glob- 
al proportions. It happens when a new 
virus emerges among humans and then 
causes serious illness and is easily hu- 
man transmissible through person-to- 
person contact. 

A pandemic is different from an ep- 
idemic outbreak in that a pandemic cov- 
ers a much wider geographical area, of- 
ten worldwide. A pandemic also infects 
many more people than an epidemic. 

An epidemic is specific to one city, 
region or country, while a pandemic 
goes much further than national bor- 
ders. During an epidemic, the number of 
people who become infected rises well 
beyond what is expected within a coun- 
try or a part of a country. When the in- 
fection takes place in several countries 
at the same time it can then become a 
pandemic. 

A pandemic is usually caused by 
a new virus strain or subtype — a vi- 
rus humans either have no immunity 
against, or very little immunity. If hu- 
man immunity is low or non-existent, 
the virus can easily spread around the 
world because it becomes easily trans- 
missible. 

In the case of influenza, seasonal 
outbreaks or epidemics are generally 
caused by subtypes of a virus that is 
already circulating among people. Pan- 
demics, on the other hand, are generally 
caused by new subtypes; these subtypes 
have not circulated among people be- 
fore. 

Pandemics generally cause much 
higher numbers of deaths than epidem- 


epidemic can cause. 

A pandemic can emerge, for exam- 
ple, when the Influenza A virus changes 
suddenly. Experts call this an antigenic 
shift, which will result in a new Influ- 
enza A virus subtype. This new influ- 
enza subtype needs one characteristic 
to cause a pandemic; it must be easily 
human transmissible. 

After the pandemic has emerged 
and spread, the virus subtype circulates 
among humans for several years, caus- 
ing occasional flu epidemics. These will 
not usually become more than epidem- 
ics because humans have developed im- 
munity over time. 

Using information gathered by 
health agencies around the world that 
monitors the behavior and movement 
of the virus, the World Health Organiza- 
tion (WHO) uses a six phase influenza 
program to raise the pandemic alert 
level. 

Phase 6 is WHO’s highest alert lev- 
el and means a pandemic is underway. A 
move to Phase 6 is not an indication on 
the severity of the virus, however, does 
mean that the extent of global spread 
fulfills the definition of a pandemic. 

During the 20th Century, the emer- 
gence of new Influenza A virus subtypes 
caused three pandemics, all of which 
spread around the world within one year 
of being detected. 

The most recent pandemic was 
declared by WHO in June 2009. This 
new strain of Influenza A virus subtype, 
known as H1N1 or “Swine Flu,” was 
identified in April 2009 and has caused 
mild infection globally. 

The Environmental Health Pro- 
gram requests that Tribal citizens call 
them at (954) 965-1300, Ext. 10326 
with any environmental health issues. 
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| THE HEALTHY SENIOR BY FRED CICETTI 


Beware the Dangers of Extreme Heat 


BY BRIAN BROWN 

Contributing Writer 


[Editor s Note: Fred Cicetti is a syndicated col- 
umnist who writes about issues concerning senior 
citizens ’ health. This is parts 1 and 2 of a 2-part col- 
umn about understanding sunscreens and sun expo- 
sure. The opinions he expresses are his own. If you 
would like to ask a question, please write to fred@ 
healthygeezer.com. All Rights Reserved ©2009 by 
Fred Cicetti.] 

Q: There are lots of sunblocks out there with SPF 
numbers on them. What exactly do these numbers 
mean? 

A: Sunblocks, or sunscreens, work to prevent the 
damage of ultraviolet (UV) rays, an invisible compo- 
nent of sunlight. There are three types of UV rays: 
UVA, UVB and UVC. 

UVA is the most abundant of the three ultravio- 
let rays at the earth’s surface. These rays penetrate 
through the outer skin. Many of the UVB rays are 
absorbed by the stratospheric ozone layer, so there 
aren’t as many of these at the earth’s surface as the 
UVA rays. UVB rays don’t penetrate as far as UVA 
rays but are still harmful. UVC radiation is extremely 
hazardous to skin, but it is completely absorbed by 
the ozone layer. 

Sunburn and suntan are signs of skin damage. 
Suntans appear after the sun’s rays have already killed 
some cells and damaged others. UV rays do more 
harm than damaging skin. They can also cause cata- 
racts, wrinkles, age spots, and skin cancer. 

Sunscreens are given SPF (Sun Protection Fac- 
tor) ratings that tell you how well they protect you 
from damaging rays from the sun. The SPF ratings 
can be as low as 2 and as high as 100 or more. 

Here’s how the ratings work: If you apply a sun- 
screen rated at SPF 2, you will double the time it takes 
for your skin to bum. A sunscreen rated at SPF 1 5 will 
multiply the burning time by 15. 

Dermatologists strongly recommend using a 
broad-spectrum (UVA and UVB protection) sun- 
screen with an SPF of 15 or greater year-round for 
all skin types. 

The SPF number indicates the screening ability 
for UVB rays only. Research is being to done to es- 
tablish a system to measure UVA protection. 

There is a point of diminishing returns with sun- 
screens. Here’s how it goes: 

A sunscreen with an SPF of 2 screens 50 percent 
of UVB rays; a sunscreen with an SPF of 15 screens 
93 percent of UVB rays; a sunscreen with an SPF of 
30 screens 97 percent of UVB rays, a sunscreen with 
an SPF of 50 blocks 98 percent of UVB rays; and, a 
sunscreen with an SPF of 100 or more blocks 99 per- 
cent of UVB rays. 

Not applying enough sunscreen can seriously 
reduce your protection. You should use an ounce, 
or about a palm’s full, on your body to gain the full 
protection indicated by the SPF on the product. Also, 
dermatologists advise reapplication every two hours 
or after swimming or sweating. 

It seems logical that, if you use half the required 
sunscreen, you will get only half the protection, but 
that doesn’t seem to be true. A study in the British 
Journal of Dermatology found that you get the protec- 
tion of only the square root of the SPF. So, in theory, 
if you use a half ounce of sunscreen rated at 64, you 
won’t get the protection of an SPF 32, but only the 
protection of an SPF 8. 

In addition to applying a sunscreen, you should 
protect yourself by avoiding the sun between 10 a.m. 


and 4 p.m., wearing protective clothing and wrap- 
around sunglasses, avoiding sunlamps and tanning 
beds, and checking your skin regularly for changes 
in the size, shape, color or feel of birthmarks, moles 
and spots. 

Ultraviolet (UV) rays, an invisible component of 
sunlight, can cause skin damage, cataracts, wrinkles, 
age spots, and skin cancer. These rays also impair the 
skin’s immune system. 

UV rays can hurt you on cloudy as well as sunny 
days. UV rays also bounce off surfaces of the ocean, 
sand, snow and cement. 

One of the surest ways to reduce your exposure 
to UV rays is to stay out of the sun when it is the 
strongest. Those times in North America are between 

10 a.m. and 4 p.m. in the late spring and early sum- 
mer. 

Other ways to protect yourself are to wear 
protective clothing, such as a wide-brimmed hat, 
long-sleeved shirt and long pants. You should use a 
sunscreen rated at SPF 15 or more. Eye doctors rec- 
ommend wraparound sunglasses that provide 100 
percent UV ray protection. 

You should also pay attention to the UV Index 
developed by the National Weather Service and the 
Environmental Protection Agency. This index assess- 
es risk of overexposure to UV rays. 

The UV Index is calculated daily and is reported 
by the press. It can be found at: http://www.epa.gov/ 
sunwise/uvindex.html, where you can plug in your 
own zip code to find out the index rating in your area. 

The following are the index levels: 2 or less: low 
danger for the average person, 3-5: moderate risk of 
harm, 6-7: high risk of harm, 8-10: very high risk of 
harm, and, 11 or more: extreme risk of harm. 

It is possible to go outside when the UV Index is 

1 1 or higher but you must be sure to take every step 
possible to protect yourself, meaning use sunscreen 
and wear hats, long sleeves and sunglasses. 

Not everyone reacts to the sun in the same way. 
The level of danger calculated for the basic categories 
of the UV Index are for a person with Type II skin. 

The following is a list of the skin types: I: always 
bums, never tans, sensitive to sun exposure, II: bums 
easily, tans minimally, III: bums moderately, tans 
gradually to light brown, IV: bums minimally, always 
tans well to moderately brown, V: rarely bums, tans 
profusely to dark, and, VI: Never bums, deeply pig- 
mented, least sensitive 

What is a suntan? 

When UV rays penetrate the skin’s inner layer 
they generate the production of melanin, a dark pig- 
ment. The melanin eventually moves toward the outer 
layers of the skin and becomes visible as a tan. Every 
time you tan, you damage your skin and this damage 
accumulates over time. 

There is no safe tan. What some call a “base tan” 
may actually increase the chances you’ll get a bum, 
because you’re likely to stay out longer without prop- 
erly protecting your skin. 

You should stay away from tanning beds and sun- 
lamps because they emit UV rays that can cause seri- 
ous long-term skin damage. The amount of the radia- 
tion produced during indoor tanning is similar to the 
sun’s production and in some cases may be greater. 

Many tanning salons are unregulated. They allow 
customers access to tanning beds without supervision 
or eye protection. 


[Editor s Note: Brian Brown is the Tribe s Chief of 
the EMS Division. The opinions he expresses are his 
own. If you would like to ask a question, please write to 
brianbrown@sem tribe, com.] 

Our bodies normally cool by sweating. But under 
some conditions, sweating just isn’t enough. In such 
cases, a person’s body temperature rises rapidly. Very 
high body temperatures may damage the brain or other 
vital organs and can lead to death. 

Several factors affect your body’s ability to cool 
itself during extremely hot weather. When the humid- 
ity is high, sweat doesn’t evaporate as quickly, which 
prevents your body from releasing heat quickly. Other 
conditions related to risk include age, obesity, fever, 
dehydration, heart disease, mental illness, poor circu- 
lation, sunburn and prescription drug and alcohol use. 

After the storm, it’s important to balance your 
clean-up activities with measures that help your body’s 
cooling mechanisms and prevent heat-related illness 

What Is Extreme Heat? 

Temperatures that are 10 degrees or more above the 
average high temperature for your region and last for 
several weeks are defined as extreme heat. Excessively 
dry and hot conditions can provoke dust storms and low 
visibility. Droughts occur when a long period passes 
without substantial rainfall. A heat wave combined with 
a drought is a very dangerous situation. 

During Hot Weather 

To protect your health when temperatures are ex- 
tremely high, remember to keep cool and use common 
sense. The following tips are important: 

Drink Plenty of Fluids 

During hot weather you’ll need to increase your 
fluid intake, regardless of your activity level. Don’t wait 
until you’re thirsty to drink. In a hot environment, drink 
two to four glasses at 16-32 ounces each of cool fluids 
each hour. If your doctor generally limits the amount of 
fluid you drink or has you on water pills, ask how much 
you should drink while the weather is hot. 

Avoid Alcoholic, Sugary Beverages 

Don’t drink liquids that contain alcohol or large 
amounts of sugar. They actually cause you to lose more 
body fluid. Also avoid very cold drinks, because they 
can cause stomach cramps. 

Replace Salt and Minerals 

Heavy sweating removes salt and minerals from 
the body. These are necessary for your body and must 
be replaced. If you must exercise, drink two to four 
glasses of cool, non-alcoholic fluids each hour. A sports 
beverage can replace the salt and minerals you lose in 
sweat. However, if you are on a low-salt diet, talk with 
your doctor before drinking a sports beverage or taking 
salt tablets. 

Wear Appropriate Clothing and Sunscreen 

Choose lightweight, light-colored and loose-fitting 
clothing. Besides causing pain and skin damage, sun- 
bum affects your body’s ability to cool itself and causes 
a loss of body fluids. If you must go outdoors, protect 
yourself from the sun by wearing a wide-brimmed hat, 
which also keeps you cooler, along with sunglasses and 
apply sunscreen of SPF 1 5 or higher 30 minutes prior to 
going out. Continue to reapply it according to the pack- 
age directions. 

Schedule Outdoor Activities Carefully 

If you must be outdoors, try to limit your outdoor 
activity to morning and evening hours. Try to rest often 


in shady areas so that your body’s thermostat will have 
a chance to recover. 

Pace Yourself 

If you aren’t used to working in a hot environment, 
start slowly and pick up the pace gradually. If exer- 
tion in the heat makes your heart pound and leaves you 
gasping for breath, stop all activity. Get into a cool area 
or at least into the shade and rest, especially if you be- 
come lightheaded, confused, weak or faint. 

Stay Cool Indoors 

Stay indoors and, if at all possible, stay in an air 
conditioned place. If your home doesn’t have air condi- 
tioning, try to go to the shopping mall or public library. 
Even a few hours spent in air conditioning can help 
your body stay cooler when you go back into the heat. 
Electric fans provide some comfort, but when the tem- 
perature is in the high 90s, fans will not prevent heat- 
related illness. Taking a cool shower or moving to an 
air conditioned place is a much better way to cool off. 

Use the Buddy System 

When working in the heat, monitor the condition 
of your neighbors and have someone do the same for 
you. Heat-induced illness can cause a person to become 
confused or lose consciousness. If you’re 65 years of 
age or older, have someone check on you twice a day. If 
you know someone in this age group, check on them at 
least twice a day. 

Monitor Those at High Risk 

Although anyone can suffer from heat-related ill- 
ness, some people are at greater risk than others. Visit 
these individuals at least twice a day and watch them 
for signs of heat exhaustion or heat stroke. Infants and 
young children need much more frequent watching. 

Infants and children up to 4 years of age are sensi- 
tive to the effects of high temperatures and need others 
to provide adequate liquids. 

People 65 years of age or older may not compen- 
sate for heat stress efficiently and are less likely to sense 
and respond to changes in temperature. 

People who are overweight may be prone to heat 
sickness because they tend to retain more body heat. 

People who overexert during work or exercise may 
become dehydrated and susceptible to heat sickness. 

People who are physically ill, especially with heart 
disease or high blood pressure, or who take certain 
medications, such as for depression, insomnia, or poor 
circulation, may be affected by extreme heat. 

Adjust to the Environment 

Keep in mind that any sudden change in tem- 
perature will be stressful to your body. You will have 
a greater tolerance for heat if you limit your physical 
activity until you become accustomed to the heat. If you 
travel to a hotter climate, allow several days to become 
acclimated before attempting any vigorous activity and 
work up to it gradually. 

Use Common Sense 

Remember to keep cool and use common sense: 

Avoid hot foods and heavy meals that add heat. 

Drink plenty of fluids and replace salts and miner- 
als in your body. 

Dress infants and children in cool, loose clothing 
and shade their heads and faces. 

Limit sun exposure during mid-day hours and in 
places of potential severe exposure such as beaches. 

Do not leave children, or pets in a parked car. 

Provide plenty of fresh water for your pets, and 
leave the water in a shady area. 

Even short periods of high temperatures can cause 
serious health problems. 


SEEKING ORAL HISTORIES 
FOR MUSEUM COLLECTION AND 
VETERAN'S MEMORIAL BUILDING EXHIBIT 


The Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum is seeking to conduct oral history interviews with Seminole 
veterans and family members of veterans. The interviews will become a part of the existing 
oral history collection of the Tribal M useum. In the interview, you may choose what you 
would like to speak about. If you give permission, the interview might be considered for 
use in the exhibits to be created within the new Veteran's Memorial Building in Brighton. 
We hope that Seminole veterans will share stories for the benefit of current and future 
generations, as we look to honor your dedication and service. 

.. 

w 


To participate contact: 

]£ f A 

Elizabeth Lowman 
0 ral H istory Coordinator 
Phone: 863-903-1113 ext. 12210 
elizabethlowman@ senhtribe.com 



SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA 

^ : TA^THI_KI 

A PLACE T Q LEARN, A PLACE TO REMEMBER. 
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Tribal Martial 
Artists Advance 
in Program 

BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 


Former National Football League Oakland Raider Charles Jackson (L) plays quarterback as his team scrambles to catch the football. 

Tribal Youth Learn Football Tips from NFL Pros 

Seminole Clinic Features Santana Moss , Charles Jackson 


BIG CYPRESS — Three months after 
initiating the Big Cypress Martial Arts Pro- 
gram, students were recognized for their ac- 
complishments at the Fitness Dome on July 7. 

A mixed martial arts and Brazilian Jiu-Jit- 
su coach, Luis Gutierrez accepted the position 
of instructor for the program in Big Cypress 
that emphasizes safety, fitness and fun. 

“I have taught competitive athletes, mili- 
tary and police, but my first love is working 
with children,” Gutierrez said. “Martial arts 
are a lifelong commitment that builds char- 
acter, confidence, physical fitness and self es- 
teem.” 

“I call my philosophy ‘Play is the Way’ 
and prohibit striking,” Gutierrez continued. 
“Our exercises are all grappling, which is less 
dramatic, and the students are taught not to 
overreact, but focus and balance. Learning to 
separate rage from aggression is a major ob- 
jective.” 

Beginning their session, the students did 
a bow in and warm up and stretching session 
that incorporated postures and moves from 
yoga and karate. Covering basic punches, take 
downs, foot work, dominant positions and the 
point system for grading, the class was cor- 
rected whenever necessary but never discour- 
aged. Following the work out, there were no 
sore losers and everyone shook hands. 

Please see MARTIAL ARTS on page 3C 


BY ELIZABETH LEIBA 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Tribal youth ran wind sprints, 
did speed and agility drills and learned teamwork at the 
Family Football Clinic on June 12. 

More than 20 youngsters participated in the clinic 
held on the Hollywood Ball Field and hosted by the Hol- 
lywood Recreation Dept. The all-day event was spon- 
sored by the Tribal Council with help from the Chaka’s 
Stars Foundation and the Moss Foundation, founded by 
NFL Washington Redskins wide receiver Santana Moss. 

Moss said the camp gave him a chance to reach out 
to a group of children that he had never touched before 
with his foundation. 

“Kids all over watch us and wonder who we are and 
how they can be us,” Moss said. “I’ve dreamed and I’ve 
kept that dream. You don’t get to every kid but the one 
you do reach can become me.” 

Moss explained that one of the main goals of his 
foundation is to fight childhood obesity and encourage 
proper nutrition and eating healthy food and snacks. 

“TV ratings are at an all-time high but they are kill- 
ing our kids,” Moss said. “It’s strange that you don’t see 
kids outside on days like this.” 

Despite the more than 90 degree temperature, boys 
and girls alike participated in the drills and mini scrim- 
mage coordinated by Moss. 

Hollywood Recreation Dept. Director Moses “Bigg” 
Jumper Jr. said the camp was a unique opportunity. 

“They get a chance to see Santana Moss, get a 
chance to play and get some good coaching,” Jumper 
said. “Just getting alongside these guys is a good thing.” 

The youth took full advantage of the instruction from 
the players, including former Oakland Raider Charles 
Jackson. Jackson explained that the lessons learned from 
participating in these types of camps apply both on and 
off the football field. 

“You have to be a team player wherever you go,” 
Jackson explained. “It taught me leadership and how not 
to be a follower, but also how to be a follower if neces- 


After the youth were put through their paces by the 
coaches, they headed inside to the Boys & Girls Club for 
a question and answer session with Moss. Questions ran 
the gamut from how many touch downs he has scored to 
how much money he makes. 

Participants also had an opportunity to answer ques- 
tions to win a signed football from Moss. Keishawn 
Stewart won a football for correctly identifying the tra- 
ditional sport of the Seminole Tribe — stickball. Austin 
Lewis also won a football when he correctly guessed the 


year Moss was drafted into the NFL. 

Tribal citizen Suraiya Smith, one of the clinic’s or- 
ganizers, hopes to hold similar events in the future. Her 
organization, Chaka’s Stars Foundation was founded in 
2007 and provides youth enrichment programs and ser- 
vices. Most recently the organization held a charity golf 
tournament in Okeechobee, Fla. on May 9. 

“We just want to get kids to interact and be drug 
free,” Smith emphasized. “You can be whatever you 
want as long as you keep your head up and stay focused.” 


Elizabeth Leiba 

Washington Redskins wide receiver Santana Moss (C) speaks to the Tribal youth about the importance of perseverance and 
teamwork at the Family Football Clinic, held June 12 at the Hollywood Ball Field. 
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Students practice warm-up exercises at the Big 
Cypress Fitness Dome. 



EIRA Remembers Josiah Johns at Memorial Rodeo 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Native rodeo competitors 
from all over the Eastern Circuit participated in the 
Eastern Indian Rodeo Association (EIRA) champi- 
onship Josiah Johns Memorial Rodeo, held July 3 at 
the Fred Smith Rodeo Arena. 

The event, which honored the late Seminole 
cowboy, was sponsored by the Brighton community. 

“What a great cowboy and great leader of the 
Seminole Tribe,” said Norman Edwards, rodeo an- 
nouncer and a friend of Johns. “Tonight is in honor 
of him and we will do the best we can to pay trib- 
ute.” 


The night began with the children competing in 
the non- sanctioned events. 

The little ones started things off with the mut- 
ton bustin’ event. Pony riding, calf riding and steer 
riding all lead to the junior bull riding where the 
young adults rode with the hopes of one day being 
a great champion bull rider. Chute riding and barrel 
racing followed with much support from the family 
members in the stands. 

Parents and grandparents offered guidance with 
shouts of “bring him home” heard throughout the 
arena. 

Junior breakaway and junior and senior steer 
un-decorating completed the non-sanctioned events, 
as the adults got ready to enter the arena for sanc- 
tioned competition. 

Indian rodeo 
hopefuls competed 
for the first place title 
and silver and gold 
belt buckle, along 
with the yearlong 
championship brag- 
ging rights. 

William Bearden 
was the first cowboy 
to snag a champion- 
ship title, winning 
the junior bareback 
event with a 69 point 
ride. Jacoby Johns 
followed in the adult 
division with a score 
of 78 points. 

Tyler Humble 
put the saddle on for 
the win in the saddle 
bronc event, scor- 
ing an amazing 77 
points. 


“I’d like to thank the Seminole Tribe for put- 
ting on all these events,” said Humble after his 
ride. 

Ivan Bruised Head and Naha Jumper were 
neck and neck in the steer wrestling competition 
with only a tenth of a second separating them. 
Bruised Head, however, went on to win the buckle. 

Naha Jumper wasn’t discouraged and was 
able to win his buckle and championship, roping 
his calf in 15.2 seconds in the calf roping event. 

The women finally made their way into the 
arena to compete in the breakaway event. With 
a 20 second time limit and a one loop rule, Trina 
Harris blew away the competition in 4.1 seconds, 
securing the champion title and prize-winning belt 
buckle. 

The Legend’s Division breakaway roping 
event followed, with Billy Joe Johns snapping it 
hard for a 7.8 second win. 

The cowboys then partnered up to compete in 
the team roping event. 

Header Marvin Bowers and heeler Todd Johns 
took the lead with 11.8 seconds going into the 
slack. The team of Justin Gopher and Hilliard Go- 
pher, however, had a 1 second better run, finishing 
with a time of 10.8. Ultimately, the team of Josh 
Jumper and Naha Jumper had the fastest time, 8.2 
seconds, and took home the buckles. 

The barrels were brought out as the ladies 
raced their way to impressive finishes in the bar- 
rel racing competition. Carrera Gopher raced her 
way to the top going into the slack. Lorreta Peter- 
son was able to take the first place finish in 16.066 
seconds competing in the slack and walking away 
with the silver and gold belt buckle. 

As the crowd got ready for the bull riding ac- 
tion, Dayne Johns took his 8 second ride to the top. 
He scored 74 points, taking the EIRA champion- 
ship bull riding title. 




Rachel Buxton 

Dayne Johns ends the rodeo with an 8 second ride and championship title. 
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Rachel Buxton 

Kelton Smedley places first in his heat and sixth overall in the 100 meter dash event at the track meet, held June 27 at Lake Brantley High School. 


Pemayetv Emahakv Students Compete at 
State-Level Hershey’s® Track & Field Meet 


BY RACHE L BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

ALTAMONTE SPRINGS, Fla. — Five Pemayetv Ema- 
hakv students traveled to Lake Brantley High School in Altamonte 
Springs, Fla. on June 27 to compete in the Hershey’s® Track and 
Field State-Level Meet. 

“This is a good thing we are doing for the kids today,” said 
event coordinator Carol Hardemon. “This is about the kids, not the 
parents.” 

Sean Osceola, Kelton Smedley, Cheyenne Nunez, Lahna Seda- 
tol-Baker and Odessa King all fought for a chance to make it to 
Nationals, which takes place in Hershey, Pa., July 30- Aug. 2. 

Osceola placed first in the Boys 9-10 year old Softball Throw 
category, throwing the ball 128.5 feet. Osceola said he thanks his 
dad for his accomplishment. 

“I practiced a lot,” Osceola said. “I would work with my dad 
out in the field.” 

Osceola’s father, Reno, admits the two did practice often. 

“When we’re around the house and have nothing going on 
we’ll go out and throw 20 to 30 minutes a day,” Reno Osceola said. 

Osceola now has the chance to advance to national competi- 


tion but will have to wait to find out in the coming weeks if he made 
it based on other track meet results in surrounding regional states. 

“Makes me proud to be a parent,” Reno Osceola said. “It shows 
what can happen by working with your kid and supporting them.” 

The Charter School’s other competitors made impressive fin- 
ishes as well. 

Smedley placed sixth overall in the 100 meter dash and third 
in the 800 meter run. 

Nunez competed in the 200 meter dash and placed fifth overall. 
She also beat her local meet result time by almost two seconds. 

Sedatol-Baker also placed fifth in her event, the 400 meter run, 
and decreased her time by almost six seconds. 

The relay team of Nunez, Sedatol-Baker and King faced the 
challenge of having to replace their teammate Tamea Allen whom 
they had competed with in the last two meets. Unfortunately, Allen 
was unable to make it to the meet and was replaced by Okeechobee 
youth Jordan Lawlis of North Elementary. 

“We have a pretty good team,” said Sedatol-Baker. “I’m so 
glad she came.” 

Lawlis started the relay handing the baton over to King who 
passed it to Sedatol-Baker. Baker made the handoff to Nunez who 
finished off the race securing the team a fourth place finish. 



Rachel Buxton 

Lahna Sedatol-Baker crosses the finish line and beats her previous time by 6 seconds. 



Tribal Youngsters Take Fishing Trip 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

FT. MYERS BEACH, Fla. — The Immokalee 
Seminole Ranch sponsored a fishing trip for the youth 
of the Immokalee community on June 10 with the as- 
sistance of the Recreation Dept. 

Boarding their bus early in the morning, the ex- 
pectant anglers were transported to Ft. Myers Beach 
alongside the Sanibel Causeway. While some had their 
own equipment, this was a first time experience for 
others. 

Prior to fishing, the chaperones distributed a wide 
selection of fishing gear and gave a short lecture on 
safety and responsibility. 

Casting their lines into the surf along the beach, 
the youngsters hooked into some interesting catches. A 
boot, seaweed, horseshoe crab and sea fans were reeled 
in, but no fish. Changing location, the youngsters filed 
out onto the catwalk of the Sanibel Causeway and their 
luck immediately turned around. 

The chaperones moved back and forth down the 
line of fisherman to a chorus of “Help Me!” and “I’m 
Okay!” For them it was a steady job of untangling 
lines, baiting hooks and helping to remove fish, but 
they enjoyed every minute of it as they watched the 
children have the time of their lives. 

Hungry and thirsty, the group walked back down 
to the beach for a little rest and relaxation that included 
a picnic lunch before taking up their poles to challenge 
the fish one more time 



Jennifer Ramos 

Damian Escobar reels in his catch. He was one of several 
youth who went fishing on the Sanibel Causeway Bridge. 


Shelley Marmor 

Jack Wilson, who tied for second place in the tournament with 9.5 total pounds of bass caught, waits for a bite. 


Miccosukee Recreation Hosts Fishing Tournament 

Theo Thomas Takes First, Raymond Tigertail Biggest Bass 


BY SHELLEY MARMOR 

Staff Reporter 

TAMIAMI TRAIL — About 25 fishing enthusi- 
asts competed in the first annual Bass Fishing Tourna- 
ment, held June 13, and sponsored by the Miccosukee 
Tribe’s Recreation Dept. 

The competition was open to all Miccosukee, 
Seminole and community members. 

Competitors began fishing at first daylight in the 
waters that stretch from the Collier County Line to 40 
Mile Bend. They had until 7:30 p.m. to catch as many 
fish as they could. 

After each competitor finished fishing the brought 
their catch to the back of the Miccosukee Restaurant to 
be weighed. At the tournament’s end, they competitors 
also dined at the restaurant together. 

First through third place awards went to the three 
men who caught the most weight in fish and a Big Bass 
Award went to the competitor who caught the largest 
single fish. 

First place finisher Theo Thomas caught 10 
pounds worth of bass and Jake Keyser and Jack Wilson 
each caught 9.5 pounds for a second-place tie. Ray- 
mond Tigertail caught the largest fish and won the Big 
Bass Award with his 5 pound catch. 

Andrew Bert Jr., assistant director of the Micco- 
sukee Recreation Dept., organized the tournament. He 
said he wanted to have a fishing tournament because 
they are not the norm in his area. 


“Most tournaments down here are basketball,” 
Bert said. “So we wanted to bring other sports here 
too.” 

For more information on upcoming Miccosukee 
Tribe Recreation Dept, tournaments please contact An- 
drew Bert Jr. at (305) 934-2712. 



Shelley Marmor 

James Clay fishes for bass in the Miccosukee Tribe’s first 
annual Bass Fishing Tournament on June 13. 


Jennifer Ramos 

Immokalee children and their chaperones participate in a day of fun in the sun while fishing at Ft. Myers Beach. 
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MARTIAL ARTS 

From page 1C 


Then Gutierrez called student Sierra 
Bowers to the front. 

“Today’s activities were closely ob- 
served as a test,” he said. “Sierra Bowers 


has learned her initial fundamental core and 
earned the first yellow belt in Big Cypress.” 

Removing her white belt, the instructor 
replaced it with a yellow one. 

Richard Billie and Rebecca Wolf were 
awarded their first stripes and Blue Sky Fri- 
day earned her third stripe. 

“The student enrollment in our pro- 
gram has increased dra- 
matically over the past 
three months,” Gutierrez 
said. “Kids need some- 
thing better in their lives 
than drugs. Good things 
like sports, dance or mu- 
sic can become habit 
forming, too. My goal is 
to get them into a good 
habit today before they 
can develop a bad habit.” 

Participants in the 
Big Cypress Martial Arts 
Program are divided into 
three age groups, 5-8, 
9-12 and 12-15 years old. 

“Some of these 
youngsters are beginners 
and others have previous 
experience,” Gutierrez 
explained. “Not being 
familiar with their back- 
grounds, I have started 
everyone out with a white 
belt. Following a trial pe- 
riod of evaluation, they 
will be elevated accord- 
ing to their skills. Some 
of our students have made 
considerable progress and 
they are being recognized 
here today.” 


Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Assistant Sharlene Quezada watches as instructor Luis Gutier- 
rez awards the first yellow belt in the Big Cypress Martial Arts Pro- 
gram to Sierra Bowers. 



Some of the Big Cypress martial arts students assemble with their instructors. 



Tribe Hosts Truck Pull Competition 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The loud roar of 
engines, acid smell of burning fuel and 
shouts of encouragement and jubilation 
filled the Junior Cypress Arena on the 
evening of June 13 with the arrival of the 
Southwest Florida Truck Pull event. 

A veteran of this rapidly growing 
sport, Raymond Garza Sr. expressed what 
he loves about truck pulling. 

“I’ve always enjoyed good trucks 
that can get the job done whether they’re 
on the highway, in the woods or pulling 
a loaded trailer through a pasture,” Garza 
said. “When I was young, one of my fa- 
vorite pastimes was getting together with 
my buddies and putting our vehicles to the 
test in the nearest mud hole, down in the 
water or peeling rubber at the races.” 

Pointing to the arena lined with trucks 
of all kinds, shapes and sizes, Garza 
laughed: “The rush that comes with the 
burst of power and the competitive atmo- 
sphere are still the same, but the mechani- 
cal modifications and financial investment 
have risen with time. There’s an old say- 
ing, ‘the older the boys, the bigger the 
toys.’ But most of all, we’ve come here to 
have a good time.” 

A steady stream of monster trucks had 
completed their weigh in and equipment 
inspection, which divided the contestants 
into categories to compete against their 
peers. Small and big block gasoline en- 


gines, and stock and outlaw diesel engines 
were separated from road ready, super 
modified and exhibition classes. 

A broad spectrum of the finest ma- 
chines in the truck industry lined the arena 
with no particular make or model taking 
precedence. Modifications including tire 
changes, frame adjustments, transmis- 
sions, rear end and engine enhancement 
were made with one goal in mind — in- 
creasing the pulling power and guts of 
their vehicles. 

Contestants took turns pulling a large 
sled that has a 28,000 pound weight ad- 
justment to accommodate each class. 

One by one, they hooked up to the 
sled and dragged it down the arena floor as 
the weight gradually increased until their 
vehicle reached the point where it couldn’t 
pull any further. Achieving maximum 
power, the strain of the engines vibrated 
the arena and spectators. 

Competing in the 5,500 pound small 
block stock division, Mark Billie, Kelly 
Youngblood and Cody Billie put their con- 
fidence in Ford trucks. 

Osceola Billie joined the competition 
in the 6,750 pound big block stock and ran 
against Kelly Youngblood, who took an 
impressive third place in his black Ford. 

It was a tough night for Raymond 
Garza, Sr. and Lonnie Billie in their big 
block modified Fords. Billie faltered two 
thirds of the way down the arena during 
his second run. Experimenting with some 
changes, Garza broke down before com- 


pleting his pull and will be making some 
alterations prior to entering his next race. 

Stealing the show during the heavy 
truck exhibition of 8,000 pounds plus 
were Alvin Buster’s green Dodge, Jamie 
Onco’s silver Ford and Michael Doctor’s 
black Dodge. 



Lonnie Billie weighs-in his blue and white Ford 
to determine his truck’s classification. 
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Annual Candy Osceola Memorial 
Pool Tournament Held 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

The first phase of the 13 th annual Candy Osceo- 
la Memorial Pool Tournament was held at the Hol- 
lywood Gym on May 15 with the Senior and Youth 
Divisions competing. The Adult Division play took 
place at the Immokalee Ranch Billiard Hall on July 
1 1 to finalize the tournament. 

Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceo- 
la Jr. sponsored the 8-Ball portion and Big Cypress 
Tribal Council Rep. David Cypress handled the 
9-Ball at the all Indian shoot-out, held in memory of 
Candy Osceola. 

Juanita Osceola recalled highlights of her 
daughter’s life. 

“It seems like yesterday that Candy was here 
poking fun at us, laughing and bubbling over with 
energy,” Osceola said. “She was like sunshine in our 
lives and I am reminded of her daily in the smiling 
faces of her children.” 

“Candy was a terrific mother to her two little 
boys and we have had to work hard to fill her shoes,” 
Osceola added, putting her arm around her grandson, 
Justin. “J.T. is already 17, and Nelson just recently 
turned 1 9. It is unfortunate that she never had the op- 
portunity to see these boys turn into men and missed 
the arrival of her first grandson, David Merrick.” 

Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. David Cypress 
said: “These young men carry her blood and through 
them she will always be remembered. She may be 
gone but Candy did not leave without doing her part 
to carry on her heritage.” 


Results of the 13th Annual 

Candv Osceola Memorial 

Pool Tournament 

8- Ball: Senior Women: 1 . Laura Clay, 2. Annie Jumper, 

3. Diana OnlyAChief, 4. Jane Freeman, 5. Esther Buster; 
Senior Men: 1 . George Grasshopper, 2. David Cypress, 3. 

Joe Yeahpau, 4. Joe Billie, 5. Gary Clay. 

Women: 1 . Theresa Nunez, 2. Phalyn Osceola, 3. Virginia 
Billie, 4. DoniaAntuna, 5. Jane Freeman; Men: 1. Jack 
Billie, 2. David Cypress, 3. Charles Osceola, 4. Roy Snow, 
5. Jadrien Antuna. 

Junior Girls: 1 . Jessica Osceola, 2. Ravenne Osceola, 3. 
Leandra Mora, 4. Deidra Hall, 5. Mailani Perez; Junior 
Boys: 1 . Joshua Boromei, 2. Charlie John, 3. Rhett Tiger, 4. 
Neko Osceola, 5. Daniel Rodriguez. 

9- Ball: Women: 1 . Phalyn Osceola, 2. Virginia Billie, 3. 
Louise Osceola, 4. Donnia Antuna, 5. Theresa Nunez; Men: 

1 . Raymond Garza, Sr., 2. Jack Billie, 3. George Grasshop- 

per, 4. Boogie Nunez, 5. Leon Micco. 

Scotch Doubles: Adults: 1 . Roy Snow and Theresa Nunez, 

2. Daniel Gopher and Jane Freeman, 3. Raymond Garza Sr. 
and Virginia Billie, 4. Joe Billie and Louise Billie, 5. Jadrien 

Antuna and Donnia Antuna; Seniors: 1 . Jimmie Bert and 
Jane Doctor, 2. David Cypress and Laura Clay, 3. Lonnie 
Billie and Louise Osceola, 4. Joe Billie and Annie Jumper, 
5. Keeno King and Betty Osceola. 



Judy Weeks 

Members of Candy Osceola’s family, (L-R) Jennie Billie, Robert Osceola, Juanita Osceola, Carlene DiCarlo, Phalyn Osceola and 
Russell Osceola, gather in her memory. 



(L-R) Joe J. Billie watches as Chairman Mitchell Cypress contemplates his next shot during the 13th annual Edna Cypress 
Pool Tournament, held in memory of the Chairman’s late sister. 


Competitors Attend 13th Annual 
Edna Cypress Pool Tournament 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — Pool enthusiasts congregated 
at the Immokalee Seminole Ranch Billiard Hall for the 
13th annual Edna Cypress Pool Tournament on June 
20. 

This year’s tournament included Men’s and 
Women’s Divisions with both 8- and 9-Ball competi- 
tions, as well as Scotch Doubles. Prizes and trophies 
went to the first through fifth place winners, and all 
participants received a commemorative T-shirt. 

In Men’s 8-Ball play, Juan Encamacion, Ricky 
Martinez, Glen Olson, David Cypress and Roy Gar- 
za Jr., respectively, captured the top five spots. First 
through fifth in the Women’s 8-Ball competition went 
to Sherry King, Shelly Harrison, Nina Frias, Jennifer 
Jumper and Juanita Osceola. 

Glen Olson, Juan Encamacion, Willie McBride, 
Greg Anderson and Shawn Jones placed first through 
fifth in Men’s 9-Ball, while Shelly Harrison, Sherry 
King, Louise Osceola, Nina Frias and Jennifer Jump- 
er, respectively, won for the women. 

Glen Olson and Kathy Breland captured top hon- 
ors in Scotch Doubles play. 

Immokalee Board of Directors Liaison Delores 
Jumper coordinated the event, with the assistance of 
her granddaughter, Nina Frias. 

“Edna Cypress was one of my best friends and 
her memory will always be with me,” Liaison Jumper 
said. “We worked, played and raised our children to- 
gether. She was one of those rare individuals who were 
always helping others and reaching out to her friends.” 


“Times were hard back then and if she had some- 
thing, we all shared in it,” she added. “That’s how 
it was in her family. Her mother, Mary Frances, and 
niece, Michele, always put others first.” 

Providing an example of her friend’s generosity, 
Liaison Jumper said: “I had been in an automobile ac- 
cident and after leaving the hospital, I was confined to 
a wheelchair for a while. She came every day to check 
on me and helped care for my family. When others 
would have left me behind, she wouldn’t even con- 
sider it. She would load up my wheelchair and away 
we’d go.” 

Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. David Cypress 
recalled his sister. 

“My sister Edna lived life to the fullest,” he said. 
“During the worst of times, you could count on her for 
a laugh and she always saw the best in everyone. As 
secretary at the Ahfachkee School, she invested years 
in helping to educate the children of Big Cypress, 
while raising her own family, Patrick, Jonell, Arnold, 
and her grandniece, Margie.”' 

Edna’s other brother, Chairman Mitchell Cypress, 
also reminisced about his sister. 

“You might say that Edna put a happy face on 
life,” said Chairman Cypress. “She was quick to rec- 
ognize a challenge and realized that education was a 
key to helping Native Americans earn their rightful 
place in society.” 

“She went to grade school here and high school in 
Oklahoma before accepting a student secretarial job in 
Washington, DC,” he continued. “Sharing her educa- 
tional skills, she returned to Big Cypress to work at the 
school and inspire others.”' 
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Tribal July Fourth Golf Tournament 
Draws Numerous Competitors 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

NAPLES — Originally scheduled for play in 
Clewiston, the Fourth of July Golf Tournament suffered 
a last minute relocation to Heritage Bay in Naples on 
July 3. 

Torrential summer downpours created major flood- 
ing problems on the original course and necessitated its 
closing. Living in a sub-tropical climate, avid golfers 
take changes in stride and point themselves in a differ- 
ent direction without complaint as long as they get to 
play somewhere. 

Following registration, the players drew for part- 
ners in the Two Man Blind Draw Scramble and then 
headed for the links. 



(L-R) Raymond Garza Jr. and Mondo Tiger examine their clubs. 



Judy Weeks 


Ricky Doctor’s careful scrutiny of each shot helps him place 
second in the Two Man Scramble. 


First place went to Charlie Cypress and Duane 
Pratt by a very small margin, with Ricky Doctor and 
Raymond Garza Jr. coming in second. Partners Ray- 
mond Garza Sr. and Manuel Tiger filled the third slot 
with Bruce Pratt and Keeno King completing the roster. 

A favorite course for many of the Tribal players, 
Heritage Bay has 27 holes of beautifully maintained 
fairways and is one of the newest facilities within their 
playing radius. The Fourth of July Tournament teed off 
on the second nine holes known as The Pines, and then 
backtracked to the front nine to play The Oaks for the 
completion of the game. 

Good fortune followed the contestants around the 
course with plenty of sunshine and a gentle breeze 
throughout the round of golf. However, the play- 
ers watched the sky closely as menacing dark clouds 
formed several times and then drifted off to the east 
without incident. 

Returning to the club house for a buffet luncheon 
and tabulation of scores, the players got under cover 
just in time for the arrival of the impending storm. 



Laura Clay lines up behind the cue ball to make her shot. Clay placed fifth in the senior’s 8-Ball competition during the 
Fourth of July Pool Tournament, held July 3. 

Seminoles Compete in Fourth of July Pool Tourney 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Big Cypress Recreation 
Dept, coordinated several events in celebration of In- 
dependence Day in an effort to provide an opportunity 
for everyone to participate in the festivities. 

The Fourth of July Pool Tournament started off 
with a bang at noon at the Herman L. Osceola Gym- 
nasium on July 3. 

Open to Seminole Tribal citizens and invited 


guests only, the tournament drew a large crowd of par- 
ticipants and spectators eager to take part in one of 
their favorite pastimes. Twenty tables saw continuous 
action throughout the day and evening. 

The senior men and women had their own 8 -Ball 
Division, with many of the seniors returning for a 
chance to compete in the adult play. The teams for 
Scotch Doubles showed no distinction for age and fre- 
quently paired up adult and senior players for some 
exciting games. 


Results of the Fourth of 

July Pool Tournament 

8- Ball: Senior Women: 1 . Rena Blissett, 2. 
Jane Freeman, 3. Juanita Osceola, 4. Annie 
Jumper, 5. Laura Clay; Senior Men: 1 . Joe 
Billie, 2. Charley LaSarge, 3. Roy snow, 4. 

David Cypress, 5. Abel Salgado. 
Women: 1 . Phalyn Osceola, 2. Theresa 
Nunez, 3. Virginia Billie, 4. Jamie Onco, 5. 
Carlene DiCarlo; Men: 1 . Mike Dewitt, 2. 
Tony Bert, 3. Nick Tiger, 4. Vicente Villalo- 
bos, 5. Jack Billie. 

9- Ball: Women: 1 . Laura Clay, 2. Virginia 
Billie, 3. Theresa Nunez, 4. Tonya Jumper, 

5. Marissa Cypress; Men: 1 . Charley 
LaSarge, 2. Mario Posada, 3. Tony Bert, 4. 

Nick Tiger, 5. Abel Salgado. 

Scotch Doubles: 1 . Jack Billie and Phalyn 
Osceola, 2. David Cypress and Laura Clay, 
3. Fernando Silva and Esther Buster, 4. 
Kiko Villalobos and Rena Blissett, 5. Char- 
ley LaSarge and Jane Doctor. 



Judy Weeks 

BC Board Rep. Paul Bowers Sr. racks up the balls for a game of 8-Ball. 
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Seminoles Learn Disc Golf Tips from Pro 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — World Champion disc golfer 
Gregg Hosfeld conducted a disc golf clinic on the tem- 
porary course in the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum parking 
lot on the morning of July 4. 

A man of many talents, Hosfeld is a runner, yoga 
enthusiast, professional juggler and comedy club en- 
tertainer, in addition to competing in disc golf compe- 
titions around the world. 

Grabbing the attention of his audience, Hosfeld 
opened the clinic with several disc golf tricks and then 
provided a quick history of the game. 

“Disc golf is one of the fastest growing sports,” 
Hosfeld said. “Played much like traditional golf, a disc 
is thrown into a basket, as opposed to hitting a ball 
with a club. Rules and challenges are similar to play- 
ing with a ball and the object of the game is to get the 
disc into the target in the least number of throws.” 

“The beauty of the game is the fact that it is not 
necessary to be athletic, offers exercise, can be played 
by people with limited mobility and stimulates the 
competitive spirit that we all share,” Hosfeld contin- 
ued. “Using discs with a variety of sizes and density, 
players learn control and accuracy. The disc is ma- 
nipulated into the target with the use of tilts, side arm 
throws, wrist snaps, back fists and creative spins.” 

The players formed a line across a fairway to 
watch a demonstration. Then they participated in prac- 
tice shots before dividing into groups of six and taking 
to the course. Experimenting with technique some- 
times resulted in hilarious body positions, mishaps and 
foul shots. Laughter followed the participants around 
the course. 

Returning to the shade of the canopy, the players 
each received a T-shirt and disc to commemorate the 
event. 


Assistant Big Cypress Recreation Dept. Director 
Stan Frischman said: “This is the fourth time that disc 
golf has been played at Big Cypress and each time the 
number of players increases. We are currently looking 
for a site to design a permanent course so that we can 
establish a series of regular competitions.” 



Judy Weeks 


World Champion disc golfer Gregg Hosfeld does Frisbee™ 
tricks during his opening presentation. 



Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Assistant Big Cypress Recreation Dept. Director Stan Frischman joins disc golf pro Gregg Hosfeld for an exhibition 
on the first hole. 



Jennifer Ramos 

Children quickly volunteer to assist Juan Marrufo with his roping tricks in the arena during his demonstration on July 1. 


Trick Roper Performs at Rodeo Complex 


BY JUDY W EEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Immokalee Seminole 
Ranch sponsored the Trick Roping Extraordinaire ex- 
hibition, held at the Junior Cypress Rodeo Complex on 
July 1. 

Originally contracted for the Immokalee Reserva- 
tion as a portion of their summer youth program, the 
performance was relocated to Big Cypress at the last 
minute due to a flooded arena. What at first appeared to 
be a setback, in the end worked to everyone’s advantage 
as the audience size tripled with the addition of the Big 
Cypress children, who also benefited from the presenta- 
tion. 

Juan Jose Marrufo, known as “Riata Man,” gave a 
terrific performance with his fancy dancing Andalusian 
horse and extraordinary rope tricks. Accompanied by 
his nephew, Raul, he provided a non-stop roping dem- 
onstration for more than 30 minutes without duplicating 
any of his tricks. 

A fifth generation Mexican charro, or cowboy, 
Marrufo began manipulating ropes at an early age and 
can quickly bring a coiled riata to life with a flick of 
his wrist. 

Explaining that riata is what Mexican people call 
a working cowboy’s rope, known as a lariat, he invited 
some of his spectators to join him in the arena to exam- 
ine its waxed surface. Then twirling his rope around the 
group, he incorporated them into his act. 

Several members of the audience competed in the 


events of the Eastern Indian Rodeo Association and 
were familiar with his tools of the trade. 

Marrufo prides himself on having a horse whisper- 
er-type relationship with animals that works to his ad- 
vantage as a trainer and professional cowboy showman. 
During his career he has trained numerous horses to sit 
down, rear, bow, lie down, count and dance. 



Jennifer Ramos 

Juan Marrufo puts his fancy dancing Andalusian horse 
through a very difficult routine on its hind legs. 
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Miss Florida Seminole Princess Pageant 

2000 - 2020 
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Stephen Galla 

(L-R) Chairman Mitchell Cypress, 2008-2009 Sr. Miss Seminole Nation Inna Hickey, 2008-2009 Miss Seminole Nation Erica Williams, 2008-2009 Little Miss Seminole Nation Sierra Price, 2008-2009 Jr. Miss Seminole Nation Angela 
Lena, 2009-2010 Brighton Jr. Miss Princess Aiyana Tommie, 2008-2009 Miss Indian Nations Alyssa Alberts, 2009-2010 Little Miss Seminole Aubee Susie Billie, 2009-2010 Miss Indian World Brooke Grant, 2009-2010 Jr. Miss Florida 
Seminole Stevie Brantley, 2009-2010 Miss Florida Seminole Brittany Smith, Rusty Gillette, 2009-2010 Little Mr. Seminole Lance Howard, 2009-2010 Choctaw Indian Princess Famie Cheyenne Willis and President Richard Bowers Jr. 






PRINCESS 


From page 1A 


Stephen Galla 

The 2009-1020 Miss Seminole Brittany Smith receives her crown 
from 2008-2009 Princess D’Anna Osceola. 


help and support.” 

President Richard Bowers Jr. 
joked about how difficult it is for the 
girls to be competing, saying: “it’s 
more nervous than jumping into a pool 
with alligators.” 

Chairman Cypress and Presi- 
dent Bowers presented the 2007 Miss 
Florida Seminole Princess Jennifer 
Chalfant with a trophy crown that she 
was unable to receive last year when 
she crowned 2008 Princess D’Anna 
Osceola. 

The princess contestants were fi- 
nally introduced as they paraded into 
the auditorium with much poise and 
confidence. 

Ten girls competed; with eight vy- 
ing for Junior Miss Florida Seminole 
and two for Miss Florida Seminole. 
Each girl made their way to the stage 
to give a brief introduction of them- 
selves. 

First up was 14-year-old Lorelei 
Tommie of the Big Cypress Reserva- 
tion. Tommie is a freshman at Univer- 
sity School in Davie, Fla. and enjoys 
sewing, acting and spending time with 
her family. 

Kirsten Doney, 13, of the Brigh- 
ton Reservation followed. Doney is a 
member of the Panther Clan and her 
hobbies include volleyball, softball, 
swimming and drawing. 

Kaylan Osceola, 13, resides on the 
Hollywood Reservation and is a mem- 
ber of the Big Town Clan. She is in the 
eighth grade and enjoys playing base- 
ball and riding horses in her free time. 

Jennie Eagle, 13, is a member of 


The Miss Seminole Princess and Jr. Miss Seminole Princess contestants enter the auditorium at the start of the 


Stephen Galla 

(L-R) The 2008-2009 Miss Florida Seminole D’Anna Osceola receives her trophy crown from President Richard 
Bowers Jr., a pageant tradition for the last two years. 

the Bird Clan and is from the Brighton Reservation. 

She is a seventh grader at Yearling Middle School 
in Okeechobee, Fla. and said she plans to attend 
Florida State University to obtain a medical degree. 

Tia Blais-Billie of the Hollywood Reservation 
is 13 years old and her hobbies include baseball, la- 
crosse, drawing and reading. 

Stevie Brantley, 15, from the Brighton Res- 
ervation is a member of the Panther Clan and at- 
tends Grace Christian Academy in 
Hollywood where she maintains a 
perfect 4.0 grade point average. She 
is currently working at the Brighton 
Housing Dept, as part of the summer 
job program. 

Airianna Nunez, 12, represent- 
ed the Brighton Reservation and 
said she enjoys volleyball, soccer 
and her passion cooking. 

McKayla Briann Snow, 12, 
also from the Brighton Reservation, 
wrapped up the Junior Miss Florida 
Seminole introductions saying her 
hobbies include softball, swimming, 
riding bikes and hanging out with 
her cousins. Snow attends Yearling 
Middle School in Okeechobee, Fla. 
where she will be in the seventh 
grade. 

Following the Junior Miss Flor- 
ida Seminole introductions were the 
two Miss Florida Seminole contes- 
tants who told a little about them- 
selves. 

Brittany Smith, 19, is from the 
Brighton Reservation and is current- 
ly in her second year at Indian River 
State College where she is studying 
architecture. 

Krystle Young, 1 8, of the Holly- 


2008-2009 Jr. Miss Seminole Princess Amber Craig 
crowns the 2009-2010 Jr. Miss Seminole Princess 
winner Stevie Brantley. 

wood Reservation is a member of the Panther Clan 
and will attend the University of Miami in the fall to 
begin studying for her degree in biology. 

Please see PRINCESS on page 2D 
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PRINCESS 

From page ID 


After all introductions were made the ladies 
donned their finest traditional Seminole clothing for 
the modeling portion of the competition. 

One by one the contestants graced the stage es- 
corted by Kyle Doney and Bobby Frank III mod- 
eling their traditional outfit while the emcees gave 
descriptions of the garments. 

Lorelei Tommie wore a two piece traditional 
Seminole dress and cape with three rows of patch- 
work. The first two rows of patchwork on the dress 
represented the tree design with the third row sym- 
bolizing rain. Tommie’s dress included a variety of 
colored bias tape including blue, red, orange and 
brown. 

Kirsten Doney modeled a cotton lime-green 
dress accented with a purple flower print along with 
purple and green bias tape. Her skirt included man- 
on-horse and lighting patchwork while her cape had 
the fire patchwork design. Doney’s dress was made 
by Tasha Osceola of the Hollywood Reservation. 

Kaylan Osceola took the stage in a yellow tra- 
ditional Seminole cotton dress with a short cape and 
long skirt with white, black, green and grey bias 
tape. The four rows of patchwork resembling a flow- 
er and the wave design were made by her grand- 
mother, Sadie Cypress, and her dress was sewn by 
her mother, Allison Osceola. 

Jennie Eagle wore a modem style traditional 
outfit with the colors white, black and red. The de- 


sign on her cape rep- 
resented the zigzag 
design. Her shirt in- 
cluded a pleated red 
ruffle on top and the 
fire design on the bot- 
tom. 

Tia Blais-Billie 
modeled a tradition- 
al cotton dress with 
strips of black, yel- 
low and purple bias 
tape. The rain design 
was displayed on her 
cape and on her skirt 
one row of Seminole 
patchwork represented 
the tree design. Her 
outfit was made by 
Debbie Osceola. 

Stevie Brant- 
ley donned an outfit 
made by her grand- 
mother, Alice Sweat. 

Her dress consisted of 
a short cape and long 
skirt with two rows of 
the modem diamond 
patchwork. The base color was deep purple 
with strips of shades of pink. 

Airianna Nunez wore a dress with a de- 
sign from the early 1900s. Her dress included 
various shades of pink, green and white. Her 
skirt included one row of patchwork called 
the Four Directions. Oneva Osceola of the 
Brighton Reservation was credited for mak- 
ing Nunez’s dress. 

McKayla Briann Snow displayed a tra- 
ditional dress from the early 1800s. Her skirt 
had strips of beige, green, burgundy and red 
and was a sample of early Seminole clothing, 
pre-patchwork. Her dress included a flower 
design with a green ruffle and was made by 
Virginia Osceola. 

The Miss Florida Seminole contestants 
followed and modeled their traditional outfits 
for the judges. 

Brittany Smith wore an old style tradi- 
tional outfit made out of cotton with a Florida 
State University pattern accented with black, 
beige, yellow, white and maroon bias tape. 
Her dress was made for her by Oneva Osceo- 


Stephen Galla 

Brittany Smith demonstrates the process of making a patchwork draw- 
string bag with a sweetgrass bottom. 


Stephen Galla 

Kaylan Osceola tells the judges about culture and education 
on her home reservation of Hollywood. 


Stevie Brantley answers her impromptu question 
about Seminole language and culture. 


Krystle Young modeled a traditional 
two piece outfit with red and blue lighting 
patchwork with one row on the cape and one 
row on the skirt. The dress represented the 
com design with blue, red, yellow, black and 
white colors. Her dress was made by Marie Osceola. 

After the modeling portion the contestants were 
able to show the judges a little bit about their per- 
sonality and talents as they took the stage for the tal- 
ent portion of the evening. The Junior Miss Florida 
Seminole contestants were first to demonstrate their 
traditional talent. 

Lorelei Tommie showed off her acting and per- 
formance skills as she told the tale of how the opos- 
sum got his hideous tail. Kirsten Doney and Kaylan 
Osceola both used a slideshow presenta- 
tion to assist them. Doney talked about 
the history of the Seminole Clans while 
Osceola spoke on how to sew a traditional 
Seminole dress. 

Jennie Eagle demonstrated to the 
judges and crowd how to heal an earache 
traditionally, a skill that has been passed 
down from her great-great-grandmother. 


Stephen Galla 

Krystle Young discusses Tribal business ventures, answering 
a question posed by the pageant’s judges. 


Stephen Galla 

Airianna Nunez wears a dress with an early 1900s design 
made by Oneva Osceola. 


Stephen Galla 

Tia Blais-Billie displays some of her artwork, includ- 
ing a self-portrait she did. 


Tia Blais-Billie displayed art pieces she had created 
and spoke on how she picked her subject and me- 
dium such as watercolors and oil painting. 

Stevie Brantley and Airianna Nunez kept the 
crowd’s attention as they both put on demonstra- 
tions about two Seminole traditions, dancing and 
cooking. Brantley talked about how traditional and 
modem shakers are made and then demonstrated 
how to use them. Nunez gave the audience step- 
by-step cooking instructions about how to make the 
Seminole delicacy of pumpkin bread. 

McKayla Briann Snow brought some to tears 
with her rendition of the song “Amazing Grace,” 
which she dedicated to her late mother, Dawn Marie 
Snow. Snow wowed the crowd as she sung the sec- 
ond verse in her native Creek language. 

Miss Florida Seminole contestants Brittany 
Smith and Krystle Young then demonstrated their 
talents for the audience. 

Smith did a step-by-step demonstration on how 
to make a patchwork drawstring bag with 
a sweetgrass basket bottom. Young edu- 
cated the judges and all on the Second 
Seminole War using a PowerPoint® pre- 
sentation. 

The audience applauded all the ladies 
for their hard work and confidence in get- 
ting up on stage in front of a large crowd. 

“It takes a lot of courage for them to 
get up here and do what they are doing,” 
said co-emcee Samuels. “This should be 
headlines.” 

The ladies had one more chance to 
grab the judge’s attention during the im- 
promptu questions. The contestants were 
asked a variety of questions pertaining to 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida and its his- 
tory. All the ladies did a wonderful job and 
gave eloquent answers. 

The outgoing 2008-2009 Miss Flor- 
ida Seminole D’Anna Osceola and Ju- 
nior Miss Florida Seminole Amber Craig 
said their farewells and thanked the many 
people that made their reigning year so 
memorable. 

Osceola was presented with a prin- 
cess medallion by Chairman Cypress and 
given a crown trophy that has become a 
tradition within the princess pageant for 
the past two years. 

“I feel so proud to be part of this 
Tribe; but even more that I got to repre- 
sent it,” Osceola said. “I’m very excited 
to pass it on.” 


Stephen Galla 

McKayla Briann Snow displays her traditional dress 
made by Virginia Osceola. 


Stephen Galla 

Lorelei Tommie answers a question from the judges 
about Tribal businesses. 

All the ladies were brought back out for the 
much anticipated announcement that they all 
worked so hard for. 

McKayla Briann Snow and Brittany Smith 
were announced as the talent winners for the Junior 
Miss Florida Seminole competition and Miss Flori- 
da Seminole competition, respectively. 

Miss Congeniality, an award that was selected 
by her peers, was awarded to Kirsten Doney. 

The atmosphere became intense as Stevie 
Brantley was named Junior Miss Florida Seminole. 
First runner up went to Airianna Nunez, second run- 
ner up Lorelei Tommie, third runner up Tia Blais- 
Billie and fourth runner up McKayla Briann Snow. 

Brittany Smith held back the tears as she was 
crowned the 2009-2010 Miss Florida Sem in ole 
Princess with Krystle Young as first runner up. 



Stephen Galla 

Kirsten Doney talks about the history of the Seminole Clans with the assistance of a slide show. 


Stephen Galla 

Jennie Eagle demonstrates how to heal an earache on Kyle Doney using traditional methods. 
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Contestants Spend Pre-Pageant Days Practicing 




BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The competition didn’t 
just start the night of the pageant for the girls. The 


Kirsten Doney shows why she was voted Miss Conge- 
niality, helping fellow contestant Jennie Eagle with 
her jewelry. 


Rachel Buxton 

Brittany Smith accessorizes her outfit backstage. 




Rachel Buxton 

ir Miss Florida Seminole contestants go poolside for a photo shoot. 


contestants had the 
days leading up to the 
main event to impress 
the judges. 

In the days prior, 
the girls had jam- 
packed schedules 
leaving very little free 
time with rehears- 
als during the day 
and dinners where 
judging took place at 
night. 

During banquet 
dinners the contes- 
tants were seated 
among the judges 
where they were 
judged on attire and 
presentation. At each 
meeting the girls had 
to get in front of the 
attendees and judges 
and introduce them- 
selves. 

Many of the girls 
admitted being in the pageant helped them gain con- 
fidence and a sense of pride for themselves and their 
Tribe. 

“The public speaking has really helped with my 
confidence,” said Krystle Young. 

Brittany Smith expressed her love for her cul- 
ture. 

“We have such a great culture and background,” 
Smith said. “I want to get our culture out there and 
exposed.” 

When the princess contestants weren’t in re- 
hearsals or attending a dinner, they spent a lot of 
time practicing their introduction speeches and tal- 
ent performances on their own. 

On the morning of the pageant each contestant 


had to sit down with the judges for a brief interview 
where they were asked a variety of questions. Some 
of the questions pertained to their Seminole heritage 
and touched on essays that the girls were required to 
write in order to compete. 

Most of the contestants have either held a prin- 
cess title prior or have had a mother or sister who 
has and were able to gain some valuable advice and 
examples. 

“My sister was Junior Miss Seminole,” said 
Airianna Nunez. “I looked up to her a lot and I 
thought, ‘I could be like that.’ ” 

All the ladies 
had the same reply 
when asked why 


they wanted to capture the princess title. 

“To learn new things about our culture and other 
people and go new places,” said Jennie Eagle whose 
sentiments were echoed by the other contestants. 

“I want to represent the Tribe all the way to the 
finish,” said McKayla Briann Snow. 


(L-R) Miss Florida Seminole contestants Brittany 
Smith and Krystle Young 


(L-R) Stevie Brantley, Kaylan Osceola, Lorelei Tommie and Tia Blais-Billie get 
a chance to speak with pageant judge Miss Indian World Brooke Grant (C). 


Rachel Buxton 

The ladies and their escorts have some fun after a day of rehearsal. 


Seminole Princess Contestants Attend Culture Workshop 

Beading , Weaving, Language, Sewing Practiced 




During the workshop about a dozen pageant 
contestants had nearly the entire day to practice 
beading, weaving and sewing, with an additional 
station available for language instruction. 

According to Princess Committee Secretary 
Mercedes Osceola-Hahn, the Princess Committee 
wanted to conduct the workshop because through- 
out the years many contestants have found it diffi- 
cult to select a talent; a mandatory requirement to 
compete in the pageant. 

“We wanted to offer a workshop to help the 
girls pick a talent to perform at the Princess Pag- 
eant,” Osceola-Hahn said. 

“Each contestant must have 
a talent to compete.” 

Employees from the 
Culture Dept, and Holly- 
wood community Tribal citi- 
zens served as instructors at 
each of the stations. 

Donna Turtle headed 
up the sewing station, with 
additional help from ladies 
including Lawanna Osceola 
throughout the day. Paul 
“Cowbone” Buster taught 
Mikasuki vocabulary at his 
station, while Lorene Gopher 
and Jade Braswell did the 
same at the Creek language 
station. Jo Motlow North 
and La’Toya Stewart helped 
the girls work on their weav- 
ing techniques, while Leoma 
Poore assisted at the beading 
station. 


According to Osceola-Hahn, the Seminole 
Princess Pageant contestants could spend as much 
or as little time as they wanted at each station. She 
said if one of the girls wanted to only practice bead- 
ing they could stay there all day, but if they wanted 
to practice all four crafts offered, they could do that 
as well. 

In addition to this culture workshop, the contes- 
tants also attended a workshop the following day to 
work on their personal appearance and public speak- 
ing skills with Briana Abittan, Seminole Broadcast- 
ing reporter, speaking at the seminar. 


Shelley Marmor 

Marisa Stockton, 15, a Jr. Miss Florida Seminole contestant, sews some 
patchwork. 


BY SHELLEY MARMOR 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The 12-25 year old Miss 
Florida Seminole and Jr. Miss Florida Seminole 
contestants had the opportunity to practice tradi- 
tional crafts with Tribal elders at a culture workshop 
held June 12 in the Hollywood Headquarters Audi- 
torium lobby. 


Katelyn Young, 13, a Jr. Miss Florida Seminole 
contestant, works on beading. 



Shelley Marmor 

(L-R) Secretary/Language Instructor with the Education Dept. La’Toya Stewart helps Jr. 
Miss Florida Seminole contestant Braudie Billie, 15, with weaving. 


Shelley Marmor 

(L-R) Miss Florida Seminole contestant Krystle Young, 18, practices speaking 
Mikasuki with Paul “Cowbone” Buster. 



Shelley Marmor 

Jr. Miss Florida Seminole contestant Tianna Young, 
15, practices beading. 



Shelley Marmor 

(L-R) Jr. Miss Florida Seminole contestant Gianna 
Wargolat, 12, gets help with weaving from Jo Mot- 
low North. 













Announcements 



BIRTHDAYS 

I would like to wish a belated but very 
happy birthday to my sister Cheyenne Billie, 
whose birthday was May 17. 

You’re a wonderful mom to your two little 
boys. Stay strong for them and for yourself. 

I love you and know that we are here for 

you. 

From your sister, 

Clea Billie-Herrera 





Happy birthday to our 
three wonderful daughters, 
Marley Billie on June 8, 
Alison Herrera on July 
20 and Cooper Rivers on 
July 24. 

You are all so different 
in your own ways but when 
it comes to each other you 
show love and respect to 
one another. 

We feel very blessed 
to have smart, beautiful 
young ladies in our lives. 

We want you girls 
to know that we love you 
and will always do our 
very best to support you 
in whatever it is you to 
choose to do in life. 


Love, 

Mom & Dad (Joe 
Herrera & Clea Billie- 
Herrera) 


FATHER’S DAY 


Happy belated Father’s Day to Michael Ronnie Doctor Sr. from your dad, Virgil Doctor, Big Town Clan. 


IN MEMORIAM 


The Man Upstairs 

Well, it’s been a year now that the man upstairs has 
taken two of my three beautiful baby girls. I’m not go- 
ing to lie, yes I was upset with the man upstairs for tak- 
ing my second baby girl, but then again as through ex- 
perience their grandmother let me know that they really 
weren’t my babies. They were, but then they weren’t, 
the man upstairs just let me borrow them so that I could 
have some love, joy and happiness in my life. I truly 
believe that because 
mothers are never 
wrong. One thing 
that I am thankful 
for is that the man 
upstairs has given 
me long-term loan 
on my oldest baby 
girl, MaryAnn Ma- 
rie Doctor. Through 
her, the man upstairs 
has given me so, so, 
so, so much love, 
joy and happiness 
by way of blessing 
me with four beau- 
tiful grandbabies. 

One other thing I 
would like to men- 
tion and that is the 
man upstairs has 
also blessed me 
with my one and 
only son, Michael 


Ronnie Doctor, who has blessed me with my newest 
grandson, Michael Ronnie Doctor Jr. So Tiffany and 
Pamela, ya’ll will always be remembered through the 
blessings of Maleah, Tiejo, Cadence and Nettie. 

Thank you God, our Father, 
Thank you Lord Jesus Christ, our Savior, 
Thank you Great Holy Spirit, 
— Virgil Doctor 
Big Town 



CLASSIFIED ADS 



Get Out of Jail Fast! 


Call Myma Loy (954) 583-9119. Tribal 
dividends, MasterCard and Visa ac- 
cepted. 24 hours • Speedy Release • 
Professional Service 1128 N.W. 31st 
Avenue, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33311 
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NEW KIDS 



Edward Aguilar and 
his wife, Cindy, announce 
the birth of their first grand- 
child, Ayden Dean Aguilar. 
Their daughter, Jessica, gave 
birth on June 5 to a healthy 7 
pound, 8 ounce boy, measur- 
ing 20 inches in length. 



Michael and Lee 
Ann Micco would 
like to announce the 
birth of their new 
baby girl, Chace Ol- 
lie Micco. She was 
bom June 14 at 7:30 
p.m. at Memorial 
Hospital in Pembroke 
Pines, weighing 8 
pounds, 6 ounces, 
and measuring 20 
inches. 

Grandparents are 
Billie and Mary Jo 
Micco of the Brigh- 
ton Reservation and 
Kimberly Davis of 
Hollywood, Fla. 



TRIBAL ATHLETES 



Cypress Brothers Triumph in 5k Run 


Family of Reggie and Dillon Cypress, including 
mom, Regina, visited the two boys at the Blount Youth 
Home in Vidalia, Ga. on April 25. 

During the visit, the two boys competed in the 
32nd annual Vidalia Onion Festival’s 5k Run, held 
during the weekend of April 25-26. They both won tro- 


phies and received recognition for their performances. 

Reggie and Dillon Cypress are students at the 
Blount Youth Home where they are both pursuing their 
education while learning the vital life skills necessary 
for success. 


POEMS 

Wishful Thinking 

Tonight I wish on the first star I see 
That things will be how I want them to be 
But I am a man that’s full of faults 
And right now they’re all just wishful thoughts 
I never knew it would all fall this way 
Just please understand your worth to me 
Where we go from here I have no clue 
It’s a part of die storm we’re going through 
I loved you then, like I love you now 


I can’t explain so don’t ask me how 
All I can tell you is I’m here for you 
Like you’ve always been there for me 
Even when I got shot you was by my side 
With a beautiful smile that’s a mile wide 
When we were kids didn’t we dream big? 
Now 12 years in the making it wasn’t like this 
Hey can’t I still wish as I leave you with this 
goodnight kiss? 


— Kiel Jumper 


Mv First. My Last, My Everything 

My first, my last, my everything, in time you will see 
this to be true, you can’t help it that you was raised to 
believe that I don’t love you. 

You can’t remember the times I had you with me or 
the times I came by, because you was just a baby then 
that’s the only reason why. 

When I was there I got much respect as your dad, I 
could stop by anytime I wanted but since I been gone 
they shut me out which has kept me mad. 

But you were being raised by them so they had com- 
plete control, true I’m not there but I love you this 
you must know. 

I was on the run years before you came, I didn’t dis- 
appear because you were bom that’s silly and lame. 
Though I have been mad because I was shut out I 
have nothing bad to say, with all my heart I ask the 
spirits to bring that man you trusted to me one day. 
As I said in time you will understand that I have 
always loved you, that “One Day” it will be an honor 
and privilege to do what I must do. 

It would be nice to communicate with you hopefully 
in time, remember this you’re always in my heart and 
mind. 


As for my last you were bom months after I was 
gone, though I haven’t been there as I was for my 
first you and I have that ultimate bond. 

Though things did not workout with me and your 
mom at least you understand I love you, it goes with- 
out saying my family does too. 

We want you to have the best and achieve all your 
goals, also master our Mikasuki language, traditions 
and culture of us Unconquered Seminoles. 
Always be proud of who you are and hold your head 
high, you are a beautiful Seminole girl with that 
unique sparkle in your eye. 

When the opportunity arises, reach out to my first and 
tell her we love her with all our heart, they can no 
longer manipulate her mind so maybe we can make a 
new start. 

You’ll also have a brother that’s older that you two, 
one thing and two for sure this warrior is proud of 
each one of you. 

My first, my last, my everything, that’s what you’ll 
are to me, since day one I have had unconditional 
love for you three. 

— Ike T. Harjo 
Panther Clan 
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Meet Your Seminole 
Police Department 
Service Aides 




Larry Payne 

Fort Pierce 


Larry Hamilton 

Hollywood 


Fran Poux 

Hollywood 


Teresa Bass 

Brighton 


David Hughes 

Fort Pierce 



Chris Paolantonio 

Fort Pierce 



Gene Miller 

Hollywood 



Cynthia Reyes 

Hollywood 



Jacklyn Hines 

Hollywood 



Brandon Mercado 

Hollywood 



Deitra Turing 

Hollywood 


Miguel Melendez 

Hollywood 


Jeannie Hagan 

Brighton 



SEMINOLE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

SPD Service Aides Provide Assistance to Officers 


BY LIEUTENANT JERR Y MEISENHEIMER 
Contributing Writer 

The Seminole Police Dept. (SPD) employs 19 civil- 
ians to assist the sworn police officers in providing the 
best service to the Seminole communities they serve. 

These 19 are called police service aides (PSA) and 
unlike SPD officers, they wear gray and black uniforms. 
Their patrol cars will also say Service Aide under the 
“Police” decal. 

Their duties vary greatly according to the needs of 
the reservation they are assigned to. 

In Tampa, one PSA is in charge of maintaining 
all the property and evidence stored there. He is also 
trained to process crime scenes and gather evidence and 
to investigate accidents. Another Tampa aide covers the 
front desk, delivers criminal reports to the State Attor- 
ney’s Office, patrols the parking lot of the Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino and performs other tasks to help the po- 
lice officers. 

PSA’s operate the guard gatehouse at the Fort Pierce 
community on a 24-hour schedule. They control access 
to the reservation and assist the residents and police of- 
ficers in any way they can. 

On the Brighton Reservation, one service aide is 


assigned to work with the Youth and Elders Unit. In ad- 
dition, she is in charge of the custody of the evidence 
room there. Another service aide assists with office 
work, servicing police vehicles, and the weekly mail run 
to SPD’s Hollywood Records Office. 

The Hollywood service aides also perform a wide 
variety of assignments: one is assigned full time to the 
Youth and Elders Unit, one mans the Tribal Headquar- 
ters front desk, and another operates the security gate at 
the front entrance. 

One PSA is trained to investigate traffic fatalities, 
while others patrol the community, investigate acci- 
dents, deliver messages and direct traffic outside the 
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino on the weekends. Still an- 
other is in charge of the Property and Evidence Room 
and coordinates with the State Attorney’s Office. 

Two former PSA’s are now in the police academy 
training to be certified police officers. There are plans to 
hire more PSA’s in the future as needs require. 

Tribal citizens are encouraged to consider applying 
for a career as a police service aide with the Seminole 
Police Dept. Training is provided. 

For more information, please contact the SPD Hu- 
man Resources Dept, at (954) 967-8900. 


New Seat Belt Law in Effect in Florida 


SUBMITTED BY THE SEMINOLE POLICE DEPARTMENT 



As of July 1, a new seat belt 
law took effect in Florida. The 
new law states that everyone in 
a vehicle must be wearing a seat 
belt at all times. 

In addition, law enforcement 
officers can now stop a vehicle if 
the officer sees anyone in the ve- 
hicle not wearing their seat belt. 
The old law stated that police had 
to have another reason for pulling 
vehicles over. 


Under the new law, if the driver 
or any passengers are seen not wear- 
ing a seat belt, the police officer can 
issue a non-moving violation for 
each person without a seat belt on. 
The fine varies in each county. 

The Seminole Police Dept, has 
been handing out fliers announcing 
this change to the Tribal commu- 
nity. Anyone with questions should 
please feel free to talk to a local SPD 
officer. 


SPD Launches Explorer Program for Tribal Youth 


SUBMITTED BY THE SEMINOLE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

The Seminole Police Dept, has launched a new pro- 
gram for Tribal youth called the Explorer Program. 

This program is designed for all male and female 
Seminoles, ages 6-19, interested in learning about law 
enforcement as a career choice. Participants must also 
be enrolled in school and maintain at least a 2.0 GPA. 

In order to qualify for the program, each person 
must not have had any serious criminal infractions, past 
or present. All applicants must also complete an oral in- 
terview with an SPD Review Board and anyone younger 
than 1 8 must have a signed parental permission form to 
participate. 

The mission of this program is to further the knowl- 
edge and understanding of law enforcement through 
training and experience, to provide an insight into the 
criminal justice system in order to encourage members 
to become law enforcement professionals in the future, 


and to help create a better understanding between our 
department and the youth of our community. 

These young men and women will be representa- 
tives of SPD and their community. As such, they will 
have their own uniform and chain of command. They 
will follow a code of conduct becoming of an SPD Ex- 
plorer. However, program attendance will be voluntary 
and will no participants will have any law enforcement 
authority. 

The program will be led by an advisor who will be 
an SPD full time employee .They will act as a leader and 
mentor to the police explorers and will be responsible 
for appointing, directing and reviewing the members 
and establishing and coordinating their roles and assign- 
ment. 

If anyone is interested in joining the program, or 
knows of someone who would be interested in it, please 
feel free to talk to any SPD officer about it. 


* Proudly Serving the Seminole & 
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Tribe for over 15 years! * 


Fron tRowUSA . com 




Ticket Brokers 


/ 


I 


Concerts | Theatre | Sports 

Local, National, and Worldwide Events 


Need travel arrangements? Call us! 
We take care of all your travel needs 

including: 

Hotels, Airlines, and Cruises 
FrontRowUSA is up front 
and honest, putting you up front! 


ALL CONCERTS, SPORTS AND THEATRE TICKETS AVAILABLE 
NATIONWIDE AND WORLDWIDE ORDER YOUR TICKETS ONLINE AT 
WWW.FRONTROWUSA.COM OR BY PHONE 

(954) 455-1929 OR (800) 446 8499 

WE DELIVER TO YOU - ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


Top Concerts 


RICARDO ARJONA 
DEF LEPPARD 
DAVE MATTHEWS BAND 
JONAS BROTHERS 
MOTLEY CRUE / CRUE FEST 


Top Sports 


HARLEM GLOBETROTTERS 
MIAMI HEAT 
FLORIDA MARLINS 
ORLANDO MAGIC 
MIAMI DOLPHINS 
MONSTER TRUCK JAM 


Top Theatre 


CIRQUE DU SOLEIL 
SALTIMBANCO 
THOMAS THE TRAIN 2 
MAMMA MIA! 

DORA THE EXPLORER LIVE! 
JOSEPH & THE AMAZING 
TECHNICOLOR DREAMCOAT 
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* Proudly Serving the Seminole & Miccosukee Tribe for over 15 years! * 
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SEMINOLE POLICE DEPARTMENT 


SPD to Hold Citizens’ Police Academy 


BY ELIZABETH LEIBA 
Staff Writer 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Seminole Police Dept, officers take notes during presentations in the COPS Native American Training Series. 


SPD Focuses on Native Training in Presentations 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 


HOLLYWOOD — Tribal citizens will be able to 
step into the shoes of the Seminole Police Department 
(SPD) during a 10-week Citizens’ Police Academy on 
July30-Oct. 1. 

The program is being conducted by members from 
several SPD departments including the Training Divi- 
sion and Youth and Elder Unit. Their goal is to give 
Tribal citizens a taste of how it feels to be a police of- 
ficer, with classes offered on traffic stops, crime scene 
evidence collection, community policing and more. 

Sgt. George Gonzalez, who coordinated the pro- 
gram, said he expects topics like identity theft, crime 
prevention and domestic violence will be of interest to 
community members. 

“I think it’s going to be fun,” Gonzalez said. “Our 
mission is not only to make it fun, but to make it infor- 
mative.” 

According to Gonzalez, 95 percent of police agen- 
cies conduct some type of citizens’ academy. Their goal 
is to bridge the existing gap between the police depart- 
ments and the communities they serve, he said. 

This is the second time the program has been held in 
Hollywood. The first academy took place in May 2005. 
As a result of the positive feedback from Tribal citizens, 
SPD decided to renew the program. The original acad- 
emy trained 12 community members who learned about 
the police department from the classes held, with open 
forums for question-and-answer sessions. 

“The majority of the questions were legitimate, 


good questions,” Gonzalez admitted. 

Community members were curious about every- 
thing from traffic stops and the number of officers typi- 
cally involved to the attitude of police officers. 

Participants were given insights into some of their 
questions from candid answers from SPD staff as well 
as the hands-on training activities, which included op- 
portunities to conduct their own simulated traffic stops 
and building searches. 

“Sometimes we had a bad guy [in the building]; 
sometimes we didn’t,” Gonzalez explained. “We never 
told them.” 

Gonzalez said the experience gave the community 
members a different outlook on SPD. 

“When it was all said and done, they had a new re- 
spect for us,” he said. 

The police department hopes to duplicate their ef- 
forts this year and have scheduled at least 15 officers to 
present the training classes that will be held each Thurs- 
day evening from 6-9 p.m. during the 10-week period. 
On successful completion of the program, participants 
will take part in a graduation ceremony at the Holly- 
wood Tribal Headquarters on Oct. 1 . 

Members of SPD hope this year’s program will 
help to build a lasting relationship between the depart- 
ment and the community. 

“I think nothing but good things will come out of 
this,” said Officer Bobby Betz of the Youth and Elder 
Unit. “If it wasn’t for the community, we wouldn’t be 
here right now. They need us and we need them. 

For more information please contact Sgt. George 
Gonzalez at (954) 967-8900, Ext. 10416. 


HOLLYWOOD — The Seminole Police Dept, 
made strong moves toward establishing better and safer 
Tribal communities at the Community Oriented Polic- 
ing Service, or COPS, Native American Training Series, 
held at the Hard Rock Hotel on June 19. 

During the presentation, law enforcement members 
from all reservations learned about the COPS program, 
a nationwide effort designed to improve and implement 
more effective community police initiatives. 

SPD Lt. Jim Polan helped assist and implement a 
train-the-trainer presentation for the first time event. 

“We want our officers to develop a strong 
relationship with the Tribal community,” Polan 
said. “Hopefully this event will create a better 
community for them.” 

“The positive thing is that what some of the 
instructors told our officers has already been put 
into play,” he added. “It is all nice because it 
reinforces that we are on the right track.” 

The Native version of the COPS program 
has provided Tribal policing grants along with 
training and technology for 10 years. Some of 
the program partners include the Community 
Safety Institute, specializing in developing, 
training and technically assisting government 
entities, and the Upper Midwest Community 
Policing Institute (UMCPI), a nonprofit organi- 
zation that builds bridges between law enforce- 
ment and the communities they serve. 

“We want this to give them the tools to 
promote police and community partnerships,” 
said UMCPI Services Director Wayne Shellum. 

“The chief [William Latchford of the Seminole 
Police Dept.] has really committed to commu- 
nity policing.” 


“Many police departments want to do this and this 
gives departments an opportunity to really try to im- 
prove the quality of life and build a bridge or foundation 
of trust within these communities,” Shellum added. 

COPS program goals include modifying and meet- 
ing the needs of Natives across America, developing 
new information tailored to Native communities and de- 
veloping a plan to bring to Tribal policing agencies and 
community partners together. 

According to the COPS website, www.cops.usdoj. 
gov, the national program places an emphasis on ad- 
vancing the practice of community policing as an effec- 
tive strategy to improve public safety. It also operates as 
a component of the U.S. Justice Department. 



Elizabeth Leiba 


(L-R) Sgt. George Gonzalez, Training Assistant Terry Tartsah Jr., Sgt. Bill Maynard and Officer Bobby Betz discuss plans for 
the Citizens’ Police Academy. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Upper Midwest Community Policing Institute Services Director Wayne 
Shellum discusses problem solving solutions within communities. 
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Group Rhythm facilitator Steve Turner (C) teaches Tribal youth about “The Power of Drumming” during classes held at the 16th annual Wellness Conference on July 12-17. 

Sixteenth Wellness Conference Continues Traditions 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

MARCO ISLAND, Fla. — Although it had the 
same topics, the 16th annual Wellness Conference pro- 
vided a fresh perspective of hope and perseverance for 
drug and alcohol abuse prevention at the Hilton Marco 
Island Beach Resort and Spa July 12-17. 

The conference provided Tribal citizens with per- 
sonal testimonies, advice and counseling with respect 
to the 12 Step recovery program. Guest speakers and 
experts from throughout the U.S. helped educate and 
inform during the health-centered event. 

Seminoles in Recovery sponsored the event with 
other departments on hand including Family Services, 
Education, Allied Health and Fitness. All had informa- 
tion available. Varied topics discussed included: mon- 
ey management, recovery, addiction, sex, gambling 
and fitness. 

“There is a reason why we are here to tell our sto- 
ries so that others do not walk the same path,” said 


Chairman Mitchell Cypress, who announced his 19th 
year of sobriety to guests in attendance. “There were 
many times in the past when I walked a path where I 
should not be here today. Thank God I am here today.” 

Other Tribal officials showing their support were 
Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Andrew Bowers Jr. and 
Immokalee Tribal Council Liaison Elaine Aguilar. 

“One of the most incredible things about this 
conference is that it really talks about and discusses 
wellness across the board,” Executive Director Renee 
Siegel of the Awareness Balance Connection Wellness 
Centre expressed. 

“It seems every year we have more deaths and 
younger deaths in our Tribe due to alcohol and drug 
abuse,” Wellness Conference co-founder, organizer 
and Tribal Family Services Dept. Director Helene 
Buster said. “One day at a time we can beat these dis- 
eases; one day at a time though.” 

Two new additions to the program this year were 
speakers Christine Stevens, MSW, and renowned Na- 
tive American artist Sam English. 


Stevens, along with Group Rhythm facilitator 
Steve Turner, made presentations for the adults and 
youth about the topic “The Power of Drumming.” Ste- 
vens said her methods and presentation proved unique 
at the conference and among the Seminoles because 
drum playing has never been a part of the custom. 

“Our message is that making music together cre- 
ates wellness in three ways: it is exercise, it is self- 
expression and a feeling of one community,” Stevens 
said. “It is not just about wellness it is about recovery. 
The drumming was a metaphor for taking an active 
role in your lives.” 

Overcoming his own struggles with alcohol addic- 
tion and abuse in years past, English has used his art to 
inspire and unite. He exposed the attendees to creative 
group painting activities on canvases. 

“All of the performing arts have the power to in- 
fluence us individually,” English said. “When I see In- 
dians creating art I think it helps us go into unchartered 

Please see WELLNESS on page 2A 


Jarrid Smith Heads to Capital to Work with Governor 

BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 


BOCA RATON, Fla. Tribal citi- 
zen Jarrid Smith will be heading to Tal- 
lahassee very soon to get a little hands- 
on experience and knowledge as he joins 
Florida Governor Charlie Crist and his 
team as part of the Gubernatorial Fellow- 
ship Program. 

The program provides leadership 
training where students learn firsthand 
how the state government works. 

Smith, a graduate student at Florida 
Atlantic University (FAU) sat down with 
FAU president Frank T. Brogan July 20 to 
discuss his plans and great achievement. 

“I was not surprised when I heard 
Jarrid was off to Tallahassee as part of the 
fellowship program,” Brogan said. “My 
immediate thought was Jarrid was made 
for this program.” 

Smith found out about the fellow- 
ship program through a mass university 
e-mail. 

“It was just random that I saw it,” 
Smith said. 

Smith graduated from FAU with 
bachelor’s degrees in political science and 
communications. 

“It just seemed like something right 
up my alley,” he said of the fellowship. 

After receiving the e-mail, Smith 
spent the next two weeks completing his 


application process. This included writing 
four essays and obtaining several letters 
of recommendation, something Smith 
said he had no problem obtaining. 

“He’s a class act,” Brogan said. 

Smith then had his first interview at 
the regional office in Ft. Lauderdale and 
went on for a second and final interview 
in Tallahassee on May 21. Within a few 
weeks Smith received the news that he 
would be part of the Gubernatorial Fel- 
lowship Program and would be traveling 
to Tallahassee to live and work. 

He has requested to work in one of 
the state agencies that pertain to youth 
and children. 

“Kids need help any way they can get 
it,” Smith said. “I want to be one of those 
people to help.” 

Smith’s first day begins Aug. 17 
and he will work in Tallahassee for nine 
months. While working he will also be at- 
tending Florida State University as a tran- 
sit student working on his master’s degree 
in communications. 

“It is not only going to be a great ex- 
perience for Jarrid, personally and profes- 
sionally, but Tallahassee is going to ben- 
efit as well,” Brogan said. 

Smith said he is unsure of his future 
plans in life and hopes that he can leave 
the fellowship program with an idea of 
where his next step will be. 

“At the end of it I hope I can say ‘I’m 


really interested in this,’ ” Smith said of 
the fellowship program. “I don’t want to 
limit myself.” 


“We’re all very proud of Jarrid,” 
Brogan said. “He is destined to do great 
things. I’m proud to call him my friend.” 



Rachel Buxton 


(L-R) Jarrid Smith and FAU President Frank Brogan will continue their friendship in Tallahassee 
as both get ready to move. 


Ft. Pierce Tribal 
Community 
Returns Home 

BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

FT. PIERCE — After nearly nine months of 
renovations, the Ft. Pierce community finally re- 
turned home to Chupco’s Landing July 22 during a 
ribbon cutting ceremony held on the Fort Pierce Res- 
ervation. 

“It’s another good day for Seminoles,” said 
Hollywood/Ft. Pierce Tribal Council Rep. Max B. 
Osceola Jr. “We have our Seminoles coming home.” 

He also reminded the community of a very im- 
portant truth: “A house is just sticks and bricks; peo- 
ple make it a home.” 

The event kicked off with a blessing from Ft. 
Pierce community member Wanda Tommie. 

Ft. Pierce Liaison Sally Tommie welcomed ev- 
eryone and brought Tribal officials on stage in special 
recognition for all that they did to help the Ft. Pierce 
community. 

“Our Tribal Council said [the Ft. Pierce resi- 
dents] deserve the best of the best, and they did that,” 

Please see CHUPCO on page 2A 


SMP’s Youth Media 
Workshop Completes 
Third Year 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Nine Tribal youngsters got 
an inside glimpse of how the broadcast media indus- 
try operates at the annual Youth Media Production 
Workshop, held at the Native Learning Center July 
19-25. 

Now in its third year, the event teaches the basics 
in television equipment operation and production 
involving cameras, audio, script writing, interview- 
ing and editing along with broadcast reporting using 
Seminole Media Productions Dept, staff. 

“Thank you for coming and hopefully by week’s 
end you and your parents will see a product you all 
like,” Seminole Media Productions Director Danny 
Jumper said to the students during orientation. 

The youth were divided into two groups with a 
choice of cultural topics such as doll and patchwork 
making, woodcarving, language, basket weaving, al- 
ligator wrestling, stoiytelling and bead work. 

Once the topic was chosen each group had the 
option of selecting a form of video style to produce 
their own piece. The choices included a documen- 
tary, public service announcement, short film or elec- 

Please see WORKSHOP on page 11A 


Council Convenes 
for Special Session 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Tribal Council had a 
special session meeting in the Hollywood on July 30. 
They passed 35 resolutions on the agenda including: 

Resolution 18: Prioritization of projects or ac- 
tivities requiring the development of NEPA-related 
actions and documents; 

Resolution 19: 22nd annual work plan submitted 
to the South Florida Water Management District by 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida; 

Resolution 20: American Association of Muse- 
ums permission form for distribution of Ah-Tha-Thi- 
Ki Museum documents; 

Resolution 2 1 : Approval of agreement with Da- 
vid Brooks Enterprises for the construction of a new 
banquet kitchen at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino-Hollywood; 

Resolution 24: Beech Street Corporation Payor 
Agreement, First Addendum and Second Addendum 
to Beech Street Corporation Payor Agreement and 
Beech Street Corporation Business Associate Agree- 
ment; ratification; 

Resolution 29: Approval of revocable per- 
mit between Seminole Tribe of Florida (permittor) 
and Melissa Joy DeMayo B/B/A Lawn Boyz, LLC 
(permittee)-Hollywood Seminole Indian Reserva- 
tion; 

Resolution 30: Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives Memorandum of Under- 
standing regarding the eTrace Internet based Firearm 
Tracing application; 

Resolution 35: Proclamation by the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida to support and promote the 2010 De- 
cennial Census; 

Resolution 40: 1 Trick Pony, LLC, monthly 
advertising retainer agreements for Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel and Casino - Hollywood and Seminole 
Hard Rock Hotel and Casino-Tampa; and, 

Resolution 42: Approval of investment in Eu- 
roVegas. 
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(L-R) Brighton Board Rep. Johnnie Jones Sr., Hollywood/Ft. Pierce Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola 
Jr., Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. David Cypress and Big Cypress 
Board Rep. Paul Bowers Sr. make the opening official by cutting the ceremonial ribbon. 
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said Liaison Tommie. “Thank you, Tribal 
Council.” 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress expressed 
his excitement for the Ft. Pierce community. 

“At the end of the day you will have a 
deed and key,” said Chairman Cypress as the 
community applauded and cheered. 

It has been a long time coming for the 
Ft. Pierce community who originally moved 
into Chupco’s Landing in 2005, only to be 
forced out of their homes last year due to 
construction deficiencies. 

Community member 
Shamy Tommie said it 
was hard to have his fam- 
ily split up after getting 
used to living so close to- 
gether. 

“Once we got sepa- 
rated it was like losing 
something,” Shamy Tom- 
mie said. “But now we are 
back again.” 

The single family 
home community is lav- 
ishly green thanks to its 
lush landscaping. The 30 
single-story homes in Ch- 
upco’s Landing are also all 
painted in cheerful shades. 

“From the air we 
looked down and it looked 
like you were coming to 
Palm Springs or Beverly 
Hills,” said Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress. 

During the ceremony, 

Holly Tiger Bowers, non- 
resident liaison and Direc- 
tor of the Housing Dept., 
and Kevin Sisson, Hous- 
ing Dept, senior project 
manager both received 
special recognition. They 
both played key roles in 
the renovation project. 

“I’m proud to stand 


before you and say the homes you deserve 
are done,” Sisson said. 

Before the ribbon was cut and the gates 
reopened, Chairman Cypress presented each 
community member with a key and the deed 
to their new home. 

Everyone made their way to the gate 
to make the key transfers and reopening of 
the community official with the cutting of 
the ribbon by Tribal officials. Community 
members and guests were then free to tour 
the premises using golf carts. 

“I’m glad to be back home,” said com- 
munity member Mary Lucille Tommie. 
“We’re here to stay.” 


Betsy Tommie, the last remaining descendant of the Tommie family 
lineage, welcomes the crowd and says she can’t wait to move in. 



The Ft. Pierce community becomes one again at the Key Transfer Ceremony, held July 22. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

On behalf of the Tribe, Chairman Mitchell Cypress (L) accepts a custom jersey, plaque and picture 
from 90 pound South Florida Youth Football League Pompano Beach championship football team 
coaches Terrance Blue and Ronald Thurston for supporting their team. 


Just Say “NO”! by Doom-Cookie 




Andy Cypress participates in a class drum circle activity. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Miles Osceola races back to his group on the 
beach as a part of a scavenger hunt activity for 
youth and teens. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Tribal Family Services Dept. Director Helene 
Buster welcomes guests and Tribal officials to 
the workshop. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


(L-R) Dr. Don Bartlett shares a moment with a 
recovering Tribal citizen in the closing ceremony 
of the conference. 

WELLNESS 
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territories which may inspire them to do 
things they may not have ever done.” 

“A different speaker can say things just 
the way you need to hear it sometimes,” 
Buster said. 

Author Dr. Don Bartlett and Residential 
Counselor Sonya Beanland also returned to 
the conference. The popular speakers both 
gave moving and engaging testimonies on 
survival and coping as former addicts and 
victims of drug and alcohol abuse. 

“An addict must feel pain in order to 
want to get better because getting high is 
such a thrill,” Beanland candidly explained 
to her audience and guests in her presenta- 
tions. “As soon as you think, as an addict, 
that you have it all figured out, it is a death 
sentence. It does not matter how long you 
have been clean either.” 

“One addict helping another addict is a 
power greater than yourself,” she added. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Instructor Geraldine Osceola discusses father- 
hood and other issues with men in class. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Eli Hall puts the finishing touches on a head 
dress of a Seminole Warrior as part of an art 
canvas painting class instructed by renowned 
Native artist Sam English. 


“I had to learn very young that when 
we abuse alcohol, we do very bad things,” 
Bartlett openly told youth and teens, ages 
9-16. 

He discussed his trials and obstacles 
growing up as a Native American, disabled, 
abused, homeless teen and adult in Minne- 
sota. 

“We must not kill and hurt other peo- 
ple,” Bartlett emphasized. “Indian people 
must value life.” 

Tribal Culture Dept, teacher Victor Bil- 
lie has been attending the conference for 
the last several years. He admitted that in 
his younger years, drugs and alcohol were 
a major problem in his life. Rock bottom for 
him was the unfortunate death of his brother, 
Danny, last year. 

“Every speaker hit the nail on the head 
for me. I always saw things in an ‘I’ or ‘me’ 
way and not ‘us,’ ” Billie said. “What you 
bring is what you take out, and I see more 
friends bringing friends and families bond- 
ing closer every year.” 



Chris C. Jenkins 

(L-R) Samatha Hisler and son, Zaiden Frank, along with Ciara Billie-Guerue show off their canvas painting as a part of a group painting activity. Group 
members Meg Buster, Paul Buster and Josh Jumper are not pictured. 
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Nancy Shore 

Craft Artist 
Nancy Shore Pays 
It Forward 

BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Nancy Shore of the Brighton 
community continues to pay it forward by helping 
others learn about their Seminole culture and history. 

Shore, a frequent sighting on the Brighton Res- 
ervation, can often be found teaching Tribal youth 
arts and crafts. 

She was bom in 1947 to parents Frank and Lot- 
tie Shore. A member of the Bird Clan, Shore remem- 
bers traveling from campsite to campsite due to her 
father’s work as a cattle foreman. 

“We moved wherever he went,” Shore said. “We 
just kind of moved here and there.” 

While her siblings helped her father Shore said 
she spent many of her days helping out her great- 
grandparents on their campsite. 

“I was like a helper to them,” Shore recalled. “I 
washed dishes, cleaned out the hammock. Grand- 
parents help you and you help them. That’s how it 
works.” 

Like many youth on the Reservation during that 
time Shore attended the Brighton Day School before 
transferring to school in Okeechobee. 

Her first school year in Okeechobee proved to be 
a challenge due to the language barrier. Shore spoke 
no English with Creek being her native language. 
The Okeechobee school system had no formal Eng- 
lish classes either. 

“You had to pick it up on your own,” Shore said. 
“You either got it or you didn’t.” 

Shore had to repeat her first year in Okeechobee 
to make-up for her lack of English. 

“I did the best I could,” Shore said. “I caught on 
fast after that first year.” 

When Shore wasn’t in school she could be found 
doing arts and crafts with her great-grandmother, 
Lucy Tiger. 

“One day she said that she was going to show 
me how to do the bracelets,” Shore recalled. “So we 
got her stuff out and we just went step by step by 
step.” 

From beaded bracelets Shore went on to leam 
how to sew by watching her mother. Shore laughs 
about how she thinks her mom played reverse psy- 
chology on her and her siblings to leam crafts by 
leaving her beads and loom sitting out in the open. 

“She told us not to mess it up,” Shore said. “I 
think she thought, ‘If I tell them not to maybe they’ll 
get into it.’ ” 

Even having a great interest in them, Seminole 
arts and crafts had to be put on hold as Shore got 
married, started a family and attended Miami-Dade 
College and eventually Barry University. She re- 
ceived her bachelor’s degree in liberal arts and mas- 
ter’s degree in social work from Barry. 

“I didn’t do it alone,” Shore admitted. “A lot of 
people helped me along the way; my mom especial- 
ly. She babysat while I went to college.” 

Earning her college degrees wasn’t an easy road 
for Shore. Each week when she was able to take a 
day off from working as an education counselor on 
the Brighton Reservation she would drive to the col- 
lege to pick up tapes that had her class lessons on 
them. 

“It was hard and I worked at the same time,” 
Shore said. “I just listened to them at nighttime when 
things quieted down.” 

She remembers struggling through her lessons 
and said if it weren’t for a random stranger that took 
Shore under her wing she probably wouldn’t have 
been able to finish. 

“She said ‘I volunteer my service to help Indians 
here; help them go to college. I’d like to help you 
out,’ ” Shore recalled. 

When Shore wasn’t in class or taking care of her 
family she was working with her mentor. She said 
the lady was hard on her and never asked if she had 
time to do all of the things and would just say, “I 
want you to do that.” 

Those words have stuck with Shore throughout 
her life, and she said she often finds herself saying 
that exact phrase to the Seminole youth she mentors 
today. 

“Those words are important to me,” Shore said. 
“I like to help because other people helped me. Some 
kids say ‘I can’t do that’ and I say ‘Yes you can [and] 
I’m going to show you.’ ” 

For the past two years Shore has worked as an 
arts and crafts teacher at Pemayetv Emahakv Charter 
School in Brighton. 

“I think it’s good that we teach them part of our 
history in that school system,” Shore emphasized. 
“Some of those kids know more than their parents.” 

Shore recently made the difficult decision to 
step down from the Charter School to help her grand- 
daughters with their education and life. She said she 
wants to help them “so they can get somewhere.” 

“I don’t want to give it up, I love teaching the 
kids,” Shore said. “But I’m going to put my family 
first.” 

Shore won’t be a stranger from the school, how- 
ever. She said when things are quiet she might just 
pop in to see what is going on. 



Tribal youth learn what goes into picking a homesite on the reservation at a workshop during the 14th annual Brighton Youth Conference held in Orlando on July 27-31. 


Tribal Youth Leam Life Skills at Brighton Youth Conference 



Rachel Buxton 


Preston Osceola plays a compilation of his favorite songs earning him first place in his 
talent show division. 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

ORLANDO — More than 300 participants from 
the Brighton and Tampa communities attended the 
14th annual Brighton Youth Conference held in Or- 
lando July 27-3 1 at the Loews Royal Pacific Resort. 

With the theme, “Empowering Our Youth,” stu- 
dents in grades kindergarten through 12th, learned 
some life skills that will help them further themselves 
educationally and personally. 

Classes and curriculum were created by the dif- 
ferent departments found within the Seminole Tribe 
including Recreation, Family Services, Community 
Planning, Fire Rescue and the Seminole Police Dept. 

Co-organizer Salina Dorgan said the idea for the 
Brighton Youth Conference originated 14 years ago 
when then-Tribal Council Rep. Jack Smith Jr. asked 
for the children to leam about the different resources 
found within the Tribe. 

“It gives them an idea as they get older what is 
on the reservation and what the Tribe has provided for 
them,” Dorgan said. “They then have the knowledge of 
what they can do to provide for their future.” 

Many classes were instructional, touching on sub- 
jects such as finance. 

“Money is something you’re going to be deal- 
ing with the rest of your life,” said financial educator 
Jennifer Villalobos. “We want to make sure they are 
educated so they can make the best choices and come 
out ahead; someone who contributes to the Tribe, com- 
munity and world.” 

Robert Maza from the Board Representative’s 
Office also educated students on the value of finance. 
Maza talked about the importance of credit and the ins 
and outs of budgeting, checking and loans. 

“The world is yours when you get older,” Maza 
told the students. 

The Seminole Police Department helped update 
personal files by fingerprinting and taking snapshots of 
each child in case of an emergency. They also educated 
the older students on escape tactics if they are ever in a 
situation where they are being abducted by a stranger. 

Fire Rescue gave a brief demonstration on the 


proper way to administer 
CPR in an emergency. 

Family Services re- 
minded students about self- 
esteem and how a high self- 
esteem can prevent drug 
and alcohol use. Using a 
game to reinforce the mes- 
sage, Valerie Marone, com- 
munity events coordinator, 
pointed out characteristics 
of someone who possesses 
a high self-esteem. 

“We always like to 
add an element of fun to 
the teaching,” Marone said. 

“The kids have had a good 
time with it and they were 
able to identify some of 
their strengths and some 
of their weaknesses while 
learning to build and im- 
prove their self-esteem.” 

The week wasn’t all 
work and no play. Nata- 
sha Perez from the Fitness 
Dept, helped loosen every- 
one up with a dance class 
that called for all partici- 
pants. 

“I’m trying to teach 
the kids that they need to 
believe in themselves and 
it’s ok to get up there and 
be yourself” Perez said. 

Steve Baggett, owner 
of Ties that Bind, brought 
in his crew to help teach the 
students about teamwork 
using a ropes course. Stu- 
dents completed physical and mental activities by rely- 
ing on team members. 

“It’s fun to see the light bulb go on and them share 
the ideas they have,” Baggett said. “Their power is to- 


gether and it’s important that they leam the teamwork 
so their culture will keep going and thriving.” 

Seminole history and culture were not forgotten 
during the week and were interspersed throughout 
classes. 

“My favorite class has been culture,” said Lahna 
Sedatol-Baker. “We are learning how to make baskets 
and when I get older I want to teach kids how to leam 
about their culture.” 

Culture Dept. Director Lorene Gopher and teach- 
ers Nancy Shore and Jenny Shore helped the younger 
girls with beadwork while the older students worked 
on basket weaving. 

The boys worked on wood carving with Herbert 
Jim and Victor Billie. The younger students focused on 
carving turtles and birds out of soap and the older boys 
honed their woodcarving skills making turtles and al- 
ligators. 

Jim played double duty as he also helped out the 
museum class with his captivating storytelling. 

“It doesn’t need to stop at empowering our youth,” 
said Miss Florida Seminole Brittany Smith. “We need 
to empower our elders, our culture, our traditions. As 
Seminole people we come from a strong background 
and a lot of the kids here don’t know that. Hopefully 
they continue on to leam more.” 

The youth weren’t the only ones to have fun. The 
adults also got to share in the teachings. They learned, 
danced and some even entertained during the talent 
show. 

“We want it to be a family event,” Dorgan said, 
“We feel if you’re going to teach the child then the 
adult should set good examples by attending as well.” 

The week provided the youth with the tools and 
knowledge to accomplish any and all of their goals. 

“I’ve learned a lot about the real life and how to 
prepare for it,” Alissa Dorgan said, “I’m looking for- 
ward to next year.” 






4A • The Seminole Tribune • August 28, 2009 


BIG CYPRESS 
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(L-R) Nutritionist Charlotte Porcaro hands Louise Billie information on calorie reduction. 


Seniors Attend Services Round Up Day 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — It was one stop 
shopping for the Big Cypress seniors when 
they visited the Senior Services Round Up 
event on July 28. 

At the event, organizers set up booths 
in the Big Cypress Senior Center to offer an 
opportunity for the Tribal elders to see first- 
hand what kind of services the Tribe offers 
to enhance their quality of life. 

While most of the seniors were already 
making use of the multitude of advantages 
extended from the various departments, 
many were surprised by additional options. 

Circulating through the booths, the 
guests picked up a series of gifts along the 
way and received an opportunity to partici- 
pate in the grand prize drawing at the end of 
the fair. 

From the Broadcasting Department’s 



Judy Weeks 


Community Care for the Elderly Dept, represen- 
tatives (L-R) Sheila Bevenue, Oneva Smith and 
Nelda Melton administer a broad spectrum of 
services. 


offer of cable sign up, maintenance and 
technical support to the issuance of new 
identification cards or the application for a 
passport, the services covered a broad scope. 

Raffling off a 32 inch flat screen tele- 
vision, staff from the Housing Dept, stood 
ready to assist with home maintenance con- 
cerns, remodeling or new home applica- 
tions. Frances Teele was the lucky recipient 
of the television set. 

Safety was the major issue as Seminole 
Fire Rescue personnel distributed a home 
fire escape plan, kitchen aids and demon- 
strated first response equipment and para- 
medic life packs. Drawings were held at 
regular intervals for home smoke detectors. 

The Seminole Police Dept, stressed se- 
curity measures at home, while shopping, 
traveling or conducting routine business in 
public areas. 

From physical fitness schedules and 
massage therapy to blood pressure and sug- 
ar testing, health received extensive cover- 
age. Mental health, depression, swine flu, 
foot care, first aid, weight loss programs, 
exercise, sanitation, nutrition and diabetes 
programs played a major role in the wealth 
of services available to enhance and extend 
lifestyles. Small gifts and literature helped 
drive the message home. 

Community Care for the Elderly (CCE) 
Dept, staff members processed a constant 
flow of people interested in home repair, 
transport, lawn maintenance, house clean- 
ing, pest control, interpreter services and 
emergency care. 

Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. David 
Cypress put his deduction abilities to work 
and guessed the correct number of M&M™ 
candies in the CCE jar and won a rocking 
chair and gift basket. 


Gospel Celebrations Held for Frank Billie’s 96th 






Big Cypress New Testament Baptist Church 
celebrate Frank Billie’s 96th birthday. 


Lindsey King 

and gospel singers 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Members of the 
Big Cypress New Testament Baptist Church 
joined family and friends to follow the gos- 
pel trail blazed by Frank Billie July 11-13 in 
celebration of his 96th birthday. 

President Richard Bowers Jr. offered 
kind words about the Tribal elder. 

“What Frank Billie has done for the 
Seminole Tribe is priceless,” President 
Bowers said. “He had a great vision and was 
an architect and signer of our constitution. 
Serving as our first president in 1957, he 
helped to build what we have today.” 

A member of the Wind Clan, Billie 


Photo Courtesy of Lindsey King 

Frank Billie visits friends at the Big Cypress Se- 
nior Center at during the 2008 holiday season. 


was bom in the Ev- 
erglades in what is 
now part of the Ever- 
glades National Park 
near the Collier/Dade 
County line in circa 
1913. 

The son of In- 
graham Billie Sr. and 
wife, Effie, he con- 
verted to Christian- 
ity during the 1940s 
and moved to the Big 
Cypress Reservation, 
where he has resided 
ever since. As a lead- 
er, pastor and cattle- 
man, he helped shape 
his community. 

Due to the frailty 
of advanced age, Bil- 
lie was unable to at- 
tend his gospel birth- 
day celebration, but his spirit was present in 
the vast accomplishments of his lifetime of 
serve to his fellow man. As church pastor for 
more than thirty years, Billie conducted his 
first services in a chickee on the edge of the 
woods in Big Cypress and then moved to the 
permanent structure which currently houses 
the congregation. 

By the early 1970s Billie began or- 
ganizing “gospel sings.” Residents from 
Big Cypress, Brighton, Hollywood and the 
Tamiami Trail would take turns hosting the 
visiting congregations of their churches on a 
monthly basis. Before long his gospel tours 
included an annual trek to the Oklahoma 
Seminoles. 

Since his retirement, this gospel trail 
has fallen into disuse. Billie’s descendents 
and church members chose his birthday to 
reopen the way and 
are hoping to reestab- 
lish this time honored 
tradition. 

The birthday 
dinner took place on 
the evening of July 
11 in the newly con- 
structed Eddie Bil- 
lie Fellowship Hall. 
Several Oklahoma 
Seminoles joined the 
Gastineax Gospel 
Singers from Ada, 
Okla., and journeyed 
to Big Cypress to 
participate in the fes- 
tivities. 

Sunday servic- 
es included a trib- 
ute to Frank Billie 
by his great-great- 
granddaughter, Erin 
“Sissy” Buster, and a 


Frank Billie’s great-granddaughter, Erin “Sissy” 
Buster, shares his accomplishments with the au- 
dience. 


trip down memory lane with his grandson- 
in-law, Keeno King. As the oldest active 
church member, Joe Osceola Sr. did his part 
to recall the past 40 years. Church and fam- 
ily members shared a lifetime of experiences 
surrounding their past leader and participat- 
ed in the gospel presentation. 

The tour, featuring both the Seminole 
Boys and the Gastineax Gospel Singers, as 
well as Big Cypress New Testament Baptist 
church members then made their way to the 
Chickee Baptist Church in Hollywood on 
the evening of July 12 to celebrate Billie’s 
birthday there. 

On the following day they also made 
a stop at the Brighton Veterans Building to 
celebrate Billie’s birthday with members of 
the Brighton Seminole Bible Baptist Church. 


Lindsey King 

(L-R) “The Seminole Boys,” Frank Johnson, Bruce Douglas, Keeno King 
and Vandel Samuels, followed the Frank Billie gospel trail. 


BRIGHTON 


Tribe Celebrates National Day of the American Cowboy 




BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 


Rachel Buxton 

Roger Smith (R) rides in a Western-style wagon down the streets of Okeechobee. 


OKEECHOBEE, Fla. — Cowboys and cowgirls, 
Tribal citizens and even a few Florida politicians made 
the horseback ride through the town of Okeechobee for 
the National Day of the American Cowboy cattle drive 
held July 25. 

The cattle drive was led by members of the 
Okeechobee Cattlemen’s Association on horseback fol- 
lowed by Tribal officials President Richard Bowers Jr. 
and Big Cypress Board Rep. Paul Bowers Sr. in old-time 
covered wagons. 

“We sponsor that to give it a Western flare,” said 
Tribal citizen and Brighton Museum Coordinator Willie 
Johns. 

The Seminole Tribe also donated 75 head of roping 
steers to take part in the cattle drive that were driven by 
Brighton’s own cow crew down the three and a half mile 
stretch. 

The drive began at Okeechobee’s Flagler Park on 
Highway 70 West and ended at the Agri-Civic Center on 
Highway 70 East, where a day of events and fes- 
tivities took place. 

At the Agri-Civic Center artists and authors 
set up booths selling Western ware items. Some 
cowboys took part in a barbeque cook-off while 
others stuck to old-time storytelling. 

A ranch rodeo followed the day’s events. 
This year marked the fifth anniversary of the 
National Day of the American Cowboy. The day 
was established with a resolution sponsored by 
Wyoming Senator Craig Thomas. In addition, it 
was supported by then-President George W. Bush 
who said, “We celebrate the cowboy as a symbol 
of the grand history of the American West.” 

The National Day of the American Cow- 
boy is held the fourth Saturday of July each year 
with events held all over the country. This was 
the Seminole Tribe’s third year participating in 
Okeechobee and their involvement continues to 


Rachel Buxton 

Big Cypress Board Rep. Paul Bowers Sr. (R) represents the Seminole Tribe in the National Day 
of the American Cowboy cattle drive. 


grow. 

Johns said it only seems fitting that the Tribe 
participates in such a day. 

“We were the original cowboys,” he said. 


Fred Smith Rodeo Arena Website Gets a Makeover 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Cowboys and cow- 
girls from all over can now be up-to-date 
with the news and happenings going on at 
the Fred Smith Rodeo Arena on the Brighton 
Reservation by visiting their newly designed 
website, rezrodeo.com. 

“This is not actually a new website,” 
Director of the Fred Smith Rodeo Arena 
Amos Tiger said. “This is a much improved 
website.” 

The revamped website was several 
years in the making with the help of High- 
forge Solutions, an all-in-one custom web- 
site design company based out of Orlando. 

The website domain now completely 


belongs to the Fred Smith Rodeo Arena and 
allows staff members to upload posts when- 
ever needed without having to go through a 
middleman. 

“We took over the domain name since 
we wanted people to be aware that we had 
events going on here all of the time,” Fred 
Smith Rodeo Arena Secretary Molleetha 
Gomez said. 

Rezrodeo.com provides a calendar of 
scheduled events for visitors to view simply 
by clicking the month and day. 

The website is incredibly user friendly 
and features a link that provides results for 
events that have taken place at the arena so 
the public and the competitors can see the 
current rodeo standings. 

“The idea of revamping comes with the 


thought of making the best better,” Tiger 
said. “We are looking for a more positive 
outlook from the public.” 

The website has already received posi- 
tive feedback from the public through the 
many hits it has received. Now that the arena 
privately owns the domain they are able to 
track the number of hits that come across the 
site and are able to receive comments and 
questions from site visitors. 

The arena isn’t done adding to their new 
and improved site. 

“We also have been working on projects 
of taking our own pictures to post to the site 
to make it more personable,” Gomez added. 

To view current standings, check for 
upcoming events or to find out how to be- 
come a sponsor visit www.rezrodeo.com. 


Emergency Management Dept. 
Prepares Community for Hurricanes 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — The Seminole Tribe 
of Florida Emergency Management Dept, 
helped prepare Tribal citizens and employ- 
ees for the current hurricane season during 
a hurricane presentation held Aug. 6 at the 
Brighton Veterans Building. 

Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Andrew 
Bowers Jr. welcomed everyone for attend- 
ing and stressed the importance of the topic. 

“These disasters don’t discriminate,” 
Rep. Bowers said about hurricanes. “We’re 
all in this together. We want to make sure 
you are safe because the Seminole Tribe 
needs you.” 

He encouraged the attendees to take 
what they could from the presentation be- 
fore handing it over to Emergency Manage- 
ment Coordinator Carl Fowler. 

Fowler touched on points such as the 
dates of hurricane season, types of hurri- 
canes, how to prepare for a hurricane, what 
to do when a hurricane hits and what to do in 
the aftermath of a storm. 

Hurricane season officially began June 
1 and lasts till November 30 with the middle 
of September being the peak activity time 
for storms. 

“We can’t let our guard down,” Fowler 
said. “We can’t assume nothing 
is going to happen until then.” 

Hurricanes are rated on an 
intensity scale known as the Saf- 
fir- Simpson scale and rate from 
Category 1 up to a Category 5 
storm. 

It has been predicted by Dr. 

William M. Gray a Professor 
Emeritus of Atmospheric Sci- 
ence and Dr. Philip Klotzbach 
that the 2009 hurricane season 
will consist of 12 named storms, 
six hurricanes and two major 
hurricanes at Category 3 or 
higher. 

“Now is the time to plan,” 

Fowler stressed. 

Prior to a hurricane individ- 
uals should prepare a hurricane 
kit that will last between three 
and seven days. Some of the 
items included in the kit should 
be a well-supplied stock of wa- 
ter, nonperishable items such 
as canned foods, baby necessi- 
ties, medications or any other 
medical necessities, a first aid 
kit, AM/FM battery operated ra- 
dio with plenty of batteries and 
flashlights. 

Fowler also discussed how 
families should have a plan of 


action decided, which specifies whether or 
not the need to go to a shelter is necessary. 

On the Brighton Reservation the Vet- 
erans Building will be used as a shelter for 
Tribal citizens while the preschool will be 
used for employees. 

If a hurricane hits Fowler said the main 
thing is to stay calm and monitor the storm 
using either a television or radio. People 
should stay inside due to strong winds and 
possible flying debris, he added. 

After a storm individuals should be 
prepared to be self-reliant for several days 
and outside activities and driving should be 
minimized. Generators should never be used 
indoors and everyone should practice safety 
when it comes to the use of chainsaws. 

Individuals should continue to monitor 
the status and always carry a valid identifi- 
cation on them. 

Tribal citizens and employees are en- 
couraged to visit www.floridadisaster.org/ 
county_em/county_list.htm to find their 
county’s disaster contact info and what they 
offer during such emergencies. 

For more information contact the Semi- 
nole Tribe of Florida Emergency Informa- 
tion Disaster Hotline at (800) 617-7514 or 
stop by the Emergency Management Dept, 
office to pick up a copy of the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida All Hazards Guide. 
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Emergency Management Coordinator Carl Fowler suggests 
using old milk jugs to start stocking up on water in the event 
of a storm. 
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Museum Director Anne McCudden gives a last minute examination to the photographs and their accompanying placards at the 
opening reception of the Randle/Sheffield Collection at the Ah-Tah-Tha-Ki Museum in Big Cypress. 


Randle/Sheffield Photo Collection 
Opens at Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Photographer Florence Randle 
and her niece, Phyliss Sheffield, may be gone, but their 
legacy lives on in their artistic work. 

A reception was held on July 17 for the Randle/ 
Sheffield Collection, which opened at the Ah-Tah-Thi- 
Ki Museum. The exhibit provides a piece of the defini- 
tive historical record of the Seminoles living along the 
Tamiami Trail in the 1930s and 1940s. 

The exhibit will be on display through Jan. 18, 
2010, and provides a pictorial view of the camp life 
that existed along this remote corridor through the Ev- 
erglades, which forever changed the economy of the 
Seminole people. 

“As I examine these pictures, I can almost hear the 
voices of the people featured crying out from the past,” 
said Museum Director Anne McCudden. “We invite the 
Tribal members to come and explore the exhibit and 
give identities to these faces. An area has been set aside 
for this purpose.” 

A commercial photographer and government em- 
ployee, Florence Stiles Randle maintained a studio in 
Coconut Grove, Fla., and on weekends would venture 
out onto the Tamiami Trail looking for photographic op- 
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(L-R) Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum Director Anne McCudden and 
Conservator Corey Smith discuss the corn grinding log and 
sofkee spoon in the display titled, “A Woman’s Work is Never 
Done.” 


portunities. Her niece, Phyliss Sheffield, would accom- 
pany her on her quest as she documented her favorite 
subject, the Seminoles. 

Randle captured the images of a sensitive, proud 
people, who raised their families while surviving in a 
hostile environment. From Musa Isle to eastern Collier 
County, she captured on film the determination and re- 
sourcefulness of an unconquered people. 

During the passage of time, the negatives and glass 
plates that archived this valuable work were packed into 
boxes and stored in a forgotten area of an attic. Some- 
time during the 1980s, their existence came to light, and 
as their heir, Sheffield began to reproduce the images 
and sell them at art and craft shows around the state of 
Florida. 

The South Florida Community College Museum of 
Florida Art and Culture in Avon Park purchased a set 
of the prints. A short documentary film of an interview 
with Phyliss Sheffield in 1995 accompanies the collec- 
tion to authentic the materials and their origin. 

“Acquiring the photographs on loan, the Ah-Tah- 
Thi-Ki Museum has coordinated them into sub areas to 
create a comprehensive display of the subject matter,” 
Curator of Exhibits Saul Drake said. “Separating the 
prints into categories, we have produced placards of as- 
sociated information to enhance the images.” 

“Putting together an exhibit of this magnitude re- 
quires a great deal of research, but the end result is re- 
warding,” added Exhibits Manager Greg Palumbo. “It 
brings the pictures to life and gives the subjects a re- 
alistic identity. Material objects help to put things into 
perspective.” 

Registrar Robin Kilgo and Conservator Corey 
Smith made a selection of objects to place on display in 
each sub genre. A hand crank sewing machine, winnow- 
ing or sifting basket, sofkee spoon, children’s clothing 
and a drum from that era, painted and signed by Tommie 
Tiger, have been taken from the Museum collection and 
placed in plexiglass enclosures for their protection. 

“Everything comes from the earth and wants in 
time to return to its original state,” Corey Smith said. 
“As a conservator, it is my job to slow that process. 
Some articles in our collection are magnificent speci- 
mens, but too fragile for exhibition and substitutes must 
be incorporated.” 

“For instance, this canoe is a scaled down repro- 
duction of an original,” Smith continued, “ft effectively 
serves the purpose to show the general construction of a 
dugout to link the photographs in the ‘Highway of Wa- 
ter’ portion of the exhibit.” 


Reality TV Stars Visit Billie Swamp Safari 


SUBMITTED BY BILLIE SWAMP SAFARI 

BIG CYPRESS — The reality TV 
stars of the hit show “The Real Housewives 
of Orange County” enjoyed a swamp buggy 
eco-tour, rode on an airboat and sampled 
Seminole foods at the Swamp Water Cafe 
during their visit to Billie Swamp Safari on 
July 21. 

Producers of the popular Bravo series 
wanted to include an active, outdoor com- 
ponent to the show and they brought the cast 
to film on the more than 2,000 acre nature 
preserve on the Big Cypress Reservation. 

The show, which has an estimated audi- 
ence of 90 million viewers, will air on Bravo 
in January 2010. 

Submitted by Billie Swamp Safari 

At Right: Bravo’s Real Housewives of Orange 
County take a ride on a swamp buggy for the 
eco-tour at Billie Swamp Safari July 21. 



| HOLLYWOOD 

Claudine Candy Cypress Joins HR Dept. 


SUBMITTED BY HUMAN RESOURCES DEPT. 

HOLLYWOOD — Seminole Tribal citizen Clau- 
dine Candy Cypress has joined the Human Resources 
Dept, as the newest member of the Training & Develop- 
ment Team. 

She will work alongside Karen Lindo, Human Re- 
sources training manager, and Stacy Adams, Human 
Resources training specialist, to coordinate Tribal-wide, 
valuable training workshops on topics including new 


hire orientation, image management, code of conduct 
and harassment awareness,. 

Cypress earned a bachelor’s degree in business 
administration from Florida Atlantic University, and 
worked for seven years with Seminole Health Admin- 
istration as a patient registration coordinator and patient 
accounts manager. 

She transferred to the Human Resources Dept, from 
the Housing Dept., where she has served as the manager 
for the Native Learning Center since January 2009. 


Board of Directors Meet for Special Session 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Board of Directors met 
for a special session in Hollywood July 30 passing two 


resolutions on the agenda including: 

Resolution 6: Transfer of operation of Okalee Vil- 
lage; 

Resolution 7 : Approval of filing application for 8(a) 
BD certification. 




Council Rep. Celebrates 58 th Birthday 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 


BIG CYPRESS — It takes a very im- 
portant person to convince Garth Brooks 
to come out of retirement and join Michael 
Jackson to entertain at their birthday party. 

But that’s just what happened when Big 
Cypress Council Rep. David Cypress cel- 
ebrated his 58th birthday on Aug. 5. From 
the moment they were invited, there was 
never any doubt about their appearance. 

Big Cypress community members and 
employees coordinated their efforts to throw 
a big bash for their leader. Weeks went into 
planning the extravaganza and people from 
all departments pitched in to decorate the 
gym on the morning of the event. 

Recreation provided the set-up and last 
minute preparations looked like a well orga- 
nized bee hive with all departments getting 
involved. Cooperation was the key and ev- 
erything came together like pieces of a puz- 
zle. When the doors opened at 10:30 a.m., 
it took less than 30 minutes for the room to 
fill with more than 400 people eager to help 
Rep. Cypress celebrate another year. 

Paul “Cowbone” Buster and his band 
filled the room with country/westem favor- 
ites for the opening performance, luncheon 
procession and then returned to answer re- 
quests for an encore. 

It took Cypress’s birthday to bring Mi- 
chael Jackson back to the stage as the cur- 
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Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. David Cypress cuts the cake at his 58th 
birthday party. 


sequins to elegant red accompanied the changes in his 
tains opened. Wearing his silver studded, black leather repertoire. 

outfit, he made the stage his home as he brought three Leaving the stage, Jackson gave special attention 
of his classics to life. Switching costumes from black to the audience members and then brought the house 

down, when Cypress joined him 


Rep. Cypress holds up one of the gifts he received for his birthday. 


on stage during his final appear- 
ance. 

Working the stage and au- 
dience, Garth Brooks had all 
the moves, famous gestures and 
choreography that have endeared 
him to people around the world. 
Partygoers drummed the tables 
and tapped their feet as he ser- 
enaded them with his songs that 
had become gold and platinum 
on the charts. David Cypress 
mimicked him during his rendi- 
tion of the song “Shameless.” 

Children from the Big Cy- 
press Gymnastics Camp sur- 
rounded Rep. Cypress to wish 
him a Happy Birthday and then 
the audience joined in singing 
as he cut his cake. A table laden 
with gifts intrigued the crowd 
until he finally satisfied their cu- 
riosity by opening his presents. 

A balloon artist and face 
painter entertained the younger 
set, while a rover circulated 
among the guests displaying his 
card trick talent. 



HE POLICE 

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS 

DO YOU? 

Call Me For A FREE Consultation 

RICHARD CASTILLO 

954 . 522.3500 


Since 1 990 1 have protected rights like yours. 
My office defends dui's, drug offenses, 
suspended license, domestic violence, and 
all felonies and misdemeanors. 

24 HOURS A DAY 

The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not 
be based solely upon advertisement Castillo worked as a Public 
Defender in Broward County from 1990-1996 and has been in 
private practice for nine years. In 1995 he was voted the Trial 
Attorney of the year. He graduated from Capital University in 
1989 and was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1990, Federal Bar in 
1992, and the Federal Trial Bar in 1994. 


PRAXIS 


A SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY 


ONE BEDROOM - $700 
TWO BEDROOM - $800 

INCLUDES UTILITIES ! 


1450 S.W. 11th Way, Deerfield Beach, FL 33441 

(corner of SW 1 5th St. across from Deerfield Beach High School) 


* BALCONY OR PATIO 

* WALL TO WALL CARPET 

* ELEVATORS 

* PICNIC AREA W/ GRILLS 

* SHUFFLEBOARDS 


* TWO CLUBHOUSES 

* SWIMMING POOL 

* JACUZZI 

* COMPUTER LAB 

* ON-SITE MANAGER 


Near to beaches, medical facilities, shopping. 
Limited transportation available. 


MUST BE 55 OR OLDER AND LOW INCOME QUALIFIED 


PRAXIS provides Equal 
Housing Opportunity 
and accepts housing 
vouchers. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION 

(954) 428-3480 

www.praxis2.com 
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| IMMOKALEE 



Immokalee 4-H participants and their parents gather in the gym to learn about what the 2009-2010 season will bring. 


Immokalee Begins New 4-H Season 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — In anticipation of the 2009- 
2010 season, Immokalee 4-H’ers and their parents gath- 
ered in the gym on July 23 to meet their new leader, 
Melonie Hamlet, and her assistant, Michelle Osceola. 

“Melonie Hamlet is not a stranger to the Immokalee 
4-H program,” Seminole 4-H Director Polly Hayes said. 
“She served as a valuable volunteer during the past sea- 
son and will be assuming the duties as your new leader. 
She has been actively involved in 4-H leadership for 
eighteen years and raised four of her own children in 
its programs.” 

During opening remarks, Hamlet announced that 
she would be available daily at the Immokalee Semi- 
nole Ranch 4-H trailer adjacent to the steer and swine 
bams. She provided everyone with her cell number in 
the event that anything requires immediate assistance. 
All future meetings and projects will be conducted from 
that location. 

After joining together for the 4-H, American and 
Seminole Pledges, the group learned that they would be 
electing officers for the new season at their meeting on 
Sept. 1. 

“4-H is a family brotherhood and sisterhood,” said 
Hamlet. “Your parents and other family members are a 
vital part of a successful project, and through you, the 
next generation will become involved. I watched last 
year as our peewee division of Cloverbuds pitched in 
and were very observant. They learn quickly by exam- 
ple and it is your responsibility to set high standards for 
their benefit as well as your own.” 

As in previous years, the youngsters were made 
aware of the many options available through the 4-H 
program. Raising steers and swine are just two of more 
than 300 possible projects that include subjects like fish- 
ing, sewing, cooking, small engines, photography and 
scrapbooking. 

The ethics workshop schedule will soon be avail- 



Judy Weeks 


(L-R) Immokalee 4-H Leader Melonie Hamlet and her assis- 
tant, Michelle Osceola, lay out plans for the new 4-H season. 

able and Hayes emphasized that participation will be 
mandatory for everyone with a project. 

Dates were announced for both steer and swine 
weigh ins. Immokalee 4-H’ers have the opportunity to 
take part in the Seminole, Palm Beach County and Col- 
lier County shows during the upcoming season. Work 
has already begun in preparation for these events, which 
require a separate project for each entry. 

Seminole 4-H is promoting a Beef Judging Team, 
which plans to travel to different places judging live- 
stock and acquiring showmanship techniques. Learning 
about the judging process and what to look for in the 
arena should prove to greatly enhance the current pro- 
gram. 

Prospect shows offer the opportunity for exhibi- 
tors to present their projects, improve their skills and 
develop higher showmanship qualities. Available to in- 
termediates and seniors, the rewards are unlimited and 
provide access to fairs and private farms that specialize 
in show quality livestock. 

“Our goal is for you to have a good learning experi- 
ence and bond,” said Hamlet. 



Youth Ranch Members Attend Orlando Field Trip 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

ORLANDO — The Immokalee Seminole 
Ranch (ISR) youth members took a trip to Orlando 
July 14-16. 

Hot summer days, high humidity and seasonal 
afternoon rain storms have seriously curtailed the 
horse back riding and rodeo activities at the ISR. 
However, while in Orlando, they took in shows at 
two popular attractions, Arabian Nights and Medi- 
eval Times, both of which feature performers on 
horseback. 

While staff at the ISR have designed programs 
for all age groups, their primary target is the youth 
of the community. 

“Youngsters have a short attention span and it 
is our job to continually seek new ways to inspire 
and encourage them toward a healthy lifestyle that 
will help them develop into responsible adults,” 
said Immokalee Seminole Ranch Director Kenny 
Joe Davis Sr. “Our goal is to beat the summer heat 
by capturing their interest in a series of fun filled 
educational opportunities.” 

Davis continued: “Our journey to Arabian 
Nights and Medieval Times in Orlando provided a 
chance for the kids to look at horses from a whole 
new angle and their imaginations ran wild. Fol- 
lowing the shows, they were filled with questions 
about how the animals did their tricks and wanted 
to learn to ride like the performers. Taking advan- 
tage of their enthusiasm, we encouraged them to 
get involved with the ranch horse program.” 

Entering the Medieval Times Castle, the group 
traveled back in time to the 1 1th Century. 

As royal guests, they participated in a traditional 
feast while they watched knights on horseback compete 
in joust with weapons of the period wearing authentic 
costumes. Racing down the courtyard of the Hall of 
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Submitted by Kenny Joe Davis Sr. 

The Arabian Nights Princess Genie introduces her horse to Immo- 
kalee Seminole Ranch Director Kenny Joe Davis Sr. 


Arms, the armored knights, their magnificent horses and 
fair ladies carried their audience through history. 

Arabian Nights featured a unique blend of horses, 
riders, special effects and costumes. The program is de- 
veloped around the fairy 
tale of “The Black Stal- 
lion” created by Walter 
Farley and summons the 
magical powers of the 
Princess Genie. Daring 
stunts and remarkable 
horsemanship capture the 
imagination of all ages 
from the Circle of Fire to 
the chariot race. 

Having VIP passes, 
the ISR children partici- 
pated in a meet and greet 
opportunity behind the 
scenes where they met 
the performers and their 
horses. They were intro- 
duced to fourteen breeds 
of horses from all around 
the world and the exten- 
sive training program that 
prepares the animals for 
showmanship. 

Hotel accommoda- 
tions at Nickelodeon 
provided the group with 
access to a theme park of 
cartoon characters, water 
sports, miniature golf and 
an arcade. 



Kenny Joe Davis Sr. 


Harley Hollaway (C) finds out what it feels like to be an Arabian princess. 



Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 

Probate and Family Court Department 

HAMPDEN Division Docket No. HD08D0326 

Divorce Summons By Publication AND MAILING 

MELVIN WILLIAM TORRES, Plaintiff 
v. 

CLARA INES ARDILA, Defendant 

To the above named Defendant: 

A Complaint has been presented to this Court by the Plaintiff, MELVIN WILLIAM 
TORRES, seeking to dissolve the bonds of matrimony. 

An Automatic Restraining Order has been entered in this matter preventing you from 
taking any action which would negatively impact the current financial status of either 
party. Please refer to Supplemental Probate Court Rule 41 1 for more information. 

You are required to serve upon Melvin William Torres - plaintiff - whose address is 
226 Centre Street, Indian Orchard, Ma. 01151 your answer on or before November 6, 
2009. If you fail to do so, the court will proceed to the hearing and adjudication of this 
action. You are also required to file a copy of your answer in the office of the Register 
of this Court at Springfield. 

Witness, ANNE GEOFFRION, Esquire, First Justice of said Court at Springfield, this 
22nd day of July, 2009. 


[sig] Thomas P. Moriarty Jr. 
Register of Probate Court 


Criminal Defense 



— + — „ 

DU I 
VOP 

felony & misdemeanor 
Domestic Violence 
family law 
Child Support 
Traffic Tickets 


606 WEST SUGARLAND HWY, 
C lewiston. Florida 

+ 


The Law Office of 


Joseph *Mody h M. Hendry, ffil 

363 983-LAWS (5297) 
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| FIRE RESCUE DEPT. 


Tribe Welcomes New Fire Rescue Deputy Chief 



BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Seminole Fire-Rescue 
Dept, has a new addition to celebrate in Deputy Fire 
Chief Dave Casey. 

A little over a month into his duties, the 5 1 -year-old 
Chicago native brings a wealth of knowledge in appara- 
tus acquisition, special operations training, promotional 
processes, prevention, training and building system in- 
frastructure. 


Deputy Fire Chief Dave Casey 


“My hope is to build and plan beyond the immedi- 
ate,” Casey said regarding the still infant program. “We 
are still growing up and the dynamics of the Tribe con- 
tinue to change also.” 

“This is actually a growing up of the agency,” he 
added. 

The former 15 year veteran fire chief of Clay Coun- 
ty said he is very encouraged by the great amount of 
youth, energy, enthusiasm and good physical fitness 
among his new group in their transition forward. 

“I have been very impressed with this group,” he 
explained. 

As the overseer of services to 
seven counties, he will have his of- 
fice established in Big Cypress but 
will be in Hollywood regularly. 

He admits that one of the big- 
gest challenges as chief will be 
developing experience among a 
group of personnel saddled with 
a lot of responsibility spread over 
hundreds of miles among the res- 
ervations. 

“It is tough for [the fire-rescue 
unit] because it is much more of a 
learning evolvement for them and 
really changes how they do their 
training,” he noted. “I want to help 
continue to build our organization- 
al infrastructure.” 

Casey has a family of four 
including wife Colleen and sons 
Thomas and Patrick. 

The graduate of Plantation 
High School and Florida Interna- 
tional University has also taught at 
numerous colleges including Bro- 
ward Community College, Miami 
Dade College and Broward Fire 
Academy. 

An author of several publica- 
tions, he has a text book on live fire 
Chris c. Jenkins training due out in March of next 
year. 


| SEMINOLE POLICE DEPT. 

Police Dept. Launches Explorers Youth Program 


SUBMITTED BY SEMINOLE POLICE DEPT. 

The Seminole Police Dept, is accepting applica- 
tions for the newly formed Explorers Program. 

Members will meet on a regular basis to learn about 
law enforcement. They will receive training in how the 
criminal justice system works. 

Community projects, field trips, guest speakers, and 
hands on experience are all part of the program to help 
create a bond between the police department and the 
Tribal youth of our communities. 

Those enrolled in the program will follow a code of 
conduct, wear a specially designed uniform and govern 
themselves with the assistance of a police officer advi- 
sor. Members can advance from trainees, to explorers, 
to sergeants, to lieutenants. This is a volunteer program, 


not a paid position. 

Tribal youth, both male and female, between the 
ages of 6-19 are encouraged to join. They must pass an 
interview process and not have had serious criminal in- 
fractions. 

There will be an Explorer Unit on each reservation. 
At times all units will participate in joint events. Travel 
will be arranged when necessary. 

The program will kick off in early September. Ap- 
plicants will be notified of the date and time as soon as 
available. 

To apply, please complete the preliminary applica- 
tion to show an interest in joining or find out more about 
it. Those under 18 years of age will need to have the 
signed parental permission completed. 



Brian Brown 


Firefighters cut through the building’s wall using a K-12 saw. The Seminole Fire Rescue Dept, trained and practiced firefight- 
ing techniques on the former Hollywood Seminole Police Dept, station during July and August. 


Firefighters Practice Rescue 
Techniques in Old SPD Station 


BY BRIAN BROWN 
Contributing Writer 

HOLLYWOOD — The Seminole Tribe Fire 
Rescue Dept, recently had the opportunity to train 
and practice firefighting skills on the building that 
used to be the Hollywood Seminole Police Station 
during the months of July and August. 

The SPD headquarters recently moved to its 
new home at 3101 North State Road 7 in Holly- 
wood. 

Opportunities to use an actual building for 
training doesn’t happen on a regular basis so the 
Fire Department takes full advantage of these 
structures when they do become available. 

During their training, the firefighters prac- 
ticed simulated fire drills, breaching exterior walls 
to create an escape route for victims and trapped 
firefighters, cutting holes in the building’s roof 
to assist with ventilating the structure, and cut- 
ting open hurricane rated glass windows to create 
routes for escaping or ventilation. 

The firefighters train daily, learning and re- 
learning firefighting and emergency medical skills 
in order to be current with the department’s high 
professional standards. 



Brian Brown 

Firefighter David Allis kneels to remove his gear during the training 
exercises in Hollywood. 


APPLICATION FOR SEMINOLE POLICE 

EXPLORERS PROGRAM 


FIRST NAME_ 
NICKNAME __ 


_LAST NAME_ 


BIRTHDATE_ 
ADDRESS 


_AGE_ 


MALE FEMALE_ 


RESERVATION- 


PHONE NUMBERS 1) _ 
SCHOOL 


If you are under 18 years of age, a parent or guardian must sign that it is OK for 
you to become a member of the Seminole Police Explorers Program. 


I GIVE PERMISSION FOR _ 


_ TO BE A 


MEMBER OF THE SEMINOLE POLICE EXPLORERS PROGRAM. 


Mother’s 

signature— 

Father’s 

signature- 


Guardian’s 

Signature_ 


Submit this application to any Seminole Police Officer or at any Seminole Police Station: 
If you or your parents have questions, contact Lieutenant Jerry Meisenheimer at (863) 
697-9577. 


SPD Available for Drug Awareness Presentations 

The Seminole Police Dept. Street Crimes Unit now offers Drug Awareness Presentations to the 
Seminole Tribal citizens and departments. 

Topics include: Why people use drugs, Early warning signs of use, Methods of treatment, Negative 
effects on the human body and Drug identification. 

Any Tribal citizen or department head who would like to schedule a presentation, please contact 
one of the Sgt. Scott Goodman, (863) 763-5731 for Tampa, Brighton and Ft. Pierce, and Sgt. Jarret 
Romanello, (954) 967-5100 for Hollywood, Big Cypress and Immokalee. 



_ Protec t_yourseLf fronn_ 
making a mistake^ __ 
Practice these simple phrases! 

“No, you can't search my car," 

“No, you can't search my home." 
“No, I don’t want to talk with you.” 
"Call my lawyer!” 

Call Guy SeLigman 

954 - 760-7600 

24 hours a day 


Dr. Brian C. Rush 
Chiropractic Physician 
Successfully Treating... 

• neck Pain 

* Lower Back Pain 

♦ Headaches ^ 
' Leg & Arm Pain % 

1 Joint P^in 

* Muscle Pain 

1 Auto Accident Pain 

Wfc JIM- limjjnnct pfcm. iTO'i, 
ITMp. liMkJJV AuUii lit^iurfr 



free spurn exam 

1 ArCO.lS|l|.TATlOl« 1 

TO ALL 1HIHU CITIZENS 


Anpr'iPioriiA 


Dr, Kush Can help You! 
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MILLENIUM LIMO, INC. 

www.millenmmlivTko.com 

Over f Chryslm, Mercedes dridEscdoto to choose from! 



Starting out at $49/hr for Regular Umos 
$99/hr for Hummer H2 Limo$ and Escalade Limos 


| CASINO 



Seminole Broadcasting 


(L-R) President Richard Bowers Jr., Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Andrew Bowers, Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Big Cypress 
Tribal Council Rep. David Cypress, Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. and Big Cypress Casino Manager Marlin 
“Tiger” Tommie cut the ribbon to officially welcome Class III slots to the Big Cypress Casino. 


Class III Slots Installed at BC Casino 
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BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Big Cypress Casino 
achieved another milestone with the installation of Ve- 
gas-style Class III machines slots machines at the facil- 
ity on July 23. 

Since its grand opening three years ago, the Big 
Cypress Casino has operated with limited facilities, but 
maintained a high quality of service. 

“Big Cypress is the home of our most challeng- 
ing casino, but it meets the needs of our future business 
expansion,” said Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max 
B. Osceola Jr. “One of our leadership goals is to train 
Tribal members to operate our business enterprises and 
this location is a prime opportunity for that program.” 

Big Cypress Casino General Manager Marlin “Ti- 
ger” Tommie asked his staff to come forward for a for- 
mal introduction to the Tribal Council and community 
members. Lining up across the front of the room, the 
employees were acknowledged for their dedication and 
hard work in maintaining the high standards set for all 
Seminole Casinos, regardless of location and volume of 
clientele. 

Laughing, Tommie said: “We have the distinction 
of knowing how to deal with a wide variety of guests. In 
the beginning, some of our most frequent visitors were 
alligators in the parking lot.” 

“Today this may appear to be the frontier of gam- 
bling, but tomorrow it could become the cornerstone of 
future business opportunities,” President Richard Bow- 
ers Jr said. “In the past our slot machines have required 
a minimum of players to compete against each other in 
order to win. When you wager on Vegas Style Slots, you 
play against the House.” 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress recognized the fact that 
the limited addition of slots was a small beginning but 
based on the economy, it was a wise move. There is al- 


ways room for expansion and a bright future predicts 
more machines and tables. 

Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. David Cypress, 
Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Andrew Bowers and Trail 
Liaison William Osceola echoed his remarks and con- 
gratulated Marlin Tommie on a terrific job under dif- 
ficult circumstances. 

In anticipation of the ribbon cutting ceremony, Ft. 
Pierce Liaison Sally R. Tommie summarized by saying: 
“Today’s small step is significant because it shows that 
we are continuing to grow forward during a period of 
economic down turn. The Seminole Tribe of Florida re- 
mains strong and is insuring the next level for its peo- 
ple.” 

Following the ribbon cutting by the Tribal Council 
representatives and the casino manager, the group took 
their places at the new slots to play the official opening 
games. 



Seminole Broadcasting 


Members of the Tribal Council play the first games on the new 
Vegas-style slots at the Big Cypress Casino. 


Seminole Casino Sponsors Harley-Davidson® Run 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

ESTERO, Fla. — The Seminole Casino-Immo- 
kalee attracted Harley-Davidson® bikers from through- 
out Florida for a motorcycle run in which they attempted 
to complete a record-breaking ride on July 26 and make 
it into the “Guinness Book of World Records.” 

The bikers rendezvoused at the Germain Arena in 
Estero at noon on July 26 to register and line up double 
file for the purposed run of approximately 28.5 miles to 
the Seminole Casino-Immokalee. 

After revving their engines, the motorcade pulled 
out on the highway at 1 :30 p.m. with a helicopter keep- 
ing close surveillance overhead for documentation. 

The motorcyclists stretched out for a 3 mile radius 
and drew an appreciative crowd along the highway, who 
waved and cheered their support. The first bikes crossed 
the finish line in front of the casino at 2:12 p.m. and a 
continuous stream followed for the next 16 minutes. 

A bird’s eye view of the parking lot revealed more 
than $5 million worth of hogs had completed the run. 
However impressive, it wasn’t a sufficient number to 
break the record, which had been set nearly seven years 
earlier. 

The world record for the longest Harley-Davidson® 
parade was set in December 2002 in Denver, Colo., 
when 2,118 Harley-Davidson® motorcycles traveled 2.7 
miles during a charity run. 

On hand to greet the biker’s arrival, Seminole Ca- 
sino-Immokalee Manager Tony Sanchez said: “I can’t 
say enough about the response. It was tremendous. We 
didn’t break the record, but it certainly was a lot of fun 
and there is always next year.” 

The run coincided with the casino’s July designa- 
tion as “Go Hog Wild” month. During the month the ca- 
sino gave away three $16,000 Harley-Davidson® Road 


King motorcycles during drawings on July 12, 19 and 
26. 

Moving inside the casino, the participants shared a 
luncheon buffet and afternoon of fun. If T-shirt logos, 
club jackets and vests are any indication, a cross sec- 
tion of America filled the Casino Entertainment Pavilion 
following the ride. Many of the participants belong to 
nationwide organizations and relished the opportunity 
to rub elbows with fellow bikers and talk shop. 

As the oldest rider in the bike run, Frank Smyser, 
74, said: “I’m not on the down hill grade yet. This was 
awesome and you can count on me to return next year. 
But first, I’m going to join the Seminole Player’s Club 
and try my luck at winning that Harley this afternoon.” 



$5 million worth of Harley-Davidson'' bikes participate in the 
more than 20 mile run to the Immokalee Casino. 



Judy Weeks 




August 28, 2009 • The Seminole Tribune • 9A 


SEMINOLE STAR SEARCH 



Brighton’s finalists ready to head to Hollywood for the Seminole Star Search Finals at the Paradise Live. 


Brighton’s Talent Moves on to Star Search Finals 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Brighton’s talent came out to 
claim their spot in the second annual Seminole Star 
Search finals Aug. 5 during tryouts held at the Brighton 
gym. 

Competitors showed their skills in front of the ce- 
lebrity judge panel consisting of singer and song writer 
Matt Kramer, singer Shea, bassist Jon Brant and hip-hop 
rapper/producer Prince Markie Dee. 

The competition is divided into different age divi- 
sions, separating the adults from the youth. This year 
they also added a new category for dancers. 

“Not everyone sings so we added a new hip-hop 
dance category,” said Director of Seminole Heritage 
Events and Promotions Micki Free. 

Harley Johns and Amber Craig were the first to take 
advantage of the new competition offered. 

Johns entertained the crowd showing off her moves 
to “Stanky Leg” by the G-Spot Boyz. 

“That was amazing,” said judge Prince Markie 
Dee, a former member of hip-hop group The Fat Boys. 
“I wanted to get up there and do the ‘Stanky Leg’ with 
you.” 

Craig moved to another modem single, “Crank 
That (Soulja Boy)” by Soulja Boy. The judges were also 
impressed by Craig’s moves and said she looked like 


she came right out of the music video. 

Salina Dorgan and Trina Bowers both sang songs 
attempting to earn a spot in the finals. Both are returning 
competitors from last year. 

“I was looking at your sign ‘It’s Back, It’s Here,’ ” 
Dorgan told the judges about a sign she saw at the com- 
petition site. “I’m back, I’m here.” 

Dorgan went on to wow the judges with her rendi- 
tion of Debby Boone’s “You Light Up My Life.” 

“You are one of my favorite performers because 
you love singing,” Brant said. 

Bowers didn’t disappoint either as she belted the 
praise and worship song, “Shout to the Lord.” 

“You showed versatility and you sang something 
you actually believed in and didn’t go for the obvious 
pop,” Kramer said. 

Stormin Youngblood and Royce Osceola showed 
a completely different music genre as they performed 
Marilyn Manson together. Youngblood and Osceola 
rocked out with their guitars playing their own music. 

“I loved your focus and concentration,” Shea told 
the duo. “I was ready to start a mosh pit.” 

“It seems like everyone brought their A game to- 
night,” Free said responding to the impressive perfor- 
mances. 

Johns, Craig, Dorgan, Bowers, Youngblood and 
Osceola each secured themselves a spot as finalists at 
the Seminole Star Search finals. 



Three BC Competitors Advance to 
Seminole Star Search 2009 Finals 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Seminole Heritage Events and 
Promotions brought lights, cameras and lots of action to 
Big Cypress for the Seminole Star Search 2009 tryouts 
on the evening of Aug. 4. 

Aspiring young entertainers and their families 
entered the gym to find a professional sound stage 
equipped with the latest technology and ready for their 
auditions. 

“Seminole Star Search is like a well-oiled machine 
that can’t be stopped,” said Seminole Heritage Events 
and Promotions Director Micki Free. “Each year gets 
bigger and better and tonight is your chance to shine.” 


One of three Seminole Star Search 2008 winners, 
David Billy, provided an opening performance and en- 
couraged the performers to reach for their dreams. 

Free then introduced the Star Search judges. 

“Our judges come from a background of musical 
careers that encompass many entertainment categories 
and include major bands, a disc jockey, teachers to the 
stars and current recording artists,” he said. 

Following an introduction, the judges, Prince Mar- 
kie Dee, Jon Brant, Shea Keck and Matt Kramer gave 
individual career summations and then critiqued each 
performance following the audition. They then an- 
nounced that Tori Osceola, Preston Osceola and Chris- 
topher Joe had been selected for the finals. 


Tribal Stars Shine at Star Search Tryouts 


BY ELIZABETH LEIBA 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Paul “Cowbone” Buster and 
Shelli Billie Tiger came out to show their vocal prowess 
in the Seminole Star Search tryouts held at The Paradise 
Live the evening of Aug. 6. 

Seminole Heritage Events and Promotions 
Director Micki Free welcomed competitors, 
judges and supportive family and friends to the 
event and expressed the importance of music in 
Tribal culture. 

“The Seminole Tribe of Florida is lucky that 
your [Tribal] Council cares,” Free expressed. 

He also encouraged Tribal citizens to take 
advantage of the yearly Seminole Star Search 
Music Camps. 

“Tribal members, all you have to do is show 
up to our music camps,” Free said. “We’ll help 
you do whatever you want to do in the music 
business.” 

David Billy, a 2008 Seminole Star Search 
winner, and field supervisor for the Seminole 
Heritage Events and Promotions Dept., spoke 
about his experience transitioning from more than 
20 years working as a police officer to working 
doing something he “only thought was a hobby.” 

He also sang “Suspicions” by Eddie Rabbitt, 
a track from the “Seminole Star Search Grand 
Prize Winners: Volume 1 CD.” As a winner, Billy 
has had the opportunity to perform across the 
country with Native Music Rocks, a Seminole 
Tribe initiative to support Native American mu- 
sic and artists. 

Shelli Billie Tiger, 12, was the first contestant 
to entertain the judges. She sang “I Miss You” 
by Miley Cyrus. Jon Brant, Matt Kramer, Prince 
Markie Dee and Shea all gave her feedback on 


her performance and noted her marked improvement 
since participating in the competition last year. 

Paul “Cowbone” Buster closed out the tryouts with 
his rendition of “Lonesome, On’ry and Mean” by Way- 
Ion Jennings. 

Both contestants were selected to compete in the 
Seminole Star Search Finals. 



Elizabeth Leiba 


Paul “Cowbone” Buster sings his rendition of “Lonesome, On’ry and 
Mean” by Waylon Jennings at the Seminole Star Search tryouts. 


Three Winners Announced at 
Seminole Star Search Finals 


Tori Osceola, Preston Osceola and Sheree Sneed Win 




BY ELIZABETH LEIBA 
Staff Reporter 


After a whirlwind of tryouts on 
three reservations, the Seminole Star 
Search finals came to the Paradise 
Live at the Hard Rock Hotel & Casi- 
no on the evening of Aug. 16 with the 
best the Tribe has to offer in vocalists, 
musicians and hip hop dancers. 

Tori Osceola, Preston Osceola 
and Sheree Sneed each came out on 
top of their respective categories in 
the junior (10-12), varsity (13-18) 
and adult divisions of the competi- 
tion. Each received a Seminole Star 
Search trophy. 

Fort Pierce Liaison Sally R. Tom- 
mie served as co-emcee for the night 
along with Seminole Heritage Events 
and Promotions Director Micki Free. 

Liaison Tommie welcomed the audi- 
ence to the second annual event and 
congratulated all of the contestants 
for their efforts. 

“Everyone has worked so hard 
for this evening and they’re eager 
to entertain you,” Liaison Tommie 
said. “We want your support with our 
Tribal citizens who are eager to find 
that niche. They’re working hard, 
very diligent, using their God-given 
talent.” 

The first performance of the 
night came from Hank Nelson Jr. 
and his all-star band. The 2008 Semi- 
nole Star Search grand prize winner 
shared his experiences since winning 
the competition last year. 

“Life has changed dramatically,” Nelson explained. 
“Getting to go on tour with Native Music Rocks ... 
we’re taking this to the next level. Pretty much sky is 
the limit.” 

Next, Free introduced the judges for the night: vo- 
calist Shea, Jon Brant, formerly of Cheap Trick, Matt 
Kramer, a former member of Saigon Kick, Beat 103.5 
radio personality and former member of The Fat Boys 
Prince Markie Dee and 99 Jamz radio personality and 
Def Jam South President DJ Khaled. 

First up in the junior category of the singing compe- 
tition were Rumor Juarez, Tori Osceola, McKayla Snow 
and Shelli Billie Tiger. Each took the stage to entertain 
the audience and judges followed by an evaluation by 
each judge on their individual performances. 

In the varsity category Preston Osceola, as well as 
Royce Osceola and Stormin Youngblood performed. 
Preston Osceola wowed the judges with an original 
composition called “Save Me,” while the duo of Young- 
blood and Royce Osceola rocked out to a Marilyn Man- 
son song. 

Up next was the hip hop dance category. The new- 
est addition to the competition brought out Harley Johns 
in the junior category. Johns showed the judges her 
moves while dancing to “Stanky Leg” by the G-Spot 
Boyz. Amber Craig followed that up in the adult dance 
category with a dance performance to a mix of hip hop 
artists from Timbaland to Missy Elliot. 

To close out the competition musicians from the 
adult category came to the stage. Paul “Cowbone” Buster 
and his band performed “Lonesome, On’ry and Mean” 
by Waylon Jennings. Trina Bowers was up next with her 
rendition of the gospel classic “Amazing Graze.” 

Gordon Oliver Wareham followed with a perfor- 


Seminole Star Search varsity division winner Preston Osceola sings his original 
composition “Save Me.” 


mance of “The Tiger Song” on his flute. Salina Dor- 


Tori Osceola sings her rendition of “Mercy” by Grammy® 
Award winning Welsh artist Duffy. 



Gordon Oliver Wareham 


Sheree Sneed accepts her Seminole Star Search trophy and 
roses for her performance of “Tyrone” by Erykah Badu. 


gan was the next vocalist singing Debby Boone’s “You 
Light Up My Life.” Closing out the show, Sheree Sneed 
gave the audience a soulful rendition of “Tyrone” by 
Erykah Badu. 

While the judges tabulated the scores, Liaison Tom- 
mie presented Tina M. Osceola, Trail Liaison William 
Osceola and all of the judges with Seminole Star Search 
platinum plaques in appreciation of their support for the 
program. 

Liaison Osceola encouraged Tribal citizens to at- 
tend the Seminole music camps telling them to “be there 
or be square.” 

When the winners were announced, Tori Osceola 
tearfully accepted her trophy and thanked her mother 
and everyone that has supported and believed in her 
dreams. Preston Osceola and Sheree Sneed also ac- 
cepted their trophies. Harley Johns and Amber Craig re- 
ceived cash prizes for their participation in the hip hop 
dance section of the competition. 

Spotlight Awards for excellence and perseverance 
were presented to Shelli Billie Tiger and Gordon Oliver 
Wareham. 

“I’d like to thank my mom for encouraging me to 
sing,” Tiger said. “Even though I’m tired, she keeps 
pushing me. She wakes me up in the morning and says, 
‘Sing!’” 

Hank Nelson Jr. and his band closed out the show 
with an encore performance, which was followed by an 
after party for the participants and attendees at Rene- 
gade Barbeque in Seminole Paradise. 



Gordon Oliver Wareham 


(L-R) Seminole Star Search judges DJ Khaled, Jon Brant, Shea, Matt Kramer and Prince Markie Dee serve as judges in the 
second annual Seminole Star Search Finals, held at the Paradise Live on Aug. 16. 
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YOUTH MEDIA PRODUCTION WORKSHOP 

3 Clans Entertainment Film 
Documents Mikasuki Language 


BY SHELLI MAE OSCEOLA, HAYDEN ROBERTS, 
KIRSTEN DONEY, MILES OSCEOLA AND CLARISSA JUMPER 

HOLLYWOOD — As a part of the third annual 
Youth Media Workshop, held July 19-25, 3 Clans En- 
tertainment members Shelli Mae Osceola, Hayden Rob- 
erts, Kirsten Doney, Miles Osceola and Clarissa Jumper 
made a short film about the importance of preserving the 
Mikasuki language. 

The film, “Journey to Language,” was shot at vari- 
ous Tribal locations and featured Doney and Jumper as 
students. Seminole Media Productions Communications 
Dept. Director Virginia Mitchell played the role of an 
instructor. 

According to Doney, the film was important be- 
cause “the language is slowly starting to fade away from 
us.” 

“Language should be preserved for today, tomor- 
row and the future generations. It is very important to us 
and the Tribe,” she stressed. 

Mitchell, who speaks Mikasuki fluently, agreed. 

“I wanted to do it because language is important 
and they are still wanting to leam about it,” she said. 

Known as a southeastern U.S. Native language, Mi- 
aksuki is one of two languages still in use today among 
the Seminoles; the other being Creek. Neither language 
is traditionally written, however, the Mikasuki language, 
in close relation to the Muskogean Hitchiti language, is 
depicted using the letters in the Latin alphabet. 

“It is not recorded on paper or stored,” said Youth 
Media Workshop attendee and “Journey to Language” 


sound technician Miles Osceola. “Orally is how it is 
known and writing it is still a new concept. The people 
who know it are also passing away too soon to pass it 
on.” 

However, Osceola admitted that presently “there is 
not enough interest in it to get a complete understanding 
of it.” He said he hopes the film will spark an interest. 

“I enjoyed the fact that other people realize that our 
language’s state is something to take seriously and oth- 
ers should be made aware of it through virtually any and 
all means possible,” Osceola emphasized. 

The Mikasuki language contains sentence struc- 
tures and sounds that do not exist in English and are dif- 
ficult to pronounce using the English language. Nouns 
in the language are also marked with suffixes for various 
functions and there are three tones, high, low and fall- 
ing. Vowel length is also distinctive. 

Many Seminoles are fluent in both Mikasuki and 
Creek; however, some generally speak one more than 
the other. 

Robert North Sr. of the Hollywood Reservation 
Boys & Girls Club said he enjoyed the filming process 
and being able to interact with the participants. Major 
scenes in the piece were shot at the Boys & Girls Club. 

“It all felt good,” North said. “It all gave me a sense 
of fulfillment to work with the Seminole teens. It was 
also good to hear laughter in the teen center.” 

For more information on the Seminole language 
please log on to www.semtribe.com/culture/language. 
shtml. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


3 Clans Entertainment members (L-R) Shelli Mae Osceola, Hayden Roberts, Kirsten Doney, Miles Osceola and Clarissa Jumper 
during the Youth Media Workshop, held July 19-25. 
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Blaque Reign Productions’ (L-R) Jesse Mitchell, Whitney Osceola, Lorelei Tommie and Mariah Buster-Osceola. 


Blaque Reign Productions 
Explores Seminole Storytelling 


BY JESSE MITCHELL, WHITNEY OSCEOLA, 

LORELEI TOMMIE AND MARIAH BUSTER-OSCEOLA 

HOLLYWOOD — Blaque Reign Productions 
members Jesse Mitchell, Whitney Osceola, Lorelei 
Tommie and Mariah Buster-Osceola interviewed Tribal 
citizens on the Hollywood Reservation for a documen- 
tary film they made about the traditions of Seminole 
storytelling during the third annual Youth Media Work- 
shop, held July 19-25. 

They chose this topic of their film, “Hidden Mes- 
sage: Story Behind the Stories,” because they wanted 
to highlight how the morals of these stories played an 
important role in shaping Seminole culture. 

“These stories pass on morals and lessons that can 
be cute or even scary. It was also mothers’ ways of get- 
ting through to us children,” group member Mariah 
Buster-Osceola explained. “Because the stories are old 
and a part of tradition they should continue to be a stead- 
fast part of our culture and will be even after we are 
dead and gone.” 

Group member Lorelei Tommie said she enjoyed 
hearing these stories during the filming. 

“What I enjoyed the most during the process had 
to be the interviews,” Tommie said. “Each person had a 
special and individual way of telling their story. It was 
interesting to see what stories they told and how they 
presented them.” 

“Since people are different it is entertaining as well 
as educational for everyone,” she added. 

The origins of indigenous stoiytelling are rooted in 
the earth. Most stories are varied but have many com- 
mon themes. Most stories talk about the living beings 
within a specific Tribe’s homeland. 

Each story is also a part of a greater whole, offering 


a fuller sense of life. The connections with land, life, 
water and sky have also helped relate the narratives to 
the earth. 

The different types of stories include: symbolism, 
life lessons, instructions from spirit mentors, descrip- 
tions of the natural processes, survival accounts, oral 
maps for traveling, magical tales of transformation or 
adventures in love. 

Tribal senior Betty Osceola explained the impor- 
tance of passing down lessons through storytelling. 

“Kids have to listen to their parents, uncles and 
aunts,” Tribal senior Betty Osceola expressed. “If they 
tell you not to do something, you should obey them.” 

Seminole storyteller Gordon Oliver Wareham com- 
mended the filmmakers’ approach. 

“Back in the day we did not have all the stuff they 
have to document information; it was tape recorders 
then,” he said. “[The filmmakers] got hands-on experi- 
ence and they chose this topic alone.” 

Wareham told the story of the tortoise and rabbit. 

“The workshop taught me a lot and put us through 
many fun experiences showing us teamwork, compro- 
mise and hard work,” documentary co-producer and 
group member Whitney Osceola pointed out. “It also 
helped build our people skills and took us on a train ride 
back into the past.” 

“The most fun and memorable thing about the doc- 
umentary was just having the chance to hear our history 
and how we came to be through the mouth of people that 
hold so much wisdom,” she added. 

For more information on Native storytelling please 
visit www.pbs.org/circleofstories or read “Legends of 
the Seminoles” by Tribal elder and storyteller Betty Mae 
Jumper, available for sale online through the Seminole 
Marketplace website. 
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YOUTH MEDIA PRODUCTION WORKSHOP 





WORKSHOP 

From page 1A 


tronic news gathering. 

One new addition to the workshop this year in- 
volved the news writing aspect of journalism featuring 
The Seminole Tribune reporting staff discussing the ba- 
sics of news article writing. Each group also contributed 
a feature article for the paper. 

In addition, each group picked a company name 
and logo. The 3 Clans Entertainment group consisted of 
Miles Osceola, Hayden Roberts, Kirsten Doney, Shelli 


Mae Osceola and Clar- 
issa Jumper. They chose 
the Mikasuki language as 
their topic for a short film 
titled “Journey to Lan- 
guage.” 

They filmed the piece 
during a two-day period 
at locations throughout 
the Hollywood Reserva- 
tion. The film explored 
the relationship between 
Tribal seniors and youth 
and the language’s lack 
of use among families in 
modem times. 

“Our language is dy- 
ing and we need to leam 
it more as a Tribe,” Clar- 
issa Jumper said. “I liked 
learning how a camera 
works, about our Tribe’s 
language and how hard it 
is to make a film. It was 
a fun experience though 

and I made a lot of new Seminole Media Productions Dep 
friends.” er encourages the students with 

Her group members 


Chris C. Jenkins 

t. Director Danny Jump- 


w words. 


The Youth Media Production Workshop students are presented with certificates and trophies. 


(L-R) Seminole Media Productions videographer David Baum 
shows student Jesse Mitchell how to use a camera. 


had similar observations about the project. 

“The most exciting and important thing that I 
learned about this topic was that Mikasuki is more simi- 
lar to the Creek language than I thought,” Hayden Rob- 
erts added. 

Blaque Reign Productions members included Lore- 
lei Tommie, Mariah Buster-Osceola, Jesse Mitchell, and 
Whitney Osceola. 

The group chose to make a documentary called 
“Hidden Message: Story Behind the Stories,” which fo- 
cused on Seminole storytelling. 

“What I liked about putting the documentary to- 
gether was that the people we interviewed talked about 


stories and lessons that we had never heard before. I 
thought that it was a great thing to listen to and leam 
about,” second year workshop student Jesse Mitchell 
explained. 

Parent and filmmaker Sam Tommie said the work- 
shop experience has helped daughter Lorelei Tommie 
appreciate the media profession even more. 

“Last year it gave [Lorelei] some ideas for the fu- 
ture and some confidence, personally. This year I feel 
she has gained more of a respect for the industry and 
filmmaking,” Tommie pointed out. “I am really thankful 
for the staff and their professionalism throughout.” 

To close out the workshop experience, each group 
presented their video projects to the community in theT- 


Tribal Headquarters auditorium. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress, NBC-6 anchor and re- 
porter Julia Yarbough and Native Learning Center Di- 
rector Holly Tiger Bowers also showed their support as 
guest speakers. 

“I am very proud of the nine of you and that you 
stuck through it,” Chairman Cypress said. 

Yarbough encouraged the youngsters to pursue 
their craft. 

“Having a program like this where you can hone 
your skills is fabulous,” Yarbough said. “You have the 
power to make sure your stories are told fairly, accu- 
rately and truthfully.” 


Chris C. Jenkins Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal citizen and former Broadcasting Dept, videographer Everett Osceola speaks to the (L-R) Student Miles Osceola practices with the boom microphone before shooting a scene for 
workshop students about his time and opportunities in the department in years past. his group’s short film, while Hayden Roberts observes the action. 


Native Learning Center Director and guest speaker Holly Tiger 
Bowers shows her custom plaque presented to her for her 
services in the workshop. 
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Top Concerts 


ROB THOMAS 
SUGARLAND 
MARCO ANTONIO 
O.A.R. SOLIS 

BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN & THEE STREET BAND 
DEPECHEMODE 
JAMIE FOXX 
BRITNEY SPEARS 
LIL WAYNE 
PET SHOP BOYS 
MAZE/FRANKIE BEVERLY 
CREED 

GILBERTO SANTA ROSA 
JOURNEY 
WISINYYANDEL 

Top Sports 

HARLEM GLOBETROTTERS 
MIAMI HEAT 
FLORIDA MARLINS 
ORLANDO MAGIC 
MIAMI DOLPHINS 


Top Theatre 


SESAME STREET LIVE! 
ELMO’S GREEN THUMB 
DISNEY ON ICE: PRINCESS CLASSICS 
ALBERTO CORTEZ 


DJ 

m 

l/l 

H 

U 

& 


¥ 

m 

m 

in 


n 

m 

H 

W 

* 

D3 

m 

i/I 

in 

m 

ft 

< 

M 

n 

m 

* 

m 

m 

W 

H 

TJ 

73 

w 

n 

m 


* Proudly Serving the Seminole & Miccosukee Tribe for over 15 years! * 


August 28, 2009 • The Seminole Tribune • IB 


Education B 


Tribally-Owned Woods Haven 
Prep School Opens Doors 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Aug. 31 marked 
the beginning of a new educational ven- 
ture as owner and Tribal citizen Danny 
Tommie opened the doors to his school, 
the Woods Haven Preparatory School. 


Set on nine acres, the middle and high 
school institution hopes to provide a spe- 
cialized alternative in teaching. It is locat- 
ed at 4200 S.W. 54th Ct. in 
Hollywood. 

“I wanted to help pro- 
vide another opportunity,” 

Tommie explained. “This is 
also a perfect dynamic set- 
ting.” 

Unhappy with the set- 
ting and curriculum his 
son was taught in the pub- 
lic school system, Tommie 
said the concept and reality 
of creating Woods Haven 
emerged in 2008. In spite 
of having experience in the 
marketing and management 
field, he said a keen eye and 
the right advisement made 
the move into education the 
right one for him. 

“I knew there was a 
better way to do things and 
the issues in the school my 
son was at needed to be ad- 
dressed,” Tommie expressed. “In a private 
setting you can bring kids along and pro- 
vide them a road to success.” 

“A lot of parents are wise nowadays 
and want the needs of their child met,” 
he added. “Today we can only blame our 
problems on selfishness and neglect.’ 

Tommie said the hopes are that more 
Tribal students will enroll in the school 
throughout the year with only a small 
number expected in the short term. 

The facility will fall under the direc- 
tion of Principal Suzett Ledesma. As a 
former teacher and principal at Saint John 
the Apostle Catholic School for more than 
a decade, the Hialeah native said she has 
been on both sides of the public versus pri- 
vate school debate and prefers the hands- 


on, private, one-on-one setting of Woods 
Haven. 

“I am very excited to help build a 
school from the foundation,” Ledesma 
said. “My main goal is my students and 
that they get whatever they need to suc- 
ceed.” 

“[The students] need to be responsi- 
ble and become lifelong learn- 
ers,” she added. “There are a 
lot of great things that can hap- 
pen here as long as we work 
together.” 

Ledesma said curriculum 
will be tailored to fit the indi- 
vidual student and class size 
will allow for individualized 
teaching. While seeking full 
accreditation, which could 
take two to three years, the 
school will also operate on a 
provisional status. 

Open enrollment will re- 
main throughout the year with 
assessment testing for student 
placement. The McKay Schol- 
arship and EVGA Step-up Pro- 
grams will also be available for 
student assistance financially. 

“I like the different levels 
of achieving the students will 
have available and that the cur- 
riculum seems good,” Sunrise 
parent Debbie Lev mentioned. 
Lev’s son, Justin, is entering 
Woods Haven as a sophomore. 
She heard about the school 
through Tommie. 

“He outgrew the other pri- 
vate schools curriculum,” she 
said of her son. “I want him 
to keep moving up in what he 
leams academically and so- 
cially.” 

The school also hopes to 
be a testing site for the ACT 
and SAT. 

Tommie said other future 
plans include Native Ameri- 
can studies, green building de- 
velopment, college courses, aviation and 
horticultural teaching as well as targeting 
international students. 


Sports will be on the agenda as well, 
with events including football, track and 
field, wrestling, baseball and men’s and 
women’s basketball available for students. 

The Warriors’ inaugural season kicks 
off on Aug. 28 on the road at Archbishop 
Carroll High School of Miami in the Kick- 
off Classic. They will be coached by Eddie 
Alford in Class IB with a 10 game sched- 
ule. 

Home games will be played at Mon- 
tella Park. 

For more information please call 
(954) 583-4802 or log on to www.wood- 
shavenprep.com. For questions and com- 
ments please e-mail woodshavenprep@ 
gmail.com. 






Pedro Zepeda (R) gives his brother, Doug (L), a final fitting before allowing him to close the back seam of his moccasin during the workshop. 


Museum Offers Workshop in Moccasin-Making 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

NAPLES — In a continuation of its goal to ed- 
ucate Tribal citizens through their Traditional Arts 
Program, Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum staff members con- 
ducted a workshop at the Juanita Osceola Center in 
Naples, July 23-24. 

Instructor Pedro Zepeda taught the traditional 
method for construction of moccasins from leather 
during the two day class. Displaying completed exam- 
ples from his personal collection, Zepeda familiarized 
the group with the basic techniques involved and the 
versatility of clothing items. 

“For thousands of years Native Americans have 
depended upon their ingenuity to make use of the 
natural resources available to sustain their survival,” 
Zepeda said. “Construction of clothing adaptable to 
their environment and capable of providing necessary 
protection for their bodies was a primary necessity.” 

The opening discussion dealt with the tools for the 
project, which included a sharp blade or scissors, cake 
of wax, wooden or steel awl and leather. 

The topic of various types of leather led to a short 
commentary on the desirability of brain tanned hides 
verses the more contemporary chrome tanning pro- 
cess. Although they are more costly, the higher quality 
of the traditional brain tanning method was apparent 
by the texture, pliability, elasticity and durability of the 
finished product. 

Adults and children from the Naples community 
participated in the project. Supplying the group with 
a basic pattern, Zepeda taught them how to measure 
their foot for a custom fit. After cutting out the foot 
wear, the students pierced the hide with an awl in prep- 
aration for hand sewing and cut long slender strips for 
lacing. 

Once the stitching began, the project required 
numerous fittings and adjustments to insure a proper 
comfortable fit. Zepeda moved from one work area to 
another answering questions and assisting in the con- 
struction techniques. 

At the conclusion of the second day, some of the 
class had finished a pair of moccasins and others were 
confident that they could complete their project with- 
out difficulty. 



Judy Weeks 

Connie Slavik uses a wood and steel awl to punch holes in the leather for stitching. 


‘Critter Man’ 
Wows Youth at 
Animal Show 

BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — Reptiles, birds and 
arachnids interacted with the children at the 
Immokalee Seminole Ranch (ISR) Critter 
Show at the gym on July 22. 

“On hot, rainy days the kids have lost 
interest in the horses, but we haven’t lost in- 
terest in the kids,” said ISR Director Kenny 
Joe Davis Sr. “Helping children to leam 
about the world in which they live and the 
creatures who share their environment is a 
worthwhile topic every day of the year.” 

Richard Botelho, AKA the Critter Man, 
brought a small portion of his menagerie for 
the children to see, touch and leam about 
some of nature’s sometimes misunderstood 
creatures. During the presentation, the 
youngsters learned about the countries of 
origin, habitat, food and endangerment of 
the various species. 

Passing around a baby alligator, gecko, 
Australian bearded dragon, African spur- 
Judy Weeks s j(j e( j tortoise, scorpion and Chilean taran- 

(L-R) “Critter Man” Richard Botelho helps Kenny Joe Davis Jr., Fred Mullins of the Family Services 
Dept, and Jon Jimmie support the weight of an albino Burmese python. 



The Woods Haven administrative building facility, located at 4200 S.W. 54th Ct. in 


Please see SHOW on page 3B 
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Seminole Youth Attend Annual Summer Trip to Camp Kulaqua 




B Y CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HIGH SPRINGS, Fla. — Tribal youth 
got their fair share of fun and sun while 
learning a few things along the way Aug. 2-8 
at the sixth annual Seminole Youth Camp. 

Also known as Camp Kulaqua, the an- 
nual getaway catered to ages 7-17, once 
again providing a fun-filled learning expe- 
rience from morning to dusk with activities 
including flag football, basketball, softball, 
tubing, go-carting and swimming to name a 
few. 

The camp also covered the topics of nu- 
trition, money management, health, fitness 


and culture. 

With more than 180 youth attending 
this year, attendance was the highest ever 
according to camp co-coordinator and Fam- 
ily Services Vocational Community Liaison 
Jodi King. 

“The kids love it and I see them all year 
round asking ‘When is camp?’ ” King said. 
“I like seeing and being with all the kids 
each year.” 

The three-year camp aide and Brighton 
resident also said what started at around 50- 
plus youth in the beginning has continued to 
blossom to now include all reservations. The 
Immokalee and Big Cypress Reservation 
youth were the initial target for the event. 

“I think all of you should 
experience this type of thing,” 
Brighton Tribal Council Rep. 
Andrew Bowers Jr. explained to 
the campers. 

He reflected on his experi- 
ences as a member of the 4-H 
program as well as gave tips on 
budgeting and money manage- 
ment. 

“It is a good thing to have all 
of you here,” Rep. Bowers said. 
“Get as much as you can out of 
this experience and take what 
you learn from here with you.” 

Once again this year, the 
values of proper spending and 
saving were the focus as the 
younger campers were given pa- 
per money allowances while the 
teens received checkbooks. The 
emphasis remained on teaching 
them about the lessons of wise 
and unwise spending throughout 
the week. 

The more than 600 acre fa- 
cility also hosted and highlighted 
mainstays such as the 7-11 year 
old Seminole Youth Olympics 
and the Box Car Derby. A talent 
show and shaving cream fight 
highlighted the week as well. 
One new activity was the addi- 
tion of a Frisbee™ golf work- 
shop led by professional Gregg 
Hasfeld. 

“Each year the combination 
of our natural settings 
and outdoor activities 
makes this camp avail- 
able for youth groups 
to keep them inter- 
ested and teach them 
something along the 
way too,” said 26 year 
Camp Kulaqua Ex- 
ecutive Director Phil 
Younts. “Other groups 
in our country would 
do well to follow suit 
with what the Semi- 
noles are doing for 
their youth.” 

Organizers also 
placed more of an 
emphasis on healthy 
choices in food and diet 
at the camp this year. 

“We wanted [the 
campers] to try some 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Jacob Smith looks for his next victim during the camp’s an- 
nual shaving cream fight. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

(L-R) Campers Elisah Billie and Paul Tahchawwickah admire a spider on 
a fence while at camp. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Summer Youth Camp attendees join staff members for a morning nature walk during the weeklong camp, held Aug. 2-8. 



Family Services Dept. Director Helene Buster 
welcomes the youth and teens to the camp. 


things that they maybe have never tried be- 
fore and to know that their health is related 
to what they eat,” Camp Kulaqua Food Ser- 
vice Manager Paulette Bair said. 

Several other departments contributed 
their time and efforts at the camp including 
Health, Fitness, Recreation, Fire-Rescue, 
Education and the Seminole Police Dept. 

“I like coming back because it is some- 
thing to do to have fun and you do not have 
to be somewhere fancy, you can just enjoy 
what Mother Nature gave us here,” three 
year attendee Alexus James pointed out. 

“It was nice. I liked the river, getting 
the kids up in the morning and getting them 
to do what they were supposed to do. It all 
builds discipline,” said camp chaperone and 
first time attendee Jeremiah Hall. “It also 
helps show them that there is more out there 
than just the reservation.” 

Camp Kulaqua, which means “cool wa- 
ter,” got its name from a name contest back 
in the 1950s and hosts more than 50,000 
visitors each year. 

For more information please call (386) 
454-1351 or visit www.campkulaqua.com. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


The Hip-Hop Bandits group put the finishing touches on their box car prior to competing in the Box 
Car Derby. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Youth and staff walk the grounds of the 600-acre Camp Kulaqua facility during summer camp. 
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Judy Weeks 

Jon Jimmie holds very still as a Chilean tarantula crawls up his shoulder. 



Judy Weeks 

Arielle Garcia comes face to face with an Australian bearded dragon. 


SHOW 

From page IB 


tula, the spectators held, petted and got an up close and personal exami- 
nation of some of nature’s most fascinating critters. 

Botelho talked about reptiles and insects that have descended from 
prehistoric creatures throughout millions of years but are now threat- 
ened with extinction. He emphasized the loss of habitat, pollution and 
global warming as major factors in this process. 

Placing Pogo, a white sulfur umbrella cockatoo, on an elevated 
stand he cautioned the children to keep their distance. The bird had 
been bom with only one wing, and learned to compensate and live a 
relatively normal life, but was extremely defensive. Approximately 12 
years old, Pogo laughed and talked to his enthralled audience. 

Displaying his reticulated python, Botelho talked about the respon- 
sibility of keeping exotic pets. 

“It is imperative that you realize how big they will become, how 
much care they require and determine whether you can afford to buy 
their food and pay their veterinarian bills,” he said. 

“A full grown Burmese python will grow to between 22 and 29 
feet and needs the equivalent of a 40 pound pig or other fresh meat per 
week to satisfy its appetite,” added Betelho. “Fatal accidents like the 
ones recently seen on the news are a result of starving the reptile or 
inadequately feeding at too long intervals. 

“Unfortunately, people are turning loose their unwanted pets and 
they are multiplying and becoming a threat as they prey on the natural 
environment,” he said. 

A strong advocate of animal rights, Botelho frequently is called 
upon to rescue or provide temporary foster care for abused or aban- 
doned exotic animals and pets. Allowing the children to hold a 10 foot 
albino Burmese python he recently rescued from a private home in 
Cape Coral, Fla., Botelho explained how the reptile had been neglected 
and under-fed, and said it took nearly a year for it to respond positively 
to humans. 



Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Christopher Briscall holds a Burmese python with the help of Family Services 
Dept. Prevention Program Manager Fred Mullins. 
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Judy Weeks 

Arielle Garcia pats an African spur-sided tortoise on the back. 



Sylvia Marrero feels the light touch of a Chilean tarantula on her shoulder. 
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Rachel Buxton 

The Brighton preschoolers show what they learned about fire safety from Fire Inspector Bruce Britton (Back Row, Right) 
during their informational seminar on July 15. 


Preschoolers Learn Importance of 
Having A Home Fire Escape Plan 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Brighton’s preschool students 
got low and crawled on July 15 when members of the 
Seminole Fire Rescue Dept, stopped by to teach them 
how to safely evacuate a house during a fire. 

“Most fires are residential,” said Fire Inspector 
Bruce Britton. “It’s really important that the kids leam 
what to do at home.” 

The children first watched a video from the Rain- 
bow Valley Fire Department program, an educational 
tool that teaches children about fire safety. 

The preschoolers learned they should have two 
escape routes per room. An escape route is any open- 
ing that leads out of a room such as a window or door. 
The video showed the students how to draw a picture 
of their house, marking all the windows and doors in 
bright colors. 


The students then learned the importance of hav- 
ing a meeting place for family after evacuation. A 
meeting place can be a mailbox, a neighbor’s drive- 
way or anything else that is a safe distance away from 
the burning house where family can meet to make sure 
all members have made it out of the house safely. 

“Go to the neighbor’s and call 911,” Britton edu- 
cated the students. 

After the video Britton showed the students what 
a smoke detector looks like and sounds like. 

The children then put all that they learned into ac- 
tion by practicing how to escape by pretending a sheet 
was smoke and getting low and crawling under it to 
evacuate. 

“They are never too young to leam,” Britton said. 
“At this age and coming up, all of this is in their mind 
and they remember. We are very much on the preven- 
tion side.” 
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Ahfachkee Teachers Practice Team 
Building Skills on Ropes Course 





BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 


Rachel Buxton 

First grade teacher Orlando Garcia, surrounded by ropes, discovers the true meaning 
of a ropes course. 


BOCA RATON, Fla. — 

Teachers from the Ahfachkee 
School stepped out of the class- 
room Aug. 10 for a day of ad- 
venture, fun and team building 
as they tested their limits at the 
Florida Atlantic University (FAU) 
comprehensive ropes challenge 
course. 

Principal Walt Swan wel- 
comed all the teachers to the FAU 
campus and joked, “To get teach- 
ers’ attention after summer break 
is nearly impossible.” 

Nearly 60 teachers and ad- 
ministrators from the Ahfachkee 
School in Big Cypress braved 
the heat to participate in FAU’s 
Learning Initiatives for Team 
Building, or LIFT, course. 

“We start off here today as a 
team to take us into the future,” 

Swan said. 

LIFT is one of the most ex- 
treme ropes challenge courses in 
South Florida and uses challenges 
referred to as low and high initia- 
tives to create a practice field for organizations to leam 
how to quickly and actively apply strategies to every 
day life. 

“We start light,” LIFT Coordinator Manuel Lar- 
enas said. “The concept is that these challenges bring 
out personality traits and how we operate with others.” 


Participants were divided into six teams where they 
took part in different team building activities on the 
ground. Activities forced teammates to work together 
to complete the challenge at hand. 

“There’s a lot of people taking on leadership skills 
that you wouldn’t think would,” Ahfachkee guidance 
counselor Dominique Troadec said. 

Groups had to work together to beat times, get 
members across wooden beams, line teammates across 
wires, climb through hula hoops without breaking 
hands along with many other critical thinking activities. 

“The initiatives we do on the ground, it’s kind of 
like the meat,” Larenas said. “That’s where you get 
something out of it and use the next day, next week, 
next month.” 

After each group initiative teams took time out to 
speak about how they were able to resolve their chal- 
lenge. Team members reflected and exchanged con- 
cepts and thoughts. 

“The concept is to create an environment in which 
everyone feels comfortable in sharing and exploring 
these ideas so when you walk away you have more tools 
and resources to better work with your team or organi- 
zation,” Larenas said. 

Some of the initiatives posed difficulties for groups. 
Teams had to work on communication skills to accom- 
plish the skilled activity. 

“It’s getting us ready for the school year,” Swan 
said. “We’re building our frustration levels, building a 
lot of team working skills and getting our communica- 
tion levels up.” 

After lunch teams moved on to high initiative chal- 
lenges that included wall climbing, rope climbing and 


log climbing. High initiatives all pertain to height and 
relying on your teammates for safety. 

Many participants were tom on whether or not to 
attempt the high initiatives. 

“Some of them don’t believe they can do some of 
those things,” Troadec said. “They’ll complete them 
with the team and positive reinforcement. You have to 
think above your limits.” 

Teachers and administrators climbed 
and walked 40 feet above air while their 
fellow coworkers cheered them on and 
gave them the much needed support. 

“Everyone plays a role,” Larenas 
said. “There’s a team on the ground that 
the climber is relying on to get them up 
and down safely.” 

Swan said the idea for the ropes 
course was a chance to get new teachers 
familiar with the current staff and just a 
chance to get out and have some fun. 

“As teachers you can pick a j ob or you 
can pick a career,” Swan said. “Teaching 
is a career and you can look around, a lot 
of teachers are having fun and that’s what 
we’re trying to promote. We can get this 
done and it doesn’t have to be all dreary.” 

The Ahfachkee School’s theme for 
the new school year is “Building it Better 
Brick by Brick.” 

Swan said the ropes course and what 
it signified is just one of the first bricks 
being laid. 

“This is part of our foundation; just 
creating a strong team,” Swan said. 

The school has been completely re- 
structured bringing in new faculty and 
new program initiatives. 

The “bricks” the school will build 
on this year include parent involvement, 
culture, PK-5, 6-12, ESE, sports, student 
growth, guidance, reading, math and the Boys & Girls 
Club. 

“We’re really going to be a strong, strong school,” 
Swan said. “Are we going to fail, probably, but that’s 
where we’re going to leam the most, that’s where we 
are going to get a whole lot better.” 


Rachel Buxton 

Maintenance mechanic Billy Engel uses his harness to keep 
his balance as he makes his way through the course. 


Rachel Buxton 

Pre-kindergarten teacher Kristin Stoots walks across a log 40 feet in the air 
without fear. 
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An odyssey of power love and toiood 
in the Seminole Wars 


by 

Claude Walker 



Dade Massacre, Osceola’s capture and the Black 
Seminoles’ trek to Mexico. Paul wrestles with such 
issues as use of force, slavery and land ownership. 
The Seminole Wars mirrored the turmoil of a young 
United States struggling with identity, expansion 
and slavery. A war novel, love story and easy-to- 
follow history, “Seminole Smoke: An odyssey of 
power, love and blood in the Seminole Wars” is the 
first novel which spans the entire 50-year sweep of 

the Seminole Wars. 

www.seminolesmoke.org 
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‘Seminole Moments’ Presents History 
of Patchwork Educational Lecture 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — Tribal elders and staff mem- 
bers got a special history lesson from Ah-Tah-Tha-Ki 
Museum Community Outreach Specialist Willie Johns 
on the transformation of patchwork throughout Semi- 
nole history. 

The presentation, held Aug. 5 in the elder lunch 
room, was a part of the Seminole Moments lecture se- 
ries. 

“I was never really taught anything about sewing,” 
Johns said. “I saw grandma over there at the sewing ma- 
chine. But I did do my homework.” 

Johns began his lesson dating back to the 1800s 
when Native Americans didn’t wear traditional cloth. 
Hide skins were the form of clothing back in those days 
and were used to help protect the individual from the 
elements. 

Johns explained how the early Native settlers didn’t 
originate in Florida. He talked briefly of how they mi- 
grated to Florida from states such as Georgia, Tennes- 
see and Alabama later leading into the Indian Removal 
Act signed by President Andrew Jackson along with the 
historical Seminole Wars. 

Florida’s climate was a change to the Native Indi- 
ans who were used to the cold and snow. With warm 
weather the Natives were no longer in need of hide 
skins and began trading with the Spaniards who pos- 
sessed trade cloth. Fortunately for the Natives, hide skin 
was in such demand as it was then being used to help 
build ships. 

Native Indian attire then transformed from hide 
skin to cloth. Johns cleared up the misconception de- 
picted in old time war drawings of Native Indians wear- 
ing fancy clothes. 

“The Seminole Wars is when you started seeing 
changes in clothing,” Johns said. “It was very plain be- 
cause they didn’t have time to look pretty; they were 
being sought after.” 

Many Indians fought during the wars with no shirts 
on because of the fear of getting shot with a musket 
ball and having the cloth enter the wound and create an 
infection. 



Rachel Buxton 


Willie Johns shares his knowledge about the history of Semi- 
nole patchwork. 

It wasn’t until the 1850s when the sewing manu- 
facturer Singer® distributed sewing machines to a few 
Seminoles that patchwork truly became more apparent 
and noticeable. 

“Sewing machines helped make it fancy,” Johns 
said. “We changed our thinking of what we wanted to 
look like and added trinkets and silver.” 

Johns discussed how then and now 
Seminole clothing has become a great 
commodity for the Seminole Indians by 
them selling their clothing to other people 
as well as back to their own people. 

Sewing patchwork patterns has be- 
come simplified throughout the years. 
Johns joked how he thought his mom was 
sewing clothes traditionally and really 
working on difficult pieces only to later 
find out that she was attending sewing 
classes where she was able to cut patterns 
out to make things easier and more mod- 
em. 

“My mom just handed it to me and 
said ‘Wear it,’ ” he said, laughing. 

Johns brought samples of different 
patchwork used today in traditional Semi- 
nole garments for the audience to view as 
well as books showing sketches and dif- 
ferent examples throughout history. 



Rachel Buxton 

(L-R) Nancy Motlow, Billie Napper-Bodway and Beverley Rose compare 
patchwork samples. 



(L-R) Cayuga Community College faculty member Dr. Patricia Gridley, Adult Vocational Administrator Marie Dufour and 
Management Trainee Ervina Capricien discuss the Hollywood Hard Rock Hotel & Casino’s operations. 


Tribal Education Dept. Hosts Visitors 
from Cayuga Community College 


BY ELIZABETH LEIBA 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Cayuga Community Col- 
lege faculty members Dr. Patricia Gridley and Teresa 
Hoercher visited Big Cypress and Hollywood to leam 
about Seminole culture Aug. 6-7. 

The duo was hosted by the Education Dept, and 
the Tribal Council in their tour to gather information 
about the Seminole Tribe. During their visit they ex- 
plored Billie Swamp Safari, the Ah-Tah-Tha-Ki Mu- 
seum, the Hollywood Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino, the Hollywood Administration building and 
the Native Learning Center. 

Using the information they received, they hope 
to develop a college course 
featuring Tribal operations, 
education, history and cul- 
ture. The week-long inter- 
disciplinary course will only 
be offered during the spring 
and fall intercession and will 
give the New York college 
students an opportunity to en- 
joy the sunshine state with a 
purpose. 

“It’s not just a trip to 
Florida,” Dr. Gridley empha- 
sized. “As soon as the kids 
get off the plane, before they 
get here, they will have as- 
signments to do.” 

Those assignments will 
involve the early childhood 
and education students work- 
ing closely with the Tribal 
schools tutoring the students 
while learning about the 
Seminole culture. Dr. Gridley 


suggested the 12 students who take the course each 
term may also work in the reservations’ gyms or pre- 
schools. 

“We see the value for all of our students to be 
able to serve and give through something like this,” 
she said. 

Both visitors were impressed with the welcome 
they received from Tribal representatives and were 
excited to return later in the year when they hope to 
participate in the annual Education Dept. College Fair. 

“I’m just floored by the hospitality and spirit and 
sense of community,” Hoercher said. “It’s so much 
more than I could have expected.” 

For more information about Cayuga Community 
College, please visit www.cayuga-cc.edu. 



(L-R) Teresa Hoercher and Dr. Patricia Gridley view the painting “When the Time 
Comes” in Chairman Mitchell Cypress’ office. The painting by Guy LaBree represents a 
vision the Chairman had in a dream. 
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Health 


Safety Ups for Snake 
Encounters 



Tips for Severe Weather Emergencies 


BY BRIAN BROWN 
Contributing Writer 

[Editor’s Note: Brian Brown is the 
chief of the EMS Division for the Semi- 
nole Tribe ’s Fire Rescue Dept. The opin- 
ions he expresses are his own. If you 
would like to ask a question, please write 
to brianbrown@semtribe.com.] 

During the summer time there is 
a noticeable increase in animal bites 
among the reservations. There are a mul- 
titude of animals on the reservations that 
can give a nasty bite to a person who is 
causing them to feel threatened, who has 
been stepped on by accident, or has been 
handled in an improper manner. 

Amongst the different types of ani- 
mal bites the Fire Dept, sees throughout 
the year, the most common are snake 
bites. 

Snakes are beautiful creatures that 
play an important role in the Florida eco- 
logical system. Unfortunately fear, lack 
of education, and a neglect of general re- 
spect for snakes lead people to have dan- 
gerous and life threatening encounters 
with them. 

Below are some general safety tips 
to follow the next time you have an en- 
counter with a snake of any kind. 

The most common venomous snakes 
that are regularly encountered on the 
reservations are cotton mouths (water 
moccasins) and diamond backs (rattle 
snakes). 

Cotton mouths can usually be found 
on the water edges and at times during 
rain storms on the sides of the paved 
roads searching for locations to keep 
warm. Diamond backs can be found in 
the low-lying dry brush areas along trails 
and pastures and resting on the leaves 
and branches of palm trees. 

If you encounter a snake, back away 
slowly and do not touch or try to handle 
the snake. Always try to keep a good dis- 
tance between you and the snake when 
ever possible. Majority of the time snakes 
will want to get away from you as fast as 
possible, but it is known that some water 
region snakes like the cotton mouth will 


be aggressive and stand their ground. 

If you or someone else has been bit- 
ten by a snake, try to see and remember 
the color and shape of the snake. This 
will help with the assessment and treat- 
ment of the snake bite. 

Call the Seminole Police and Fire 
Departments as soon as possible. If you 
are in a pasture or away from the main 
road then try to bring the person who was 
bitten to the main road way, only if they 
are able to. If the patient is not able to 
travel to a main road then stay in place 
and make attempts to signal your loca- 
tion to responding Fire Rescue and Po- 
lice staff. 

Provide First Aid to the patient while 
you are waiting for help to arrive. Have 
the person who is bitten sit or lay down 
with the area that was bitten below the 
level of the heart to aid in slowing the 
spread of the venom. Try to cover the 
site of the bite with a clean dry dressing/ 
bandage and keep the person as calm as 
possible. 

As a precaution you should always 
call the Seminole Police and Fire Depart- 
ments to remove the snake for you. Do 
not make attempts to handle or remove 
a snake of any kind. Only those who are 
specially trained to handle venomous and 
non- venomous snakes should remove the 
snake from your home, property, or work. 

Always have the paramedics evalu- 
ate a snake bite to make sure proper 
medical care is provided and whether ad- 
vanced medical care is needed. 

Snakes are very interesting creatures 
to study and have beautiful color patterns 
that at times can provoke a person’s cu- 
riosity to a dangerous level. Just keep in 
mind that if you leave the snake alone, 
the snake will leave you alone. 

Snakes of all kinds have an impor- 
tant part in our ecosystem and should be 
left to play their part in nature. 

If you have any questions or would 
like to learn more about the different 
types of snakes on your reservation, 
please stop by your local Public Safety 
Office and we will be happy to assist you. 


BY NICHOLAS PERSAUD 
Contributing Writer 

[Editor s Note: Nicholas Persaud works 
as an Environmental Health Specialist for 
the Tribe. The opinions he expresses are 
his own. If you would like to ask a question, 
please write to nicholaspersaud@semtribe. 
com.] 

It is halfway through the 2009 Hurri- 
cane Season, and we have yet to experience 
a major hurricane of Category 3 or above. 
This can change at any time, however. 

Often, the first things to be affected by 
severe weather events are water and food 
caused by power outages in the home. In 
turn, the lack of a potable water source as 
well as food spoilage may contribute to in- 
creases in food borne illness outbreaks. 

Listed below are recommendations that 
should be used in the event of power outages 
and a lack of potable water supply. 

Power Outages 

Keep the refrigerator and freezer doors 
closed as much as possible to maintain the 
cold temperature. Each time the door is 
opened, a significant amount of cold air is 
lost. 

The refrigerator will keep food safely 
cold for about four hours if it is unopened, 
and a full freezer will hold the temperature 


for approximately 48 hours; 24 hours if it is 
half full and the door remains closed. 

Food may be safely refrozen if it still 
contains ice crystals or is at 40 degree Fahr- 
enheit or below. 

Never taste a food to determine if its 
safe to eat or not. 

Obtain dry or block ice to keep your re- 
frigerator and freezer as cold as possible if 
the power is going to be out for a prolonged 
period of time. 

If the power has been out for several 
days, then check the temperature of the 
freezer with an appliance thermometer or 
food thermometer. If the temperature is at 40 
degree Fahrenheit or below, the food is safe. 

If a thermometer has not been kept in the 
freezer, then check each package of food to 
determine its safety. If the food still contains 
ice crystals, or is at 40 degree Fahrenheit or 
below then the food is safe. Remember you 
cannot only rely on appearance and odor. 

Discard refrigerated perishable foods 
such as meat, poultry, fish, soft cheeses, 
milk, eggs, leftovers and deli items after four 
hours without power 

Group food together in freezer; this 
helps the food to stay cool longer. 

Boiling Water 

If there is a lack of potable water supply, 


it is essential to boil water. 

When boiling water, wait for it to bub- 
ble. These bubbles show that the water is 
churning and beginning to turn from liquid 
to a vapor, a sign of boiling. The bubbles 
are large and rise to the surface, then break 
quickly; it is safe to assume the water is boil- 
ing and ready for use after proper cooling off 
period. 

If you can’t boil water, you can disinfect 
it using household bleach. Bleach will kill 
some, but not all, types of disease-causing 
organisms that may be in the water. If the 
water is cloudy, filter it through clean cloths 
or allow it to settle, and draw off the clear 
water for disinfection. 

Add 1/8 teaspoon, or about eight drops, 
of regular, unscented, liquid household 
bleach for each gallon of water, stir it well 
and let it stand for 30 minutes before you use 
it. Store disinfected water in clean containers 
with covers. 

The above simple tips can be useful in 
a variety of other emergency situations and 
can often lessen the traumatic life and death 
experiences posed by these events. 

Please call the Environmental Health 
Office at (954) 965-1300, Ext. 10325 should 
you need more information. 








SEEKING ORAL HISTORIES 
FOR MUSEUM COLLECTION AND 
VETERAN'S MEMORIAL BUILDING EXHIBIT 


The Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum is seeking to conduct oral history interviews with Seminole 
veterans and family members of veterans. The interviews will become a part of the existing 
oral history collection of the Tribal Museum. In the interview, you may choose what you 
would like to speak about. If you give permission, the interview might be considered for 
use in the exhibits to be created within the new Veteran's Memorial Building in Brighton. 
We hope that Seminole veterans will share stories for the benefit of current and future 
generations, as we look to honor your dedication and service. 
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To participate contact: 


Elizabeth Lowman 
0 ral H istory Coordinator 
Phone: 863-903-1113 ext. 12210 
elizabethlowman@ senhtribe.com 


SEMINC 

AH-TAH-THI-KI 


SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA 


A PLAC E T£> -L EARN . A PLACE TO REMEMBER. 
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Sports 

Competitors Attend Annual 
Sonny Billie Golf Tourney 





BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 


NAPLES — Seminole 
Tribal citizens met at the Heri- 
tage Golf Course in Naples on 
Aug. 8 for the 6th annual Golf 
Tournament in memory of 
Sonny Billie. 

Bom in circa 1935 in a 
remote area of the Everglades, 
currently the located in the 
southeastern portion of Collier 
County, Billie was a member 
of the Panther Clan. A medi- 
cine man and spiritual leader, 
he dedicated his life to pre- 
serving the traditions and cul- 
ture of the Seminole people. 

Even though Billie con- 
sidered the Tamiami Trail re- 
gion his permanent home, he 
worked for several years as 
a heavy equipment operator 
in Homestead to supplement 
his income. He was a former 
Chairman of the Miccosukee 
Tribe of Indians of Florida and 

a leading bundle carrier for Ricky Doctor makes a long drive on the 12th hole. 

more than thirty years. 

The father of eight chil- 
dren, Billie leaves a legacy of 
numerous descendents to carry 
on the traditions that meant so 
much to him in his quest to 
preserve his heritage. His son, 

Ricky Doctor, organized the 
tournament as a memorial to 
his father. 

Tournament play com- 
prised a Two Man Bramble in 
which both players tee off. The 
best drive determines the loca- 
tion of the next shot for both 
players, who then continue to 
compete. The best score be- 
tween the two players is tabu- 
lated for the team per hole. 

Each of the participants 
received a tote bag commemo- 
rating the event with a T-shirt, 
hat, towel and package of 
balls. 

Starting on the back nine 
holes and then completing the 
tournament on the front nine, 

Ricky Doctor set the tempo for 
the day with a remarkably long 
drive on the 12th hole. His ball 
cleared the bunker and stopped 
at the edge of the green. Un- 
fortunately, his next shot lightly kissed the 
flag pole as it whispered past the cup. 

All of the players had a terrific day 


Judy Weeks 

Raymond Garza Sr. displays his commemorative tote bag at 
the 6th annual Sonny Billie Golf Tournament. 


Sonny Billie prepares to perform a social dance in 1999 at 
the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum. 


with the teams turning in some very close 
scores. A three way tie for second, third 
and fourth place and a two way tie for 
fifth and sixth place resulted in 
matching cards, starting on the 
#1 Handicap Hole, to determine 
the placement of winners. 

Players congregated at the 
Immokalee Seminole Casino for 
a memorial luncheon and distri- 
bution of prizes following the 
tournament. 

Tournament winners were 
as follows: 

Two Man Bramble: 1. Ci- 
cero Osceola and Johnny “Trey” 
Boone III, 2. Ricky Doctor and 
Allen Huff, 3. Johnny Boone 
and Lawrence Osceola, 4. Ray- 
mond Garza Jr. and Bruce Pratt, 
5. Raymond Garza Sr. and Jason 
Tommie, 6. Charlie Cypress and 
Keeno King, 7. James Tommie 
and Duane Pratt. 

Closest to the Pin: Men: #6. 
Charlie Cypress, #8 Raymond 
Garza Jr., #13. Johnny Boone, 
#17. James Tommie; Seniors: 
#6. Allen Huff, #8. Ricky Doc- 
tor, #13. Allen Huff, #17. Allen 
Huff. 

Longest Drive: Men: #1. 
Johnny Boone, #7. Raymond 
Garza Jr., #14. James Tommie, 
Seminole Tribune Archive Photo #16. Johnny Boone; Seniors: #1. 

' Ricky Doctor, #7. Ricky Doctor, 

#14. Allen Huff. 





The young athletes stretch out before their class during the Big Cypress summer gymnastics camp. 


Judy Weeks 


Tribal Youth Attend Summer Gymnastics Camp 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The staff from 
the Big Cypress Gymnastics Program held 
three camps during the summer for the ben- 
efit of the Tribe’s young athletes, ages 5-16. 

The camps focused on developing the 
skills of those those already enrolled in their 
programs, as well as those interested in be- 
coming involved. 

Coach Gina Allardyce has 30 years of 
gymnastics training in her background and 
worked with Seminole youth 
for the past 18 years. 

“The Tribal members 
have proven to be talented, 
physical and flexible,” said 
Allardyce. “It is our job to 
teach them agility, strength, 
focus and balance with em- 
phasis on self-discipline and 
self-esteem. Our program 
walks hand in hand with edu- 
cation. School work, home- 
work and responsibility are 
stressed.” 

Beginning each session 
with a cardio and stretch 
warm up, the group does a 
work out on the floor, tram- 
poline, beams, bars and balls. 

Each class is scheduled for 
one hour, however due to the 
amount of enthusiasm dis- 
played by the children it usu- 
ally runs a half hour longer. 

Following a quick cooling off 
period in the swimming pool, 
they eat lunch and participate 
in extra curricular activities. 

The coach’s daughter, 

Gianna Allardyce, competes 
in national competitions and 
is currently in second place 
for All Around Level 2 Gym- 


nastics. Occasionally visiting the camp, she 
works out with the children and they look 
forward to spending time with her. At a 
young age peer pressure is an important fac- 
tor and finding a connection with someone 
of their own age, they appear to be inspired 
by her athletic abilities and view her as a 
role model. 

Coach Allardyce, Asst. Coach Mike 
Iglesia and aide Denise Freund invited the 
parents to join their children on the morning 
of July 17 to view their accomplishments. 
Lining the walls of the Fitness Center, the 


spectators applauded as the group did tum- 
bling, straddles, vaulting, right and left cart- 
wheels, hip circles, hand stands and back- 
ward walkovers on the floor, trampoline and 
balance beam. 

“Our fall program will include gym- 
nastic classes, Ahfachkee physical educa- 
tion and preschool fitness,” said Allardyce. 
“We are always looking for more boys and 
girls to begin training.” 

Anyone interested in the program can 
get more information at (863) 983-2787. 



Photo Submitted by Denise Freund 


Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. David Cypress (Back Row, Center) stopped by the Fitness Dome to see the gymnasts 
before he made his way to his birthday party in the BC gym on Aug. 5. The young athletes later joined him at the 
party and gave Rep. Cypress a birthday card they made for him. 


Friday Night 
Fights Come to 
Hard Rock Live 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Fight fans watched 
four hopeful championship contenders in 
the junior welterweight and heavyweight di- 
vision square off July 3 1 in Hard Rock Live. 

As a part of ESPN 2 Friday Night 
Fights coverage, Seminole Warriors Boxing 
sponsored seven scheduled bouts with five 
undefeated fighters trying to stay perfect 
coming in. 

In the main attraction, the veteran and 
two-time lightweight champion Julio “The 
Kidd” Diaz (36-5, 26 KOs) faced an unde- 
feated Victor Cayo (22-0, 15 KOs). 

Diaz would face one of his toughest op- 
ponents in Cayo. He had hopes of a rebound 
losing to Rolando Reyes by a fifth round 
TKO in his last action. 

Prior to the bout with Cayo he explained 
that the loss as well as the wear-and-tear on 
his body caused him to rethink his path in 
Photo Courtesy of Redline Media Group competing among Other lightweights. 

A victorious Victor Cayo with his World Boxing Association FEDE Caribe Championship belt after 
his win against veteran Julio “The Kidd” Diaz. 



Please see BOXING on page 2C 
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Annual Pool Tournament 
Honors Memory of Juanita Billie 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Remembering Juanita Billie 
was not difficult for her many friends that gathered at 
the Big Cypress Senior Center on July 23 for a pool 
tournament. Her passing left a void within the commu- 
nity. 



Judy Weeks 

Laura Clay racks the balls up for a game of 8-Ball during the 
Juanita Billie Memorial Pool Tournament on July 23. 


Bom into the Panther Clan in circa 1925, Juanita 
Osceola Billie was the daughter of John Fewell. As the 
wife of canoe builder Henry John Billie, she had six 
children and exercised a strong desire to pass her Semi- 
nole heritage onto the next generation. 

A generous friend and neighbor, Juanita Billie 
loved children and was a vital part of the Head Start 
Program. 

“She was the main cook at the Big Cypress facility 
for more than 20 years and prepared me to step into her 
shoes when she retired,” said Lydia Cypress. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress reminisced about his 
many years of friendship with Juanita Billie. 

“Wherever she lived, she served her community 
well,” he said. “She was always a friend to those in 
need and loved all children unconditionally. A strong 
advocate of education, she recognized the need for chil- 
dren to get a firm foundation to insure the future of the 
Seminole people.” 

The Big Cypress Department of Elder Affairs and 
Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. David Cypress spon- 
sored a pool tournament, luncheon and door prizes for 
the occasion 


Juanita Billie Tournament Winners 


Senior Women: 1 . Laura Clay, 2. Louise Billie, 3. Betty 
Osceola, 4. Esther Buster, 5. Bess Bowlegs. 

Senior Men: 1 . Joe J. Billie, 2. Parker Jones, 3. Sammie 
Gopher, 4. James Cornelius, 5. Keeno King. 

Scotch Doubles: 1 . Sammie Gopher and Bess Bowlegs, 

2. Joe J. Billie and Laura Clay, 3. Joe B. Billie and Louise 
Osceola, 4. George Billie and Louise Billie, 5. Parker Jones 
and Jane Freeman. 

Raffle Winners: Joe B. Billie - pool cue; James Cornelius - 
tool box; Louise Billie - roaster; Jane Freeman - steamer; 
Mary Robbins - Crock® pot; Virginia Tommie - pot and pan 
set; Parker Jones - tool kit; Louise Osceola - fishing pole; 
Sallie Billie - steamer; Bess Bowlegs - roaster; Keeno King 



Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Jane Freeman receives her food steamer prize from 
Senior Site Manager Cecilia Guzman. 



Photo Courtesy of Cecilia Guzman 


Juanita Billie will long be remembered as a vital part of the 
Big Cypress community. 



Photo Courtesy of Redline Media Group 

Underdog Derric Rossy (R) lands a stiff right jab on Carl Drummond (L) en route to his unanimous decision win. 


BOXING 

From page 1C 

He was making his debut as a 140 pound junior 
welterweight versus Cayo. 

“I am excited and have a new spark now,” Diaz 
expressed prior to the fight. 

Meanwhile, Cayo maintained his winning ways 
in his last match up finishing with a first round TKO 
versus Arturo Moura. 

After a toe-to toe slugfest, however, the younger 
Cayo would go on to maintain his perfect record and 
win the World Boxing Association FEDE Caribe title 
by a unanimous decision in 10 rounds. 

The seasoned Diaz seemed to run out of gas in the 
end looking to go to the body throughout, while Cayo 
controlled the tempo with jabs. 

In the more intriguing bout of the night, heavy- 
weight Carl Drummond (26-1, 20 KOs) took on the 
unknown Derric Rossy (21-2, 

12 KOs), a late addition to the 
match in the co-main tilt. 

The underdog Rossy would 
spoil the comeback party for 
Drummond. In an upset of sorts, 

Rossy used nibble feet and a stiff 
left jab to control the bout and 
even stumbled Drummond on a 
nice hook in the ninth. 

He went on to pick up a 
unanimous decision win, earn- 
ing his biggest victory since win- 
ning versus former World Box- 
ing Organization champion Ray 
Mercer last January. 

Trainer Sal Musumeci 
proved to be a prophet of sorts 
with his prediction during the 
prefight press conference earlier 
in the week that his fighter Rossy 
would win the fight. 

“You are going to see histo- 
ry in this fight,” Musumeci said. 

He was right. 

The other evening bouts in- 


cluded: Artur Szpilka moved to 5-0 over a debuting 
Jeremy May. Among cruiserweights, junior welter- 
weight Danny O’Conner also remained unblemished 
with a unanimous decision over James Helmes; wel- 
terweight Jonathan Gonzalez stayed on track over 
Jorge Barajas by a TKO; super middleweight Donovan 
George remained undefeated over Emmanuel Gonza- 
lez by a very rare newspaper decision, or NWS, and 
Luis Franco picked up his first win as a professional 
in the junior lightweight division over Leroy Padilla. 

Several Tribal Council and Board of Directors 
members also enjoyed the action including Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress, President Richard Bowers Jr., Hol- 
lywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr., and 
Big Cypress Board of Directors Rep. Paul Bowers Sr. 
and Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. David Cypress. 

The next action for Warriors and Hard Rock Live 
is on Aug. 28 when Randell Bailey faces Juan Urango 
as part ESPN 2’s Friday Night Fights coverage. 



Photo Courtesy of Redline Media Group 

Welterweight up-and-comer Danny O’Conner (R) uses his jab on Janies Helmes (L). 
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Youngsters Celebrate End of Tribal 
Summer Swimming Program 



Chris C. Jenkins 

The 2-4 year old Tribal summer swim program participants surround preschool swim instructor Stacy Meyer. The eight 
year program had its end of the summer swim party with youth receiving certificates and medals for their participation. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

The 3 and 4 year olds wait their turn for a ride on the water slide during their end of the summer swim party. 


Tired Of Paying Too Much 
For Quality Criminal Defense? 

ATTORNEY MICHAEL L JONES 


440 South Andrews Avenue 
Ft, Lauderdale, FL 33301 
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See dealer for details 


Ed Morse Sawgrass Auto Mall is now offering aN Seminole tribal members 
and employees really great deals! That’s right, all tribe members and 
employees, including everyone who works at the Seminole Hard Rock Casino, 
can now get big savings and all financing incentives for which they qualify 
on five GM brands of new vehicles and over 150 used vehicles. 
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Announcements 


D 


CONGRATULATIONS 


Brandtley Osceola, the son of Milo 
Osceola and Brande Clay, is going to at- 
tend Hollywood Christian High School 
this year and will be in the ninth grade. 

He made us so proud when he got in 
the boxing ring on March 17 of this year 
at the Golden Gloves and I am so proud 
of all of his accomplishments in life. 

It just seems like the other day when 
I was putting him on his first sheep to 
ride at the rodeo ... or I put on his first 
helmet to wear at his first football game 
. . . or I watched him hit his first home 
run at a T-ball game. Now, he is put- 
ting on the boxing gloves and is getting 
ready to fight some matches in the up- 
coming months. 

I am just so amazed at how much 
he is becoming a young man and I know 
that he is making his grandparents, the 
late Theda Osceola and the late Jacob 
Storm, proud. 

Brandtlo, you know that we are 
all behind you and love you so much! 
I know that you take on a big responsi- 
bility helping take care of your younger 
sisters. I know we all have to choose 
our own path and I know that you will 
choose the right one. You need to keep 
going forward with hard work and good 
decisions. 


Love, 

Your Dad & Mila 



Happy 16th Birthday Tana Wind, 

You have grown into a beautiful young lady. 

Love, Aunt Mary, 

Mark and Dayne 


To my son, Samuel C. Hunter II, I wanted to let 
you know that I love you and I care about you. I only 
want the best in life for you. 

I know you will be a positive role model and a posi- 
tive influence in your community. I just wanted you to 
know I am proud of you and I love you, mommy’s little 
rat! 

I’d rather have you so far away and alive than to 
have you so close and be buried! 

Love, 

Mom (Arnita Tiger) 


To my daughter, Aralena L. Jordan, I want you to 
know I am proud of you. 

You’ve been through a lot in your short life, but 
you’ve kept your head up and brought yourself up. I 
know you will succeed in life, just set your mind and 
stay focused, stay strong and stay positive. 

I love you and I want the best for mommy’s tomato ! 

Love, 

Mom (Arnita Tiger) 


To my daughter, Daniell A. Sharp, you have been 
my best lfiend since you were bom. I am very proud of 
you and how you have taken charge of your life. You 
have turned out to be a very strong woman, always 
standing your ground. 

I just wanted to say I love you and I am proud of 
mommy’s butterball! 

Love, 

Mommy (Arnita Tiger) 


THANK YOU 


Dear Mr. Stephen Bowers, 

Thank you for your sup- 
port during Fleet Week Port 
Everglades 2009. Our sailors 
and marines were treated ex- 
ceptionally well — each expe- 
rienced warm hospitality and 
established new friendships. 

Your efforts with the Semi- 
nole Color Guard and the em- 
ployer support of the Guard and 
Reserve Luncheon are greatly 
appreciated. Your kindness and 
generosity contributed signifi- 
cantly to the success of Fleet 
Week. 

Visiting south Florida was 
truly a pleasure; we look for- 
ward to returning. 


Sincerely, 


J.N. Christenson 

Rear Admiral, U.S. Navy 



CLASSIFIED ADS 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAYS 



Happy birthday Rickyjoe Alumbaugh! When Love, 

you turn 14 on Sept. 20, please know that we love you Mom (Beverly Osceola Alumbaugh), Dad 

very much and are proud of you. (Rick Alumbaugh) and Grandpa (Joe Osceola Sr.) 


Happy birthday to 
Dar’Rick Christopher Nelson- 
Williams on Sept. 7. You’re 7 
years old now and we’ve come 
a long way down a crazy and 
long road, yet we’ve made it to 
the sunshine. I’m so proud of 
you and I’m so glad you still 
love me and respect me as your 
mother. You are the true war- 
rior in my life. Just seeing you 
happy now is my drug. Thank 
you for helping me everyday to 
stay clean and sober. Have fun 
and enjoy being 7. I love you 
always and forever, no matter 
what, Rick. 

Love always, 

Your Mom (Carolee 
Anderson) 



To my grandson, Jovan 
J. Jenkins II, grandma is very 
proud of you. You have been 
an A/B Honor Roll student and 
you are doing good in school. 
Keep up the good job! Grandma 
loves Grandma’s “Harvard” very 
much. 

Happy big 8th birthday on 
July 31. 

Love, 

Grandma Aranita 


Happy 16th birthday to 
Tana Wind. You have grown 
into a beautiful young lady. 

Love, 

Aunt Mary L. Billie, Mark 
& Dayne 


IN MEMORIAM 

If I had only known tomorrow was going to be so 
lonely 

I would’ve smiled a little more, 

Done some things a little different, 

Paid more attention, 

Laughed with you a little more, 

Held your hand a little tighter, 

Spoke a little clearer, 

Wrote a little deeper, 

Acted a little more stronger, 

Asked for forgiveness, 

Prayed alongside you, 

Gave you a kiss, 

Played your favorite song, 

Read your favorite book, 

Fed your cats, 


Brought you food, 

Fixed the temperature in your room, 

Eased your mind, 

Took a picture to remember how strong you are, 
Tucked you in, 

Made you smile, 

Tried a little harder. 

But stubbornness hurt me, 

For that I am sorry, 

If only I had known. 

Forgive me and embrace me 
I’ll mourn until I join you 

Always & Forever, 

Your Son Eli 
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POEMS 


White Man’s World 

White man’s world is built on blood, sweat and 
tears, many wars against us natives and picking 
their cotton were the black folks with fear. 
Since 1492 not a damn thing good the pale face 
brought to this land, disease, greed and destruction 
is their master plan. 

They have fulfilled that plan as you can see; only 
they didn’t foresee they would be the ones down 
on their knees. 

The creator doesn’t like ugly, now pale face must 
pay 

Your disregard for humankind and nature is being 
collected today. 

In the name of your religion you did what you 
done, slaving the black folks and your military 
committing mass genocide on native camps while 
the warriors were on a hunting run. 

You had superior weapons but you didn’t have su- 
perior strength to survive, with our nomadic ways 
we will continue to thrive. 

We have been blessed to withstand the tests of 
time, you keep placing obstacles in our way but we 
continue to climb. 

Centuries have passed and we are still here, don’t 


cry about what’s fair no in your state of fear. 
Throughout all those centuries of unfairness and 
mistreatment you didn’t cry, it didn’t matter how 
many natives were killed or black slaves suffered 
and died. 

We natives know you don’t want to see us on top, 
we also know that your hatred for us isn’t going 
to stop. 

We are not a people of greed we just want what’s 
right. Unconquered Seminoles we remain always 
ready to fight. 

Where you get the nerve to speak of fairness is 
beyond me, you’re repeating the same mistakes on 
my Arab brothers and sisters across the sea. 
Allah is great pale face that will come back on you 
too, you can’t rule the world in the end you will 
see this is true. 

Impose your will on your own kind and let us be; 
now that would be fair and right in this land of the 
free. 

White man’s world isn’t all that it seems, the real- 
ity of it nothing is free and they keep a dirty team. 

— Ike T. Harjo 
Panther Clan 



If This Was It 


Lady, tonight is all we need 
So forget about what tomorrow may 
bring 

And just stay with me in this moment 
Let’ make a memory to remember 
We’re two of a kind with one beat, 
one love 

You’re a beautiful angel sent from 
above 

No worries right now, I just want to 
hold you tight 

Kissing your body from head to toe, 
don’t fight 

If this is our last time together, 

We can make a love that lasts forever 
Take the time to appreciate the little 
things 

That keeps our lives tied as one 
Lady, tonight, until the light breaks 
the dark 

I’ll sit back and wait and never let go 
— Kiel Jumper 



It’s Been Years 

It’s been years since we first 
met 

Since we looked into each 
other’s eyes 

Not realizing that we were 
meant to be together 
It’s been years since we first 
glared our first laugh, our 
first smile 

Since we shared our first 
kiss 

I remember how strong your 
arms embraced me 
How soft you held me 
How warm and gentle you 
were 


I remember how passionate 
that first kiss was 
Now my heart is dancing 
happy 

Knowing that it’s been years 
It’s been years since we first 
met 

And you’re still here kissing 
me just the same 
You’re still here holding me 
just the same 
It’s been years 
And that feeling will never 
change. 

Hot pursuit, 
— Alex Tucker 
Otter Clan 


Ready for 
Seminole Love 

Take my hand and lead the 
way; 

Tell me all you have to say. 

Whisper softly in my ear, 

All those things I want to 
hear. 

Kiss my lips and touch my 
skin; 

Bring out passions deep 
within. 

Pull me close and hold me 
near; 

Take away my pain and fear. 

In the darkness of the night; 

Be my beacon, shine your 
light. 

In the brightness of the sun; 

Show me that you are the 
one. 


Give me wings so I can fly; 
For I can soar when you’re 
nearby. 

Enter my heart, break down 
the wall; 

It’s time for me to watch it 
fall. 

I’ve been a prisoner, can’t 
you see? 

Break my chains and set me 
free. 

Strip me of my armor tight; 
You’ll find I won’t put up a 
fight. 

Release my soul held deep 
within... 

I’m ready now, let this Semi- 
nole love begin. 

Flava in ya ear, 
— Alex Tucker 
Otter Clan 


TRIBAL ATHLETES 



Hollywood Baseball Team 
Travels to NY for NAYO 


The Hollywood 12 and Under Base- 
ball Team went to New York for the Na- 
tive American Youth Organization (NAYO) 
baseball tournament. 

The team included Mingo L.D. Jones, 
Daniel Rodriquez Jr., Francisco Rodriguez, 
Trevon Blayne Marks, Luke Baxley Jr., 
Arek Dalton Jumper, Ethan Rage Cypress, 
Cameron Neil Osceola, Tyson Grant Osceo- 
la, Devan Bowers, Tristen Wilcox, Tam 
Wilcox and Blevyaf Jumper. 


The team played several games. They 
also visited Niagara Falls where they cele- 
brated Trevon Blayne’s birthday at the Hard 
Rock Cafe. 

Head Coach J.D. Bowers said the team 
had a good time and wanted to thank Holly- 
wood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola 
Jr. and the Recreation Dept, for their sup- 
port. He was assisted by Assistant Coaches 
Truman Bowers, Jason Cypress and Billie 
Hanks. 
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Preferred-Ultimate 

Travel & Entertainment 


Premium Seating For 
All Local & Worldwide Events! 

One Call Does It All! 

. CONCERTS 
. SPORTS 
. THEATRE 
. CRUISES 
. AIRLINES 
. HOTELS 
. CAR RENTALS 
. LIMOS 

. TRAVEL PACKAGES 
. HONEYMOONS 

PASSPORTS & VISAS SERVICE! 

GET PREFERRED SERVICE! 

EVENTS 305.444.TIXX (8499) 
800.881.8499 

TRAVEL 305.445.6566 
866.445.6566 


! UPCOMING LOCAL EVENTS 


CONCERTS 

BRITNEY SPEARS 
DEPECHE MODE 
LIL WAYNE 
BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN 
CREED 
SUGARLAND 
BLINK 182 
METALLICA 
MILEY CYRUS 
JOURNEY 

SPORTS 

MIAMI DOLPHINS 
FLORIDA MARLINS 

THEATRE & FAMILY SHOWS 

DISNEY ON ICE 

SO YOU THINK YOU CAN DANCE 


COME VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE!! 

PREFERRED IS NOW YOUR NEW VIP TICKET PLACE! 

^/IP Ticket Place 

WWW.Vl PTI CKETPLACE.COM 
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Naples Community 
Travels to Key West 
COMMUNITY 9A 


EIRA Senior, Junior 
Queens Crowned 
SPORTS 1C 


Ft. Pierce Back 
to School Event 
EDUCATION IB 


Undefeated Lady 
Seminoles Take 
Championship Title 

BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

ATMORE, Ala. — Brighton’s Lady Seminoles 
claimed the Native American Softball Association 
(NASA) slow-pitch softball championship the week- 
end of Aug. 14-15 in Atmore, Ala. 

The team consists of players Laveme Jones 
Thomas, Amanda Smith, Farah Jones, Mary Huff, Jo 
“Boogie” Jumper, Wendy Bowers Riley, Carla Go- 
pher, Ginger Jones, Reina Micco, Kasey Baker, Juan- 
ita “Jo Jo” Osceola, Diane Smith and Linda Tommie. 
Head Coach Jason Thomas leads the team with the 
help from Assistant Coach Tombo Riley. 

The weekend-long competition kicked off with 
the Lady Seminoles going head-to-head with team 
Chata. 

“It takes weeks of practice to get into the physi- 
cal shape to play a weekend-long tournament,” 
Coach Thomas said. “Game one was going to set the 
pace for the entire tournament.” 

The Lady Seminoles started strong in the first in- 
ning with seven runs which consisted of six walks, 
four hits and a home run by Mary Huff. With a final 
score of 16-4 against Chata, the Lady Seminoles put 

Please see NASA on page 2A 


Youth Honored 
for Scholastic 
Achievements 

BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 



Shelley Marmor 

Members of the Seminole Police and Emergency Services Departments join some of Hollywood’s Tribal youth for the approximately 1.5 mile walk through the Hollywood Reservation. The 
walkers started their route on the ball field and made their way through the reservation to commemorate National Night Out to Prevent Crime, now in its 26th year. 


Community Walks for National Crime Prevention Event 


TAMPA — Tampa students were recognized for 
their academic achievement Aug. 18 at the annual 
incentive award ceremony, held at the Tampa Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino. 

“The spotlight is on the children tonight,” Brigh- 
ton/Tampa Tribal Council Rep. Andrew Bowers Jr. 
said. “Good work and keep it up.” 

The Education Dept, welcomed the community 
and began the evening with guest speaker, Captain 
Kipper Connell of the Seminole Police Dept. 

Connell touched on four major topics pertaining 
to education and success: communication, potential, 
decision-making and perspective. 

Connell explained to the students that “commu- 
nication has a lot more to do than just words.” 

“Know the message you want to send,” Connell 

said. 

He encouraged the students not to let obstacles 
or other people limit their expectations and achieve- 
ments. 

Director of Education Emma Johns presented 
Tampa Education Advisor Stephanie Johns with a 

Please see INCENTIVE on page 2A 


Tribal Council 
Convenes in BC 


BY SHELLEY MARMOR 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Seminole Police Dept. 
(SPD) joined forces with departments including Emer- 
gency Services, the Boys & Girls Club and Seminole 
Security to host the Tribe’s second annual National 
Night Out to Prevent Crime event on the evening of 
Aug. 31. 

The event, though only in its second year within 
the Tribe, celebrated its 26th anniversary this year. 

To commemorate the event, people throughout the 
country turned their porch lights on and left them on 
all night in a show of solidarity for the officers and 
emergency services personnel that keep their commu- 
nities safe. 

Other common events that took place include pa- 
rades, rallies and walks. Both this year and last year, 
the Tribal employees from the Hollywood Reservation 
hosted a walk, which began on the ball field. 

Prior to the approximately 1 .5 mile walk through 
the Hollywood Reservation, guest speakers including 
Robert North Sr. of the Boys & Girls Club and Holly- 
wood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. thanked 
community members for participating in the event. 

Rep. Osceola also thanked the parents for bringing 



their children to the event. For more information on National Night Out to 

“I’m glad to see all these kids here,” he said. “That Prevent Crime please call (800) NITE-OUT or visit 
means you care.” www.nationaltownwatch.org/nno. 

He also reminded the attendees to be thankful to 
the SPD, Emergency Services and Seminole 
Security members who serve the Tribe, say- 
ing “they help us and they protect us.” 

SPD Operations Lt. Powell Morris, a 
nine year veteran SPD employee, also spoke 
at the event prior to the walk beginning. 

“We can’t do it alone,” he said. “We 
need the help of the community for this to 
be successful.” 

After the walk the participants made 
their way back to the ball field for dinner, a 
raffle and entertainment from Tribal citizen 
Paul “Cowbone” Buster and the Cowbone 
Band. 

Started in 1984, National Night Out to 
Prevent Crime aims to heighten crime and 
drug prevention awareness, generate sup- 
port for anticrime programs, strengthen 
police-community partnerships and send a 
message to criminals that neighborhoods 
are organized, according to the official event Following speeches from Tribal officials, the National Night Out to Pre- 
website, www.nationaltownwatch.org. vent Crime walk gets underway. 


E-la-mash-ke Che-ke Recovery House Opens its Doors 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYRESS — The Tribal Council gathered 
for a special session on the Big Cypress Reserva- 
tion on Aug. 19. They passed 34 resolutions on the 
agenda including: 

Resolution 22: Honeywell Avionics Protection 
Plan (HAPP) agreement for corporate operators with 
Honeywell International, Inc.; ratification; 

Resolution 25 : Ratification of the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida filming permission letter granting Zweites 
Deutsches Femehen (ZDF) permission to film a tele- 
vision show on the Big Cypress Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 26: Ratification of the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida filming permission letter granting 
Evolution Film and Tape, Inc. permission to film a 
television show on the Big Cypress Indian Reserva- 
tion; 

Resolution 27: CBS Outdoor, Inc., bulletin ad- 
vertising agreement for Billie Swamp Safari; 

Resolution 30: Cancellation (write-off) of out- 
standing Tribal Council loans to deceased Tribal 
members; 

Resolution 39: Redline Media Group, LLC, per- 
sonal services agreement for Seminole Indian Casi- 
no-Hollywood; 

Resolution 40: The Seminole Tribe of Flor- 
ida Native Learning Center approval of the Native 
American Housing Block Grant Program under the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, 
ratification of execution of application and submittal; 
limited wavier of sovereign immunity; and, 

Resolution 41: Amendment No. XXI to Con- 
stitution and Bylaws Seminole Tribe of Florida; to 
amend Article II, Sections 1-8 and to repeal Article 
II, Section 9. 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Hopes, dreams 
and years of planning were finally re- 


warded when the ribbon was cut during 
the opening ceremonies of E-la-mash-ke 
Che-ke three-quarter House in Big Cy- 
press on Aug. 19. 

Loosely translated, E-la-mash-ke 


Che-ke means “to help oneself house.” 
This new facility will impact the lives 
of the community members in numerous 
ways, according to Family Services Dept. 
Director Helene Buster. 

“Family Services is about building, 
nurturing and repairing families,” she 
said. “Today our prayers are answered 
with the establishment of the three-quar- 
ter house to provide structured living fa- 
cilities for Tribal members in recovery as 
they make the transition from the rehab to 
home life.” 

“Our primary goal is to assist in re- 
turning people to their homes without re- 
turning them to their previous lifestyle,” 
continued Buster. “Recovery from abuse 
is a long, but rewarding road and we are 
dedicated to helping you make the jour- 
ney.” 

Excitement filled the air as the crowd 
watched Buster and Big Cypress Tribal 
Council Rep. David Cypress raise their 
enormous scissors and cut the barrier at 
the entrance to this important stepping 
stone in the process to recovery. 

“This is a place for people to strength- 
en themselves through responsibility and 
make measurable progress that they can 
take home and use to build a new life for 
themselves and their loved ones,” said 
Rep. Cypress. 

Following the Tribal leaders into the 
building, the community members took a 
guided tour with Family Services Dept, 
representatives Debra Ray, Jodi King, 
Raymond Yzaguirre and Harold Baxley. 


Once inside, outward appearances 
proved to be deceiving. Four large, two- 
man bedrooms can accommodate eight 
male Tribal citizens at a time with sepa- 
rate quarters for a manager. Spacious, at- 
tractively decorated common areas, state 
of the art kitchen facilities and private 
bathrooms await the residents. A technol- 
ogy area, meeting, conference and class- 
rooms complete the layout. 

Working closely with the construc- 
tion team, Assistant Family Services 
Director Debra Ray said, “Foreman and 
Project Manager Charlie Paoli has been 
an indispensable force in coordinating 
our set up. A member of Carter Clough’s 
Administrative Services staff, Paoli made 
a personal commitment to meeting our 
needs and we are extremely grateful to 
him.” 

Vocational Community Liaison Jodi 
King added: “Chris Lawrence with Five 
Points donated a major portion of the 
landscaping and sod, which have trans- 
formed this building into an attractive liv- 
ing facility.” 

“The three-quarter house will strive 
to put tools in the kits of our clients and 
help them to learn to use the tools that they 
already possess,” said Buster. “Observing 
self progress creates a path to future suc- 
cess. They can feel safe here as they work, 
advance their education and become pro- 
ductive citizens of the community.” 

Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max 

Please see RECOVERY on page 2A 



Rachel Buxton 


(L-R) Family Services Dept. Director Helene Buster, Assistant Director Debra Ray, Counselor 
Harold Baxley and Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. David Cypress participate in the ribbon cut- 
ting ceremony at E-la-mash-ke Che-ke. 


INSIDE: 



Students Receive Incentive Awards ib-4b 







2A • The Seminole Tribune • September 25, 2009 



The Lady Seminoles win first place in an 


NASA 

From page 1A 


themselves in great position going into the second game. 

Game two was a high scoring game against the 
Thrillers. Huff hit yet another home run, accompanied 
by Reina Micco who hit one deep for an easy home run. 
With a final score of 23-4, the Lady Seminoles headed 
into game three against one of last year’s rivals The 
Players. 

“The game could not have been more perfectly 
matched, as both teams offered up a rock solid defense 
rarely seen in these types of tournaments,” Thomas said. 

Going into the fourth inning, the scoreboard re- 
mained empty until Amanda Smith made a hit, putting 
her into scoring position. Wendy Riley followed hitting 
a double, bringing Smith home for the first run of the 
game. The Lady Seminoles held The Players off, win- 
ning 7-0. 

Game four saw the Lady Seminoles against the 
home team, and perhaps the toughest teams of the tour- 
nament, the Poarch Creek Girls. 

For the entire game the Lady Seminoles were 
neck and neck with the Poarch Creek Girls in perfor- 


mance. Neither team managed to get on the scoreboard. 
It wasn’t until the fifth inning that the Lady Seminoles 
made their mark and brought in 11 runs. With a major 
win of 14-1, the Lady Seminoles were sent directly to 
the championship. 

The championship brought a bit of a twist with the 
Poarch Creek Girls making a comeback to face the Lady 
Seminoles yet again. 

Both teams fought hard in the championship slug- 
fest. When the Lady Seminoles scored, the Poarch Creek 
Girls scored. In the seventh inning the Lady Seminoles 
finally managed to get up by 15 runs. With the champi- 
onship in their sight, the Lady Seminoles had to endure 
one more at bat from the Poarch Creek Girls. 

The Poarch Creek Girls were able to close the gap a 
bit, trailing only by 10, but it just wasn’t enough to keep 
the Lady Seminoles from being named NASA champi- 
ons. 

“Some of the woman on Lady Seminoles have been 
playing in [NASA] since they were 18,” Thomas said of 
her team, which has players as old as 33 now. 

“With only one prior championship on the mantle, 
they were more determined than ever,” he added about 
his winning team. 


INCENTIVE 

From page 1A 


farewell gift as she herself gets 
ready to go back to school to 
complete her four-year degree. 

“It has been a wonderful 
experience getting to know you 
all,” Stephanie Johns said. “It 
has been a wild ride.” 

Students were presented 
with academic awards for grades 
and attendance. They also re- 
ceived backpacks with their 
names embroidered on them to 
start the new school year with. 

Emma Johns announced the 
theme “Raising the Bar” for the 
2009-2010 school year. She said 
her department also created a 
theme for parents this year since 
education starts in the home. 

“We’re here to help but 
we also need your help,” Emma 
Johns said to the parents. 

Tampa Liaison Richard 
Henry congratulated the stu- 
dents and praised the parents 

“Parents you deserve a 
round of applause,” Liaison 
Henry said. 

Rep. Bowers closed the 
awards with a final thought to 
the students. 

“Not everyone has to go to 
university,” Rep. Bowers said. 
“Get something that will carry 
you through life. Go become 
something.” 



Rachel Buxton 

Cavan Guzman (C) receives his award for attendance from Tampa Liaison Richard 
Henry (L) and Brighton/Tampa Tribal Council Rep. Andrew Bowers Jr. (R). 


RECOVERY 

From page 1A 


B. Osceola Jr. also offered 
his thoughts on recovery 
and the facility itself. 

“The journey to re- 
covery begins in many 
places,” Rep. Osceola 
said. “Everybody makes 
mistakes. Today we put the 
key in a door that will open 
upon a positive future for 
the entire community.” 

Beginning with Chair- 
man Mitchell Cypress, 
Tribal leaders took turns 
congratulating the Fam- 
ily Services Dept, staff for 
their dedication and com- 
mitment to the communi- 
ties they serve. 



Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Family Services Dept. Director Helene Buster and Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. David 
Cypress tour the spacious living facilities at the Big Cypress facility. 



Judy Weeks 

Large common areas with state-of-the-art facilities will give residents an opportunity to transition to independent living. 



Judy Weeks 

Family Services Dept. Director Helene Buster announces the 
opening of the three-quarter house in Big Cypress. The house 
is designed to provide self-help within the aftercare program. 


Judy Weeks 

Trail Liaison William Osceola thanks everyone who participat- 
ed in creating this haven within the Big Cypress community. 



Rachel Buxton 


Becky Bowers (R) of the Education Dept, presents James Wil- 
liams Jr. (L) with a new backpack to help him prepare for the 
upcoming 2009-2010 school year. 


Tampa Incentive Award Recipients 

2009 High School Graduate: Kyle Henry 

Perfect Attendance: Christopher Garcia 

All A’s & B’s: Cavan Guzman, Dante Henry, Deven Osceola, 
Justin Motlow, Jacob Santiago, Jessica Motlow, Caitlyn 
Garcia. 

Kindergarten Completion: Desmond Miller, Maya Smith, 
Angel Dillon. 

Improved GPA: Phaydra Clark, Victoria Smith, Dante 
Henry. 

Three or Less Days Absent: Kyle Henry, Dante Henry, Oha- 
na Henry, Andrew Henry, Jacob Santiago, Caitlyn Garcia, 
Cavan Guzman, Anissa Saxton-Billie, Anazette Saxton- 
Billie, Justin Motlow, Desmond Miller. 

Awards and Certificates: 

Kyle Henry, Tiffany Foret, Jessica Motlow, Phaydra Clark, 
Preston Osceola, Jacob Santiago, Andrew Henry, Justin 
Motlow, Brenna Walton, Nathaniel Fewell-Jim, Christina 
Clark, Anazette Billie-Saxton, Caitlyn Garcia, Victoria 
Smith, Dante Smith, Melody Urbina, Ohana Henry, sum- 
mer Smith, Jeremiah Santiago, Tyrek Lasane, Jacob 
Smith, Anissa Billie-Saxton, Mason Foret, Issac Urbina, 
Ruby Thomas, Deven Osceola, James Williams, Cavan 
Guzman, William Cypress, Desmond Miller. 



Judy Weeks 

Through the E-la-mash-ke Che-ke three-quarter house, Tribal citizens in recovery will learn how to make a successful transi- 
tion back into their community. 
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Chris C. Jenkins 

A museum patron looks at a photography exhibit by artists Neal Ambrose Smith and Jaune Quick-To-See Smith. In the photo installation the artists 
challenge viewers to examine how they stereotype people based solely on physical appearance. 


‘Unconquered Imagination’ Exhibit 
Showcases Native Artistic Talents 



BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Throughout the last seven months, six 


and perseverance shown by many Tribes in the midst of political, 
militaiy and psychological struggles throughout the centuries. 

“It is different than what we usually do,” Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Mu- 
seum Curator of Exhibits Saul Drake said of the exhibit. “I do not 


contemporary Native American artists have had an opportunity to think people expected us to put that type of thing together.” 


display their work in an exhibit entitled “Unconquered Imagina- 
tion” at the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum at Okalee Village. 


“Our exhibits team did a really good job as far as design and 
flow with this project,” he added. “People who really want to come 


Running through Nov. 29 exclusively at Okalee, the artists’ and see a contemporary art exhibit could enjoy it.” 


works have displayed a spin on visual sovereignty through art, Ah- 
Tha-Thi-Ki Museum Director Anne McCudden explained. 

“This exhibit has given the artists a chance to get their work 
out there,” McCudden said. 


The featured artists include Jaune Quick-To-See Smith, Larry 
McNeil, Neal Ambrose Smith, America Meredith, Will Wilson and 
Erica Lord. 

As a renowned guest curator and Navajo Indian Tribe pho- 


She said although the exhibits have no direct ties to the Semi- tographer Wilson also contributed his work and helped create the 
nole Tribe of Florida, the name reflects on the strength, courage idea for the artists chosen. He said the goal of his work and the 

exhibit is to “produce images and 
sensory experiences which con- 
vey representation of by and for 
American Indians.” 

There are also plans for an 
exhibit catalog. 

Art educator and community 
organizer Wilson explained that 
his work offers a glimpse into 
the complex contemporary plight 
of Native Americans that have 
become alienated in society and 
from their land. 

Jaune Quick-To-See Smith 
is an internationally renowned 
painter, printmaker and artist. 
Her work is known for contain- 
ing strong, socio-political com- 
mentary within its imagery. She 
has been creating abstract Native 
American paintings and litho- 
graphs since the 1970s using a 
variety of textures and mediums. 

McNeil uses photos express- 
ing an emphasis on American 
mythology. He has won numer- 
ous awards including the Nation- 
al Geographic All Road Photog- 
raphy Award for his photography 
work. 

Fellow photographer Am- 
brose Smith has had his work in 
dozens of galleries, exhibitions 
and conferences across the U.S. 
and worldwide. He also has pub- 
lic collections in close to 10 U.S. 
cities. 

Cherokee Nation member 
and past San Francisco Weekly 
Painter of the Year Meredith in- 
fuses her native language into 
her work. She works in pen and 
ink, serigraphy, monotype print- 
ing and beadwork, with her pri- 
mary on painting with acrylic, 
egg tempera, gouache and water- 
color. 

Lord is an interdisciplinary 
artist who uses both academic 
and vernacular subjects and pro- 
cesses. Her work examines the 
trials and roles of Native Ameri- 
can woman as well as explores 
the stereotypes and representa- 
tions of Indian people through 
the use of photography and vid- 
eo. 

The Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Muse- 
um at Okalee Village is located 
at 5716 Seminole Way next to the 
Hard Rock Improv at the Semi- 
ChrisC. Jenkins nole Hard Rock Hotel & Casi- 
no s Seminole Paradise Facility. 

For more information please 
call (954) 797-5570 or (863) 
902-1113. 


Exhibit attendees can see Jaune Quick-To-See Smith’s 1996 mixed media collage “Indian Men Wear Shirts and 
Ties” at the “Unconquered Imagination” exhibit, on display at the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum at Okalee Village 
through Nov. 29. 


Vietnam Veteran Stephen D. 
Bowers Remains A Leader 
Within Tribal Community 


BY CHRIS C . JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Twenty-one 
year Tribal employee and war veteran 
Stephen D. Bowers is known as a leader 
among both his people and for his coun- 
ty. 

At the age of 60, he has worked on 
the front lines and behind the scenes for 
change and prosperity in his community 
as well. 

In order to become the success he is 
today however, the leadership skills and 
work ethic he has learned came early 
on in his life. The family cattle farming 
business was one major family custom 
and influence. 

“It has been a tradition [Seminoles] 
have had for years and years,” the Hol- 
lywood resident and father of one ex- 
plained. “It was all about sharing a 
friendship and closeness between us that 
a lot of kids now cannot relate to.” 

The roots of the business run deep 
for the Bowers family as President Rich- 
ard Bowers Jr., Big Cypress Board of Di- 
rectors Rep. Paul Bowers Sr. and Brigh- 
ton Tribal Council Rep. Andrew Bowers 
Jr., all cousins of Bowers, are cattle own- 
ers and handlers presently. 

He said he still remains hopeful and 
optimistic for the future of the one time 
economic giant of the Tribe although 
economic hardships forced his late fa- 
ther, Casey, and mother, Stella Mae, to 
sell out their own community stake in the 
1960s. 

As he entered adulthood his career 
path and responsibilities would continue 
to develop and further establish his po- 
litical views. 

After graduating from McArthur 
High School in Hollywood in 1967, and 
briefly attending Broward College, he 
was drafted by the U.S. Army to fight in 
the Vietnam War. At that time the average 
serviceman was only 19 years old. 

“Going to school you do not know 
what you want to do or what you want 
to be. In going to the Army I knew what 
I was going to be doing,” Bowers ex- 
plained. “I also thought to myself, here I 
am an able bodied man capable of help- 
ing out.” 

“I was ready to go and was assured,” 
he continued. “I felt, I am a warrior and 
this is my country too.” 

While serving he received sergeant 
status and had limited combat action 
performing enemy observation watches 
in remote and rural locations. A family 
death would bring him back to the U.S. 
with an honorable discharge in 1971. 

“I want people to know that I am 
proud of my service,” he emphasized. “I 
think every Tribal member that served is 
also equally proud of their service too.” 


He said he also remains proud and 
in support of our current wartime troops 
in Iraq. 

In the 1980s he began to establish 
himself as a fixture for change in the 
Tribe doing work as a recruiter/work 
coordinator through the Neighborhood 
Youth Corps. The program helped youth 
and teens with jobs, performance and de- 
velopment. 

The idea for the Tribal Color Guard 
also fell into place around this time. The 
original members include Tribal Council 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Stephen D. Bowers 


Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Big Cypress 
Board of Directors Rep. Paul Bowers Sr. 
and Bowers himself. 

Bowers said the concept took off in 
popularity because of frequent requests 
at pow-wows, fairs and other major func- 
tions in Florida and across the U.S. where 
a Seminole Tribe presence was needed. 
As an active member presently along 
with Board Rep. Bowers, he said often- 
times the demand for the group outnum- 
bers the time available. 

Nowadays, the newlywed also holds 
the role with the Tribe as liaison to the 
Governors Council on Indian Affairs. 

His responsibilities involve estab- 
lishing relationships with state agencies 
in Florida on educational, agricultural and 
other levels assisting in Native American 
affairs. He also remains actively involved 
with military related events and activities 
within the Tribe. 

“What I am trying to do here with 
my time now with the Tribe is help work 
for our veterans and service them,” Bow- 
ers said. “I enjoy my ability to go to meet 
various senators, representatives, and 
other groups to represent the Tribe.” 

“I want people to know we as a Tribe 
are also interested in the needs of the 
state of Florida and I want to continue to 
humanize us,” he concluded. 



A CHltD US MISSING $6,00000 
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Stephen Galla 

(L-R) A Child is Missing founder Sherry Friedlander receives the donation check from Vivian 
“The Texas Tornado” Villarreal at a presentation held Aug. 31 at Okalee Village. 


Tribally-Sponsored Vivian Villarreal 
Donates $5,000 to Children’s Charity 


BY ELIZABETH LEIBA 
Staff Reporter 


HOLLYWOOD — Women’s Pro- 
fessional Billiards Association (WPBA) 
Tour professional pool player Vivian 
“The Texas Tornado” Villarreal donated 
a check for $5,000 to the Fort Lauder- 
dale-based nonprofit organization A 
Child is Missing in a presentation held at 
the Okalee Village on Aug. 31. 

Villarreal, who is sponsored by the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida, said she was 
pleased to be able to contribute money to 
a cause she believes in. 

“Every year ... I fry to raise more 
and more money,” Villarreal said. “If I 
can help anybody it makes me happy. It’s 


a blessing.” 

Sherry Friedlander, founder of A 
Child is Missing, accepted the check and 
thanked Villarreal for her donation. 

“It’s wonderful to have your own 
community recognize you,” Friedlander 
said. 

Her organization also presented Vil- 
larreal with a plaque in appreciation for 
her fundraising efforts. Tribal Programs 
Officer Bobby Frank also accepted a 
plaque from Friedlander on behalf of the 
Seminole Tribe. 

A Child is Missing was founded in 
1977 as a community -based organiza- 
tion to locate children within the first few 
hours of disappearance. For more infor- 
mation please log on to www.achildis- 
missing.org 
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Chairman Mitchell Cypress (R) and Representative Kendrick B. Meek (L), who has served Florida’s 17th congressional 
district since 2003, at a meet and greet at the Tribal Headquarters on Aug. 26. In anticipation of the 2010 midterm elec- 
tion Rep. Meek, whose district encompasses much of eastern Dade and Broward Counties, announced in January of this 
year his intentions to run for Mel Martinez’s soon-to-be vacated U.S. Senate seat. 


Tribal Citizens Enjoy Annual Water Day Event 



BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 


distributed, two of the approximately 65 youngsters in 
attendance won prizes during the raffle drawing. Cassie 
Alexander, 9, won an iPod® Touch, while Johndell Mc- 


BIG CYPRESS — Six slides, a dunk tank and a Inturff, 13, was the recipient of a Nintendo® DSI game 
back-to-school raffle giveaway were primary attractions console. 

at the fourth annual Water Day event, held at the Big However, the water activities were the main feature 
Cypress Community Center on Aug. 12. at the event, with many of the attendees making their 

In addition to backpacks and school supplies being way to the dunk tank, water tag maze, double Slip ‘n 

Slide® and the other water games 
and rides. 

The attendees also had the 
chance to ride on six water slides 
including a dual water slide known 
as the Big Kahuna, which Leslie 
Leiva, 15, said was her favorite wa- 
ter ride at the event. 

“I had an awesome time on 
the water rides,” Leiva said. “My 
favorite ride was the Big Kahuna 
because when you flip down the 
slide, it felt like you were going to 
go over it.” 

“All of us kids had a wonder- 
ful time and I hope we can have it 
again next year,” she added. 

Roy Pendleton, a supervisor 
with the community center, said he 
was thoroughly pleased with the 
event turnout. 

“The kids had a great time stay- 
ing wet all day,” Pendleton said. “It 
was refreshing that they got to en- 
Naji Tobias joy all this great food and activities 

(L-R, Front Row) Alyxander Pilgrim, 7, and Darius Friday, 10, engage in a playful wa- we had for them. This is a nice way 
ter gun fight with (L-R, Back Row) Kale Osceola, 7, and Tyrus Billie, 13, at the fourth to wind down the summer as the 
annual Water Day event, held Aug. 12 at the Community Center. kids get ready to hit the books.” 


Fire Rescue Dive Team Practices Life-Saving Skills 



BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD Members of the 
Tribe’s dive rescue squad took part in 
training at the Seminole Paradise lake as 
part of a monthly, organized training ses- 
sion on Aug. 24. 

The training session allowed the div- 
ers to get in some basic practice, exercise, 
conduct an equipment review and team 
discussions, Fire Rescue Dept. Capt. Rob- 
ert Curtis explained. 

Fire Rescue Dept. Chief Joe Sorrenti- 
no leads the five-year-old program, which 
specializes in water-related emergency 
rescues involving vehicles, drownings, 
canal rescues and black water operations. 

Dive trainings also take place at various 
locations throughout the Tribe’s reserva- 
tions. 

“This is one of those jobs that there is 
not a need for everyday, but when the time 
comes you had better be ready to go,” 

Curtis said. “All these guys have made the 
commitment that they are going to go out 
to do the job no matter what. We are in the 
business of rescuing people.” 

As an avid swimmer and rescue 
diver, Curtis has also been a part of the 
Tribe’s Fire Rescue Dept, ranks for the 
past two years. He and 22 others make up 
the squad. 

Curtis explained that the canals on either side of 
Snake Road on the Big Cypress Reservation just off 
1-75, has been a hot spot for rescues throughout the 
years. The intersections of Henry Osceola Road and 
Northwest Canal Street with Snake Road have proven 
to be some of the most challenging areas on the road. 

Because dives are never done in clear water, some 
of the challenges divers face include entanglements and 
mask black-outs. To help aid the divers as an extra set of 


eyes, back-ups personnel assist from the shore. 

“There is no feeling or way to explain diving into 
water and not being able to see where you are going,” 
Curtis pointed out about the canals and other bodies of 
water throughout the reservations. “This is a very dan- 
gerous aspect of fire rescue; that is why the training is 
so strenuous.” 

One strong supporter of the program has been vet- 
eran Fire Rescue Dept. Operations Chief Robert Suit. 
He has more than 40 years experience under his belt, 
including more than 30 years with Miami-Dade Fire 
Rescue Station 14 in south Miami. 

“I was so glad we got this off the 
ground, especially in BC,” he pointed out. 
“It takes a special group that can come out 
and do this especially since most of the 
diving is done by feel.” 

Requirements to be in the program in- 
clude being a firefighter, being open water 
certified, passing a cumulative swim test, 
treading water for at least 15 minutes, par- 
ticipating in off-duty trainings, perform- 
ing a rescue tow and taking 40 hours of 
dive rescue classes. 

Divers are also required to take a 
yearly standardized field test and attend 
the off-duty training sessions with only 
two absences allowed throughout the year. 

The last major dive rescue for the 
group came occurred during the 2008 
holiday season. 

For more information on the program 
please call (954) 410-0484. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


(L-R) Divers Jonathan Gluck and Drew Layne receive instructions from fellow 
Fire Rescue Dept, employees on the shoreline. 
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The Gibbs Family, the featured musical guest act, close out the Rock the Rez service on Aug. 16 with a rendition of their song 
“I am A Friend of God.” 

New Testament Church Hosts Rock the Rez 


Attendees Enjoy Festivities at Back to School Event 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — There was plenty to do at the 
Big Cypress New Testament Baptist Church on the 
weekend of Aug. 16-17 at the Rock the Rez event, a 
back-to-school bash function. 

The about 70 attendees had numerous options; 
some played video games while others took advantage 
of the water slides and engaged in a series of races to 
cool off. Nearby, others competed in a pickup touch 
football game and the more adventurous types took on 
the rock climbing device. 

Claude Jean- Jacques, a 17-year-old visitor from 
Hollywood Christian Church in Hollywood, took part 
in many of the Rock the Rez activities. He said it was a 
pleasant and exhilarating experience. 

“It was my first time here,” Jean- Jacques said. “I 
liked it when a lot of my fellow youth were willing to 
come out and have a good time.” 

After working up an appetite engaging in some 
physical activities, attendees made their way to the din- 
ing hall for dinner. Following, they went to the church 
sanctuary for the evening’s entertainment, courtesy of 
gospel rock bands Airborne and The Gibbs Family. 

Airborne took the stage first, performing a slew of 
praise and worship songs including “You Are God,” a 
signature tune of this musical act. 

The Gibbs Family, which consists of James Gibbs, 
Vernon Gibbs, Natasha Darrah and Timothy Gibbs, was 
the main attraction for Rock the Rez. Performing rock 
gospel tunes such as “Here I Am to Worship,” “I’ll Fly 
Away” and “I am A Friend of God,” the audience was 
clearly moved by the message behind the songs. 

Fittingly, it all tied in to a message of inspirational 
words provided by Mike Riddering, the youth pastor for 


Hollywood Community Christian Church. 

“When we try to do something ourselves, we’re 
going to fail,” Riddering encouraged the attendees. “If 
you’re trying to fight life’s battles yourself, then you 
need to know that God has provided people around you 
to hold your hands up. You need people around you; you 
can’t do this alone. Without God, we are weak.” 

Vernon Gibbs, who has been a part of the Titusville, 
Fla. -based rock gospel band for the past 13 years, was 
visibly touched by the service. 

“This was an effort to do anything necessary to get 
the kids in church and off the streets,” Gibbs said. “I 
think lives have been changed in a positive way. I like 
to believe we put a smile on peoples’ faces. God has 
blessed us to be a blessing to others.” 

The Gibbs Family returned the next day to New 
Testament’s Sunday morning service, and the conclu- 
sion of Rock the Rez. 

Reverend Arlen J. Payne, pastor of the New Testa- 
ment Baptist Church, was the speaker on that Sunday 
morning, Aug. 17. Rev. Payne touched on the impor- 
tance for youngsters to “grow strong and be filled with 
wisdom.” 

He followed with some words of wisdom for the 
school-aged children. 

“We encourage the kids to work hard, to read and to 
learn everything they could in trying new things,” Rev. 
Payne said. “Also, we want our kids to be well-rested so 
they could be focused in school each day.” 

The Sunday service concluded with a gift for the 
youth participants, a messenger bag they can use to car- 
ry books, lunches or even a laptop. 

Riddering called Rock the Rez one of “the greatest 
events that has happened” to him ever. 

“It’s kind of a neat thing,” he said of event. “We’re 
raising up the next generation; it’s all about the kids.” 



Naji Tobias 

Gospel/rock band Airborne play their signature song “You are God” as they inspire Rock the Rez attendees at the New Testa- 
ment Baptist Church. 


Criminal Defense 



— — — 

Dll I 
VOP 

felony & misdemeanor 
Domestic Violence 
family law 
Child Support 
Traffic Tickets 


©06 WEST SUGARLAND HWY, 
C lewiston. Florida 


The Law Office of 


Joseph “Jody” M. Hendry, II 

363 983-LAWS (5297) 


Youngsters Treated to Spa Day by Departments 




BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 


(L-R) Tracey DeLaRosa of the Fitness Dept, pampers Alexis Aguilar with a 
chair massage. 


Judy Weeks 


IMMOKALEE — Pooling their re- 
sources, various Tribal departments from 
the Immokalee community co-sponsored 
“A Day at the Spa” for students in prepa- 
ration for the new school year. 

Booths were set up in the Immokalee 
gym on Aug. 20 at 10 a.m. so the young- 
sters could get in some relaxation before 
starting the 2009-2010 school year. 

The children spent the ensuing four 
hours participating in a wide variety of 
activities and received a raffle ticket at 
each booth they visited. Tickets were 
drawn at the conclusion for gift bags con- 
taining educational materials. 

Lacking the proper facilities, neces- 
sity became the mother of invention. 

Without a shampoo chair and sink, 
the picnic table in front of the gym and 
garden hose with nozzle made excellent 
substitutes. Laughing with delight, the 
children anxiously awaited their turn for 
a shampoo and rinse that they won’t soon 
forget. Volunteers from the Recreation 
Dept, and Community Care for the El- 
derly administered the service, followed 
by a comb out and head massage. 

Next stop were the long lines formed 
to take advantage of two professional hair 
stylists from nearby Eddie’s Hot Spot Sa- 
lon. Both boys and girls were eager for 
the opportunity to receive a trim, bob, 

Mohawk or fashionable hairdo for their first day of 
school. 

A quick once -over by staff members from the Trib- 
al Clinic preceded a discussion concerning H1N1 virus 
prevention, symptoms and treatment. 

The Fitness Dept, pampered their young clientele 
with warm wax treatments to condition their hands and 
nails, and provide a deep cleansing action. Taking turns 


in the chair, they also received a back, shoulder and 
neck massages. 

The Education Dept, supplied a full manicure, 
which included some very artistic nail painting and 
adornment appropriate for both girls and boys. 

Advice on physical fitness, proper hydration and 
exercise came along with a supply of arm sweats, drink 
cups and athletic devices from members of the Rec- 
reation Dept. Meanwhile, a stop at the Housing Dept, 
booth rewarded the children with dental supplies, sham- 
poo, conditioner, deodorant, soap and scrubs; all to pro- 
mote a healthy lifestyle. 

The Seminole Police Dept, gave an informative 
presentation on stranger danger, safety at the bus stop, 
emergency procedures in the event of an accident and 
bicycle and pedestrian traffic rules. 

Dividing the group for a hygiene presentation, the 
girls received instruction from the Health Dept, repre- 
sentatives, while staff members from both the Nutrition 
and Family Services Departments educated the boys. 


Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Mr. Eddie of Eddie’s Hot Spot Salon cuts Raymond James 
Mora’s hair into a Mohawk for his first day of the 2009-2010 
school year. 


Judy Weeks 

Vanessa Aguilar (R) submerges Jack Aguilar’s hand in a warm 
wax bath to condition and deep cleanse his hands and nails. 




Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Cartaya Billie receives a shampoo and rinse treatment from Immokalee Recreation Dept. Aide Susan Davis on the picnic 
table in front of the Immokalee gym at the “A Day at the Spa” event on Aug. 20. 
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Crowd Wowed at Illusionist’s Magic Show 
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(L-R) Magician Gary Midnight performs a trick for Zakevia Green during his show on Aug. 12 
at the Big Cypress gym. 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — A 
wide variety of magic tricks 
proved to be awe-inspiring 
for the attendees at the Mid- 
night Magic event on Aug. 

12 . 

The sequences, as- 
sembled by magician Gary 
Midnight, included an in- 
stance in which he could be 
seen sticking a set of torch- 
es though his body. 

Not only that, but the 
Boynton Beach, Fla. -based 
illusionist pulled rabbits out 
of a fire and had birds pop- 
ping out of balloons, among 
other tricks. 

For Tribal citizen Way- 
Ion Micco, 17, the show 
was nothing short of im- 
pressive. 

“I liked when the magi- 
cian made the playing cards 
invisible,” Micco said. 

“Sometimes I like to play 
with cards for the fun of it. 

When the magician threw 
the cards up, it just came up like magic and popped up 
out of nowhere.” 

According to Midnight, who has 24 years of experi- 
ence in the field of magic, the attendees were speechless 
after seeing his tricks. 

“I saw that ‘wow’ look on their faces,” Midnight 
said of the approximately 20 kids in attendance. 

“Illusions aren’t real, but they look like it,” he add- 
ed. “It was great to see the kids having a good time and 
seeing that magic happen right before their eyes.” 

Performing for celebrities such as Celine Dion, Dan 
Marino and members of the band Led Zeppelin, one par- 
ticular trick that stood out was when Midnight asked Za- 
kevia Green to pick up a card from a deck of 54. 

After the magician placed the other 53 cards in a 


box, he took Green’s card and put it a white bag. The 
bag, interestingly, also contained a bird, which served as 
the premise for the magic to occur. 

What the participants didn’t know was that a talk- 
ing hand came in the bag as well, which Midnight pulled 
out after performing a bag trick. 

Just a minute after going through the bag, the talk- 
ing hand, as well as the white bird, came out. 

Amazed by what she saw, Zakevia didn’t know 
what was going to happen next. 

To everyone’s surprise, of all the 54 cards Midnight 
had at his disposal — he got the other 53 from the box 
— the card Zakevia picked out emerged from the talking 
hand and was accompanied by the bird. 

“I believe in magic,” Zakevia said after showing the 
participants the card in question. 

Carlton Banks, a Big Cypress Recreational Dept. 

Aide, was apprecia- 
tive of Midnight’s 
willingness to come 
perform for the 
youngsters at the 
Big Cypress Gym- 
nasium. 

“The kids were 
shy at first, but as the 
show went along, 
they relaxed a bit 
and were really into 
the show,” Banks 
said. “You could tell 
they enjoyed them- 
selves.” 

Micco said he 
couldn’t agree more 
with Bank’s obser- 
vation about the 
event. 

“I was happy I 
came to the show, it 
made me feel really 
good,” Micco said. 
“Magic does hap- 
pen. I saw that right 
in front of me.” 


Naji Tobias 

Tribal citizen Waylon Micco, 17, watches in amazement as magician Gary Midnight pulls a playing 
card seemingly from thin air. 
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Tribal storyteller Billy Walker (L) entertains the Tribal children with a slew of Seminole stories during the pizza party, held at 
the Big Cypress library on Aug. 31. 


Billy Walker Reads to Children at Pizza Party 


B Y NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — It’s safe to say the kids who 
attended an afterschool pizza party at the Willie Frank 
Library on Aug. 31 enjoyed themselves. 

However, the main event at the party was the story- 
telling session, courtesy of Tribal citizen Billy Walker. 

A member of the Panther Clan, Walker told partici- 
pants stories such as “The Chickee Hut” and “Why You 
Shouldn’t Go Hunting By Yourself,” in addition to spo- 
ken word pieces about an alligator and a dog, a deer and 
rabbit and a box turtle and two hunters. 

“Don’t be afraid,” Walker said to the Tribal young- 
sters when talking about “The Chickee Hut.” “No mat- 
ter who you are, everybody’s special.” 

The children also got a chance to earn prizes for 
correctly answering questions in the Mikasuki Word 
Bee quiz session, implemented by Walker. In the game, 
the youngsters answered a series of questions in which 
they identified the Creek names of several animals in- 
cluding bird, frog, pig, house and otter. 

“It’s getting our children involved in reading 
books,” said Barbara Oeffner, the library director. “They 
had an opportunity to leam about their culture, so we 
used the Seminole books to show them more about the 
Mikasuki language.” 

The most popular quiz question of that day was 
about the Creek translation for the word bird. 

“Fus-wv,” said Tribal youngster Mariah Smith, who 
got the answer correct and won a DVD from the library. 


Oeffner said she was enlightened by the fact that 
Clans are carried on by a descendant’s mother, as Walk- 
er told everyone there. Walker also explained that in the 
matriarchal system, no two people from the same clan 
can marry. 

As far as hunting is concerned — Walker is also a 
hunter at the Billie Swamp Safari — he told the Tribal 
children it’s always a good idea to hunt with a group of 
people and not alone in his re-telling of the story “Why 
You Shouldn’t Go Hunting By Yourself.” 

In this story a hunter, defying the elders’ request to 
not go hunting alone, gets disoriented in the woods since 
all the cypress heads and trails looked the same. The 
hunter was apparently lost in the woods, even though he 
thought he knew where he was going and had to ask a 
tree for guidance. 

Walker’s moral to the story was that if anyone de- 
sires to navigate an unknown area alone, then danger 
may arise. 

“The ancient stories are the richest in Seminole his- 
tory and they teach us the lessons that are important in 
life, as far as character building is concerned,” Oeffner 
said. 

Oeffner said she was pleased with how the function 
turned out. 

“It was great to have Billy out here,” she said. “I 
think it’s a wonderful thing to preserve the Seminole 
stories and pass them on to the younger generation, so 
that they will be in touch with their Native American 
history.” 
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(L-R) Stephen Bowers, the Tribal veteran’s liaison, Tribal veteran John Huff, Vietnam Veterans of America-Florida State Council 
Vice President Ben Humphries, Big Cypress Board of Directors Rep. Paul Bowers Sr., Chairman Mitchell Cypress and Tribal 
veterans Sammy Gopher and Jack Smith Jr. with the commemorative flag that the troops flew over war zones in countries 
including Iraq, Kuwait and Afghanistan. 


Veteran’s Organization Honors Chairman 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 


BIG CYPRESS Ben 
Humphries, vice president of Viet- 
nam Veterans of America-Florida 
State Council, presented Chair- 
man Mitchell Cypress with an ap- 
preciation plaque for the Tribe’s 
contributions to the Support Our 
Troops golf tournament, held last 
November at the PGA Club in 
Port St. Lucie, Fla. 

The presentation took place 
on Sept. 3 at the Big Cypress Fam- 
ily Investment Center Conference 
Room. The event’s purpose was 
to raise funds for the shipment of 
care packages to troops in Iraq. 
As a result of the function, about 
5,000 individual packages were 
sent to Iraq, with all the troops re- 
ceiving their items in time for the 
2008 holiday season. 

The U.S. troops in Iraq hon- 
ored the Seminole Tribe of Flor- 
ida with a commemorative flag, 
which was flown over war zones 
in countries such as Iraq, Kuwait 
and Afghanistan. It was sent to the 
Tribal veterans in appreciation for 
their support. 


Naji Tobias 

(L-R) Vietnam Veterans of America-Florida State Council Vice President Ben 
Humphries presents Chairman Mitchell Cypress with a plaque of recognition for the 
Tribe’s contributions to the Support Our Troops golf tournament, held in November 
2008 at the PGA Club in Port St. Lucie, Fla. Proceeds were used to purchase care 
packages for troops serving overseas. 
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BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 


the door, the crowd burst into a chorus of the song 
“Happy Birthday.” The startled look on Liaison Agui- 
lar’s face was testimony to a well-kept secret. 

Overcoming her initial shock, she explained that 


IMMOKALEE — More than 200 well-wishers 
filled the entertainment pavilion at the Immokalee she was tricked into coming to the casino and had no 
Casino to celebrate 64 years of Immokalee Tribal idea what was awaiting her. 

Council Liaison Elaine Aguilar’s life in a surprise “My son tricked me by saying that we were go- 
celebration of her birthday on Aug. 14. ing to check out some brand new slots that had just 

A corridor of family and friends from throughout arrived,” Liaison Aguilar said. 

Florida formed out of sight of the entrance in antici- “Looking around the room, I feel as though my 
pation of the honored guest’s arrival. As she opened life is passing in front of my eyes,” she added. “In 

your faces I see family, friends, 
childhood companions, fellow com- 
munity members and co-workers. It 
gives me great pleasure to have so 
many of you here to share my birth- 
day.” 

Following a steady stream of 
hugs, congratulations and birthday 
wishes, the lights were dimmed for 
a video presentation of photographic 
memories. The audience watched as 
Liaison Aguilar grew from a small 
child on her mother’s lap into a 
mother with a family of her own, and 
eventually a grandmother. 

Many of the older photos evoked 
memories of camp life for the elders 
and the gradual transition that has 
taken place within the Tribal com- 
munities during the past half century. 

“We are one family and we 
care for each other,” said Chairman 

_. . .... . „ _ ... . .. . « „ „ _ . . _ Mitchell Cypress. “On occasions 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress (L) and Big Tribal Cypress Council Rep. David Cy- ... . ■ T . .. . . . . 
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Birthday Surprise Party Held for Liaison Aguilar 


who influenced our lives. Elaine and I go back a long 
way and share memories of our mothers, her brother 
and growing up in Big Cypress. Those were hard 
times, but good times.” 

Passing the microphone around the room, mutual 
experiences, fond memories and hilarious anecdotes 
were shared by Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. Da- 
vid Cypress, Immokalee Board of Directors Liaison 
Delores Jumper, Big Cypress Board of Directors Rep. 
Paul Bowers Sr., Ft. Pierce Liaison Sally R. Tommie, 
and a host of close friends, confidants and co-workers. 

Eventually taking center stage, Pete Aguilar, 
Liaison Aguilar’s husband, paid tribute to the many 
years he had shared with his wife and the mother of 
his children. 

“We have seen the sunshine and the rain; laughed 
together and weathered the storms,” he said. “She has 
made it all worthwhile.” 

The party centered on a turtle theme, an animal 
which Liaison Aguilar admitted to always having a 
fascination of. With turtles a focal point at the event, 
attendees also dined on the enormous cake in the 
shape of one of these animals. 

Saving her gifts for last, Liaison Aguilar held up 
their contents to share with the partygoers. Beautiful 
patchwork clothing, beaded jewelry, a ceramic turtle, 
purses, a custom photo album, wall hanging, a box 
with a hand crafted wooden cross and a hand-appli- 
qued and embroidered quilt were among the many 
tokens of appreciation. 


Elaine Aguilar holds up one of the gifts she received at her party. 


Elaine Aguilar and her son, Edward, hold up a hand-appliqued and embroidered Seminole quilt that she received as a 
birthday gift at her surprise party, held Aug. 14 at the Immokalee Casino. 


Caniah Billie (L) and Jack Aguilar (R) wish their grandmother, Elaine Aguilar, a happy birthday. 
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KNOW YOUR RIGHTS 

DO YOU? 

Call Me For A FREE Consultation 


RICHARD CASTILLO 

954 . 522.3500 


Since 1990 1 have protected rights like yours. 
My office defends dui's, drug offenses, 
suspended license, domestic violence, and 
all felonies and misdemeanors. 

24 HOURS A DAY 


The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not 
be based solely upon advertisement Castillo worked as a Public 
Defender in Broward County from 1990-1996 and has been in 
private practice for nine years. In 1995 he was voted the Trial 
Attorney of the year. He graduated from Capital University in 
1989 and was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1990, Federal Bar in 
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Families Enjoy Labor Day Weekend Roller Dance 



Staff Reporter 


BIG CYPRESS — Children and families from Big 
Cypress attended a roller dance on Sept. 4 in the gym to 
kick off the Labor Day weekend. 

There was a host of kids skating around for three 
hours, with activities such as the Limbo and a boys and 
girls race for them to partake in. 

“It’s a great thing for the 
kids to enjoy themselves in a 
family setting on a Friday night,” 
said Rhonda Roff, who came to 
the event with her husband, Joe 
Frank, and their two children, 

Valholly Frank, 6, and Justin 
Roff, 13. “The roller dance was 
good, clean fun for all the fami- 
lies that came out.” 

The final game of the eve- 
ning was musical plates, a ver- 
sion of musical chairs. During 
the game, the skaters were in- 
structed to move around until 
the music stopped and then find 
a plate to sit on. However, there 
were more participants than 
plates and whoever didn’t find a 
plate on the roller rink floor was 
eliminated from the game. 

Stan Frischman, Big Cy- 
press assistant Recreation Dept, 
director, was the event’s emcee 
and coordinator. 

“We believe in providing 
fun, safe family activities,” he 
said. “This wasn’t just for the 
kids; it was an opportunity for 
families to get together and inter- 
act with each other outside of the 
home. The kids actually got to 
see the fun side of their parents.” 


He and his staff were also responsible for convert- 
ing the gymnasium into a roller rink for the event. 

Roff gave a positive assessment of Frischman’s or- 
ganization of the roller dance function. 

“Stan [Frischman] makes it fun for the kids and he 
makes sure they have a good time,” Roff said. “He obvi- 
ously knows what he’s doing; he does it very well.” 


Tribal citizen Stephanie 
Cypress roller dance, he 


Naji Tobias 

Vargas, 9, skates her way through a Limbo game at the Big 
Id on Sept. 4 at the Herman L. Osceola Gymnasium. 


Swamp Safari Offers Discounted Admission 

Patrons Dressed in Costume Receive Discount Throughout October 


BIG CYPRESS — Billie Swamp Safari is offering 
a 50 percent discount off the regular ticket price of a 
Swamp Buggy Eco-Tour if you come dressed in a Hal- 
loween costume during the entire month of October. 

“Wear your favorite Halloween costume and bring 
your ‘ghoul’ friends,” said Ed Woods, director of Billie 
Swamp Safari. 

This promotional offer cannot be combined with 
any other offer and is good for the entire month of Oc- 
tober 2009. 

Hang around for a spell and experience the wonders 
of the Florida Everglades as you visit land that has been 
preserved for your enjoyment. 

The Seminoles treat the land with reverence and 
work hard to preserve the natural environment. As a re- 
sult, the wonders of the Florida Everglades continue to 
bring joy to visitors from around the world. 

A true Everglades experience, Swamp Buggy Eco- 
tours and Airboat Rides are offered daily. Visitors can 
travel high above Florida’s untamed Everglades on a 


swamp buggy or glide effortlessly along a trail on an 
airboat. 

Witness first-hand the ecosystem of a land on the 
edge of civilization and the solitary beauty of tropical 
hardwood hammocks, cypress domes and abundant flo- 
ra and fauna. Marvel at native and exotic wildlife from 
the rare Florida panther to alligators, deer, antelope, bi- 
son, snakes, hogs and many species of birds. 

A Snake & Alligator Show and the Swamp Critter 
Show are also scheduled daily. They combine entertain- 
ment and education and feature many animals and rep- 
tiles on an up-close and personal level. 

The Big Cypress Seminole Reservation is located 
midway between Fort Lauderdale and Naples off 1-75 
(Alligator Alley). Take 1-75 to exit 49, then drive north 
19 miles. 

For further information, please call (800) GO-SA- 
FARI or (863) 983-6101. Visit us online at www.bil- 
lieswampsafari.ttavel. 




Submitted by Jessica Osceola 

Jessica Osceola shares the experiences of criminals from the 1800s by imprisoning herself in Key West’s public stocks. 


Naples Community Members Visit Florida Keys 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

KEY WEST — Members of the Naples commu- 
nity met in Key West Aug. 14-16 for a weekend vaca- 
tion that combined relaxation with community spirit, 
bonding, fun-filled activities and a wonderful learning 
experience. 

More than 50 participants descended on the Westin 
Key West Resort to establish a home base for the mul- 
titude of opportunities to explore this island paradise. 

Placing emphasis on the fact that Key West is the 
southern most point in the U.S. and Cuba is only 90 
miles across the Florida Straits, the theme for the dinner 
extravaganza, held the evening of Aug. 14, was Havana 
Night. For hundreds of years, Cuba played an important 
role in the economy of the Florida mainland and created 
a market place for the first Seminole cattle industry. 

Each morning the group met for a private breakfast 
banquet and then made plans for the day’s activities. 
Dispersing in small family groups, they traveled around 
at their own pace and occasionally exchanged informa- 
tion about their experiences. 

Unfortunately, a tropical wave arrived overnight 
and created unfavorable conditions for scuba diving, 
snorkeling and a glass bottom boat ride. High seas and 
intermittent rain gusts would not permit these planned 
excursions; however, the group quickly adapted to the 
situation and turned their focus on the rich history of 
the area. 

A highlight for all ages was the sea aquarium with 
its vast array of aquatic life. Spectators were able to en- 
joy a trip to the bottom of the sea and get up close and 
personal with a wide variety of creatures without getting 
wet. The children were especially intrigued by the col- 
lection of shellfish and marine life, which was placed at 
their fingertips for an up close and personal experience. 

A great deal of time was spent taking in the atmo- 
sphere of the Key West Shipwreck Historeum® Museum 
with its unique maritime heritage. Re-enactors and arti- 
facts brought 500 years of history to life for an afternoon 
adventure. The livelihood of the early pioneers once de- 



Jessica Osceola 


A U.S. military officer stature stands guard over the coastline 
at Key West’s famed Mallory Square at sunset. 

pended on the salvage of ships that sank on the treacher- 
ous Florida Keys reef and deposited their cargo at the 
bottom of the sea. 

The U.S. acquisition of Florida from the Spanish 
had a tremendous impact on the Seminoles and was in- 
strumental in the three Seminole Wars and forced exo- 
dus to the western territories. Being pushed south by the 
intrusion of settlers and the U.S. military, the Seminoles 
found a ready market for their 
trade goods in Key West. 

Taking in the sights at 
Fort Zachary Taylor, which 
was built during the Third 
Seminole War and a promi- 
nent outpost during the Civil 
War, gave an insight into 
Seminole history. The U.S. 
Custom House, built in the 
1820s, served as an official 
port of entry for more than a 
century and now houses an 
art gallery and vast collection 
of historical data. 

No vacation to the Keys 
would be complete without 
an evening visit to the historic 
waterfront at Mallory Square. 
The family entertainment 
included street musicians, 
mimes, jugglers, pirates and 
a chance to rub elbows with 
Key West’s colorful locals 
and fellow tourists alike. 

The group shared an 
awe inspired moment as they 
watched a bronze covered 
soldier hold up the American 
flag at sunset in tribute to all 
who have served and are cur- 
rently serving in the various 
branches of the U.S. military. 



Jessica Osceola 

Dominic Osceola-Lugo examines a starfish at the sea aquarium. 
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Boys & Girls Club Board Attend Planning Retreat 




BY ROBERT C. NORTH SR. 
Contributing Writer 


KEY WEST — This year’s 
Boys & Girls Club Strategic 
Planning Retreat took place in 
Key West Sept. 3-4. 

The goal of this plan- 
ning session, which took place 
through underwriting from Hol- 
lywood Tribal Council Rep. Max 
B. Osceola Jr., was to construct 
a Boys & Girls Club multi-year 
plan. 

Boys & Girls Clubs Region- 
al Vice President Lorraine Orr 
posed the question to the Tribal 
Boys & Girls Club Board and 
Staff members. 

“Where will the Tribal youth 
and Boys & Girls Club be 25 
years from now?” she asked. 
“What would be your perfect 25 
year plan?” 

Many participants envi- 
sioned a world without crime, 
violence and Indian reservations 


Velma Osceola 

Tribal Boys & Girls Club Director Robert C. North Sr. meets with Boys & Girls Clubs 
Regional Vice President Lorraine Orr. 


to the planning process was to determine what the time 
free' fromTlcohofand' drag abuse. A short term goal of frame would be to execute a11 of the P lans and ideas 


meeting participants was for all Tribal departments and 
programs that serve Tribal youth to work and plan more 
closely together. 

“We are here to plan for a better world for our Trib- 
al Youth . . . now and in the future,” said Rep. Osceola. 


sketched out by conference participants. 

“This planning process was pretty intense and re- 
quired a lot of concentration,” said Seminole Boys & 
Girls Club Chief Professional Officer Jo Motlow North. 
“But our Tribal youth are the future of the Seminole 


“If we do not put all these ideas down on paper now, the Tribe so it was well worth all the time and effort, 
ideas may never become a reality ” The Boys & Girls Clubs of the Seminole Tribe of 

By the end of the two day session, long and short Florida Board of Directors membership includes North, 
term plans were developed and recorded. The final step Re P- Osceola, Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. David 

Cypress, Hollywood 


(L-R) Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. and Hollywood Board of Directors Rep. 
Marcellus Osceola Jr. provide their input during a meeting. 


Board of Directors Rep. 
Marcellus Osceola Jr., 
Tribal General Counsel 
Jim Shore, Okalee Vil- 
lage Manager Leoma 
Poore, Community Li- 
aison/Seminole Police 
Department Diane Bust- 
er, Chief Volunteer Of- 
ficer Roger Nisley and 
Hollywood Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino General 
Manager Larry Frank. 

These board mem- 
bers provide leadership 
and direction to the con- 
tinued development of 
the Boys & Girls Clubs 
of the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida and act as liai- 
sons between the Semi- 
nole Council and the 
Boys & Girls Clubs of 
America. 

For more informa- 
tion about the Boys & 
Girls Clubs of the Semi- 
nole Tribe of Florida, 
and how your youth can 
become involved, call 
(954) 964-5947 or check 
out the website www. 
seminolebgc.org. 
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President, Princess Recognized at Crow Fair 




BY CHRIS C. JEN KIN S 
Staff Reporter 


Chris C. Jenkins 

(L-R) Board of Directors President Richard Bowers Jr. wears a war bon- 
net presented by Crow Nation elder Haywood Bigday Sr., as well as other 
Crow Nation members, before the two men prepare for the ceremonial 
walk during the Crow Fair grand entry. 


CROW AGENCY, Mont. — Two of the 
Tribe’s most distinguished citizens took part in 
the rich heritage and pageantry of the 91st an- 
nual Crow Fair, held Aug 13-17. 

Joined by hundreds of participants and 
spectators from throughout the U.S. and as far 
away as China and Australia, Board of Direc- 
tors President Richard Bowers Jr. and Miss 
Florida Seminole Princess Brittany Smith 
were guests of honor at the event. 

Celebrating the legacy of the estimated 
12,000-member Crow Indian Tribe, partici- 
pants displayed full regalia throughout. Smith 
and President Bowers took part in the grand 
entry, pow-wow and parade. 

“It was exciting knowing I was the first to 
be a part of this type of a celebration,” Smith 
said. “I enjoyed the people and tee-pees.” 

The fair has also become known through- 
out the decades for its abundance of teepees 
set up on the camp fairgrounds and is referred 
to as the Teepee Capital of the World. 

Only a month after receiving the Miss 
Florida Seminole Princess title on July 18, this 
was 19-year-old Smith’s first public appearance as prin- 
cess. She was also the first Seminole princess to repre- 
sent the Tribe at the annual affair. 

“I wanted to show our princess a perfect example 
of a traditional culture and how [the Crow Tribe] enjoy 
a good time among themselves,” President Bowers said. 
“It is what we come from also.” 

President Bowers also received a war bonnet from 
Crow Sundance Chief Haywood Bigday Sr. The elder is 
also a storyteller, lecturer and the uncle of Anna Bow- 
ers, the wife of President Bowers. She is a member of 
the Shoshone Bannock Tribe, and a descendant of the 
Crow Nation. 

“It is such a big responsibility and honor,” President 
Bowers said of the recognition. “I thought about it all 
day and night before it all happened.” 


The headpiece was a welcoming gesture and hon- 
ored the President for his leadership in the Seminole 
Tribe. Tradition holds that the rare acknowledgement 
also places a special blessing over the recipient’s family 
and their Tribe. 

The trip was the second visit for Bowers into Crow 
Country. 

In a ceremony held in the village of the fair, a spe- 
cial song known as a ‘family song’ announced Bowers 
to all in attendance as part of the extended family of the 
Crow Nation. 

“Just to be a part of that type of encampment and be 
back in that environment, I really enjoyed,” said Anna 
Bowers. 

Crow Tribal elder Haywood Bigday Sr., 71, has 
been a performer and attendee in the fair since the age 
of 10. He has been a camper each year on site for the last 
40 years and said he enjoys meeting people 
and the cultural focus. 

“[Crow Fair] has been my life over the 
years and I enjoy it even though it only comes 
once a year,” Bigday explained. “This is our 
life and culture. The children of the next gen- 
eration get to see this and I hope parents are 
teaching them about it,” 

The legend of the Crow Fair dates back to 
1904. The festivities were created to allow the 
Crow Indian Tribe members to take part in an 
agricultural fair to display their livestock, pro- 
duce arts and crafts, and maintain their cultural 
heritage and customs. 

An All-Indian Championship Rodeo also 
highlighted the weekend. 

Crow Tribal member Alford Walks also 
has profound generational ties to the yearly 
gathering. Walks, wife, Roberta, and daughter, 
Nora, 5, have been a part of the event for many 
years maintaining its tradition. All three were a 
part of the activities. 

“I am proud to be a Crow Indian,” Walks 
acknowledged. “I really like to dance and meet 
all the different types of people. I also like 
seeing the similarities between us and other 
Tribes.” 


Chris C. Jenkins 

(L-R) Miss Florida Seminole 2009-2010 Brittany Smith with 2009 Ms. 
Crow Nation Lucretia Birdinground at the 91st annual fair. 



(L-R) Kaylin Henry, Linda Henry, Linda 0. Henry and Alana Henry at the Grand Canyon West’s Eagle Point site. 

Tampa Community Members Travel to Las Vegas 


BY RYAN WATSON 
Contributing Writer 

Each summer several Tampa community members 
participate in a weeklong trip to a destination outside 
Florida. This year’s community trip, which took place 
Aug. 8-15, brought Tampa’s Tribal citizens to Las Ve- 
gas, Nev. and several nearby cities and destinations. 

The week’s activities began early morning on Aug. 
10 with a trip to the Hoover Dam, just about an hour’s 
drive from Las Vegas. Even the 100-plus degree temper- 
ature didn’t prevent the group from enjoying a tour of 
the hydroelectric generating station named after Herbert 
Hoover, who played a vital role in its assembly. 

“It was a great experience to tour inside the Hoover 
Dam,” said April Simmons, Tampa community secre- 
tary. “ft was an experience that my kids will appreciate 


for the rest of their lives.” 

Tribal citizens enjoyed a lunch sponsored by 
Hoover Dam Tours before retreating back to their suites 
at the Mandalay Bay Hotel & Casino on the famous Ve- 
gas Strip. 

The next activity on the agenda took place on the 
afternoon of Aug. 1 1 at the Red Rock Mountain Cow- 
boy Sunset Barbecue. Community members were given 
the option of taking a bus tour of the mountain or an up 
close and personal view on the horseback riding trail. 

“ft was a very scenic and tranquil ride,” said Mayra 
Simmons, Tampa Director of Recreation. 

The evening concluded with a sunset barbecue and 
marshmallow roasting. 

“The barbeque dinner was a nice ending to the eve- 
ning,” Simmons added. 

On Aug. 12 the community departed at 6 a.m. for a 
tour of the Grand Canyon West, where they were 
greeted by members of the Hualapai Tribe. 

“ft was very interesting to meet with other 
natives from a different part of the country,” said 
Tampa’s Kaylin Henry. 

The Hualapai Tribe owns the touring rights 
to the Grand Canyon Skywalk, a 4,000-foot high 
glass platform that descends outwards into the 
canyon so visitors can walk out on it and see 
only the canyon below them. 

“We were put here because it was consid- 
ered a wasteland a long time ago and we were 
not supposed to survive,” said Hualapai Tribal 
citizen Dempsey Wellington. “We were sup- 
posed to become extinct. But we survived off it 
and we share stories about all the natives in the 
area.” 

The more brave members of the Tampa 
community had the opportunity to walk out on 
the Grand Canyon Skywalk. 

“I’m not usually afraid of heights but I was 
scared on the skywalk,” Henry said. 



Ryan Watson 

Ryanna Thomas prepares to ride the Red Back Mountain Horse Trail. 






SEEKING ORAL HISTORIES 
FOR MUSEUM COLLECTION AND 
VETERAN'S MEMORIAL BUILDING EXHIBIT 


The Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum is seeking to conduct oral history interviews with Seminole 
veterans and family members of veterans. The interviews will become a part of the existing 
oral history collection of the Tribal M useum. In the interview, you may choose what you 
would like to speak about. If you give permission, the interview might be considered for 
use in the exhibits to be created within the new Veteran's Memorial Building in Brighton. 
We hope that Seminole veterans will share stories for the benefit of current and future 
generations, as we look to honor your dedication and service. 


I 
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To participate contact: 

l . a 

Elizabeth Lowman 
0 ral H istory Coordinator 
Phone: 863-903-1113 ext. 12210 
elizabethlowman@ senhtribe.com 



SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA 

AH -TAH -T H R KI 


A PLAC E T£> -LEArRN, A PLACE TO REMEMBER. 
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Education 



Trail community youth have fun on one of the two water bounce houses at the annual Trail Back to School Bash, held Aug. 31 outside of the Trail Field Office. 


Community Attends Annual Back to School Bash 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

TAMIAMI TRAIL — 

Just in time for back to school, 
Trail community members 
attended the annual Back to 
School Bash, held Aug. 3 1 at 
the Trail Field Office. 

Open to grades K-12, the 
fun-filled event was held for 
the first time at the field of- 
fice facility. According to Trail 
Liaison William Osceola, the 
gathering is normally held at 
the nearby Miccosukee Resort. 

“We decided to have it 
here because we have more 
space and we plan to also have 
more events,” Liaison Osceola 
said. 

Upcoming plans at the 
complex include an end of the 
school year bash, wellness con- 
ference and fish fry. 

“The kids also loved being 
here and you can see it in their 
GPAs,” Liaison Osceola ob- 
served. “They are excited about 
the learning center and cannot 
wait to get here.” 

During the event, attend- 


ees enjoyed a carnival-themed 
atmosphere complete with two 
water bounce houses, a bungee 
ride and carnival foods. Those 
in attendance also received 
T-shirts, backpacks and some 
even went home with raffle 
prizes. 

“It is something they really 
liked,” Liaison Osceola contin- 
ued. “We built this [facility] 
just for them to have events 
like this.” 

Tribal citizen and mother 
of six, Chawndra Billie, said 
her children enjoyed the event, 
especially all the water activi- 
ties that cooled them down. 

“They really liked it and 
liked the swimming,” Billie 
said. “It was also nice because 
it was outside and it was a nice, 
calm setting.” 

Hollywood and Trail Edu- 
cation Advisor Will Bacon said 
the event was a success and 
hopes to have similar events 
held at the Trail Field Office. 

“It was wonderful in work- 
ing with William [Osceola’s] 
office and getting the word out 
about this event,” Bacon said. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

(L-R) Hollywood/Trail Education Advisor Will Bacon and Trail Liaison William Osceola call out the winning num- 
bers during the raffle drawing. 


Ft. Pierce Youth Gear Up for New School Year 



Rachel Buxton 

(L-R) Cousins Flarrisha Berthier and Anthony Pollack at 
the back to school event in Ft. Pierce on Aug. 13. 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

FT. PIERCE — The 
Ft. Pierce Tribal commu- 
nity said goodbye to sum- 
mer vacation and welcomed 
the approaching school year 
at their back to school bash 
held Aug. 13 at the Chupco 
Ranch. 

“Education is the key to 
a successful life,” Ft. Pierce 
Liaison Sally Tommie said. 

Tribal youth and their 
families enjoyed a dinner 
catered by All About Food 
of Pompano Beach, Fla. as 
they listened to music and 
received the reassurance 
that the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida’s Education Dept, is 
behind them 100 percent. 

“We just wanted to 
make sure that you know 
education is here for you,” 
Education Dept. Interven- 
tion Specialist Carine Eu- 
gene said. “Anything you 
need, please call us.” 

Residents received mag- 
nets that included contact in- 
formation for the Education 
Departments located on all 
the reservations. 

Eugene also spoke to 
the Tribal youth about tutor- 


ing services that are avail- 
able if needed. 

Higher Education Advi- 
sor Linda Iley congratulated 
the parents for all their hard 
work in helping the youth 
succeed educationally. 

Iley also recognized 
Ft. Pierce resident Remus 
Griffith, who recently re- 
ceived his associate’s de- 
gree from Reiser University 
and will be heading to Hobe 
Sound Bible College in the 
fall to pursue his bachelor’s 
degree in business. 

Quentin Tommie, a 
Class of 2009 high school 
graduate, was also recog- 
nized for recently being ac- 
cepted into Miami Interna- 
tional University. 

“The important thing 
is we have a goal,” Iley 
stressed. “There is life after 
high school. The Tribe needs 
you.” 

Students received back- 
packs filled with the neces- 
sary essentials for the new 
school year, including a dic- 
tionary, pencils, folders and 
paper. 

“Feel free to call us,” 
encouraged Eugene. “We 
are ready and willing to help 
you, the students, be suc- 
cessful this year.” 
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Rachel Buxton 

Tyione Scott receives his new backpack 
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New Education 


Programs 
Implemented 
in Naples 



Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Students Dominic Osceola-Lugo and Patsy Veliz re- 
ceive homework assistance from Meg Donelli at the Juani- 
ta Osceola Center computer lab in Naples. 

BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

NAPLES — For the first time, a variety of edu- 
cation programs are being implemented at the Juanita 
Osceola Center for the benefit of Naples community 
members. 

With the advent of the 2009-2010 school year, a 
teaching staff has been assembled to give homework 
assistance Monday through Thursday from 3-6 p.m. 
Tutoring arrangements can be made for Friday with 
instructors paying special attention to test prepara- 
tion and individual subject areas. 

Study groups are being organized by grade level 
and the teachers are able to separate their students 
into individual classrooms by utilizing the confer- 
ence, office and common areas to then advantage. 
Preschool and kindergarteners will be exposed to 
educational exercises and activities to enhance their 
skills in preparation for then future requirements. 

Craft workshops continue to be scheduled for 
Thursdays and include youth and adult participants, 
who make regular use of the facilities and often re- 
main on task until closing at 8 p.m. Current projects 
include the creation of clothing, jewelry and basket 
items to be sold at the American Indian Art Celebra- 
tion at the Big Cypress Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum in 
November. Proceeds of the sale will be used to pur- 
chase materials for future workshop projects. 

With the installation of equipment in the newly 
created computer lab, an exciting project is taking 
shape. Computer classes for Adult Tech Education 
are being organized and several applicants have al- 
ready signed up for the first sessions which will be 
held on Tuesdays. 


Students Receive 
Education 
Incentive Awards 

BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — The 2008-2009 Immokalee 
education incentives awards distribution took place 
at the Back to School Block Party on the afternoon of 
Aug. 20 in the courtyard of the Administration Build- 
ing. 

Immokalee Tribal Council Liaison Elaine Agui- 
lar congratulated the young scholars on the comple- 
tion of another milestone in their educational career. 

“Education is not a gift or entitlement,” Liaison 
Aguilar said. “It is something you must earn and will 
be one of your most valuable assets. You can achieve 
goals through education that would otherwise be out 
of your reach.” 

“You will have challenges in your life,” she con- 
cluded. “Education will help you deal with many of 
the issues that arise and no one will be able to take it 
away from you. The Seminole Tribe has come a long 
way in the past 50 years and we are depending upon 
you to take us into the future.” 

Immokalee Education Advisor Victoria Soto 
then introduced the Class of 2009 high school gradu- 
ates, Bonnie Davis, Demi Garza, Hortencia Yzaguirre 
and Edward Y zaguirre. 

“In recognition of their achievement, they are re- 
ceiving a commemorative clock and special incentive 
award,” Soto said. “This is an important milestone in 
then careers and we sincerely hope that it will repre- 
sent a beginning of a bright future in which they will 
strive to reach then potential.” 

Everyone involved in the Parent Advisor Com- 
mittee (PAC) for 2009 was acknowledged for their 
effort with a special thank you to President Rhonda 
Nunez, Vice President Deloris Alvarez and Secretary 
Sylvia Marrero. 

Soto also told those in attendance about some of 
her department’s vital members. 

“In preparation for the 2009-2010 school year 
our Education [Dept.] staff has increased and we are 
looking forward to working with our students and 
parents for a very successful year,” she said before 
introducing her assistant Bianca Serpas, Reception- 
ist Adelina Gallegos and Higher Education Recruiter 
Diana Rocha. 

Please see AWARDS on page 2B 
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INCENTIVE AWARDS 


Tribal Youth Get Groovy at Incentive Awards Ceremony 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Brighton’s best of the best 
were honored for their impressive academic 
achievements Aug. 20 at Brighton’s annual in- 
centive awards presentation, held in the gymna- 
sium. 

With the 1960s theme of “Peace, Love and 
Happiness,” the Education Dept, staff took the 
stage dressed in tie dyed T-shirts. Event emcee 
John Madrigal introduced Tribal dignitaries be- 
fore bringing them on stage. 

“This is your day to shine,” Brighton Tribal 
Council Rep. Andrew Bowers Jr. said, dressed in 
1960s attire with a tie dye peace sign shirt and 
bandana on his head. “We’re going to have a 
groovy time.” 

Brighton Board of Directors Rep. Johnnie 
Jones Sr. joked with the kids, asking them if they 
were ready for school to start. 

“Ready or not it’s coming,” laughed Rep. 
Jones. “I’d like to congratulate you all and keep 
up the good work.” 

Education Dept. Director Emma Johns also 
congratulated the students and thanked the par- 
ents for all their hard work in supporting their 
children. 

“What an outstanding year we’ve had,” de- 
clared Johns. “Students, without your parents you 
wouldn’t be here.” 

One-by-one the students were recognized for 
their hard work academically. They received cer- 
tificates, medals and trophies, all declaring that 
they completed a successful school year. 

All Tribal youth received a backpack with 
their name embroidered on it to help them start 
the new school year prepared. 

The day following the awards, the Tribal 
youth and entire Brighton community enjoyed a 
carnival complete with a Ferris wheel and flying 
swings. 



Rachel Buxton 



Rachel Buxton 


(L-R) Education Dept. Director Emma Johns presents Erik Garcia with his academic 
award for all A’s and B’s. 



(L-R) Aiyana Tommie and Chloe Chalfant enjoy the Fer- (L-R) Hunter Howard, Brighton/Tampa Tribal Council Rep. Andrew Bowers Jr. and 
ris wheel ride at the incentive awards carnival. Lance Howard go all out for the 1960s-themed awards ceremony. 


Brighton Incentive Award Recipients 

Higher Education Awards: Zena Simmons, Heather Peterson. 

2009 High School Graduates: Amber Craig, Emily Cortez, Tall Bird Pewo, Damen Bert, Allyson Billie. 

Perfect Attendance: Kamani Smith, Krysta Burton, Deliah Carrillo, Cheyenne Nunez, Jennifer Tom- 
mie, Destiny Nunez, Tavis Jumper, Lance Howard, Bakari Micco, Jayce Smith, Wyatt Youngman, Lewis 
Gopher, Jr. Emily Cortez, Kano Puente, Jaden Puente, Brydgett Koontz, Ashlee Gopher, Frank Huff, Hunter 
Strickland. 

Three or Less Days Absent: Hunter Howard, Ty Huff, Caroline Micco, Billy Yates, Layne Thomas, Crysten 
Smith, Tyler Osceola, Jaide Micco, Everett Youngblood, Heith Lawrence, Aliana Micco, Elizabeth Dehass, 
Robert O’Donnell, Rylee Smith, Ruben Burgess, Rayven Smith, Layton Thomas, Jessi Osceola, Quintton 
Tiger, Lauren O’Donnell, Ryan Osceola, Conner Thomas, Camryn Thomas, Erik Garcia, Daniel Nunez, Jr. 
Kirsten Doney, Joshua Tiger, Billy Bailey. 

Straight A’s All Year: Aniya Gore, Aiyana Tommie, Destiny Nunez, Kamani Smith, Jaden Puente, Stevie 
Brantley, Kano Puente, Cheyenne Nunez, Lauren O’Donnell. 

A’s & B’s All Year: Aliana Micco, Caroline Micco, Layne Thomas, Aleina Micco, Aidan Tommie, Santiago 
Billie, Daniel Nunez, Jr, Dax Haught, Nailen Billie, Julia Smith, Robert O’Donnell, Erik Garcia, Keely Billie, 
Dante Thomas, Mallorie Thomas, Donovan Osceola, Joshlynn Micco, Krysta Burton, Danyelle Boromel, 
Camryn Thomas, Garrett Thomas, Gage Riddle, Shyla Gopher, Jacee Jumper, Rumor Juarez, Dakota 
Micco, Malcolm Jones. 

Grade Level Recipients: 

Eleventh Grade: Jewel Buck, Hayden Roberts, Elizabeth Dehass, Ceejae Smith, Ryan Osceola; Tenth 
Grade: Ashton Baxley, Alicia Nunez, Ty Huff, Kristina Osceola, Farrah Lytle; Ninth Grade: Reese Bert Jr., 
Stevie Brantley; Eighth Grade: Jaryaca Baker, Matthew Dehass, Justin Osceola, Austin Sampson-Fisher, 
Cody Tiger, Kasandra Baker, Amelia Nunez, Lauren Osceola, Desiree Snow, Quinnton Tiger, Alexander 
Buck, Destiny Nunez, Janet Smith, Garrett Thomas; Seventh Grade: Kiylier Baker, Frank Huff, Jessi 
Osceola, Joshua Tiger, Everett Youngblood, Skyler Burke, Jaide Micco, Raina Robinson, Acealyn Young- 
blood, Kirsten Doney, Brianna Nunez, Randy Shore; Sixth Grade: Justice Baker, Lewis Gopher, Braceton 
King, Deandrea Osceola, Ty Pierce, Layton Thomas, Joshua Boromei, Tatiana Herrera, Airianna Nunez, 
Delaney Osceola, JT Smith, Jennifer Tommie, Larissa Cortez, Anthony Johns, Daniel Nunez Jr., Tyler 
Osceola, McKayla Snow; Fifth Grade: Jonathan Boromei, Ashlee Gopher, Harley Johns, Rumor Juarez, 
Cheyenne Nunez, Imillakiyo Osceola, Trista Osceola, Rayven Smith, Yopalakiyo Osceola, Michael Garcia, 
Chastity Harmon, Jobe Johns, Brydgett Koontz, CW Ortiz, Desmond Shore, Richard Smith, Allison Gopher, 
Elizabeth Johns, Kalgary Johns, Spawn Loudermilk, Donovan Osceola, Royce Osceola, Jayce Smith, 
Wyatt Youngman, Tyra Baker; Fourth Grade: Jermaine Bennett, Ruben Burgess, Erik Garcia, Joshua 
Madrigal, Sean Osceola, Jaden Puente, Kelton Smedley, Bethany Billie, Deliah Carrillo, Dax Haught, Apo- 
lonia Nunez, Alexus Osceola- James, Lanie Sedatol- Baker, Crysten Smith, Drayton Billie, Robert Fudge, 
Odessa King, Samuel Osceola, Diamond Shore, Jerry Smith; Third Grade: Ivess Baker, Brian Bishop, Bly 
Davidson, Martina Herrera, Morgan King, Logan Ortiz, Cyrus Smedley, Camryn Thomas, Krystal Toneges, 
Edgerrin Billie, Jonathan Buck, Marquis Fudge, Jaylynn Jones, Bakari Micco, Isaac Osceola, Rylee 
Smith, Layne Thomas, Elijah Billie, Chloe Chalfant, Reed Gopher, Rodolfo Juarez IV, Mason Micco, Joseph 
Osceola, Hunter Strickland, Aiyana Tommie; Second Grade: Ridge Bailey, Jarrett Bert, Danyelle Boromei, 
Lance Howard, Caroline Micco, Lucas Osceola, Mariah Smith, Luzana Venzor, Alyke Baker, Keely Billie, 
Krysta Burton, Drake Lawrence, Joshlynn Micco, Kano Puente, Conner Thomas, Billy Yates, Blake Baker, 
Nailen Billie, Alicia Fudge, Aleina Micco, Robert O’Donnell, Gage Riddle, Aidan Tommie, Oscar Yates; First 
Grade: Jahbahn Arnold, Waylynn Bennett, Redheart Billie, Nyah Davidson, Alexis Gore, Malcolm Jones, 
Dakota Micco, Lauren O’Donnell, Jason Sampson, Julia Smith, Mallorie Thomas, Jaylen Baker, Bevyn 
Billie, Santiago Billie, Edward Gaucin, Aniya Gore, Jacee Jumper, Sage Motlow, Madisyn Osceola, Tanner 
Shore, Kamani Smith, Aleah Turtle, Laila Bennett, Myron Billie, Dalence Carrillo, Shyla Gopher, Hunter 
Howard, Aliana Micco, Janessa Nunez, Ozzy Osceola, Caillou Smith, Dante Thomas, Araya Youngblood; 

Kindergarten: Billy Bailey, Alek Betscher, Mariah Billie, Tayla Burns, Kyle Entry, Josiah Garcia, Justin 
Gopher Jr., Haylie Huff, Malakai Micco, Kaiden Sampson, Jayton Baker, Aubee Billie, Isaiah Bishop, Davin 
Carrillo, Shaela French, Kiowa Garcia, Alonie Gore, Kobe Jimmie, Norman Osceola, Morgan Yates, Ra- 
mone Baker, Kanyon Billie, Daven Buck, Brandon Entry, Dathen Garcia, Jagger Gaucin, Caylie Huff, Heith 
Lawrence, Ryanna Osceola, Tiger Youngman. 



Judy Weeks 

Alexis Aguilar (R) reads the education award she just received from Immokalee Education Advisor Victoria Sota (L). 


enhance homework, tutoring, library accessibility, adult 
education and higher education opportunities. 

Each oTthe students from kindergarten through high 
school received a book bag Tor the upcoming school 
year. Incentive awards and certificates with recognition 
for grade point averages (GPA) were distributed at the 
informal event. 

In lieu oT an incentive awards banquet, the students 
and their families participated in a weekend adventure 
to Busch Gardens in Tampa from Aug. 14-16. 


Immokalee Incentive Awards Recipients 

Kindergarten: Willie Smith, Mercedes Davis, Cameron Garza, Kobe Billie, Randean Osceola, Spencer Aguilar and Kaden 
Grimaldo. 

First Grade: Brandon Frank - 3.63 GPA, Ezekiel Roberts - 3.24 GPA, K.J. Davis - 3.05 GPA and A&C, Priscilla Alvarado - 
3.22 GPA and A&C, Raymond James Mora - Effort, Eli Alvarado - 3.17 GPA, Kenau Correa - 3.0 GPA, Shyanna Escobar 
-3.06 GPA and A&C. 

Second Grade: Carlos Romero - 3.09 GPA, Jack Aguilar - 3.82 GPA, Janessa Jones - 3.64 GPA, Jillian Rodriguez - 3.5 
GPA, Joshua Colon - 3.36 GPA and A&C, Lindsey Posada - 3.58 GPA and Three or Less Days Absent, Brendan Otero - 
3.77 GPA and A&C, Amber Alvarado - Effort, Cartaya Billie - 3.79 GPA, Destinee Jimmie - Effort, Gherri Osceola - 3.6 GPA 
and Three or Less Days Absent, Edward Aguilar Jr. - 3.49 GPA, Issiah Alvarado - 3.59 GPA and A&C, Nicholas Correa - 
3.36 GPA. 

Third Grade: Allyson Yzaguirre - 3.46 GPA and Three or Less Days Absent, Haylie Holloway - 3.05 GPA, Brandan Otero - 
3.77 GPA and A&C, Amber Alvarado - Effort, Cartaya Billie - 3.79 GPA, Randee Osceola - 3.6 GPA and Three or Less Days 
Absent, Jon Jimmie - Effort, Zephaniah Roberts - Effort. 

Fourth Grade: Alycia Mora - Improved GPA and A&C, Dennis Gonzalez Jr. - 3.24 GPA, Improved GPA and Perfect Atten- 
dance, Ethan Aguilar - 3.54 GPA and A&C, Kyle Alvarado - 3.46 GPA. 

Fifth Grade: Alphonso Alvarado Jr. - 3.38 GPA, Cleofas Yzaguirre - 3.42 GPA, Eliza Mora - A&C, Joelli Frank - 3.97 GPA 
and A&C, Kenny Davis Jr. - Perfect Attendance and A&C, Lauren Posada - 3.52 GPA and Improved GPA, Nehemiah 
Roberts - 3.47, Damion Escobar - 3.32 GPA, Three or Less Days Absent and A&C, Keniya Yzaguirre - 3.6 GPA, Chelsey 
Alvarado - 3.71 GPA. 

Sixth Grade: Ellyse Frank - 3.6 GPA, Esyra Frank - 3.48 GPA, Jade Tapia - 3.1 GPA and A&C, Vanessa Billie - Effort, Aaron 
Alvarado - Effort, Ashley Faz - 3.52 GPA and A&C, Larissa DeLaRosa - 4.0 GPA, Perfect Attendance and A&C. 
Seventh Grade: Christopher Briscall - Three Days or Less Absent, David Billie III - A&C, Juliza Martinez - Effort, Mshqa- 
zeed Jewell-Davis - Three or Less Days Absent. 

Eighth Grade: Alexis Aguilar - 4.0 GPA, Damian Garza - Effort, Robert Yzaguirre - Effort. 

Ninth Grade: Chad Motlow - 3.13 GPA, Charlie Osceola - Advance Class, Honor Class and Perfect Attendance, Jordan 
Rodriguez - Three or Less Days Absent, Starz Sanchez - 3.25 GPA, Advance Class and Honor Class, Taylor Boone - Effort. 
Tenth Grade: Chelea Storm - Effort, Nikki Davis - Improved GPA, Whitney Osceola - Improved GPA. 

Eleventh Grade: Cassandra Jimmie - Advance Class and A&C, Esmeralda Billie - Effort, Spencer Jock - Effort. 
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Passing out the August 2009 “Education News 
Handbook,” Soto encouraged everyone to study its con- 
tents and Tamiliarize themselves with the valuable infor- 
mation that can assist in a successful new school year. 
Information was provided Tor enrollment in programs to 
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(L-R) Tribal citizens Sydnee Cypress and Natomah Robbins ride the Ferris wheel on the night of the Aug. 21 at the incentive awards carnival, held 
Aug. 21 in the parking lot of Billie Swamp Safari. 

Big Cypress Holds Incentive Awards Carnival 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Students of all ages 
from the Big Cypress community received 
educational incentive awards at a ceremony 
held Aug. 21 at Billie Swamp Safari. 

This year, event organizers wanted to 
do something that strayed from the tradi- 
tional awards dinner banquet so they opted 
for a camival-themed ceremony. 

“For the last few years, it was a chance 
for the community to see the kids that were 
honored for their achievements,” said An- 
gie Hurt, advisory assistant for the Big 
Cypress Education Department. “But this 
year, we just wanted to go with a different 
style. It worked out well.” 

As the mastermind behind the carni- 
val idea, Patrick McElroy, the Big Cypress 
Education Department’s advisor, worked 
very hard to ensure everyone in attendance 
enjoyed themselves. 

It’s safe to say that it happened, as evi- 
denced by the many smiles seen on faces 
of children, adults and event workers alike. 

A vast array of rides was available for 
carnival attendees, including a Ferris wheel, 
a triple-lane giant slide and many more. 

Tribal citizen Monique Jimmie, 15, de- 
scribed her experience at the carnival. 

“I enjoyed myself on the Ferris wheel,” 
Jimmie said. “It was great to look at the 
view of the whole carnival. I had a great 
time doing that.” 

The rides weren’t the only thing every- 
one was excited about, however. Each child 
from the Big Cypress community received 


incentive awards as an honor for complet- 
ing the past school year, which included a 
variety of monetary prizes. 

Demita Ivey, the Big Cypress Educa- 
tion Department’s office coordinator, was 
the go-to person for event details both prior 
to and during the Incentive Awards Carni- 
val. 

But it wasn’t Ivey and McElroy that 
spent time planning this function alone. 


Angie Hurt, Big Cypress Education De- 
partment’s assistant advisor, was a big help 
as well, among several other Big Cypress 
Reservation employees. 

“We all worked together as a team,” 
Hurt said. “When everyone is on the same 
page, there are a lot of incentives that comes 
with it. The kids got to see that and as a re- 
sult, they had a great time at the carnival.” 



Big Cypress Incentive Awards Recipients 

Straight A’s (4.0 GPA): Shana Balentine, Elise Brown, Osianna Crespo, Marley Herrera, Alyssa 
Osceola, Evanne Pratt 

3.76-3.99 GPA: Charles Alexander III, Cassandra Alexander, RickyJoe Alumbaugh, Terri Baker, 
Richard Billie Jr., Akira Billie, Carlee Billie, Hunter Billie, Jalycia Billie, Leauna Billie, Sabre Billie, 
Ahnie Jumper-Cypress, Romeo Garcia, Leilani Gopher, Chloe Hendrickson, Kevin Ivey, Kylen 
Jumper, Tash-sho-tah-che Jumper, Katessa Kirkland, Sierra Kirkland, Alyssa Noah, Emmitt 
Osceola, Kaitlin Osceola, Ryanne Pratt, Destiny Robbins, Thoya Robbins, Rickardo Rodriguez, 
Justin Roff, Alena Stockton, Abigail Tigertail, Chynna Villareal, Alonzo Wargolet, Gianna Wargolet, 
Karlito Wargolet, Annabelle Whiteshield, Julian Yescas 
3.00-3.75 GPA: Bionca Acosta, Christian Alexander, Christopher Alexander, Rubi-Anne Alexander, 
Malari Baker, Ethan Balentine, Tana Bear-Osceola, Katherine Bert, Roderick Bert, Asiana Billie, Cy- 
press Billie, Elisah Billie, Eliza Billie, Eyanna Billie, Graysun Billie, Jon Billie, Rayel Billie, Thomlynn 
Billie, Levi Billie, Abiaka Bowers, Breanna Bowers, Sierra Bowers, Jathaniel Brooks, Gloria Brooks, 
Deforest Carter, Jose Cisneros Jr., Jacob Cotton, Adrienne Cypress, Caitlin Cypress, Dariah 
Cypress, Dasani Cypress, Dawna Cypress, Destiny Cypress, Kegan Cypress, Michaela Cypress, 
Mya Cypress, Nia Cypress, Guenton Cypress, Raini Cypress, Ryan Cypress, Sydnee Cypress, Tai 
Cypress, Ashley Escobar, Bianca Fernandez, Marco Flores, Steven Frank, Bluesky Friday, Darius 
Friday, Tianna Garcia, Leslie Gopher Jr., Stephanie Hall, Colby Herrera, Brittany Huff, Katrina Hug- 
gins, Bradin Jim, Precious Jimmie, Christopher Joe Jr., Anthony Joe, Callie Joe, Jason Jumper, 
K’ahna Jumper, Captain Jumper, Kelcie Jumper, Dalton Koenes, Dayra Koenes, Canadelario 
Landin III, Andre Landing, Reginald Ling, Haden Littlebear, Jessica Lopez, Mika Lopez, Katheryn 
MacElroy, Trevon Marks, Natalia Martinez, Clayton Milicevic, Anthony Oliver, Emely Ortiz, Bradley 
Osceola, Chaska Osceola, Ragan Osceola, Sarah Osceola, Symphony Osceola, John Robbins Jr., 
Breanna Robbins, Mazzy Robbins, Rheannon Robbins, Ignacia Rodriguez, Juan Salazar, Derrick 
Tiger, Savannah Tiger, Tequesta Tiger, Catlin Tommie, Reagan Whitecloud, Trinity Williams, Echo 
Wolf, Silver Wolf, Troy Yecas, Chasyn Yescas 

Perfect Attendance: Eyanna Billie, Graysun Billie, Ryan Cypress, Tash-sho-tah-che Jumper, 
Chasyn Yescas 

Three days or less: Richard Billie Jr., Akira Billie, Carlee Billie, Elisah Billie, Justina Billie, Deforest 
Carter, Caitlin Cypress, Tyler Cypress, Bluesky Friday, Colby Herrera, Bradin Jim, Christopher Joe 
Jr., William Jumper III, Katesa Kirkland, Sierra Kirkland, Alyssa Osceola, Kaitlin Osceola, Sym- 
phony Osceola, Skyal Tommie 

Improved GPA: Graysun Billie, Sierra Bowers, Destiny Cypress, Tai Cypress, Darius Friday, Colby 
Herrera, Darren Jim, Callie Joe, Alyssa Noah, Emely Ortiz, Juan Salazar, Derrick Tiger, Chasyn 
Yescas 

High School Diploma: Cody Billie, Aaron Cypress, Dawna Cypress, Bianca Fernandez, Stephanie 
Hall, Steven Hannahs, Brittany Huff, Alyssa Noah, Jerrilyn Tsosie, Christina Wilson 
Honors Classes: Rayel Billie, Ahnie Cypress-Jumper, Jason Melton II 
Advanced Classes: Asiana Billie, Rayel Billie, Elise Brown, Dawna Cypress, Colby Herrera, Kevin 
Ivey, Annie Joe, Callie Joe, Alyssa Osceola, Amaya Solano, Annabelle Whiteshield 
Awards and Certificates - Shana Balentine, Thomlynn Billie, Sierra Bowers, Elise Brown, Troy 
Cantu, Chloe Hendrickson, Kamari Ivey, Kevin Ivey, Annie Joe, Callie Joe, Alyssa Osceola, Amaya 
Solano, Annabelle Whiteshield 

Pre-K Award: Cameron Alexander, Nicholus Andrews, Athena Bert, Caleb Billie, Keaton Billie, Son- 
tino Billie, Evol Buck, Elijah Cook, Evan Cypress, Harmony Cypress, Tauni Cypress, Lauren Doctor, 
Barbara Jimmie, Angelie Melton, Cale Osceola, Charlie Osceola, Dacia Osceola, Daleen Osceola, 
Gabriel Porter, Aleah Rodriguez, Timothy Tigertail, Anthony Wells 
Kindergarten Award: Mahala Billie-Osceola, Hermoine Calderon, Katrina Columbo, Valholly Frank, 
Kamari Ivey, Ramona Jimmie, Canaan Jumper, Hehchoo-ye Jumper, Alani Marks, Adrian Men- 
doza, Leo Osceola Onco, Brandi Osceola, Camden Rhymes, Amaya Solano, Skyal Tommie, Kaylie 
Yescas 

Effort Award: Malachi Baker, Anthony Balentine, Lariah Balentine, Keifer Bert, Marvin Billie Jr., 
Ronnie Billie Jr., Akol Billie, Alfred Billie, Arnold Billie, Chief Billie, Corbin Billie, Dannee Billie, Eagle 
Billie, Jazmine Billie, Natasha Billie, Redheart Billie, Shawna Billie, Stevie Billie, Tiffany Billie, Tyrus 
Billie, Matthew Bluebird, Aiden Bowers, Alanis Bowers, Alyssa Bowers, Jean Capricien, Chancy 
Curry, Billy Cypress III, Stanley Cypress IV, Aileen Cypress, Alec Cypress, Alexander Cypress, 
Anthony Cypress, Charles Cypress, Darwin Cypress, Dillion Cypress, Ian Cypress, Jalen Cypress, 
Kira Cypress, Michael Cypress, Myron Cypress, O’shaa’ne Cypress, Terinna Cypress, Kanavis 
Cypress-Williams, Renee Engel, Herschel Frank, Charli Frye, Jorge Gooden-Harden, Daylyn Hall, 
Ko’Oshee Henry, Nauthkee Henry, Terance Hill, Nathaniel Jim, Rashaun Jim, Susie Jim, Michelle 
Jimmie, Monique Jimmie, Hudson Jumper, Katinna Jumper, Kaylee Jumper, John Lamb, Robin 
Landin, Dare’rick Mclnturff, Jared Mclnturff, Trent-Daryl Mclnturff, Rodni Mercer, Rayce Noah, Tia 
Osborne, Mario Osceola, Rebecca Osceola, Rowdey, Thalia Pacheco, Taylor Pratt, Cooper Rivers, 
Jonathan Robbins, Leandra Rodriguez, Carlos Romero, Eric Sanders Jr., Klayton Sanders, Kory 
Sanders, Hannah Smith, Martha Tiger, Kellie Tigertail, Tylor Tigertail, Demetria Tigertail, Derick 
Toho, Danni Jae Tommie, Nena Waggerby, Uriah Waggerby, Nigel Wells, Erik Wilson 
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Concerts | Theatre | Sports 

Local, National, and Worldwide Events 

+ 

Need travel arrangements? Call us! 
We take care of all your travel needs 

including: 

Hotels, Airlines, and Cruises 
FrontRowUSA is up front 
and honest, putting you up front! 


ALL CONCERTS, SPORTS AND THEATRE TICKETS AVAILABLE 
NATIONWIDE AND WORLDWIDE ORDER YOUR TICKETS ONLINE AT 
WWW.FRONTROWUSA.COM OR BY PHONE 

(954) 455-1929 OR (800) 446 8499 

WE DELIVER TO YOU - ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


Top Concerts 


ROB THOMAS 
SUGARLAND 
MARCO ANTONIO 
O.A.R. SOLIS 

BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN & THEE STREET BAND 
DEPECHEMODE 
JAMIE FOXX 
BRITNEY SPEARS 
LIL WAYNE 
PET SHOP BOYS 
MAZE/FRANKIE BEVERLY 
CREED 

GILBERTO SANTA ROSA 
JOURNEY 
WISINYYANDEL 

Top Sports 

HARLEM GLOBETROTTERS 
MIAMI HEAT 
FLORIDA MARLINS 
ORLANDO MAGIC 
MIAMI DOLPHINS 


Top Theatre 


SESAME STREET LIVE! 
ELMO’S GREEN THUMB 
DISNEY ON ICE: PRINCESS CLASSICS 
ALBERTO CORTEZ 
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INCENTIVE AWARDS 

Students Receive Awards at Ceremony 


BY ELIZABETH LEIBA 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Students from the Hollywood 
community received awards in recognition for their 
scholastic achievements at the incentive awards held 
Aug. 15 in the Hollywood Gym. 

Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. 

Max B. Osceola Jr. congratulated the 
children for their hard work and perse- 
verance. 

“We’re here to recognize and re- 
ward success,” Rep. Osceola said. “The 
late Billy Cypress was our first Semi- 
nole to get a college degree. I remem- 
ber he said ‘education pays,’ And today 
it pays but in the future it’s going to pay 
more.” 

Education Dept. Program Manager 
Tony Bullington thanked and congratu- 
lated the parents and grandparents for 
supporting their children’s educational 
goals. 

“In a very real sense these awards 
probably should be handed to you,” 

Bullington said. “If it weren’t for you 
pushing and plodding and getting them 
up in the morning and making sure they 
have everything they need, we prob- 
ably wouldn’t be here.” 

Higher Education Advisor Linda 
Iley presented the 2008-2009 higher 


education award recipients. Next the awards were giv- 
en for excellence in kindergarten through high school. 

Rep. Osceola’s closing remarks reminded the stu- 
dents of the importance of education. 

“The future is now; the future is tomorrow,” Rep. 
Osceola said. “I can’t tell the future but I know I’m 
with the future of the Seminole Tribe.” 



Photo Courtesy of Seminole Broadcasting 


(L-R) Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. presents an incentive 
award to kindergartner Arissa Cypress at the Aug. 15 ceremony. 


Hollywood Incentive Award Recipients 

Kindergarten: Grace Martinez, Helesi Two Shoes, Janae 
Bankston, Leon Edouard, Aurora Cypress, Lyle Osceola, 
Rafael Ramirez, Sisto Vennabela, Eden Billie, Arissa Cy- 
press, Valek Martinez , Michael Harvey, Justina Martinez, 
Jaela Stewart, Jay Bowers, Jarred Cypress, Faith Johns. 

First Grade: Chasyn Yescas, Kylen Jumper, Anthony 
Gentry, Silas Madrigal, Irissa Young, Joey Puente, Cedric 
Martin, Destiny Diaz, Brendan Latchford, Gordon Jumper, 
Krishawn Henry, Tyree Jimmie, Kaden Young, Jason 
Cypress Jr., Chandler DeMayo, Kaiya Drake, Marcie 
Osceola, Rubie Osceola, Jailyn Mowatt, Italia Sisto, Teijo 
Smith. 

Second Grade: Joseph Diaz, Phoenix Sun Jumper, Caitlyn 
Billie, Robert Stivers Jr., Mary Stivers, Jerome Stivers, 
Zoey Puente, Adrianne Bell, Boryalys Cypress, Kian 
Madrid, Grant Osceola, Matthew Osceola Jr., Sheldon 
Osceola, Brooke Johns, Katrica Huggins, Maleah Smith. 
Third Grade: Kasera Cypress, Bradley Latchford, Cha- 
hechom Osceola, Cady Osceola, Tyler Bilodeau, Samuel 
Sanchez, Karrigan Young, Franklin Jumper, Kyler Bell, 
Pernell Bert, Amya Baxley, Cecil Johns, Druitt Osceola, 
John Osceola, Claireese Avila, Elizabeth Frank, Donavin 
Spiva, Luke Baxley Jr. 

Fourth Grade: India Harjo, Savannah Redbone-Osceola, 
Janay Cypress, Arianna Primeaux, Marice Billie, Tai 
Cypress, Di-toy-yo Billie, Brady Latchford, Raylon Eagle, 
Cameron Osceola, Audriahna Sirota, Jesse Sanchez, 
Richard Primeaux, Mariah Bowers, Raylene Stewart, 
Chloe Smith, Kenzie Motlow, Kyreil Josh, Rylee Osceola, 


Mila Osceola, Brent Frank, Skyla Osceola, Ashley Osceola. 

Fifth Grade: Fairuza Billie, Knananochet Osceola, 
Alexander Escobar, Tameron Wilcox, Rebecca Vasquez, 
Colton Vasquez, Jackie Wille, Natomah Robbins, Cameron 
Jumper, Marsha Osceola, Elizabeth Oscoela, Kiana Bell, 
Ethan Cypress, Kanavis Cypress, Gerret Osceola, Devan 
Bowers, Shania Johns, Eden Jumper, Damian Frank, 
Carson Knaby, Tyson Osceola. 

Sixth Grade: Julia Billie, Jennie Eagle, Dorian Jumper, 
Tristen Wilcox, Nicholas Jumper, Briana Bilodeau, Jona- 
than Idle, Brooke Osceola, Cameron Osceola, Silver Wolf, 
Tous Young Jr., Brianna Blais-Billie, Elden Osceola, Deila 
Harjo. 

Seventh Grade: Cheyenne Kippenberger, Jack Osceola, 
Adahma Sirota, DaKoda Josh, Gabrielle Billie, Echo Wolf, 
Anissa Osceola, Paul Billie, Joslyn Cypress, Derrick Tiger, 
Aaron Osceola, Trevor Osceola. 

Eighth Grade: Brandtley Osceola, Darian Cypress-Osceo- 
la, Vcenv Bowers, Zechariah Lacey, Clarissa Jumper, 
Maleah Issac, Joseph John, Dominique Motlow. 

Ninth Grade: Amelia Sanchez, Tucomah Robbins, Tyler 
Hajochee, Cindi Adair, Huston Osceola, Braudie Blais- 
Billie. 

Tenth Grade: Whitney Oscoela, Kristen Billie. 
Eleventh Grade: Shelli Osceola, Jordan Osceola, Heather 
Kippenberger, Talena Castillo. 

Twelfth Grade: Krystle Young, Victor Osceola, Shelby 
Dehass, Jerilynn Tsosie, Elliot Frank, Spencer Battiest, 
Sheyanna Osceola, Meaghan Osceola, Audrey Osceola, 
Aralena Jordan, Rhiannon Tiger. 

Higher Education: Christine McCall, Phelicia Hughes, 
Kurya Kippenberger, Agnes Billie Motlow. 


Seminole Tribe of Florida 
Native Learning Center (NLC) 

www. nativelearningcenter. com 

Now Hiring! 



• Deputy Executive Director 

Develop and execute strategic and tactical event operations plans, establish and manage event operations and 
budgets. Oversee the planning and implementation of marketing, operations, government relations, 
membership, public relations, finance, media relations, information technology and event management for the 
NLC. 

• Marketing Director 

Oversee all marketing, advertising and promotional staff and activities. The individual will establish 
marketing strategies to meet the organizational objectives of the NLC. 

• Technical Assistance Director 

Responsible for putting together a network of teacher and trainers who will assist to implement and develop 
class curriculum, materials, presentations and schedules for class presentation. 

• Multi-Media Director 

Responsible for directing employees engaged in multi-media productions for NLC. Considerable knowledge of 
all multi-media techniques, and audio/visual equipment required. 

• Administrative Services Director 

Responsible for directing the administrative operations of the Department, coordinating all purchasing, 
personnel, accounting, and record keeping activities. 

• Building & Grounds Director 

Responsible for the overall management of the NLC Building, facilities space planning, project management 
for Center’s events, management of service contracts, security, emergency services, access and key control. 

Other opportunities within the Native Learning Center include: Grants Division Manager, Tradeshow/ 
Conventions Coordinator, Educational Special Events Coordinator, Marketing Coordinator, Advertising, 
Curriculum Development, Faculty Coordinator, Technical Assistance Specialists, Media Productions, 
Programmer, Telecommunications Technician, Procurement Coordinator, Sr. Grants Administrator, Grants 
Administrators, and Grant Writers. 

Native Americans are strongly encouraged to apply! 

Send resumes to kabienaime@semtribe.com or fax: 954-967-3477. 

Visit www.SeminoleTribe.com for a complete fisting of all opportunities within the Seminole Tribe of Florida 



Rachel Buxton 

Kindergarten teacher Ms. Duncan (R) welcomes Alice Osceola to Pemayetv Emahakv and her classroom. 


Charter School Teachers, Students, 
Parents Meet at Open House 

BY RACHEL BUXTON Dept, passed out hand sanitizer to help get the word out 

Staff Reporter about preventing the spread of the disease. 

“We’re very excited about the upcoming year,” 

BRIGHTON — Teachers were grinning ear to ear Principal Brown said. “We’ve missed the children so 
as they got to meet their new students for the 2009-2010 we’re ready to get them back.” 
school year at Pemayetv Emahakv’s Open House, held 
Aug. 20 at the school. 

“We are ready for our third 
year,” Guidance Counselor Jeanine 
Gran said. “It is going to be excit- 
ing.” 

Students checked in at the tables 
set up in the breezeway to find out 
who their teacher would be before 
heading to the newly-built cafeteria 
for freshly baked refreshments. 

Students then made their way 
to their classrooms, where they met 
their teachers and received any last 
minute preparation instructions. 

“It’s a lot to think about . . . try- 
ing to get everybody organized and 
make sure they have the right sup- 
plies,” said mother of four Laveme 
Thomas. 

Pemayetv Emahakv has much to 
offer this new school year including 
the addition of sixth grade. 

There are 205 students enrolled 
in the school, with 23 sixth graders. 

“In addition to sixth grade we 
are going to try something new with 
our fourth and fifth graders,” Prin- 
cipal Russell Brown said. “We are 
departmentalizing our teachers, and 
each teacher is going to focus on a 
specific subject matter.” 

Pemayetv Emahakv has many 
scheduled events for the school year 
including several history-related 
field trips where the students will 
visit various historic campsites on 
the Brighton Reservation. 

The Seminole Tribe Health 
Dept, was on hand at the Open House 
event to help educate and prepare 
students in regards to the H1N1 flu, 
also known as Swine Flu. The Health 



PEMAYETV EMAHAKV STUDENT HONORS 



Bi-Weekly Awards Distributed for Aug. 24-Sept. 4 


Kindergarten 

Mrs. Duncan - Diego Meras 
Mrs. Pearce - Kalyn Ha mm il 
Mrs. Webber - Hannah Moss 


First Grade 

Mrs. Davis - Jaylen Baker 
Mrs. Johns - Kanyon Billie 
Mrs. Ringstaff - Davin Car- 
rillo 


Second Grade 

Mrs. Ball - Malcolm Jones 
Mrs. Clements - Blake Baker 
Mrs. Moss - Shyla Gopher 

Third Grade 

Mrs. Pryor - Keely Billie 
Mrs. Williams - Aleina Micco 


Fifth Grade 

Mrs. Dobbs - Trevor Thomas 
Mrs. Finney - Crysten Smith 

Sixth Grade 

Mrs. Hudson - Michael Gar- 
cia 

Mrs. Wells - Taylor Ho lata 


Fourth Grade ESE 

Mrs. Paige - Chloe Chalfant Mrs. Bond - Logan Ortiz 
Mrs. Tedders - Rudy Juarez 
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Students Attend Back to School 
Block Party in Immokalee 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — The courtyard in front of the 
Administration Building in Immokalee turned into a 
beehive of activity on the afternoon of Aug. 20 as pre- 
school through high school students gathered for the 
Back to School Block Party. 



Judy Weeks 

Ozzie Garza shows off his back to school T-shirt at the block 
party in Immokalee. 


The fun-filled activities included games, contests 
and relays sponsored by the Recreation, Immokalee 
Seminole Ranch, Family Services, Education, Culture, 
Library, Seminole Police, Emergency Management, 


After School Programs, Health and Nutrition Depart- 
ments. 

On the more serious side, “Education is the Key to 
Success” established the theme for the event. Parents 
were acknowledged for their efforts during the previ- 
ous school year and encouraged to support their chil- 
dren on the path to success. T-shirts were distributed 
bearing the slogan “Raising the Bar in 2009.” 

Healthy snacks, fruit and an agenda for proper eat- 
ing habits were dispensed at the Health Dept, booth 
along with an opportunity to win prizes at the Feed the 
Hungry Monster bean bag toss game. 

School, art and education materials were piled 
high on the Family Services Dept, table in anticipation 
of a productive school year. It didn’t take long for the 
youngsters to fill their new book bags. 

Divided into age groups, the cement squares of the 
side walk became the perfect pallet for the “Chalk It 
Up” art contest. Aspiring artists transformed the build- 
ing entrance into a gallery of amazing colors, tradition- 
al and contemporary art forms. 

Numerous young scholars took home prizes when 
they excelled at the Family Services Department’s 
“Name the States and Capitals” competition. 



Judy Weeks 


Isaiah Garcia creates artwork during the event on Aug. 20. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

The Hollywood students enjoy the laser tag fun house and bounce house slide at the back to school event on Aug. 20. 


Youngsters Enjoy Summer Blast 
Before Start of New School Year 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — More than 70 Tribal youth, 
from toddlers to teenagers, attended the annual Back to 
School Summer Blast at the Hollywood Gym Aug. 20. 

New at this year’s event were a laser tag fun house 
and bounce house slide, replacing face painting and 


animal balloon-making from last year. 

“I liked the slide because of all the flips and fun on 
it,” said Tribal youngster Arek Jumper. 

The Hollywood Recreation Dept. Youth Center 
sponsored the event. 

“I was very impressed with it and thought it went 
very well,” said Hollywood Recreation Dept. Youth 
Center Supervisor Patricia Stirrup. 



Ryan Watson 

Tampa youth wait in line to receive back to school supplies provided by the Tampa Recreation Dept. 

Tampa Youth Gear Up for Back to School 

again after all the summer activities,” said Tampa Rec- 
reation Dept. Director Mayra Simmons. “We thought 
this would be a good way to get them motivated to do 
well in school.” 

Activities at the event included the climbing wall, 
bounce house and water slide, as well as kickball, sack 
races and a water balloon fight. 

Each child received a custom-made back pack 
stamped with the Tribal logo. The evening concluded 
with a door prize giveaway of school supplies. 


BY RYAN WATSON 
Contributing Writer 

LAKELAND, Fla. — The Tampa Recreation 
Dept, organized the first annual Back to School Jam on 
Aug. 22 at the Lakeland property. 

The event was created to get Tribal youth ener- 
gized about the upcoming 2009-2010 school year. 

“We wanted to get the kids excited about school 



(L-R) Sisters Thomlynn and Alice, along with dad Thomas Billie chat with Principal Walt Swan (C) about what to expect during 
the 2009-2010 school year at Ahfachkee. 


Ahfachkee Begins New School Year 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Chairman Mitchell Cypress 
said he takes much pride in the Ahfachkee School at the 
Big Cypress Reservation. 

In essence, Chairman Cypress expects all Ahfach- 
kee staffers to uphold the school’s primary objective: 
making its students and the overall environment “hap- 
py.” 

“I’m happy to be a part of the [Ahfachkee] school 
and I hope we have a good one here,” Chairman Cy- 
press said to all the Ahfachkee staffers during the Aug. 
12 meeting. 

He also said one of the essential components to 
making the school a success is to promote a team con- 
cept amongst the parents, students, faculty and teachers. 

During an open house meeting, held Aug. 12 in the 
school cafeteria, teachers and staff members were en- 
lightened by this message. 

“Together, everyone achieves more,” said Dale 
Grasshopper, assistant to Big Cypress Tribal Council 
Rep. David Cypress. “It takes all of us working together 
and we need to show that dedication to the youth we 
come in contact with.” 

Staffers were reminded about the importance of 
promoting education for the betterment of the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida’s future. 

It’s something that’s dear to the Chairman’s heart, 
as he’s adamant about seeing the Tribal students gradu- 
ate from the Ahfachkee school. Not only that, Chairman 
Cypress desires for the Ahfachkee youth to continue 
their education in college and then operate the Big Cy- 
press Reservation in the fu- 
ture. 

Welcome Back 

As the Ahfachkee 
School students and parents 
entered the school facility on 
the afternoon of Aug. 20 they 
received items including rul- 
ers and crayons to get them 
ready for the school year. 

Eight days after the 
all-important meeting, the 
Ahfachkee staff did every- 
thing they could to carry the 
school’s team vision. 

Not only did all of them 
go out of their way to wel- 
come the Ahfachkee students 
and parents, but they present- 
ed the guests with a vibe that 
felt like being in a comfort- 
able home. 

“It’s a good working 
atmosphere,” said Antonio 
Wright, who’s entering his 
first full year teaching at the Ahfachkee School. “We 
have a strong group of teachers here. We’re looking to 
bridge the gap with the community and make a positive 
change in the lives of our kids.” 

Walter Swan, the Ahfachkee School’s princi- 
pal, could be seen striking up conversations with sev- 
eral students and their parents. Fittingly, Swan let the 
guests know that the staff will make sure they have an 
enjoyable experience not only for the open house, but 
throughout the school year as well. 

“Ask all the questions you want and make sure you 
get all the answers you need,” Swan said to the children 
and families just before they embarked on a tour of the 
school. 

While students and parents got to take a closer look 
at the school’s campus, four Ahfachkee School teachers 
spent some quality time tending to the Ahfachkee Cul- 
ture Camp’s garden area. 



(L-R) Students Janessa Jones, 8, and Willie Smith, 6, walk into 
school on the first day, welcomed by SPD Clerk Shani Billie. 


Jeannette Cypress, the school’s traditional preser- 
vation program director and language teacher, checked 
on the status of the banana and aloe plants. With clear 
and breezy weather present at the Culture Camp, it was 
encouraging for Cypress to see that the plants were in 
good shape. 

It’s something that many of her students will be 
learning about, as she passionately discussed the aca- 
demic course with three fellow teachers, Danielle Jump- 
er-Frye, assistant director of the Traditional Preserva- 


tion Program, Mary Jene Koenes, language specialist, 
and Tabitha “Sissy” Cook, research specialist. 

All four colleagues were visibly relaxed and vibrant 
as they absorbed not only the elements of the Culture 
Camp, but what would happen right after that. 

As the foursome walked to the E-la-pon-ke Lan- 
guage Room, they spoke to each other about the origins 
of the Native American culture before Tribal citizen 
Quentin Cypress, 14, entered the classroom to pay a 
quick visit. 

The eighth-grader was one of several students who 
stopped by for the Open House event. He briefly talked 
about the class. 

“It’s one of my favorite classes because I get to 
learn about my own culture,” Cypress said. “There are 
some great teachers in the Culture Department at Ah- 
fachkee. I think I’m going to learn a whole lot from 
them this year.” 

Later, it was on to the social studies room, where 
Wright helped get students and parents acclimated not 
only to his teaching style, but to the positive atmosphere 
that he set for the classroom. Tribal student Taylor Pratt, 
16, is one of the students in Wright’s social studies class. 

Taylor’s father, Big Cypress First Baptist Church 
Pastor Bruce Pratt, feels comfortable with him being in 
the class under Wright’s tutelage. 

“Mr. [Antonio] Wright will let us, as parents, know 
where the students are at in their progress,” Pratt said. 
“He’s a good communicator, that’s for sure. I think my 
son will leam a lot from him this year.” 

Following the tour, attendees dined together and 
several won gifts from a raffle. 

Ft. Pierce Liaison Sally R. Tommie, also execu- 


tive assistant to Chairman Cypress, said she is confident 
about the staff’s ability to provide the students the best 
education possible this year. 

“Eveiything you do will make a difference in the 
lives of our young children at the Seminole Tribe,” 
Tommie told the teachers prior to the Open House cer- 
emony. “I know you will have our children’s best inter- 
ests at heart.” 

First Week of School 

There is a new addition to the Ahfachkee School 
this year. The change of classes each period, plus the 
availability of seeing different teachers throughout the 
day, proved to be refreshing for students and staff alike. 

For the first three days of school, students from 
grades 6-12 were given a half-day for the purpose of 
piloting the class and teacher changes. That, in addition 
to a hearty breakfast served to students before their first 
period classes, was addressed in the welcome announce- 
ment on the school’s first day, Aug. 24. 

“It’s something new we’re starting here,” said Lu 
Salter, the Ahfachkee School’s media specialist. “The 
middle and high school kids are excited about the new 
changes. The faculty and students are excited as well.” 

After reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, students 
were given a set of instructions on how to navigate be- 
tween the class periods. The middle and high school 
students are given three minutes to switch from class 
to class. 

There are seven periods in the school day, plus 
homeroom and an end-of-the-day Primetime Session. 
This is the final class period of the day where students 
can go over classroom and homework assignments with 
an assigned teacher, similar to a study hall. 

“Remember, we are Ahfachkee Seminole War- 
riors,” Salter said to the students just before they began 
their first class that morning. “You make us strong and 
an education makes us Seminole strong. Be respectful, 
responsible and ready to leam.” 

For the smooth transition to occur, however, some 
of the Ahfachkee teachers sacrificed their weekend time 
and came in on Sundays to make it happen, Swan said. 

“Everything’s been going smoothly for the first day 
of school,” Swan said shortly after the middle and high 
school students were released at 12 noon that day. “Our 
staff has done a great job preparing for the students. 
They’re putting in the time and effort necessary to en- 
sure the success of our kids.” 

Swan was encouraged about the school’s transition 
to the changing of classes: 

“This move is age-appropriate and nobody’s really 
gotten lost, with the help and support of all our staff,” 
Swan said. “It’s a really good start we have here; it’s 
only going to get better.” 
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Health 



Naji Tobias 

Gina Allardyce (L), Tribal personal trainer, works closely with several preschool students as they learn hand-eye coordination during a game of throw 
and catch at the Get Fit Day event, held Sept. 4 in the Big Cypress gym. 


Community Emphasizes Health at Get Fit Day 

BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Fun, fitness and fundamentals were the 
three primary objectives for Get Fit Day on Sep. 4. 

As preschool children, ranging in age from 1 to 4, from the Big 
Cypress and Immokalee Reservations gathered around the Herman 
L. Osceola Gymnasium, they quickly saw all three goals come to 
fruition. 

Gina Allardyce, the Tribal personal trainer/gymnastics spe- 
cialist for Big Cypress, directed the toddlers in a series of exercises 
on the morning of the event. 

It all started with stretching and warm-ups, which focused on 
the youngsters standing up and sitting down a few times, followed 
by the flexing of their arms, ankles and wrists. After that was done, 
it was on to the planned activities for the 90 minute fitness session. 

Allardyce and her fitness team assembled five stations, which 
consisted of soccer relays and goals, a bean bag and ring toss, a 
parachute drill, a circuit training procedure and a dice game. All 
of the activities keyed in on similar developmental skills, such as 
hand, eye and foot coordination, agility and self-confidence. 

In the soccer relay drill, the children were instructed to dribble 
the ball with their feet and go from one cone to the next. After that, 
they learned to kick the soccer ball into a goal. 

Next up was the bean bag and ring toss. Since this focused 
primarily on hand-eye coordination, the youngsters were taught by 
fitness trainers to throw the bag with their hands and into a bean 
bag box. 

With the ring toss, meanwhile, the ring had to be thrown into a 
post, designed as the letter X. 

The excitement continued with the circuit training obstacle 
course with several activities. The Big Cypress and Immokalee 
preschoolers navigated through the cones and crawled through a 
tunnel, which was followed by the Hula hoops that they jumped 
in and over. 

The parachute drill is actually a team building exercise that 
keys in on agility and hand-eye coordination. Allardyce, who be- 
gan these training activities about eight years ago, talked about 
how this drill was done. 

“When I tell the kids to go up and down with the parachute, 
they are not only improving their agility and coordination, they’re 
building their arm and leg strength when doing that,” Allardyce 
said. 

More strength building opportunities arose on a set of dice. 

It may not sound like an activity appropriate for Get Fit Day, but 
perhaps it was the most beneficial of all the exercises. 

With the preschoolers and their teachers sitting down on the 
gym floor, Allardyce rolled the set of dice. One die was filled with 
numbers and the other one told the kids what exercise they had to 


do. For example, if the number 6 and jumping jacks showed up 
together, all the kids would do 6 jumping jacks. 

“The kids think they’re having fun and playing around,” said 
Michelle Ford, Immokalee Preschool center manager and bus driv- 
er. “But what they don’t know is that they’re getting fitness training 
and it’s geared toward their age group.” 

Big Cypress/Immokalee Fitness Dept. Program Director Neil 
Prager echoed Ford’s sentiment, saying working with the pre- 
schoolers “made my day.” 

“Get Fit Day breaks up monotony, which gives us a substantial 
amount of quality time with the kids,” Prager said. “I look forward 
to working with the kids in these kinds of settings.” 

A 15 minute snack break took place after the activities so the 
youngsters could eat and rehydrate. They then returned to their ex- 
ercises one last time before the event concluded with Allardyce 
giving each participant a chain for their efforts and calling them 
“champions.” 

“I commend the preschool teachers for being supportive of 
their kids at this event,” Allardyce said. “The preschool students 
are gaining self-confidence, physical exercise and all-around fun.” 



Naji Tobias 

(L-R) Preschooler Swan Kimble, 1, engages in a game of soccer with Neil 
Prager, program director for the Big Cypress/Immokalee Fitness Dept. 


Participants Honored at Weight Loss Luncheon 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 


BIG CYPRESS — Fifty-four Tribal 
citizens and community members were rec- 
ognized for their weight loss efforts at the 
close of the Seminole Shape Up Program, a 
16-week Big Cypress health initiative. 

Charlie Cypress and Myra Jumper took 
first place in the Tribal men’s and women’s 
categories, respectively. In the community 
members division, Billie McDonald and 
Michael Hopkins took top honors, receiving 
recognition for their efforts at the Weight 
Loss Luncheon, held Aug. 13 at the Com- 
munity Center. 

“The turnout was a success, the whole 
room was full,” said Edna McDuffie, the 
community outreach coordinator for the Big 
Cypress Reservation. “We think that they 
learned something valuable from our pre- 
sentations. We hope they keep up with what 
we’ve taught them.” 

Big Cypress Nutritionist Suzanne Fund- 
ingsland offered some nutritional health tips 
during the event and spoke about the impor- 
tance of maintaining a healthy lifestyle. She 
also spoke about the importance of eating 
meals with the family. 

She pointed out that family meals can 
offer an opportunity for parents to act as role 


models in healthy eating. 

It’s ideal, according to Fundingsland, 
for parents to put food on the table and sit 
down with their children together in the 
family meal. 

According to studies conducted by the 
Tribal Health and Family Services Depart- 
ments, eating family meals together fre- 
quently — five or more per week — will in- 
crease the likelihood children will eat fruits 
and vegetables rather than unhealthy foods. 

Interestingly, however, if families dine 
together less than three nights per week, 
children are more likely to engage in sub- 
stance abuse. 

A Seminole Health 
Dept, study shows that 65 
percent of Seminole youth, 
ages 7-18, said they wish 
they could eat more with 
families. 

With that being said, 
pleasant, relaxed and 
healthy family eating re- 
portedly makes everyone 
at the table happier about 
their futures. 

And an active role in 
keeping weight down as 
much as possible is one 
component of that. 


The 54 honorees present were not only 
enlightened by the presentation, they re- 
ceived news of the amount of weight lost 
since the initial weigh-in. 

The weight loss results garnered special 
recognition for 20 of the attendees, as there 
were five places each for Tribal males, Trib- 
al females, non-Tribal males and non-Tribal 
females. 

The Seminole Shape Up Program op- 
erates for three 16-week intervals, with the 
Weight Loss Luncheon being held three 
times per year at the conclusion of the Shape 
Up sessions. 


Seminole Shape Up Program Winners 

Tribal Citizens: Men: Charlie Cypress, 1 2 lbs. 

Tribal Citizens: Women: Myra Jumper, 18 lbs. 

Community Members: Men: 1. Michael Hopkins, 42.5 lbs., 2. 
Jesus Lizarraga, 27.5 lbs., 3. Lamar Gallegos, 20.5 lbs., 4. 
Waitus Carter, 20 lbs., 5. Earl Kirkland, 19 lbs. 

Community Members: Women: 1. Billie McDonald, 20 lbs., 

2. Marilyn Jumper, 17 lbs., 3. Elizabeth Lowman, 14 lbs., 4. 
Heather Galassini, 1 1 lbs., 5. Yvette Bowman, 1 0 lbs. 


Stress Reduction, Massage 
Therapy Workshop Held 


BY SHELLEY MARMOR 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Tribal 
Education Department’s Adult Voca- 
tional Program sponsored a stress re- 
duction and massage therapy work- 
shop at the Community Center on 
Aug. 17. 

Eleven-year licensed massage 
therapist Samantha Nye led the work- 
shop, the third one she has conducted 
for the Tribe. During the workshop 
she began by having the participants 
identify things that stress them out. 

Attendee Mark Billie, a Tribal 
outreach worker with the Family Ser- 
vices Dept., admitted he sometimes 
gets stressed out with the pressures 
of his job. But he explained how he 
works at finding a good balance and 
not getting overwhelmed when try- 
ing to deal with other peoples’ prob- 
lems. 

“A lot of times I get caught up in 
it,” Billie admitted. “But I’ve learned 
how to separate myself.” 

Nye also took the time to point 
out that there is a form of stress called 
“eustress,” sometimes referred to as 
“good stress,” that has positive ef- 
fects in people. She said good stress- 
ors help to motivate individuals to 
get things done in their lives. 

After identifying and discussing 
stressors, Nye then led the group in 
a meditative exercise. Following that 
she gave a discussion on reflexology 
and massage, which she said both 
help facilitate stress reduction. 

She explained that during re- 
flexology the feet are massaged to 
promote a beneficial effect on other 
parts of the body and promote over- 
all health. A prevalent modality in 
Chinese medicine for thousands of 
years, reflexology works by massag- 
ing different zones on the feet which 
have effects on different body parts, 
organs, systems and more. 

The participants then adminis- 
tered a self-massage to their necks, a 
common place people hold stress. 



Shelley Marmor 

Workshop instructor Samantha Nye draws lines on 
her feet to show attendees the different zones utilized 
during a reflexology treatment. 



Shelley Marmor 

Workshop participant Mark Billie administers a self-massage on his neck as instructor and 11- 
year licensed massage therapist Samantha Nye checks his technique. 


Tribal Fire Rescue Dept. 
Successfully Extinguishes Big 
Cypress House Fire 


BY JOHN COOPER, DEPUTY FIRE CHIEF 
Contributing Writer 

BIG CYPRESS — The Seminole 
Tribe’s Fire Rescue Dept, responded to a 
call in Big Cypress where firefighters ex- 
tinguished a fully involved house fire on 
Aug. 2. 

The occupants were able to escape the 
fire, which consumed much of the home’s 


interior. No one was injured during the in- 
cident. 

Firefighters kept the fire away from a 
car parked in the driveway, and managed to 
save the overall structure. However, much 
of the home’s contents were destroyed by 
the fire and smoke. 

The Housing Dept, assisted the occu- 
pant with an alternate place to live during 
renovations. 
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Photo Submitted by Brian Brown 

(L-R) Firefighter/EMT Bryan Russo and Capt. Robert Curtis of Rescue 2108 administered lifesaving techniques to an 
on-duty member of the Hollywood Hard Rock Hotel & Casino’s security team on Aug. 9, helping save the employee’s life. 


Fire Rescue Saves 

BY DISTRICT CHIEF FRANK RANSDELL 
Contributing Writer 

HOLLYWOOD — Two members of Rescue 
2108, Capt. Robert Curtis and Firefighter/EMT Bryan 
Russo, responded to a call from the Hard Rock Hotel 
& Casino for an on-duty member of hotel security who 
was experiencing an acute onset of chest and back 
pain on the evening of Aug. 9. 

The crew recognized the possibility of an aortic 
aneurysm, which is a weakened and bulging area in 


Security Employee 

the aorta, the major blood vessel that feeds blood to 
the body. 

Because the aorta is the body’s main supplier 
of blood, a ruptured aortic aneurysm can cause life- 
threatening bleeding. In fact, an aortic aneurysm is 
fatal in about 95 percent of all patients. 

The Fire Rescue crew provided advanced cardiac 
life support and expeditiously transported the patient 
to nearby Memorial Regional Hospital where he un- 
derwent emergency surgery and survived. 


THE HEALTHY SENIOR BY FRED CICETTI 


[Editor’s Note: Fred Cicetti is a syndicated col- 
umnist who writes about issues concerning senior citi- 
zens ’ health. The opinions he expresses are his own. 
If you would like to ask a question, please write to 
fred@healthygeezer.com. All Rights Reserved ©2009 
by Fred Cicetti.] 

Q: I’ve been getting bruises lately and I can’t re- 
member hurting myself. Should I see a doctor? 

A: A tendency to bruise easily is common when 
you age. It’s especially common among women. 

A bruise, also known as a contusion, occurs when 
the tiny blood vessels under your skin break after be- 
ing struck. 

When you bruise, the blood leaks under the skin 
and leaves a black and blue mark; the harder the im- 
pact, the bigger the bruise. As the blood is reabsorbed 
by your body, the bruise goes away. 

You can enhance healing by elevating the injury 
and applying a cold pack for 30 minutes at a time for a 
day or so after you are injured. After there is no swell- 
ing, a warm compress can accelerate re-absorption. 

Blood thinning medications can contribute to 
bruising. So you might bruise more easily if you take 
Plavix® or Coumadin®. Aspirin® will have a similar ef- 
fect. The thinners allow more blood to pool under your 
skin. So, if you’re taking one of this drugs, what seems 
like a harmless bump against a coffee table, could lead 
to a nasty bruise. 

Some dietary supplements can thin your blood, 
too. Be careful if you are consuming more than normal 
amounts of fish oil, Ginkgo biloba, ginger and garlic. 

It’s easier to bruise if your skin is thin. With age, 
your skin becomes thinner and loses some of the fat 
that protects your blood vessels. Corticosteroids are 
known to make your skin thinner, so these drugs can 
make you more bruise-prone 

Aging capillaries contribute to bruising, too. Over 


time, the tissues supporting these vessels weaken, and 
capillary walls become more fragile and prone to rup- 
ture. 

There is a special type of bruising, Bateman’s pur- 
pura, which is usually seen on the back of the hands 
and forearms. Unlike everyday bruises, the bruises you 
get with Bateman’s purpura are not tender and last lon- 
ger. They start out red and become purple. They darken 
and then, in time, they fade. They can last for weeks. 

This condition, also known as “actinic purpura,” 
is usually seen in seniors. It is caused by blood vessel 
walls that have been weakened by years of exposure to 
the sun. In addition, the skin is sun-damaged and thin. 

Daily application of alpha hydroxyacid lotions to 
the skin have been shown to increase skin thickness up 
to 15 percent in patients with sun-damaged thin skin. 
This occurs through the stimulation of collagen pro- 
duction, the skin’s natural support protein. For women, 
the hormone progesterone in lotion may also help. 

Most bruises are not a cause for concern. How- 
ever, certain symptoms — unusually large or painful 
bruises that seem to have no cause, abnormal bleeding 
elsewhere, sudden bruising after beginning a medica- 
tion — should be checked out by a doctor. 

These symptoms may mean that you don’t have 
enough platelets in your blood. Platelets help your 
blood to clot. 

You can take steps to prevent bruising from falls 
and collisions. Here are some: always hold the hand- 
rails on stairways, don’t stand on a chair to get reach an 
object, clear floors where you walk, mount grab bars 
near toilets, tubs and showers, place non-skid mats, 
strips, or carpet on all surfaces that may get wet, put 
night lights and light switches close to your bed, tack 
down all carpets and area rugs, close cabinet doors and 
drawers so you won’t run into them and be especially 
careful around pets. 


Every Minute Counts When it 
Conies to Strokes and TIAs 


BY BRIAN BROWN, CHIEF OF EMS DIVISION 
Contributing Writer 

[Editor’s Note: Brian Brown is the chief of the 
EMS Division for the Seminole Tribe's Fire Rescue 
Dept. The opinions he expresses are his own. If you 
would like to ask a question, please write to brian- 
brown@semtribe. com.] 

Do you know what a stroke or a TIA is? Do you 
know the signs and symptoms of a stroke? Do you 
know what to do in case you or a loved one is suffering 
from a stroke? 

I hope that after you read this article you will be 
able to answer yes to these questions and have the 
knowledge and understanding of what steps need to 
be taken in order for you to prevent your chances of 
having a stroke or having a successful outcome when 
you or a loved one is faced with a stroke emergency. 

What is a stroke and what is a TIA? 

A stroke is an emergency medical condition where 
the cells of the brain become injured or even die due to 
a decrease or complete lack of nutrients and oxygen. 
A stroke can be caused by a clot obstructing the blood 
flow to the brain, which is called an ischemic stroke, or 
by a blood vessel rupturing and preventing the flow of 
blood to the brain, a hemorrhagic stroke. 

When these vessels are not able to deliver blood to 
the cellular tissues of the brain, injury or death occurs 
in those locations of the brain causing mild to severe 
disruptions in normal body function. Stroke is the third 
leading cause of death for adults in the U.S. behind 
heart disease and cancer. 

A transient ischemic attack, also known as a TIA, 
is labeled as a mini-stroke. This is a stroke caused by 
a clot that is temporary with symptoms that can occur 
rapidly and only last for a short period of time. 

Unlike a stroke, when a TIA is over there is no 
permanent damage to the brain. 

What are the signs and symptoms of a stroke? 

Some of the most common signs and symptoms 


people display when they are having a stroke or TIA 
include: sudden numbness or weakness of the face, 
arm or leg, especially on one side of the body, sud- 
den confusion, trouble speaking or understanding, sud- 
den trouble seeing in one or both eyes, sudden trouble 
walking, dizziness, loss of balance or coordination and 
sudden, severe headache with no known cause. 

What are some of the treatments for strokes and 
what should you do when you or a loved one is having 
the above listed signs and symptoms? 

If you or someone else is having the above listed 
signs and symptoms, call Fire/Rescue immediately. 
The sooner the paramedics can transport the patient to 
the hospital, the greater the chances are for preventing 
permanent damage to the patient’s brain. 

When a patient arrives at the hospital they will be 
given immediate screenings and tested to see what type 
of stroke they are having. Then, the doctor will base 
their treatment for the stroke depending on whether it 
was caused by a clot or ruptured blood vessel. 

Those who are having a stroke due to a clot in 
one or more blood vessels may receive “clot buster” 
medication injected into the patient’s blood stream to 
break down the clot and open up the blood vessels. A 
common “clot buster” medication given is called tis- 
sue plasminogen activator, also known as tPA. 

Those who are having a stroke due to a ruptured 
blood vessel may have to receive surgical intervention 
in order to fix the vessel and prevent further ruptures. 

One way to help reduce your risk of having a 
stroke is proper prevention. If you have a medical his- 
tory of high blood pressure, diabetes, or other diseases 
that could create blood clots or increase the pressure 
on the lining of blood vessels you should consult with 
your doctor to find out what type of special diet pro- 
grams you need to follow and what type of activity 
restraints you need to adhere to. 

Stroke education and prevention is the key ele- 
ment to reducing you or your loved ones chances of 
having a stroke emergency. 


Tribal Environmental Health Program 
Offers Practical Solutions for Indoor 
Air Quality Problems 

October is Indoor Air Quality Awareness Month 

Oct . 2-8 is Asthma and Mold Awareness Week 


BY PATRICK PECK, RS/REHS 

Contributing Writer 

[Editor s Note: Patrick Peck is the Tribal Environ- 
mental Health Program Manager. The article he con- 
tributed contains excerpts from an article that appeared 
in the in Lincoln Journal Star newspaper. All other opin- 
ions he expresses are his own. If you would like to ask 
a question, please write to patridqoeck@semtribe.com.] 

October is Indoor Air Quality Awareness Month 
and the week of Oct. 2-8 is Asthma and Mold Aware- 
ness Week. 

During these times many people will evaluate how 
healthy their indoor environment is and whether or not 
their home and office are free of harmful indoor air pol- 
lutants. 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida Indoor Air Quality 
division of the Seminole Health Dept, is here to provide 
you with information on pollutants which can affect the 
air and take steps to prevent these pollutants in the areas 
where you spend the majority of your time. 

Molds, mildew, fungi, bacteria and dust mites are 
some of the main biological pollutants inside the house. 
Some, such as pollen, are generated outside the home. 
Mold and mildew are generated in the home and release 
spores into the air. 

Mold, mildew, fungi and bacteria are often found in 
areas of the home having high humidity levels, such as 
bathrooms, kitchens, laundry rooms or basements. Dust 
mites and animal dander are problematic when they be- 
come airborne during vacuuming, making beds or when 
textiles are disturbed. 

When mold spores land on a damp spot indoors, 
they may begin growing and digesting whatever they 
are growing on in order to survive. Molds can grow on 
wood, paper, carpet and foods. When excessive mois- 
ture or water accumulates indoors, mold growth will of- 
ten occur, particularly if the moisture problem remains 
undiscovered or un-addressed. 

There is no practical way to eliminate all mold 
and mold spores in the indoor environment; the way to 
control indoor mold growth is to control moisture. It is 
important to dry water damaged areas and items within 
24-48 hours to prevent mold growth. 

If mold is a problem in your home, clean up the 
mold and get rid of the excess water and moisture. Wash 
mold off hard surfaces with detergent, water and a dis- 
infectant, and dry completely. Absorbent materials, such 
as ceiling tiles and carpets, can become moldy and may 
have to be replaced. 

There are many ways to control moisture in your 
home: 

Fix leaks and seepage. If water is entering the house 
from the outside, your options range from simple land- 
scaping to extensive excavation and waterproofing. The 
ground should slope away from the house. Water in the 
basement can result from the lack of gutters or a water 


flow toward the house. Water leaks from pipes or around 
tubs and sinks can provide a place for biological pollut- 
ants to grow. 

Put a plastic cover over dirt in crawlspaces to pre- 
vent moisture from coming in from the ground. Be sure 
crawlspaces are well-ventilated. For additional help, 
call your local Tribal Housing department. 

Keeping basements, bathrooms and other rooms 
clean and dry. Use a detergent, water and a disinfec- 
tant to clean surfaces having mold on them. If carpeting 
or furnishings become wet, they must be quickly and 
thoroughly dried or discarded. Use exhaust fans in bath- 
rooms and kitchens to remove moisture to the outside, 
not into the attic. Vent your clothes dryer to the outside. 

Turn off certain appliances, such as humidifiers or 
kerosene heaters, if you notice moisture on windows 
and other surfaces. 

Use dehumidifiers and air conditioners, especially 
in hot, humid climates, to reduce moisture in the air, but 
be sure the appliances themselves don’t become a source 
of biological pollutants. Humidifiers, dehumidifiers and 
air conditioning condensing units should be regularly 
cleaned with a disinfectant such as chlorine bleach. 

Keep humidity at acceptable levels of less than 50 
percent, and make sure there’s plenty of ventilation, es- 
pecially in areas where moisture tends to build up. Raise 
the temperature of cold surfaces where moisture con- 
denses. 

Use insulation or storm windows. Storm windows 
installed on the inside works better than ones installed 
on the outside. 

Keep doors between rooms open, especially doors 
to closets which may be colder than the rooms as this 
will increase circulation. Circulation carries heat to the 
cold surfaces. Increase air circulation by using fans and 
by moving furniture from wall comers to promote air 
and heat circulation. Be sure your house has a source 
of fresh air and can expel excessive moisture from the 
home. 

Pay special attention to carpet on concrete floors. 
Carpet can absorb moisture and serve as a place for bi- 
ological pollutants to grow. Molds can trigger asthma 
episodes in sensitive individual. People with asthma 
should avoid contact or exposure to molds. 

To reduce asthma attacks keep homes, schools and 
child care centers clean. Use dust-proof, zippered bed- 
ding covers, keep pets away from sensitive people, re- 
duce mold-inducing moisture and prevent cockroach 
infestation. Vacuums with high efficiency filters or cen- 
tral vacuum systems can help reduce the airborne dust 
generated by vacuuming. 

Check your home and take steps to keep it free of 
biological pollutants. Being aware of possible problems 
will help keep your family safe and healthy. 

For more information, please call the Environmen- 
tal Health Office at (954) 965-1300, Ext. 10325. 
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Sports 



Tampa Tribal 
Citizen Competes 
in MMA Tourney 

BY RYAN WATSON 
Staff Reporter 

LAKELAND, Fla. — Tampa Tribal citizen 
Nick Frank competed in his first grappling-only 
submission match on Aug. 22 at Lake Gibson High 
School in Lakeland, Fla. 

In a grappling-only competition, neither athlete 
can use a strike move to take down their opponent. 
Rather, each must handle and control the other con- 
tender by utilizing choke holds and other hold tech- 
niques and counter moves to deter their competitor’s 
hold attempts. 

Frank, who has a black belt in Tae Kwon Do, 
said he was excited about his first grappling-only 
match. 

“I started off in Tae Kwon Do which taught me a 
couple submission moves and from there I tried sub- 
mission wrestling and I found it pretty fun,” Frank 
said. 

Frank lost the match by one point, but said he 
feels good about his martial arts future. 

“This was just my first match so it can only get 
better from here,” he said. 

He and his brother, Aaron, have started teaching 
martial arts classes from 3-5 p.m. on Mondays and 
Wednesday in the Tampa community’s recreation 
building. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Big Town’s Jerome Davis (C) goes in strong for the slam in 
the championship game against Toon Squad. 


Basketball 
Competitors 
Remember Adam 
Billie in Games 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Now in its ninth year, the 
Adam C. Billie Memorial Basketball Tournament 
brought hoops teams and players from as far away as 
Oklahoma and the Carolinas to the Seminole Recre- 
ation Gym Sept. 4-5. 

The annual all-Indian event, which memorial- 
izes the avid basketball fan and athlete Adam Billie, 
saw six men’s and three women’s teams taking part 
in the double elimination event. 

Billie, who lived on the Big Cypress Reserva- 
tion, would have turned 29 in December of this year. 
He passed away in 2000 at the age of 19 in a car 
accident. 

“This is about making friends throughout the 
years and everyone getting together,” older brother 
and tournament participant Jason Billie said. “I still 
remember every summer when he came back from 
boarding school he was in the gym and he constantly 
played.” 

“Every year this is special because it is Labor 
Day weekend and everyone could be somewhere else 
but they came here to the gym,” Billie added. 

In the opening game of the tournament, high ex- 
pectations were set early in men’s division action as 
Jason Billie and his Redsticks squad took on the B.C. 
Warriors. 

The Redsticks controlled the game in the first 
half and held the lead throughout. The game heated 
up in the second half, however, with a late surge by 
the Warriors. Knotted at 61-61inside of 30 seconds, 
the outside shooting heroics of the Warriors Greg 
Carter capped off the night. His team came out victo- 
rious 67-61, the final in overtime. 

On the women’s side, first round and champi- 
onship action had the Lady Bailers face the Native 
Bailers. In the opener, the Lady Bailers controlled the 
tempo leading 33-8 at the half, and won handily in a 
run-rule, 41-8. 



Naji Tobias 

Damacio Green (C) shows camp participants, (L-R) Taylor Pratt, 16, Tyler Cypress, 14, Lane Savant, 9, Damacio Green Jr., 6, Jathaniel “Nano” Brooks, 10, and Ryan Cypress, 15, the 
proper running formation during the camp, held Aug. 11-13 in Big Cypress. 


Former NFL Player Damacio Green Hosts Football Camp 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Quickness, power and explo- 
sion. At a three-day football speed camp, held Aug. 
11-13 at the Big Cypress softball field, the kids who 
attended learned all three. 

They learned these skills from Damacio Green, 
a former National Football League (NFL) defensive 
back who played for three teams during the 1990s, in- 
cluding the Detroit Lions. 

The 37-year-old, a Pahokee, Fla.-native and cur- 
rent Miami resident, spent quality time with six inter- 
ested youngsters as they learned a slew of drills such as 
the skip lunge, the box hop and the warm down. 

All of that, including the proper technique of run- 
ning and the quick feet drill, gave the participants a 
renewed sense of confidence in the desire to get faster. 

Green showed the participants that in order to run 
effectively, the chin must be tucked, with the chest out 
and the body slightly tilted forward to stay in a “drive 
phase” position. 

The drive phase, Green said, allows the runner 
to accelerate to the point he can obtain his maximum 
speed in any given run. Also, it’s imperative to have 
the elbows close to the body, with the hands positioned 
jaw-to-cheek and buttocks-to-cheek — it allows quick 
rotation with the hands. 

The heel must be positioned over the knee for 
proper knee lift. In addition to being positioned in a 
three-point stance, the runner must learn to inhale, take 
off properly, working the shoulders. 

It all provides for optimal speed, as evidenced by 
a run from Ryan Cypress, 15, from Big Cypress. Cy- 
press, who received a speed boost as a result of the 


camp, ran the 40 yard dash on two occasions; the first 
run clocked in at 4.9 seconds. 

Realizing that he needed to apply the proper run- 
ning technique on the next try, Green clocked Cypress 
at 4.69 seconds, a 2.1 second improvement. Taken on 
the final day of camp, Aug. 13, those two runs spanned 
just five minutes apart from each other. 

“You can’t run tense; you got to stay relaxed,” 
Green told Cypress and the other five youth partici- 
pants in a 10-yard quick feet drill. 

Cypress used all of that to his advantage on the 
second run, in particular. 

“As a football player, it will help you get to the 
ball faster,” said Cypress, a 6-foot, 168 pound wide 
receiver. 

He said he plans to play football this fall season 
as a sophomore at Hargrave Military Academy in Cha- 
tham, Va. 

“Proper form will allow you to get some separa- 
tion and distance from your opponents,” Cypress said. 
“You’ll be a better athlete once you get a hang of these 
drills.” 

While the quick feet drill and the 40 yard dash 
were highly important, it was perhaps the sled pull 
that the youngsters remembered most, including Lane 
Savant, a 9-year-old Tribal citizen of the Big Cypress 
Reservation. 

As the kids learned to run with the use of a sled 
pull, Green instructed them to “get in a three- or four- 
point stance, with the chin and head down.” 

They also were taught to put the hands back to- 
ward the feet, with the arms and elbows straight, fin- 
gers upward and the buttocks up. 

“That was my favorite one,” Savant said enthusi- 
astically. 


The sled pull drill, Green said, represents “power 
and explosion.” However, he admitted that “technique 
is everything.” 

After the speed drills concluded, it was on to 
the weight room at the Big Cypress Recreation Cen- 
ter. There, the campers were taught how to work on 
weightlifting exercises such as the power clean, the lat 
pull down, the bench press and the hip flex. 

At the conclusion of workouts, Green took the 
time to give the kids some learning tips and encourag- 
ing words, reminding them to “stay focused.” 

“I want to see you improve and continue working 
on what you’ve learned in camp,” Green said as the 
campers listened intently. 

Green added some nutritional tips in his message 
to the campers. 

“It’s very imperative that you start eating right and 
getting a good night’s sleep,” Green said. “Start eating 
a lot of baked foods, vegetables and grilled chicken so 
you could have the proper intake. It helps you recover 
quickly and keeps you healthy.” 

Cypress said he hopes Green can come back for 
more Tribal clinics so he and others can continue to get 
better and faster. 

“It was fun; it helped me a lot,” Cypress said. “I 
wish it could have been longer.” 

And so does Green, who said he hopes he can 
come back to the Big Cypress Reservation and hold 
similar camps in the near future. 

“I have a lot of knowledge to give to the kids,” 
Green said. “Anyone who has the will to get better, 
I can give that to them. It’s important that the youth 
gain knowledge of fundamentals at an early age. If I 
teach them how to run now, then they’ll be much better 
because of it.” 


EIRA 2009-2010 Senior, Junior Rodeo Queens Crowned 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Eastern In- 
dian Rodeo Association (EIRA) crowned 
theft 2009-2010 Queen Ashton Baxley, 
16, and Junior Queen Ahnie Jumper, 10, 
during the Regional Finals Rodeo, held at 
the Junior Cypress Arena in Big Cypress 
on Aug. 29. 

Retiring 2008 Queen Heather Peter- 
son joined the EIRA Board of Directors 
in the arena for the official announcement 
and crowning ceremony. Transferring 
her sash to Baxley, Peterson also assisted 
with crowning the new queen. 

Previously holding the junior queen 
position, Baxley made the same transition 
with Jumper. The two reigning finalists 
were presented to the audience. 

In their new roles, the rodeo queens 
will lead the Grand Entry at the beginning 
of each EIRA performance, carry the flag, 
donate their time to charity and fundrais- 
ing projects and represent the EIRA at of- 
ficial functions and awards banquets. 

In this year’s competition the ju- 
nior entries needed to be 13 years old or 
younger and required a basic knowledge 
of Tribal leadership, medicine colors, 
educational objectives and horsemanship. 

In order to compete in the senior di- 
vision, the contestants had to be 14-18 
years of age, and although not required, it 
is beneficial for the participants to have a 
background in rodeo competition. Horse- 
manship skills are a basic part of the cur- 
riculum and the young ladies were ques- 
tioned at length about Tribal leadership, 
economy, agricultural programs, EIRA 
goals and personal educational endeavors. 
They each also submitted an essay regard- 
ing their qualifications and expectations. 


Three young ladies threw their cow- 
girl hats in the ring for the current contest 
and brought a variety of traits forward to 
be evaluated. 

Shelby DeHass, 18, is currently at- 
tending Troy University in Alabama, 
where she is a member of the rodeo team. 
She has a scholarship, is a member of 
the Florida High School Rodeo Associa- 
tion and is studying to become a physical 
therapist. 


Nauthkee Henry, 15, grew up in the 
EIRA and Seminole 4-H programs. A 
sophomore at VanGuard School in Lake 
Wales, Fla., she said she loves sports and 
is looking toward a future as an attorney. 

Ashton Baxley, 16, is a junior at 
Okeechobee High School and recipient 
of the Florida Writes Award. Her hobbies 
include barrel racing, horseback riding, 
sewing and Seminole crafts. She has a 
background in EIRA and Seminole 4-H. 


She said she plans to attend Indian 
River State College and submitted an ex- 
tensive essay on family values, responsi- 
bility and cultural heritage. 

Each of the contestants rode their 
horses through a basic skills course, then 
traded animals and finally critiqued their 
own performances. All of the young la- 
dies displayed good control, posture, bal- 
ance, bit response, knowledge of tack and 
gaits. 



Judy Weeks 

The 2009-2010 EIRA Queen Ashton Baxley and Junior Queen Ahnie Juniper (C) are congratulated by (L-R) EIRA President Josh Juniper, 2008- 
2009 EIRA Rodeo Queen Heather Peterson, Wilse BruisedHead, Nauthkee Henry, Ayze Henry, Shelby DeHass and EIRA Secretary Melissa Gopher. 


Please see BILLIE on page 4C 
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Rodeo Competitors Give Their All at Finals 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Eastern Indian Rodeo Association (EIRA) 
members converged on the Junior Cypress Arena at the Big Cypress 
Entertainment Complex Aug. 28-29 to participate in the 2009 Re- 
gional Finals Rodeo. 

The competitors traveled the EIRA circuit all year long, at- 
tempting to accumulate the points necessary to qualify for the com- 
petition at the 2009 Indian National Finals Rodeo (INFR) at South 
Pointe Casino in Las Vegas. 

On Aug. 28, participants vied for the top 10 slots in each event 
during the long go process and racked up scores to be averaged 
with the short go for a chance at the regional finals championship 
buckles. 

Average points from the two-day event will be added to the 
scores collected throughout the year to determine the year end 
champions, which will be announced at the 2009 banquet. Champi- 
ons will represent the EIRA at the Indian National Finals Rodeo and 
will be accompanied by the reserve winners. 

The finals proved to be a wild weekend of rodeo with extraordi- 
nary exhibitions and near calamities in almost all the events. Excite- 
ment rippled throughout the stands as spectators took turns cheer- 
ing and gasping in disbelief as their favorite athletes risked life and 
limb before their eyes. 

Brighton bareback rider Jacoby Johns bested Oklahoma cow- 
boy Cody Parker during the long go, but they swapped positions 
during the second night. Averaging their points, Johns won the 
championship buckle by a slim one point difference. 

The horses were the winners during the first round of saddle 
bronc competition with no qualified rides. However, last year’s 
champion, Tyler Humble beat out Ivan Bruised Head for the buckle 
in the short go. 

Steer wrestler Gray Wolf Herrera took a first over Naha Jumper 
and then returned for a second behind Dayne Johns with an 1 1 . 1 run 
in the short go. A quick average of the points moved Herrera in line 
to receive the buckle for the championship. 

Two-tenths of a second put Naha Jumper ahead of Ivan Bruised 
Head in the calf roping event, but A1 Tigertail’s 15 second flat run 
in the short go swept them both off their feet. When Jumper’s calf 


slipped through the rope, it appeared to have cost him the points, 
until the results were averaged and 2 seconds brought home his 
buckle. 

Shelby Osceola and Ayze Henry battled it out for first and sec- 
ond place respectively in the ladies’ breakaway event. Leanna Bil- 
lie’s 6.5 second win in the short go held promise, but wasn’t quite 
enough to upset Osceola’s bid for the championship with a 4 sec- 
onds flat time. 

Breakaway legend’s division competitor Billy Joe Johns won 
the regional finals buckle with a 5.9 second catch just out of the box. 

The steers were taking an unfair advantage in the team rop- 
ing event until header Justin Gopher and heeler Gray Wolf Herrera 
came in at 10.9 seconds for first place. The duo then came back for 
the buckle on the second night. 

A 16.865 and 16.172 second run for Loretta Peterson blew ev- 
erybody out of the saddle and made her a shoe in for the champi- 
onship in ladies’ division barrel racing event. Carrera Gopher and 
Sheyanna Osceola qualified for the second place prizes and will be 
tough competition for the year end totals. 

Bull rider Seth Randolph scored an awesome 84 points in the 
long go that earned him the buckle following no qualifying rides 
during the second event. 

Junior bareback riders William Bearden and Andrew Holmes 
tied with 58 points, splitting the monetary prize. Flipping a coin for 
the buckle, Andrew Holmes came out ahead of the game. 

Junior rodeo non-sanctioned events took place on the afternoon 
of Aug. 29 and were the place for rodeo fans who love action and 
suspense. 

Mutton busters David R. Doctor, Myron Billie and Cameron 
Hollying all tied for first place and were close contenders on their 
second runs. Holfying’s two 30 second scores gave him the neces- 
sary edge. 

Frank Huff drew a rearing maniac in the pony riding, but man- 
aged to hold his own for the required 6 seconds. His 67 points beat 
out K-Dawg Smedley and Jobe Johns. 

Calf rider Jobe Johns’ 4.38 seconds earned him a buckle, but 
also an ice pack and wrap for his upper arm after being stomped by 
the animal. Johns however returned to take first place in the junior 
steer un-decorating event. 

Chebon Gooden beat the buzzer by fractions of a second to 
take the senior steer un-decorating championship title. 
Meanwhile, the steers won the chute dogging event 
hands down. 

Blevyns Jumper suffered a hard blow in the steer 
riding event when his mount slammed him into the side 
of the chute nearly knocking the wind out of him. 

The good news was that he eventually made it to 
his feet and staggered out into the arena. The bad news 
was the fact that he qualified for a re-ride. Being a sen- 
sible young man, he declined and K-Dawg Smedley 
took the prize. 

Junior bull rider William Bearden took home his 
second first place title for the day when he earned 58 
points on a black and white spotted brute. Ernie Cour- 
son and Billy Foley were hot on his heels, but didn’t 
quite cover his score. 

When it comes to barrel racing, the Jumper family 
has made their mark. With 1 1 riders competing, Budha 
Jumper came in first in the 4-8 year old division. Her 
cousins, Kalgary Johns and Ahnie Jumper, took first 
and second, respectively, in the 9-12 year old division, 
while burning up their patterns. 

Completing the barrel racing line-up, Nauthkee 
Henry had an impressive 17.823 points in the 13-17 
year old division. 

Out of nine contestants, Dalton Boney had the 
only catch in the junior breakaway event and took the 
championship with his 4.2 second run. 



Judy Weeks 

Andre Juniper (C) somersaults to the ground in the steer riding competition. 



Judy Weeks 

Saddle bronc rider Tyler Humble went on to win the regional finals championship buckle. 



Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Team ropers Justin Gopher and GrayWolf Herrera receive congratulatory handshakes from 
competitors and brothers, Naha and Josh Jumper, after winning at the regional finals roping event. 
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“Seminole Smoke: An 
odyssey of power, love 
and blood in the Semi- 
nole Wars” tells the tale 
of Paul Turtle (“Yox-che”), 
a bicultural, bilingual 
19th Century Seminole 
who rises from translator 
to guerilla strategist to 
diplomat. Paul Turtle has 
special gifts: stealth, in- 
humanly quick hands and an ability to 
smoke for any occasion. 

The story spans 54 years, taking the reader under 
to the swamps of Florida, arid swamps of Mexico 
and corridors of Congress. Through Paul’s eyes, 
the reader witnesses such pivotal events as the 

Dade Massacre, Osceola’s capture and the Black 
Seminoles’ trek to Mexico. Paul wrestles with such 
issues as use of force, slavery and land ownership. 
The Seminole Wars mirrored the turmoil of a young 
United States struggling with identity, expansion 
and slavery. A war novel, love story and easy-to- 
follow history, “Seminole Smoke: An odyssey of 
power, love and blood in the Seminole Wars” is the 
first novel which spans the entire 50-year 


www.seminolesmoke.org 
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Athletes Honored at Annual Sports Banquet 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Brighton’s athletes 
were in the spotlight Aug. 13 as they were 
recognized for their hard work and dedica- 
tion on and off the field at Brighton’s annu- 
al sports banquet, held in the gymnasium. 

Emcee and Brighton Tribal Council 
Rep. Andrew Bowers Jr. welcomed the ath- 
letes and their families. 

“We’re glad to have all these young- 
sters participating in these sports,” Rep. 
Bowers said. “We believe it makes a dif- 
ference in your life if you participate in 
sports.” 

One of Okeechobee High School’s 
football coaches Melissa Tomlinson spoke 
to the youth on how education and athletics 
go hand in hand. 

“Most of the time you have to start 
thinking about your academics to play foot- 
ball or anything else at college level prob- 
ably at your ninth grade year,” Tomlinson 
said. 

Tomlinson stressed how being a good 
athlete requires being a good student and 
attending class to maintain a steady grade 
point average. 

Special guest speaker and former pro- 
fessional baseball player and scout for the 
Cleveland Indians Mark Persails reiterated 
Tomlinson’s message to the youth. 

“If you want to succeed in life and in 
sports make sure you make the right deci- 
sions,” Persails stressed. 

He touched on the importance of hav- 
ing passion. The former baseball player 


said that in order to be good at something 
you must have the passion to be the best and 
have the drive to accomplish your dreams. 

“Get the education, then get the pas- 
sion, then get the work ethic, then you get 
the chance to achieve your dreams,” Per- 
sails explained. 

Persails brought Tribal youth and star 


baseball player Sean Osceola onto the stage 
acknowledging that Osceola has the poten- 
tial to be one of the best baseball players 
he’s ever seen because of his passion for the 
game. 

Camellia Osceola, daughter of the late 
Fred Smith, along with her children pre- 
sented another Tribal star athlete with the 



Jason Thomas 

(L-R) Gym Coordinator Timothy Thomas presents Layne Thomas with a sports award for baseball 
and basketball. 



Jason Thomas 

Elle Thomas receives her award at the Brighton sports banquet, held Aug. 13 in the gym. 


Fred Smith Award also known as the Brigh- 
ton Warrior Athletic Award. 

“My father showed my family how to 
be a bunch of sports fans,” Camellia Osceo- 
la said. “This award is given today in sup- 
port of that kind of sports fan’s spirit.” 

Camellia Osceola’s son and former 
Florida Atlantic University football player, 
Jarrid Smith presented Amber Craig with 
the honorable award. 

“You’ve had a lot of accomplishments 
this year,” Smith congratulated Craig. 
“We’re proud of you and everything you’ve 
done.” 

Craig was given a plaque with the 
quote “Success is sweet but its secret is 
sweat.” Craig graduated from Boca Raton 
Preparatory School this past year with a 
sports resume of volleyball, softball and 
basketball. She also holds a black belt in 
Tae Kwon Do. 

Rep. Bowers with the help of Tim 
Thomas of the Recreation Dept, presented 
Brighton’s other athletes with recognition 
trophies for their participation in sports. 

“There are two four letter words that 
play a big part in being a success,” Rep. 
Bowers said. “Those words are ‘hard 
work.’ ” 



Rachel Buxton 

Moses “Moke” Osceola bowls a high score of 234 in the no tap game, securing second place. 


Tribal Citizens Celebrate Labor 
Day with Bowling Tournament 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

OKEECHOBEE, Fla. — Tribal resi- 
dents said good bye to summer as they sent 
their bowling balls down the lanes of Star- 
dust Lanes in Okeechobee during the Brigh- 
ton Labor Day Bowling Tournament held 
Sept. 5. 

Tribal citizens received a warm wel- 
come from the Okeechobee bowling al- 
ley with “Welcome Back Seminole Tribe” 
spelled out on the outside marquee of Star- 
dust Lanes. 

Stardust Lanes recently switched own- 
ership and the new co-owner J.P. Desro- 
chers, personally welcomed the Tribe to the 
lanes. 

“It’s great to have everyone back,” said 
Desrochers. “Thank you to everyone for 
coming back.” 

Members of the Brighton and Ft. Pierce 
communities came out for the four game 
tournament sponsored by the Brighton Rec- 
reation Dept. Bowlers split into pairs for the 
tournament and bowled a regular game, 3-6- 
9, scotch double trouble and no tap. 

Merle Billie with his partner Joni John- 
son came out strong during the regular game 
claiming first place with a team total of 367. 

Billie held onto the first place title dur- 
ing the second game of 3-6-9 with his new 
partner Margaret Wilcox. Billie and Wilcox 
had a combined score of 474 putting them 
way ahead of Elbert Snow and Mary Jo Mic- 
co who took the second place finish with a 
team total of 427. 

Snow and Wilcox teamed up for scotch 


double trouble taking first place with a total 
of 428. Billie was pushed into the runners up 
position with teammate Marilyn Doney with 
a team total of 403. 

With scores cleared and pins set up 
Kevin Tommie and Micco took the lead in 
no tap with a score of 477. Moses “Moke” 
Osceola and Mahala Madrigal trailed in sec- 
ond with 438. 



Rachel Buxton 

Suraiya Smith concentrates before sending her 
ball down the lane for a strike. 
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Chris C. Jenkins 

The women’s division champion team, the Lady Bailers, with Jason Billie, (Third from Left) brother of the late Adam Billie. 


BILLIE 

From page 1C 


However, in the championship game the Native La- 
dies got another shot for redemption and came roaring 
back. They would keep it close and make their move 
in the second half taking their first lead of the contest 
38-37 with 3:30 left in the game spurred by a 20-12 run. 

The game went back and forth the remainder of 
the way, but the Lady Bailers would hold on as Tasha 
Osceola came up big for her team hitting two clutch 
three pointers with 3 seconds on the clock. This led to 
the team’s 43-40 win. 

It was the first action for Osceola in the tournament 
since 2006 who said it was good being back in the tour- 
nament. 


“We got kind of lazy and thought we could walk 
through things,” Osceola admitted about her team’s per- 
formance. “[The Native Bailers] were still a pretty good 
team.” 

Osceola said she had a close relationship with her 
high school classmate, the late Adam Billie, saying “he 
was very supportive and was like a big brother to me.” 

The men’s final had the Toon Squad facing Big 
Town. In a blow out, Big Town controlled the game 
from the opening tip, with their lead remaining in dou- 
ble digits throughout the game. They led 45-21 at the 
break and would cruise on to a 53-23 final score. 

Jason Billie said there are plans next year to include 
a first time 30 year old and older, and 6 foot tall and un- 
der co-ed tournament as part of the 10 year celebration. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

The men’s division champion team, Big Town. The team took top honors in the Adam Billie Memorial tournament. 


Competitors Honor Randolph Clay’s 
Memory at 13th Annual Tourney 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Tribal community gath- 
ered once more to celebrate the life of Randolph Clay 
in an all-Indian memorial pool tournament, which took 
place the weekend of Aug. 21-22 at the Hollywood gym 

The 13 th annual event featured a youth, senior and 
adult division, with scotch doubles action as well as 8- 
and 9-ball play. 

Tribal elder and mother of Clay, Betty Osceola, 
has played every year of the tournament and spoke to 
friends and family participating before playing began. 

“I am glad you all came and here we are for yet 
another year,” Osceola said. “We have been here doing 
this now for 13 years and I am glad we can still continue 
to remember him.” 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Taylor Battiest concentrates on his next shot in a game of 
8-ball during the Randolph Clay memorial tournament. 


Hollywood Board of Directors Rep. Marcellus 
Osceola Jr. also made an appearance and provided gift 
cards to the tournament youth. 

First year youth participant and novice pool player 
Tristen Wilcox said he picked up the sport through fa- 
ther, Leon Sr. 

“I just wanted to place in the top five,” Tristen Wil- 
cox said. 

Fellow participant and second year player Taylor 
Battiest said winning was his main goal. He said his late 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Randolph Clay’s mother, Betty Osceola, prepares to sink the 
8 ball for a victory against Dale Grasshopper. 


uncle, Bobby Baker, got him into the sport. 

“I found out about the tournament through friends 
and did not have anything else to do so I came out to 
play,” Battiest explained. 

Randolph Clay’s daughter, Brande, said the contin- 
ued community support each year for the tournament 
was nice to see. Her father was an avid pool player and 
enthusiast. 

“He had the game so figured out and he was so 
good at it that he mastered it in certain ways,” Clay said. 
“I remember being out in the poolrooms and getting les- 
sons from him, although it is not my game.” 

“He was a really good person and was good to me,” 
Clay added. 

Results of the 1 3th Annual Randolph 

Clay Memorial Pool Tournament 

8-Ball: Senior Men: 1 . Gary Clay, 2. Daniel Gopher, 3. 

George Grasshopper; Senior Women: 1 . Laura Clay, 2. 

Jane Freeman, 3. Juanita Osceola; Adult: Men: 1 . Charles 

Osceola, 2. Tony Bert, 3. Raymond Garza Sr.; Adult: 

Women: 1 . Phalyn Osceola, 2. Theresa Nunez, 3. Janel 

Billie; Youth: Boys: 1 . Neko Osceola, 2. Joshua Boromei, 

3. Jordan Baker; Youth: Girls: 1 . Cheyenne Nunez, 2. Taigi 
Osceola, Melinda Gentry. 

9-Ball: Adult: Men: 1 . George Grasshopper, 2. Raymond 

Garza, 3. David Cypress; Adult: Women: 1 . Phalyn 
Osceola, 2. Theresa Nunez, 3. Virginia Billie. 

Scotch Doubles: Seniors: 1 . Russell Osceola/Juanita 

Osceola, 2. David Cypress/Laura Cypress, 3. Billy Brown/ 

Esther Buster; Adults: 1 . Nick Tiger/Diana OnlyAChief, 2. 

Tony Billie/Jane Freeman, 3. George Grasshopper/Janel 
Billie. 
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Virgil Billie Remembered at Fourth 
Annual Memorial Basketball Tournament 



BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 


BIG CYPRESS — The 4th Annual 
Virgil Billie Basketball Tournament was to the tournament’s namesake, Virgil Billie. 


tually claimed the men’s championship. 
Dem Boyz and B.C. Men came in second 
and third, respectively. Donning their blue 
memorial T-shirts, the players paid tribute 


played in stages at the Herman Osceola 
Gym in Big Cypress over a period of sev- 
eral months. 


The 35 and older legend’s division 
players claimed the court on the evening of 
Aug. 21. 

The Young Legends took the wom- 
en’s championship and Still Got Game 
triumphed for the men. Making sports- 
manship a priority, both teams then 
challenged the younger generations to 
some practice games for a fun-filled 
evening on the court. 

Players from Hollywood, Brigh- 
ton, Trail, Immokalee and Big Cypress 
congregated at the Big Cypress Gym on 
Aug. 22 to participate in youth division 
play. Teams were formed for boys and 
girls 17 and younger and 12 and young- 
er, and co-ed 9 and younger division. 

With a diverse lineup of mixed 
players from several communities, the 
games took on a whole new aspect and 
sportsmanship played a major role in 
the outcome. Teammates competed and 
learned from each other, placing empha- 
sis on the game, rather than team rivalry. 
Everyone came away a winner. 

Bom into the Otter Clan in 1958, 
Virgil Billie was the son of Roy and 
Minnie Billie of Big Cypress. His broth- 
er, Peter, recalled Virgil’s life. 

“Extremely small and in ill health 


at the time of his birth, Virgil faced a dif- 
ficult struggle for survival, but our father 
would not give up,” Peter Billie said. “Our 
family helped him leam to walk, build his 
strength and fight for a normal lifestyle. 
Sports played an important role in that.” 

A familiar figure on his bicycle trav- 
eling around Big Cypress, Billie became a 
traditional chickee builder and spent most 
of his spare time playing ball on the outside 
court in the community. His love of sports 
gave him the strength of survival and these 
tournaments provide youngsters with an 
opportunity to thrive. 

Billie’s niece, Maggie Puente, ex- 
plained the importance of having memorial 
tournaments. 

“I was in a basketball tournament 
shortly after my uncle passed and my 6 
year old son, Joel, asked me what a memo- 
rial was,” Puente said. “I explained that it 
is a way to keep the memory of loved one’s 
alive. He immediately asked me to start a 
memorial for his favorite Uncle Virgil.” 

“I didn’t pursue it right away, but Joel 
wouldn’t let go until I got things started,” 
added Puente. “My uncle encouraged me to 
play ball and now I play in his memory.” 

Now turning 11, Joel Puente, recalled 
memories of his uncle. 

“He played with me, made me laugh 
and took me fishing,” he said. “I will al- 
ways remember him playing ball and tell- 
ing jokes.” 


Limited to Seminole and Miccosukee 
Tribal citizens, the first leg of the tourna- 
ment was played on May 2 in Big Cypress. 

The adult men’s and women’s teams, com- 
prised of players 18 years old and older, 
representing all of the south Florida reser- 
vations, competed in this leg. 

There was an excellent turnout with 
seven teams vying for the women’s cham- 
pionship title. The team No Pressure took 
the lead and won the final match up in two 
games. The Ball Hawgs took second and 
the Hurricanes placed third. 

You Don’t Want It put up a hard fight 
against the opposing four teams and even- The first P |ace 


Judy Weeks 

Seminoles 17 and younger boys’ team after the competition. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Hollywood SPD operations lieutenant, game co-organizer and Team SPD captain Powell Morris lays 
out a pitch in the game against the Hollywood Tribal community. 


SPD, Community Join Together 
for Fun on the Baseball Field 


B Y CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Seminole Po- 
lice Dept. (SPD) took on Tribal community 
members in a heated competition Aug. 22 on 
the Hollywood Seminole baseball fields. 

In stifling, humid, 90-plus degree 
weather several teams participated through- 
out the morning and afternoon in a series of 
community baseball games for fun, exercise 
and bragging rights. 

“A few officers approached me about 
getting a team together,” said Hollywood 
Operations Lt., game co-organizer and SPD 
team captain Powell Morris. “Some of the 
guys on the front line said it would be a good 
idea to help bring the community together.” 

“We are here to have fun and get to 
know everybody,” Morris added. “A lot of 
our officers also enjoy baseball and it helps 
in building camaraderie as well.” 

He said the games were played consis- 
tently in years past and hopefully will be re- 
established as a part of a renewed tradition 
with quarterly games on the schedule. The 
games have officials along with some teams 
choosing to wear uniforms. 

Tribal citizens Maggie Frank, Leslie 
Osceola and Hannah Billie have also created 
their own teams. 

“We want the community to get to know 
the police officers because we see them and 
deal with them in the casinos a lot,” co-or- 
ganizer, and Seminole Gaming Dept, official 


Billie pointed out. “This type of thing breaks 
everyone out of their norm and allows them 
to have some fun and show their stuff also.” 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Leslie Osceola gets a base hit for the Hollywood 
community team. 
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Rising Sports Star Mad Bear Osceola 
Dominates on the Football Field 


BY LEA OSCEOLA 
Contributing Writer 



Photo Submitted by Stephanie (Bowers) Hiatt 

Stephanie (Bowers) Hiatt crosses the finish line after completing the run in the VVV Triathlon, held Sept. 6 in Yankton, S.D. 


Tribal Citizen Competes in Triathlons 

BY ELIZABETH BA TES BOWERS 
Contributing Writer 


MIAMI — The 2009-2010 school year is going to 
be a memorable experience and journey for young na- 
tive talent Mad Bear Osceola. 

He has entered into his senior year at G. Holmes 
Braddock Senior High, a 6A division school located in 
Miami, where Osceola is also a member of their varsity 
football team. 

This is Osceola’s fourth year with the Braddock 
Bulldogs’ varsity football team and his second year as a 
varsity starter. He has played the linebacker and fullback 
positions, and is currently in the defensive end position. 

Osceola has received the Coaches Award and the 
Linebacker of the Year Award while on the junior varsi- 
ty teams as a freshman and as a sophomore at Braddock. 
He also received his varsity letterman in his sophomore 
year. 

The Braddock Bulldogs varsity team earned the 
conference championship in Osceola’s sophomore year. 
In his junior year, he received the All-County Honor- 
able Mention, Coaches Defensive Lineman Award and 
his varsity letterman. His senior year is yet unwritten, 
but looks to be promising. 

In the 2008-2009 school year Osceola played in a 
total of 10 games with an impressive 103 tackles - 48 
solo and 55 assisted. He made 10 QB sacks, 22 QB 
pressures and 14 QB knockdowns. He also forced five 
fumbles and made four fumble recoveries. 

He has received recognition and praise from his 
coaches throughout high school for his hard work and 
dedication to the team and Osceola is looking to have an 
outstanding football season ahead. Three colleges have 
already contacted his coaches as a possible prospect for 
their school, and Osceola has received a letter from a 
college in Ohio. 

Osceola, 18, grew up in Trail and is a member of 
the Bird Clan. He is the fourth bom to parents, Leroy 
and Cassandra. 

Mad Bear grew up learning his traditional and cul- 
tural laws taught to him by his father. He has been raised 
the strong cultural values and has attended the ceremo- 
nial Green Corn Dance every year since he was bom. He 
is also a skilled chickee builder. He has been working on 
chickees since he could carry a hammer. 

In his free time, he can be found at his grandmother, 
Peggy Osceola’s Indian village, working with his father. 

When Osceola turned 14 and graduated to the ninth 
grade he realized he needed to challenge himself and 
decided to play high school sports, namely football. He 
had his parents consent, but with a few conditions. 

They expected him to keep his integrity and not be 
influenced negatively by his peers at this new school 
and to not complain, but to work through the new ad- 
justments to come. The cultural shock and challenges 
he’d face would be great. 

Osceola happily exchanged his comfortable 7:30 
a.m. wakeup time for a 5:30 a.m. time so he could make 
it to class before the first bell rang at 7:25 a.m. The size 
of the 6A division school was also an adjustment. This 
was a big order for this young boy but he has been de- 
voted to keeping his end of the bargain. 

He has maintained his promise and found ways to 
balance his school life with his life at home. More im- 
portantly, Osceola has never sacrificed his value system. 


He always carries himself with respect on and off of the 
football field. 

He has proven himself yet again to be a hard work- 
er, just as he did as a young boy. His is very devoted 
to his family and his passion for football. He has the 
love and support of his family and friends to sustain him 
throughout all his endeavors. Everyone is proud of all 
his accomplishments. 

The family of Mad Bear Osceola would like for 
anyone and everyone to come watch him play at any of 
his football games. It’s important for us as a native com- 
munity to come together and support our young natives 
and to encourage them to live in a positive and influen- 
tial way of life is the best support. 

He will be playing in the following up-coming 
games: Oct. 1 Braddock vs. Coral Reef, 7 p.m. at Harris 
Field; Oct. 10 Braddock vs. Feguson, 7 p.m. at Tropical 
Park; Oct. 15 Braddock vs. Coral Park, 7 p.m. home- 
coming game at Tropical Park; Oct. 24 Braddock vs. 
Varela, 7 p.m. at Tropical Park; Oct. 30 Braddock vs. 
Southwest, 7:30 p.m. at Tropical Park; Nov. 5 Braddock 
vs. Sunset, 7 p.m. at Tropical Park; Nov. 13 Braddock 
vs. South Dade, 7:30 p.m. at Harris Field. 

For more information, his mother can be contact- 
ed through the Miccosukee Tribe’s switchboard or e- 
mailed at CassandraOsceola@aol.com. 



Photo Submitted by Lea Osceola 

Mad Bear Osceola 


Stephanie (Bowers) Hiatt, daughter of Stephen 
Bowers, entered her first triathlon in July in Sioux 
Falls, S.D., where she resides with her husband Jon, 
and her boys Tyler, 7, Caleb, 5, and Lucas, 2. 

In the U of Okoboji Triathlon Hiatt first swam 0.6 
miles in a lake, followed by an 18 mile bike ride, and 
then a 5.5 mile run. She finished in the top half of both 
her age and gender divisions. 

She followed up her July event by competing in 
the VVV Triathlon in Yankton, S.D. on Sept. 6. In this 
race, Hiatt finished ninth out of 26 in her age division 
and 21st out of 57 in the women’s division. 

When she is not looking after her family, she 
works out at a local fitness center several times a week. 
The center has a pool, exercise facility, and a bike path 
nearby. The center also offers daycare, so when the 
boys are not in school they have their own exercise 
room to use while mom is working out. 

A typical practice run for Hiatt is between 6-10 
miles, which she does several times a week. She also 
takes a master’s level swim class twice a week, which 
helps her prepare for the swimming. With her new tri- 
athlon bike, she hopes to cut her 18 mile bike ride time 
down by at least 15 minutes. 

Triathlons are multi-sport endurance events con- 
sisting of swimming, cycling, and running in imme- 
diate succession throughout various distances. Triath- 
letes compete for fastest overall course completion 
time, including timed “transitions” between the indi- 
vidual swim, bike, and run components. 

The demanding nature of the sport focuses pri- 
marily on persistent training in each of the three dis- 
ciplines, as well as combination workouts and general 


strength conditioning to ensure the highest levels of 
endurance, strength and power possible come race day. 

It is because of this that proficiency in swimming, 
cycling and running alone is often not sufficient enough 
for success in the demanding sport of triathlons. 



Photo Submitted by Stephanie (Bowers) Hiatt 

Mom and triathlete Stephanie (Bowers) Hiatt (C) with her 
sons (L-R) Tyler, 7, Lucas, 2, and Caleb, 5. 


Q 

W 

H 

&H 

H 

U 

u 

< 

iri 


< 

U 

H 

a 


u 

O 

| -s 

< 

% 

hJ 

hJ 

< 


H 

> 

w 

a 

Q 

W 



Preferred-Ultimate 

Travel & Entertainment 


Premium Seating For 
All Local & Worldwide Events! 

One Call Does It All! 


UPCOMING LOCAL EVENTS 


CONCERTS 

BLINK 182 
METALLICA 
BRAD PAISLEY 
ALLMAN BROTHERS 
KISS 

REO SPEEDWAGON/STYX 

STEVE MILLER BAND 

MILEY CYRUS 

JEWEL 

THE KILLERS 

U2 

CIRQUE DREAMS I 

SPORTS 

MIAMI DOLPHINS I 

FLORIDA MARLINS I 

MIAMI HEAT I 



. CONCERTS 
. SPORTS 
. THEATRE 
. CRUISES 
. AIRLINES 
. HOTELS 
. CAR RENTALS 
. LIMOS 

. TRAVEL PACKAGES 
. HONEYMOONS 

PASSPORT & VISA SERVICE! 


EVENTS 305.444.TIXX (8499) 
800.881.8499 

TRAVEL 305.445.6566 
866.445.6566 


COME VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE! 


MIAMI HURRICANES 


WWW.VIPTICKETPLACE.COM 
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THE PREFERRED TICKET BROKER OF THE SEMINOLE & MICCOSUKEE TRIBE SINCE 1985 
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Hollywood Triumphs Against BC in Basketball Tournament 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Hollywood Seminoles 
claimed bragging rights and the first place title after 
storming through the Big Cypress summer basketball 
tournament on Aug. 16. 

The weekend competition, held at the Big Cypress 
gymnasium, featured seven teams in the boys’ 17 and 
under age bracket, with a highly competitive atmo- 
sphere to go with it. 

In the end, the Hollywood Seminoles outlasted the 
Fort Lauderdale Bailers, 50-38, in the championship. 

But it was anything but easy for the Seminoles as 
Tony Bums and the Bailers, in some respects, made the 
title game much closer than the final score indicated. 
Just about three minutes into the contest, Bums hit a 
baseline jumper to put his Bailers team up 10-7. Fol- 
lowed by a Seminoles foul, he made a free throw to ex- 
tend the Bailers lead to four points. 

That Bailers lead was short lived, as Hollywood’s 
Demetris Allen connected on a three-pointer to tie the 
game up at 18 points apiece with 2:54 left in the first 
half. 

The final two minutes of the first half provided the 
most excitement in the game, perhaps, with Hollywood 
taking a 22-21 lead with 1 :34 left. 

The first half ended with two free throws by Bums, 
who was fouled by Hollywood shortly before the buzzer 
sounded as he driving toward the basket. 

Bums, a 5-9 guard from Westlake Prep School in 
Ft. Lauderdale, said his team “got a good feeling” going 
into the second half of the championship. 

Hollywood felt even better after taking a 24-23 lead 
with 14:38 left in the game. The Seminoles, despite a 
fierce comeback attempt from the Bailers, never lost the 
lead again. 

But it wasn’t until Allen’s score off a post-up move 
in the paint that sealed the deal, putting the Seminoles 
up 43-33 with 2:35 left in the title game. 

“I guess we got too carried away in the second half,” 
Bums said of his team, who finished with a 3-2 record in 


the tournament. “Personally, I thought we were going to 
win but we played against a veiy good team. They just 
pulled it out in the end.” 

Allen, an incoming senior from Clewiston, Fla., 
assessed his team’s performance in the championship 
game. 

“We played hard, we played together and we 
weren’t selfish,” he said of his Hollywood team. “I like 
to play with my teammates because they just like to 
have ftm. That’s what basketball is all about.” 

The two teams played each other two games before 
the championship, as Hollywood, 4-0 overall, handed 
Ft. Lauderdale its first loss with a 51-33 victory. 

That sent the Bailers into a matchup with the Brigh- 
ton Seminoles in an elimination game. The winner of 
that game earned the right to face Hollywood in the fi- 
nal, while the loser would be eliminated. The Bailers 
edged out Brighton, 33-31, after Bums banked in a 
game -winning shot at the buzzer. 

Brighton, 3-2 overall, eliminated the Big Cypress 
Seminoles, 2-2 overall, earlier in the weekend tourna- 
ment for the right to play Ft. Lauderdale for the cham- 
pionship game. 

Tri -County of Miami finished 1-2 overall in tour- 
nament play, while Martin Lakes, also of Miami, and 
Tyler’s Team wound up 1-2 and 0-2, respectively, for 
the competition. 

In the girls’ 1 7-and-under bracket, three teams com- 
peted in tournament play - Big Cypress, Chastity’s Team 
and the Lady J’s. It was the Lady J’s who won the girls’ 
competition, defeating Big Cypress and Chastity’s Team 
to finish with a 2-0 record. 

Chastity’s Team, 1-1 overall, posted a win over Big 
Cypress and a loss to the Lady J’s. Big Cypress, 0-2 
overall, lost to both the Lady J’s and Chastity’s Team. 

The boys’ 1 5 and under bracket featured three teams 
as well; Big Cypress, Martin Lake and Tri-County. Mar- 
tin Lake, 2-0 overall, won the 15 and under tournament, 
with wins against Big Cypress and Tri-County. 

Tri -County finished with a 1-1 record, with a win 
over Big Cypress and a loss to Martin Lake. Big Cy- 
press, 0-2 overall, lost to Martin Lake and Tri-County. 



Naji Tobias 

Ryan Osceola (L) of the Brighton Seminoles team attempts a shot as time expires in the first half of an elimination game 
against the Fort Lauderdale Bailers. The score was tied at 15 apiece going into halftime. 



Naji Tobias 

Tony Burns of the Fort Lauderdale Bailers (C) heaves in the game-winning shot in a 33-31 victory over the Brighton Seminoles, 
sending Ft. Lauderdale to the title game against the Hollywood Seminoles. 



Naji Tobias 

Hollywood’s Demetris Allen (R) lays in perhaps the most important shot of the championship game, as the Seminoles led the 
Bailers 43-33 with less than three minutes left. Hollywood (4-0) won the title game, 50-38. 
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See dealer for details 


Ed Morse Sawgrass Auto Mall is now offering aN Seminole tribal members 
and employees really great deals! That’s right, all tribe members and 
employees, including everyone who works at the Seminole Hard Rock Casino, 
can now get big savings and all financing incentives for which they qualify 
on five GM brands of new vehicles and over 150 used vehicles. 


THE BEST COVERAGE I N A MERICA 

5 YEARS/ 1 00,000 MILES 

• POWERTRAIN WARRANTY 

• COURTESY TRANSPORTATION 

• ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 





The New 2009. Models Are Here! Over 1 000 Vehieles. In Stock! 
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SfyZ>. LIBERTY. mm PURSUIT: 


CHEVROLET • CADILLAC 
PONTIAC • BUICK • GMC 


14401 W. Sunrise Blvd., Sunrise 

On Sunrise Blvd. just east of the Sawgrass Expwy. 

CALL TODAY 

1-888-800-8048 

SALES HRS: Mon-Fri 9am-9pm, 

Sat 9am-6pm, Sun 12-6pm 
SERVICE HRS: Mon-Fri 7am-6pm, 

Sat 7am-3pm 


YOUR O HEADQUARTERS 


CHEVROLET 

M MA3KAK RJVCUinON 


Buick' Drive Beautiful 
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Announcements 


D 


CONGRATULATIONS 


POEMS 


Arnold and Mag- 
gie Garcia celebrated 
their 20 year anniver- 
sary July 30, 2009. 

The couple spent 
the weekend at the 
Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino in 
Tampa to commemo- 
rate 20 years of mar- 
riage. 

“They just don’t 
make them like her 
anymore,” said Arnold 
Garcia of his 20 year 
bride, Maggie. 




Congratulations to Daniel Nunez Jr. 
on receiving A’s and B’s all year. We are 
very proud of you. Also your football team 
Stinnett Painting came in first place last 
season. 

Daniel, you played awesome and you 
always make us proud “Pops.” 

Happy 13th birthday on Sept. 28. 

Love always, 

Mom, Dad, Cheyenne, Courtney 
and Joleyne 


Congratulations Cheyenne Nunez on receiving the gold 
award for straight A’s all year, perfect attendance and best Creek 
speaker. 

She also took first place in the 13th annual Randolph Clay 
Pool tournament for her age division. 

We are very proud of you, shy girl, for your track accom- 
plishments this year: first place in Moore Haven, first place 
in LaBelle, first place at Pemayetv Emahakv, second place at 
Okeechobee High School and fifth place at the Hershey’s track 
state meet in Altamonte Springs, Fla. You always make us proud. 


Love always, 

Mom, Dad, Daniel, Courtney and Joleyne 



HAPPY BIRTHDAY 


Happy birthday on Sept. 13 and Sept. 28 to 
Baby Les and Kaylee. 

Although I haven’t been there for a minute, 
and even though I won’t be for many more, I’ve 
never looked back with regret. As a person, I’ve 
made mistakes; as a man, I’ve erred in my choic- 
es; as a father, I know I could’ve been more. 

To me that’s been life and I’m living it. I’m 
learning; but isn’t life forever teaching? 

I share with each of you my highs and lows, 
always in truth. What I cannot give physically, 
I offer mentally and emotionally. The eyes may 
never see, but the heart is never one to look away. 

They two of you are beautiful and each of you 
is my heart’s joy. I’ll be thinking of you all. Be 
safe and have fun. 


Forever home team, 
Love always, 

Dad (Leslie J. Gopher) 




CLASSIFIED ADS 



Get Out of Jail Fast! 


Call Myma Loy (954) 583-9119. Tribal 
dividends, MasterCard and Visa ac- 
cepted. 24 hours • Speedy Release • 
Professional Service 1128 N.W. 31st 
Avenue, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33311 
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In the Open Sky of the Everglades 

Set me in a breezy chickee with Gran’ma after all 
of life’s conflicts, in the open sky of the Everglades, 
where the clouds perform their poetry, amidst the 
swaying ballet of the sawgrass, the crystal shimmers 
on the black waters, a painting to become enchanted 
by, to never look away, the graceful birds in flight 
to heaven, to which the angels incorporate golden 
praises. Sacred fires glow within an ancient village, 


signifying the beauty which emanates from the heart. 
Oh, set me in a breezy chickee with Gran’ma after all 
of life’s conflicts, smiling and laughing in the morning 
joy, just like before, in the open sky of the Everglades, 
where the clouds perform their poetry, amidst the 
swaying ballet of the sawgrass. 

— Elgin Jumper 
September 3, 2009 


A Fool’s Words 

How does a fool give life to words a heart wishes to 
express? 

Of course I can print them, but even then they may 
appear empty nonetheless 

Beautiful, how this road of life has delivered my heart 
to you 

For we were both strangers in the year of ‘92 
Fortunate am I that once in a lifetime a princess is met 
I’ll thank you mom and Randall, but isn’t the Creator 
unique with the path for the two of us he set 
I doubt there’s anyone who understands me better to 
this day 

You’ve come quite a way from a shy little girl, with 
very little to say 

Do you remember how you’d call me “Les” when you 
were mad? 

Only for the night to fall, then you would come lay 
with me, “Dad” 

Proud am I to hear that word being spoken in your 
voice 

For me, just being a part of your life is a wonderful 
choice 

I’ve been working on this poem for a good minute 
I wish you could see my smile glow with every word 


I put in it 

Closing my eyes, our treasured our treasured memo- 
ries come alive 

Cherishing each and every one, keeping them forever 
close on the inside 

Vivid are you on a little green four-wheeler riding 
away 

Then there’s us two, you reeling in your first fish, hop- 
ing he don’t get away 

Blessed am I just to watch with the heart, for your 
beauty is all I’ll ever see 

Special you are, and magnificent you’ll always be 
You’ve created the feeling found in each word and in 
every line 

You’ve given me a key to escape from these hands of 
time 

In each day Kaylee, prepare for the next to come 
Happy birthday kiddo; be safe and have fun 
I love you no matter what, for “never” will there be a 
distance too great that this fool cannot give life to the 
words only “our” hearts can relate 

Happy birthday, 
Love always, 

Dad (Leslie J. Gopher) 


No Longer A Slave 

I walk away 
Not cuz I’m a coward 
But because I’m brave 
No longer a slave 
I’ve realized I can not win 
By falling alongside a meaningless taunt 
You scream 
I walk — 

You fight — 

You die — 

I cry 

You befriend me 


I cherish the bond 
I walk away 
Not cuz I’m a coward 
But because I’m brave 
No longer a slave 

Addiction has taught that life is hard as f*** 
But to learn from the past 
Is to teach one’s self 
How to enjoy tomorrow without regret 
I walk away 
Not cuz I’m a coward 
But because I’m brave 
No longer a slave 


— Markell Billie 


Bartering With a Story in 

‘Smoke Signals’ 

“During the 60s, Arnold Joseph was the perfect hip- 
pie,” Thomas explains, “because all the hippies were 
tryin’ to be Indians anyway.” A blue sky with white 
clouds beyond Thomas and Victor, the roof of the 
reverse-only Indian car cuts diagonal near the top left 
of the screen on the Coeur d’Alene Indian Reserva- 
tion in Idaho. Thomas’s eyes are closed and his hands 
are clasped together in front of him. Victor is look- 
ing much-perturbed, thinking about another Arnold 
Joseph, his recently-deceased father in Phoenix, 
Arizona, but Velma and Lucy are enthralled by the 
story. Thomas holds his arm up, palm outward, as if 
he is taking an oath. Victor shakes his head no. “...his 
hair in braids with red peace symbols splashed across 
his face like war paint,” Thomas continues, describing 
Arnold Joseph’s photo in Life magazine. Thomas says 
Arnold was holding a rifle above his head, just before 
he clashed with a National Guard private, where a 
demonstrator holds a sign which reads: “Make love, 


not war.” Victor is mean-spirited, already in Phoenix, 
Arizona. He’d rather not hear about his father’s arrest 
for attempted murder, plea-bargained down to assault 
with a deadly weapon, plea-bargained down to being 
an Indian in the 20th Century, nor his two years in 
Walla Walla. Thomas’s story passes the test and the 
two embark upon their journey. And so, WE SEE an 
extreme wide shot of backwards-driving car moving 
left to right across the screen, as deep green trees and 
hills kiss the light blue sky and grey-white clouds. 
On that rez, you can hear Randy, the disc jockey on 
K-REZ radio, as if he had just stormed and occupied 
Alcatraz Island with all kinds of tribes. As they get out 
of the backwards-driving car in ‘98, when the movie 
came out, talking about passports, vaccinations, and 
foreign countries, I was in a vicious downward spiral, 
praying for renewal. Yet, never had a movie like 
“Smoke Signals,” that is, a movie written, produced, 
directed by and exclusively starring Native Americans, 
been made before. 

— Elgin Jumper 
September 4, 2009 


Tell Me 

Tell me 

Tell me about the good life 
That Mr. Crenshaw used to preach about 
The one that’s in the book 
The one the television speaks about 
Tell me how my dad is doing 
Tell me how my mom is doing 
Tell me there’s still a rez 
Where every Indian has a braid in their hair 
Tell me everyday is jumpin’ like an old school cookout 
Or a 93 Tribal Fair 

Tell me that the whiskey still tastes as good 
As when we poured it out for it out 
For the fallen in every hood 
Tell me, do Pac and Biggie know any Com Dance 


songs 

Like we know their own 
Is SPD still sweatin’ every Seminole 
Outside their own homes 
Tell me do the old women still sew? 

And do the young still ball 
Tell me do you miss us like we miss you 
And if you can really see all 
Then forget this morning’s shower 
And what you thought you saw 
Naw 

Tell me, is the war chief Osceola short or tall? 

Tell me when my addiction will stall 
Tell me 

Tell me please, I gotta know 
Before my number’s called 

— Markell Billie 


The Richard the Third Portrayal 

A Seminole arrayed in turban, plume, and colorful 
Seminole regalia is channeling Richard the Third 
while he searches the stage for a horse, a horse. He 
knows he will give his entire kingdom for that horse. 
And rightfully so, for a horse will take him far away 
from all this drama. He pauses, reflects on war, on 
roses, on imperfections. “You know, it’s rather a 
struggle being a villain,” he remarks. “Perhaps a fleet 
horse, a painted war pony. Anything! Wild horses, 
perhaps, an Indian car, some kind of Crazy Horse 
horsepower galloping into the sunset.” Lo, in his 
hand a book of prayer, but is he a holy man? True 
ornaments, that’s the way to tell a true holy man. Ac- 
tually, he’s a bad guy whose seen his better days. And 
so, on the field of battle, enemy warriors enter the 
scene and make a pin-cushion of him with arrows. 

They exit. 



— Elgin Jumper 
September 2, 2009 
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SEMINOLE POLICE DEPT. 

Brighton Lights Up for National Night Out 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — The Brigh- 
ton community took a stand against 
crime Aug. 3 1 as they celebrated the 
second annual National Night Out to 
Prevent Crime event on the reserva- 
tion. 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida 
joined more than 15,000 commu- 
nities across the country to take a 
stand against crime in an effort to 
make neighborhoods a safer place. 

“It is a way to get the commu- 
nity and [Seminole Police] depart- 
ment on one page,” Sgt. Angela Co- 
mito said. 

National Night Out is a crime 
and drug prevention event that was 
started in 1984 by the National As- 
sociation of Town Watch. 

“Tonight is a little bit of aware- 
ness of how they can correct their 
homes and basically what they can 
do to protect themselves,” Comito 
said. “We’ve had a lot of burglaries 
in the recent months and we want 
them to be prepared.” 

With the theme “Let’s Prevent 
Crime Together,” Brighton residents 
and employees from Seminole Po- 
lice and Fire Rescue Departments 
enjoyed a spaghetti dinner prepared 
by Mary Jo Micco followed by a 
neighborhood walk where the com- 
munity took to the horseshoe lit up 
by porch lights to show their support 
for the national program. 

“It was different because it’s not 
something you normally do around 
here to walk around the block,” Miss 
Seminole Brittany Smith said. “It 
was interesting knowing how many 
people are out here in the commu- 


nity that are willing to be aware of 
what they need to do for their own 
safety.” 

After the walk, the Seminole 
Police Dept, held a raffle where they 
passed out giveaways that would 
help residents remain safe and pro- 
tected. Prizes included alarm sys- 
tems and motion sensor floodlights. 

Comito said community resi- 
dents need to be aware of anything 
out of the ordinary happening on the 
reservation. She also recommended 
taking simple steps such as locking 
their home and car doors, and secur- 
ing things in a shed to help prevent 
unwanted visitors. 

National Night Out is designed 
to help bring communities together 


and to strengthen their relationships 
while sending a message to crimi- 
nals that neighborhoods are fighting 
back. 

“It’s been a good experience,” 
Smith said about National Night 
Out. “It’s important for the Tribe so 
they know what they need to do to 
keep themselves safe and their chil- 
dren.” 

The Seminole Police Dept, is 
stepping up their patrol with offi- 
cers pulling 12 hour shifts. Tribal 
citizens should contact the Seminole 
Police Dept, if they have any ques- 
tions or concerns. The department 
can be reached seven days a week, 
24 hours a day at (866) 275-4847. 



Rachel Buxton 

Community members of all ages take a stand against crime at the neighborhood 
walk during the National Night Out event on the evening of Aug. 31. 


SPD Youth & Elder Welfare Unit 
Serves Seminole Tribal Citizens 


BY LT. JERRY MEISENHEIMER 
Contributing Writer 

[Editor’s Note: Jerry Meisenheimer is a lieuten- 
ant with the Seminole Police Dept. The opinions he ex- 
presses are his own. If you would like to ask a question, 
please write to jmeisenheimer@semtribe.com.] 

Recognizing that today’s youth are the future of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida, and that the elders are the 
ones who made that future possible, the Seminole Police 
Dept, has staff assigned to assist both of these groups. 

The members of the police department have always 
endeavored to serve the Tribe’s youth and elders by 
providing services to them like the youth-centric Drug 
Awareness Resistance Education program, commonly 
known as DARE, and the Are You OK, or RUOK Pro- 
gram, targeted towards seniors. 

However, over the past year, SPD has created a 
special unit just for Seminole children and seniors. The 
formal name of the group is the Youth and Elder Welfare 
Unit. 

It is divided between the south and the north. The 
south consists of the Hollywood, Big Cypress, and Im- 
mokalee Reservations, while the north covers Brighton, 
Fort Pierce and Tampa. 

Lieutenant Jerry Meisenheimer supervises both the 
south and north. The day to day operations of the unit 
are performed by Sergeant Angela Comito and her staff 
in the north, and Sergeant Bill Maynard and his staff in 
the south. Each of them has police officers, police ser- 
vices aides and a clerk reporting to them. 

Youth programs include mentoring teenagers by 
monitoring their progress in school and helping them 
get through the important early years of social devel- 
opment. Two certified school resource officers are sta- 
tioned at the Ahfachkee School in Big Cypress and at 
the Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School in Brighton. 
They not only are prevention officers, but also handle 
truancy issues and teach classes like DARE and the 
Gang Resistance Education and Training, or GREAT, 
Program. 

In addition, the Youth & Elder Welfare Unit staff 
frequently puts on presentations at Tribal preschools 
on the different reservations. They also assist Seminole 
Fire Rescue Dept, with programs that promote fire and 


safety issues. 

This past summer, SPD members attended the vari- 
ous youth conferences and camps put on by the Tribe. 
There they assisted with security and taught classes to 
the children and the parents. They also went along on 
several field trip events this summer. 

For several years now, Hollywood SPD has been 
very much involved with the Boys & Girls club on that 
reservation. 

Plans are under way to convert the Brighton gym to 
a haunted house again this year at Halloween. The of- 
ficers will also help keep the trick or treaters safe on the 
streets and will provide each one with a flashing light 
that can be seen by motorists. 

Although just in its formation stages, plans are un- 
derway to create an SPD Explorers Program for com- 
munity youth, ages 6-16. Anyone interested in knowing 
more about the program can contact Lt. Jerry Meisen- 
heimer at (863) 697-9577. 

In regard to the seniors, members of the Youth and 
Elder Welfare Unit accompany them on shopping trips 
and other outings. An SPD officer also travels along on 
senior trips to keep them safe and educated about the 
many dangers facing travelers today. 

On a daily basis, members of the unit also check 
on the wellbeing of seniors and their homes. A program 
called RUOK is in place to make personal contact with 
each senior everyday to be sure they are doing well. 
SPD staff members also frequent the Hot Meals loca- 
tions on each reservation to eat breakfast or lunch with 
the seniors. 

As soon as a Tribal citizen is transported to a hos- 
pital due to sickness or injury, a member of SPD checks 
on the patient’s condition, converses with relatives and 
provides whatever services are necessary to assist the 
family. 

In the event of a Tribal death, the Youth and Elder 
Welfare Unit offers family members help during their 
time of need. They also assist in providing police escort 
service for the funeral procession. 

These are just a few of the many functions of the 
SPD Youth and Elder Welfare Unit. If you have com- 
ments, suggestions, or wish to volunteer to assist, con- 
tact Sgt. Angela Comito (863) 634-1892 in the north or 
Sgt. Bill Maynard (954) 568-1647 in the south. 


Police Chief William Latchford Graduates 
Tallahassee Executive Seminar Program 


TALLAHASSEE — Nine- 
teen senior managers from the 42nd 
Chief Executive Seminar graduated 
on Aug. 13 from the Florida Crimi- 
nal Justice Executive Institute, in- 
cluding Seminole Police Dept. Chief 
William Latchford. 

The graduates represent crimi- 
nal justice agencies around the state 
who serve in a leadership role within 
their agency. 

The seminar met for one week 
each month for three months at the 
Florida Department of Law Enforce- 
ment’s (FDLE) Headquarters in Tal- 
lahassee. Graduates took classes on 
topics such as succession planning, 
ethics, and implementing strategic 
change, and were required to com- 
plete an independent study to exam- 


ine a contemporary criminal justice 
issue. 

The goal of the Chief Execu- 
tive Seminar is to prepare Florida’s 
Criminal Justice leadership for the 
challenging and changing demands 
of the future. Class participants 
study trends and events that may 
affect criminal justice professionals 
and our state and develop new lead- 
ership skills to address and manage 
the changes that lie ahead. 

The Florida Criminal Justice 
Executive Institute, established by 
the Florida Department of Law En- 
forcement and affiliated with the 
Florida University System, was es- 
tablished in 1 990 by the Florida Leg- 
islature, which recognized the need 
for an innovative and multifaceted 


approach to educating and training 
criminal justice professionals. 
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SPD Chief William Latchford 


SPD Available for Drug Awareness Presentations 


The Seminole Police Dept. Street Crimes Unit now 
offers Drug Awareness Presentations to the Seminole 
Tribal citizens and departments. 

Topics include: Why people use drugs, Early warn- 
ing signs of use, Methods of treatment, Negative effects 
on the human body and Drug identification. 


Any Tribal citizen or department head who would 
like to schedule a presentation, please contact one of the 
Sgt. Scott Goodman, (863) 763-5731 for Tampa, Brigh- 
ton and Ft. Pierce, and Sgt. Jarret Romanello, (954) 967- 
5100 for Hollywood, Big Cypress and Immokalee. 
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SPD Citizens Police Academy Completes 
Third Week in Ten Week Series 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 

Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD In week 
three of a 10-week series, the Semi- 
nole Police Dept. (SPD) discussed 
the topics of street crimes, citizen 
complaints and K-9 units at the 
Community Center on Aug. 27. 

“These meetings are critically 
important to fight crimes in this 
community,” SPD Hollywood Street 
Crimes Division Sgt. Jarret Ro- 
manello said. 


As a two year unit within SPD, 
the Street Crimes Division covers 
the Big Cypress and Immokalee 
Reservations specializing in elimi- 
nating the use and distribution of 
narcotics, contraband and controlled 
substances on reservation lands. 

According to Romanello, there 
are more than 30 active drug cases 
being investigated this year, close 
to 200 confirmed drug dealers in 
the SPD system and a 20 percent 
increase in prescription drug over- 
doses in certain areas. 

One targeted problem for atten- 
tion has been in gang-related activi- 
ties. 

“We have put a lot of emphasis 
on gang members because they are 
so dangerous in the communities,” 
he pointed out. 

To help aid the unit in the in- 
telligence gathering process, Ro- 
manello said office briefings, e-mail, 
phone and community source agen- 


cies and computer intelligence files 
are also important. 

“I think it is a great thing and 
it is allowing the community to see 
what the officers do and how they do 
things,” said Tribal citizen Charles 
Hiers Jr., a first time series attendee, 
“Our people need to get more 
involved and get to know these peo- 
ple,” Hiers added. “We have a great 
advantage that we can get to know 
them. They are here for us.” 

Hollywood Road Patrol Super- 


vising Sgt. Leonard Noonan gave 
information and tips on citizen com- 
plaints as well as citizen and officer 
relations. 

“The unfortunate thing is that 
most people only have contact with 
a police officer in a negative situa- 
tion,” Noonan said. 

He revealed that the biggest 
complaints on SPD officers and staff 
are rudeness or discourteous behav- 
ior and traffic complaints. 

Once a complaint is filed the 
process includes assigning the com- 
plaint, which is based on supervisory 
inquiries on minor allegations or an 
internal affairs investigation involv- 
ing serious allegations as well as a 
complaint notification, and complet- 
ing the actual investigation. 

Officer Jack Morgan of the SPD 
Brighton K-9 Narcotics Detection 
Unit closed out the evening discuss- 
ing the specifics of K-9 protection 
and its origins. His canine partner of 


four months, Cali, also made an ap- 
pearance. 

As a seven year unit within the 
SPD, the K-9 division services the 
Big Cypress Reservation in the area 
of narcotics detection, as well as the 
Hollywood reservation with bomb- 
ing and explosives detection. 

Morgan said dogs have always 
been a central part of his home and 
family life growing up so the tran- 
sition and opportunity to work with 
them came naturally. 

“I have always had dogs and 
cannot remember not having one in 
my life,” Morgan explained. “Early 
on I was just amazed that I could 
hide somewhere in the woods and 
a dog could actually come and find 
me.” 

He stressed that trust remains 
pivotal in a good working relation- 
ship admitting, “If your dog does 
not trust you then they are not going 
to work for you.” 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Brighton SPD K-9 Officer Jack Morgan 
practices search techniques using a 
tennis ball with partner, Cali. 




Tampa SPD Sgt. Al Signore (R) 


Chris C. Jenkins 

prevention at the Citizens Police Academy on Sept. 3. 


Police Academy Week Four Concludes 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — In week four of the ongoing 
Seminole Police Dept. Citizens Police Academy series, 
officers discussed the topics of Crime Prevention and 
the Youth and Elder Unit at the Hollywood Community 
Center Sept. 3. 

SPD Sgt. Al Signore of Tampa Crime Prevention 
Division started off the evening with an introduction 
and history of crime prevention. 

“It all started out years ago in England in 1729 with 
the principal of stopping crime,” Signore said. “To me it 
is about educating on how to protect yourself and your 
property.” 

He said it is a concept which developed in the Unit- 
ed States in the 1960s gaining momentum and popular- 
ity in the 1980s and is known as a pattern of attitudes 
and behaviors directed at reducing the threat of crime 
and enhancing a sense of safety and security in com- 
munities. 

As a 40-year veteran of law enforcement, Signore 
has spent the last decade with the Tribe emphasizing 
several areas of crime prevention including residence 
and commercial safety inspecting, identity theft preven- 
tion and new building inspections. 

Some of the tips for protecting the home he offered 
included making sure outside doors and frames are sol- 
id, 1.75” metal or hardwood, trimming any bushes or 
trees that hide doors or windows and keeping ladders in- 


side the home and not hiding spare keys under the door 
mat or in a flowerpot. 

Some tips for protecting personal information if lost 
or stolen include closing credit card and bank accounts 
immediately, contacting the three major consumer credit 
companies — Equifax, Experian and TransUnion — to 
place fraud alerts on credit reports and replacing driv- 
er’s licenses and other important government issues 
documents such as passports. 

“I liked it all,” Tribal citizen Hannah Billie said. 
“The crime prevention part has always held an interest 
for me.” 

Officers of the SPDs Youth and Elder Unit also 
spoke about the one year program created by Seminole 
Police Dept. Chief William Latchford. 

According to its mission statement the unit also 
serves to strengthen the relationship between the police 
department, Tribal elders and youth. 

“This unit and the police department have brought 
the community together,” Hollywood Seminole Police 
Department Youth and Elder Unit Officer Robert Betz 
said. “One of the main goals of creating this unit has 
been getting people in the community on the same page. 
Our consistency is one of the main keys.” 

The many functions of the unit include providing 
welfare checks on seniors to ensure their safety no matter 
the location, assisting with funerals and arrangements, 
developing relationships with Tribal youth through vari- 
ous programs, assisting seniors in their daily functions 
and activities and creating a strong, positive relationship 
within the Tribal communities. 



Naji Tobias 

(L-R) Chynna Villarreal, Eyanna Billie, Dayra Koenes and Thomlynn Billie, all 9 years old, at the Aug. 31 event. 


Community Comes Together for 


National Night Out Event 

BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 


BIG CYPRESS — Barry Dodge, a lieutenant 
with the Seminole Police Dept. (SPD), had a message 
for the participants who attended the National Night 
Out to Prevent Crime event, held in the gym on Aug. 
31. 

“Our main goal is to stop crime in this commu- 
nity and make the area a better place,” Lt. Dodge said. 
“We’re very proud at SPD to be working with your 
community and part of your family.” 

SPD, in collaboration with the Seminole Fire Res- 
cue Dept., the Big Cypress Boys & Girls Club and the 
Big Cypress Recreation Dept., made sure the function, 
held for the first time at Big Cypress, had a family feel 
to it. 

National Night Out to Prevent Crime, scheduled 
nationwide for Aug. 4, was set to be held on Aug. 3 1 
at all of the Seminole Reservations — Big Cypress, 
Brighton, Ft. Pierce, Hollywood, Immokalee, Naples 
and Tampa. 

The Big Cypress Reservation took advantage of a 
few initiatives from the national event, which centers 
on strengthening the community in the form of youth 
activities, cookouts and friendly visits from law en- 
forcement officers, to name just a few. 

With food and drinks in great supply, participants 
were treated to a K-9 officer demonstration, presented 
by SPD. 

Officer Carlin Coleman ordered his canine partner, 
7-month-old Glory, to sniff three cardboard boxes so 
the attendees could see which one of those boxes had 
a training aid in it. The training aid was intended to 
mimic the dog sniffing out narcotic drugs, and Glory’s 
ability to do so wowed the audience. After sniffing it 
out the canine received a golf ball reward for his work. 


“When Glory smells the odor of a narcotic, she’ll 
sit and stare at the source,” Coleman explained. “That 
represents the presence of the odor she’s smells. It’s 
just a game to Glory; that’s what she likes to play.” 

Then it was on to a game of quickball, a relatively 
new sport that promotes hand-eye coordination and 
speed. Developed by Cal Ripken Jr., a Major League 
Baseball Hall of Famer, the sport is geared toward 
keeping youngsters active. 

With one pitch and one swing, many of the Na- 
tional Night Out participants, who consisted of chil- 
dren and adults, took part in the fun. 

“Baseball can become a stationary sport,” said 
Thommy Doud of the Boys & Girls Club. “When you 
play quickball, you constantly move around. It’s a 
great workout for those who play.” 



Naji Tobias 

SPD Officer Carlin Coleman and his canine partner, Carly, 
perform a sniffing drill in which the dog locates evidence. 
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Rachel Buxton 

Tribal elder Bobby Henry leads a traditional stomp dance in the Indian Day festivities held at Chupco’s Youth Ranch on the Ft. Pierce Reservation on Sept. 12. 


Indian Day Kicks Off in Ft. Pierce 


BY RA CHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

FT. PIERCE — Indian Day got kicked off a bit early on Sept. 12 as the Ft. 
Pierce community held their annual Indian Day celebration at Chupco’s Youth 
Ranch on the Ft. Pierce Reservation. 

Complete with a D.J. and all, the Ft. Pierce Reservation rolled out the red 
carpet for an event bringing Tribal citizens from all reservations together. 

“We are here kicking it off in Ft. Pierce and we are delighted to be the 
opening act,” Ft. Pierce Liaison Sally R. Tommie said. 

The day prior, the Ft. Pierce community began their festivities with their 
first ever Indian Day fishing tournament and pool tournament, where men and 
women competed for the top place. 

A 5k walk followed the next day leading into the grand celebration. 

“We are rocking out here in Ft. Pierce,” Hollywood/Ft. Pierce Tribal Coun- 
cil Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. said. “We’re celebrating a day that should be every 
day. The non-Indians call it Indian Day, we call it a good day.” 

The day consisted of many traditional Seminole activities including log 
peeling, archery and the very competitive horseshoes. 

“I don’t peel a log everyday; I don’t make frybread everyday; I don’t make 
sofkee everyday,” Liaison Tommie said. “A lot of activities we have going on 


today are reminiscent of the days of when we didn’t have all the luxuries that 
we share today.” 

Shamy Tommie put on woodcarving demonstrations to all interested, while 
Brighton’s Lorene Gopher demonstrated how to make frybread. 

Tampa residents shared their native skills as well with Herbert Jim and 
Bobby Henry leading a group in a traditional stomp dance. 

Men, women and children of all ages dressed in their traditional and mod- 
em garments for the ever-so-popular clothing contest. 

The Ft. Pierce community didn’t let a little rainy weather dampen their 
celebration as the local reservation band Bird Clan took the stage to perform, 
opening up for Native vocal artist Martha Redbone. 

“The overall feeling is just being joyful, cheerful and happy,” Ft. Pierce 
resident Dean Stokes said. “The settlers couldn’t be here to see what we had 
to go through so it’s a big ordeal for me and my family to see this day happen 
every year.” 

The children were kept occupied throughout the day with carnival rides, a 
giant slide and a face painting booth. 

Lunch and dinner were provided by Ft. Pierce resident Mary Tommie who 
included some traditional delicacies. 

“We’ve fulfilled the vision of our elders,” Rep. Osceola said. “Our elders 
saved this Tribe and today you see the fruits of their vision.” 


Complete Indian Day Coverage Section E 


Tribal, Local Officials Advise Student Council Hopefuls 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Potential future leaders of the 
Tribe stayed after school at Pemayetv Emahakv Sept. 
28 to listen to Tribal and local offi- 
cials speak about the importance and 
dedication it takes to run for an office 
position, such as Student Council. 

“This is a good opportunity to 
get some good knowledge,” said 
Principal Russell Brown. 

Brighton Tribal Council Rep. 

Andrew Bowers Jr. spoke to students 
about what it means to be in office. 

“What you do as a representa- 
tive is talk about ideas,” Rep. Bow- 
ers said. 

Rep. Bowers said the most im- 
portant thing about running for office 
is speaking to the people and really 
having the passion to change things. 

“You have to be able to talk 
good enough and really want to 
change things,” Rep. Bowers said. 

“We have to be good people to be 
good leaders.” 

Brighton Board of Directors 
Rep. Johnnie Jones Sr. started his 
speech to the children by asking any- 
one who was considering running for 
Student Council to raise their hands. 

“All of you should raise your 


hands because one day all of you may be our leaders,” 
Rep. Jones said. 

Rep. Jones also emphasized the importance of 
teamwork. 

“You’re only one person,” he said. “You got to get 


the whole team behind you.” 

He encouraged the students to work together to 
help make their team stronger. 

Glades County Superintendent of Schools Wayne 
Aldrich was the last official to speak to the students. 

Aldrich focused his speech to the 
students on his knowledge of cam- 
paigning for office. 

“Campaigning is the toughest 
part,” Aldrich said. “The best way to 
campaign is door-to-door [and talk- 
ing] to one another.” 

Aldrich encouraged students to 
make signs and campaign literature 
telling the student body what they 
are willing to do if they make it into 
office. 

Aldrich also reminded students 
that Election Day is very important 
when it comes to campaigning. 

“On Election Day you don’t 
give up,” Aldrich stressed. “Cam- 
paign up until the very end.” 

Aldrich left the students with 
a final thought that summed up all 
three officials’ speeches. 

“If you are going to run for an 
office, you have to have a reason 
and purpose,” he said. 

Elections for Pemayetv Ema- 
hakv Student Council took place 
Oct. 14. 



Tribal Pioneer 
Rev. Frank Billie’s 
Legacy Lives On 

BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — With the passing of Seminole Tribe 
founding father Rev. Frank Billie on Sept. 23, the Seminole 
people celebrated the life of a leader who had tremendous im- 
pact on their existence in South Florida. He was instrumental 
in laying the groundwork that mapped the road to the future 
for the Seminole Tribe. 

Billie was bom into the Wind Clan on July 11, 1913 at 
An-tooch-cho-koo-lee Island, in what is now a portion of the 
Everglades National Park near the Collier/Dade County line. 

The son of Ingraham Billie Sr. and his wife, Effie Tiger 
Billie, he came from a line of strong men and women who 
had used their influence to lead their people and attend to 
their spiritual needs. 

Frank Billie’s life paralleled a new era that affected the 
lives of all South Floridians. Following the Seminole Wars, 
his ancestors had derived a meager existence by living off 
the land in isolated areas while avoiding interaction with the 
encroaching white population with the exception of a few 
trading posts. 

During his early years, the main method of travel for the 
Billie family was dugout canoes and on foot overland dur- 
ing the dry season. He was a young man at the time of the 
construction of the Tamiami Trail, which opened the Ever- 
glades to cross state travel and encouraged developers to be- 
gin draining the swamplands. 

With the coming of the trail, Billie witnessed an econom- 
ic change that would forever affect his homeland. Families 

Please see BILLIE on page 2A 


Tampa Mayor, Tribal 
Citizens Dedicate 
Native Art Sculpture 

BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

TAMPA — Tribal citizens and Tampa community lead- 
ers joined Tampa Mayor Pam Iorio at Cotanchobee Fort 
Brooke Park on Sept. 22 for a sculpture dedication. 

The stainless steel structure titled “Ceremonial Space” 
honors all past and present Native Americans who have im- 
pacted Tampa Bay’s history. The piece was designed and cre- 
ated by artist Bob Haozous of the Warm Springs Chiricahua 
Apache Tribe of Oklahoma. 

More than six years ago, the city of Tampa broke ground 
and dedicated what is known as Cotanchobee Fort Brooke 
Park to the Seminole Tribe and their ancestors who fought in 
the Seminole Wars on that very location. Translated, cotan- 
chobee means “where the big water meets the land.” 

“This is a symbol of the past,” Mayor Iorio said referring 
to the ceremonious structure. “Isn’t this the perfect place, on 
the water’s edge where settlers came centuries ago; on the 
water’s edge adjacent to the Tampa Bay History Center that 
tells the stories of our beginnings?” 

Haozous’ “Ceremonial Space” is a 15’ 6” stainless steel 
structure that took more than one and a half years to com- 
plete. 

The artist designed it to represent branches of a cypress 
tree stationed at the four cardinal directions. Each also corre- 
sponds to the culturally-appropriate color; yellow for the east, 
red for the north, black for the west, and white for the south. 

Haozous also said the idea for the art piece came from 
the concept of presenting a unified space for people of all 

Please see SCULPTURE on page 2A 


Tribal Council 
Meets at New Trail 
Field Office 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

TRAIL — The Tribal Council convened on the Trail 
Reservation for their first meeting at the new Petties Osceola 
Sr. Field Office on Sept. 23. They passed 53 resolutions on 
the agenda including: 

Resolution 28: First Amendment to the 22nd annual 
Work Plan submitted to the South Florida Water Management 
District by the Seminole Tribe of Florida; 

Resolution 29: U.S. Department of the Interior Bureau 
of Indian Affairs Water Resource Management Planning and 
Predevelopment Program application for the funding for the 
Big Cypress and Brighton Seminole Indian Reservations; 

Resolution 30: Grant application to the U.S. Environ- 
mental Protection Agency for funds for the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida Water Pollution Control Program; 

Resolution 3 1 : Approval of the Title V FY 2010 Funding 
Agreement with the agreement with the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services, Indian Health Service under P.L. 
106-260 Title V of the Indian Self-Determination and Educa- 

Please see COUNCIL on page 2A 
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viding for his family, Billie led one of 
the first movements to set up perma- 
nent homes at the newly established 
Big Cypress Reservation. Seeking em- 
ployment, he frequently took his fam- 
ily and neighbors to temporary home 
sites while building roads for the Bu- 
reau of Indian Affairs (BIA). 

Because of a lack of Tribal gov- 
ernment, BIA Commissioner Kenneth 
Marmon appointed Billie, Johnny Cy- 
press and Henry Osceola as spokesper- 
sons for the residents of Big Cypress. 

Billie was one of the first cattle 
owners in Big Cypress and had an eco- 
nomic stake in the development of the 
reservation cattle program. In the early 
1950s, severe flooding created a mas- 
sive problem for Brighton Reservation 
and its surrounding neighbors. 

Without Tribal government or 
funding, the Seminoles were power- 
less in their efforts to deal with the 
problems that confronted them and 
had no control over their own finances. 

Washington was placing pressure 
upon legislators to terminate the Flor- 
ida Indians and assimilate them into 
local society. Billie became a member 
of a coalition to thwart these efforts 


(Third from Left) Frank Billie and his family had moved from their remote home in the Everglades by the mid 1930s and were living in the village of his 
grandmother, Mokee Tiger, on the Tamiami Trail, where they could sell their crafts to tourists. 


Cypress New Testament Baptist Church. Even- 
and organize a government and corporation with tually, he began making missionary trips to the 


i constitution and by-laws that would establish Tamiami Trail and Oklahoma spreading the Gos- 
sovereignty. pel. 

Upon the signing of the Constitution in 1957 


On Aug. 21, 1957, Billie became the first 
and ratification of the Articles of Incorporation, president of the Board of Directors. However, 


the Seminole Tribe of Florida was established. At strenuous travel requirements and the remote lo- 
the time of his death, he was the last living signer cation of Big Cypress with limited access to Hol- 


of the Constitution, which guaranteed a future for lywood, he later resigned. 


the Seminole people. 


A strong advocate of education, Billie lobbied 


On Dec. 25, 1947, Oklahoma missionary for adequate teaching facilities at Big Cypress and 
Stanley Smith was instrumental in converting Bil- encouraged future generations to arm themselves 


lie to Christianity, which carried him down a new with knowledge in preparation for governing then- 
path of leadership. In the years that followed, he affairs. 


became a Baptist minister and established the Big Rev. Frank Billie’s legacy lives on. 


BILLIE 

From page 1A 


moved their entire villages to the side of the high- 
way to take advantage of the tourist trade that 
would provide them with a market for their arts 
and crafts. 

Automobiles were reshaping the Florida life- 
style and Billie saw vast changes taking place as 
his relatives attempted to adapt to the 20th cen- 
tury. Realizing that survival required adjusting to 
the new environment, Billie became a mechanic 
and learned how to operate heavy equipment. 

Attempting to preserve his culture while pro- 


Judy Weeks 

Frank Billie shares memories with his granddaughter, 
Betty Cypress King, in 2007 amid photos depicting 
some of his life achievements. 


(L-R) Rex Quinn, L. Mike Osceola, Frank Billie, Jackie Willie, Bill Osceola, John Henry Gopher, Billy 
Osceola and Jimmie O’Toole Osceola were members of the constitution and charter committee that 
established the Seminole Tribe of Florida in 1957. 


Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Ingram Billie Jr., Frank Billie and Wanda Billie share a 2008 
Christmas dinner on the Miccosukee Reservation. 


Photo courtesy of the Stanley Hanson Collection 

In 1937, 24-year-old Frank Billie moved with his family to the Big Cypress Reser- 
vation and made it his permanent residence. 




SCULPTURE 

From page 1A 


backgrounds with a place to build lasting re- 
lationships. 

“I thought, ‘Why not create a lodge that 
asks the local indigenous people to come and 
talk, not in anger, not with economic goals; 
just to have a dialogue,’ ” Haozous said. 

“Ceremonial Space” is located on Tam- 
pa’s Riverwalk at a cenotaph, which is a 
memorial site honoring lives lost. In years 
past, many battles in Florida were fought at 
the site. 

“It’s a reminder; don’t forget your past 
- it offers unity,” Tampa Liaison Richard 
Henry said. 

The structure was years in the making. 
Because of the rising price of steel in the 
U.S., Haozous had to put his project aside. 

“For five years, I gave up,” Haozous 
recalled. 

Now residing next to the Tampa Bay 
History Center on the Hillsborough River, 
runners, walkers or just passersby can enjoy 
the work of art. 

“This is a beautiful place that keeps 
growing and growing,” Tampa elder Bobby 
Henry said. 

Once a site that was revered with sad 
memories in Seminole history, Contachobee 
Fort Brooke Park and the sculpture Ceremo- 
nial Space now resemble a peaceful relation- 


Rachel Buxton 

Builder Bob Haozous created the steel structure “Ceremonial Space” in the hopes of bringing peo- 
ple together. 


ship between Natives and non-natives. 

“ft goes back to the basic concept 
of being responsible for the future and 
[using] the past as guidance,” Hao- 
zous said. 


Rachel Buxton 


Rachel Buxton 


Tampa community members (L-R) Herbert Jim, Bobby Henry, Jackie Smith and Tampa Liaison (L-R) Tampa Mayor Pam lorio shares a few words with 
Richard Henry with Apache artist Bob Haozous. Bobby Henry. 


COUNCIL 
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tion Act (ISDEAA); 

Resolution 32: Engagement letter for 
audit of the Seminole Tribe of Florida 401k 
Plan for the calendar year from Jan. 1, 2009 
through Dec. 31, 2009; 

Resolution 33: Engagement letter for 
audits of the financial statements for the 
seven Tribal gaming facilities for the fiscal 
year ended Sept. 30, 2009; 

Resolution 41: Bitner Goodman, Inc., 
services agreement for the Seminole Tribe 


of Florida; 

Resolution 42: Approval of agreement 
with Redman Builders, Inc., for the im- 
provements to Seminole Police Department 
in the Hollywood Seminole Indian Reserva- 
tion; 

Resolution 43: Approval of agreement 
with Redman Builders, Inc., for the Ahfach- 
kee School roof repair; 

Resolution 65: Ford Motor Credit Com- 
pany Indian Tribal Government Lease Pur- 
chase Agreement No. 49990 as amended by 
schedule 499060: limited wavier of sover- 
eign immunity. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida Chairman Billy Cypress (Left, Seated) with Seminole Tribe 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress (Center, Seated) and other members of the Tribal Council in between 
meeting sessions Sept. 23 on the Trail Reservation. 


Council Holds Special Session Meeting 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

TRAIL — Following the regular ses- 
sion meeting, held Sept. 23 at the Petties 
Osceola Sr. Trail Field Office, the Tribal 
Council met for a special session. They 
passed five resolutions on the agenda in- 
cluding: 

Resolution 4: Ratification of the for- 
mation of Seminole Taft Street Properties, 
LLC, and 6365 Taft, LLC; authority to ex- 
ecute operating agreements for Seminole 
Taft Street Properties, LLC, and 6365 Taft 


Street, LLC, authority to execute sub-recip- 
ient agreements 

Resolution 5: Approval of Seminole 
Taft Street Properties, LLC, to purchase the 
property located at 6363 Taft Street, Holly- 
wood, Fla.; 

Resolution 6: Approval of Seminole 
Taft Street Properties, LLC, to purchase the 
property located at 6365 Taft Street, Holly- 
wood, Fla.; 

Resolution 7: Termination and buyout 
of sublease agreement - Hollywood Reser- 
vation. 
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Rachel Buxton 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress welcomes guests, including 
members of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, to the Tribe’s 
Lakeland property. 


Bureau of Indian 
Affairs Visits 
Seminole Tribe 

BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

LAKELAND, Fla. — Members of the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs (BIA) met with Tribal officials and the 
Tampa community Oct. 8 at the Lakeland property for 
a ground’s tour and better look at the Tribe’s proposed 
trust property and application. 

“Instead of just looking at the trust application as 
paper form they are going to have the chance to see it 
on the ground and experience it,” Real Estate Dept. Di- 
rector Fred Hopkins said. “It just makes it much better 
for them when they are reviewing it.” 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress, along with the BIA 
representatives, toured the property to see the pasture- 
land, woodlands and wetlands that the 792 acre land is 
comprised of. 

Upon arrival, Brighton/Tampa Tribal Council 
Rep. Andrew Bowers Jr. welcomed the Tampa com- 
munity to the very important meeting. 

“I know you are eager to get back into the woods 
yourself,” Rep. Bowers said. “Hopefully one day with 
these gentlemen’s help we’ll get that done and be back 
together.” 

Hopkins conducted a presentation providing in- 
formation about the land and the Tribe’s future goal 
for it — to one day be the home of the Tampa reser- 
vation. The preliminary plans for the property include 
151 1-acre, single family residential sites. Hopkins 
said currently 77 families with 160 family members 
make up the Tampa community. 

“This is the future home for the younger genera- 
tions coming up as well as us today,” Chairman Cy- 
press said. 

BIA Eastern Regional Director Franklin Keel 
reassured the community he and his staff will do ev- 
erything they possibly can to make this reservation a 
reality. 

“It’s wonderful and I congratulate the Tribe for 
wanting to do this for their Tribal members,” Keel 
said. “What is good for Indian citizens is also good for 
the other citizens of the state.” 

The next step for the Seminole Tribe is to await 
approval from the BIA. 

“We’re hoping that because this is non-gaming re- 
lated it will be a much more expedited process,” Hop- 
kins said. 

If the BIA approves the trust application, owner- 
ship will be conveyed to the U.S. government on be- 
half of the Seminole Tribe and the Tribe will be free to 
begin building their new Tampa reservation. 

“Now they are going to come back together as a 
big family,” Chairman Cypress said in reference to the 
Tampa community. 


First Baptist Seminole Indian Church Nears Completion 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — Immokalee Tribal Council Liaison Elaine Aguilar said she 
is happy about the progress of a new Seminole church facility. 

Tentatively called the Immokalee First Baptist Seminole Indian Church, Li- 
aison Aguilar’s initiative is getting closer to its completion. She said the new Im- 
mokalee church will open its doors sometime in December. 

The church building project, which began in November 2008, however, expe- 
rienced some alterations in the process. 

According to Liaison Aguilar, the church’s seating capacity was supposed to 
be at 350. But when she took a closer look at the church facilities on the Big Cy- 
press and Hollywood reservations, a shift in plans took place. 

With a planned seating capacity now down to 150, which Liaison Aguilar said 
is about the same for most of the churches on the other reservations, a fellowship 
hall construction was birthed as a result of the change in plans. 

The church, along with the fellowship hall, began its actual construction on 



Naji Tobias 


Construction of the interior of the Immokalee First Baptist Seminole Indian Church nears 
completion with the building scheduled to open its doors sometime in December. 


March 1. Liaison Aguilar said Big Cypress/Immokalee Tribal Council Rep. David 
Cypress agreed on the revisions. 

“David Cypress and I sat down and made it smaller,” Liaison Aguilar said of 
the church. “I was looking at the other reservations and their churches don’t have 
that many seats available. Big Cypress and Hollywood have more Tribal members 
than we do here at Immokalee. They’ve managed to do well with the church sizes 
they have.” 

Rep. Cypress and Liaison Aguilar tapped David Nunez, president of Seminole 
Design, to directly oversee the construction of the church and fellowship hall. 

The church is measured at approximately 7,000 square feet, while the fellow- 
ship hall is being built at about 3,700 square feet, according to Nunez. 

“It’s fitting to have a Seminole Tribal member come and actually construct a 
Seminole church,” Nunez said. “It’s such and honor for David and Elaine to select 
me to take this project on.” 

“Elaine is the reason why we’re standing here right now,” Nunez added. “She 
picked the project up and got it into the right hands. It was her calling and it has 
all worked out.” 


Checkpoints Implemented on Hollywood Reservation 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Hollywood Reservation 
took the necessary steps to ensure the safety and welfare 
of the community on Oct. 1 . 

As part of a Tribal Council initiative, led by Hol- 
lywood Tribal Council Rep. Max Osceola Jr. and orga- 
nized through the Seminole Police Dept., the north side 
of Tribal lands along North 64th Avenue will now have 
24-hour checkpoints in place. 

“This community has been talking about this the 
last three to four years,” Rep. Osceola said. “It is about 
having a piece of mind and tranquility. I look at it as a 
secure place and now home is home.” 

There are currently three checkpoint areas installed 
on the road, one at Josie Billie Avenue and North 64th 
Avenue, North 33rd Street and 64th Avenue, and North 
39th Street and 64th Avenue. 

Before the closure, North 64th Avenue was often 
used as a cut through or short-cut road for the general 
public and Tribal employees traveling between the ma- 
jor roads of Sheridan Street and Stirling Road. Traffic 
has now been rerouted along the major roads of State 
Road 7/US 441and University Drive. 

“If any criminal element has the thought of commit- 
ting any act, this will definitely help deter them,” said 
Seminole Police Dept. Chief William Latchford. 

“We have gotten a lot of feedback,” Latchford add- 
ed. “There is not much traffic as a result now; families 
feel safer and feel that they can let their kids out to play 
and do things around the community.” 

“This also opens up the doors for us as a staff to 



Naji Tobias 

(L-R) Seminole Design president David Nunez and Immokalee Tribal Council Liaison Elaine Aguilar stand on the grounds of Immokalee First Baptist Seminole Indian Church. The grand 
opening is tentatively scheduled for December. 



Naji Tobias 

Construction of the Immokalee First Baptist Seminole Indian Church has made steady 
progress since March 1. The church will be able to accommodate 150 congregants. 



Rachel Buxton 

Real Estate Dept. Director Fred Hopkins discusses the many 
aspects of the Lakeland property using a map of the land. 



really get to know the community better,” Latchford 
concluded. 

Rep. Osceola said the project has gained momen- 
tum over time due to random acts of theft, unwelcomed 
traffic and loitering on the reservation. He said the unfa- 
vorable publishing and depictions of the Tribe through 
mainstream newspapers and television have made 
checkpoints necessary. 

“There are some Tribal 
members that feel they are 
being held in but I have said 
to them ‘Look at it this way, 
we are not holding you in, we 
are keeping them out,’ ” Rep. 

Osceola explained. 

As a victim of theft in the 
past, Tribal senior and long- 
time Hollywood Reservation 
resident Paul “Cowbone” 

Buster said he is adjusting, but 
remains in support of the idea. 

“It is a getting used to 
stage for me,” Buster said. “I 
am getting used to it all. It is a 
little of an inconvenience but it 
is good for us seniors.” 

“When it is all said and 
done I really have no com- 
plaints,” he continued. “What 
[the Tribal] Council has done 
is just protecting us and I am 
grateful for SPD and what they 
do also, I appreciate it all.” 


Chief Latchford urged Tribal citizens to contact 
SPD should they have any questions about the check- 
points. 

“We are excited to assist the community in this and 
any requests or questions citizens have they can defi- 
nitely call us or stop by the checkpoint areas,” he said. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

SPD Police Service Aide Chekesha Graham takes down information from a visitor at one of 
three new checkpoints along North 64th Avenue on the Hollywood Reservation. 
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(L-R) Fifth graders Deiondra Burt, Tracy Cypress and Josie Osceola perform the 1970s 
disco hit “Le Freak” at the Grandparents’ Day celebration, held Sept. 11 at the Mic- 
cosukee Indian School. 


Miccosukee School Students 
Celebrate Grandparents at Show 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

TRAIL — Students and 
faculty of the Miccosukee Indian 
School celebrated their grand- 
parents through music Sept. 1 1 . 

As part of National Grand- 
parents Day, more than 250 par- 
ents and family members gath- 
ered for the annual event in the 
Administrative Building Audito- 
rium. 

With the theme Disco Daze, 
the head start through fifth grade 
students and school staff per- 
formed some of the 1970s’ best 
disco songs. The yearly Grand- 
parents Day event has become 
a tradition spanning more than a 
decade. 

“We like doing this every 
year to, of course, honor the 
grandparents and families,” said 
Miccosukee Indian School As- 
sistant Principal Barbara Clark. 

“The kids have also become a lot 
less shy in performing than they 
used to be. The grandparents like 
coming because we cater to them “It was nice seeing all the young kids and getting 

and it is all meant to be a really fun day for families to together with the other grandparents,” Huggins ex- 
enjoy.” plained. “I like the shows and they are entertaining. I 

Tribal citizen and grandfather of 10, Norman Hug- have been watching them every year and it is a different 
gins had five grandsons perform throughout the day. He theme also so it is really good.” 
said he enjoys the shows each year. Huggins’ grandchildren also enjoyed the special 

day. 

“It was all nice and fun 
to watch,” seventh grader 
and granddaughter, Kailyn, 
added. “I see my grandpar- 
ents a lot and I am glad they 
have a day to be honored. 
I enjoy spending time with 
them.” 

The idea for a National 
Grandparents Day originat- 
ed from housewife Marian 
McQuade of Fayette Coun- 
ty, W.V. McQuade said her 
main motivation was to 
support the lonely elderly 
in many of the nursing 
homes in her city, her state, 
and throughout the nation. 
She explained she also 
hoped to persuade grand- 
children to tap the wisdom 
and heritage their grand- 
parents could provide. 

In 1978, then President 
Jimmy Carter declared that 
National Grandparents Day 
would be celebrated every 
Chris c. Jenkins year on the first Sunday 
Norman Huggins (R) with grandson, Lucas, at the show. The grandfather of 10 had five grand- a ^ r Labor Day across the 
sons perform in the show. L.S. 
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Wanda Bowers 

(L-R) Miss Florida Seminole Brittany Smith stands alongside Alyssa “skaawitA” Alberts, Miss Indian Nations XVI, at the Grand 
Entry at the Pow Wow held in Bismarck, N.D. 

Miss Seminole Attends Youth Summit, Pow Wow 


Contributing Writer 


BISMARCK, N.D. — Miss Florida Seminole Brit- 
tany Smith, from the Brighton Reservation, was invited 
to be a guest speaker at the first annual Great Plains 
Tribal Youth Leadership Summit, held at the United 
Tribes Technical College in Bismarck, N.D. 

The students were honored to have Miss Florida 
Seminole fly in all the way from Okeechobee, Fla. She 
spoke about youth involvement, a topic very close to 
her heart, considering she is involved with helping all 
the students who attend the Pemayetv Emahakv Charter 
School in Brighton. 

Her parents, Roger and Diane Smith, and myself, 
were also in attendance during her presentation on the 
morning of Sept. 1 1 . Brittany Smith addressed the au- 
dience of young natives that came to listen from Bis- 
mark’s neighboring cities. Her heartfelt speech told the 
youth to be positive and truthful in what you say and 
whatever you do, make sure it comes from the heart. 

Smith’s appearances in North Dakota continued at 
the 40th annual Miss Indian Nations Pageant and Pow 
Wow, held on the same campus Sept. 9-13. 

Not only did she get to use her public speaking 
skills as the Miss Indian Nations Pageant co-host, but 
Alyssa “skaawitA” Alberts, Miss Indian Nations XVI, 
invited Smith to dance beside her in the circle at the 
Grand Entry — a true honor. Amongst the pictures and 
excitement, Smith was able to make some new friends 
at the pow wow. 

The weekend ended with the crowning of the new 
Miss Indian Nations Shere Lynn Wright (Sicangu La- 
kota/Rosebud Sioux) and Smith receiving special rec- 
ognition from Alberts. 

Alberts and her family recognized Smith and me 
for inviting her to judge the Miss Florida Seminole 


Wanda Bowers 

(L-R) Miss Indian Nations XVI Alyssa “skaawitA” Alberts and 
Miss Florida Seminole Brittany Smith 

Princess pageant, which took place in July on the Hol- 
lywood Reservation. Her gratitude did not go unnoticed 
and I know she enjoyed her stay at the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino. 


Wanda Bowers 


(L-R) Miss Florida Seminole Brittany Smith receives a Pendleton blanket and a hug from Miss Indian Nations XVI Alyssa 
“skaawitA” Alberts. 


Winterfest Committee Meets at Hard Rock 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Winterfest Committee Chairman and Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. (C) with Winterfest 2009 staff 
and members of the Rockettes at the Hard Rock Hotel & Casino on Sept. 29. The photo op and gathering was to promote 
upcoming Winterfest festivities including the 38th annual Seminole Hard Rock Winterfest Boat Parade to be held on 
Dec. 12 in Ft. Lauderdale. 



Tribal Firefighters Hold Sept. 
11th Remembrance Ceremony 



B Y BRIAN BROWN 
Contributing Writer 


Brian Brown 

Firefighters from Station 108 salute the U.S. flag as they listen to the “5-5-5-5” tribute 
to New York’s firefighters and police officers who died on Sept. 11, 2001. 


HOLLYWOOD — At 

9:45 a.m. the fire engine and 
ambulances were lined up with 
their emergency lights lit. The 
firefighters assembled in front 
of the station facing the Ameri- 
can flag, under the direction of 
the District Chief Frank Rans- 
dell. 

Deputy Chief Dave Casey 
reminded the assembled fire- 
fighters that, excluding the 19 
hijackers, 2,974 people died in 
the Sept. 1 1 attacks. The over- 
whelming majority of casual- 
ties were civilians, including 
nationals of more than 90 dif- 
ferent countries. 

When the Twin Towers 
collapsed, he said, 343 Fire 
Department of New York 
(FDNY) and Port Authority firefighters lost their lives. 

Casey also explained the tradition of the “5-5-5-5” 
message to all city fire stations. 

“Long before radios and pagers, FDNY used the 
fire alarm telegraph system to announce the line of duty 
death of a firefighter,” he said. “The signal 5-5-5-5 was 
transmitted and rang in all of the fire stations along with 
the number of the telegraph alarm box closest to the in- 
cident. The station bells, that were used to notify fire- 
fighters of a fire, would toll five times; repeated four 
times.” 

At 9:59 a.m., the time of South Tower Collapse, 
District Chief Frank Ransdell called the personnel to at- 
tention and to salute the flag. Simultaneously, a record- 


ing of the “5-5-5-5” message was played over a rescue 
unit’s speaker system. 

After the salute, Firefighter Sergio Acosta read the 
Firefighter’s Prayer: “When I am called to duty, wher- 
ever flames may rage, give me the strength to save a 
life, whatever be its age. Help me embrace a little child 
before it is too late, or save an older person from the 
horror of that fate. Enable me to be alert and hear the 
weakest shout, and quickly and efficiently to put the fire 
out. I want to fill my calling and to give the best in me, 
to guard my every neighbor and protect his property. 
And if according to God’s will, I must answer death’s 
call, bless with your protecting hand, my family, one 
and all.” 


Hollywood Participates in Fire Prevention Week 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Community members young 
and old came together on the Hollywood Reservation 
Oct. 8 to learn and practice fire safety in the home as 
part of third annual fire safety activities. 

The Seminole Fire Rescue Dept, took center stage 
throughout the day beginning with a morning puppet 
show presentation, fire truck tour, and fire hose demon- 
stration for the 2-4 year old preschoolers. 

In celebrating National Fire Safety Week, which 
runs Oct. 4-10, this year’s national theme was “Stay Fire 
Smart! Don’t Get Burned.” 

“Throughout the year we have already been doing 
our Risk Watch Program on fire safety with the kids. 
These types of activities are a recap of some of the 
things they have been learning,” said Seminole Tribe 
Fire Rescue Fire Prevention Division Inspector Bruce 
Britton. “The kids are excellent when it comes to fire 
drills but many fatalities come at residential homes be- 
cause of the lack of practice and knowledge.” 

The Seminole Fire Rescue Dept, has also been en- 
couraged by the level of community involvement with 
this initiative. 

“We are continuing to get very positive feedback 
from this event from the teachers, parents and seniors 
in this community,” Seminole Tribe Fire Rescue Fire 
Marshall David Logan said. “We want to also increase 
our outreach program to get other Native American pro- 
grams involved as well.” 

Later, the day’s events concluded with a meet and 
greet among Tribal and community families and mem- 
bers of Fire Rescue. 

Food and informational materials were available 
along with a fire extinguisher training station, emer- 



(L-R) Frank Montenegro of Fire Rescue teaches Aurora Cy- 
press how to use the fire hose at a station set up. 


gency vehicle tour and a cone/fire hose training station. 

Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. 
also made a guest appearance presenting the Fire Res- 
cue Department with a framed emergency commemora- 
tive picture of firefighters memorializing 9-11, by artist 
Ray Kelly. He also dedicated and read a poem to the 
crew in attendance entitled “Up From the Rubble” by 
poet Edward R. Cook. 

“Fire Prevention will help save lives,” Rep. Osceo- 
la said to those in attendance. “This is the first time I 
have had to attend this and for these men and women 
to come and share with our community proves they are 
people and they are human too.” 

“This is also a way to get together and put a person- 
al feeling on things and let our community know [Fire 
Rescue] are here to help,” he further expressed. 

According to the National Fire Prevention Associa- 
tion the majority of fatal home fires occur when people 
are sleeping. Smoke can also put an individual into a 
deeper sleep rather than wake them. It is important to 
have a mechanical device such as a clock or smoke de- 
tector in close proximity to the bedrooms as a warning 
of a fire to ensure waking up. 

In addition, nearly two-thirds or 63 percent of all 
fatal victims of fires are children 5 years old or younger 
playing near or around fire. 

The story behind National Fire Prevention Week 
began on Oct. 8, 1 87 1 . There were two major fires in the 
U.S. in the states of Illinois and Wisconsin. The “Great 
Chicago Fire” destroyed 17,000 buildings and killed 
250 people. About 800 buildings were lost and 1,182 
people also died in a forest fire in Peshtigo, Wis. 

The week commemorates those past tragic fires and 
brings fire safety awareness to the general public using 
a global theme. 


Up From the Rubble 

We removed the rubble piece by piece, when we saw the 
red, white and blue. 

Our nation’s flag was dirty and torn, and we knew what 
we had to do. 

We untangled the ropes that held her high, and unburied 
the damaged staff. 

We pulled it free and then we found, that the pull was 
broken in half. 

We tied a snap ring to the top, and slipped the rope 
inside. 

So we could raise old glory, and restore American pride. 

We stood the pole and propped it up, and the flag we 
started to raise. 

We could not see the top of the staff, through all the 
smoke and haze. 

When the flag had finally reached the top, we could not 
believe our eyes. 

For the slack in the rope was taken out, and the flag 
continued to rise. 

We could not figure out the cause, through our own 
contemplation. 

But we think we had help from above, to help restore our 
nation. 

So back to work we went, removing twisted steel and rod 

as we pulled together once again, to be one nation under 
God. 

- Poet Edward R. Cookt 
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Chris C. Jenkins 


Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max Osceola B. Jr. (R) presents a framed emergency commemorative picture of firefighters 
memorializing Sept. 11 to members of the Tribe’s Fire Rescue Dept. 
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Fire Prevention Techniques Taught in Immokalee 




BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 


IMMOKALEE 

Members of the Seminole 
Fire Rescue Dept, visited 
the Immokalee Reservation 
on Oct. 12 in recognition of 
Fire Prevention Week. The 
seminar took place at the Se- 
nior Center and Administra- 
tion Parking lot at 1 1 a.m. 

Fire Inspector and In- 
vestigator Lieutenant Robert 
Brown said: “We have come 
here today to make you 
aware of the eight risk fac- 
tors that we are teaching to 
your young people through 
the school system and com- 
munity assemblies. As par- 
ents and grandparents, you 
can enforce these learning 

techniques in the home and juuj 

together we may have an op- | mmo k a | ee Tribal Council Liaison Assistant Maria Billie learns how to properly use a fire 

porhmify to avert tragedy. extinguisher. 

Brown explained that 

the audience benefit and armed them with the materials 
necessary for reinforcement of emergency tactics in the 
home. 

While the group shared a cookout luncheon pre- 
pared by the Seminole Fire Rescue Dept, officers, Chief 
Fire Marshall David Logan directed them to a table of 
valuable information, teaching aids, smoke detectors 
and small gifts that help to establish fire awareness and 
safety procedures. 

A demonstration of the proper use of fire extin- 
guishers presented an opportunity for hands on training. 
Setting a gas grill on fire, the participants took turns de- 
ploying the extinguisher. 

“Heat, fuel and oxygen are necessary for a flame,” 
Lt. Brown said. “Take away any one of these and the fire 
is gone.” 

“Smoke detectors are 
your best friend and will 
scream to warn you about 
a fire. Meanwhile, your fire 
extinguisher will just hang 
on the wall and not say a 
word,” continued Lt. Brown. 
“Assess the emergency and 
take appropriate action to 
save lives first and avert 
damage second. You can ac- 
quire new possessions, but 
lives are precious and cannot 
be replaced.” 

Seniors, community 
members and employees 
were given an opportunity to 
watch a demonstration of the 
fire truck and used the water 
pressure from the hose to 
knock down cones. One of 
the participants couldn’t re- 
sist the chance to blast Semi- 
nole Police Dept. Officer Ed 
Michaels with water as he 
Judy Weeks reset the targets From that 
Immokalee Tribal Council Liaison Elaine Aguilar (C) leads a group of seniors, parents and point onward, everyone was 
employees in acquiring fire prevention teaching aids for use with their youngsters. f a p- game 


the information Fire Res- 
cue provides is appropriate for all age groups, with the 
manner of presentation varying according to the audi- 
ence. His department has also implemented a monthly 
Risk Watch Program at the Ahfachkee School, four pre- 
schools and five Elder Affair Centers. The curriculum 
covers the following topics: prevention of fire, bums, 
poisoning, falls, choking and strangulation together 
with safety programs for firearms, motor vehicles, wa- 
ter, bicycles and pedestrians. 

Introducing Inspector Bruce Britton and Sparky, 
the nationally recognized fire mascot puppet, the group 
was treated to a stage presentation. Sparky and his five 
puppet friends demonstrated the program being used 
in the schools and delivered important information for 
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Community Hosts Weekend Prayer Gathering 



BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 


BIG CYPRESS — Tribal 
citizens from the Big Cypress 
and Brighton reservations unit- 
ed together at the Big Cypress 
Entertainment Center, taking 
great pride in the third annual 
Intercessory Prayer Gathering 
on Oct. 10. 

As participants sang praise 
hymns in harmony and listened 
to a series of songs from the 
Brighton youth group, they 
prepared themselves to hear 
words of inspiration. 

The keynote speaker was 
Pastor Salaw Hummingbird, 
who paid a visit to Big Cypress 
from Oklahoma. Tribal attend- 
ees received Hummingbird’s 
message, as he encouraged all 
“to hold on to God’s vision” 
for their lives. 

“Prayer is very important 

to all of us,” Hummingbird “As Chairman of The Seminole Tribe of Florida, it 

said to the participants. “When we surrender to God, He gives me great p rid e to be a part of something that shall 
saves our lives. He doesn t change our Indian ways of outlast all of us and keep us close to God » Chairman 
, Cypress said. “To pray is easy. Just talk to the Lord as 

The message was followed by a closing prayer, in if you are sitting right next to Him in your living room, 
which the Tnbal pastors laid hands on Chairman Mitch- Speak honest i y as He knows your heart and will always 
ell Cypress, Brighton Council Rep. Andrew Bowers Jr. hear your prayers . . . j ust have faith.” 
and Big Cypress Council Rep. David Cypress. 


Naji Tobias 

Tribal ministers lay their hands on (L-R, Seated) Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Brighton 
Council Rep. Andrew Bowers Jr. and Big Cypress Council Rep. David Cypress at the con- 
clusion of the Big Cypress Intercessory Prayer Gathering. 



Naji Tobias 

The Brighton youth group perform a skit entitled “Set Me Free” as part of a presentation at the Big Cypress Intercessory 
Prayer Gathering. 
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Naji Tobias 

Ahnie Jumper’s steer tipped the scales at 671 pounds during the 4-H Club’s second steer weigh-in on Oct. 11. 


Seminole 4-H Club Members Weigh-In Steers 

BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Seminole 4-H Club members 
began their steer season with encouraging results at a 
weigh-in on Sept. 14 and another taking place on Oct. 

11 . 

A total of 35 steers from the Big Cypress, Brighton, 

Hollywood and Immokalee Reservations were checked 
out at the first weigh-in, with only two coming in at less 
than 500 pounds. 

Mary Jene Koenes, cultural assistant for the Ah- 
fachkee School, considers it an encouraging sign, how- 
ever, admitted it’s typical for that to happen at this early 
stage. 

The steer season started in July with the shipments 
of cattle. At that point, Koenes said the steers can weigh 
all the way up to 1,300 pounds. 

“Some of the steers, when they come in at first, are 
rough,” explained Mike Bond, 4-H extension agent for 
Big Cypress. “They’re not tamed or domesticated yet.” 

Bond gave the youngsters in the 4-H program some 
pointers on how to improve their steers as the season 
rolls along. He told them to work with their steers on a 
daily basis, giving them food, water and proper atten- 
tion, and walking them. 

He also encouraged the 4-H youth to “try out differ- 
ent feeds for increased protein.” This helps with weight 
gain. 

“It gives the kids an opportunity to see how much 
weight they need to gain with their steers,” Bond said. 

“They get 150 days from the time of the weigh-in to 
improve their weight.” 

Steers at the initial weigh-in were anywhere from 
6-9 months in age. 

Bond said he will be available to the 4-H club on an 
as needed basis. 

The 2009-2010 steer season concludes in March 
2010, when the Big Cypress 4-H Livestock Show is 
slated to occur. 


Seminole 4-H Steer Club Weiah-ln Results 

Immokalee -Sept. 12 

Nehemiah Roberts, 790 pounds; Kenny Davis Jr., 745 
pounds; Jessica Lopez, 677 pounds; Aaron Alvarado, 626 
pounds. 

Brighton - Sept. 1 3 

Drayton Billie, 635 pounds; Breanna Billie, 601 pounds; 
Erena Billie, 722 pounds; Rayven Smith, 640 pounds; 
Ashton Baxley, 722 pounds; Kalgary Johns, 658 pounds; 

Kelton Smedley, 765 pounds; Cyrus Smedley, 583 
pounds; Marshall Tommie, 800 pounds; Blake Baker, 660 
pounds; Kailin Brown, 732 pounds; Skyler Burke, 566 
pounds; Justin Osceola, 540 pounds; William Bearden, 
658 pounds; Jewel Buck, 838 pounds. 

Big Cypress - Sept. 14 

Dalton Koenes, 464 pounds; Dayra Koenes, 465 pounds; 
Ragan Osceola, 548 pounds; Tana Osceola, 656 pounds; 
Alison Herrera, 524 pounds; Anthony Joe, 680 pounds; 
Christopher Joe, 508 pounds; Jacob Cotton, 667 pounds; 
Blevyns Jumper, 685 pounds; Ahnie Jumper, 971 pounds; 
Andre Jumper, 743 pounds; Chebon Gooden, 651 pounds. 

Hollywood - Sept. 14 

Taylor Fulton, 503 pounds; Kenny Deschenee, 753 
pounds. 

Big Cypress - Oct. 1 1 

Dalton Koenes, 550 pounds; Dayra Koenes, 551 pounds; 
Ragan Osceola, 581 pounds; Tana Osceola, 736 pounds; 
Alison Herrera, 61 1 pounds; Anthony Joe, 786 pounds; 
Christopher Joe, 568 pounds; Jacob Cotton, 739 pounds; 
Blevyns Jumper, 774 pounds; Ahnie Jumper, 671 pounds; 
Andre Jumper, 820 pounds; Chebon Gooden, 694 pounds. 


Helene Buster Opens House to Guests 




The great room, decorated with Native flare, is welcoming with warm accents and hues. 


BRIGHTON — He- 
lene Buster opened her 
newly built house on the 
Brighton Reservation to 
friends and family Sept. 21 
at a housewarming gather- 
ing. 

The four bedroom, 
four bathroom, two-story 
house was built by the 
Seminole Tribe Construc- 
tion and Development 
company and decorated by 
design consultant Stepha- 
nie Dillon of SMD Inte- 
riors, based out of Hobe 
Sound, Fla. 

“She said she wanted 
‘rustic,’ not ‘cowboy,’ ” 

Dillon said of Buster’s 
decor wishes, which she 
also referred to as “very 
elegant.” 

At Buster’s request, 
the beautiful home is wel- 
coming with warm neutral 
shades of brown. A large 
antler chandelier hangs in 
the foyer upon entering the 
house, just above a dual- 
sided fireplace leading into 
a small living space with 
family pictures on the mantle for display. 

Just off of the living space is what can be consid- 
ered the great room with dark brown tones and wooden 
accents. The coffee table and end tables resembled large 
native drums. 


Across from the kitchen is a dining room big 
enough to fit the entire family with a large wooden table 
that can accommodate 16. 

An office with an oversized wooden desk can be 
found upstairs along with what might be called the 
music room with Elvis Presley prints and even a gold 
record hanging on the 
wall. 

An outdoor balco- 
ny sits off of the master 
bedroom with French 
door access. The balco- 
ny overlooks the back- 
yard and chickee. 

The master bed- 
room is complete with 
a master bathroom with 
his and her vanities and 
a spa tub to relax in. 

Buster was un- 
able to be present but 
had dear friend Mary 
Jo Micco help out with 
refreshments for guests. 

Visitors toured the 
home, some even taking 
pictures to capture the 
elegance. 

Dillon said Buster 
hopes to make her new 
home in Brighton her 
permanent residence. 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 


Rachel Buxton 


Helene Buster’s new four bedroom Brighton residence. 
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National Geographic Films TV 
Show at Billie Swamp Safari 




BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 


Naji Tobias 

Three National Geographic filmmakers revel in the vast elements at Billie Swamp 
Safari, where the crew shot footage for a soon-to-be named docudrama. 


BIG CYPRESS — Billie 
Swamp Safari is a highly regarded 
facility, as far as National Geo- 
graphic magazine and Spectrum 
Productions are concerned. 

The media collaborative, 
which shot a variety of footage and 
scenes of the safari from Oct. 4-12, 
plans to air a docudrama/reality 
show based on the attraction early 
next year. 

Cindy Malin, marketing con- 
sultant for Billie Swamp Safari, 
said she has been working closely 
with Spectrum Productions for 
more than a year to get the show to 
happen. The premise of the show, 

Malin said, is to showcase the care 
and maintenance of the animals at 
Billie Swamp Safari. 

In addition, the docudrama 
plans to highlight the Billie Swamp 
Safari staff and how they go about 
conducting their work. 

“Spectrum loves the fact that Billie Swamp Safari 
is a Seminole Tribe entity,” Malin said. “The location in 
the Everglades and the abundance of wildlife really im- 
pressed the staff at Spectrum and National Geographic. 
But what really got things working for us is the charac- 
ter and personality of our staff.” 

Billie Swamp Safari Director Ed Woods is not used 
to being in the spotlight. Nonetheless, if an opportunity 
comes for Woods to promote Billie Swamp Safari, the 
generally laid-back director would certainly be willing 
to do it. 

“Each day here at the Billie Swamp Safari, it al- 
ways changes,” Woods said of his work environment. 
“You never know what Mother Nature’s going to do. 
It’s our job to keep the public away from danger in case 
unforeseen circumstances happen.” 

One thing’s for certain, footage from the Florida 
panther remains discovery, which occurred on Oct. 5 — 
the first actual day of filming from Spectrum/National 
Geographic — will appear on the pilot show. 

Guy Nickerson, director/executive producer of 
Spectrum Productions, said he was impressed with the 
amount of footage he and his crew were able to shoot, 
including the panther finding. He compared the Billie 
Swamp Safari experience to Africa, a continent widely 
known for having the best safaris and most exotic wild- 
life in the world. 


“If you want to go anywhere in the United States 
to film a show like this, the Everglades is the place to 
do it,” Nickerson said. “I hope people will get exposed 
to Billie Swamp Safari before they consider going else- 
where. There’s so much wildlife right here in their back- 
yard.” 

Nickerson, who first visited the safari back in 1998, 
said he was impressed not only with its features, but the 
experience he had with Henri Billie and Daisy Jump- 
er. Nickerson, who regarded the two Tribal citizens as 
“warm, gentle and sweet,” said he fell in love with Bil- 
lie Swamp Safari because of that. He said it’s a primary 
reason why he’s come back several more times since his 
initial trip. 

In 1998, Nickerson highlighted Billie Swamp Sa- 
fari for Jack Hannah’s show Into the Wild. 

For two seasons — in 2003 and 2008 — Nickerson 
returned to the safari and filmed the area for exposure 
to Discovery Channel’s Adventure Camp. And just last 
year, the filming of Adventure Camp at Billie Swamp 
Safari landed the show a Daytime Emmy®-award nomi- 
nation for best children’s series. 

The docudrama, which has yet to have an official 
title, is set to become the first of its kind in television 
history, according to Nickerson. It is slated for release 
in either late January or early February 2010. 

“Of the 500 [estimated] episodes I’ve done in my 
career, the fact that [Henri Billie and Daisy Jumper’s] 
names still stick with me speaks volumes of 
the warmth and character they displayed when 
they were here,” Nickerson said. “To me, the 
Seminoles are some of the greatest people 
you’ll ever meet.” 

Also in the footage may be the Billie 
Swamp Safari trip taken by a group of 94 peo- 
ple from Tampa’s Trinity School for Children. 

The school students came to the safari on 
Oct. 8 for an overnight trip to leam more about 
the Seminole culture. The students got to ride 
on the swamp buggy and take a tour of the Ah- 
Tah-Thi-Ki Museum, among other activities. 

Staying at the Billie Swamp Safari chick- 
ees, the Trinity students and chaperones took 
full advantage of what the safari had to offer. 
One thing the Trinity School enjoyed was a ga- 
tor wrestling show, hosted by Shea Hayley. 

Sonia Spoto, the Trinity School’s assistant 
principal, said the trip was an eye opening ex- 
perience for everyone involved. 

“Our school is a big believer in going out 
into the community and learning by doing,” 
Spoto said. “Coming to Billie Swamp Safari 
allows our kids to become involved in their 
world and leam from their community.” 

The docudrama pilot, if successful, may 
turn into a series on the National Geographic 
Channel. 

“I want the whole world to know about 
the animals, the Florida panthers and the 
Seminoles,” said Woods, who added that Bil- 
lie Swamp Safari “couldn’t have dreamed of a 
better marketing plan than this.” 

“We’re sitting in the heart of Seminole 
Country,” he added. “It’s a dangerous envi- 
ronment sometimes, but we’re here to educate 
people about the plants and animals here. For 
me, that’s what it’s all about.” 


Naji Tobias 

A camera man from National Geographic (L) films an alligator wrestling 
match between Billie Swamp Safari tour guide Shea Hayley (R) and an 
alligator at the Billie Swamp Safari alligator pit. 


Florida Panther Remains Found 
Near Billie Swamp Safari 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission (FWC) discovered a male 
panther carcass north of the Billie Swamp Safari at Big 
Cypress on Oct. 5. 

It was determined by the FWC that the panther, 
which was about 6 years old, died from a case of intra- 
specific aggression. Intraspecific aggression is a natural 
phenomenon, resulting in serious injury or death, which 
occurs when male panthers compete for territory. 

According to Ed Woods, the Billie Swamp Safari 
director, a FWC helicopter was able to track the pan- 
ther’s collar via a GPS device. 

It was revealed that at about 9:30 a.m., during a te- 
lemetry flight, the FWC received a mortality signal from 
the incident location. The deceased panther, Woods 
said, was collared at the time of discovery. 

“[The panther] wasn’t moving, so they contacted us 
to take them to the site,” Woods said of the FWC. 

Officers from the Seminole Police Dept, were there 
to assist as well, traveling by swamp buggy to reach the 
incident scene. SPD Officer Charles Dachton, who was 
at the discovery site that day, explained how the FWC 
was able to locate the mortality. 

“As the FWC got the signal, it indicated that the 
cat hadn’t moved for several hours,” Officer Dachton 
said. “What it means is that either the panther’s collar 
malfunctioned or the panther died.” 

Interestingly, representatives from Spectrum Pro- 
ductions and National Geographic magazine, who came 
to Billie Swamp Safari for a filming production, were on 
hand to catch some footage of the discovery. 

It was the first day of filming for Spectrum and Na- 
tional Geographic — the media organizations were at 
Billie Swamp Safari Oct. 4-12 to shoot for a docudrama, 
which is slated to air early next year. 


“You never know what’s going to happen,” said 
Guy Nickerson, director/executive producer of Spec- 
trum Productions. 

According to Woods, the male panther was killed 
by a larger one not long before the discovery. Woods 
offered a detailed description of how the male collared 
panther died. 

“You could tell that a larger panther killed it just by 
looking at teeth marks and holes on its head,” Woods 
said. “There were lots of scratches on it from a fight they 
had. When two panthers are fighting each other, one of 
them ends up on its back and tries to claw its way off 
the attacker.” 

Woods added that the deceased panther was found 
with “split claws,” with the larger panther’s hair stuck in 
the victim’s claws. 

“That’s how we knew it was a panther fight,” 
Woods said. 

Widely known as the most endangered land mam- 
mal in North America, there are less than 100 panthers 
left, according to Woods. Most of the panthers, Woods 
said, are located at the Big Cypress National Preserve 
Area in Florida. 

Statistics from the FWC show that 16 panthers have 
died this year alone. This was the second death on the 
Big Cypress Reservation in 2009. Both were cases of 
intraspecific aggression. 

It was revealed that the panther’s carcass, which 
did not have a kinked tail or cowlick, was later placed 
in a freezer at the FWC Naples Field Office. After be- 
ing transported to Gainesville, Fla. for a necropsy, the 
remains of the panther’s carcass were designated for 
deposit with the Florida Museum of Natural History, ac- 
cording to the FWC. 

“I’ve never seen or heard of anything like that,” 
Nickerson said. “To actually see how the panther got 
killed made me realize how wild it actually is here at 
Big Cypress.” 





Billie Swamp Safari tour guide Shea Hayley (C) gives members of the Florida Panthers hockey team an alligator wrestling 
demonstration during their visit to the attraction on Sept. 8. 


Florida Panthers Hockey Team 
Enjoys Trip to Swamp Safari 


wrestler, performed a series 
of tricks for the group, in- 
cluding a sequence in which 
Hayley opened and closed 
the animal’s mouth. 

At the conclusion of 
the show, Hayley took some 
time out to let each of the 20 
Panthers sit on an alligator 
and hold its mouth, which 
was taped shut to ensure the 
safety of the Panthers play- 
ers. 

“That was pretty awe- 
some, especially getting 
to work with the Panthers 
players,” Hayley said. “It 
was neat to tie up an alliga- 
tor for them. They’ve never 
seen that before.” 

Hayley expressed de- 
light that the players visited 
Billie Swamp Safari: 

“Everyone knows the 
Florida Panthers, but the 
players will remember me 
because they got to hold 
and sit on an alligator for 
the first time,” Hayley said. 
“It’s one of those moments 
Naji Tobias th ^ you ju^t don’t forget in 
Players from the Florida Panthers hockey team take a swamp buggy ride at Billie Swamp ^° U1 1 6 imC 
Safari on Sept. 8. 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 


BIG CYPRESS — The 
National Hockey League Florida 
Panthers hockey team paid a 
visit to Billie Swamp Safari on 
Sept. 8. 

Mike Dixon, Panthers ser- 
vices manager, accompanied 20 
players to Big Cypress as they 
got the opportunity to tour the 
facility. 

During the 20 minute air- 
boat ride the players got to check 
out many of the safari’s animals 
including alligators, birds and 
bison. 

Following the airboat ride 
was a 90 minute long swamp 
buggy ride, highlighted by a tall 
ostrich that scared the majority 
of the Panthers’ players. 

Toward the end of the 
swamp buggy ride, the players 
had a big surprise. Shea Hay- 
ley, a Billie Swamp Safari tour 
guide, told them that they would 
get to watch an alligator wres- 
tling show. 

As Dixon and the 20 play- 
ers gathered around the gator 
pit, Hayley, a certified alligator 


Naji Tobias 

Florida Panthers hockey team players take an airboat ride during a visit to Billie Swamp 
Safari. Players had the opportunity to see animals including alligators and bison. 
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Since 1 990 1 have protected rights like yours. 
My office defends dui's, drug offenses, 
suspended license, domestic violence, and 
all felonies and misdemeanors. 
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Seminole Moments Presents History of Cattle 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

TAMPA — Tampa Tribal citizens and employees 
got a lesson in the history of cattle during the Ah-Tah- 
Thi-Ki Musuem-sponsored Seminole Moments lecture 
series presentation, conducted by Brighton’s Willie 
Johns on Sept. 16 in the Tampa Field Office conference 
room. 

During his speech, Johns took the attentive audi- 
ence through hundreds of years of history, leading into 
the Native Americans’ involvement in the cattle indus- 
try. 

“A lot of people can’t fathom that Florida was the 
founder of horse and cattle,” Johns said. 

Johns introduced the first Spanish explorer to Flori- 
da, Juan Ponce de Leon, in his lesson and explained how 
he stumbled upon the Calusa Indians, only to quickly be 
shunned. 

Johns then jumped more than 100 years in time to 
discuss the late 1500s when the Spanish leader Mene- 
dez started what has become known as one of the oldest 
continuous ranch and farm lands in North America, La 
Chua Ranch located in Florida. 

Listeners learned that pre-1700s Miccosukee and 
Creek Indians were already cohabitating with the Span- 
ish in Florida. Cattle became a prominent means of sur- 
vival for the Indians. 

“We never went hungry,” Johns said. “We knew the 
trails and land.” 

Then in the 1700s the infamous Indian Chief Cow- 
keeper resided in what is now known as Micanopy, Fla. 
with his Tribe raising an abundance of wild cows. 

Johns explained how the string of wars took a toll 
on the native settlers, saying many Seminole cattle were 
confiscated during wartime. 

Throughout the years the Seminoles had to regroup 
and reestablish their ties to the cattle industry. 

“Native Americans gravitated to agriculture and 
cattle real fast and were natural at it,” Johns said. “Al- 



Rachel Buxton 


Willie Johns takes listeners through hundreds of years of 
cattle history. 


ways go back to what we’re good at.” 

Johns talked about how the Seminoles had to fight 
the government in establishing land for their cattle and 
had to survive fencing laws passed in 1910 that created 
boundaries - something the Seminoles were not accus- 
tomed to. 

“Open pastures were the past,” Johns explained. 
“Our trails were no more. The Seminoles were at the 
mercy of the government.” 

The federal government eventually bought land to 
be handed to the Seminoles that is now used in cattle 
production, making the Tribe the third largest cattle pro- 
ducer. 

“The cattle always fell on us,” Johns joked. “Don’t 
know if it was dumb luck or good luck.” 



Allen Huff thanks wounded Army sergeant Joel Tavera, 22, for his service to the country. 


Seminole Tribe Gives Back, Support Troops 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

TAMPA — The Seminole Tribe of Florida gave 
back Oct. 9 as they participated in a golf charity event 
held at the MacDill Air Force base in Tampa to raise 
money for the Tampa Fisher House. 

Before teeing up at the golf course Tribal citizens 
took a tour of the Tampa Fisher House Oct. 8 to get a 
better idea of how they are making a difference in peo- 
ple’s lives. 

The Fisher House is a no-cost housing facility that 
is available to families of wounded soldiers and veterans 
going through rehabilitation. 

“It is intended to be a home away from home,” 
Manager of Tampa Fisher House Paula Welenc said. 

The Tampa Fisher House opened in July 2007 and 
is one of 43 such homes located across the nation and 
overseas in Germany. 

On the tour, the Tribal citizens received a guided 
walkthrough of the 21 suite communal living space that 
is completely supported by members of the community. 

During the tour, the Tribal visitors were able to 
meet a wounded soldier whose family is benefiting from 
the Fisher House and contributions 
made by individuals and organiza- 
tions, including the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida. 

“The Fisher House and Depart- 
ment of Veterans Affairs provides that 
wonderful structure for the house but 
it is community groups like the Semi- 
nole Tribe that put the heart into the 
Fisher House,” Welenc said. “It is 
organizations like the Seminole Tribe 
that show our families that the com- 
munity is throwing their arms around 
them during this trying and difficult 
time.” 

The Tribal guests were intro- 
duced to Joel Tavera a 22-year-old 
Army sergeant who is undergoing 
treatment for life-altering injuries in- 
cluding severe brain trauma injury, 
blindness, loss of his right foot below 
the knee and massive bums on more 
than 60 percent of his body. 

“When I saw Joel it was like 
seeing some of the people I saw in 
hospitals in Vietnam,” Army veteran 
Stephen Bowers said. “It’s very heart 
wrenching. Your heart goes out to 
them and you’re glad to be a part of 
this Fisher House tournament.” 

Tavera ’s father and mother have 
been guests at the Fisher House for a 
year while Tavera undergoes rehabili- 
tation at the James A. Haley Veterans’ 

Hospital. 

“It’s a good thing that we have 
a place like the Fisher House,” Ta- 
vern’s father, Jose, who is on leave 
from the U.S. Navy without pay, said. 

“The families here are going through 
the same kind of pain we are going 
through. In a way it is like a therapy 
for us being able to talk. We can com- 


fort them or they can comfort us.” 

When the doctors allow it, Tavera is able to spend a 
night with his parents at the Fisher House. 

“The Fisher House is a nice place to get away from 
the hospital,” Tavera said. “Being stuck in the hospital 
kind of gets to you. I’m extremely happy and thankful.” 

The next day at the golf charity tournament called 
Tee Up For Our Troops, the Seminole Tribe was repre- 
sented by two teams that included Tampa Liaison Rich- 
ard Henry, Jackie Smith, Allen Huff, Mitch Osceola, Joe 
Osceola Jr., Stephen Bowers and his wife, Elizabeth. 

“They have been so incredibly generous,” golf 
tournament organizer Valerie Casey said. “Their dona- 
tions and participation is so heartfelt. It’s invaluable to 
know there are so many people like the Seminole Tribe 
out there willing to come out and contribute.” 

One hundred percent of the donations and proceeds 
that the Tampa Fisher House received from the charity 
event along with any and all other donations are used 
strictly for the creature comfort needs of its guests. 

“The Seminole Team is here and we’re known for 
being unconquered and undefeated,” Bowers said. “But 
mainly we are here to have a good time and support our 
troops.” 



Rachel Buxton 


Army Veteran Joe Osceola Jr. continues to support his troops by playing in the 
charity Tee Up For Our Troops golf tournament. 
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Co-Founders Reflect on USET 40th Anniversary 


Staff Reporter 


HOLLYWOOD — In conjunction with the 40th 
Anniversary of the United South and Eastern Tribes 
(USET) annual meeting held at the Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel in October, some of the founding members dis- 
cussed the organization’s origin, impact and future in been dedicated to promoting 
Seminole Country and nationwide. 


Created in October of 1968 
and incorporated in 1969, USET 
co-creators Joe Dan Osceola, the 
late Fred Smith Sr. and Betty 
Mae Jumper all helped pioneer 
and structure the organization. 
Since its inception it has 


Indian leadership, improving 
the quality of life for American 
Indians, and protecting Indian 
rights and resources on Tribal 
lands, according to USET’s of- 
ficial website, www.usetinc.org. 

What began with four origi- 
nal founding Tribes, Seminole, 

Miccosukee, Mississippi Band 
of Choctaw and the Eastern 
Band of Cherokees of North 
Carolina, has now grown to 
25 federally recognized Tribes 
across the U.S. 

The major goal shared 
among all the Tribes remains 
that of unification in order to fa- 
cilitate communication with the 
federal government. Strength in Unity became the or- 
ganization’s slogan upon its creation, and has remained 
to this day. 


The Seminole delegation has an impromptu n 
hearings at the nation’s capital. 


Seminole Tribune Archives 

h Secretary Lujan during 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Former USET President Joel Frank Sr. talks about his tenure in of- 
fice and the 40th anniversary celebration. 


Americans’ input from the southeast. We were getting also proved pivotal in the survival and prosperity of 
very little on the education and healthcare front.” USET while facing growing pains in its early years. 

In a past interview with The Seminole Tribune, for- He credits Chief Phillip Martin of the Mississippi Band 
mer Tribal Chairwoman Betty Mae Jumper talked about of Choctaws, Calvin Sanders of the Miccosukee Tribe, 
“From the beginning my thought was you can break the origins of USET. former USET Program Director Key Wolf, James Mer- 

one arrow but you can not break many of them,” USET “When we first started, we did not know where we edith, Horst Grabs and Johnson Lee Owle for their early 
co-founder and inaugural President Joe Dan Osceola were going,” she said. “[We had] no money and no place influence and sacrifices. 

emphasized about the strength in numbers and support to meet.” In reaching the 40 year milestone, many of the for- 

~ " “I can truly say it was an honor to know that I had mer architects of the conglomerate have varied views 

a little part in it,” Jumper added. “I was the first secre- for its future, 
tary of the organization and an original signer of the first 


among other Tribes. 

“The biggest reason to organize was because we 
were never able to get enough money from the Okla- 


homa health program we were originally under,” he Constitution,” 


continued. “We also wanted to get more of the Native Former USET President Howard Tommie dis- 


“We are proud of the self-determination aspect 
where all the Tribes are now truly the decision makers,” 
said co- founder, current member and Miccosukee Tribal 


cussed why the founders wanted to form a unified Tribal Chairman Billy Cypress. “We are proud of our size and 


organization. 

“The main goal we wanted was to get into the main- 
stream for help as a Tribe,” Tommie said. “When I took 


now we have economic development, advancement in 
education and healthcare.” 

Joel M. Frank Sr., however, said USET’s true 


over in 1971 my main goal was self-determination. If strength has not yet been shown. 


Inaugural USET President Joe Dan Osceola (C) along with original founding members in a 1970 USET committee meeting. 


we failed we would fail as a Tribe, if we succeeded we 
would as a Tribe.” 

Another former USET president, Joel M. Frank Sr., 
who now serves as director of the Government Rela- 
tions and Grants Formulation and Compliance Dept., 
gave his reasons for supporting USET. 

“My interest was in improving the over- 
all health of the community both mentally and 
physically,” Frank said. 

All agree that economic development, 
education and healthcare were and continue to 
remain hotbed topics of interest for the organi- 
zation and among Native people. 

The 1975 passage of Bill 638, also known 
as the Indian Self-Determination and Edu- 
cation Assistance Act, initially helped many 
Tribes to reach their goals. The act enabled 
Tribes to establish contracts with the federal 
government to run programs, including health 
care. 

The law also allowed Tribes with fund- 
ing contracted from the federal government to 
run their own health programs as long as they 
followed the guidelines for Indian Healthcare 
System programs. 

Osceola said others’ contributions have 


“USET is a viable, strong organization, but how it 
is used and how we motivate each other on how to use it 
is yet to be seen,” Frank said. “I feel it is still looking to 
create and maintain a unified front.” 

For more information please call (615) 872-7900 or 
log on to www.usetinc.org. 


Seminole Tribune Archives 

Members of USET meet and greet at the organization’s reception. 


Students Learn the Importance of Fire Safety 

BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Staff from Brigh- 
ton’s Fire Rescue Dept, educated the 
Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School and 
Brighton preschool students on Oct. 6 
during Fire Prevention Week, which is 
observed nationally Oct. 4-10. 

During the presentations the students 
learned ways to protect themselves from 
the dangers of fire. 

“In an emergency situation you really 
don’t have time to think about what you 
want to do,” Lt. Robert Brown said. “You 
really only have time to react.” 

Lt. Brown, along with fellow fire- 
fighters and paramedics, conducted dem- 
onstrations and tours of the vehicles to 
help teach the students how to react in the 
event of a fire emergency. 

The students were shown the differ- 
ent equipment firefighters use during res- 
cues, including sledge hammers, the Jaws 
of Life™ and fire extinguishers. Some of 
them even got to try on a firefighter outfit, 
complete with the jacket and mask. 

In addition, several Fire Rescue Dept, 
paramedics talked about what they do in 
an emergency situation and showed off 
their medical equipment. 

The students then had the opportunity 
to climb in and explore the inside of the 
fire-rescue vehicle. The preschoolers got a 
chance to turn the sirens on and speak into 
the CB radio while pretending to dispatch 
someone to an actual emergency. 

The Charter School students also en- Rachel Buxton 

joyed a puppet show put on by members Talena Holata, assisted by Lt. Robert Brown, uses the fire hose to knock 
of the Fire Rescue Dept, which reinforced down the cone. 

the importance of the “Stop, Drop 
and Roll” and “Get Low and 
Crawl Out” techniques that should 
be used in the event of a fire emer- 
gency. 

“The theme for Fire Pre- 
vention nationwide is ‘Stay Fire 
Smart,’ ” Lt. Brown said. “The 
most important thing is if you 
smell smoke in your house, you 
need to get low, get beneath the 
smoke and get out of your house.” 

“If your clothes are on fire 
you need to stop, drop and roll,” 
he continued. “Those are the re- 
ally important things to recognize 
and be aware of.” 

The children also got to test 
out the fire engine water hose by 
shooting it at orange safety cones 
and knocking them down. 

“The little kids really had a 
good time with that and they did 
a good job with it too,” Lt. Brown 
said. 

For more information on 
Fire Prevention Week please visit 
www.firepreventionweek.org. 

Inspector Bruce Britton and his partner Sparky teach students fire safety basics. 





Lt. Michael Dolnick (C) is back home with his crew after spending a year serving active duty in Germany for the US Navy. 

Fire Rescue Lt. Dolnick Returns 
Home After Serving His Country 



BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Employees from Brighton Fire 
Rescue Station 7 welcomed 
one of their own, Lt. Mike Dol- 
nick, back home from serving 
active duty in the Navy Oct. 1 
at the Brighton firehouse. 

“We’re glad to have you 
back,” Station 7 Chief Bryan 
Stokes said to Lt. Dolnick. 

Dolnick was greeted with 
many hugs, handshakes and 
thanks for his service when he 
returned to Fire Rescue Station 
7. 

“I’m back with my guys 
again,” Dolnick said. “And my 
uniform seems to fit a little bit 
better.” 

Dolnick was deployed in 
September 2008 and sent over- 
seas to Landstuhl, Germany as 
a Navy Coreman Petty Officer 
2nd Class at Landstuhl Region- 
al Medical Center. 

Dolnick became part of 
the Deployed Warrior Medi- 
cal Management Center 
(DWMMC) 

while serving in Germany. 

The DWMMC is the only one 


in the world and is responsible for tracking patients as 
they are hurt down range while serving in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan and Op- 
eration Iraqi Freedom. 

“It was a challenge every 
day,” Dolnick said referring to 
treating war patients. “When 
you see it on a daily basis it 
takes a lot out of you; it makes 
you humble.” 

Dolnick returned home 
to Florida in the beginning of 
September and said his expe- 
rience overseas will only help 
him in his career with the Tribe. 

“I’m happy with life, I’m 
happy living and doing what I 
do because there’s no reason 
for me to complain,” Dolnick 
explained. “It is going to help 
me be a better person, be a bet- 
ter paramedic, be a better em- 
ployee for the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida.” 

Fire Rescue Chief Donald 
DiPetrillo dropped by Brighton 
for Dolnick’s first day back on 
the job. 

“We’re proud to have you 
back,” Chief DiPetrillo said. 
“With your accomplishments I 
think the Tribe’s very thankful 
as well.” 


Rachel Buxton 

Lt. Michael Dolnick returns to active duty for Semi- 
nole Tribe Fire Rescue. 
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Board of Directors President Richard Bowers Jr. (Third from Left) joins family members of the late Frank Billie Sr., (L-R) grand- 
daughter, Claudia Doctor, great-grandson, Sontonio, daughter, Wanda, brother, Ingram, and granddaughter, Sue-Jane Burton, 
after presenting them with a plaque of appreciation for his service and dedication to the Tribe. 


Tribal Board Convenes for Special Session 

Rev. Frank Billie Sr. Remembered at Meeting 
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BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Frank Billie’s brother, Ingram, reflects on his brother with 
Board of Directors members and those in attendance at the 
meeting on Oct. 7. 


HOLLYWOOD — The Board of Directors mem- 
bers met for a special session on the Hollywood Reser- 
vation Oct. 7. 

Before the meeting commenced, the members took 
the opportunity to recognize the numerous accomplish- 
ments of the late Reverend Frank Billie Sr. with a cus- 
tom designed plaque in his honor given to his immedi- 
ate family. Also, the third floor conference room in the 
Tribal headquarters President’s office was named in Bil- 
lie’s honor. 

“He was a man to look up to and you could tell he 
was a special man,” Board of Directors President Rich- 
ard Bowers Jr. said of Billie. “He was very important to 
the Tribe and where we are today.” 

Tribal Treasurer Mike Tiger also recalled memories 
he had throughout the years he knew Billie. 

“I got to know him early on and he was an honor- 
able man and a very respectful man,” Tiger said. 

Billie passed away in September at the age of 96. 
He is credited as one of the main architects for the Tribe 
as well as Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. 

There were also five resolutions passed from the 
agenda including: 

Resolution 5: Request for amendment to the Semi- 
nole Tribe of Florida Tobacco Ordinance; 

Resolution 6: Approval of lease of citrus groves 
with Inglish Interests, LLC; 

Resolution 7 : Ratification of agreement for the cre- 
ation of Seminole Construction I LLC and Seminole 
Construction II LLC; 

Resolution 8: Fiscal year 2010 authorization for 
continued funding of corporate operations; and, 

Resolution 9: Approval of credit card policy. 


Tribal Citizens Present Student Art at FSU 




BY ELGIN JUMPER 
Contributing Writer 


TALLAHASSEE — Enthusias- 
tic storytelling, student film screenings, 
art presentations and poetry readings, 
were placed firmly in the forefront of 
the Seminole Culture Day held Oct. 6 on 
the campus of Florida State University 
(FSU). 

Native flutist and storyteller Gor- 
don Oliver Wareham, as well as myself 
- exhibiting my first short film — pre- 
sented creative works at the event. Con- 
temporary paintings and poetry readings 
also took place. 

The people involved in the organiz- 
ing and funding of the presentations were 
Dr. Andrew Frank, Dept, of History, Dr. 

Jonathan Grandage, Dr. Kevin Koko- 
moor and Dr. Neal Jumonville, FSU His- 
tory Dept, chair. 

The departments of history as well 
as that of the arts and sciences aren’t just 
about planning and funding presenta- 
tions for the FSU students. 

“In the letters I write to thank people for helping 
with this event, I try to express how much these things 


Submitted by Elgin Jumper 

Elgin Juniper and Gordon Oliver Wareham are treated to Cajun cuisine by FSU 
professors, following the presentations. 


mean to the university and to the Seminole Tribe,” Dr. 


Dr. Andrew Frank also had encouraging words and 
a kind thank you afterwards: 

“Thanks again for coming to FSU and sharing you 
and [Gordon Oliver Wareham’s] talents with us,” Frank 
said. “In the short time since you left, many students 


Grandage said. “We both know this isn’t just about his- have found ways to express their appreciation. It is 
tory; it’s also about the future of the land and the people 
we love.” 


amazing how much your presentations affected them 
and demonstrated the vitality and strength of contempo- 
rary Seminole culture.” 

Dr. Grandage continued: “I look 
forward to working together towards the 
common goal of educating the students of 
the state of Florida on the creativity and 
continuity of Seminole past, present, and 
future.” 

The Seminole Culture Day event was 
so rewarding and so encouraging! I myself 
I am proud and honored to be a part of the 
I presentations and events now being held 
I on the FSU campus. 

As I was speaking to the crowds, I 
I could clearly see that faculty and students 
I alike showed a genuine interest and fasci- 
I nation for the presentations. A unique re- 
I lationship between the Seminole Tribe of 
I Florida and FSU is now being developed, 
I nurtured, and promoted; as a result, the fu- 
I ture is a very promising place. 

“I greatly enjoyed you and Ollie’s 
Submitted by Elgin Jumper presentations,” remarked FSU student, 
(L-R) Gordon Oliver Wareham prepares to play his flute at the Seminole Cul- Katie Tiger, after the event. 


ture Day on Oct. 6 as Dr. Jonathan Grandage introduces h 


Fire Prevention Week Reaches BC Community 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Students and staff from the 
Ahfachkee School, as well as the Big Cypress and Im- 
mokalee Preschools, took advantage of the opportunity 
to engage in the second annual Fire Prevention Safety 
event. 

Held Oct. 9 at the Big Cypress Public Safety build- 
ing, participants were able to see a puppet safety show, 
courtesy of the Seminole Fire Rescue Dept. 

In addition to that, they took a tour of a mock city 
called Safety City, which consisted of a fire station, a 
police station, a school and a hospital. Seminole Fire 
Rescue Dept. Lt. Robert Brown, who said the Safety 
City props were built by Brighton’s fire rescue crew, ex- 
plained the exhibit’s purpose. 

“When the kids go into the city and they get lost, 
we want them to know there are places they can go to 
that are safe,” Brown said. “They can get help at these 
locations, if needed.” 

Students and staff from the 
three schools took a full tour 
of the public safety building, 
including a look at where all 
the firefighters and paramedics 
meet for duty plans. 

Belinda Long, a first grade 
instructional aide at the Ah- 
fachkee School, gave the Safe- 
ty City glowing reviews. Long 
added that she’s “never seen 
this before” in her 13 years of 
working in the school system. 

“It’s amazing and wonder- 
ful for the children to receive 
an education about safety,” 
said Long, who previously 
worked in the Collier County 
School District. “The props, 
the music and the vocabulary 
that the Seminole Fire Rescue 
displayed with the kids were 
enjoyable. It’s very refreshing 
that the Seminole Police De- 
partment and Fire Rescue took 
the time out to let the kids know 
that.” 


All of that was just the beginning of what the Semi- 
nole Fire Rescue had to offer. 

Students from the Ahfachkee School and the Big 
Cypress/Immokalee Preschools learned to put out a fire 
with a fire extinguisher. Also, they took a tour of an 
emergency medical services transport vehicle, equipped 
with such features like a stretcher, a medical box and a 
host of basic rescue tools. 

Toward the end of the event, participants had the 
chance to take an extensive look at a Seminole fire truck 
and use a water hose for practice. 

“It’s a positive experience for the kids to see anoth- 
er career opportunity and it just lets them know we’re 
here to help,” said Daniel Alonso, a Seminole Fire Res- 
cue firefighter/EMT. “Maybe in the future, they would 
find an interest in this profession.” 

Lazzlow Billie, a pre-kindergarten student who at- 
tends the Big Cypress Preschool, briefly summed up his 
experience at the event. 

“I love this place,” Billie said of the Big Cypress 
Public Safety building. 



Dalton Koenes (C) puts on bunker gear with assistance from Seminole Firefighter Daniel 
Alonso (L) and Paramedic Alex Fernandez (R). 
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New Testament Baptist Church 
Pastor Hosts Book Signing 

Reverend Arlen J. Payne Releases ‘Consider His Ways 9 

BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Reverend 
Arlen J. Payne, pastor of the New 
Testament Baptist Church at Big 
Cypress, released a book titled 
“Consider His Ways” and held a 
signing on Sept. 15 at the Willie 
Frank Library. 

Largely based on the scriptural 
texts in the Bible, Payne said the 
release was never intended to hap- 
pen. 

Since beginning his ministry 
work with the Seminole Tribe in 
1990, Payne began to write a series 
of personal journals to help him be- 
come an effective representative of 
the Tribe. When friends later found 
out about it, they encouraged Payne 
to publish a book from his journal 
writings. Naji Tobias 

“When I started it out as a jour- (L-R) Tribal citizen Glory Diaz receives a signed book from Reverend Arlen J. Payne, 
nal, I wanted to keep this going,” pastor of the Big Cypress New Testament Baptist Church, at the Willie Frank Library 
Payne said at the book signing on Sept. 15. 




Gretchen Debree, special projects curator for the Willie Frank Li- 
brary, takes a quick glance at Reverend Arlen J. Payne's new book, 
“Consider His Ways,” at book signing event. 


event. “The book is not designed to be an end, but 
a starting point. I really hope the book is a blessing 
to those that pick it up.” 

For one thing, many who have already re- 
ceived a copy of Payne’s book will remember one 
of his favorite Bible passages, Psalm 29:2, which 
states “Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his 
name; worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.” 

“It makes you stop and think about the big 
picture of life,” said Gretchen Debree, the library’s 
special projects curator. “But that’s just how I look 
at it. The book may mean different to someone 
else.” 

Judy Baker, a Tribal citizen from the Holly- 
wood Reservation, spoke highly of Payne’s book. 
In fact, while at the book signing, Baker made sure 
to pick up 1 1 books so she could distribute them to 
interested readers at the Hollywood Reservation. 

She gave an account of not only her experi- 
ence with Payne, but how his book can have a 
positive effect on a reader’s life. 

“I learned a lot from Pastor Payne in his time 
as the pastor of Chickee Church,” Baker said. 
“When he gets on the Bible, the Word of God is 
what he expounds on all the time. He doesn’t give 
his opinions out, so when he says, “Consider His 
Ways,” he really means it.” 

“Buyers of this book will have a better out- 
look on life and can grow in the Lord just by read- 
ing it,” she said. 

The mass release for “Consider His Ways” 
is slated for Nov. 10, with the book to be avail- 
able at Wal-Mart, Target, amazon.com and Chris- 
tian bookstores everywhere. The audio book will 
be available online at www.tatepublishing.com/ 
bookstore. 
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Naji Tobias 

Members of the Big Cypress Seminole Housing Dept, celebrate Tony Moya’s last day of employment on Sept. 24 with a lun- 
cheon and going away party. (L-R, Seated) Moya received a special award from Chairman Mitchell Cypress commemorating 
the work he accomplished throughout his career with the Tribe. 


BC Housing Department Employee Moves On 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 


Staff Reporter 


BIG CYPRESS — For Antonio Moya, a lot has 
been accomplished in his nearly three year employment 
with the Seminole Tribe. 

Since becoming the Big Cypress Housing Dept, as- 
sistant director on Oct. 2, 2006, Moya has played a role 
in the construction of approximately 300 homes Tribal- 
wide. 

On Sept. 25, however, his time with the Tribe came 
to an end. Moya will begin a new career in the solar 
energy industry. 

He admitted he will cherish the lessons he learned 
during his employment with the Tribe. 

“Working with the Tribe was a personal experience 
for me,” Moya said. “I got to meet a whole lot of fami- 
lies in my time here.” 

Prior to his employment with the Tribe, Moya’s 
background was primarily in commercial business con- 
struction. Moya said he used to be instrumental in the 
building of banks, offices and retail business centers be- 
fore he came to the Tribe. 

The move from commercial construction to a resi- 
dential setting was something Moya saw as an opportu- 
nity to do something different from what he was used to. 

“It’s made me more caring to the point I had to real- 
ize that building homes is a personal experience,” Moya 
said. “The Tribe gave me an opportunity that I had never 
experienced before.” 

“At the Tribe, you need to be able to understand 
the needs and wants of each Tribal member,” he added. 
“It’s important that you offer the Tribal members the 
best possible options for them in regards to their hous- 
ing needs, working within the Seminole housing guide- 
lines.” 

Most, if not all, of the new Tribal homes at the Big 
Cypress, Brighton and Hollywood Reservations — all 
of which Moya has had a hand in — are customized to 
each individual Tribal family’s liking. He said it was im- 
perative that all the details and specifications met each 
family’s needs, whether those needs be solar panels or 
an in-home sauna. 

“I’m proud of the fact that many of the Tribal mem- 
bers are in new homes right now,” Moya said. “It was 
great working with the Tribal members in designing and 
customizing their beautiful homes.” 

Moya said much of his success within the Big Cy- 
press Housing Dept, had to do with Holly Tiger Bowers, 


Housing Dept, director. 

As Bowers took on the director role, replacing Troy 
Clay in 2008, streamlining efforts have been made to 
ensure a smooth transition and process for the imple- 
mentation and completion of housing projects Tribal- 
wide. 

But for a brief time, Moya was named the acting 
director of Seminole Housing, overseeing a variety of 
projects at the Big Cypress, Brighton and Hollywood 
Reservations. The decision by Bowers to later move 
Moya to the assistant director role allowed him to focus 
solely on Big Cypress projects. 

That move decentralized the Seminole Housing op- 
erations, which has thus allowed for assistant directors 
in Brighton and Hollywood as well. 

“Holly [Tiger Bowers] has incredible leadership 
skills,” Moya said. “She has a strategy in which she was 
able to have a housing policy approved by the Tribal 
Council last year. Holly focused us on prioritizing our 
housing projects and she made us focus on improving 
the quality of the Tribal homes and communities Tribal- 
wide. She has the Housing Department in a great direc- 
tion right now.” 

One development Moya will always be proud of is 
the fact that Big Cypress will soon finish the construc- 
tion of Hendry County’s first-ever solar powered home. 
The house, which will be owned by Tribal citizen Joe 
Frank and his wife, Rhonda Roff, will feature energy- 
saving solar panels and a net meter. These are designed 
to reduce the need for electricity, and also save them 
some money on their monthly electric bill. 

“I’m very proud to have been part of this project,” 
Moya said. “It has all the latest energy efficiency tech- 
nologies for a residence.” 

The time spent with the Tribe has helped Moya land 
employment with Suntek, a Tampa-based solar panel 
manufacturer. 

He will be expanding his career in another indus- 
try, but his impact with the Tribe has been felt by many 
in the Tribal community, including Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress. 

“I’m hoping that all the Tribal members are happy 
with their homes,” Chairman Cypress said. “I wish Tony 
would have stayed longer to help us build some more 
homes. He was a very good employee with the Tribe. 
He’s a people’s person and that, along with his friendly 
personality, helped him to go out his way to get things 
done for the Tribal members. I wish him the best of luck 
in his future.” 
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Education B 


Tribal Citizen Excels at 
Culinary Arts School 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS “This all has just been a realization 

Staff Reporter of a childhood dream,” Osceola explained 

about his journey throughout the years he 
NORTH MIAMI — Student Jim has spent perfecting his craft. 

“Jimbo” Osceola, a senior in culinary “We had a lot of things we wanted 


management at Johnson 
Wales University, assisted 
classmates in putting together 
their latest five -course culinary 
creation for invited guests on 
the school’s campus Sept. 21. 

In a food presentation titled 
“Tasting India,” Osceola and 
his crew prepared a meal as part 
of their Foods of Asian Cuisine 
course. Throughout the course 
run the students have been in- 
troduced to a country or island, 
including Japan and Thailand. 
They then had to prepare a meal 
based on the cuisine of that lo- 
cation for a grade. 

The courses featured tradi- 



Chris C. Jenkins 

i “Jimbo” Osceola 


to do preparing the meal 
and we wanted to show 
off our skills,” he added. 
“It all worked out the 
way we wanted it to.” 

His class instruc- 
tor Chef Adrian Barber 
agreed. 

“I thought Jimmy 
and the others did a very 
good job,” Barber said. 
“He is a good worker 
with a great attitude. His 
classmates enjoy him 
too.” 

Osceola’s aunt, 
Momingstar, and niece, 
Letitia Foster, attended 


tional Indian favorites including an exotic the meal presentation for support. Both are 
fruit salad, carrot salad, a Parippu/Ladkhi future hopefuls in the culinary program, 
soup, braised lamb, roasted duck and gu- 


lab jamun, a common dessert. 


Please see CULINARY on page 4B 


Education Dept. Hosts Back 
to School Orientation Event 



BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 


die school community,” said Community 
School Administrative Director Kathleen 
A. Frances. 

NAPLES — The Education Dept. Following a pizza party, Immokalee/ 
hosted a Back to School Orientation for Naples Education Advisor Victoria Soto 
the students of the Naples community and distributed Back to School Bash T-shirts 
their parents on the evening of Oct. 1 at the and educational literature to the gather- 
Juanita Osceola Center. ing. During a brief presentation, Soto an- 

nounced plans for the 
Washington, D.C. trip 
scheduled for December 
for sixth through eighth 
graders and discussed the 
curriculum of the tour, 
method of transportation, 
chaperones and accom- 
modations. 

Marie Dufour of the 
Adult Educational Pro- 
gram provided informa- 
tion on GED classes, ba- 
sic adult education with 
reading and math, writing 
skills, vocational training 
and computer fundamen- 
tals that are being offered 
at the center. 

Higher Education 
Recruiter Diana Rocha 
offered to assist with 
evaluation and placement 
opportunities for anyone 
interested in continuing 
their education. 

Tutor Coordinator 
Julissa Collazo congratu- 
lated the Naples com- 
munity for having a very 
high grade point average 
among their students. She 
presented the various as- 
pects of the tutoring pro- 
gram being offered for 
grade level and enrich- 
ment classes, homework 
and test score evaluation. 

“By identifying the 
students strengths and 

A highlight of the event was recogni- weaknesses, the tutors are able to assist 
tion of Tori Osceola and Corinne Zepeda, with the school curriculum, heighten test 
who received awards for the core value of scores and achievements,” Collazo said, 
citizenship at the Community School of A tutor representative, team leader 
Naples during an assembly earlier in the and four teachers are currently providing 
day. Ten sixth grade students were nomi- services to the students in the Naples com- 
nated by their teachers and peers to receive munity and are available to attend confer- 
these prestigious awards. ences between the parents and schools. 

“We are very proud of these students 
and their positive contribution to our mid- 


Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Immokalee/Naples Education Advisor Victoria Soto gives 
Tori Osceola her Back to School Bash T-shirt at the Naples pre- 
sentation, held Oct. 1 at the Juanita Osceola Center. 



Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Immokalee/Naples Education Advisor Victoria Soto congratulates Tori Osceola, Angela 
Osceola and Naples Liaison OB Osceola Jr. after Tori received a citizenship award from the Com- 
munity School of Naples. 
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Elizabeth Martinez 

Students (L-R) Brady Rhodes, Aiyana Tommie, Chandler Pearce, Cheyenne Fish and Layne Thomas take turns watering their freshly planted seeds. 


Students Go Green to Preserve Culture 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — The Charter School 
Culture Dept, classes went green Sept. 15 and 
17 as they planted a vegetable garden behind 
the school. 

The Culture Dept, garden planting is just 
one more tool in preserving the Seminole 
culture, according to Culture Dept, history 
teacher Jade Braswell. 

“A long time ago this is how it was 
done,” Braswell said. “Nowadays they can 
just go to the supermarket and get it. So this 
is just appreciation of what they have.” 

Students planted a variety of vegetable 
seeds including cabbage, com, pumpkin, col- 
lards, onions and peas. 

Classes came out one at a time and lined 
up at arms-length apart and used their hands 
to pat their seeds into the soil. The students 
then took turns watering their freshly planted 
seeds with a watering pail that they passed 
down the line. 

Throughout the harvesting, the Charter 
School students will occasionally water their 
crops and pick weeds during their culture 
class. Back in the classroom, they will leam 
the technical aspect to growing a garden and 
how a traditional garden was taken care of 
years ago before supermarkets. Students will 
receive worksheets to go hand-in-hand with 
their gardening project. 

The plants will be harvested sometime in 
or near November and the classes will then 
be able to enjoy the vegetables they planted. 

“It’s instant gratification,” Braswell said. 
“You feel proud of yourself and you work to- 
gether as a team and get something accom- 
plished.” 



(L-R) Marquis Fudge and Isaac Osceola rake the garden in preparation for planting seeds. 


Ahfachkee Students Attend Literacy Day 



BY NAJI TOBIAS ter; it melts into a vapor,” said Ahfachkee Other booths at the event covered topics 

Staff Reporter Science Teacher Scott Back. “The warm including truancy, physical education and 

water brings the gas up and makes the dry Exceptional Student Education. 

BIG CYPRESS — Literacy Day at the ice evaporate.” 

Ahfachkee School featured a wide 


array of exhibits in an effort to en- 
courage both reading and culture 
at the event held on Sept. 29 in the 
Herman L. Osceola Gymnasium. 

Some of the displays includ- 
ed an English exhibit titled the 
“Toolbox of Literacy” and a cur- 
rent events booth that featured 
international bakery foods from 
countries such as Spain, Denmark, 
China and India. The exhibit also 
included a collage depicting many 
of today’s happenings, such as the 
now-widespread use of the com- 
puter. 

“The students are aware 
of having a global conscience 
through the Internet,” said Alison 
McCulloch, seventh grade current 
events/read-write teacher. “They 
get to explore all the possibilities, 
problems and solutions from the 
whole world.” 

Seminole culture was also in 
the spotlight amongst the exhib- 
its. One booth featured a video 
presentation, showing students’ 
accomplishments in the schooFs 
culture class. 

A science exhibit allowed par- 
ticipants to see dry ice on display. 

“Dry ice won’t melt into wa- 


Naji Tobias 

(L-R) Big Cypress Preschool student Jalee Wilcox, 4, builds a set of alphabet blocks at the Literacy Day event 
with the assistance of Ahfachkee School second grader Richard Don Billie, 7. 
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Students Take Field Trip to Brighton’s 
Historical Marsh Cow Pens 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Students from Pemayetv Ema- 
hakv got a history lesson as they visited the Marsh 
Cow Pens on the Brighton Reservation Sept. 30. 

Brighton resident Stanlo Johns spoke to the stu- 
dents about how the cow pens have been used for 
years in the handling of cattle. 

“Many years ago, I was probably about your age 
coming up here,” Johns said to the students. 

Johns transported them to previous years when 
Brighton only had five usable pens, the Red Bam, 
Tucker Ridge, Bowlegs, 4H Pens and Marsh Pens. 

The Marsh Pens was one of the last to be built and 
had about 900 cows going in and out at a time. 

The students learned what it was like in a time 
when there weren’t bucks or four-wheelers to herd the 
cattle. 

“We didn’t have trucks so guys would ride their 
horses from Red Bam to the pens,” Johns said. 

Once the cattle were corralled at the pens they 
were de-wormed, marked and dipped for ticks. Johns 
explained how the process could take several days for 
the cowboys so chickees and sheds were built for them 
to campout until the work was done. 

Johns also pointed out where the dipping vat was 
once located, but is now buried due to the fear of ar- 
senic. 

The students then entered the pens to get a clos- 
er look. Inside the pens they saw the water sprayers 
which Johns said they used to hydrate the cows. 

The Marsh Pens have been remodeled throughout 
the years with a few pens remaining from the 1920s 
and continues to be used today. 

“We had to modify a lot of things to make it easier 
to work,” Johns said. 



Rachel Buxton 

Stanlo Johns tells the students he has been coming to and 
working at the Marsh Cow Pens for more than 60 years. 



Rachel Buxton 

Stalno Johns (C) explains the history of the Marsh Cow Pens as students get an inside look at their workings. 



PEMAYETV EMAHAKV STUDENT HONORS 


Awards for 
Sept. 9-18 

Kindergarten 
Mrs. Duncan - Leilani 
Burton 

Mrs. Pearce - Jahcole 
Arnold 

Mrs. Webber - Karlyne 
Urbina 

First Grade 


Mrs. Davis - Hyatt 
Pearce 

Mrs. Johns - Alyssa 
Gonzalez 

Mrs. Ringstaff - Destiny 
Elliott 

Second Grade 
Mrs. Ball - Mallorie 
Thomas 

Mrs. Clements - Caillou 
Smith 

Mrs. Moss - Jason 
Sampson 


Third Grade 
Mrs. Pryor - Alicia 
Fudge 

Mrs. Williams - Aleke 
Baker 

Fourth Grade 
Mrs. Paige - Easton 
Moss 

Mrs. Tedders - Michael 
Girtman 

Fifth Grade 
Mrs. Dobbs - Bethany 


Billie 

Mrs. Finney - Erik 
Garcia 

Sixth Grade 
Mrs. Hudson - Tamea 
Allen 

Mrs. Wells - Donovan 
Osceola 

ESE 

Mrs. Bond - Jarrett Bert 




Awards for 
Sept. 21-0ct. 2 

Kindergarten 
Mrs. Duncan - Kyra 
Toneges 

Mrs. Pearce - Shyla 
Holata 

Mrs. Webber - Warrik 
Billie 

First Grade 


Mrs. Davis - Haylie Huff 
Mrs. Johns - Aubee Billie 
Mrs. Ringstaff - Jahbahn 
Arnold 

Second Grade 
Mrs. Ball - Dakota 
Micco 

Mrs. Clements - Keira 
French 

Mrs. Moss - Bevyn Billie 
Third Grade 


Mrs. Pryor - Satie Rico Mrs. Finney - Martina 
Mrs. Williams - Cady 
Osceola 


Fourth Grade 
Mrs. Paige - Layne 
Thomas 

Mrs. Tedders - Rylee 
Smith 

Fifth Grade 
Mrs. Dobbs - Sean 
Osceola 


Herrera 

Sixth Grade 
Mrs. Hudson - Zach 
Hudson 

Mrs. Wells - Rumor 
Juarez 

ESE 

Mrs. Bond - Joseph 
Toneges 


Pemayetv Emahakv Students Dress for School Clothing Competition 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — The Charter School students donned their 
finest traditional Seminole attire Sept. 24 for their annual tradi- 
tional dress competition held in the new cafeteria at Pemayetv 
Emahakv. 

“Everyone looks so nice all dressed up in their traditional 
clothing,” Principal Russell Brown said to the students. 

Each grade took turns parading in front of the judges, model- 
ing their colorful clothing. Seminole Police and Fire Rescue Dept, 
employees had the difficult job of judging the boys and girls, who 
were separated into different divisions forjudging. 



Rachel Buxton 

Aiyana Tommie models her attire for the judges. She won first place for 
her grade level. 


Some boys went all out, adding matching turbans to their out- 
fits, while the girls completed their dresses and skirts with tradi- 
tional beaded jewelry. 

“Thank you so much for participating,” culture/history teach- 
er Jade Braswell said. “You all look really, really nice.” 



Rachel Buxton 


The boys line up, showing off their traditional attire. 


Traditional Dress Competition Results 

Kindergarten 

Boys: 1 . Pherian Baker, 2. Caleb Burton, 3. Diego Meras; Girls: 1 . 
Tehya Howard, 2. Tatiana Torres, 3. Jahcole Arnold. 

First Grade 

Boys: 1 . Norman Osceola, 2. Heith Lawrence, 3. Jahbahn Arnold; 
Girls: 1 . Aleah Turtle, 2. Caylie Huff, 3. Ruby Osceola. 

Second Grade 

Boys: 1 . Kamani Smith, 2. Tucker Johns, 3. Myron Billie; Girls: 1 . 
Luzana Venzor, 2. Burgundy Pearce, 3. Jacee Jumper. 

Third Grade 

Boys: 1. Conner Thomas, 2. Lance Howard, 3. Aidan Tommie; Girls: 

1 . Krysta Burton, 2. Cady Osceola, 3. Alicia Fudge. 

Fourth Grade 

Boys: 1 . Dyami Nelson, 2. Ivess Baker, 3. Richard Harris; Girls: 1 . 
Aiyana Tommie, 2. Camryn Thomas, 3. Sunni Bearden. 

Fifth Grade 

Boys: 1 . Drayton Billie, 2. Ruben Burgess, 3. Trevor Thomas; Girls: 1 . 
Raylon Eagle, 2. Shae Pierce, 3. Deliah Carrillo. 

Sixth Grade 

Boys: 1 . Rayven Smith, 2. Richard Smith, 3. Michael Garcia; Girls: 1 . 
Kalgary Johns, 2. Keyana Nelson, 3. Tyra Baker. 



Rachel Buxton 

First grade dress competition winners (L-R) Aleah Turtle, Caylie Huff, Ruby Osceola, Jahbahn Arnold, 
Heith Lawrence and Norman Osceola. 



The sixth grade Charter School girls pose in their outfits for the judges. 


Rachel Buxton 
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Tribal Career Development Program Students Graduate from Table Games Class 



Elizabeth Leiba 

(L-R, Front Row) Tribal Career Development Program participants Ervina Capricien, Eugenia Osceola, Ashley Harjo, Gilbert 
King, Trudy Osceola and Melissa DeVito with (L-R, Back Row) Director of Table Games Jim Russell, Table Games Instructor 
Sharon Ahl and Regional Vice President of Table Games Joe Giaimo 



BY ELIZABETH LEIBA 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Nine Tribal citizens learned 
the ins and outs of Black Jack, three-card poker, Pai 
Gow and Texas Hold ‘Em in the eight week table game 
class held as a part of their training in the Tribal Career 
Development Program. 

Graduation from this phase of the program was 
held at the Seminole Gaming Offices on Sept. 25 and 
students received certificates recognizing their pro- 
ficiency in the games that form the backbone of the 
Tribe’s casino operations. 

Class participant Gilbert King said the class helped 
him to appreciate the casino workers more and also un- 
derstand casino operations better. 

“We didn’t know anything going into this,” King 
explained. “First I was kind of intimidated; now I feel 
confident.” 

Fellow class member Ervina Capricien believes 
learning about the casino’s inner workings is critical for 
all Tribal citizens. 

“We’re so lucky and we just want more Tribal 
members to join,” Capricien said. “It’s your business 
and who’s going to take care of it better than you?” 

The Tribal Career Development Program was of- 
ficially formed in 2004 and was initiated at the request 
of the Tribal Council. The purpose of the program is to 


train Tribal citizens in gaming and hotel operations to 
prepare them for careers in management. 

The program has two phases, which total about 
three years with exposure to the Tribe’s hospitality and 
casino operations. This includes on-the-job training, 
specialized classroom training, seminars and develop- 
ment activities. 

Instructor Sharon Ahl agrees that the knowledge 
of the casino industry is invaluable for Tribal citizens 
aspiring to management positions within the organiza- 
tion. Her students received a test every week and had to 
pass a final exam and audition to successfully complete 
the class. 

“When they come in, they know nothing about 
gaming,” Ahl explained. “The more they know about 
the gaming industry, the better.” 

For Eugenia Osceola, taking the class was a part of 
her overall goal to climb the ranks in casino operations. 
But she wishes that more Tribal citizens would take ad- 
vantage of these opportunities. 

“A lot of kids take this for granted,” Osceola ex- 
pressed. “If they understood about where their money 
was coming from, they would have a better understand- 
ing of life and how we run our government.” 

For more information about the Tribal Career De- 
velopment Program please contact Director Betty J. 
Goosens at (954)797-5459. 



Elizabeth Leiba 


(L-R) Trudy Osceola presents class instructor Sharon Ahl with a patchwork quilt made by her mother, Cornelia. Class partici- (L-R) Tribal Career Development Program participants Melissa DeVito, Trudy Osceola, Gilbert King, Ashley Harjo, Ervina Ca- 
pants Melissa DeVito and Eugenia Osceola assisted in the presentation of the unique gift. pricien and Eugenia Osceola 


Preschoolers Practice Fitness, Fun at Event 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — More than 35 Brighton preschoolers donned 
their bright yellow “Get Fit Field Day” T-shirts and took to the 
gymnasium to move and groove Sept. 18 at one of the Fitness De- 
partment’s Get Fit Day events. 

“It is so much fun work with these young little athletes,” Tribal 
Fitness Specialist Gina Allardyce said. “It brings us so much joy to 
see their smiling little faces.” 

Allardyce positioned the preschoolers into a large circle to 
warmup. 

The little ones danced and stretched to songs including the 
Beach Boys’ hit “Surfin’ USA.” Allardyce, with the assistance of 
members of the Recreation Dept., helped the preschoolers do arm 
circles and leg squats warming up for the real fun. 

After stretching, the students were split up into groups and 
rotated around the gym to different workout stations that helped 
work on their hand-eye coordination, balance and general health. 
Stations included a beanbag toss, ring toss, obstacle course and soc- 
cer dribble drills. 

The obstacles challenged students by having them jump in and 
out of hoops, leap over small barriers and crawl through tunnels to 
the finish. 

At one station the students practiced their hand-eye coordina- 
tion with the classic egg and spoon relay race. However, this time 
instead of a spoon they used a spatula which made the egg harder 
to balance. 

For the soccer ball dribble drill, the students went one by one 
dribbling rainbow-colored balls down a lane and around a cone be- 
fore making their way back to the starting line. 

For real fun, members of the Fitness Dept, had a giant beach 
ball that took several students to push down the length of the gym. 
The exercise was spiced up by making rules such as the children 
could only use their heads to push the humongous ball. 

“The kids are really getting the hang of it,” Allardyce said. 
“Their hand, eye and foot coordination has improved so much.” 

To commemorate their hard work students received pendants 
that read “Get Fit Champion” to hang on their walls. 



Elizabeth Martinez 

Ashlynn Collins uses coordination in the soccer dribble drill. 




Elizabeth Martinez 

Kobe Micco crawls through the tunnel during Get Fit Field Day. 



Elizabeth Martinez 

Tribal Fitness Specialist Gina Allardyce (L) gets Leviticus Roberts ready to use his hand and eye 
coordination in one of the Get Fit Field Day events. 
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“I come from a family that cooks and I am interest- 
ed in making pastries,” said Foster, who also admitted 
she wants to open her own bakery someday. 

Osceola said he 
comes from a long 
line of cooks, which 
inspired him to pur- 
sue culinary school. 

“I grew up at 
a time when we 
cooked. I am fortu- 
nate that way, and 
cooking was a way 
to connect and talk,” 
he said. 

Osceola admit- 
ted the desire to im- 
prove his skills as 
well as encourage- 
ment and support 
from family and 
friends played a big 
role in his three plus 
years of study at the 
institution. 

“This is a very 
well-rounded educa- 
tion here and a lot of 
the students are also 
working full time 
in the industry,” he 
mentioned. “Meet- 
ing people from oth- 
er parts of the world 
has also been one 
of the best things to 
happen to me.” 

“At this point in 


my life, after I turned 40, 1 said ‘I am going to just do 
it,’ ” Osceola added of his decision to start school. 

The 48-year-old Hollywood native said he hopes 
to graduate from the university in the spring of 2010. 

He also owns the eclectic catering restaurant Cafe 
44, located at the comer of State Road 7 and Stirling 
Road on the Hollywood Reservation. The restaurant 
is currently closed 
while Osceola fin- 
ishes his education. 

As head chef 
of the 3 year old 
eatery, he served 
generous portions 
of soups, salads, 
hot and cold sand- 
wiches and a vari- 
ety of chef specials. 
He said he hopes 
to eventually have 
a reopening some- 
time in 2010. 

Johnson & 
Wales University 
is a private, career- 
oriented university. 
Known for its culi- 
nary arts, business 
and hospitality pro- 
grams, the univer- 
sity is the largest 
food service edu- 
cator in the world. 
The institution has 
four campuses in 
the U.S. including 
a North Miami lo- 
cation. For more 
information please 
call (305) 892-7000 
or (866) 598-3567. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

(L-R) Classmates Michelle Godreau and “Jimbo” Osceola prepare an ex- 
otic fruit salad before their guests arrive. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

“Jimbo” Osceola (L) speaks with a fellow student about the items on the raw food table. The table displayed all of the cook- 
ing ingredients used for the Indian foods presentation. 


Seminole Tribe of Florida 
Native Learning Center (NLC) 

www. nativelearningcenter. com 

Now Hiring! 



• Deputy Executive Director 

Develop and execute strategic and tactical event operations plans, establish and manage event operations and 
budgets. Oversee the planning and implementation of marketing, operations, government relations, 
membership, public relations, finance, media relations, information technology and event management for the 
NLC. 

• Marketing Director 

Oversee all marketing, advertising and promotional staff and activities. The individual will establish 
marketing strategies to meet the organizational objectives of the NLC. 

• Technical Assistance Director 

Responsible for putting together a network of teacher and trainers who will assist to implement and develop 
class curriculum, materials, presentations and schedules for class presentation. 

• Multi-Media Director 

Responsible for directing employees engaged in multi-media productions for NLC. Considerable knowledge of 
all multi-media techniques, and audiovisual equipment required. 

• Administrative Services Director 

Responsible for directing the administrative operations of the Department, coordinating all purchasing, 
personnel, accounting, and record keeping activities. 

• Building & Grounds Director 

Responsible for the overall management of the NLC Building, facilities space planning, project management 
for Center’s events, management of service contracts, security, emergency services, access and key control. 

Other opportunities within the Native Learning Center include: Grants Division Manager, Tradeshow/ 
Conventions Coordinator, Educational Special Events Coordinator, Marketing Coordinator, Advertising, 
Curriculum Development, Faculty Coordinator, Technical Assistance Specialists, Media Productions, 
Programmer, Telecommunications Technician, Procurement Coordinator, Sr. Grants Administrator, Grants 
Administrators, and Grant Writers. 

Native Americans are strongly encouraged to apply! 

Send resumes to kabienaime@semtribe.com or fax: 954-967-3477. 

Visit www.SeminoleTribe.com for a complete fisting of all opportunities within the Seminole Tribe of Florida 




Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee School English teacher Jordan Rosenberg (Second from Right) plays a game of stickball with the students at the 
Culture Camp on Sept. 21 during Ahfachkee Spirit Week. 


Cultural Activities Reign Supreme at 
Ahfachkee School Spirit Week 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 


BIG CYPRESS — Ah- 
fachkee ’s students showed 
their school spirit Sept. 21-23 
as they got in touch with the 
Seminole Indian culture in a 
variety of ways. 

On the first day of Ah- 
fachkee Spirit Week, students, 
teachers and staff members 
enjoyed a few games of stick- 
ball. 

That was followed by a 
storytelling segment on In- 
dian culture, which resonated 
well with the Tribal students. 

Spirit Week continued 
with a session featuring the 
Tribal students in their quest 
to leam how to play drums. 

A door decorating activ- 
ity and a show and tell seg- 
ment were two other popular 
Spirit Week functions the stu- 
dents participated in. 

On Sept. 23, the last day 
of Spirit Week, the students 
and staff members had a 
prayer session at the school’s 
flag pole. 


Naji Tobias 

Jeanette Cypress cooks frybread for lunch on Sept. 21, the first day of Spirit Week. 


Ahfachkee, Miccosukee Schools Receive 
ESE Academic Awards From BIE 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

The Ahfachkee School recently won two Bureau 
of Indian Education (BIE) awards, primarily for excep- 
tional student education (ESE). 

School Principal Walter Swan said each Ahfachkee 
special education student meets high standards in spe- 
cial education. 

BIE figures back up Swan’s statement, confirming 
that under the Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Improvement Act, the Ahfachkee School met the re- 
quirements for the 2007-2008 school year. 

In the BIE’s latest Special Education Levels of De- 
termination chart, the Ahfachkee School scored at 100 
percent in the categories of participation rate, timeliness 
and accuracy of data reporting. 

The findings, according to a letter the BIE sent to 
Swan, also evaluated information such as parent sur- 
veys, annual reports, state assessments, suspension/ 
expulsion rates and least restrictive environment. As a 
result of the evaluation, the Ahfachkee School scored 
10 out of a possible 12 points for Level 1 status, the 
highest possible ranking. 

“An award like this doesn’t just go to any school,” 
Swan said. “It was a hard-earned achievement that we 
at Ahfachkee are very proud of.” 

As a result, the Ahfachkee School was recognized 


by the BIE at the Bureau’s Special Education Academy, 
held Sept. 15-17 in San Diego, Calif. 

“It was a community-wide effort,” said Andrea 
Jumper, an exceptional student education (ESE) in- 
structional aide for the Ahfachkee School. “There were 
a whole lot of people involved in this achievement.” 

Jillian Francis, Ahfachkee ESE coordinator, 
couldn’t agree more. She said she’s “extremely proud 
to be working with the team” at the school. 

Francis also credits Sarah Parker, the Ahfachkee 
School’s previous ESE coordinator with helping the 
school earn the award. Francis, who’s in her second 
year at the Ahfachkee School, replaced Parker during 
the 2008-2009 school year. 

“She helped me transition into this position and she 
had a lot to do with the success of the ESE department,” 
Francis said of Parker. 

Francis, however, said the award “truly belongs to 
the students with special needs.” 

“They have worked really hard in their regular 
classes and have done well in them,” Francis said. 

The Miccosukee Indian School, located on the 
Tamiami Trail, was also recognized for achieving Level 
1 status from the BIE. 

“There are a lot of schools that are doing a lot of 
things well,” Swan said. “It speaks highly of how much 
we are committed to continuous improvement in Tribal 
education.” 



Naji Tobias 

The Ahfachkee School’s exceptional student education (ESE) staff is the proud recipients of two educational awards from the 
Bureau of Indian Education (BIE). 
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Big Cypress Community Members 
Attend Education Dept. Open House 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 


BIG CYPRESS — The Big Cypress 
Education Dept., in conjunction with the 
Willie Frank Library and the Big Cypress 
Cultural Dept., hosted the Big Cypress 
Education Open House, held Sept. 22 at the 
Family Investment Center. 

Staff members from all three depart- 
ments showed participants key features and 
elements of their respective departments at 
the annual event. 

Some of these services include the Ed- 
ucation Dept, offering afterschool services 
such as homework help, tutoring and GED 
reviews. 

“The kids always look forward to [the 
event],” said Big Cypress Education Advi- 
sor Patrick McElroy. “It was a way for ev- 
eryone to see that all of the departments are 
working together to meet the needs of the 
Tribal youth.” 

In addition, the Big Cypress library of- 
fers Tribal citizens free phone call and fax 
services, as well as the ability check out 
books at no charge. Library patrons can also 
use the Internet on the library’s computers 
for free. 

Big Cypress Tribal citizen Joe Frank 
attended the event to leam more about the 
services the Tribal departments offer the 
community. 

“It’s always good to meet the staff from 
these departments,” Frank said, “ft gives us 
a chance to talk to them outside of the office 
setting.” 


Naji Tobias 

(L-R) Gabriel Peter, 6, wins a globe at the Big Cypress Education Open 
House as his mother, Cara Hendrickson, gives him a hug and kiss for his 
accomplishment. 



Tribal Citizens Leam Digital 
Photography Skills in Class 



Naji Tobias 

Class attendee Toi Andrews (L) shows photography instructor Gerald 
Connell the photos she recently took of her 1-year-old son, Lane. 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Seminole 
Adult Vocational Program began a six- 
session digital photography workshop 
on Sept. 21 at the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Mu- 
seum. 

During the first class, held in the 
curatorial classroom, the participants 
learned the basics of using a digital cam- 
era. 

Workshop instructor Gerald Con- 
nell also taught the attendees the proper 
use of the camera’s basic functions, in- 
cluding the shutter speed, aperture and 
ISO. 

Connell offered those in the class 
several tips on how to take crisp and 
clear photos. The ideas include moving 
the camera in as close to the subject as 
possible, taking vertical pictures, using 
the flash setting outdoors and knowing 
the flash’s range. 

Tribal citizen Toi Andrews showed 
Connell some photos she recently took, 
including a black and white photo of 
her 1 -year-old son, Lane. The instructor 
gave her some constructive feedback. 

“Your pictures came out clear,” 
Connell said. “You already got a good 
handle on it.” 

The idea of taking a black and white 
picture of Lane stemmed from Andrews 
trying to leam more about her digital 
camera. 

“We were at home one day and 
Lane just popped up in the living room,” 
Andrews explained. “So I just decided 
to do something different with my cam- 
era and take it in black-and-white.” 

The second class in the series took 
place Oct. 26 and touched on historical 
and contemporary photography and the 
components of taking a good photo. 

The remaining four sessions are 
slated to be held monthly at the museum. 

For more information about the 
digital photography workshop series, 
please contact Marie Dufour with the 
Adult Vocational Program at (954) 989- 
6840, Ext. 10557/10558 or mariedu- 
four@semtribe.com. 
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BIG CYPRESS SHOOTOUT 
seminole wm reenactment 
FEBRUARY 26-28, 2010 

Seeking Seminole Tribal Members and Native Americans to share their Heritage, 
History and Culture during the Big Cypress Shootout at Billie Swamp Safari. 



* BEAD WORK 
* WOOD CARVING 

* PATCHWORK 
♦ DOLL MAKING 
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AND OTHER FOODS 
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For more information call (800) 949-6101 x 12125 
Directions: Take 1-75 (Alligator Alley) to exit 49, 
then drive north 19 miles. 

www.billieswampsafari.travel 
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Health 



Naji Tobias 

(L-R) Lackslay Green administers a flu shot to Seminole Media Productions employee Mark Vogel- 
sand on Oct. 2 at the Big Cypress Family Investment Center. 


Employees Receive Flu Shots 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — David Rojas, a 
Seminole Cattle Ranch operator, doesn’t 
like needles. He said it feels like getting 
stung by a bee. 

But Rojas knows that in light of the 
current H1N1 flu epidemic in the country, 
it’s important to overcome one of his great- 
est fears. 

He was one of many Big Cypress Trib- 
al employees who received a flu shot on 
Oct. 2. 

“Me and needles don’t get along,” Ro- 
jas said. “As a Cattle Ranch employee, I 
have to make sure I don’t get sick out there 
in the field. I don’t want to get anyone in my 
crew or anyone in my house sick.” 

Rojas, who travels to the Big Cypress 
Cattle Ranch every day from Montura, Fla., 
has an 11 -year-old nephew he cares for at 
home. 

The boy, who Rojas did not want to 
identify by name, recently suffered from a 
high fever. Not long after contracting the 
fever, the 11 -year-old was diagnosed with 
the H1N1 flu — a great concern for Rojas. 

“I think my nephew got that from 
school,” Rojas said. “When he got home, he 
was feeling good. But later on in that day, 


he had a bad headache and a 105 degree fe- 
ver. My nephew stayed home and rested up 
after that.” 

Stephanie Henriquez, LPN, said any- 
one with children living in their home is 
at risk for contracting the virus. She added 
that those with a weakened immune system 
and/or a compromised respiratory system 
also have a heightened risk. 

An associate of Maxium Health Ser- 
vices, a Ft. Lauderdale-based contractor 
with the Seminole Tribe, Henriquez offered 
some advice to everyone in an effort to 
safeguard them from the flu. 

Flu season, according to Henriquez, 
began this month and can run through 
March of next year. 

“Exercise, drink lots of fluids and get 
a proper amount of rest each night,” Hen- 
riquez said. “Never go overtired. Your im- 
mune system will weaken.” 

Pneumonia shots were offered as well, 
but H1N1 shots weren’t, as shipments of 
that vaccine are in the process of coming to 
the STOF reservations. 

For more information on the seasonal 
flu, as well as the H1N1 flu virus, pneumo- 
nia and other viral infections, please visit 
the Centers for Disease Control and Preven- 
tion’s website, www.cdc.gov. 



Naji Tobias 


(L-R) David Rojas, an employee with the Seminole Cattle Ranch, watches nervously as Stephanie 
Henriquez, LPN, prepares to administer his flu shot. 


Seniors Attend Lifeline® Presentation 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS - The Big Cypress Se- 
nior Center hosted a Lifeline® presentation 
for its seniors on Oct. 7. 

Scott Akin, an officer with the Semi- 
nole Police Department’s (SPD) Youth and 
Elder Unit, said the Lifeline® device, classi- 
fied as a medical alert service, is a big ben- 
efit for the seniors to have. 

With the SPD having three incidents in 
the past year in which seniors suffered fall 
injuries, according to Akin, Lifeline will be 
a welcome addition to Big Cypress commu- 
nity. 

Recently, SPD ordered a demonstration 
model of Lifeline®, a personal help button 
that allows seniors to have quick access to 
emergency personnel. The demonstration, 
Akin said, will be on display in late October 
or early November. 

“If the seniors had the Lifeline® but- 
ton when they fell, help could come quicker 
for them,” Akin said. “But due to a backup 
system that we’ve had in place for several 
years, which is the ‘R U OK’ checks, the se- 
niors still received help in a timely fashion.” 

The ‘R U OK’ program involves mem- 
bers of SPD communicating with elders ev- 
eryday either by phone or in person to estab- 


lish their safety and well-being. 

As of now, only one Big Cypress senior 
has Lifeline® available at their home. How- 
ever, more seniors will receive the device in 
the near future. SPD’s Youth and Elder Unit 
members are currently processing applica- 
tions for at least four Big Cypress seniors 
who want Lifeline®. 

To qualify for Lifeline® assistance, Big 
Cypress seniors must meet a set of medical 
criteria, as set forth by the Seminole Health 
Dept. The seniors must also have land line 
phone service in their home in order to have 
Lifeline®, according to Akin. 

With about 15 seniors listening to Life- 
line® representative Rosalie Okaty during 
the presentation, they are now aware of 
the benefits it provides for them, including 
peace of mind. 

“It’s a good service because we have a 
lot of Tribal seniors that are living alone,” 
Akin said. “Many of them would quality if 
they applied for Lifeline®.” 

According to Akin, seniors on the Hol- 
lywood Reservation also have Lifeline® ser- 
vices available, with a few of them already 
hooked up. 

For more information on how to apply, 
please call SPD Officer Scott Akin at (863) 
228-2733. 


Health Dept. Holds H1N1 Flu Workshop 

Big Cypress Community Tours Points of Dispensing MINI Vaccine 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — With the H1N1 virus running rampant 
worldwide, the Seminole Health Dept, held a workshop on Oct. 
7, as efforts are being made to provide a vaccination for the virus. 

According to Seminole Health Dept, officials, the H1N1 vac- 
cine should be available at all of the Seminole Tribe of Florida’s 
reservations within the next few weeks. 

The H1N1 workshop, held at the Big Cypress Public Safety 
building, focused mainly on preparations to set up PODs, or points 
of dispensing, on all reservations. 

Adam Yankowitz, director for the Office of Emergency Op- 
eration in Broward County’s Health Department, said right now, 
H1N1, also known as swine flu, is the only flu virus that’s circulat- 
ing through the community. 

“You’re right on track,” Yankowitz said to the workshop at- 
tendees, referring to the H1N1 POD setup. “You’re right where you 
need to be at.” 

H1N1, classified as a mild viral strain by the Centers for Dis- 
ease Control and Prevention, has affected much of the Big Cypress 
Reservation, with the Ahfachkee School closing its doors on Oct. 
6-7. 

That, in itself, makes the POD setups paramount to the reserva- 
tions. Tribal employees also performed mock inoculations during 
the walkthrough tour of the POD. 

The POD setup consists of a reservation station that allows 
Tribal members and employees who are also potential vaccination 
patients to fill out a consent form to possibly obtain a vaccination. 
If approved for the H1N1 vaccination, the patients will be sent to 
a triage station, where a series of health questions will be asked to 
ensure a successful inoculation. 

After that, patients will go to the dispensing station, where they 
will receive the inoculation. Following that, patients will be asked 
to remain at the POD for about 15 minutes to see if an adverse 
reaction to the H1N1 inoculation occurs. Patients will also receive 
information on how to prevent the spread of the virus. 



Naji Tobias 

(L-R) Seminole Fire Rescue Paramedic Daniel Rivers listens to Seminole 
Gaming Director Douglas Cox’s lungs with a stethoscope while Seminole 
Fire Rescue Captain Jonathan Hedrick takes his pulse rate. 



Naji Tobias 

Education Dept. Director Emma Johns (L) receives a mock inoculation at 
the H1N1 POD workshop on Oct. 7. 

According to Seminole Health Dept, officials all these steps are 
necessary for public health and safety purposes. 

There are several types of vaccines that will be available. They 
include a flu mist/intranasal vaccine, which will be available for 
the first round of administrations. The actual H1N1 flu shot will 
be available for everyone else down the road — on an incremental 
basis. 

There are five priority groups that qualify for the first applica- 
tion of H1N1 flu shots. Those categories, according to the CDC, are 
pregnant women, those taking care of children less than 6 months 
old, infants from 6 months to 4 years old, health care profession- 
als and children 5-18 years old with chronic medical conditions. 
Everyone else will have to wait until these groups are taken care of. 

Seminole Health Dept. Director Connie Whidden offered some 
tips on how to deal with the H1N1 flu virus, as well as the seasonal 
flu and other viral infections. 

“Stay calm, back up and do not panic,” Whidden said. “If 
someone has the flu, make sure they stay home. It’s a learning ex- 
perience. 

Bob Tarrant, who was one of the workshop’s speakers, pro- 
vided some parting thoughts on the H1N1 epidemic. 

“Really, this is an opportunity for us to focus in on our pan- 
demic planning,” Tarrant said. “Now, we have a chance to act on 
what we’ve been working on.” 

For more H1N1 information, please visit the Centers for Dis- 
ease Control and Prevention’s website, www.cdc.gov. 



Naji Tobias 

(L-R) Carlos Cruz of the Buildings and Grounds Dept, gives Jeff Anderson information about data he placed on his H1N1 consent form. As discussed 
in the Oct. 7 POD workshop, the data entry station takes patient information to download vital statistics to Florida Shots, an organization that keeps 
track of all H1N1 inoculations. 


Tribal Dept. Offers Tips for Rabies Prevention 


BY JONATHAN VAZQUEZ 
Contributing Writer 

[Editor ’s Note: Jonathan Vazquez is the 
Tribe s animal control & wildlife officer co- 
ordinator. The opinions he expresses are his 
own. If you would like to ask him a question 
or make a comment, please e-mail him at 
johnathanvazquez@semtribe. com] 

Rabies is a disease caused by a virus 
that lives in the saliva of rabid animals. 
This disease is most commonly transmit- 
ted through the bite of an infected animal. 
It is also possible to become infected if the 
animal’s saliva gets into your eyes, nose, 
mouth, or an open wound. 

Despite great advances in diagnosing 
and prevention, rabies is almost always 
deadly in humans who contract it and do not 
receive treatment. 


Animals that can carry rabies are 
skunks, foxes, bats, coyotes, and most com- 
monly, the raccoon. Although raccoons are 
the most common wild animals infected, 
bats are most responsible for the transmis- 
sion of human rabies in the U.S. 

Of the domestic animals, cats are the 
most common domestic animal with rabies 
in the country. However, dogs are the most 
common domestic rabid animal worldwide. 

In a society filled with lovable pets, it 
is not uncommon to have a case of exposure 
appear. It is up to us as guardians of these 
creatures to ensure their health and safety 
in our community. The Seminole Tribe’s 
Environmental Health Department’s Ani- 
mal Control Services hold numerous rabies 
clinics open to all Seminole Tribal citizens 
to ensure the health of all animals in the 
community. 


As indicated in Section 8A of the Semi- 
nole Tribe’s Animal Care & Regulation Or- 
dinance, any animal older than 4 months of 
age must be vaccinated against rabies. Sec- 
tion 9A requires all animals to be licensed 
by the Seminole Tribe of Florida once proof 
of vaccination has been submitted. These 
precautions have been put in place to make 
the communities safer for everyone includ- 
ing our pets. 

If you have pets that need to be vac- 
cinated or registered, please contact the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida’s Animal Control 
Dept, to find out about our next rabies clinic 
or to find another alternative. You can con- 
tact us at (954) 965-1321 or simply stop our 
Animal and Wildlife Service officers and 
ask any questions that you may have. 
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Don’t Let Unpaid Healthcare Bills 
Affect Your Credit Rating 


SUBMITTED BY CONNIE WHIDDEN 
Health Dept. Director 

Please help us ensure your healthcare bills are 
paid in a timely manner, and in turn, protect your 
credit by following these steps: 

Show your Seminole Tribe of Florida (STOF) 
Member Health Plan 
card to medical, dental 
and pharmacy providers 
prior to receiving ser- 
vices. 

Check your Health 
Plan Book or call the 
Health Plan Office to 
make sure the care you 
receive is covered by 
the Health Plan. Some 
services are limited or 
excluded from coverage. 

If you receive a bill 
or a statement for health- 
care services in the mail 
please call the provider 
of service and ask that 
they mail a copy of the 
itemized bill to your 
Health Plan Office so 
that your bill can be pro- 
cessed. The address is 
STOF Health Plan, 5201 
Ravenswood Rd., Suite 
107, Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 

33312; it is also located on the back of your Health 
Plan card. 

In addition, please bring the bill to one of the 
STOF Clinics or mail it to the Health Plan Office. 

If you receive a collection notice from a col- 
lection agency for an unpaid healthcare bill, again, 
please call the collection agency and ask that they 
submit an itemized bill to the Health Plan Office so 


your bill can be processed. If you have any questions 
you may call the Health Plan and they will assist you. 

Please also bring the bill to the STOF Clinic or 
mail it to the Health Plan Office for processing. We 
may ask you to sign a release form to allow the col- 
lection agency to speak with us about your bill and to 
obtain a copy of the bill. 

Review the bi- 
annual explanation 
of benefits statement, 
which provides de- 
tailed information 
about each medical 
and dental bill pro- 
cessed on your behalf, 
and is mailed to you. 
Please note that you 
are responsible to pay 
the provider of service 
for the amounts listed 
under the patient re- 
sponsibility column. 

Please call the 
Health Plan Office 
at (866) 505-6789 if 
you have questions 
or need assistance in 
resolving an unpaid 
healthcare bill. 

If you currently 
have unpaid health- 
care bills appearing 
on your credit report 
we will attempt to resolve these debts for you. Please 
contact Debi DeHass at (954) 962-2009, Ext. 10323 
for assistance. 

She will need a copy of your credit report listing 
the unpaid healthcare bills and a signed release form 
you giving her permission to contact the collection 
agency on your behalf to discuss your account and to 
obtain a copy of your bill for processing. 




THE HEALTHY SENIOR BY FRED CICETTI 


[Editor s Note: Fred Cicetti is 
a syndicated columnist who writes 
about issues concerning senior 
citizens’ health. The opinions he 
expresses are his own. If you would 
like to ask a question, please write 
to fred@healthygeezer.com. All 
Rights Reserved ©2009 by Fred 
Cicetti.] 

Flu season in the northern 
hemisphere can range from as early 
as November to as late as May. The 
peak month usually is February. 

However, this coming sea- 
son is expected to be unpredict- 
able because of the emergence of 
the H1N1 influenza virus or swine 
flu. The H1N1 has caused the first 
global outbreak and pandemic of 
influenza in more than four de- 
cades. 

There is concern that the 2009 
H1N1 virus may make the season 
worse than a regular flu season. It 
is feared that there will be many 
more hospitalizations and fatalities 
this season. The 2009 H1N1 virus 
caused illness in the U.S. during 
the summer months when influenza 
is very uncommon. 

The 2009-10 flu vaccine 
protects against the three main 
flu strains that research indi- 
cates will cause the most illness 
during the flu season. The sea- 
sonal vaccine is not expected to 
protect against the 2009 H1N1 
virus . A vaccine for 2009 H 1 N 1 
is being produced and may be 
ready for the public in the fall. 

The 2009-2010 vaccine 
can be administered anytime 
during flu season. However, 
the best time to get inoculated 
is October through November. 

The protection provided by 
the vaccine lasts about a year. 
Adults older than 50 are prime 
candidates for the vaccine since 
the flu can be fatal for people in 
this age group. 

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) 
estimates up to 20 percent of 
the population gets the flu each 
year. 

The CDC also reports 
vaccination rates are better 
for those older than 65. About 
7 in 10 seniors get their flu 
shots. You can get the flu vac- 
cine from your doctor, at public 
health centers, senior centers, 
pharmacies and supermarkets. 

For more than four de- 
cades, the flu vaccine has been 
strongly recommended for old- 
er people, but now some scien- 
tists say the vaccine probably 
doesn’t work well for those 70 


years old and older. About 75 per- 
cent of flu deaths happen to people 
in this age group. 

Flu is a contagious illness of 
the respiratory system caused by 
the influenza virus. Flu can lead to 
pneumonia, bronchitis, sinusitis, 
ear problems and dehydration. 

Droplets from coughing and 
sneezing spread the flu. An adult 
with flu can infect others begin- 
ning one day before symptoms 
develop and up to five days after 
becoming sick. Children, however, 
may spread flu for more than seven 
days. 

The best way to combat the 
bug is to get the flu vaccine. You 
have to get inoculated annually be- 
cause new vaccines are prepared 
every year to combat new versions 
of the virus. When you battle the 
flu, you develop antibodies to the 
invading virus, but those antibod- 
ies don’t work on new strains. The 
vaccine does not prevent flu in all 
people; it works better in younger 
recipients than older ones. 


Contrary to rumor, you can’t 
catch the flu from the vaccine. The 
flu vaccine is not made from a live 
virus. 

The recovery time for the flu is 
about one to two weeks. However, 
in seniors, weakness may persist 
for a longer time. 

The common scenario for flu 
is a sudden onset of symptoms, 
which include chills, fatigue, fever, 
cough, headache, sore throat, nasal 
congestion, muscle aches and ap- 
petite loss. 

While nausea, vomiting and 
diarrhea can be related to the flu, 
these are rarely the primary flu 
symptoms. The flu is not a stom- 
ach or intestinal disease. The term 
stomach flu is a misnomer. 

When symptoms strike, get 
to a doctor as soon as possible; 
the faster the better. There are pre- 
scription antiviral drugs to treat flu. 
Over the counter medicines can 
help relieve symptoms of the flu. 
You should also drink liquids to 
prevent dehydration, and sleep to 
bolster your immune system. 
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Preferred-Ultimate 

Travel & Entertainment 


UPCOMING LOCAL EVENTS 


CONCERTS 

JEWEL 

STEVE MILLER BAND 
QUEEN LATIFAH 
JACKSON BROWNE 
ROGER DALTREY 
JONAS BROTHERS 
MILEY CYRUS 
KELLY CLARKSON 


SPORTS 

MIAMI DOLPHINS 
MIAMI HEAT 
MIAMI HURRICANES 
NASCAR FORD 400 

PRO BOWL 
SUPER BOWL 



Premium Seating For 
All Local & Worldwide Events! 

One Call Does It All! 

. CONCERTS 
. SPORTS 
. THEATRE 
. CRUISES 
. AIRLINES 
. HOTELS 
. CAR RENTALS 
. LIMOS 

. TRAVEL PACKAGES 
. HONEYMOONS 

PASSPORT & VISA SERVICE! 


EVENTS 305.444.TIXX (8499) 
800.881.8499 

TRAVEL 305.445.6566 
866.445.6566 


COME VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE! 
WWW.VIPTICKETPLACE.COM 
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THE PREFERRED TICKET BROKER OF THE SEMINOLE & MICCOSUKEE TRIBE SINCE 1985 
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Shane Le Mar Eicee 


Smithsonian 
Affiliate Membership 


SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA 

AH-TAH-THI-KI 


Friday November 6 

1 0:30 am Introduction and National Anthem 
1 0:45 Seminole Stomp Dancers 

11:30 Critter Show 

1 2:30 Yellowbird Apache Dancers 

1:15 Raffle and Announcements 

1 :30 Alligator Wrestling Show 

2:30 Star Search Contestant 

3:00 Casper and the 602 Band 

Saturday November 7 Sunday November 8 

1 1 :00 am Introduction and National Anthem 
11:15 Seminole Stomp Dancers 

12:00 Critter Show 

1:00 Casper and the 602 Band 

1 :45 Raffle and Announcements 

2:00 Yellowbird Apache Dancers 

2:45 Alligator Wrestling Show 

3:30 Star Search Contestant Winner 
Casper and the 602 Band 


12" 1 Annual 

AIAC 

. AMERICAN INDIAN ARTS CELEBRATION " 

Seminole Tribe of Florida 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 


& 






Bring the Family! 

November 6 th - 8 lh , 2 
Big Cypress Seminole 
Reservation 

9 am - 5 pm Friday 

10 am - 5 pm Saturday & Sunday 

• Adults $ 9.00 

• Children/Seniors/Military with ID $ 6.00 

• Children 4 & Under FREE 

Price of admission includes Museum 

• FREE parking 

An indigenous cultural explosion in the Everglades. Authentic Native American 
arts, crafts, food, dance and music. American Indian artisans spanning the 
country from the far West to the deep South. Featuring a Children's Craft 
Corner, Raffle Prizes, Dance Participation, and Alligator Wrestling. 

Special performance daily by Native American Reggae singing sensation 
CASPER and the 602 Band. 


www.ahtahthiki.com • Phone 877.902.1113 
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Sports 

Rodeo Competitors Attend 
EIRA Yearend Banquet 



BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BRIGHTON — The Brighton Vet- 
eran’s Building was transformed into a 
ranch and rodeo atmosphere for the 2009 
Eastern Indian Rodeo As- 
sociation (EIRA) banquet 
on the evening of Oct. 10. 

Members of the EIRA 
have competed in rodeo 
competitions for the past 
year in an effort to accu- 
mulate sufficient points to 
become EIRA champions, 
reserve champions and 
qualifiers for the Indian 
National Finals Rodeo, to 
be held Nov. 11-14 in Las 
Vegas, Nev. 

The red dust of the 
arena clay has cleared, the 
points have been tabulated 
and the winners were an- 
nounced at the End of the 
Year Banquet. The 2009 
champions received hand- 
somely tooled commemo- 
rative saddles and lifetime 
bragging rights for their 
accomplishments. 

Engraved gold and 
silver buckles were pre- 
sented to the champions 
of the non-sanctioned 
events, junior rodeo and 
reserve champions. 

Ivan Bruisedhead and 
Leanna Billie participated 
in as many events as pos- 
sible throughout the year 
and their skills, deter- 
mination and hard work 
paid off when it was an- 


nounced they accumulated the most points 
for the year. As men’s and women’s all 
around champions, they were presented 
with championship saddles. 

Junior rodeo participants work to 
achieve the same goals and develop the 


Ivan Bruisehead (R) is named 2009 EIRA all around men’s cham- 
pion. (L-R) EIRA Vice President Paul Bowers Sr., Wilse Bruised- 
head, Jeff Johns and Ayze Henry were on hand to present his 
commemorative saddle. 



Judy Weeks 

(L-R) EIRA Vice President Paul Bowers Sr. and Jeff 
Johns watch as Kalgary Johns is awarded a buckle 
by Calf Roping Director Wilse Bruisedhead for being 
named 2009 barrel racing champion for her division. 


skills necessary to compete in the 
sanctioned events. 

Kelton Smedley was named 
the 2009 boys’ all around cham- 
pion. Known to family, friends and 
rodeo fans as “K-Dog,” Smedley 
has worked his way up from mut- 
ton busting to riding some of the 
meanest rough stock on the junior 
rodeo circuit. 

The 2009 girls’ all around 
champion, Kalgary Johns, started 
riding as a toddler and has tried her 
hand at a multitude of rodeo events 
from mutton busting to calf riding, 
roping and barrels. 

During opening remarks, 
EIRA President Josh Jumper said: 
“I want to begin by expressing my 
appreciation to our secretary Me- 
lissa Gopher and the Board of Di- 
rectors, who have worked hard and 
made 2009 a success. This year we 
have added two new events to the 
roster and dedicated long hours to 
training and helping our youth de- 
velop their rodeo skills.” 

“Helping our youth to achieve 
their goals is one of our primary 
efforts,” continued Jumper. “We 
support college scholarship fund- 
ing and our participants as they 

Please see EIRA on page 5C 





Shelley Marmor 

Eva Ray Stewart (C) from the 2-year-old class scores a point for the girls’ team as the entire class crowds around the stick. 


Preschoolers Play Traditional Stickball Games 


BY SHELLEY MARMOR 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD 

About 75 students from the 
1-, 2-, 3-, and 4-year-old 
classes at the Hollywood 
Preschool participated in a 
series of girls versus boys 
stickball games Sept. 23 
on the ball field. The event 
took place in conjunction 
with the Indian Day holiday 
on Sept. 25. 

After reciting the 
Pledge of Allegiance in 
Mikasuki, the traditional 
game got underway with 
preschool instructors and 
aides, as well as Culture and 
Seminole Police Dept, em- 
ployees, on hand to assist. 

During the games, 
which lasted about five min- 
utes each, the 3- and 4-year- 
old boys’ teams used their 
sticks to grab and pick up 
the ball before throwing it at 
the large stick in the center 
of the playing field to score 
a point. 

The opposing girls’ 
teams had to prevent the 
boys’ teams from scoring by 
keeping the ball away from 
them. The girls also had to 
throw the ball at the stick 
to score points, except they 
don’t use sticks and picked 


up the ball with their hands. 

Neither the boys nor the 
girls in the 1- and 2-year- 
old classes used sticks dur- 
ing their games, as they 
lack the coordination to use 
them properly. They, how- 
ever, still participated and 
all players used their hands 
to pick up the ball. 

According to Preschool 
Parent Involvement Coordi- 
nator Dawna Bell, the chil- 
dren play a game similar to 
how the adults would play 
it, but said their games are 
a lot less rough. She said 
because stickball is such a 
physically aggressive sport 
the preschoolers only play 
about twice a year — once 
during the Indian Day holi- 
day and again in February 
at about the same time as 
the annual Seminole Tribal 
Fair. 

“They don’t really play 
it that often because it is a 
very physical sport,” Bell 
said. “In reality the players 
really go at each other and 
anything goes.” 

Following the chil- 
dren’s games, employees 
from the Culture Dept, took 
on members of the Semi- 
nole Police Dept, with the 
Culture Dept, triumphing. 



Shelley Marmor 

(L-R) Jack Tiger and Jose Puente Jr., both from the 4-year-old class, scramble to 
pick up the ball with their sticks. 


Mingo Jones Earns Black Belt in Ceremony 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

DAVIE, Fla. — Tribal citizen Mingo 
Jones celebrated a milestone on Sept. 12. 

Already an accomplished martial art- 
ist, he added one more discipline to his 
repertoire by gaining black belt status in 
the ancient Korean martial art Hapkido in a 
ceremony held at the International Hapkido 
Federation studio in Davie, Fla. 

Joined by classmates Jason Meeks and 
Alex Nunez, as well as family members, 
Jones performed the necessary rites to attain 
his black belt and became the first known 
Seminole in the U.S. to achieve the high 
rank. It is a moment the Panther Clan mem- 
ber said he has been working toward since 
2002. 

“I have been gaining knowledge this 
whole time and climbing the mountain,” 
Jones explained. “This discipline has taught 
me to harmonize.” 

“The hardest part of it all has been tak- 
ing that initial first step. Now everything 
will become a lot easier,” he continued. 

To reach the black belt level in Hapkido 
there are four other colored belts to gain first 
— white, yellow, blue, and brown. 

As a part of the ceremony Jones and 
his classmates took part in a series of tests 
called “tests of center.” The exercises mea- 
sure power, physical strength, calmness, 
spirit and balance. 

There are also three levels and four 
ranks to attain master status in the disci- 
pline. Jones said he wants to continue on and 
become a master someday. He also holds a 


first degree black belt in another more well 
known and popular practice, Tae Kwon Do. 

Brighton Board Rep. Johnnie Jones Sr. 
attended the affair to support his brother, 
Mingo. He said he remembers his brother 
idolizing the legendary pioneer of tradition- 
al martial arts and Kung Fu, Lee Jun Fan, 
better known to the world as Bruce Lee. 

“Ever since he got into Tae Kwon Do 


years back this has been something he has 
wanted to do,” Rep. Jones said. “Once he 
sets his mind to do something he does it. 
This has always been a part of the Jones 
family.” 

The road to such an achievement has 
been long for the 51 -year-old who has over- 

Please see JONES on page 3C 
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Big Town, Fab Five Claim Victories in Tigertail Basketball Tournament 


Still Got Game, Native Ladies Take Top Spots in Legend's Division Play 



BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Many teams participated in the 
third annual Tigertail Brothers Basketball Tournament, 
held Sept. 17-19 at the Herman L. Osceola Gymnasium. 

In the end, there were two overall winners, Big 
Town from the men’s bracket and Fab Five from the 
women’s side. 

During the men’s final, played on the night of Sept. 
19, the Big Town squad scored 21 three-pointers during 
the title game against Brighton Recreation, leading to 
their 114-84 victory. 

Big Town’s Eric Beatty scored 28 points and six 
three-pointers, Jerome Davis, 27 points, three three- 
pointers, Amos Huggins, 26 points, six three-pointers, 
Jerome Huggins, 13 points, three three-pointers, and 
Shaun Dougherty, 10 points, four three-pointers,. 

“We just wanted to jump on Brighton as early as we 
could,” said Beatty, who stands at 6’8”. “They looked 
really tired from playing all day, so we just wanted to 
get the tournament early as quick as we could.” 

Though Brighton was completely dominated by 
Big Town in this high-tempo game, Daven Willis of- 
fered no excuses for the end result. 


“Big Town has a lot of big players,” Willis said of 
the team, whose players have an average height of 6 ’2” 
compared to the average Brighton player at 5 ’9”. 

“The three-point shots were killing us in the first 
half,” he continued. “With their huge size advantage 
over us we just couldn’t match up with them. The better 
team won the tournament; that’s all I can say.” 

On the women’s end, Fab Five outlasted a gutsy 
Lady Bailers team en route to a 40-27 championship 
game win. 

According to, Crystal Yazzie, who led the Fab Five 
and scored 1 1 points in the final, one key factor helped 
her team win the game. 

“We just played really good defense throughout the 
tournament,” Yazzie said. “All I can say is that defense 
wins championships.” 

The tournament, dedicated to the memory of broth- 
ers Malcolm and Duane Tigertail, was organized by 
their mother, Minnie. The purpose of the competition is 
to celebrate the lives of the two young men, who passed 
away in 2000 and 2007, respectively. 

Tigertail spoke passionately about her two sons, 
who she said both enjoyed the game of basketball. 

“It means a lot to our family and friends to have a 
tournament like this every year,” she said. “Malcolm 
and Duane’s passion was always 
basketball, regardless of what- 
ever reservation they could play 
on.” 

Tigertail added that she en- 
joyed watching all the tourna- 
ment’s participants compete, 
saying “it was like watching my 
two sons play.” 

In the Legend’s Division 
tournament, held Sept. 17 for 
competitors 35 and older, Still 
Got Game, 3-0, went undefeated 
in the men’s bracket as they beat 
out the Big Cypress Men, 43-21. 
The Big Cypress Men finished 

1- 2 in this tournament, while 
Brighton Board was 0-2 in the 
competition. 

As for the women’s leg- 
ends, the Native Ladies, 3-0, 
came away with the title in a win 
against the Big Cypress Women, 

2- 2. The third place team, Young 
Legends, finished 0-2 in the tour- 
nament. 

Still, the records didn’t mat- 
ter to any of the competitors at 
the end. It was all about holding 
up the Tigertail tradition. 

“It’s a nice memorial where 
it brings people together,” said 
Geraldine Osceola, who played 
on the Young Legends women’s 
team. “We all had a good time 
and we appreciate Minnie Tiger- 
tail for putting this on because it 
has brought us all here in memo- 
ry of Malcolm and Duane. We’ll 
never forget these two legends.” 


Naji Tobias 

Big Town’s Jerome Davis powers his way for a lay-in for a 50-26 lead over Brighton with 
2:56 left in the first half of the men’s championship game. 



Naji Tobias 

Big Town went undefeated in the Tigertail Brothers men’s tournament and earned the right to be called champions in this 
year’s competition. 


Halloween Classic Youth Basketball Tournament Results 



Hollywood’s Grant Osceola (C), playing in the 9 and younger co-ed game against BC, man- 
ages to steal the ball from his opponents. 


Shelley Marmor 

(L-R) Arek Jumper from the Hollywood team blocks Jessalynn Osceola of the Brighton team 
in a 9 and younger co-ed game. 



14-17 Year Old Division 

Boys: 1 . BC, 2. Brighton, 3. Hollywood 
Girls: 1 . Hollywood, 2. BC, 3. Brighton 

10-13 Year Old Division 

Co-Ed: 1 . Hollywood, 2. Brighton, 3. BC 

9 Year Old and Younger Division 

Big Cypress, Brighton, Hollywood teams all 
received medals for their participation 


Ben Gonzalez 

(L-R) Neko Osceola runs down the court after Ethan Cypress as he makes his way to his 
team’s basket in the 10-13 year old co-ed division game. 


Terri Baker (L) of the Brighton team shoots the ball in the 14-17 
girls’ game against Hollywood. 


Shelley Marmor 

Kaitlynn Osceola (C) of Hollywood gets control of the ball and gets ready to make her shot. 



JONES 

From page 1C 
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Judy Weeks 

Eastern Indian Rodeo Association champions (L-R) Justin Gopher and Naha Jumper take fifth 
place at the Immokalee Seminole Youth Ranch Round Robin, held at the John Jimmie Memorial 
Arena on Sept. 26. 


Seminole Youth Ranch Hosts 
Team Roping Event 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — The Immokalee 
Seminole Youth Ranch kicked off a new 
season of team roping events with a round 
robin event at the John Jimmie Memorial 
Arena on Sept. 26. 

Capped at #6 and Under by the U.S. 
Team Roping Championship (USTRC) 
classification, entries included 19 headers 
and 13 heelers. 

“Without a covered arena, we are fre- 
quently handicapped during the summer 
months by rain and wet arena problems,” 
said Immokalee Youth Ranch Director 
Kenny Joe Davis Sr. “Now that the rainy 
season is behind us, we are looking for- 
ward to resuming our practice sessions, 
jackpots and team roping events.” 

The steers were fast, but the ropers 
were ready and many made their catches 
right out of the box. As a one-head round 
robin, every header had the opportunity to 
rope with every heeler one time resulting 
in 247 team combinations. 

The 2009 Eastern Indian Rodeo As- 


sociation (EIRA) champion heeler Naha 
Jumper and reserve champion header Jus- 
tin Gopher made a clean sweep of fifth 
place. They will be among the contestants 
representing the EIRA at the 2009 Indian 
National Finals Rodeo, held Nov. 11-14 in 
Las Vegas, Nev. 

Every time a team completed a catch, 
each member earned a point for the down. 
At the end of the competition the total 
downs were tabulated and the headers and 
heelers with the most catches received the 
winning scores. 

Timers were used for back up and five 
second penalties added for one leg catches 
and broken barriers. The roper with the 
fastest total time wins in the event of a 
tie. Less than a two second margin broke 
the tie for second and third place headers. 
First, second, fourth and fifth place heel- 
ers depended on the clock to establish 
their final placement. 

The winners were as follows: Head- 
ers: 1. Alexi Benitez, 2. Jose Torres, 3. 
Willie Abrue, 4. Trouble Hagan, 5. Justin 
Gopher; Heelers: 1. Bear Weeks, 2. Pablo 
Delgado, 3. Justin Hawkins, 4. Hoelito 
Vigil, 5. Naha Jumper. 


come a host of health issues in his past 
including drug abuse, diabetes, coronary 
artery disease, high blood pressure and situs 
inversus, a rare, congenital condition where 
major visceral organs are reversed in the 
body. 

“The character and commitment to 
reach black belt status is very high,” Jones’ 
instructor Master Jeff Allen of the Interna- 
tional Hapkido Federation pointed out. “He 
is an excellent student and a joy to teach.” 

As a sixth degree black belt, Allen has 
been teaching the art for more than 30 years. 
He opened his school in 2001 with Jones 
joining soon afterward. 

“We focus on real world application in 
this discipline and he likes that,” Allen noted 
of his student. “Mingo Jones is the pinnacle 
of what a black belt should be.” 

Hapkido, meaning “harmony through 
body and mind coordination,” is die philos- 
ophy and techniques applied by combining 
physics, geometry, psychology and physiol- 
ogy. Requiring physical and mental coordi- 
nation, Hapkido uses dynamic, below the 
waist kicks as self-defense against kicks and 
hand strikes. 

For more information, please log on to 
www.hapkiyoosool.com, or call (954) 229- 
7444. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Mingo Jones puts on his black belt during the ceremony, held Sept. 12 at the International Hapkido 
Federation studio in Davie, Fla., as his classmates look on. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

(L-R) Master Jeff Allen, sister-in-law, Nancy, brother and Brighton Board of Directors Rep., Johnnie Sr., and sister, Judy, support Mingo Jones after he 
receives his black belt in Hapkido. 


Third Annual Theda Osceola Softball Tournament Another Success 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Theda Osceola’s brother, Howard, prepares to throw out the first pitch before the start of tour- 
nament action. 



BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 

Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — For the third year 
running, friends and family gathered in the 
spirit and memory of Tribal citizen and avid 
softballer Theda Osceola in the annual All- 
Indian Theda Osceola Co-ed Softball Tour- 
nament Oct. 9-10. 

Teams from the Trail, Big Cypress and 
Hollywood Reservations, as well as out of 
town visitors from the Mississippi Band 
of Choctaw Tribe, participated in the four- 
team event with Theda Osceola’s son, Milo, 
as the organizer. 

“She liked softball and it was a big 
thing to her,” Osceola explained of his 
mother. “Being together as a family and 
playing is one of my best memories of her.” 

Before round robin tournament play 
began on the tournament’s opening day, 
Juanita Osceola gave an emotional prayer 
and speech about her sister, Theda. 

“Thank you all for coming out and sup- 
porting this. Hopefully, it will continue to 
get better and better,” she said. “It is always 
good to do something like this in memorial 
and when we get together like this it is re- 
ally good.” 

Brother Howard Osceola threw out the 
first pitch of the opening game featuring the 


host team the Super Seminoles (SS) out of 
Hollywood taking on Team Trail. 

“She always liked to do stuff like play 
softball,” he said. “She always liked sports 
and this is in good memory of her.” 

Both teams established some early ex- 
citement with a tie early in the fourth at 7-7 
in a back and forth battle. Team SS would 
gain control in the latter innings however 
and squeeze out a 16-13 win. 

On Oct. 10, single elimination playoff 
action began. 

The Choctaw team from Mississippi, 
Team Mod Squad, came into the tournament 
championship game as the front runner with 
Tribal citizen and coach Mingo Jones orga- 
nizing the group. They faced Team SS. 

Mod Squad coasted through the round 
robin prelims and headed into the champi- 
onship game undefeated. 

They would dominate coming out with 
a convincing 15-5 win led by players Gavin 
Williams, Justin Willis, Muffin Jimmie and 
pitcher Adam Lewis. 

He said part of the key to his team’s 
success was their chemistry and often 
playing together in Mississippi for several 
months each year. Although it was his first 
appearance he explained that the core of 
the squad remained from their 2007 tourna- 
ment team. 


“I thought it was pretty fun for my first 
time,” Lewis said. “I just liked having fun 
and playing. It is fun to play against other 
Tribes.” 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Philmon Bowers of Team Trail takes a breather in 
between action. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Mike Onco gets a hit and runs toward first base in his game. 


Chris C. Jenkins 


Tournament organizer Milo Osceola (C) with the Theda Osceola champioi 


Squad 
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Rachel Buxton 

Pittman Sampson focuses and wins first place with a score 
of 177. 


Rachel Buxton 

Joyce Jumper Piz gets ready to send her ball down the lane 
for a high score of 181 in the 3-6-9 game. 


Bowlers Remember Dawn Marie Snow 
Fertitta at Memorial Tourney 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

OKEECHOBEE, Fla. 

Friends and family gathered at 
Stardust Lanes in Okeechobee Oct. 
10 to remember the late Dawn Ma- 
rie Snow Fertitta at the 6th annual 
bowling memorial in her name. 

More than 25 teams of two 
competed for the top score in four 
different games — two regular, one 
3-6-9 and one no tap. 

“I just love it because they 
came out here to remember my 
mom and have a good time,” McK- 
ayla Snow said. 

Upon entering the bowling al- 
ley a big banner with a picture me- 
morializing the late Fertitta was on 
display along with her nickname, 
Bud. 

“It was just an off the wall 
name that popped into my head,” 
Fertitta’s father, Elbert, said refer- 
ring to the nickname he gave his 
daughter. 

McKayla Snow started the day 
off with a song dedicated to her 
mother. Snow sang “I Miss You” by 
recording artist Miley Cyrus. She 
said she decided to sing it because 
Cyrus wrote that song in remem- 
brance of her grandfather she lost. 

Snow accompanied by her 
cousin, Rumor Juarez, sang another 


song in dedication to her late moth- 
er; a song by country singer Alan 
Jackson titled “Sissy’s Song.” 

“I was driving and whenever I 



Rachel Buxton 


McKayla Snow throws out the first ball 
in the tournament, using her late moth- 
er’s bowling ball. 


heard it, it made me think of Bud 
and what happened to her,” Elbert 
Snow said 

Following the song and a mo- 
ment of silence McKayla Snow 
took her mother’s bowling ball and 
headed down to the lanes to throw 
out the first ball. 

The bowlers then warmed up 
and the competition began going 
into the late evening. 

Beverly Tommie and Kevin 
Tommie took the first place finish 
for the first regular game with a 
team total of 432. 

Farrah Jones and Elbert Snow 
snagged the 3-6-9 win with a score 
of 444. 

The third game bowled regular 
went to Patricia Wilcox and Pittman 
Sampson with a team total of 376. 

The no tap first place finish 
went to Laurie Snow and Jerome 
Davis with a score of 473. 

Throughout the tournament 
money was collected for a 50/50 
drawing with proceeds going to- 
ward the Dawn Marie Snow Fertitta 
nursing scholarship that is given out 
each year to a graduating senior. 

Door prizes were also given out 
adding to the fun. 

TTie family of the late Fertitta 
would like to thank everyone that 
made the bowling memorial a great 
success. 
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Seniors Compete in Annual 
Martha Tiger Pool Tournament 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Win or lose, it’s safe 
to say that the 8th annual Martha Tiger Pool 
Tournament served as an active event for the 
senior participants. 

Held at the Big Cypress Senior Center 
on Oct. 2, a host of seniors gave their all in 
the competition, which generally embodied 
what the late Martha Tiger, who passed away 
in 2001, represented when she was a Senior 
Center member. 

Tiger was honored and remembered 
by the participants as a person who liked to 
shop and travel frequently. She also liked to 
play pool. All of that led the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida’s Tribal leaders to host an annual 
pool tournament in Tiger’s name eight years 
ago. 

“[The seniors] just come out here and 
have a good time,” Chairman Mitchell Cy- 
press said. “We’re here to celebrate the me- 
morial of Martha, one of our senior citizens 
who had been here for a while. Her and her 
sister, Juanita, they were both very active. So 
that’s why everyone comes out here.” 

Tiger’s radiant presence even rubbed off 
on Cecilia Guzman, the Senior Center’s site 
manager. Guzman, who began working at the 
Senior Center nine years ago, did not know 
Tiger for too long. But in the short time that 
Guzman did, she said Tiger had an effect on 
her. 

“To me, personally, she’s still in our 
hearts,” Guzman said of Tiger. “The little bit 
that I did know her, I did leam to appreciate 
her. And this brings memories of her back.” 

The pool participants, who came from 
various reservations, enjoyed mingling with 
each other as well as competing. 



Naji Tobias 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress focuses on his shot in 
the 8-Ball competition at the Martha Tiger Pool 
Tournament. 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Board Rep. Paul Bowers Sr. takes his shot in 8-Ball play. 


Results from the Martha Tiger Pool Tournament 

8-Ball 

Women: 1 . Laura Clay, 2. Jane Freeman, 3. Alice Sweat, 4. Louise 
Osceola, 5. Jenny Johns; Men: 1 . Russell Osceola, 2. Joe Junior 
Billie, 3. Chairman Mitchell Cypress, 4. David Bowers, 5. Paul 
Bowers. 

Scotch Doubles 

1 . Laura Clay and Joe Junior Billie, 2. Jane Freeman and Rudy 
Osceola, 3. Louise Osceola and 
James Cornelius, 4. Jenny Johns and Jonah Cypress, 5. Alice 
Sweat and Earl Kirkland. 



Naji Tobias 

(L-R) Big Cypress Senior Center Site Director Cecilia Guzman, 8-Ball women’s winner Laura Clay and Big Cypress Recreation 
Dept. Coordinator Steve Frost share a happy moment after the conclusion of the 8th annual Martha Tiger Pool Tournament 
on Oct. 2. 
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EIRA 

From page 1C 


continue to strive toward educational achieve- 
ments. Our past Rodeo Queen Heather Peter- 
son recently graduated from college and Shelby 
Osceola, Shelby DeHass and Jacoby Johns are 
currently attending Troy University in Alabama.” 

Following an introduction of the 2009-2010 
Rodeo Queen Ashton Baxley and Jr. Rodeo Queen 
Ahnie Jumper, special recognition was given to 
the bull fighters and pick-up men, who make great 


sacrifices in the arena to protect the participants. 

EIRA Vice President Paul Bowers Sr. said: 
“All of the people who took part in this year’s ro- 
deo competitions deserve a round of applause. We 
have some very talented athletes within our as- 
sociation, who not only compete for themselves, 
but support each other. Marty Johns, the Marki 
Rodeo Company and Paul Bowers Jr. have done 
a great job of providing championship livestock 
and skilled arena ground crews. There would be 
no rodeo without the people behind the scenes that 
make it happen.” 


2009 EIRA Champions 

Bareback: Jacoby Johns; Saddle Bronc: Tyler 
Humble; Steer Wrestling: GrayWolf Herrera; Calf 
Roping: Ivan Bruisedhead; Lady’s Breakaway: 
Shelby Osceola; Team Roping Header: Josh Jumper; 
Team Roping Heeler: Naha Jumper; Barrel Racing: 
Boogie Jumper; Bull Riding: Seth Randolph; Men’s 
All Around: Ivan Bruisedhead; Women’s All Around: 
Leanna Billie; Boy’s All Around: Kelton Smedley; 
Girl’s All Around: Kalgary Johns. 

Non-Sanctioned Champions: Mutton Busting: Myron 
Billie; Pony Riding: Frank Huff; Calf Riding: Jobe 
Johns; Steer Riding: Andre Jumper; Jr. Bull Riding: 
William Bearden; 4-8 year old Barrel Racing: Brigh- 
ton Bauman; 9-1 2 year old Barrel Racing: Kalgary 
Johns; 1 3-1 7 year old Barrel Racing: Acelyn Young- 
blood; Junior Breakaway Roping: Dalton Boney; 
Chute Doggin: Andre Jumper; Jr. Steer Undecorating: 
Blevyns Jumper; Sr. Steer Undecorating: Chebon 
Gooden; Jr. Bareback Riding: Andrew Holmes; 50 
and Older Breakaway Roping: Billy Joe Johns. 


Reserve Champions: Bareback: Cody Parker; Saddle 
Bronc: Ivan Bruisedhead; Steer Wrestling: Naha 
Jumper; Calf Roping: Naha Jumper; Lady’s Break- 
away: Mindy Fish; Team Roping Header: Justin 
Gopher; Team Roping Heeler: Shawn John; Barrel 
Racing: Carrera Gopher; Bull Riding: Koty Brugh; 
Mutton Busting: Norman Osceola; Pony Riding: Jobe 
Johns; Calf Riding: Kirkland Boney; Steer Riding: 
Frank Huff; Jr. Bull Riding: Andrew Holmes; 4-8 year 
old Barrel Racing: Budha Jumper; 9-1 2 year old 
Barrel Racing: Kelton Smedley; 1 3-1 7 year old Bar- 
rel Racing: Janae Braswell; Jr. Breakaway: Kelton 
Smedley; Jr. Bareback: William Bearden; Chute 
Doggin: Ethan Gopher; Jr. Steer Undecorating: Kelton 
Smedley; Sr. Steer Undecorating: Dalton Boney and 
Andre Jumper; 50 and Older Breakaway Roping: 
Paul Bowers Sr. & Tom Koenes. 

Regional Finals Champions: Bareback: Jacoby 
Johns; Steer Wrestling: GrayWolf Herrera; Calf 
Roping: Naha Jumper; Lady’s Breakaway: Shelby 
Osceola; Team Roping Header: Justin Gopher; Team 
Roping Heeler: GrayWolf Herrera; Barrel Racing: 
Loretta Peterson; Bull Riding: Seth Randolph. 



Judy Weeks 

(L-R) EIRA Rodeo Queen Ashton Baxley, EIRA President Josh Jumper, EIRA Vice President Paul Bowers Sr., 2009 all around women’s 
champion Leanna Billie, Steer Wrestling Director Jeff Johns, Calf Roping Director Wilse Bruisedhead, Team Roping Heeler Director Naha 
Jumper and Breakaway Director Ayze Henry officiate at the 2009 EIRA End of the Year Banquet. 



Judy Weeks 

Acelyn Youngblood (C) receives the 13-17 year old barrel championship for 2009 by Wilse Bruisedhead (R) under 
the watchful eyes of (Back Row, L-R) EIRA Vice President Paul Bowers Sr. and Steer Wrestling Director Jeff Johns. 


Judy Weeks 

The 2009 EIRA champions (L-R) Leanna Billie, Ivan Bruisedhead, Kalgary Johns, Josh Jumper, Naha Jumper, Shelby Osceola, Boogie 
Jumper, Jacoby Johns and Seth Randolph are honored at the End of the Year Banquet. 
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DAVIE, FL 


NOVEMBER 5th, 6th & 7th § 7:30PM 


www.davieprorodeo.com 
Info: (954) 680-3555 
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Rob Lamhditu, UNIVERSITY DODGE “aras 1 * 

ON UNIVERSITY BETWEEN STIRLING & GRIFFIN IN DAVIE PARTS • CISTOMIZAUOH 



Rob Lambdin's 


DAVIE PRO RODEO ARENA 
ONTHE BERGERON RODEO GROUNDS 


Tjr f vf 

Darlene Quinn 


Paul Jacobs 


Inventory 
Of New 
Dodge Cars 
Trucks & 
Vans! 1 


In The 

CommunifyFor 
Over 30 Years ' 


STAY! 


I’m Darlene Quinn, your friend 
at University Dodge, 
and I’ve got great news! 

I can now offer all employees 
of the Seminole Tribe 
the same great deals 
normally reserved only for 
tribal members. 

That’s right, all tribe 
employees, including 
everyone who works at the 
Seminole Hard Rock Casino, 
can now get rock bottom prices 
on New Dodges and used 
vehicles. Call today: 


Paul Jacobs, 
thefamiliarface 
at the Rodeo 
representing Dodge 
is now glad to promote 

UNIVERSITY 

DODGE 

IN DAVIE! 

Call Paul today at: 


£ MAJOR SPONSOR -3 

NOVEMBER 6 & 7 at 7:30PM 


or e-mail: 
pj8849@aol.com 
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EXCESS DODGE AND DODGE TRUCK INVENTORY WILL BE ELIMINATED 
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SAVE S 1 5 , 000 OFF! 0 % FINANCING AVAILABLE! 




Call 

Darlene 
Quinn 

1 - 866-51175945 



5455 S. UNIVERSITY DRIVE 

BETWEEN STIRLING & GRIFFIN IN DAVIE 


SALES: MON.-FRI. 8:30AM-9PM • SAT. 9AM-8PM • SUN. 11AM-6PM 
SERVICE: MON.-FRI. 7AM-6PM • SAT. 8AM-2PM 


Offers available on select models with approved credit. Not responsible for typographical errors. Pictures are for illustration purposes only. *0% A.P.R. short - term financing available to qualified buyers. Ad#26642-UNID 





Announcements 


D 


BIRTHDAYS 



Happy 12th birthday on Nov. 14, “Shy Girl” 
(Cheyenne Nunez). 

Love always, 

Mom, Dad, Daniel Jr., Courtney and Joleyne 



Joleyne Rain Nunez, happy 1st birthday on Nov. 
14. We love you very much! 

Love, 

Mom, Dad, Courtney, Cheyenne and Daniel Jr. 



Happy 4th birthday on Oct. 11 to Kadin J. Tommie. 
May God bless you with many more years to come. 

Love, 

Grandma (Virginia Tommie), Grandpa, Aunt Missy, 
and all your cousins, Doug, Dion, Klayton, Tai and espe- 
cially your little Bubba 


Happy birthday on Oct. 10 to Mary Anderson. 

I would like to wish my mother-in-law a happy birth- 
day by saying, Mary I love you and want to thank you for 
helping me get my life and my family back together. Hope 
life has been a little better for you. I pray all your stress will 
disappear. I love you. Thanks “momma.” You’re the best! 

Love always, 
Carolee Anderson 



Happy birthday Mary Ann and Ma- 
leah. Hey baby girls, sorry I had to miss your 
birthdays again. I just wanted to wish you 
two a very happy birthday and that I miss and 
love y’all very much. Mary Ann and Maleah, 
y ’all just don’t know what y’all mean to me. 
Mary Ann, I love your truck. We all can’t be 
perfect. Should have been a Dodge! Just a 
joke there, baby girl! 

Love you, 

Your Dad (Virgil Doctor) 

Somewhere in Florida 



CLASSIFIED ADS 



Get Out of Jail Fast! 


Call Myma Loy (954) 583-9119. Tribal 
dividends, MasterCard and Visa ac- 
cepted. 24 hours • Speedy Release • 
Professional Service 1128 N.W. 31st 
Avenue, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33311 
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Roger F. Foley, FA 
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AVE MARIA DANCE ACADEMY WE ALS0 HAVE classes for the little 

ONES! 

AFFORDABLE DANCE CLASSES FOR THE 

ENTIRE FAMILY 1 Baby Boogie, Tot Time, Wee Dance and More ! 


Aerobics, Ballet, Pointe, Tap, Jazz, Hip-Hop, PHONE: (239) 963-7454 

Modem, Lyrical, Ballroom, Irish Step and Karate. WEB : www.avemariadance.com 


IN MEMORIAM 


In Loving Memory of Devin 

Mindv Cvpress-Kimble 

Just a year and a half ago, we lost 
you. 

I can’t stand the fact that you’re truly 
gone 

Some say you’re in a better place, 
Yet I feel like someone made a huge 
mistake. 

As time passes the pain worsens not 
being able to see your face, 
Believe it or not I have yet to find 
my place. 

Where do I go from here? How do I 
deal with losing my one true family? 
My true believer, my cousin/sister 
The one who truly cared for me and 
my son. 

Devin, you are a phenomenal Semi- 
nole woman 

And this world did not deserve you, 
You’re a true angel from above, 
Who was sent here to show us how 
to love. 

You are always in my heart and soul 
No matter where I may go . . . 

I love you, Dev! 

Fooshie 4-Life, 

Carolee Anderson 



In Loving Memory of Jathania Tommie 

It doesn’t seem like a year has gone by since you 
left us and your precious little boys. 

From the days when you were small, you brought 
a lot of joy to the family, especially your big sister, 
Missy. You have left behind only some sweet memo- 
ries to treasure. 

Through the years, as you have grown, the dear- 
ness that’s your very own, and for being you, brings 
more love than any words can measure. 


There is never a day that goes by that we do not 
think about you and wish you were still here, especial- 
ly your son, Kadin. He always asks when his mommy 
is coming back for him. 

It’s so hard for your mom and your sister, Missy, 
because you took a piece of their hearts with you. 

Loving thoughts from, 

Mom (Virginia Tommie), Dad (James), sister 
(Arlene “Missy”) and nephews (Dion, Doug, Klay- 
ton and Tai) 


On behalf of the Rev. Frank Billie’s family, we 
would like to thank everyone who showed their re- 
spect, love and support during our loss. 

Thank you to all the Tribal leaders, Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress, Vice Chairman Richard Bowers Jr., 
Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr., 
Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Andrew Bowers Jr., Big 
Cypress Board of Directors Rep. Paul Bowers Sr. and 
Hollywood Board of Directors Rep. “Marcy” Osceola 


Jr., who spoke at the Home Going service for Rev. 
Frank Billie. 

We would also like to thank Jr. Battiest for singing 
Rev. Frank Billie’s favorite songs. Thank you to speak- 
ers Leroy King, James E. Billie and Rev. Arlen Payne. 
We would also like to thank all those who labored long 
and hard over the open fire to prepare the meals. 

Thank you for all your prayers and flowers. God 
bless you all. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


He Willie ¥mk Ubrary on Big Cpness 
ieservato wi be besting Magic Week 
tie second week off INtofembeir. He week 
kicks offff witb tie opening off “He History 
off Magic” exhibit and ends on May, Mm, 
1 3, with the “I Love to Bead Magic Show” 
performed at 4 pm by Magician John 
Robert. 



Linda Frederick, formerly Linda Mae 
Osceola, Panther Clan, models the outfit she 
made that won grand championship honors in 
the Tanana Valley State Fair fashion show, held 
in Fairbanks, Alaska in August of this year. 



The Women in Mv Life 

Today I have five women in my life that mean the 
world to me. They are all a very important piece of the 
puzzle that keeps my mind straight. 

Even though I have lost two pieces of my puzzle, 
I do know and believe that time will eventually smooth 
out the missing pieces. But the two missing pieces will 
always be missed. 

As I was saying, the women in my life today are 
very precious to me. And I believe every man has 
that special woman in their life. So I know I am very 
blessed to have five special women in my life. 

As I write this today, two of those five women 
are very special as it is the month that God in heaven 
blessed me with my daughter, Mary Ann, and grand- 


daughter, Maleah. Today is Oct. 4 and I would like to 
with those two special women happy birthday. Today 
I know my puzzle will never be complete, so all I can 
do is thank God for all those special women he has put 
in my life. 

I know I am not the best son, father or grandfather 
in the world. Now I realize what I have out there, it just 
gives me the motivation to be the best son, father and 
grandfather that I can be. 

Those very special women in my life are Min- 
nie Doctor, May Ann, Maleah, Cadence and Nettie 
Smith. The two missing pieces of my puzzle are Tif- 
fany and Pamela. 

I love y’all very much, 

The Virg (Virgil Doctor) 

Somewhere in Florida 


POEM 


Being A Seminole Indian 

Being a Seminole Indian is where it’s at 
Being a Seminole Indian is what it’s all about 
Being a Seminole Indian is what all outsiders want to be 
Being a Seminole Indian is knowing your blood 
Being a Seminole Indian is nothing to play with 
Being a Seminole Indian is being proud of who you are 
Being a Seminole Indian is being a part of one big family 
Being a Seminole Indian is taking care of business 
Being a Seminole Indian is knowing who you are 

— The Virg (Virgil Bille) 
Somewhere in Florida 


Please see 
page 2D for 
more works by 
Tribal poets 
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POEMS 


At the Battle 

At the battle in the sawgrass, I had on 
tom and tattered clothes. The War Chief 
couldn’t believe it, so I was issued a feisty 
oP snappin’ turtle to ride. “Hey, wait up for 
us!” I screamed to the mocking-birds fly- 
ing overhead. By now, I was wearing my 
ancient Athenian battle helmet and shiny 
armor and had a busted cap gun in hand. 


Over time the hello’s less’n 
And misery loves company 
So we toast to loneliness 
Sharing the moment 
Hard to smile 
So I frown 

Right foot then the left 
My feet struggle to receive the signal 
Coming from my preoccupied brain 
The lights are low 
Yet they’re always shining 
The curtains are drawn 
Still the noise seeps thru 
My mind wondering, 

How can they laugh in such dreary 
weather? 

Another glance and I catch a ray of sun- 
shine 

Then it’s gone just as quick as it came 
Too short to be a memory 
So I proceed with feeling like s**t 
Another sip of the poison 


In Memory of My Father 

(The Blues Man) 

I remember him back in the day with the 
Trail blues band 
Eugene Bert my father, 

Who they called the blues man 
He was so special to me 
His talent with music, 

Was a beautiful sight to see. 

When he was up on stage he was happy as 
can be. 

He will always hold a place in my heart. 

And never be a distant memory. 

You were the best dad regardless of the 
choices you made. 

Life has been hard since you’ve been gone, 
A very, very difficult phase. 


On the home front, when the poet received 
word of this, he persuaded all the myths 
and legends to become updated and new 
for emerging generations, a re-imagining, 
if you will. A Wordsmith, they called 
him, a Wordsmith so spirited, munching 
on pumpkin-bread, giggling and weeping 
while wolfing down a large bowl of Indian 
Stew. 


Another flick of the Bic 
Another toot for the nose 
I proceed with feeling like s**t 
Over time the friends fade 
The body can’t take it 
And misery loves company 
So we toast to loneness 
Sharing the moment 
Forever night I crumble into pieces 
Crying dry tears 
Over photographs of the times 
All those times 1 made ‘em smile 
The times 1 stumbled across an inner me 
That wasn’t confined to one realm of mad- 
ness 

Where resting my mind was easy 
And thoughts were pleasant 
As of now there’s no turning back 
I’ve made my history 
What it will be 
Forever black 


I know what you were going through I’ve 
been there myself. 

We sometimes take refuge in misery a 
strange kind of comfort. 

But no matter what happens in life 
Happiness is there for us just waiting to be 
embraced. 

You never told me that you loved me. But I 
knew you did. 

Cause the bond between father and son is 
so powerful, 

With a lot of love to give. 

Thank you for being my dad. 

I will always hold your name up high, 
And I will never ever forget the father that 
I once had. 

— Myron Cypress, Otter Clan 


I Ain’t Mad At You 

I ain’t mad at you for hating me for who I 
Am, proud to be unconquered Seminole 
from the 

Family of Panther Clan. 

Don’t hate us congratulate us for our 
instincts 

To survive, five hundred years plus once 
again 

We’re starting to multiply. 

Like Uncle once said we’re going to buy 
Manhattan 

Back one hamburger at a time, the legal 
way not 

Like your ancestors did committing crimes. 
True that’s the past but you’ll mind sets the 
old, 

Manipulate, exploit simply be 
Cold. 

True history has not been forgotten and the 
tables 

Have turned, now that you wear that shoe 
make 

Sure that the lesson is learned. 

Our leaders will continue to brings us out 
the 

Dirt and acquire land, we are just rightfully 
Getting back what’s ours as we expand. 
They went to your schools and learned very 
well, 

Brought that knowledge back to our reser- 
vations 

And our blazing trails. 

Those great leaders of ours know you want 
To see us down on our knees, but just as 
our 

Ancestors we stand tall even when it was 
Scraps of commodities and blocks of 
cheese. 

To be on knees is where you belong, 
Feeshakeomeche don’t like ugly and our 
Ancestors get the last laugh for all 
Your wrong. 

We unconquered Seminoles won’t forget 
where we 

Come from and appreciate what we have 
today, thank 

You great leaders for protecting us from the 
Hands of greed the same their ancestors 
displayed. 

Some live in the fantasy thinking all is fine, 
open 

Your eyes because there are many Coward 
T. 

Jessups in this time. 

Racism and discrimination is here to stay, 
when 

You finally see it reverse it on them and 
give 

Them a taste of that game they play. 
They can dish it out but they can’t handle it 
In return, laugh in those cowards face 
For their hatred that bums. 

I ain’t mad at you but trust this uncon- 
quered 

We will remain, our ancestors fighting 
Spirit is in us just the same. 

— Ike T. Harjo, Panther Clan 


Not Alone 

My mind is elsewhere now 
As I let time fade to black 
Night is falling fast and I’m dreading that 
look back 

My thoughts are racing mad 
My caffeine high is making me anxious 
My view is being obstructed by a thick fall 
of rain 

I’m a thousand miles from nowhere 
Yet, I still feel the pain 
I shake my head and blink my eyes and let 
out a yawn 

Seems like only moments ago I held her in 
my arms 

I shed a tear and whispered clear — my 
last goodbye and broke on down 
Then, not after, there we were 
Lowering her into the ground 
The slight drizzle of rain was a peaceful 
sound 

Along with somber signs and sad good 
bye’s 

We laid her six feet and sent her off to be 
with — the most high 
In real time it’s been 6 months since she 
left with my heart 


FADE IN: Okay, quiet on the set! 
Rolling! Speed! Action! Well, helicopters 
hold lights up, but cookies change the 
shape and you have gels but it’s not for 
your hair. And you have to be in shape, 
‘cause after you shoot something, you 
have to capture it again. Lights! Camera! 
Action! You’re shooting all the time, but 
never once do you hold a firearm, less it’s 
a prop or somethin’. And, mind you, don’t 
break the 180-degree rule. Remember: 
sound is fifty percent of what you see. 
What? Just tell a story with pictures, okay, 
with imagery, and with resonance, for 
angles and shots abound! creating cohe- 


The world of the unconquered is where you 
will find me. 

Livin’ my life to the fullest, 

In the village of my people is my destiny. 
Warriors in a land that is rightfully ours. 
So take your thrones, gather your strength, 
And let’s break these chains and bars. 
Learn your language and remember what 
we are here for, 

The Seminole Tribe, 

And the blood that flows through our veins 
is the ultimate score 

A society of warriors with no love for any 
others. 

So choose your words wisely, 

Cause my love is only for my Seminole 
sisters and brothers. 

The law of the Seminole warrior is the only 
law that I perceive 


Six months of misery 
And now I’m just picking up the pieces 
That were shattered and broken and almost 
lost completely 

I’ve been heading down this lonely road 
without a passerby 

Kinda glad I didn’t see a face because it 
gave my time to cry 
But now I know I must move on 
How easy the words are to say 
But what gets me by is my faith 
That I will see her face again someday 
One fine day 

As I snap back to reality and take a look 
around 

Comfort embraces my heart 
And whispers I’m not alone 
I went a thousand miles to nowhere 
Yet, I never really left my home 
The minutes were really days 
The days were really months 
The months turn to seconds 
I had to mourn my own way 
To understand God’s lesson 
I find peace now in all God’s blessings 
And I know she’s watching over her child 
Sending the Lord’s protection 


sive climates for creativity. Cutaways and 
Cut-To’s and Cut! Attach your umbrellas 
to lighting, while Directors, ADs, DPs, 
Screenwriters, Editors, Producers, Grips, 
and Gaffers create a teamwork that makes 
the dreamwork! Even so, Sides are for 
casting, and auditions, and not a flank. 

So “Say it like a robot this time.” Any 
re-direct? What’s the emotional arc? Oh, 
just plan it, shoot it, and get out! For like a 
car, cameras roll and even speed! And so, 
you hold your booms with blimps attached, 
and you string together scenes like the 
glass beads of a colorful necklace, or like 
placing the magical tiles to mesmerizing 
mosiac. Then simply FADE TO BLACK. 


I am an outlaw to the rest of the world, 
And I don’t have no understanding for 
those who hate on me. 

Don’t let the outside world deter you from 
our powerful beliefs. 

Remember the old ones, 

But most of all remember how they set us 
free. 

Fearless warriors who took it from the 
muscle. 

Those were our ancestors! ! ! 

And that’s how we overcame the struggle. 
So don’t forget the powerful nature of our 
ways. 

Always remember our grandfathers, 
And put your hater blockers on cause The 
Seminole Tribe is here to stay. 
(Remember me) 

Just keepin’ it real, 

— Myron Cypress, Otter Clan 


— Elgin Jumper, Oct. 2, 2009 


Forever Black 


— Markell Billie 


Beautiful Sad Love 

Her long black hair cascades down 
and she speaks of heartbreak. And yet she 
never loses her ability to love. That time 
we stole away together across the night and 
she said that tenderness dwells on a dove’s 
wing and we would hold on despite the 
storm. But I made her mad and she offered 
me silence in return. I saw the fiery colors 


of the sunrise in her eyes, a sorrow. Then 
I lost her, a lone nighthawk who weeps 
in shrieks about a conflict with starlight, 
which is a lost night to set aright, so she 
sings a song across the dawn, where a sa- 
cred fire bums, and is ever-nearer when it’s 
gone. And so, my heart accepts the quest 
that was lost in the distance of that night. 

— Elgin Jumper, Sept. 30, 2009 


— Markell Billie 


Filmmaking Poem 


— Elgin Jumper, Sept. 30, 2009 


A Powerful Voice 





H¥AT3 33BIHS5 9B B 38. 

TStraO 323LDE2B 353313 A1¥AT3 S3 7B3M-3B-7S3&SHI® ¥!73 13 AD 717. 

B2TES IBm-SS-TSM AISB3, 5173 17 MAS* 5 33BB359 m TOTS 157. 

PHI! T33B 737ns S3773 UTD 3133 33B3 T3SS 7AEELT 53I3¥3 TULA? 37 13, 
mm 3733 73A7 T73 133 7313173 1 ?WI 337A3DUJ7 35337S2, 

7137 77731 133 337 35HS 13® 1573 P1B3B73 33332 7533 SSHTOI BS333S 753 313 37, 

73 7331 SA37TD73 37 373A3533S. 

13D337 7MAS3 SHI OT 773 333B¥AI. 337B3 35 A 15733, 

33 3333 113 317 73172 753 IDS 7335 733173, 

BBST7 3117 3313 117 JA52-S-LH73333. 

hot mu mmm ¥32is 713 urn 73 133 m, 

71 IS, 75357377, 

1112 S3 317371123 137 733727173. 

73533 732 373227 17 732 753323 S3 33 1 7S5S3TA3X 
7112 1 72117113 P3S31 133 ¥1732 ¥173 173 3? P533I212. 

71331 17113232337, 

¥213 77373123 ¥373 3221237372 ai32333S, 133 333337 351533. 
35373123 32S3LD 337 DBAS 732 7195B. 

33373123 333315 52 1153 3? ?1A13'B33B7U!7 11735111. 











October 30, 2009 • The Seminole Tribune • 3D 


BOYS & GIRLS CLUB 



(L-R) Richard Billie Jr., Nicholas Andrews, Gabriel Hendrickson-Porter, Craig Huckabee and Elijiah Cook test out their paper 
and tape shelter. 

Ahfachkee B&GC Practices Team 
Building, Critical Thinking Skills 


BY THOMMY DOUD 
Contributing Writer 


BIG CYPRESS — Have you and your friends ever 
been stranded on a deserted island with only a newspa- 
per and a role of tape? Have you ever been asked to be 
part of a scientific team responsible for designing and 
fabricating a vehicle to safely land an egg or move a 
meteor from one galaxy to another? 


to design and build their egg ships. When the vehicles 
were completed it was time to go outside to the testing 
ground. The youth gathered around and counted down 
as the egg ships took flight. In the end only a few teams 
successfully landed what the children called “Humpty 
Dumpty.” However, they all had a good time working 
together on the project. 

“Team building helps in creating a successful 
learning environment,” said Ahfachkee Principal Walt 
Swan. “Ahfachkee teachers partici- 
pated in team building and we are glad 
that Boys & Girls Club has made this 
a major focus of their activities. We 
have seen a better sense of coopera- 
tion and communication in our staff 
and students who have participated in 
teambuilding.” 

Team building plays a major role 
in the planning and development of 
the curriculum design at the Big Cy- 
press Boys & Girls Club at Ahfach- 
kee School. Activities are created to 
introduce to youth the fundamentals 
and importance of working together 
to reach a common goal. 

Team building also encourages 
youth to define their roles in a group 
setting and promotes positive com- 
munication and participation in a safe 
environment. 

For more information about the 
Boys & Girls Club at the Ahfachkee 
School, please log onto the www.sem- 
inolebgc.org. 



Most likely you haven’t, but the youth 
attending the Big Cypress Boys & Girls 
Club at Ahfachkee have. 

During the month of September, club 
youth were asked to put their critical think- 
ing and team participation skills to work. 

The first of many objectives was to cre- 
ate a shelter using only newspaper and a roll 
of tape. The structure had to be large enough 
to safely shelter the entire team. The partici- 
pating youth were given the instructions and 
materials and asked to complete the task in 
15 minutes. 

Four teams, with members ranging in 
age from 6-13, joined forces to create their 
shelters. In the end all four teams success- 
fully created appropriate shelters. 

In another project titled “The Infamous 
Egg Drop,” teams received three sheets of 
paper, a measured length of masking tape, 

10 wooden sticks and a piece of string. The 
task was to create a vehicle to protect an egg 
from a drop of 10 feet. (L-R) Chelsey Alvarado, Ryanne Pratt, Dayra Koenes and Chloe Hedrickson 

Together, the youth worked diligently create their egg ship to successfully land an egg from a 10 foot drop 



Robert North Sr. 


B&GC, Health Dept. Attend National 
Juvenile Diabetes Program Training 


BY ROBERT NORTH SR. 

Contributing Writer 

CATOOSA, Okla. — The Boys & Girls Club 
(B&GC) and Health Dept, staff participated in a three 
day national training in Catoosa, Okla. for the devel- 
opment and implementation of a Big Cypress B&GC 
Diabetes Prevention Program. 

The Indian Health Service, National Congress of 
American Indians, Boys & Girls Clubs of America and 
Nike, Inc., have partnered to create a program called On 
the T.R.A.I.L. to Diabetes Prevention aimed at reducing 
the onset of diabetes among Native American youth. 
T.R.A.I.L. stands for Together Raising Awareness for 
Indian Life. 

The 12 week program is an innovative combination 
of physical, educational and nutritional activities that 
promotes healthy lifestyles and provides youth with a 
comprehensive understanding of diabetes prevention. 

The Big Cypress B&GC at the Ahfachkee School 
is pleased to have been selected as one of the 40 grant 
recipients to participate in this exciting initiative. 

“The T.R.A.I.L. diabetes prevention curriculum is 
designed to be a fun learning process for Indian youth,” 
said B&GC Counselor and training participant Velma 
Osceola. “This is important because there is a high inci- 
dence of juvenile diabetes within native populations . . . 
I think this program will have a positive impact on our 
Tribal youth.” 

In the program, participants will draw from Trib- 
al traditions and history to leam about nutrition, food 


choices and the impact of diabetes. They then apply 
decision making and goal-setting skills in the physi- 
cal activity challenge and engage in service projects to 
improve healthy lifestyles in their communities. Woven 
throughout the program are self-esteem and prevention 
activities; community and family involvement is en- 
couraged. 

Seminole Health Dept. Nutrition Coordinator 
Toma Hunter, also a training participant, said she was 
impressed by the diabetes prevention curriculum. 

“I really like that [the curriculum development 
team] specifically developed the T.R.A.I.L. curriculum 
for native youth and it encompasses their whole’ health, 
with the spiritual, mental, emotional and physical com- 
ponents,” Hunter said. 

This will be the first time that the Big Cypress 
Reservation will be participating in this youth diabetes 
prevention program. The T.R.A.I.L. Program was in- 
stituted at the Hollywood Reservation B&GC in 2006 
and then again in 2007, through a partnership with the 
Health Dept. 

Osceola said she was equally impressed by the 
youth-oriented diabetes prevention material. 

Anyone interested in finding out more about the On 
the T.R.A.I.L. to Diabetes Prevention program should 
please stop by the Big Cypress Boys & Girls Club at the 
Ahfachkee School during the afterschool activities, or 
contact Thommy Doud at (954) 410-0957. 

For more B&GC scheduling and activities, please 
visit the club’s website at www.seminolebgc.org. 


Hollywood Boys & Girls Club Visits 
BC Fire Station, Police Dept. 


BY RO BERT NORTH SR. 

Contributing Writer 

BIG CYPRESS On Sept. 28 
a group of staff and youth from the 
Hollywood Reservation Boys & Girls 
Club traveled to the Big Cypress Res- 
ervation to tour the Big Cypress Fire 
Station and police department. 

This tour was a part of observ- 
ing Fire Safety Week, and arranged 
by Fire Marshall Chief David Logan. 
The participating youth were given 
the opportunity to witness fire station 
and police department operations as 
insiders and were introduced to many 
of the firefighters and police officers 
who serve the Tribe. 

There were many important facts 
that were shared with the youth by the 
firefighters and police officers regard- 
ing what type of training is needed to 
become a firefighter or police officer. 
Towards the end of the tour, the youth 
were able to witness several types of 
firefighting demonstrations and were 
provided with gift bags. 

The Hollywood youth would like 
to tour the Big Cypress Aviation Dept, 
on the next field trip. 



Robert North Sr. 

(L-R) Jay Bowers and Mariah Bowers learn how to hold the fire hose from Tribal 
Firefighter/Medic Daniel Allis. 



Robert North Sr. 

(L-R) Deila Harjo, Mariah Bowers, Thelma Bowers and Jay Bowers learn about the operations during a police dispatch from 
Seminole Police Dept. Dispatcher Angie Rodriguez. 


SEMINOLE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

SPD Educates About Dangers of 


Prescription Drugs at Class 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 


HOLLYWOOD — The Seminole Police Dept. 
(SPD) and Tribal citizens in the community gathered 
once more at the Hollywood Community Center Sept. 
17 for week five of the ongoing SPD Citizens Police 
Academy Series. 

The topics on the agenda included information on 
prescription drug misuse and Automatic Teller Ma- 
chine (ATM) scams and device skimming. 

“You are all sitting here today in the middle of an 
epidemic here in South Florida,” Sgt. Jarret Romanello 
of the Hollywood Street Crimes Division said to those 
in attendance. 

Romanello began the evening with an informative 
presentation on what he said has become an epidemic 
in the U.S. 

“More people are overdosing nationwide on pre- 
scription drugs than crack cocaine,” he explained. “I 
applaud you all for coming here to leam how to keep 
your communities safe.” 

Romanello expressed that with such a lucrative, 
on-the-rise problem in the Sunshine State the three 
areas of emphasis in his department are: prevention, 
interaction and enforcement. 

According to Romanello, there are five categories 
of controlled substances. Schedule 1 drugs are the most 
highly addictive of prescription drugs and are illegal 
to dispense. Schedule 2-4 encompass controlled sub- 
stances that are highly addictive and abusive. Schedule 
5 drugs are the least addictive. 

Romanello also said South Florida has quickly 
taken on the status and title of the “Columbia of legal 
narcotics use and access” and become the “pain center 
capital of the world.” 

He said these labels stem from many factors in- 
cluding: easy access off of Interstate 95 north and 
southbound, highly populated areas, a high volume of 
doctors, and other assumed responsibilities saddled on 
police officers among the counties. 

“This has become such a lucrative business that 
even gangs are now in on it,” Romanello noted. 

He spoke about the Schedule 2-4 prescription drug 
Oxycodone®, saying it is one of the most commonly 
abused prescription medications in the U.S., and the 
most commonly found drug on the reservations. The 
drug ranks at number two in the U.S. on the abused 
prescriptions list, second to marijuana. 

“This was stuff I did not know about and how 
rampant it all has become,” said Tribal citizen and 
class attendee Charles Hiers Jr. “I am glad [SPD is] 
taking control to try to help our people.” 

“I would like to see more Tribal members take 
part in this,” he added. “It will only help protect our 
future.” 

Oxycodone®, also known as Oxy, OC, Blue, Hill- 
billy Heroin and Oxy 80s, is an opioid analgesic medi- 
cation made from opium-derived Thebaine, and used 
to treat moderate to severe pain. It elevates levels of 
the neurotransmitter dopamine, which is linked with 
pleasurable experiences. The average cost per pill 
ranges from $8-$15 on the street. 


The drug can be obtained by prescription and 
through pharmacies in most cases. It can impair both 
the mental and physical abilities including: irregular 
breathing or respiratory depression, headaches, nau- 
sea, dizziness, seizures, low blood pressure and heart 
failure. 

Romanello said the good news for South Florida 
residents is that a prescription monitoring program has 
been passed in Florida. 

He spoke about a new ordinance in the city of 
Dania Beach that has been enacted to ban pain man- 
agement clinics, and said he hopes more cities will 
follow suit. However, currently there are no specific 
or special ordinances in effect requiring drugs to be 
secured or locked up in the home. 

Romanello said plans are also in the works for an 
SPD-sponsored Community Bring Back Program for 
the proper disposing of prescriptions. He said the pro- 
gram will offer individuals the opportunity to drop off 
medications and prescriptions anonymously for proper 
disposal. 

The night concluded with an alarming presenta- 
tion by Hollywood Criminal Investigations Unit De- 
tective Joaquin Ortiz on the newest trends in bank and 
credit card scams on the reservations, in Florida and 
nationwide. 

Installing devices on ATM machines to retrieve 
debt and credit card numbers has regularly become 
the norm during the last 15-20 years, Ortiz said. He 
said the crime has spiked significantly in South Florida 
over the last two years with North Miami gangs heav- 
ily involved. The gangs are usually working in groups 
of four or more. 

“These are things we all need to be aware of and 
conscious of because it is happening,” Ortiz advised. 
“There are a lot of wonders with technology and it is 
all great but you do not know how much cyber crime 
has continued to improve.” 

Tribal citizen Ciara Billie-Guerue said she was 
pleased SPD brought such pertinent information to the 
Tribal community. 

“I am glad that SPD is getting the word out there 
about things like this that we may have never known 
about,” Billie-Guerue said. 

Additional tips offered for protection include: 
shred papers and documents with any information of 
a sensitive nature which could be used for criminal 
purposes, keep tabs on credit card statements, keep 
regular tabs on how much money remains in bank ac- 
counts, put limits on withdrawal amounts and spend- 
ing on your accounts, try to frequent ATM machines 
in heavily populated locations and while at ATM ma- 
chines look for any out of the ordinary devices or pos- 
sible hidden cameras. 

To report illegal prescription drug sales or rogue 
pharmacies on the internet call the Pharmaceutical 
Drug Abuse hotline at (877) 792-2873. For non-emer- 
gency information on prescription drugs and their ef- 
fects call the Poison Control Center at (800) 282-3 171. 

To report tips to SPD call the Crime Stoppers Tip 
Line at (866) 275-4847. All calls can remain anony- 
mous. 


4D • The Seminole Tribune • October 30, 2009 


SEMINOLE POLICE DEPARTMENT 


Citizens Police Academy Tackles Crime Scene 
Investigations During Week 6 of SPD Series 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — In week six of the Seminole 
Police Department’s Citizens Police Academy Series, 
community members and department officials dis- 
cussed the topics of crime scene investigations (CSI) at 
the Hollywood Community Center Oct. 1 . 

Five year Tampa SPD Road Patrol Lt. Jerry Herren 
gave eye-opening insight into the highly popularized 
subset of police work. 

“When it comes to a crime scene investigation there 
are a lot of things that need to be done, unlike what you 
see on TV when they just walk in and when they leave 
the crime is solved,” Herren pointed out. “When I talk 
to police officers in teaching, I often will say ‘Dress me 
slowly for I am in a hurry.’ ” 

The retired Tampa Police Dept. CSI corporal and 
recognized industry expert said the popular saying sim- 
ply means taking an investigation slowly is very impor- 
tant to solving a crime. 

Tribal citizen Shani Billie said she enjoyed the pre- 
sentation. 

“I think it was all great for a better understanding,” 
Billie said. “I really liked what he talked about and he 
summed things up pretty well.” 


The current SPD trainee has an associate’s degree 
in investigation technology. She is also continuing her 
studies in criminal justice at Kaplan University. 

Herren also said in his presentation that crime 
scenes are often broken down into various groups and 
an essential element to look for is the flow of the crime. 
Once officers have maintained control of the scene, and 
order with the victims, other officers, officials and the 
media are just a few vital factors they then have to con- 
sider. 

He added that without control evidence is de- 
stroyed, assignments are overlooked, crimes go un- 
solved and the victim does not get closure. 

“As a police officer I do not have the luxury of hav- 
ing a bad day,” Herren said. “I deal with people’s lives 
who are asking me to serve and help save them.” 

Also important at crime scenes are searches. Her- 
ren said there are three common types of searches, strip 
searches, which involve combing a specific area in one 
direction, grid searches, which involve duplicating or 
dividing a search area into different angles, and a zone 
search, consisting of dividing an area into different 
zones. 

In the investigation of sex crimes and child abuse 
cases, Herren said there are several other facts to re- 
member. 

He indicated that prior to 1974 
under Florida state law sexual crime 
charges only applied to penis-vagina 
contact. Currently, oral, vaginal, digi- 
tal and anal contact can also be con- 
sidered a crime. Herren also said that 
according to 2008 statistics every two 
minutes a person is raped in the U.S. 
Also, only 1 in 10 rapes will be report- 
ed and 1 in 6 boys and 1 in 3 girls will 
be sexually assaulted by age 18. 

“Sex crimes are not crimes of pas- 
sion, but of violence,” Herren stressed. 

Another point he mentioned was 
that any and all child abuse cases are 
considered felonies. Cases are mea- 
sured on a one or three scale. One is 
the most serious involving permanent 
markings or disfigurement, while a 
three is the least serious involving non- 
permanent scarring or bruising. 

Herren advised that examining 
a victim can play a significant role in 
solving crimes of an abusive or sexual 
nature as well. Hair can provide a lot 
of information regarding race, color or 
whether the potential suspect was hu- 
man or an animal. Other areas to ex- 
amine include the lips, forehead of a 
potentially abused youth, ears, neck or 
abdomen injuries. 

There are also three ways to deter- 
mine bruising which include glistening 
of the area, the degree of heat coming 
from the bruise — typically a bruise is 
2-3 degrees warmer then the person’s 
body temperature — and the bruises 
sensitivity to touch. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Tribal citizen and employee Hannah Billie takes notes during week six of the SPD 
Citizens Police Academy series. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Tampa SPD Road Patrol Lt. Jerry Herren (L) talks about possible clues to be found in a mock crime scene set up outside the 
Hollywood Community Center with Tribal citizens and employees. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Lt. Jerry Herren (L) discusses crime scene investigations, sex crimes and child abuse with Tribal citizens and employees at the 
class, held at the Hollywood Community Center Oct. 1. 


Do You Need A Driving 
Class? 



Your Police Department Teaches 
First Time Driver Class - (Needed to get your Learner Permit) 
Basic Driver Improvement Class - (4 or 8 Hour Program) 
Advanced Driver Improvement Class - (12 Hour Program) 
Aggressive - and Careless Driver Class - (8 Hour Program) 

These classes taught on each reservation 
To enroll fill out registration and return to Seminole Police 
Department 


If you need any of the above classes, complete the information below and give to any 
Seminole Police Officer or bring it to Seminole Police Department Richard Smith will 
contact you and set up the training class. 

Most Insurance Companys accepts the Basic Driver Improvement Class and they will give 
you a 101 deduction on the cost of your policy for a three (3) year period, 



Address: City: State: Zip: 

Phone Number to reach yon: ( ) ■ Social Security Number (Last 4) 

Cell Phone Number: ( ) • 

Signature: Date: / / 

Do Not Fill Out If first Time Driver Class 

Citation Number: County: Date: 

Reason: D Judge Ordered DElected DHTO Olnsurance 

Cut out id return to Richard Smith at the Seminole Police Department in Tampa * 





Indian Dav 




Tribal citizen Mike Micco puts the finishing touches on a soap carving at Hollywood’s Indian Day festivities. 


Hollywood Community Celebrates Indian Day 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Miss Florida Seminole Princess Brittany Smith welcomes the guests in attendance at the fifth 
annual Indian Day celebration at Oaklee Village. 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 

Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD A two-day show- 
case of Native American culture, tradition 
and fun took place at Okalee Village’s 
fifth annual Indian Day Celebration Sept. 
25-26. 

“For those outside of our culture we 
want them to get involved and learn more 
about us,” said fifth year event organizer 
and Okalee Village General Manager 
Leoma Poore. “I enjoy the other Native 
people and interacting with them.” 

In a host of festivities held through- 
out the Hollywood Reservation the Indian 
Day weekend featured alligator wrestling 
demonstrations, canoe racing, a doll mak- 
ing and a clothing contest. Participants 
also enjoyed wildlife shows, storytelling, 
musical acts, arts and crafts, native dance 
demonstrations and a performance from 
Native Comedian Vaughn EagleBear. The 
weekend was capped off with a golf tour- 
nament, a 2 mile walk/run, a horseshoe 
tournament, carnival, food tasting contest 
and a fireworks show. 

“You could really call it all a lesson 
in cultural awareness,” said Hollywood 
Tribal Council Rep. Max Osceola Jr. “We 
wanted people to come here and see our 
culture, crafts and even the alligator wres- 
tling which used to be one of the main 
sources of income for us.” 

Rep. Osceola also spoke about and 
reflected on one of the Tribe’s last found- 
ing members with the passing and funeral 
of Reverend Frank Billie Jr. 

Osceola expressed his admiration for 
Billie, the last surviving member of the 
Tribe’s original Constitution Committee. 
The late pioneer was instrumental in sav- 
ing the Tribe from extinction in the 1950s 
as well. Osceola said Indian Day was a 


definite part of Billie’s overall vision. 

Miss Florida Seminole Brittany 
Smith made an appearance for the event at 
the Okalee Village greeting the guests on 
hand. She said spreading the word about 
Seminole culture through Indian Day is 
important to her. 

“I want non-Tribal [citizens] to see 
that we, as Seminoles, are a strong and 
proud Tribe,” Smith explained. 

John Osceola, 9, said he had a lot of 
fun and enjoyed the weekend’s activities. 

“I liked everything,” he said. “I liked 


the carving, the culture, and the carnival 
rides.” 

The weekend also coincided with the 
annual golf tribute and memorial to late 
Tribal citizen and golf enthusiast Marcella 
Green. The tournament, which took place 
at Hillcrest Golf Course, featured a nine 
team scramble, blind draw, and long drive 
and closest to the pin contests. 

“Before golf caught on with the Tribe, 
both [Marcella and her husband, Bob] 
were out here all the time on the courses,” 
Tribal citizen and tournament organizer 
Mitch Osceola explained. “Indian Day is 
also a special day for all of us, not just In- 
dians.” 

The first American Indian Day in any 
state was celebrated on the second Sat- 
urday in May of 1916 by the governor 
of New York. Many states celebrate the 
day on the fourth Friday in September. 
Currently, several states have designated 
Columbus Day as Native American Day; 
however it continues to be a day observed 
without recognition as a national legal 
holiday. 

Hollywood Indian Dav Contest Results 

Canoe Races: 1 . Jesus Lisarrage & Danny 
Allis, 2. Rachael Billie & Jackie Thompson, 

3. Sunny Frank & Robert North Sr. 
Marcella Green Memorial Golf Tournament: 

1 . Jason Trinder, Jo-Lin Osceola-Trinder, 

Jamie Berman, Steve McDonald, 62, 

2. Brett Green, Jeremy Bowers, Jackie 
Thompson, Steve Osceola, 65, 3. Mabel 
Doctor, Pete Russo, Ronnie Doctor, Brian 

Conley, 65. 

Raffle Winners: Justin Emerson, Native 
American leather mask; Gleannon Doyle, 
gator head; Nettie D Stewart, Hollywood 
Trading Post Gift Certificate; Tommie Mot- 
low, Native Style sweater; Ollie Wareham, 
gift certificate for 3 day/2 night stay at 
Hollywood Hard Rock; Teresa Rubin, gift 
certificate for 3 day/2 night stay at Hol- 
lywood Hard Rock; Corina Frank Sanchez, 
gift basket; Diane Frank Seminole Hard 
Rock gift basket. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Hollywood Board of Directors Rep. Marcellus Osceola Jr. warms up for competition in the horse- 
shoe toss on the Seminole ball field during Indian Day events on Sept. 26. 


Naples Celebrates Indian Day 



BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 


NAPLES — Every day 
is Indian Day at the Juanita 
Osceola Center in Naples. Since 
opening the facility, the empha- 
sis has been on teaching and 
enhancing the Seminole culture 
with classes designed for many 
age groups. 

The Arts and Crafts Dept, 
schedules frequent workshops 
with age appropriate activi- 
ties and is a gathering place for 
community members to work 
on their cultural projects. The 
center has been a bee hive of 
activity over the past several 
months while merchandise is 
being created for sale in Naples’ 


Tammy Billie (C) and her family lean back as flames shoot high 
into the air at the Japanese Blue Fish Grill. 


The second annual Culture Day for 
booth at the American Indian Arts Celebra- the Naples residents took place Oct. 17. In 
tion at the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum in Big view of the fact that the full roster of events 
Cypress. closely duplicates the traditional Indian Day 

All age groups have been participating activities, the group opted for a non-conven- 
in an effort to provide a well stocked market tional way to celebrate Indian Day. 
place for their cultural wares during the first Gathering at the Japanese Blue Fish 
week in November. Proceeds of the sale will Grill, members of the Naples community 
be used to stock the center with supplies for observed the culinary art of another culture 
future projects. from across the Pacific Ocean. Surround- 

ing individual grills, the din- 


ers watched as chefs prepared 
their meal with expertise and 
showmanship entertainment. 
Children’s eyes opened wide 
with wonder as flames leaped 
into the air, knives flashed like 
swords and eggs were juggled 
in the deft hands of magicians. 

The gathering of approxi- 
mately 50 community members 
took on a family like atmo- 
sphere as Naples Liaison OB 
Osceola Jr. circulated around 
the room. Filled with laughter 
and enthusiasm, the participants 
compared cooking over the 


Judy Weeks °P en ® re ' n a chickee to the cen- 


(L-R) Brian Zepeda and Naples Liaison OB Osceola Jr. compare 
cooking over a Seminole campfire to a Japanese grill. 


turies old extravaganza taking 
place before their eyes. 



Rachel Buxton 


Runners get ready for the signal to start the Indian Day Walk/Run. 


Brighton Wakes 

BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Writer 

BRIGHTON — More than 40 Brigh- 
ton community members woke up to a 5k 
morning walk/run Sept. 23-24 to take part in 
the Indian Day community walk, sponsored 
by the Seminole Health Dept. 

“It is important for Tribal members to 
take advantage of the competitive walks, 
not only to reinforce a sense of community 
but to open themselves up to a new way of 
living” Barbara Boling of the Health Dept, 
said. 

Kai Setty of the Recreation Dept, got 
walkers and runners warmed up by having 
a short stretching session prior to their take 
off. The walkers and runners completed a 5k 
trek, which is a distance of 3.1 miles. 

“We are always happy to have so many 


Up for Walk/Run 

of our regular walkers and runners come 
out at 6 a.m.,” Boling said. “We are equally 
happy to see so many new faces at these 
events.” 

The Indian Day walk is one of several 
planned community walks Tribal-wide that 
are part of the Seminole Pathways Walking 
Program. The program tracks the walker or 
runner’s progress throughout participation 
in scheduled events. At the end of the pro- 
gram, awards and prizes will be given out to 
participants. 

“We are working to challenge our par- 
ticipants to adopt a lifestyle that includes 
walking to maintain their health,” Boling 
said. 

For more information on joining the 
Seminole Pathways Walking Program please 
contact coordinator Edna McDuffie at (863) 
983-5798 or visit www.semtribe.com/walk. 
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Non-Residents Celebrate Indian Day 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

OKEECHOBEE, Fla. — Non-Resi- 
dent Tribal citizens, their families and Na- 
tive American friends assembled at the 
Okeechobee Agricultural Center on Sept. 26 
to celebrate Indian Day 2009. 

Coordinating the occasion, Non-Resi- 
dent Liaison Holly Tiger-Bowers and Semi- 
nole Media Productions Director Danny 
Jumper planned a roster of events that ca- 
tered to all age groups. 

Cultural heritage evolves throughout 
centuries and is a combination of the effects 
of environment, lifestyles, skills and spiri- 
tual beliefs acquired over many generations. 


Judy Weeks 

Trinity Bowers dances during the Nintendo Wii® 
tournament. 


Judy Weeks 

Dax Haught wins a Nintendo Wii® when he com- 
peted in the Rock Band® tournament. 


Although graphic changes and exposure to 
multiple cultures have made it necessary for 
the Seminole people to incorporate the best 
from their ever changing lifestyle, they rec- 
ognize the need to preserve the roots of their 
existence. 

Combining the old with the new, Indian 
Day activities and cultural events are one 
way to insure the preservation of the unique 
Seminole culture and language. 

With the arrival of the participants, the 
arena became a bee hive of activity that 
closely resembled a cultural fair. Tables 
were laden with displays of arts and crafts 
indicative of Seminole tradition. Dolls, tur- 
bans, beadwork, sweet grass baskets, patch- 
work, clothing and woodcarving of the high- 
est quality provided excellent examples of 
craftsmanship. 

Fifteen artisans submitted a wide as- 
sortment of items varying in size, color and 
texture, but they all shared a few things in 
common — expert workmanship, attention 
to detail and cultural authenticity. From 
young adults to seniors, it was apparent the 
artisans took pride in their work. 

This year’s clothing contest comprised 
five categories: traditional, modem tradi- 
tional, modem contemporary and jackets. 
Whole family units took part in the competi- 
tion, which was divided into age groups. 

With 119 participants entering nearly 
all categories, the judges scrutinized ap- 
proximately 595 clothing ensembles. 

Each article of clothing was modeled 
only one time with no duplication. All items 
were either new or in impeccable condition. 
The overall workmanship was of the highest 
quality and the judges experienced consid- 
erable difficulty in making their decisions 
concerning winners. 

Senior women Alice Sweat, Louise Go- 
pher and Connie Whidden showed extraor- 
dinary versatility in the design of their gar- 
ments from ultra traditional to contemporary 
patterns that incorporated modem clothing 
styles with patchwork, ornamentation and a 
flare for the unusual. They set a high stan- 
dard for the generations that are following 
in their footsteps, but are obviously learning 
from their example. 

While there were few male adult en- 
tries, the design and attention to detail ex- 
celled in each presentation. It was a perfect 
example of quality over quantity. Parker 
Jones, Daniel Nunez Sr., Sandy Billie and 
Daniel Nunez Jr. appeared to have walked 
out of the pages of history. 

Modeling their entries in the clothing 
contest, the adult women looked like man- 
nequins from a museum in their traditional 
attire and used unlimited imagination in 
the creation of their garments. None of the 
fabrics or designs was alike and a great deal 
of attention had gone into coordinating the 
color combinations. A number of the con- 
temporary shirts and jackets could have held 
their own on any fashion show runway. 

Boys and girls from newborns to 17 
years of age made up the bulk of the compe- 
tition with some families being represented 
in each age group. All of the youngsters 
showed enthusiasm, were cooperative and 
some really liked 
to ham it up for the 
judges and camera 
crew. 

Young girls in 
skirts and capes and 
boys in long shirts 
with turbans, leg- 
gings and silver or- 
namentation carried 
the judges back in 
time to another era 
in the history of the 
Seminole culture. 


The entire clothing 
exhibition was an 
extraordinary dis- 
play of Seminole 
craftsmanship and 
ingenuity. 

The s ki llet 
throwing contest 
was limited to fe- 
male entries and 
some of the con- 
testants demon- 
strated a wicked 
arm as they at- 
tempted to propel 
their skillets to 
the furthest point. 

Flying through 
the air, rocketing 
into the chain link 
fence, skipping 
across the grass 
and slamming into the back of the 
bleachers, the cast iron skillets 
took their toll on their surround- 
ings. Spectators rushed to avoid 
becoming targets. One young 
woman even managed to break 
the skillet. 

The father and daughter team 
of Elbert and Wendi Snow made 
a clean sweep for first place in 
the horseshoe tournament after 
squaring off against five other 
teams. Their competition placed 
as follows: 1. Elbert and Wendi 
Snow, 2. Daniel Nunez Sr. and Sa- 
lina Dorgan, 3. Ashley Wilcox and 
Quincy Wilson, 4. Myra Gopher 
and Kevin Osceola. 

Straying from a cultural view- 
point, the younger generation had 
a blast competing in the Rock 
Band® and Nintendo Wii® dance 
tournaments. Playing guitars, 
drums and singing Karaoke, they 
took turns competing for scores 
tabulated by the computer. 

Agility and concentration 
were the key components for the 
dance contestants who synchro- 
nized their movements to the in- 
struction panel. Rhett Tiger, To- 
bie Gopher and Dax Haught took 
home Nintendo Wii® games after 
achieving the highest scores for 
the day. 
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Fondant was used to create Seminole patchwork and dolls on the three tiered 


(L-R) Joshua Boromei and Drayton Billie model 
two different styles of traditional long shirts. 
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Elbert Snow, along with his daughter, Wendi, place first 
place in the horseshoe tournament. 


(L-R) Michele Thomas and Rose Jones show 
imagination in the creation of their garments. 


served for dinner 

Games of chance have always found and topped off by a 
their way into every culture and the modem piece of the beauti- 
Seminoles are no exception. Bingo is always fill, three tiered cake, 
a favorite and found a willing crowd to play decorated with fon- 
numerous rounds at the end of the day. dant patchwork and 

A delicious barbeque buffet was Seminole dolls. 
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Parker Jones makes a clean sweep of first place 
in all five senior men’s categories. 


Rita McCabe slings her skillet 42.7 feet in the Indian Day competition on Sept. 26. 
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Tiyanni Anderson, 2, doesn’t bat an eye when she takes second place in (L-R) Connie Whidden and Alice Sweat deviate from the standard patterns in constructing this con- 
the modern category and third place in contemporary clothing category. temporary jacket and shirt. 


(L-R) David Nunez Jr. and Sandy Billie look as though they walked off the 
pages of a history book in their regalia. 
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Young Seminole warrior Dwayne Billie Jr. takes 
first place in the 3-5 year old boy’s traditional 
category of the clothing contest. 
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(L-R) Louise Gopher, Connie Whidden and Alice Sweat compete in the seniors’ traditional category. 


Examples of Sen 








Tribal citizen Billy Walker opens an alligator’s mouth during the Indian Day alligator wrestling show. 


Big Cypress Celebrates Indian Day 



Naji Tobias 


(L-R) Louise Billie, Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. David Cypress and Rudy 
Osceola finish the Indian Day Walk/Run together. 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Many Tribal 
and community members from the Big 
Cypress Reservation enjoyed the vast 
array of Indian Day festivities Sept. 

25-26. 

The excitement began with the In- 
dian Day Walk/ Run, which took place 
just before sunrise near the East Canal 
Bank. After a prayer session, followed 
by a series of stretch exercises, the 
walk/run began. 

A host of Tribal citizens partook 
in the 3 mile fitness challenge in which 
they traveled 1 .5 miles each way, re- 
ceiving Indian Day beads at the mid- 
point. 

Marilyn Jumper, who finished 
first in the community runner’s cat- 
egory, said she was pleased with the 
event’s turnout. 

“This encourages our Native 
Americans to get out and be active,” 

Jumper said shortly after the walk/ 
run. “It’s a good opportunity for the 
Tribal members and inter-Tribes to come together and 
celebrate our national holiday.” 

Following the walk/run, a slew of activities took 
place at the Junior Cypress Rodeo Arena. Perhaps the 
biggest highlights of Indian Day at Big Cypress were 
the arts and crafts and clothing contests. The clothing 
contest featured traditional, modem and native tradi- 
tional categories. 

Competitors representing age groups ranging from 
newborns to seniors were decked out in Seminole rega- 
lia, which wowed the Indian Day attendees, including 
Van Samuels (Choctaw), the event’s emcee. This was 
Samuels’ second consecutive year emceeing the event. 

“The Seminoles from Florida celebrate cultural di- 
versity,” Samuels said. “With all the cultural activities 


that still exist today at Big Cypress, the Tribal members 
here showed how important it is to pass these traditions 
to the Tribal youth and honor the Seminole elders who 
have paved the way. If not for the Seminole elders, we 
would not be here today.” 

Samuels, however, said of all the events that took 
place during Indian Day he was most impressed with 
how the Tribal youth understood the significance of the 
holiday. 

“It’s just fascinating and crucial for the future gen- 
erations of Seminoles,” Samuels said. “It’s important 
for them because the culture lives on through them.” 

Other Indian Day events in Big Cypress included 
log peeling, archery and axe throwing competitions, 
sack races, running races and an alligator wrestling/sto- 
rytelling event hosted by Tribal citizen Billy Walker. 


Big Cypress Indian Day Contest Results 

Arts & Crafts Contest 

Female: Ages 65 and older: 1 . Virginia Tommie; Ages 55-64: 1 . Cornelia Osceola; Ages: 36-54: 1 . Diane J. Snow, 2. 
Virginia Osceola, 3. Diane J. Snow; Ages 26-35: 1 . Alice Billie; Ages 1 8-25: 1 . Tasha Osceola; Ages 1 3-1 7: 1 . Courtney 
Osceola; Ages 9-1 2: 1 . Thomlynn Billie. Male, Ages 6-8: 1 . Ko’Oshee Henry, 2. Ko’Oshee Henry. 

Fry Bread Cooking Contest 

Female: Youth: 1. Sierra Bowers, 2. Natomah Robbins, 3. Callie Joe; Adult: 1. Beverly Alumbaugh, 2. Cornelia Osceola, 

3. Almira Billie; Male: Youth: 1 . Christopher Joe, 2. Anthony Joe, 3. Tucomah Robbins; Adult: 1 . Joe Herrera, 2. Happy 
Jumper. 

Clothing Contest 

Family Division: 1 . Almira Billie, 2. Virginia Osceola, 3. Alice M. Billie. 

Traditional 

Female: Ages 0-1:1. Tommi Stockton, 2. Tahnia Billie, 3. Mary Sally Osceola; Male: Ages 0-1:1. Byron Billie Jr.; Female: 
Ages 2-4: 1 . Xiya Osceola, 2. Sarafina Billie, 3. Keiyana Osceola; Male: Ages 2-4: 1 . Xazier Osceola, 2. Kadin Tommie, 

3. Kassim Stockton Jr.; Female: Ages 5-8: 1 . Harmony Cypress, 2. Alena Stockton, 3. Shana Balentine; Male: Ages 5-8: 

1 . Ko’Oshee Henry, 2. Tash-Sho-Tah-Che Jumper, 3. Adakai Robbins; Female: Ages 9-1 2: 1 . Thomlynn Billie, 2. Sierra 
Bowers; Female, Ages 13-17:1. Courtney Osceola, 2. Alisia H. Billie; Female: Ages 1 8-25: 1 . JoJo Osceola, 2. Ayze Henry, 
3. Tasha Osceola; Male: Ages 18-25: 1 . Byron Billie, 2. Wilson Bowers, 3. Ronnie Billie Jr.; Female: Ages 26-35: 1 . Alice 
M. Billie, 2. Tommi Billie; Male: Ages 26-35: 1 . Marlon Tommie, 2. Kassim Stockton, 3. Billy Walker; Female: Ages 36-54: 
1 . Virginia Osceola, 2. Diane J. Snow; Female: Ages 55-64: 1 . Louise Osceola; Male: Ages 55-64: 1 . Thomas M. A. Billie; 
Female: Ages 65 and older: 1 . Virginia Osceola. 

Modern 

Female: Ages 0-1:1. Mary Sally Osceola, 2. Tommi Stockton, 3. Miah Osceola; Male: Ages 0-1:1. Byron Billie Jr., 2. 
Landell 0. Turtle; Female, Ages 2-4: 1 . Keiyana Osceola, 2. Aniah Cypress, 3. Xiya Osceola; Male: Ages 2-4: 1 . Leighton 
Jim, 2. Xazier Osceola, 3. Micah Stockton; Female: Ages 5-8: 1 . Eliza Billie, 2. Marley Herrera, 3. Julia Smith; Male: Ages 
5-8: 1 . Adakai Robbins, 2. Tash-Sho- Tah-Che Jumper, 3. Skyal Tommie; Female: Ages 9-1 2: 1 . Natomah Robbins, 2. 
Thomlynn Billie, 3. Sarah Osceola; Male: Ages 9-1 2: 1 . Ethan Balentine, 2. Troy Yescas; Female: Ages 13-17:1. Alisia 

H. Billie, 2. Natasha Billie, 3. Courtney Osceola; Male: Ages 13-17:1. Tucomah Robbins; Female: Ages 1 8-25: 1 . JoJo 
Osceola, 2. Tasha Osceola; Male: Ages 1 8-25: 1 . Byron Billie Sr., 2. Wilson Bowers, 3. Ronnie Billie Jr.; Female: Ages 

26-35: 1 . Clea Billie Herrera, 2. Tommi Billie, 3. Alice M. Billie; Male: Ages 26-35: 1 . Kassim Stockton, 2. Joe Herrera, 3. 
Marlon Tommie; Female: Ages 36-54: 1 . Almira Billie, 2. Virginia Osceola, 3. Diane J. Snow; Male: Ages 36-54: 1 . William 
Cypress; Female: Ages 55-64: 1 . Louise Osceola; Male: Ages 55-64: 1 . Thomas M. A. Billie; Female: Ages 65 and older: 1 . 
Virginia Tommie. 

Native American Community Members 

Males: Ages 0-1:1. Aubrey Kirkland; Male: Ages 1 8-25: 1 . Shaun Daughety; Female: Ages 36-54: 1 . Celesta Osceola; 
Male: Ages 36-54: 1 . Van Samuels; Female: Ages 55-64: 1 . Dolly Tecumseh. 

Pool Tournament 

8- Ball 

Seniors: Women: 1 . Juanita Osceola, 2. Jane Freeman, 3. Louise Osceola, 4. Laura Clay, 5. Louise Billie; Men: 1 . Daniel 
Gopher, 2. Charley LaSarge, 3. Roy Snow, 4. Gary Clay, 5. Jimmie Bert; Women: Jamie Onco, 2. Phalyn Osceola, 3. 
Theresa Nunez, 4. Arica Osceola, 5. Grace Martino; Men: 1 .Randy Clay, 2. Ildy Garcia, 3. Leon Micco, 4. Mario Posada, 5. 
Mike Dewitt. 

Scotch Doubles 

I . Charley LaSarge/Phalyn Osceola, 2. Roy Snow/Theresa Nunez, 3. Angelo Claro/Arica Osceola, 4. Leo Onco/Jamie 

Onco, 5. Raymond Garza Sr. /Virginia Billie. 

9- Ball 

Women: 1 . Laura Clay, 2. Dale Grasshopper, 3. Connie Williams, 4. Marissa Cypress-Baker, 5. Theresa Nunez; Men: 1 . 
Tony Bert, 2. Charley LaSarge, 3. Raymond Garza Sr., 4. Tony Billie, 5. Jesse Urbina. 

Walk/Run 

Walkers 

Female: Ages 66 and older: 1 . Louise Billie; Ages 55-65: Teresa Jumper; Ages 36-44: 1 . Marcia Cypress, 2. Carol B. 
Osceola, 3. Noella Dyan O’Donnell, 4. Marissa Baker; Ages 18-35: 1 . Clea Billie Herrera, 2. Jamie Onco; Male: Ages 
55-65: 1 . Jonah Cypress, 2. (tie) Rudy Osceola , 2. (tie) David Cypress; Ages 36-44: 1 . Rob Landin; Ages 18-35: Michael 
Onco Jr.; Youth: Ages 13-17: 1 . Spencer Jock, 2. Tucomah Robbins; Ages 6-12: 1. Natomah Robbins, 2. Brandi Osceola, 
3. Adakai Robbins; Community Members: 1 . Delwin McCowan, 2. Chris Hulbutta, 3. Harley Roberts, 4. Emilia Jumper. 
Runners 

Female: Ages 55-65: 1 . Shirley Clay, 2. Mary F. Tigertail; Ages 36-44: 1 . Cathy Cypress, 2. Almira Billie, 3. Rebecca Billie; 
Ages 18-35: 1. JoJo Osceola; Youth: Ages 6-12: 1. Romeo Garcia, 2. Chaska Osceola, 3. Tash-sho Jumper; Community 
Members: Nano Brooks, 2. Marilyn Jumper. 
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Brighton Keeps Traditions Alive at Indian Day 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — The Brigh- 
ton community gathered togeth- 
er as a family Sept. 26 to honor 
their native history while cel- 
ebrating Indian Day on the res- 
ervation. 

“It’s just a day that we can 
all just come together, the one 
big family that we are, [and] 
set aside all the differences,” 
Junior Miss Florida Seminole 
Stevie Brantley said. “It just re- 
ally brings us closer together as 
a Tribe.” 

Residents relaxed and en- 
joyed the day, also taking part in 
some friendly competition. 

Brighton kept their culture 
and traditions very much alive 
and thriving in honor of Indian 
Day by including many tradi- 
tional Seminole activities. 

The men aimed for the target 
in archery, as the women partici- 
pated in a frybread and pumpkin 
bread cook off. Both men and 
women showed their strength as 
they raced for the fastest times in 
pole peeling. 

The children had their fun 




Rachel Buxton 

(L-R) Aiyana Tommie and Alexis James mix the flour to make traditional fry bread. 


as well taking part in activities 
put on by the Recreation Dept, 
including a football throw, 50 
yard dash and skillet throw. 

The Tribal youth also got 
to enjoy a mini -carnival, com- 
plete with rides and cotton 
candy. 

“Indian Day means a 
bunch of us that we hardly ever 
see come together and par- 
ticipate in curricular events,” 
Tribal resident Davey Snow 
said. “Basically, see people 
you don’t see that much come 
together and have fun.” 

Tribal citizens also feast- 
ed on hamburgers and hot- 
dogs, some even prepared 
by none other than Brighton 
Board of Directors Rep. John- 
nie Jones Sr. 

Brighton resident and mu- 
seum Community Outreach 
Specialist Willie Johns said he 
hopes one day the Indian Day 
celebration will take place on 
one designated reservation 
with citizens from all reserva- 
tions attending. 

“I would really like to see 
it become a Tribal-wide deal 
where one reservation hosts 
all the reservations and every- 
body comes to it and we meet 
as a Tribe,” Johns said. “I think 
that would be really fun.” 
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It's a level of service and a degree of 
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1. Sign-up 

9 Go to Weekly Walks 

3. Go to Foundation Walks 

4 go to Holiday Walks 

5 . join Pedometer Program 

6 . Track Your Progress by 

Earning Points 


If l * CommemorahV 

I f 2- Lanyard 
| 3. T-shirt® 

| * 4. Prt ze Money' 
f S- Awards Banquet 


CONTACT INFO 


i Edna McDuffie 

*| program Coordinator 

I I* (863) 983*5796 

1 6McDuffieSsemttibe.com I 

|! or your local health educator 

I wwJSemWbe.com/waik 


Sernino/e Pathways walking program is 
available to Seminole Tribal Members and 
their immediate families, brought to you by 
the Seminole Health Department 
'Sonne events excluded 


PATHWAY WEEKLY 
WALKS BEGIN 

BIG CYPRESS 

Tuesdays at 8a 
Senior Fitness Trail 

BRIGHTON 

Thursdays at 8a, 12p & 4p 
Florida Seminole Veterans Walking Path 

HOLLYWOOD 

Tuesdays at 7a 
TYPark 

Tuesdays at 12p 
Hollywood Ball Field 

IMMOKALEE 

Thursdays at 9:30a 
Immokalee Tribal Office 

TAMPA 

Wednesdays at 9a 
Lettuce Lake Park 

FORT PIERCE 

Wednesdays at 9a 
Fort Pierce Community 

TRAIL 

Mondays at 5p 
East Village Parking lot 

NAPLES 

Wednesdays 5:30p 
Sun-N-Fun Park 

*Weekly walk times subject to change: 
verify with health educator or website 
www.semtribe.com/walk 


PATHWAY PROGRAM 
CALENDAR 

DIABETES WALK 

November 14, 7:30a 
USF 

TURKEY TROT 

Date TBA, Each Rez 

JINGLE JOG 

Date TBA, Each Rez 

HEART WALK 

Dec. 12, 7:30a 
Ft. Myers, Centennial Park 

REZ RALLY 

Jan. 16, 2010 
Brighton Rez 

MARCH OF DIMES 

March 6, 7:30a 
Okeechobee, Flagler Park 

HEART WALK 

March 13, 7:30a 

Davie, Nova Southeastern University 

RELAY FOR LIFE 

Date TBA, Clewiston 

EASTER SEALS 

March 26, 7:30a 
Ft. Lauderdale, Markham Park 


Seminole 


RSthwavs 
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(L-R) Jack Aguilar and Damian Escobar paddle furiously toward the finish line. 
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Nicki Davis exhibits her modern skirt and cape before the judg- 
ing panel at the Immokalee Indian Day clothing contest. 








Immokalee Celebrates Indian Day 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Staff Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — The Immokalee 
Indian Day celebration spanned a three day 
period as community members participated 
in cultural activities. 

The events got underway with the 
clothing contest on the evening of Oct. 8, 
and continued with traditional competitions 
through the afternoon of Oct. 10. 

“Cultural awareness and preserving our 
heritage is important to the Seminole peo- 
ple,” said Immokalee Tribal Council Liaison 
Elaine Aguilar. “When your language and 
traditions are no longer practiced, you cease 
to exist as a culture. Our ancestors sacrificed 
a great deal in order that we might be here 
today. It is our responsibility to insure that 
Tld^weeks future generations continue this legacy.” 

Troy Cantu places second among the youth run- With *e passage of time clothing be- 
ners at the Indian Day Walk/Run. comes modified by the availability of ma- 

terials and styles 
change according to 
the environment and 
the artistic expres- 
sions of those who 
create and wear the 
apparel. Immokalee ’s 


(L-R) Kenny Joe Davis Sr., Raymond Yzaguirre III, 
enter the Seminole jacket contest. 


Judy Weeks 

Pete Aguilar Jr., Josie Davis and Randy Osceola 


clothing contest re- an attempt to encourage the manufacture of 
fleeted nearly two new garments and insure the teaching of the 
centuries of Seminole art to the next generation, 
attire, with models The canoe races were held in the lake 
of all ages helping behind the community’s houses on the eve- 
display the various ning of Oct. 9. Seniors were permitted to en- 
list the services of a younger person to assist 
year’s them as a team in the paddle boats, where 


styles. 
This 


(L-R) Nancy Motlow, Bobbie Billie and Martha Billie compete in the senior 
Seminole patchwork jacket contest. 


modem division. 

It was required 


(L-R) Stomping her feet and rattling her shakers, Valene Clay crosses the 
finish line just ahead of her sister, Amy. 


clothing entries were they got plenty of exercise, 
limited to solid col- Divided into age groups, the canoe rac- 
ors in the traditional es were extremely competitive, and at times, 
category and ric-rac, hilarious. Over confidence took its toll on 
prints and solids were more than one team and two adult canoes 
incorporated into the flipped, making it necessary for the occu- 
pants to swim to shore. 

Everyone roared with laughter when 
that all clothing be 10-year-old, Alicia Mora said: “I don’t need 
fairly new and ex- any help. I’ve been doing this for years.” 
hibited only one time Unfortunately, her partner was a little 
and on one individu- beginner and lost her paddle with the first 
al. This was done in dip. Granted a “do over,” the girls zig- 
zagged across the 
lake, eventually re- 
turning to the finish 
line where the crowd 
cheered their arrival. 

“That is the kind 
of spirit and determi- 
nation that made it 
possible for our an- 
cestors to survive,” 
Liaison Aguilar said. 

The Indian Day 
Walk kicked off in 
the pre-dawn dark- 
ness with walkers 
and runners follow- 
ing a course around 
the reservation. By 
the time the event 
was completed, the 
sun lit up the sky and 
the participants gath- 
ered for a healthy 
snack, while Nu- 
tritionist Charlotte 
Porcaro encouraged 


Judy Weeks 

Tommie Billie models her Seminole patchwork 
skirt and cape. 

them to take part in the Seminole Pathways 
Walking Program. 

Immokalee Cultural Coordinator Amy 
Clay and her staff prepared a traditional 
Seminole meal over the fire, while the com- 
munity members competed in the turtle rac- 
es, axe throwing, shaker races, archery, log 
peeling, fan tacking and rib and chili cook- 
offs. 


Judy Weeks 

Kenny Joe Davis Sr.’s succulent ribs took the 
championship in the cook-off. 


Immokalee Indian Day 

Contest Winners 

Chili Cook Off: 1 . Kenny Joe Davis Sr. 

Rib Cook Off: 1 . Kenny Joe Davis Sr. 
Turtle Races: Children: 1 . Remey Davis, 2. 
Brendan Posada; Seniors: 1 . Elaine Aguilar, 2. 
Louise Motlow. 

Archery: Ages 6-11:1. Jack Aguilar, 2. K.J. 
Davis, 3. Kenny Joe Davis Jr.; Ages 14-17:1. 
Trey Boone, 2. Ethan Billie; Adults: 1 . Kenny 
Joe Davis Sr., 2. Michael Mata. 

Shaker Races: Ages 6-11:1. Shyanna Esco- 
bar, 2. Lindsey Posada, 3. Makayla Gonzalez; 
Ages 12-17:1. Vanessa Billie, 2. Alexis Jim- 
mie, 3. Lauren Posada; Adults: 1. Deidra Hall, 
2. America Martinez, 3. Valene Clay. 

Log Peeling: Men: 1 . Kenny Joe Davis Sr., 2. 
David Tahchawwickah, 3. Raymond Yzaguirre 
III; Women: 1 . Valene Clay, 2. Amy Clay, 3. 
America Martinez; Seniors: 1 . Martha Billie, 
2. Nancy Motlow. 

Fan Tacking: Ages 6-11:1. Jack Tahchaw- 
wickah, 2. Billy Walker, 3. Troy Cantu; Ages 
1 2-1 7: 1 . Alexis Jimmie, 2. Eliza Mora; Men: 

1 . Kenny Joe Davis Sr., 2. Ray Yzaguirre III, 
3. David Tahchawwickah; Women: 1 . Valene 
Clay, 2. Amy Clay, 3. Josie Davis; Seniors: 

1 . Martha Davis, 2. Nancy Motlow, 3. Elaine 

Aguilar. 

Axe Throwing: Ages 6-11:1. Destinee Jim- 
mie, 2. Kenny Joe Davis Jr., 3. Jon Jimmie; 
Ages 12-17:1. Eliza Mora, 2. Alexis Jimmie; 
Men: 1 . Kenny Joe Davis Sr., 2. Ray Yzaguirre 
III; Women: 1 . Deidra Hall, 2. Ashley Billie, 

3. Amy Clay; Seniors: 1 . Nancy Motlow, 2. 

Martha Billie, 3. Elaine Aguilar. 

Canoe Races: Seniors: 1 . Elaine Aguilar and 
Kenny Joe Davis Sr., 2. Nancy Motlow and 
Ray Yzaguirre Jr.; Women: 1 . Josie Davis and 
Bonnie Davis, 2. Esmeralda Billie and Ashley 
Billie, 3. Amy Clay and Valene Clay; Men: 

1 . Kenny Joe Davis Sr. and Ralph Escobar, 

2. Ray Yzaguirre III and Michael Mata, 3. 
Edward Aguilar and Randy Osceola; Ages 14- 

17: 1 . Ethan Billie and Christopher Briscoll, 

2. Cassandra Jimmie and Jordan Rodriguez, 

3. Alexis Jimmie and Alexis Aguilar; Youth: 1 . 
Kenny Joe Davis Jr. and Dennis Gonzales, 2. 
Troy Cantu and Jack Tahchawwickah, 3. Jack 

Aguilar and Damian Escobar. 

Indian Day Walk: Youth: 1 . Kenny Joe Davis 
Jr., 2. Troy Cantu, 3. Damian Escobar; Na- 
tive Community: Stephan Bagby; Women: 
Ages 18-36: Runners: 1 . Lorraine Posada, 

2. Victoria Mata; Walker: 1 . Jennifer Ramos; 
Men: Ages 18-36: Runners: 1 . Michael Mata, 
2. Edward Aguilar; Women: Ages 37-54: Run- 
ners: 1 . Mary Lou Alvarado; Walkers: 1 . Cindy 
Aguilar; Men: Ages 37-54: Walkers: 1 . Mario 
Posada; Senior Men: 1 . Pete Aguilar; Senior 
Women: 1. Elaine Aguilar. 

Clothing Contest: Traditional: Boys: Ages 4-8: 
1 . K.J. Davis; Ages 9-1 2: 1 . Kenny Joe Davis 
Jr.; Adult: Men’s Shirts and Jackets: Ages 
1 8-54: 1 . Kenny Joe Davis Sr., 2. Deidra Hall; 
Women: Ages 1 8-54: 1 . Josie Davis; Turbans: 

1 . Martha Billie, 2. Nancy Motlow; Modern: 
Boys: Shirts and Jackets: Ages 0-3: 1 . Elijah 
Hall, 2. Kashmir Joiner, 3. Angelina Hall; Ages 

4-8: 1 . Ezekial Roberts, 2. Jack Aguilar, 3. 
K.J. Davis; Ages 9-1 2: 1 . Damian Escobar, 2. 
Paul Tahchawwickah, 3. Kenny Joe Davis Jr.; 
Ages 13-17: 1. Alexis Aguilar, 2. Nicki Davis, 

3. Alexis Jimmie; Ages 1 8-54: 1 . Randy 
Osceola, 2. Pete Aguilar, 3. Ray Yzaguirre III; 
Seniors: 1 . Nancy Motlow, 2. Bobby Billie, 3. 
Martha Billie; Girls: Ages 0-3: 1 . Jaleesa Clay, 

2. Shaylah Tahchawwickah, 3. Mary Jane 
Martinez; Ages 4-8: 1 . Jaliyah Arteaga, 2. Ca- 
niah Billie, 3. Aiyana Gonzalez; Ages 9-1 2: 1 . 
Tommie Billie, 2. Lauren Posada, 3. Makayla 
Gonzalez; Ages 13-17:1. Vanessa Billie, 2. 
Nicki Davis; Adult: Women: Ages 1 8-54: 1 . 
Bonnie Davis, 2. Deidra Hall, 3. Amy Clay; 

Seniors: 1 . Nancy Motlow, 2. Martha Billie, 3. 
Alice Clay. 


Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Nancy Motlow and Raymond Yzaguirre Jr. 
arrive at the finish line just seconds after their 
competition, earning the duo second place. 


Judy Weeks 


Judy Weeks 


Judy Weeks 


(L-R) Kenny Joe Davis Sr. turns the pole for Valene Clay as the Immokalee Culture Coordinator Amy Clay lights the fire in anticipation of preparing 
bark flies and she wins the women’s log peeling contest. a traditional Indian Day meal. 


Immokalee Tribal Council Liaison Elaine Aguilar (C) pits her soft shell turtle against Louise Motlow’s 
gopher turtle and comes away with first place in the races. 
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Tribal Citizens Attend Indian 
Day Golf Tournament 




BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 


Woody Doherty 

(L-R) Billy White, Janies Tommie, John Madrigal and Jason Tommie won first place at 
the golf tournament with a score of 15 under par in the 4-man scramble. 


NAPLES — Players in the 
Indian Day 2009 Golf Tournament 
took to the links at 9 a. m. on Sept. 

26 at the Heritage Bay Country 
Club. 

Open to Tribal citizens, their 
spouses, Tribal employees and 
invited guests, the competitors 
played in teams during the 4-man 
scramble. Drawing from a roster 
of seasoned players, each of the 
teams represented a formidable 
challenge. 

Players traveled from Holly- 
wood, Brighton, Big Cypress, Im- 
mokalee and Naples to participate 
in the competition. 

“Our Native American culture 
has always had a close relationship 
to our environment and derived 
their livelihood from the land,” 
said Raymond Garza Sr. “Spend- 
ing the day in the sunshine and 
beautiful outdoor landscape of our 
homeland is a great way to cel- 
ebrate our heritage.” 

A 27-hole course, the tournament was played on 
holes 13 through 27. From the time the first ball left the 
tee until the players sunk their last putts, the competi- 
tive spirit ran high in a good natured fashion. The greens 
were fast and the players were ready to meet the chal- 
lenge. 

The first place winning team of John Madrigal, 
Jason Tommie, Billy White and James Tommie had a 
fabulous score of 15 under par, which means that they 
birdied nearly every hole. 


It was no surprise when Ricky Doctor turned in 
the longest drive in the senior men’s division. During 
the past several tournaments, he has put some amazing 
power behind the ball on some very difficult fairways. 
Joe Anderson and Virginia Billie were the longest drive 
standouts in the men and women’s divisions, respec- 
tively. 

Tabulating the Closest to the Pin (KP) shots on the 
par 3 holes for the senior men 50 and older category, 
Mondo Tiger and Kenny Campbell tied on the 13th 
hole. Then, Kenny Campbell came back to win on #17 
and Tiger aced #21 with Lawrence 
Osceola showing them how it 
should be done on #26. All mem- 
bers of the same team, they held 
bragging rights for the day. 

KP scores for the men’s divi- 
sion were spread out with play- 
ers from separate teams. Cicero 
Osceola, Raymond Garza Jr., Joe 
Anderson and James Tommie 
made the winning shots. Virginia 
Billie excelled on behalf of the 


Woody Doherty 

The golf team from Immokalee of (L-R) Raymond Garza Jr., Mario Posada, Raymond 
Garza Sr. and Virginia Billie, placed fourth in the 4-man scramble at the tournament. 


women. 

Tournament winners were as 
follows: 1: John Madrigal, Jason 
Tommie, Billy White, James Tom- 
mie. 2: Lawrence Osceola, Mondo 
Tiger, Kenny Campbell, Jeremy 
Harrison. 3: Elliot Young, Antho- 
ny Young, Joe Anderson, Arthur 
Lieborwitz. 4. Mario Posada, Ray- 
mond Garza, Jr. Virginia Billie, 
Raymond Garza, Sr. 5. Ricky Doc- 
tor, Steve Frost, Bill Wilson, John 
Martin. 6. George Grasshopper, 
Troy Frank, Cicero Osceola, Ray 
Yzaguirre. 


Trail Community Indian Day Walk 



Michael Cantu 

(L-R) Richard Keyser Jr. receives his Indian Day T-shirt from Allied Health Program Manager Suzanne Davis. 



Michael Cantu 


Tribal citizen Delores Osceola participates in the Sept. 19 Trail Indian Day Walk, held at the Miccosukee Village parking 
lot. More than 40 participants walked in the Hollywood Health Dept, and Fitness Program co-sponsored event. The youth 
and adults walked 2.5 miles, while the seniors walked 1.5 miles. 
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Naples Joins the Path to Wellness 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

NAPLES — Members of the Naples community 
received the map to guide them along the path to well- 
ness when they attended the Indian Day Walk at the Sun 
‘N’ Fun Lagoon Park on Sept. 12. 

Gathering in the exhibition hall at 8:30 a.m., the 
group listened to a presentation by Health/Nutrition 
Educator Charlotte Porcaro in which she introduced 
the Seminole Pathways Walking Program. Discussing 
the unlimited health benefits of walking, Porcaro spoke 
about the project and distributed literature. 

This is the first time Naples community members 
have been invited to participate in a program of this na- 
ture as a community effort and they displayed a great 
deal of enthusiasm. A schedule was established for 
weekly walks to take place on Wednesday mornings 
with participants meeting at the park at 6:30 a.m. 

“Walking is one of the best things that you can do 
for yourself and we hope that providing you with incen- 
tives will keep you motivated,” said Walking Program 
Coordinator Edna McDuffie. 

Community Health Advocate Barbara Billie and 
Nutritionist Sue Fundingsland assisted in passing out 
Indian Day Walk T-shirts, healthy snacks and beverages 
at the event. 

Even though a steady rainfall delayed the day’s ac- 
tivities, it did not dampen the spirits of the participants. 
When the weather changed to a slight drizzle, the group 
grabbed umbrellas and headed for the boardwalk and 
woodland paths that surround the park. From babies in 
strollers to senior citizens, everyone started down the 
path to a healthier future. 



Judy Weeks 


A light rain couldn’t keep Ingram Billie Jr. from participating 
in the Naples Indian Day Walk. 



Judy Weeks 


(L-R) Connie Slavik, Michelle Billie, Barbara Billie, Corey Billie and Maggie Porter do stretches to loosen up before beginning 
the walk at the Sun ‘N’ Fun Lagoon on Sept. 12. 



Tampa Celebrates Native Culture at Indian Day 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 


LAKELAND, Fla. — The Tampa community be- 
came one as they celebrated Indian Day and participated 
in some traditional fun Sept. 26 at the Lakeland prop- 
erty. 

“This was very exciting for Native Americans to 
come and gather and look around because when we all 
gather in one area it shows the amount of people and it 
shows all our families and they get to recognize each 
other and see each other and they communicate,” Cul- 
ture educator Herbert Jim said. 

The day honored Native history 
in all aspects, ranging from tradi- 
tional cooking to traditional demon- 
strations. 

Tampa elder Bobby Henry put 
on a woodcarving demonstration 
and hosted a stickball game for the 
Tampa youth teaching them about 
their past. 

“Kids growing and learning so 
we need to talk about cultures and 
histories and cookout and play stick- 
ball,” Henry said. “Just anything 
you can think about that Seminole 
people do back in old days.” 

The youth also got lessons on 
how to make fire and how to knap 
arrowheads; the same activities their 
ancestors partook in. 

While the youth learned about 
their culture the adults competed in 
an array of cultural activities includ- 
ing pole peeling, hatchet throwing, 
skillet throws and archery. 

Prior to the actual Indian Day 


celebration Tribal citizens created works of art to enter 
in the arts and crafts competition. 

“Most of our ancestors would be really excited 
about today,” Jim said. “It’s been a long time since the 
people moved out to the cities. They’re all scattered and 
nobody has been around to gather to do things like this.” 

After much fun, the residents dressed in traditional 
Seminole clothing to model for the much anticipated 
clothing contest. 

“Today was a really good day,” Jim said. “We had 
a lot more participants; a lot more students coming out 
participating in the arts and crafts. This is the biggest 
one yet.” 



Photo Courtesy of Seminole Broadcasting 

Curtis Motlow takes aim at the target in the archery competition. 
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Jaylee Jimmie, 3, is intrigued by the Thanksgiving cake at the Immokalee Preschool dinner held at the Senior Center on the evening of Nov. 13. 


Immokalee Reservation Celebrates Thanksgiving 



Judy Weeks 

Participants in Immokalee’s Turkey Trot follow the Seminole Pathway to better health. 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reportter 

IMMOKALEE — Immokalee 
Tribal Council Liaison Elaine Aguilar 
summed up the essence of Thanksgiv- 
ing and what it means to the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida. 

“When things don’t go right, it 
doesn’t take long for our problems to be- 
come the center of our thoughts and ac- 
tions. Unfortunately, it seems as though 
we move from one problem to another,” 
said Liaison Aguilar. “Thanksgiving is a 
time to set aside our troubles and con- 
flicts and think about all the wonderful 
things in our lives.” 

“We have so much to be grateful 
for each day,” continued Aguilar. “Our 
ancestors welcomed the sunshine that 
brightened their day, the rainfall that 
made their gardens grow and the com- 
panionship of their family and friends. 
If you stop to think about it, you will 
realize how fortunate we are and how 
wonderful it would be to spend as much 


time on our blessings and we do our 
problems.” 

Preschool Thanksgiving Dinner 
The Immokalee Preschool kicked 
off the Thanksgiving season with a fes- 
tive dinner on the evening of Nov. 13 at 
the Senior Center. It was a joyous occa- 
sion for the children as they welcomed 
their parents and grandparents. 

The room was decorated in the 
traditional Thanksgiving manner with 
turkeys, harvest vegetables, and the 
colored leaves of fall. However, these 
things were insignificant compared to 
the wonderful decorations that the chil- 
dren had created. Feathered headdress- 
es, little turkeys fashioned from finger- 
paint, hand prints and crayon drawings 
adorned the tables. 

Seniors ’Fall Festivities 
The Immokalee seniors extended 
an open invitation to all senior Tribal 
citizens on Nov. 18 for a Thanksgiving 
Party. 

Please see THANKS on page 2A 


Tribal Youth Volleyball Team End With Perfect Season 

BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

OKEECHOBEE The Yearling 
Middle School (YMS) volleyball team com- 
pleted their season undefeated with a perfect 
record (12-0). 

The volleyball team was comprised of 
Tribal youth Jaide Micco, Trista Osceola, 

Harley Johns, Acealyn Youngblood, Chey- 
enne Nunez, Airi Nunez, Delaney Osceola 
and Kirsten Doney. 

“The girls have enthusiasm,” YMS vol- 
leyball coach Bruce Conrad said. 

The teammates wrapped up their sea- 
son and held fundraisers, including a serve- 
a-thon where each player was sponsored 
for the number of serves made out of 100 
serves total. This event helped raise money 
so they could attend the NCAA Champion- 
ship Tournament which was held in Tampa, 

Dec. 17 and 19. 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida was 
extremely supportive and generous and 
provided the team with a sky box during 
the tournament that was held in the Tampa 
Bay Forum. The Tribe also chartered a bus 
to make it easier for the team to travel to 
Tampa for the exciting event. 

“I can’t thank them enough,” Coach 

Conrad said about the Seminole Trihe of Yearling Middle School Tribal youth volleyball players (L-R) Acealyn Youngblood, Kirsten Doney, Delaney Osceola, Airi Nunez, Cheyenne 
Florida. Nunez, Jaide Micco and Trista Osceola. Harley Johns is not pictured. 



Rachel Buxton 


Brighton Wins 
Senior Trike Fest 
Competition 

BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — With the Brighton Reservation 
coming into the Trike Fest as the overwhelming favorite 
to win a third consecutive Trike Fest, Big Cypress Tribal 
Council Rep. David Cypress did everything he could to 
pump up the competitors early on. 

“The pressure is on Brighton, but we all got to try 
hard,” Rep. Cypress said. “We expect this every fall in No- 
vember, so let’s have a good time and compete.” 

Hollywood Board of Directors Rep. Marcellus Osceo- 
la Jr. also rooted for his reservation before the start of the 
5th annual Senior Trike Fest, held Nov. 19 at the Big Cy- 
press Airplane Hangar. 

“I’m not looking to be a senior with the competition 
we have here,” Rep. Osceola said as he rooted for the Hol- 
lywood Reservation to win its first Trike Fest title since 
2006. “David [Cypress], you have your work cut out for 
you here at Big Cypress. Let’s go Hollywood!” 

None of that fazed the Brighton Reservation’s seniors, 
however, as Brighton took home the coveted Senior Trike 
Fest’s traveling trophy. The Brighton team triumphed 
against the Hollywood, Big Cypress, Tampa and Immo- 
kalee teams at the event. 

Please see TRIKE on page 2A 


Reese Bert Promoted 
to Assistant 
Housing Director 

BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Tribal citizen Reese Bert was recent- 
ly promoted to Assistant Housing Director of Brighton’s 
Housing Department by Exec- 
utive Housing Director Holly 
Tiger Bowers. 

Bert, a resident of the 
Brighton Reservation, has 
been a part of the Housing 
Department for more than 10 
years and has worked within 
the Tribe for more than 20. 

During those years Bert 
has held a variety of positions 
in the Housing Dept, includ- 
ing junior project manager, 
property manager and most 
recently, service manager. 

“It’s a process to build a 
house,” Bert explained. “It is Reese Bert 

always a challenge and once a 

new house goes up. I feel ex- 
cited that it is completed and everything is in order.” 

Bert began his experience in the Housing Department 
handling construction and general maintenance issues on 
the Hollywood and Big Cypress Reservations. 

He joined the department with a certificate for techni- 
cal support in air conditioning and later received his state 

Please see BERT on page 2A 



Tribal Council Holds 
Special Meeting 

BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

FORT PIERCE — The Tribal Council gathered at the 
Chupco Youth Ranch in Fort Pierce for a special session on 
Nov. 30. They passed 33 resolutions on the agenda includ- 
ing: 

Resolution 22: Service agreement with Florida- Spec- 
trum Environmental Services, Inc., to provide professional 
laboratory testing and analysis services for all Reservations 
and trust lands of the Seminole Tribe of Florida; 

Resolution 24: Lease agreement between Pitney 
Bowes Global Financial Services, LLC., Pitney Bowes, 
Inc., and Seminole Tribe of Florida Ahfachkee School; 

Resolution 28: U.S. Foodservice Master Distribution 
agreement to purchase, warehouse and distribute specified 
food and non-food related products for Seminole Gaming; 

Resolution 29: Approval of agreement with Native 
American Construction, LLC, for utility improvements 
to Hamey Pond Road and Harney Canal Road - Brighton 
Seminole Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 30: Approval of agreement with Seminole 
Design-Build, Inc., for Billie Swamp Safari; ratification of 
execution of the agreement; 

Resolution 35: Ha-Sho-Be Golf, LLC, new consult- 
ing agreement for purchase, development, construction, 
financing and/or management of a golf course; 

Resolution 36: Issuance of revocable permit to Bill 
Rhodes Honey Co., LLC, for beehives - Big Cypress Semi- 
nole Indian Reservation; and, 

Resolution 37: Issuance of revocable permit to Benoit 
Grenier for beehives - Brighton Seminole Indian Reserva- 
tion. 
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TRIKE 

From page 1A 


Though the Brighton Reservation took 
home the biggest honor of the day, the Tam- 
pa Reservation took home the most team 
trophies. Tampa, which brought along five 
female seniors to this annual event, won for 
best decorated trike and most participants 
based on reservation size. The five compet- 
ing seniors in Tampa represented 50 percent 
of the community’s total senior population. 

“Tampa doesn’t have too many people, 
but they’re always active,” said Andrew 
Bowers Jr., Brighton Tribal Council Rep. 

The event began with Seminole Fitness 
Department Trainer for the Hollywood Res- 
ervation “Jay” Garland leading the seniors 
in a series of stretches before the races be- 


Naji Tobias 

Seniors line up for the cone weave relay race at the Trike Fest, held Nov. 19 at Big Cypress. 


event together should pat themselves on 
the back,” he said of the event’s organiz- 
ing team, which included Tribal employees 
from the Seminole Fitness Department, the 
Big Cypress Recreation Department and 
others. 


5th Annual Senior 
Trike Fest Results 

Relay Race 

1 . Hollywood Reservation, 8 points, 2. Big 
Cypress Reservation, 6 points, 3. Brighton 
Reservation, 4 points, 4. Tampa Reservation, 
2 points. 


gan. 

“You guys have a great day and trike it 
out,” Garland said to the seniors. 

Following the warm-up and Trike Fest 
Fashion Show, the event’s five races, the 
cone weave, the double figure-8, the maze, 
the ball toss and the team relays, began. 

Mable Tichenor, a Tribal senior from 
the Brighton Reservation, was highly con- 
fident in Brighton’s performance after the 
races concluded. 

“We want to win a trophy again and take 
it back to Brighton,” Tichenor said. “I don’t 
see how any other reservation can beat us.” 

After lunch was the awards ceremony, 
with the five reservations collectively hold- 
ing their breaths as the results were an- 
nounced. 

Though Hollywood won the team relay, 
Brighton scored the most points with 96, 24 
more than the second place team Hollywood 
team. Patty Waldron and 
Jenny Johns, both from 
the Brighton Reserva- 
tion, snagged the top 
two places in the Best 
Dressed Triker category, 
with 60 and 58 points, 
respectively. 

“Whoever thought 
of this thing had die 
right idea,” Rep. Bowers 
said of the Trike Fest. “It 
lets us look forward to 
having a friendly com- 
petition with all the res- 
ervations and brings us 
all together.” 

“The participation 
is more important that 
winning and losing,” he 
added. “There are no 
losers in the Trike Fest; 
everybody is a winner.” 

For the sixth an- 
nual Senior Trike Fest, 
tentatively scheduled 
November 2010, Rep. 

Bowers said he hopes 
the event gets bigger in 
years to come. 

“Everyone who had 
a hand in putting this 


Cone Weave 

Super Seniors: Ages 55-61 : Female: 1 . 

Minnie Tigertail, 2. Wanda Bowers, 3. Patty 
Waldron, 4. Jenny Johns; Male: 1 . Jonah 
Cypress, 2. Roger Smith, 3. Mike D. Tiger, 

4. David Cypress. Golden Seniors: Ages 
62-68: 1 . Nancy Shore, 2. Louise Gopher, 3. 
Connie Whidden, 4. Mabel Doctor; Male: 1 . 
Mitchell Cypress, 2. Ronnie Doctor, 3. Billie 
Micco. Diamond Seniors: Ages 69 and Older: 

1 . Mary Gay Osceola, 2. Onnie Osceola, 3. 
Mable Haught; Male: 1 . Wonder Johns, 2. 
Coleman Josh. 

Ball Toss 

Super Seniors: Ages 55-61 : Female: 1 . Jenny 
Johns, 2. Susie Doctor, 3. Juanita Osceola, 

4. Nancy Frank; Male: 1 . David Cypress, 2. 
Roger Smith, 3. Jonah Cypress, 4. Mike D. 
Tiger. Golden Seniors: Ages 62-68: Female: 

1 . Peggy Cubis, 2. Nancy Shore, 3. Louise 
Gopher, 4. Nancy Motlow; Men: 1 . Mitchell 
Cypress, 2. Mille Micco, 3. Ronnie Doctor. 
Diamond Seniors: Ages 69 and Older: Fe- 
male: 1 . Onnie Osceola, 2. Mary Gay Osceola, 
3. Betty Osceola, 4. Mable Haught; Male: 1 . 
Wonder Johns, 2. Coleman Josh. 
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The Tampa Reservation’s seniors conduct a presentation on their dec- 
orated tricycle, which gave them a victory for Best Decorated Trike. 
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Seniors from the Brighton Reservation win their fourth Best Overall Team Trike Fest award in five 
years for on Nov. 19. 
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Seniors from the Tampa Reservation, with Chairman Mitchell Cypress (C), celebrate as they take 
home the Most Participants award in this year’s Trike Fest. 


The Maze 

Super Seniors: Ages 55-61 : Female: 1 . 
Minnie Tigertail, 2. Wanda Bowers, 3. Molly 
Shore, 4. Juanita Osceola; Male: 1 . Jonah 
Cypress, 2. Roger Smith, 3. David Cypress, 
4. Mike Tiger. Golden Seniors: Ages 62-68: 
Female: 1 . Mabel Doctor Osceola, 2. Peggy 
Cubis, 3. Louis Gopher, 4. Nancy Motlow; 
Male: 1 . Ronnie Doctor, 2. Mitchell Cypress, 
3. Billie Micco. Diamond Seniors: Ages 69 
and Older: Female: 1 . Mary Gay Osceola, 2. 
Onnie Osceola, 3. Mable Haught; Men: 1 . 
Coleman Josh. 


Double Figure 8 

Super Seniors: Ages 55-61 : Female: 1 . Patty 
Waldron, 2. Molly Shore, 3. Jenny Johns, 

4. Alice Sweat; Male: Jonah Cypress, 2. 

David Cypress, 3. Roger Smith, 4. Mike 
Tiger. Golden Seniors: Ages 62-68: Female: 

1 . Nancy Motlow, 2. Mabel Doctor Osceola, 

3. Connie Whidden, 4. Peggy Cubis; Male: 

1 . Mitchell Cypress, 2. Ronnie Doctor, 3. 

Billie Micco. Diamond Seniors: Ages 69 and 
Older: Female: 1 . Mary Gay Osceola, 2. Onnie 
Osceola, 3. Mable Haught; Male: 1 . Wonder 
Johns, 2. Coleman Josh. 

Best Decorated Trike - Team Award 
1 . Tampa Reservation, 58 points, 2. Holly- 
wood Reservation, 57 points, 3. Immokalee 
Reservation, 55 points. 

Best Dressed Triker 

1 . Patty Waldron, Brighton Reservation, 60 
points, 2. Jenny Johns, Brighton Reservation, 
58 points, 3. Louise Osceola, Big Cypress 
Reservation, 57 points. 

Most Participants - Team Award 
1 . Tampa Reservation 

Most Practices 

Big Cypress: Male: Jonah Cypress; Female: 
Violet Jim 

Brighton: Male: Wonder Johns; Female: Onnie 
Osceola 

Hollywood: Male: Joe Paul Billie; Female: 
Juanita Osceola 
Tampa: Female: Nancy Frank 
Immokalee: Nancy Motlow. 

Reservation Winner - Traveling Trophy 
1 . Brighton Reservation, 96 points, 2. Holly- 
wood Reservation, 72 points, 3. Big Cypress, 
53 points, 4. Tampa, 14 points, 5. Immokalee, 
6 points. 







THANKS 
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No senior get-together 
would be complete without their 
favorite pastime of Bingo. Play- 
ing from six to eight cards each 
round, the players stayed busy 
stamping numbers and visiting 
with friends. Laughter filled the 
room as the caller occasionally 
slipped in an odd number just 
to see if they were paying atten- 
tion. 

The players had to stay on 
their toes as they attempted to be 
the first one to achieve some dif- 
ficult combinations. Gift cards 
were awarded to the five win- 
ners as follows: Double Regular: 
Nancy Motlow, Double Postage 
Stamp: Nancy Motlow, Crazy 
Letter “T”: Linda Frank, Doo- 
Dad: Pete Aguilar, Full Monty: 
Nancy Motlow. 

Between rounds of Bingo, 
raffle ticket numbers were called 


(L-R) Immokalee Tribal Council Liaison Elaine Aguilar and Syl- 
via Marrero count their blessings. 


Health and Nutrition Rep. Charlotte Por- 
and the winners received tokens to play caro said. “The best way to combat this age 


Plinko. Players held their breath as the chips old problem is to set aside time each day to 
made their way through the maze and into walk. Walking helps to bum excess calories, 


improve your breathing and blood pressure 
and increase your good cholesterol, while 
lowering your bad cholesterol. Let’s make a 


the winning slots for prizes. The lucky gam- 
blers were Ruth Osceola, Elizabeth Oleo, 

Linda Frank and Nancy Motlow. 

A highlight of the party was the sugar- happy holiday season, a healthy one.” 
tree desserts prepared by the Seminole 4-H 
Club girls’ cooking class. Alexis Aguilar, 

Cartaya Billie, Jade Tapia, Alexis Jimmie 
and Caniah Billie selected recipes from their 
healthy lifestyle cookbook. They spent the 
previous afternoon creating a cake and cob- 
bler from scratch for the senior Thanksgiv- 
ing luncheon. 

Community Thanksgiving Celebration 
Residents of the Immokalee commu- 
nity congregated at the gym on the evening 
of Nov. 19 to count their blessings, and em- 
brace their family members and friends in 
celebration of Thanksgiving. 

“We have so much to be thankful for,” 

Immokalee Board of Directors Liaison De- 
lores Jumper said. “What began as a small 
camp of five families sharing their liveli- 
hood and struggling for survival has become 
a thriving community. Each year brings 
growth to provide for our people and ensure 
a future for our children.” 

A fantastic holiday buffet was served to 
an enormous gathering. Adults counted their 
blessings and reminisced about the Thanks- 
givings of their childhood, while the chil- 
dren played games along the wall. 

Turkey Trot 
Following the 


Judy Weeks 

Linda Frank watches her Plinko chip head for a 
winning slot at the Immokalee Seniors’ Thanks- 
giving celebration. 


Seminole Pathway, 
Immokalee commu- 
nity members and em- 
ployees participated 
in the Turkey Trot on 
the morning of Nov 
20. Donning pumpkin 
orange-colored T-shirts 
and checking their pe- 
dometers, the group 
followed a course from 
the Administration 
Building to the athletic 
field and back through 
the community. 

Pins commemo- 
rating the event were 
distributed at the finish 
line and earned points 
were added to the Sem- 
inole Pathways ledger. 

“It is very easy to 
over indulge during the 
holiday season and be- 
fore you know it, you 
begin to backslide,” 


Judy Weeks 

Angelo Colon Jr. (R) receives a Thanksgiving hug from great-grandma, 
Rachel Billie, at the Preschool Thanksgiving dinner. 



BERT 
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license, also for air conditioning. 

“At the time when I was doing my trade 
I figured it was a smart move,” Bert said of 
joining the department. “Then I just contin- 
ued to move up the ladder.” 

Bert has a team of 25 employees who 
provide service for the Brighton and Tampa 
communities. Bert said he can’t say enough 


about his staff, calling them wonderful peo- 
ple and saying he knows if anything ever 
happened to him one of them would be able 
to step in and help out. 

Bert said he looks forward to his new 
role as assistant Housing Dept, director and 
wouldn’t trade his experience working for 
the Tribe for anything. 

“Me and my staff will continue to work 
hard to service Tribal members with pride,” 
Bert proclaimed. 
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Rev. Fred Whirlwind (Rosebud Sioux) is overwhelmed with happiness after learning about the vast amount of toys that will be distributed to the Sioux youth for the holidays. 


Holiday Toy Giveaway Highlights ‘Rock the Rez’ 
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John Melina (R) offers inspirational words to the youth at Rock the Rez, held at the Eddie Cypress Billie Fellowship Hall 
on Dec. 5. Melina is a member of Sawgrass Community Church in Sunrise, Fla. 



Magician John Roberts makes a table fly through the air during a 
levitation performance. 


Youth Enjoy Magic, 
Illusions at Show 

BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — A bag of tricks that included slight 
of hand, illusions and comedy captivated a youthful audi- 
ence at the Willie Frank Library on the afternoon of Nov. 
13. 

Skilled entertainer John Robert has 25 years of experi- 
ence on stage and immediately acquired the full focus of 
his viewers with his opening antics that filled the room 
with laughter and intrigue. 

“Do you want to know how I learned to do these 
things?” asked Robert. “I started going to the library and 
reading books when I was only 5 years old. I quickly dis- 
covered that the library was filled with material that could 
teach me about a whole world of interesting subjects. Over 
the years I have read thousands of books about magic and 
many other things.” 

Director of the Willie Frank Library Barbara Oeffher 
said: “The library holds a wealth of knowledge and the key 
to unlimited resource material on nearly every imaginable 
topic.” 

She invited the children to stop by her office anytime 
to help them locate the information they are seeking. 

Inviting both individual and group participation into 
his performance, Robert’s audience became mesmerized 
by the obvious and oblivious to Robert’s slight of hand ac- 
tions that made his tricks possible. 

Holding up enormous playing cards, Dayra Koenes 
was shocked when she assisted in the transition of the ace 
of hearts into the nine of clubs. Savannah Tiger and John 
Robbins shackled and padlocked the magician’s wrists, 
only to find he could free himself in a matter of seconds. 

The crowd watched in awe as Thomlyn Billie put an 
identifying mark on a $20 bill, ran it through a shredder 
and later opened a small wooden box to reveal the bill 
completely intact. 

Robert also led a group discussion about magician, in- 
ventor and escape artist Harry Houdini, who passed away 
during a performance on Halloween in 1926 while per- 
forming an illusion. Emphasis was placed on safety and 
responsibility when participating in any type of activity. 
Knowledge and precaution is the key to successful magic 
tricks, Robert said. 

During his grand finale, Robert placed a cloth over a 
small table and then used levitation to make it rise into the 
air and fly gently back and forth across the stage at eye 
level while his audience applauded with delight. 



Judy Weeks 


A room full of youngsters participate in a magic performance at 
the Willie Frank Library in Big Cypress on Nov. 13. 



(L-R) Dayra Koenes assists magician John Robert with a card 
trick at the magic performance on Nov. 13. 


BIG CYPRESS — The holiday edition of Rock 
the Rez was full of energy and high spirits. 

The event included a toy donation, coordinated 
by the New Testament Baptist Church, to collect toys 
for Sioux Tribal youth in South Dakota and Minne- 
sota. 

Held at the Eddie Cypress Billie Fellowship Hall 
on Dec. 5, the youth gospel outreach service began 
with several gospel selections performed by The 
Royal Pains. 

Rev. Fred Whirlwind (Rosebud Sioux) was one 
of two guest speakers at Rock the Rez. A 20-year pas- 
tor of the Rosebud Bible Baptist Church in Rosebud, 
S.D., Whirlwind, the only Sioux pastor in South Da- 
kota, gave a personal account of how he began pre- 
paring himself for spiritual service as a young child. 

“It’s encouraging to see all of you coming out 
together here to serve Christ,” Pastor Whirlwind said. 
“You can reach your own people, your own kind, you 
own generation.” 

John Melina, a member of Sawgrass Community 
Church in Sunrise, Fla., also spoke at Rock the Rez. 

Echoing much of Whirlwind’s sentiments, Me- 
lina noted the positive vibe surrounding the event. He 
said he was confident about Rock the Rez’s future in 
terms of Tribal and non-Tribal youth outreach. 

The youth of Hollywood Christian Church, a 
church where Rev. Payne served as a pastor years ago, 
joined members of Sawgrass Community Church in 
New Testament’s toy giveaway initiative. 

“The more churches we can get together, the 
more impact we can have here,” Melina said. “If we 
bring in more kids, then it will trickle into the resi- 
dents of the [Big Cypress] Reservation. When people 
see churches working together, it impacts the com- 
munity and creates an attraction that God is there 
among them. That draws the people because they 
want to come.” 

Rev. Whirlwind couldn’t agree more, adding 
he was thankful the New Testament Baptist Church 
provided a “truckload” of toys to send to the Rose- 
bud Sioux Indian Reservation for the holidays. The 
reservation is considered the second poorest Indian 
reservation in the nation. 


Of the approximately 34,000 Sioux Tribal citi- 
zens in the states of South Dakota, North Dakota and 
Minnesota, 87 percent are unemployed at this time, 
with the vast majority of the Sioux population having 
to live on welfare and food stamps year round. 

“These toys we got here from Big Cypress mean 
a whole lot to our Sioux kids for the Christmas holi- 
days,” Rev. Whirlwind said. “Other than what their 
families are able to buy them for Christmas, they 
probably wouldn’t get anything else.” 

Upon conclusion of the holiday edition of Rock 
the Rez, youth from the three participating churches 
gathered around and brought the wrapped toy gifts to 
Rev. Whirlwind. 


The Sioux mimster said he was overjoyed with 
all that occurred at the holiday event. 

“I’m grateful we have Tribal Christians with 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida that saw the need to 
distribute toys to their Indian brethren,” Rev. Whirl- 
wind said. “I don’t show my emotions much, but I 
can’t explain how happy I am to have been thought 
of so much to receive these gifts for our kids in Sioux 
country.” 

The next Rock the Rez service is tentatively 
scheduled for Jan. 16 at New Testament Baptist 
Church in Big Cypress. 



Kylen Jumper, 7, exhibits a giving holiday spirit as he 
brings some gift-wrapped toys to the Rock the Rez service, 
which ended with a toy giveaway presentation to Rev. Fred 
Whirlwind and the Rosebud Sioux youth. 



Naji Tobias 

The Royal Pains perform a holiday medley of songs aimed at Rock the Rez. 
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Tribal Elder Sadie Billie has Entrepreneurial Spirit 



BY NAJI TOBIAS During the time she was caring for her saw fit to diversify her services. In addi- 

Staff Reporter uncle, the Willie Tiger Shop, a small sou- tion to art, the store sold roses and had an 

venir shop along the Josie Billie Highway, in-house a kitchen to make breakfast, lunch 
BIG CYPRESS — It can be said that opened for business. With items such as ice and dinner for her customers, 
the gift of entrepreneurship runs through the cream, hamburgers, candy and drinks, Billie All that evolved into what’s currently in 
blood of Tribal elder and pioneer Sadie Bil- took advantage of her opportunity to operate existence. In 2005, Billie’s ultimate dream 
lie. the bustling store. was fully realized when she opened the Big 

Billie owns the Big Cypress Landing Under Billie’s direction the store be- Cypress Landing convenience store, also 
convenience store, located on Snake Road in came so successful she literally outgrew the known as Sadie’s. 

Big Cypress. However, most know the store facility in just one year. In 1973, the shop Billie’s philosophy, which she said she 
by its nickname, Sadie’s. ceased operation, with Billie knowing she imparts to her employees, is that the custom- 

Since the grand opening of Sadie’s in had to open a larger store. ers at Sadie’s are the top priority for a suc- 

2005, Billie has seen the business thrive, Between 1973 and 1984, Billie focused cessful business. 

with many happy customers Billie has three children, 

raving about the services they seven grandchildren and 11 


offer in rural Big Cypress. Not 
only does the store have tradi- 
tional convenience store items, 
there is also a food counter 
where customers can enjoy 
breakfast, lunch and dinner, and 
an arts and crafts section where 
traditional Seminole crafts are 
for sale. 

The success of Sadie’s, 
however, did not come without 
hard work. Billie said her strong 
work ethic is a direct impact 
from her two biggest role mod- 
els — her parents. 

Bom in 1932 in Fort Pierce, 
Billie was a family-oriented 
person as a young child. When 
asked who her role models 
were, Billie admitted her par- 
ents, the late Sam and Mildred 
Tommie, shaped her life. 

Growing up, Billie used to 
watch her mother sew clothing 
and make beaded jewelry and 
Seminole dolls. Her father used 
to hunt for otter and alligator 
when she was a youngster. 

“My dad was a hunter when 
I was a little girl,” Billie said of 
her father, who passed away 
in 1971. “At the same time, 
my mom would make baskets, 
skirts and jackets so she could 


Naji Tobias 

Sadie Billie, a Tribal senior and the owner of the Big Cypress Landing store, 
reflects on the successes of her family business ventures throughout the 
years as she thinks about her late grandmother, Annie Tommie, and the path 
she laid for future Tribal generations. 


great-grandchildren. She said 
she hopes “one day one of my 
children will take it over when 
I’m gone.” 

Billie said she is confident 
in the future of the Tribe. She 
said she believes it will remain 
a thriving entity for many years 
to come, particularly in the area 
of individual entrepreneurship. 

“I like it when the kids in 
the fourth Tribal generation 
come to the store and shop,” 
Billie said with a wide smile. 
“It tells me I’ve been here too 
long.” 

As a Tribal elder who of- 
ten talks about how her par- 
ents raised her, she offers some 
words of wisdom to the Tribal 
youth that she feels could help 
them later in life. 

“Back when I was grow- 
ing up, we had to work hard for 
whatever we had,” Billie said. 
“I tell my grandkids and great- 
grandkids that it’s a good idea to 
leam what they can from their 
elders so they can use that later 
on in life. If our youth listen to 
what we have to tell them, then 
they will become very success- 
ful in life.” 

Sitting on a bench table 


sell it to tourists. That was our bread and on her arts and crafts but also began plans during a busy Friday evening at Sadie’s, Bil- 


butter back then.” 


to build and open another convenience store, lie looked long and hard at a wall painting of 


All that fueled Billie’s desire to become She later purchased a 2.5-acre lot of land her late grandmother, Annie Tommie. 


an entrepreneur when she got older. 


“When I grew up my dad was always Florida. 


on Snake Road from the Seminole Tribe of Billie cited her as a huge inspiration 


to her life, as Billie’s late grandmother was 


into business, selling different kinds of sou- In that pivotal time period, Billie was also an arts and crafts shop owner in her 
venirs in different states,” Billie said. “So also sewing Indian jackets, skirts, patch- heyday, operating a small souvenir shop at 
I was around all that stuff as a child and work, blouses and shirts on a regular basis; the comer of Stirling Road and State Road 

it made me want to do what my dad did. I something she has loved to do since age 6. 7 in Hollywood. 

learned everything I knew from him.” Later, in 1984, the Big Cypress Arts and Billie said she doesn’t remember ex- 

In 1972, Billie made the move to the Crafts store was built and open for business, actly when her grandmother’s business was 
Big Cypress Reservation and ended up tak- “The [Willie Tiger Shop] was getting in operation, but she won’t forget about the 
ing over a small business. She left behind the too small before we opened Big Cypress importance of keeping the Tribal entrepre- 
Hollywood Reservation, where the young Arts and Crafts,” Billie said. “I was looking neur tradition going strong, 
entrepreneur spent most of her early years, around one day for some land and I found “It’s important for each Tribal family to 
to care for her sick uncle, Brown Tommie, a good spot for my business. The location keep the Seminole legacy going on,” Billie 
who passed away in 1974. where we had this store, at the time, had said. “That’s how we were raised. It would 

“When I came to Big Cypress, my uncle more property than the old one I used to be bad to lose that legacy. I don’t know any 

wasn’t able to take care of himself,” Billie run.” other way to say it.” 

With the Big Cypress Arts and Crafts 
store, which stayed open until 2005, Billie 


said. “I decided that I would have to make 
money to live out here.” 



Shelley Marmor 

(L-R, Back Row) Joe Collins, Recreation Dept. Director Moses “Bigg” Juniper Jr., Steve Young, Chair- 
man Mitchell Cypress, Fort Pierce Liaison Sally R. Tommie, Kenny Descheene, (L-R, Front Row) 
Patricia Stirrup and Kristin Duda at the Recreation Dept, luncheon on Dec. 2 at the Beer and Burger 
Joint. The Miami Beach restaurant served the group a 10 pound cheeseburger, which took nearly 
an hour to cook. 


Longtime Tribal Recreation 
Department Employees Honored 


B Y SHELLEY M ARMOR 
Staff Reporter 

MIAMI BEACH — The “fab five,” 
as Hollywood Recreation Department Pub- 
lic Relations Liaison Richard Osceola calls 
them, received plaques of recognition for 
their years of service to the department at a 
ceremony held Dec. 2 at the Beer and Burg- 
er Joint in Miami Beach. 

The Hollywood Recreation Department 
employees recognized — Joe Collins, Ken- 
ny Descheene, Kristin Duda, Patricia Stirrup 
and Steve Young — have a combined total 
of nearly 100 years of service to the Semi- 
nole Tribe. 

During the awards ceremony, Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress, Fort Pierce Liaison Sally 
R. Tommie and Recreation Department Di- 
rector Moses “Bigg” Jumper Jr. said kind 
words about each of the employees recog- 
nized. 

“I take a lot of pride in you guys and 
what you do,” Jumper said. 

Chairman Cypress also briefly spoke 
about the history of the Recreation Depart- 
ment, saying “we have come a long way and 
‘Bigg’ has a lot of good employees.” 

Joe Collins serves as the Aquatics 
Program director. He has worked for the 
Tribe for 15 years. Under his direction, the 
Aquatics Program offers swimming lessons, 
American Heart Association-approved CPR 
training and more to Tribal citizens. 


Kenny Descheene was the longest serv- 
ing employee recognized at the luncheon. 
He has worked for the Seminole Tribe for 
30 years and is the maintenance director for 
the Hollywood Recreation Department. 

Kristin Duda has worked for the depart- 
ment for 18 years. She is the administrative 
assistant to several employees within the 
Recreation Department. 

Patricia Stirrup, a 14-year Tribal em- 
ployee, oversees the Hollywood Youth Cen- 
ter as its director. The center offers after- 
school services to Tribal citizens during the 
school year and also coordinates activities 
for the youth during summer vacation. 

Steve Young has worked for the depart- 
ment for 19 years. He serves as assistant di- 
rector of the Hollywood Recreation Depart- 
ment. 

When organizing the luncheon, Public 
Relations Liaison Richard Osceola said he 
selected Beer and Burger Joint because of 
a phrase Hollywood Recreation Department 
Director Moses “Bigg” Jumper Jr. tells his 
employees when they need to get issues 
sorted out. 

According to Osceola, his depart- 
ment director offers the advice “buy them a 
cheeseburger and bond with them” if ever 
two people need to work together to get a 
project finished. Osceola said he selected 
the restaurant because they serve a 10-pound 
cheeseburger — the largest one that can be 
found in all of South Florida. 



(L-R) Lilly Mora, Immokalee Education Director Victoria Soto, Caniah Billie, Eliza Mora, Cartaya Billie and Alexis Aguilar form 
a team to brighten the Thanksgiving holiday for the less fortunate in Immokalee. 

Charity Begins at Home for 
Immokalee Community 




BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 


IMMOKALEE — Tribal citizen 
Alexis Aguilar enlisted the help of Immo- 
kalee Education Director Victoria Soto to 
set up a plan to help feed 25 less fortunate 
families in Immokalee during the holiday 
season. 

“I realize how fortunate I am to be a 
Seminole Tribal citizen when I go to school 
each day and see the effects of poverty that 
are all around us,” Alexis Aguilar said. 

“I was talking with my sisters and 
friends and pointed out that our ancestors 
had it really tough, and under different cir- 
cumstances, we might have been just as 
poor,” she added. “As a way to give thanks 
for our blessings, we decided to share our 
good fortune with others.” 

Soliciting sponsors for their project, 

Aguilar, Lilly Mora, Cartaya Billie, Eliza 
Mora and Caniah Billie, received an im- 
mediate generous response — Big Cypress 
Tribal Council Rep. David Cypress donat- 
ed canned hams, Immokalee Tribal Coun- 
cil Liaison Elaine Aguilar supplied canned 
vegetables, Immokalee Casino Manager 
Tony Sanchez Jr. provided pumpkin pies 
and Immokalee Board of Directors Liaison 
Delores Jumper added rolls and stuffing to 
the menu. 

The group contacted the Redlands 
Christian Migrant Association, which 
quickly produced a list of 25 less fortunate 
families in Immokalee. Gathering at the 

Aguilar residence on Nov. 24, the girls set On the eve of Thanksgiving, the youngsters experi- 

up an assembly line and packed dinner boxes to be dis- enced the )oy G f giving as they delivered their care pack- 
tributed the following day. a g es 

The group said they hope to collect donations again 
next year to distribute within their community. 


Vanessa Aguilar 

(L-R) Caniah Billie, Cartaya Billie and Eliza Mora join their friends in passing 
out groceries for Thanksgiving to 25 less fortunate families in Immokalee. 


Vanessa Aguilar 

(L-R) Setting up an assembly line, Immokalee Education 
Director Victoria Soto helps Eliza Mora, Caniah Billie, Jack 
Aguilar and Lilly Mora fill boxes with food for Thanksgiving 
distribution. 


Vanessa Aguilar 

Caniah Billie places a ham in each charity box. 



Seminole Princesses Attend 
Holly Day Parade 


BY ELIZABETH LEIBA 
Staff Reporter 

DAVIE, Fla. — Despite overcast skies and fre- 
quent showers, members of Seminole Tribal royalty 
participated in the 10th annual Holly Day Parade in the 
Forrest Ridge community Dec. 5. 

Miss Florida Seminole Princess Brittany Smith, Jr. 
Miss Florida Seminole Princess Stevie Brantley, Little 
Miss Seminole Aubee Susie Billie and Little Mr. Semi- 
nole Lance Howard all donned their traditional regalia 
and represented the Seminole Tribe of Florida in the 
parade that kicked off at the entrance to Forrest Ridge. 
The parade route spanned a 2-mile stretch that ran west 


toward Old Orchard Road. 

Members of the caravan threw beads and gave 
smiles and waves to the parade watchers who lined the 
streets of the community and even brought out lawn 
chairs to stake out a place along the route. 

Chairwoman of the Seminole Princess Committee 
Wanda Bowers said she was pleased with how the event 
turned out. 

“We look at it as a community activity and an 
awareness of the Seminoles,” Bowers said. “This is the 
first year it’s rained on us but all the princesses were 
troopers; they still sat on the back of the convertibles 
while it was sprinkling.” 



(L-R) Jr. Miss Florida Seminole Princess Stevie Brantley smiles and waves before starting off in the Holly Day Parade held Dec. 
5. Her grandmother Alice Sweat from Brighton and Hollywood Board Rep. Marcellus Osceola Jr. lent their support. 


Board of Directors Holds Special Meeting 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Seminole Tribe of Flori- 
da’s Board of Directors members met Dec. 4 at the Big 
Cypress Reservation in the Family Investment Center’s 
Conference Room. The board passed two resolutions on 
the agenda, which included the following: 

Resolution 5: Approval of the amended and restated 
Seminole Tribe of Florida 401(K) plan and trust to con- 
form with Wachovia Bank, N.A. (“Wachovia”) defined 
contribution prototype plan and trust basic plan docu- 
ment #02; approval of adoption agreement #005 non- 


standardized 401(K) plan, wherein Wachovia is desig- 
nated as trustee; approval of the amendment for the final 
415 regulations to the Seminole Tribe of Florida 401(K) 
plan; approval of the amendment for Pension Protec- 
tion Act and Heart Act to the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
401(K) plan; approval of a change in the Safe Harbor 
Contributions to the Seminole Tribe of Florida 401(K) 
pan from non-elective contributions to basic matching 
contributions; approval of a change in the eligibility cri- 
teria of the Seminole Tribe of Florida 401(K) plan to 
exclude leased and reclassified employees; and, 

Resolution 6: Approval of Fiscal Year 2010 budget. 




CARS & TRUCKS DOMESTICS IMPORTS 
SERVING THE TRIBE OVER 15 YEARS 
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Alexis Aguilar (C), Eliza Mora and Caniah Billie deliver one of 25 Thanksgiving dinners to Immokalee families. 
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H orLittle 

Miss? 
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-Tribal Member Parent 

-Guardian 

Contestants must be an enrolled tribal member; 
between the ages of 5 - 7 years old 
and be a resident of the state of 
Florida by February 1 H 2010. 

NO EXCEPTIONS. 

Registration deadline is 

Monday, February 8, 2010 - 5:00pm, 
Contestants must be pre registered 
Absolutely NO applications will be 
accepted after February 8, 2010. 

Confirm that your applications have been received by 
fax or walk-in to the Secretary's office. 

Call (954) -966-6300 ext, 11466 to Wanda or 
Leila at ext. 1 1463 

or your local princess committee member. 

CONTACTS: FAX NO. (954) 967-3438 
Hollywood - Wanda Bowers (954} 966-6300 ext. 11468 
Brighton - Salina Oorgan (663) 763-3666 
Big Cypress - Alice Billie (863) 902-3200 
Immokalee - Crystal Salinas (239) 667-5300 
Tampa - Tracy Massey (813) 246-3 1 00 
Ft. Pierce - Mary Stomboli (772) 467-2454 
Trail Seminoles - Shawndra Billie (305) 553-8245 


2010 SEMINOLE TRIBAL FAIR 
Little Mr, & Little Miss Seminole 
Contest - Application 
Friday, February 1 2, 2010, 5:00 PM 
Hard Rock Live 

Contestant fl 

(check one} Little Miss Seminole Little Mr. Seminole. 

Date: Reservation: 

Child's Name: Age:_ 

Enrollment #: Date of Birth_ 


Fire-Rescue Conducts Confined Space Training 



BY BRIAN BROWN 
Contributing Writer 


HOLLYWOOD For the month 
of November, Instructor Robert Cook of 
Michigan-based Hazardous Management 
traveled to each fire station to conduct 
Confined Space Training with the crews 
of the Seminole Tribe Fire-Rescue Dept. 

Many workplaces contain spaces 
that are considered “confined” because 
their configurations hamper the activities 
of employees who must enter, work in 
and exit them. 

A confined space has limited or re- 
stricted means for entry or exit, and it is 
not designed for continuous occupancy. 
Confined spaces include, but are not lim- 
ited to underground vaults, tanks, storage 
bins, manholes, pits, silos, process ves- 
sels and pipelines. 

This is just one of many different 
types of Fire-Rescue Dept, training that 
crews must attend throughout each year 
in order to be ready to respond to the dif- 


Brian Brown 

(L-R) Oscar Castillo, Lt. David Lugo, Jason Feliciano, Instructor Robert Cook 
and Lt. Todd Seliger conduct drills during confined space training on the Hol- 
lywood Reservation. 


„ . , , , , , „ No. 108 on the Hollywood Reservation train with a tri- 

ferent types of emergencies that take place on and off d that is used to lift and low rescuers into confined 
the Seminole Tnbe reservation properties. 

The crews of Seminole Tribe Fire-Rescue Station 


spaces. 


Tools of Your Fire-Rescue Department: 
Halligan Tool, Flat Headed Axe 


BY BRIAN BROWN 
Contributing Writer 

There are many different types of tools that fire- 
fighters use on a daily basis. Each tool is used for a spe- 
cific rescue, entry, suppression, or removal purpose. In 
this first article of the “Tools of Your Fire Rescue De- 
partment” series we are going to learn about two of the 
most widely used tools in any fire department — the 
Halligan bar and flat headed axe. 

In the fire service, the nickname given to the com- 
bination of these two tools is “set of irons.” The primary 
purpose for using these tools is to gain forcible entry 
through doors, windows, and other locations that need 
emergency entries and exits. 

The axe as been around since the dawn of man 



Brian Brown 


(L-R) Firefighter Juan Salazar prys a door open with a Halligan 
bar while Firefighter Ryan Poiux gets ready with his axe. 


and has been used as a cutting tool for building fires, 
building shelters, and at times, it was used as a defense 
weapon. Firefighters use the flat headed axe for both its 
cutting and striking capabilities. 

There are times when a firefighter needs to breach a 
structure in order to gain entry into a location or create 
a means of escape. They use the blade of the flat headed 
axe to cut through these structures and the flat hammer 
like side of the axe to strike against walls, doors, and 
other tools in order to create openings or force open 
locked entry ways. 

The Halligan Tool is a multipurpose tool for prying, 
twisting, punching, or striking. It consists of a claw (or 
fork), a blade (wedge or adze) and a tapered pick mount- 
ed on a metal pole that can range in different lengths. 

The firefighter can use the adze end or fork end of 
the tool to break through the latch of a swinging door, 
the pick can be placed into the shackle (or eye) of a pad- 
lock or hasp and twisted or pried to break it free, and the 
fork end is routinely used to shut off gas meter valves. 

There are many other applications this tool can be 
used for and it is considered by many Firefighters as the 
most versatile tool on the trucks. 

The “set of irons” is just one set of tools in a list of 
many stored on the fire trucks and ambulances. These 
tools in conjunction with the specialized training the 
Firefighters perform on a regular basis make it possible 
for the Seminole Tribe Fire Department to be very ver- 
satile in its abilities to respond to all types of emergency 
responses. 

[Editor’s Note: Brian Brown is chief of the EMS 
Division within the Seminole Tribe Fire-Rescue Dept. 
The opinions he expresses are his own. If you would 
like to ask a question, please write to brianbrown@sem- 
tribe.com.] 


Sea&o4i 

We invite you to visit the 
shops and restaurants at 
La Piazza, Ave Maria! 

Publix is now open to 
all and located only 
5 miles from the 
Immokalee 
Casino 
and 40 miles west 
of Big Cypress 
Reservation. 


Ave Maria 

Visit www.AveMaria.com 

for a full list of shops 
and restaurants. 



Photo Exhibit Documents Tribal Communities 

BY JUD Y WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

NAPLES — What began as a simple re- 
quest for permission to take a few snapshots in 
Mary Jene Koenes pasture in Big Cypress has 
blossomed into an extraordinary contribution to 
the Images of Hope photographic art exhibit. 

Images of Hope is a photographic journey 
through Immokalee and surrounding areas ex- 
hibiting more than 70 works by award-winning 
photographer Brynn Bruijn. 

The grand opening of the exhibit at the 
Philharmonic Center for the Arts in Naples took 
place on the evening of Dec. 3. It will be on dis- 
play through Feb. 7. 

More than 200 art enthusiasts, entrepre- 
neurs and project contributors attended the 
private opening. Mary George, president and 
CEO of the Community Foundation of Collier 
County (CFCC), captivated the audience with 
her valuable commentary, followed by Michael 
Culver, director and chief curator of the Naples 
Museum of Art. 

Koenes and husband, Tom, joined Brynn ing the soul of the human element for numerous major 

Bruijn for the gallery opening in front of a photo on magazines, books and philanthropic projects that span 
canvas at the entrance of the exhibit. The extraordinary her lifetime. Her contribution to the human experience 
work depicts the cowboys heading out through the early goes beyond definition and is documented for future 
morning mist for the cattle round up on their ranch in generations to enjoy and expand their knowledge. 



Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Tom and Mary Jene Koenes identify participants of the 2009 
Junior Cypress Cattle Drive documented in photographic art by Brynn 
Bruijn entitled “Steering Them In.” 


Big Cypress. Tom Koenes and grandson, Dalton, are 
featured. 

This is one of three works on display, which include 


About two and a half years went into the creation 
of “Immokalee — Looking Forward Looking Back” dur- 
ing which Bruijn captured more than 16,000 images on 


Mary Jene with her cattle in the middle of the pasture film. After arduous selection, 250 full color photos have 


and surveying her herd of horses. 


been bound into a 195 page, hardcover coffee table book 


The exhibition was organized by the Immokalee which accompanies the exhibit. 

Ini tiative of the CFCC. This program supports nonprofit In addition to the photos on display, the book con- 
organizations that serve the Immokalee community by tains more offerings from Big Cypress and accompany- 
providing training and consultation, encouraging col- ing text. All proceeds from the sale of the book will ben- 
laboration, partnerships and connecting organizations efit the nonprofit projects of the Immokalee Initiative. 


with informed donors. 

Commissioned for the project, Bruijn has an exem- 


Bruijn’s achievements take you into the heart and 
soul of the people of Immokalee and allow you for a mo- 


plary career that has taken her around the world captur- ment to glimpse the depth of their emotions and see life 

from their eyes and perspective, 
p q II Through the lens of her camera, 

hundreds of thousands of peo- 
ple will have an opportunity to 
view an illuminating portrait of 
Immokalee and the people who 
live on this small, unique por- 
tion of the earth. 

“The Seminole Tribe is a 
vital part of the history of South 
Florida, past, present and future 
and the Immokalee story could 
not have been portrayed with- 
out them,” confided Bruijn. “I 
deeply appreciate their provid- 
ing me with an opportunity to 
capture the beauty and essence 
of their homeland. Document- 
ing their annual cattle drive has 
become a highlight of my proj- 
ects.” 

Bruijn concluded, “Presi- 
dent Richard Bowers Jr. has 
provided the opening com- 
mentary for our book and Mary 
Jene Koenes expresses the 
emotional and spiritual contri- 
bution of the Seminole people 
in its final pages.” 



(L-R) Photographic artist Brynn Bruijn, Mary Jene Koenes and her husband, Tom, wel- 
come visitors to the grand opening of the Images of Hope Exhibit at the Philharmonic 
Museum of Fine Arts in Naples. 


Daylon Youngblood Goes Down 
Under with Ambassador Program 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

AUSTRALIA — Daylon Youngblood boarded a 
plane July 9 and went “down under” to Australia for 
two weeks as a member of the People to People Student 
Ambassador Program. 

The program is designed to build a foundation for 
personal success and allows students an opportunity to 
see the world and different cultures while establishing 
friendships with other students. It also gives high school 
students the chance to earn college credit. 

Youngblood said he received a letter in the mail 
saying he was elected by Okeechobee High School to 
participate in People to People. He then attended a meet- 
ing in Ft. Pierce to discuss arrangements. 

“I don’t know how I got picked,” Youngblood said. 
“I was surprised and was like, ‘Is this real?’ ” 

Once a month leading up to the departure date 
Youngblood attended meetings in Ft. Pierce in prepara- 
tion for his trip. At the meetings he met with other local 
students who would be traveling abroad with him while 
also learning helpful tips for traveling. 

“I learned not to pack too many clothes because you 
have to carry them around,” Youngblood said jokingly. 

On July 9 Youngblood and 35 other students from 
throughout Florida flew out of Ft. Lauderdale and met 
up with eight other students from California before 
heading to their final destination. 

Youngblood began his journey in Australia’s largest 
city, Sydney, where he spent two days visiting different 
cricket-playing grounds, stadiums and the famed Opera 
House. 

“It was amazing,” Youngblood said. 

Also while in Australia, Youngblood visited other 
cities including New South Wales, Scotts Head, Bris- 
bane, Fraser Island and Gold Coast. 

“I had no idea what to expect,” Youngblood said. “I 



Photo Submitted by Daylon Youngblood 


Daylon Youngblood tries his hand at rock climbing while on 
his two-week trip to Australia. 


had a picture what I thought it would be like there but it 
was completely different.” 

Youngblood had the opportunity to snorkel at the 
Great Barrier Reef, the largest coral reef in the world. 
He also said he learned how to throw a boomerang and 
surfed for the very first time in the city of Gold Coast. 

He also got to see the country’s cultural side, learn- 
ing native Australian dances from the country’s aborigi- 
nals as well as learning about their history. 

“They are somewhat the same as us,” Youngblood 
said referring to his Native ancestors. “They did what 
they had to, to survive.” 

To learn even more about the culture in Australia, 
Youngblood got the opportunity to stay with a local fam- 
ily and see their way of life. 

“We got to see what they 
do, what they eat and how 
they live,” Youngblood said. 
“Everything is backwards, 
they drive on the other side; 
they make you walk on the 
other side.” 

Youngblood stayed two 
nights with a house family 
and was taken to an extinct 
volcano and given a tour of 
a cliff overlooking the ocean. 
He said he remembers seeing 
banana trees everywhere. 

This trip to Australia was 
Youngblood’s first trip over- 
seas and he said he is extreme- 
ly grateful to the Seminole 
Tribe, who sponsored him and 
made it possible for him to go. 

“I’m grateful that they 
let me have an opportunity of 
a lifetime,” Youngblood said 
of the Tribe. “I had second 
thoughts about going but I’m 
happy I decided to go.” 



Photo Submitted by Daylon Youngblood 


Daylon Youngbood (C) prepares to snorkel at the Great Barrier Reef with fellow students 
from the People to People Student Ambassador Program. 




Winterfest Black-Tie Ball 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Seminole Winterfest Boat Parade Chairman of the Board and Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. welcomes 
guests to the Hard Rock Live Dec. 5 for the annual Winterfest Black Tie Ball, just one of the many other activities that 
make up the annual Winterfest celebration. 


Jessica Osceola Joins Juanita Osceola Center 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

NAPLES — Seminole Tribal citizen Jessica Ann 
Osceola recently joined the staff of the Juanita Osceola 
Center as the traditional 
arts specialist for the Na- 
ples community. 

Osceola volunteered 
at the Juanita Osceola 
Center during the summer 
where she was instrumen- 
tal in organizing cultural 
projects, teaching children 
of all ages. Once she has 
determined their limita- 
tions and length of atten- 
tion span, Osceola uses 
her creativity to make their 
projects interesting. 

“I am looking forward 
to awakening the broad 
spectrum of talents in the 
Naples community with 
age-appropriate classes 
and inspirational encour- 
agement,” said Osceola. 

“Through my education, I 
have had an opportunity to 
work with a wide variety 
of techniques that I hope 


will give me latitude in my teaching career.” 

Osceola has always been very creative and comes 
from a close knit family who place their heritage and 
cultural traditions at the top of the list. Being raised in a 
traditional atmosphere that adhered to camp life through 
her father’s generation, 
she was introduced at an 
early age to the creative 
arts of her ancestors. 

The daughter of Doug- 
las and Sandy Osceola, 
and granddaughter of Cory 
and Juanita Osceola, she 
graduated in 2008 from the 
Florida Guff Coast Uni- 
versity with a bachelor’s 
degree from the College of 
Arts and Sciences. 

Originally a history 
major, she said she was 
drawn to the world of art 
as she attempted to express 
herself and the role of First 
Americans in modem so- 
ciety. In an effort to broad- 
en her scope of Native 
American art and culture, 
Osceola spent a year at the 
Institute of American Indi- 
an Arts in Santa Fe, N.M. 


Judy Weeks 

Jessica Osceola joins the staff of the Juanita Osceola Center 
as the traditional arts specialist. 
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ALL-TERRAIN VALUES. 

in 1-UP or SIDE-BY-SIDE. 
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www.BrowardMotorsports.com 
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MISS 

PI.ORIDA 

SEMINOLE 




Brittany Smith 
Brighton Reservation 
Indian River State College 
Majoring in Architecture 




Come join her at the 
Gathering of Nations, 

April 22 thru 24, 2010 in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 
for the Miss Indian World 
Pageant Thursday, 

April 22,2010 


Support Miss Florida Seminole Brittany 
Smith purchase a raffle ticket for $2 
so she can compete for a free trip on the 
Disney Cruise ship with the Miss Indian 
World Committee. 


For more information please contact Wanda Bowers 
954.966.6300 ext. 11468 
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Education B 



Naji Tobias 

Tia Osborne scores two of her 14 first-half points (16 overall) 
with this open jump shot to put the students up 14-3 over the 
staff with 9:02 left in the second quarter. 

Ahfachkee Staff 
Members Triumph 
Against Students 

BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — In a highly entertaining basket- 
ball matchup between the Ahfachkee School’s students and 
staff, it was a tale of two different halves for the two teams. 

The annual Student vs. Staff game, held Nov. 20 in the 
gym, however, was ultimately won by the staff in a 48-38 
thriller. 

Playing before a large crowd of Ahfachkee School stu- 
dents after their early dismissal, the first half featured the 
Ahfachkee School female students in action against their 
female staffers. 

Standouts from the students’ team, Terry Baker and 
Tia Osborne, led the Ahfachkee students to a 24-5 lead by 
halftime. 

Leading 8-2 with 3:02 left in the first frame, Baker 
grabbed a key steal from the opposition and then drove the 
ball straight down the court, making an assist to Osborne, 
who converted on a lay-in to extend the students’ lead. It 
was 10-2 at that point, with just 1 :46 to go in the first. 

Even when the teachers tried to get back in the game 
on offense, Baker simply made another quick steal with yet 
another assist to Osborne to put their team up 12-2 just 43 
seconds later. 

The teachers, who looked thoroughly outmatched af- 
ter facing a 12-3 deficit to enter the second frame, gave up 
12 more points in the half — all to Baker and Osborne. Os- 
borne scored 14 of the students’ 24 first-half points, while 
Baker added six, and eight overall. 

“I knew we all did a good job in the first half, includ- 
ing the little ones,” Baker said of the female students at 
halftime. “Even though the guys are better than the girls, I 
think the students will still win. We’re just in shape and I 
just believe in my team.” 

After the halftime festivities concluded, the game’s 
dynamics experienced a complete shift in favor of the staff. 
With the females on both teams taking a rest, it was the 
Ahfachkee male students and staff members who squared 
off in the second half. 

Ahfachkee staffer Dominique Troadec (14 points over- 
all) led his team toward a furious comeback, as he scored 
10 of the staff’s 22 third-quarter points. This put the team 
within one point as they entered the fourth. 

Clinging to a 28-27 lead to begin the final frame, the 
students were not able to put the clamps on staffer Randall 
Cleckler, as he served up an uncontested lay-in for a 29-28 
lead with 9:40 to go. 

It quickly grew to a nine point deficit for the students 
as Cleckler (10 points, all in the fourth) and teammate 
Bello Solano (12 points overall; seven in the third quarter) 
combined to score their next four baskets, which gave the 
staff a 37-28 lead with 7:52 left. 

The staffers never looked back, with a combination of 
free throws, baseline jumpers, lay-ups and three pointers 
putting the game away for good. 

All that enabled the staffers to claim the school’s bas- 
ketball trophy and bragging rights for at least another year. 

Mary Jene Koenes, a staff member at the Ahfachkee 
School, offered her assessment of the game. 

“The girls we played against, they play all the time,” 
Koenes said of how the game went. “The boys played too, 
but the [men] had the height over them. They were much 
taller and comfortable than the boys. The boys just got too 
excited, but I think they did a great job.” 



Naji Tobias 

The Ahfachkee School students root in unison for their fellow 
players at the annual Students vs. Staff game on Nov. 20. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Everett Osceola (L) discusses the historical significance of the Stranahan House and the Seminole Tribe to Tribal employees in his Seminole Moments presentation on Dec. 2. 


Seminole Moments Lecture Series Presents 
Tort Lauderdale and Seminole History’ 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — In the latest presentation in the Seminole Moments 
series, Tribal citizen Everett Osceola discussed the unique and tradition-laden 
history of the Tribe and the city of Fort Lauderdale in the Tribal Headquarters 
Auditorium Dec. 2. 

Osceola explained that the city of Fort Lauderdale took on its name from 
William Lauderdale in 1838, a U.S. Army Tennessee Militia major. 

As a part of the Second Seminole War, and in order to capture Seminoles in 
the area, Lauderdale led the charge to build a series of forts from March 2-5, 1833 
with more than 250 of his men. He and his troops cut a 63 -mile trail through the 
land between what is now the city of Jupiter and the New River. 

Decades later, the forts were destroyed and abandoned. They were redis- 
covered in 1893 by Frank Stranahan, an Ohio businessman who relocated to the 
Sunshine State and built a 2,000 square-foot house on the property. 

Stranahan went on to build a strong and profitable trade with the Tribe’s 
citizens, while wife, Ivy, also played a major role. She helped the Tribal youth on 
a number of projects, while also establishing an important civic and social life 
in town. 

Within his discussion, Osceola credited the Stranahans in the early years of 
the Tribe’s development and prosperity. 

“If it was not for the Stranahan House and the Stranahans we would not 
have the opportunity we have had here as a Tribe and in Fort Lauderdale,” he 
expressed. “When you are there you can feel the history and presence.” 

He also explained that as a teacher and socialite, Ivy Stranahan continu- 


ously supported and welcomed the Tribe to the trading post/house throughout the 
years, even after her husband’s death in 1929. She offered instruction and taught 
Tribal citizens in small groups. 

“She grew to love the Seminole children as a part of being around them in 
partnership with her husband,” Osceola pointed out. 

She also wrote a history of the Tribe and formed “Friends of the Seminoles,” 
serving as its spokeswoman for 50 years and was also instrumental in encourag- 
ing the Tribe to accept and fight for their reservation west of Dania Beach leading 
to the establishment of the Hollywood Reservation in 1 9 1 1 . 

Ivy Stranahan was also a key player in the successful effort to protect the 
Tribe from termination and maintaining its federal benefits in the 1950s before 
her death in 1971. 

Osceola said in spite of numerous efforts to build real estate and other busi- 
nesses on the property it has endured time even receiving a $3 million donation 
from the Tribe in 2000 for renovations. 

“It was interesting and I found out about a lot of stuff I never knew,” said 
presentation attendee and Tribal citizen Christina McCall. “The history of Fort 
Lauderdale and Florida is a great thing to support.” 

Currently known as a major location for tourism and families, Fort Lau- 
derdale has the nickname “The Venice of America,” and began sometime at the 
end of the 19th century where for centuries the area in and around the city was 
occupied by the Tequesta Indians. Most of their people were killed by disease 
and combat. Later other Native American tribes migrated and settled on the land, 
including the Seminoles. 

For more information please log onto www.stranahanhouse.org. 


Tribal Citizens 

BY SHELLEY MARMOR 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — After nine weeks of classes, 
the four graduates of the Seminole Police Department 
(SPD) Citizens Police Academy received their certifi- 
cates of completion in a ceremony held Nov. 1 8 at Ren- 
egade Barbeque Company in Seminole Paradise. 

Class cadets Charles Billie Hiers Jr., Kimberly 
Mena, John Osceola and Wilbert Irizarry represented 
the Citizens Police Academy graduating class. Osceola 
and Irizarry were not present at the ceremony. 

This was the second graduating class in the pro- 
gram’s history. The first Citizens Police Academy 
graduation took place in May 2005, according to event 
emcee SPD Sgt. George Gonzalez. 



Shelley Marmor 


(L-R) Graduate Kimberly Mena and SPD Chief William Latch- 
ford at the ceremony, held Nov. 18 at Renegade Barbeque 
Co. in Seminole Paradise. 


Graduate from SPD Academy 



The academy is a program offered to Tribal citi- 
zens and taught by SPD officers that gives attendees an 
inside look at police work. During the weekly classes, 
officers informed the students about topics including 
crime prevention, crime scene investigation, citizen 
complaints and internet, ATM and cell phone safety. 

Opening the graduation ceremony, 2009 Seminole 
Star Search winner Sheree Sneed of the Fort Pierce 
Reservation performed an a capella rendition of 
the national anthem. 

SPD Officer James Bourdeaux then pro- 
vided the opening prayer and a reading from 
Romans 13: 1-5, which he said “has to do with 
authority.” He reminded the Citizens Police 
Academy graduates that they are now authority 
figures on law enforcement in their community 
after receiving weeks of specialized police-style 
training. 

Bourdeaux, who has worked for SPD since 
1999, co-taught week nine of the classes and his 
presentation centered on the SPD Traffic Unit 
and its motorbike officers. He and three others 
make up SPD’s motorbike squad, a division of 
the department that began in 1990. 

Event emcee SPD Sgt. George Gonzalez 
then spoke about the Citizens Police Academy 
program, saying it benefits attendees because 
they get an insider perspective into police work. 

He also said it gives community members the 
chance to meet the officers who serve them while 
attending the classes. 

Sgt. Gonzalez commended the graduates 
for their commitment in completing the program 
and the hard work it took to do so, but also rec- 
ognized the course instructors. He said with such 
a diverse and highly trained staff, SPD was able 
to find all the Citizens Police Academy instruc- 
tors in-house. 

“ft truly reflects the experience and knowl- 
edge we have right here at the Seminole Tribe,” 

Sgt. Gonzalez said. 

He then introduced SPD Chief William 
Latchford who praised the graduates and told 
them “our department is always open to you.” 

Chief Latchford then presented Charles Billie 
Hiers Jr. and Kimberly Mena with certificates 
of completion. He also acknowledged the two 
graduates not in attendance, John Osceola and 
Wilbert Irizarry, and had plaques for both. 


The goals of the Citizens Police Academy include 
developing a dialogue and improving relations between 
SPD and the Tribal community, exposing the problems 
faced by law enforcement and increasing knowledge 
within the community about SPD’s mission. 

For more information on the Citizens Police Acad- 
emy please call the SPD Training Unit at (954) 967- 
5100, Ext. 10456 or Ext. 14016. 


Shelley Marmor 

(L-R) Citizens Police Academy graduate Charles Billie Hiers Jr., son, 
Raiden, 8, and SPD Chief William Latchford after he presented the 
grad with his plaque. 





2B • The Seminole Tribune • December 25, 2009 



Holding a Seminole doll, Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum Traditional Arts Coordinator Pedro Zepeda explains to the Seminole Mo- 
ments attendees the origins of how the item was made and what it meant for Seminole families years ago. 


Seminole Moments Presentation 
Centers on History of Dolls 


BY NAJI TOBIA S 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Approximately 40 Tribal citi- 
zens and employees came to the Big Cypress Commu- 
nity Center to hear about the history of Seminole dolls 
on Nov. 18. 

Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum Traditional Arts Coordi- 
nator Pedro Zepeda conducted the 45-minute presenta- 
tion, which covered Seminole dolls and two kinds of 
Seminole baskets. 

Zepeda showed the attendees four Seminole dolls, 
which each had their own different hairstyle and cloth- 
ing. He said Seminole dolls were first made between 
80 and 100 years ago and typi- 
cally only feature depictions of 
males, females and horses. 

According to Zepeda, this 
craft has been a Seminole tra- 
dition for the past several de- 
cades. He said the origins of 
the dolls came from when the 
Seminole Indians of the early 
20th Century were hired by 
non-Indians to build and oper- 
ate tourist camps in Miami area 
along the Tamiami Trail/U.S. 

Highway 41. 

He said after some time 
passed, however, the Semi- 
noles cornered the tourist mar- 
ket and no longer had to rely on 
others. 

“After while, we got the 
hang of it,” Zepeda said. “We 
started building and running 
our own tourist camps.” 

The dolls generated sales 


for Seminoles years ago, thus providing a sustainable 
way of living and giving the Tribal visionaries a desire 
to become future entrepreneurs in their own right. 

Seminole dolls are primarily made of palmetto 
fiber. They are then dressed in traditional Seminole 
clothing made of a cotton fabric and then stitched to- 
gether for an aesthetically satisfying look. To complete 
the design, beads typically grace the front of the doll’s 
outfit. 

Two types of baskets were also made for sale and 
survival years ago, the coiled sweetgrass basket and 
the utilitarian basket. 

The base of the coiled sweetgrass basket, accord- 
ing to Zepeda, is made from the palmetto fiber and 
taken right from a palmetto tree. 
The rest of the coiled sweetgrass 
basket is made from sweetgrass, 
Zepeda explained. 

The utilitarian basket is de- 
rived from saw palmetto stems. 
These baskets were used to pro- 
vide a means of living for Semi- 
nole families many years ago, 
including the use of a com sifter 
through the utilitarian basket. 

To conclude the presentation, 
Zepeda made it a point to let the 
attendees know there wasn’t much 
of a philosophical or sentimental 
meaning to any of the Seminole 
arts and crafts designs years ago. 

“Seminole items are made to 
look beautiful and appealing to 
the eye,” Zepeda said. “When you 
look at the Seminole items, there’s 
not a whole lot of meaning to it, 
other than to look pretty.” 



Naji Tobias 

(L-R) Pedro Zepeda and Jake Osceola examine 
a utilitarian basket. 
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Boys & Girls Club Members Attend 
Financial Literacy Class 


BY ROBERT NORTH SR. 

Contributing Writer 

HOLLYWOOD — The Boys & Girls Clubs of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida (BGC/STOF) is continuous- 
ly searching for curriculum and activities to encourage 
Tribal youth to further their interest in financial literacy. 

As a follow up to the Hollywood/Non-Resident 
Youth Conference financial literacy classes held during 
the summer, the BGC/STOF members began participat- 
ing in the Tribal Exchange/Stock Market Game. 

The Hollywood Teen Center became actively in- 
volved with the Tribal Exchange in September, which 
involved most of the active Seminole teen members. 

The Tribal Exchange project was started by the 
National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) to 
promote financial literacy amongst Native American 
youth. Youth who participate in the Tribal Exchange are 
provided opportunities to leam more about economics, 
math and other financial literacy skills which can pro- 
vide them with increased motivation in school. 

The Foundation for Investor Education, the parent 
organization behind the Stock Market Game, is a non- 
profit organization dedicated to increase the awareness 
of investing in the U.S. for all ages. This foundation 
oversees the management of the Stock Market Game 
Program, which combines a stock market trading simu- 
lation with classroom curriculum for youth in grades 
4-12. 

Participating teams of youth are provided $100,000 
of play money to invest in stocks. The Seminole teens 
were encouraged to research stock performances and 
then buy the stocks of their choice according to the rules 
of the game. 

Throughout the 10-week course, the youth took 
classes in business, simple interest and stocks. During 
the game, they were further encouraged to use essential 


skills in critical thinking, decision making, cooperation, 
communication, research, saving and investing. 

The Seminole teens chose to buy stocks includ- 
ing Google, Hershey’s and Apple. They competed with 
youth investor teams during the 10-week game that 
takes place throughout the country. 



Photo Submitted by Robert North Sr. 

Jeff Iserson explains price-to-earnings ratios to the youth. 


Towards the end of the Tribal Exchange competi- 
tion, the staff of the BGC/STOF invited Tribal Budget 
Director Jeff Iserson and Director of Finance Suresh 
Geer to present to the teens and provide insight on the 
economics of the Seminole Tribe of Florida. Topics of 
discussion included; stocks, the Seminole Tribe econo- 
my and the Seminole Hard Rock enterprise. 

“Given the state of our current economy and what 
has occurred in the financial markets in the past year it 
was exciting to see young Seminoles that are actively 
participating and learning about finance and the stock 
market,” Geer said. “The more we can expose the youth 
to financial concepts the better prepared they will be for 
their economic future. I look forward to future discus- 
sions with [the Seminole youth] 
on finance and sharing my own 
experiences and knowledge.” 

The BGC/STOF has plans 
to participate in the spring Trib- 
al Exchange to expose addition- 
al youth to the valuable lessons 
of financial literacy. 

For more information about 
the Tribal Exchange please see 
http://naf.smgww.org, or for the 
Stock Market Game, visit http:// 
stockmarketgame.org. 

For more information on 
the activities and schedules 
of the Boys & Girls Clubs of 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida, 
please check http://seminolbgc. 
org. 



Photo Submitted by Robert North Sr. 

(L-R, Center) Director of Finance Suresh Geer and Tribal Budget Director Jeff Iserson 
speak to the youth about finance management at the financial literacy class. 


PEMAYETV EMAHAKV STUDENT HONORS 


Awards for Oct. 19-30 

Kindergarten 

Mrs. Duncan - Jaime Smith 
Mrs. Pearce - Joss Youngblood 
Mrs. Webber - Kayven Emley 

First Grade 

Mrs. Davis - Ramone Baker 
Mrs. Johns - Shaela French 
Mrs. Ringstaff — Jayton Baker 


Second Grade 
Mrs. Ball - Luzana Venzor 
Mrs. Clements - Myron Billie 
Mrs. Moss - Eecho Billie 

Third Grade 

Mrs. Pryor - Kano Puente 
Mrs. Williams - Drake Lawrence 

Fourth Grade 

Mrs. Paige - Chandler Pearce 
Mrs. Tedders - Sunni Bearden 


Fifth Grade 

Mrs. Dobbs - Dylan Sheffield 
Mrs. Finney - Andrew Dobbs 

Sixth Grade 

Mrs. Hudson - Tyra Baker 
Mrs. Wells - Thomas Bearden 

ESE 

Mrs. Bond - Sheldon Garcia 



SHO • NAA • BISH 

Thank you Seminole Tribe for 20 Years of Your Business 


As a Thank You to the Elders of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida, I offer 
a FREE consultation to any Elder 
wishing to make a Living Will or 
Medical Surrogate Power of Attorney 

Make sure YOU control your Medical Care 


Guy J. Seligman 

Attorney at Law 
(954) 760-7600 


^The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely on advertisement. Guy J. Seligm 
^worked as a Certified Legal Intern in the State Attorney and Public Defender’s Offices in Dade and Broward Counties. 
|:Hc has been in private practice for 23 years. He graduated from Nova Southeastern University Law School in 1987 and 
§ was admitted to the Florida Bar ir 
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Charter School Students Receive Awards for First Nine Weeks 


colm Jones, Craftsmanship - Araya Youngblood, Effort - Tucker Johns, 
Best Creek Speaker - Jacee Jumper. 

History Class: Most Improved - Rayven King & Robert Harris, Effort 
- Bevyn Billie & Aubrey Pearce, Achievement - Tucker Johns & Mallorie 
Thomas. 

Third Grade 

Effort: Alicia Fudge, Keely Billie, Satie Rico, Tyler Howard, Andrew 
Fish, Gage Riddle, Ridge Bailey, Drake Lawrence, Sheldon Garcia. 

Citizenship: Andrew Fish, Lucas Osceola, Oscar Yates, Kano Puente, 
Drake Lawrence, Lance Howard, Conner Thomas. 

Accelerated Reader: Keely Billie, Andrew Fish, Alicia Fudge, Tyler 
Howard, Lucas Osceola, Satie Rico, Kano Puente, Gage Riddle, Alyke 
Baker, Krysta Burton, Raeley Matthews, Joshlynn Micco, Conner Thomas, 
Aidan Tommie, J.J. Toneges, Billy Yates. 

Bronze Award (3. 0-3. 4 GPA GPA): Alicia Fudge, Aidan Tommie, Bil- 
ly Yates, Alyke Baker, Krysta Burton, Joshlynn Micco, Joseph Toneges. 

Silver Award (3. 5-3.9 GPA): Tyler Howard, Gage Riddle, Oscar Yates, 
Aleina Micco, Cady Osceola 

Gold Award (4.0 GPA): Keely Billie, Kano Puente, Satie Rico, Raeley 
Matthews. 



Jeanine Gran 


The fifth grade Effort Award recipients display their certificates at the ceremony. 


Kindergarten 

Effort: Reese Davis, Warrik Billie, Tadan Santiago, Corey Jumper, 
Hawk Micco, Jahcole Arnold, Jason Webber, Tammy Martinez, Jaytron 
Baker, Jaime Smith. 

Citizenship: Elle Thomas, Hannah Moss, Tatiana Torres, Shyla Ho- 
lata, Kayln Hammil, Joss Youngblood, Diego Meras, Kyra Toneges, Alice 
Osceola, Leilani Burton. 

Improvement: Kayven Emley, Karlyne Urbina, Pherian Baker, Caleb 
Burton, Alanis Baker, Madison Fish, Caitlyn Olivarez, Mariah Gamer, Ma- 
son Beaver, Tehya Howard, Zion Romine, LaShae Tellez. 

100 Club: Reese Davis. 

Creek Class: Lorene Gopher’s Class: Most Improved - Shyla Holata, 
Best Writing Skills - Elle Thomas, Effort - Kayven Emley, Best Creek 
Speaker - Jahcole Arnold; Jenny Shore’s Class: Most Improved — Malakai 
Micco, Best Writing Skills - Alice Osceola, Effort - Diego Meras, Best 
Creek Speaker - Leilani Burton. 

Arts and Crafts Class: Nancy Shore’s Class: Most Improved - Tam- 
my Martinez, Craftsmanship - LaShae Tellez, Effort - Diego Meras, Best 
Creek Speaker - Leilani Burton. 

First Grade 

Effort: Jahbahn Arnold, Destiny Elliott, Caylie Huff, Kiowa Gar- 
cia, Mariah Billie, Haylie Huff, Ramone Baker, Ruby Osceola, Tanner 
Shore, Hunter Howard, Kanyon Billie, Morgan Yates. 

Citizenship: Jayton Baker, Kobe Jimmie, Davin Carrillo, Heith 
Lawrence, Kaiden Sampson, Ryanna Osceola, Kyandra Harris, John 
Beck, Aubee Billie, Alyssa Gonzalez. 

Improvement: Justin Gopher, Laila Bennett, Todd Pierce, Jaylen 
Baker, Hyatt Pearce, Billy Bailey, Dalence Carrillo, Shaela French, 
Norman Osceola. 

“Magnificant Monkeys” Accelerated Readers: John Beck, Alyssa 
Gonzalez, Daven Buck, Caylie Huff, Jahbahn Arnold, Tanner Shore, 
Haylie Huff, Ramone Baker, Heith Lawrence. 

Creek Class: Lorene Gopher’s Class: Most Improved - Kaiden 
Sampson, Best Writing Skills - Ramone Baker, Effort — Kyandra Har- 
ris, Best Creek Speaker - John Beck; Jenny Shore’s Class: Most Im- 
proved - Todd Pierce, Best Writing Skills - Caylie Huff, Effort - Jay- 
ton Baker, Best Creek Speaker - Laila Bennett. 

Arts and Crafts Class: Nancy Shore’s Class: Most Improved - Da- 
vin Carrillo, Craftsmanship - Tanner Shore, Effort - Mariah Billie, 
Best Creek Speaker - Daven Buck. 

History Class: Most Improved - Dalence Carrillo & Justin Go- 
pher, Effort - Mariah Billie & Jagger Gaucin, Achievement - Aubee 
Billie & Caylie Huff. 


Second Grade 

Effort: Aubrey Pearce, Kamani Smith, Dante Thomas, Luzana Venzor, 
Mallorie Thomas, Caillou Smith, Silas Madrigal, Myron Billie, Madisyn 
Osceola, Keira French, Katie Beck, Tavis Jumper, Araya Youngblood, Bur- 
gundy Pierce, Aleah Turtle, Jarrett Bert. 

Citizenship: Malcolm Jones, Dakota Micco, Brienna Brockman, Don- 
ovan Harris, Caillou Smith, Keira French, Katie Beck, Silas Madrigal, Ja- 
son Sampson, Edward Gaucin, Shyla Gopher, Ozzy Osceola, Jarrett Bert. 

Improvement: Rayven Smith, Dakota Micco, Luzana Venzor, Jacee 
Jumper, Eecho Billie, Bevyn Billie, Nyah Davidson, Tucker Johns, Aleah 
Turtle, Kai Osceola, Waylynn Bennett, Blake Baker, Robert Harris. 

“Terrific Turtle” Accelerated Readers: Araya Youngblood, Bevyn Bil- 
lie, Edward Gaucin, Eecho Billie, Jason Sampson, Nyah Davidson, Ozzy 
Osceola, Shyla Gopher, Tavis Jumper, Tucker Johns, Brienna Brockman, 
Malcolm Jones, Jacee Jumper, Dakota Micco, Aubrey Pearce, Dante 
Thomas, Mallorie Thomas, Luzana Venzor, Katie Beck, Silas Madrigal, 
Myron Billie, Keira French. 

“Super Shark” Readers: Mrs. Bond’s Class: Jarrett Bert. 

Creek Class: Lorene Gopher’s Class: Most Improved - Tucker Johns, 
Best Writing Skills - Myron Billie, Effort - Keira French, Best Creek 
Speaker - Edward Gaucin; Jenny Shore’s Class: Most Improved - Bri- 
enna Brockman, Best Writing Skills - Madisyn Osceola, Effort - Malcolm 
Jones, Best Creek Speaker - Silas Madrigal. 

Arts and Crafts Class: Nancy Shore’s Class: Most Improved - Mal- 


Creek Class: Lorene Gopher’s Class: Most Improved - Lucas Osceola, 
Best Writing Skills - Keely Billie, Effort - Satie Rico, Best Creek Speaker 

- Kano Puente; Jenny Shore’s Class: Most Improved - Drake Lawrence, 
Best Writing Skills - Aleina Micco, Effort - Krysta Burton, Best Creek 
Speaker - Aidan Tommie. 

Arts and Crafts Class: Nancy Shore’s Class: Most Improved - Alicia 
Fudge, Craftsmanship - Krysta Burton, Effort - Tyler Howard, Best Creek 
Speaker - Kano Puente. 

History Class: Most Improved - Conner Thomas & Satie Rico, Effort 

- Raeley Matthews & Gage Riddle, Achievement - Alyke Baker & Kano 
Puente. 

Fourth Grade 

Effort: Michael Girtman, Rylee Smith, Rudy Juarez, Joseph Osceola, 
Sunni Bearden, Camryn Thomas, Easton Moss, Dyami Nelson, Chandler 
Pearce, Aiyana Tommie, Chloe Chalfant, Logan Ortiz. 

Citizenship: Ivess Baker, Bly Davidson, Elijah Billie, Jalynn Jones, 
Richard Harris, Aiyana Tommie, Easton Moss, Dyami Nelson, Chandler 
Pearce, Brady Rhodes, Layne Thomas, Brian Bishop, Logan Ortiz. 
Accelerated Reader: Rylee Smith. 

“Super Shark” Readers: Mrs. Bond’s Class: Logan Ortiz. 

Bronze Award (3. 0-3 .4 GPA): Pemell Bert, Michael Girtman, Morgan 
King, Camryn Thomas, Krystal Toneges, Dyami Nelson, Isaac Osceola, 


Brady Rhodes, Layne Thomas, Brian Bishop. 

Silver Award (3. 5-3. 9 GPA): Joseph Osceola. 

Gold Award (4.0 GPA): Rudy Juarez, Chandler Pearce, Aiyana Tom- 
mie. 

Creek Class: Lorene Gopher’s Class: Most Improved - Sunni Bearden, 
Best Writing Skills - Camryn Thomas, Effort - Michael Girtman, Best 
Creek Speaker - Rudy Juarez; Jenny Shore’s Class: Most Improved - 
Cyrus Smedley, Best Writing Skills - Brian Bishop, Effort - Chloe Chaff- 
ant, Best Creek Speaker - Isaac Osceola.. 

Arts and Crafts Class: Nancy Shore’s Class: Most Improved - Isaac 
Osceola, Craftsmanship - Aiyana Tommie, Effort Richard Harris, Best 
Creek Speaker - Layne Thomas. 

History Class: Most Improved - Joseph Osceola & Cyrus Smedley, 
Effort - Sunni Bearden & Marquis Fudge, Achievement - Rudy Juarez & 
Aiyana Tommie. 

Fifth Grade 

Effort: Andrew Dobbs, Jaden Puente, Lame Sedatol, Crysten Smith, 
Zachary Gopher, Robert Fudge, Dylan Sheffield, Shae Pierce, Drayton Bil- 
lie. 

Citizenship: Erik Garcia, Bailey Tedders, Martina Herrera, Bethany 
Billie, Sean Osceola, Diamond Shore, Trevor Thomas . 

Accelerated Reader: Andrew Dobbs, Bethany Billie, Zachary Go- 
pher, Bailey Tedders. 

Bronze Award (3 .0-3. 4 GPA): Deliah Carrillo, Martina Herrera, 
Alexus James, Samuel Osceola, Demetrius Clark, Courtney Gore, 
Shae Pierce, Kelton Smedley. 

Fifth Grade Silver Award (3. 5-3.9 GPA): Jermaine Bennett, Josh- 
ua Madrigal, Crysten Smith, Bethany Billie, Ruben Burgess, Raylon 
Eagle, Odessa King, Dylan Sheffield, Diamond Shore, Robert Fudge. 

Fifth Grade Gold Award (4.0 GPA): Andrew Dobbs, Erik Garcia, 
Jaden Puente, Bailey Tedders, Sean Osceola, Trevor Thomas. 

Creek Class: Lorene Gopher’s Class: Most Improved - Shae 
Pierce, Best Writing Skills - Sean Osceola, Effort - Dylan Sheffield, 
Best Creek Speaker - Ruben Burgess; Jenny Shore’s Class: Most Im- 
proved - Deliah Carrillo, Best Writing Skills - Jaden Puente, Effort 
-Alexus James, Best Creek Speaker - Crysten Smith.. 

Arts and Crafts Class: Nancy Shore’s Class: Most Improved - 
Andrew Dobbs, Craftsmanship - Crysten Smith, Effort - Joshua Mad- 
rigal, Best Creek Speaker - Jaden Puente. 

History Class: Most Improved - Kelton Smedley & Samuel 
Osceola, Effort - Courtney Gore & Andrew Dobbs, Achievement - 
Robert Fudge & Jaden Puente. 

Sixth Grade 

Effort: Chastity Harmon, Rayven Smith, Kalgary Johns, Jaron 
Johns, Brydgett Koontz, Zachary Hudson, Melany Williams, Kailin 
Brown, Boyd Brown, Tamea Allen, Zeke Matthews, Spawn Loudermilk. 

Citizenship: Taylor Holata, Keyana Nelson, Kalgary Johns, Tamea Al- 
len, Michael Garcia, Zachary Hudson, Melany Williams, Lindsey Samp- 
son, Dezmon Shore, Jaron Johns, Tyra Baker. 

“Super Shark” Readers: Mrs. Bond’s Class: Spawn Loudermilk. 

Bronze Award (3. 0-3. 4 GPA): Rumor Juarez, Keyana Nelson, Michael 
Garcia, Jaron Johns, Zeke Matthews. 

Silver Award (3. 5-3. 9 GPA): Thomas Bearden, Tamea Allen, Brydgett 
Koontz. 

Gold Award (4.0 GPA): Taylor Holata, Donovan Osceola, Boyd 
Brown, Kailin Brown, Zachary Hudson, Melany Williams. 

Creek Class: Lorene Gopher’s Class: Most Improved - Rumor Juarez, 
Best Writing Skills - Donovan Osceola, Effort - C.W. Ortiz, Best Creek 
Speaker - Taylor Holata; Jenny Shore’s Class: Most Improved - Tamea 
Allen, Best Writing Skills - Brydgett Koontz, Effort - Jaron Johns, Best 
Creek Speaker - Tyra Baker. 

Arts and Crafts Class: Nancy Shore’s Class: Most Improved - Boyd 
Brown, Craftsmanship - Kailin Brown, Effort - Dezmon Shore, Best 
Creek Speaker - Kalgary Johns. 

History Class: Most Improved - Dezmon Shore & C.W. Ortiz, Effort 
- Boyd Brown & Chastity Harmon, Achievement - Melany Williams & 
Keyana Nelson. 


* Proudly Serving the Seminole & 
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Tribe for over 15 years! * 




Ticket Brokers 



Concerts | Theatre | Sports 

Local, National, and Worldwide Events 

+ 

Need travel arrangements? Call us! 
We take care of all your travel needs 

including: 

Hotels, Airlines, and Cruises 
FrontRowUSA is up front 
and honest, putting you up front! 


ALL CONCERTS, SPORTS AND THEATRE TICKETS AVAILABLE 
NATIONWIDE AND WORLDWIDE ORDER YOUR TICKETS ONLINE AT 
WWW.FRONTROWUSA.COM OR BY PHONE 

(954) 455-1929 OR (800) 446 8499 

WE DELIVER TO YOU - ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


Top Concerts 


KATE CLINTON 
PAULANKA 
PHISH 

LIONEL RICHIE 
CHRIS B0TTI 
TONY BENNETT 
DAVID C0PPERFIELD 
FOREIGNER 
JASON ALEXANDER 
LA QUINTA ESTACI0N 


Top Sports 


MONSTER JAM 
MIAMI HEAT 
FLORIDA MARLINS 
ORLANDO MAGIC 
MIAMI DOLPHINS 
SUPER BOWL 45 
PRO BOWL 
ALL BOWL GAMES 
LINGERIE FOOTBALL 
MIAMI VS. TAMPA 


Top Theatre 


RADIO CITY CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR 
101 DALMATIONS 

RINGLING BROS. BARNUM & BAILEY CIRCUS 
MIAMI CITY BALLET: PROG II 
SHENYUN PERFORMING ARTS 
WORLD FAMOUS LIPIZZANER STALLIONS 
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* Proudly Serving the Seminole & Miccosukee Tribe for over 15 years! * 
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Health 


Seminole Police 
Department 
Educates 
Tribal Elders at 
Safety Clinic 

Officer Michelle Daza, 
Lieutenant Olen Price 
Teach Class 

BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Tribal seniors from the Big Cy- 
press Reservation learned a variety of holiday safety tips 
at a clinic/luncheon on Nov. 30. 

Held at the Big Cypress Senior Center, Seminole 
Police Department Officer Michelle Daza of the Youth 
and Elder Unit began the 45-minute presentation on elder 
safety. 

Officer Daza informed the seniors about being extra 
careful at home and abroad, as she warned them that if 
they go out at night, it’s important to turn their lights and 
televisions on. This is a good way to protect the home 
when unattended to, she said. 

In addition to that key tip, Officer Daza encouraged 
the seniors to mark their valuables with a unique identifi- 
cation number to keep for their records. 

What probably struck the seniors most — mainly be- 
cause they’re already doing this, Officer Daza noted — is 
the tip that it’s safest to shop during the daytime, with a 
group of people and as little cash and jewelry as possible. 
This will decrease the chances of being involved in theft, 
Officer Daza explained. 

“The holidays are the most exciting time, but it can 
also be the most dangerous time,” she said. 

Next up was Seminole Fire-Rescue Department Lt. 
Olen Price, who conducted a presentation on how to use 
the upward thrust maneuver in case an individual is chok- 
ing. 

In a safety clinic held at the beginning of November, 
the seniors saw examples of how to apply the maneuver 
to children and adults on first aid dummies. This time they 
got to see it again with assistance from Seminole Fire 
Rescue Dept, workers. 

“Choking is a big problem,” Lt. Price said. “It’s scary, 
but it could be fixed.” 

Following, Seminole Fire Rescue Department Inspec- 
tor Bruce Britton gave a presentation on preserving safety 
when it comes to dealing with Christmas trees. When 
selecting a Christmas tree, Inspector Britton informed 
the seniors, it’s important to remember the best trees are 
moist, with green needles dominating the exterior. 

He also advised the seniors to decorate their trees in 
such a way that any potentially harmful or breakable orna- 
ments are kept on higher branches of the tree and out of 
the reach of children. 

Britton then gave some pertinent tips on how to pre- 
vent an electrical fire in the home. 

“During [the holidays] we have a lot of fires caused 
by a lot of lights being on,” Inspector Britton said. “Don’t 
overload your electrical outlets and extension cords and 
unplug the holiday lights when you leave your home.” 

The presentation continued with a simulation video 
of how a dry tree can quickly set a fire in the home. Sur- 
prisingly, the fire ignited in only 30 seconds. 

The session ended with some New Year’s Day safety 
tips, which focused mainly on a video of a DUI accident. 

Lt. Price, who offered his overall assessment of holi- 
day safety after the presentation’s conclusion, advised se- 
niors to stay off the road late at night, if possible. 

“You have a lot of family with you for the holidays 
and the last thing you want is an accident,” Lt. Price said. 
“You need to take extra precautions to prevent any type of 
incident that may arise, whether it’s a fire or a kid falling. 
With kids around, make sure they don’t have access to any 
dangerous items. It’s all about safety during the holidays.” 



Naji Tobias 

At the conclusion of the Big Cypress seniors holiday safety 
clinic, Tribal senior Tommie Billie wins a holiday gift bag in the 
raffle drawing, courtesy of the Seminole Fire Rescue and Po- 
lice Departments. He also received a First Aid kit and a smoke 
alarm at the event, which took place Nov. 30 at the Big Cypress 
Senior Center. 



Rachel Buxton 

(L-R) Firefighter Steve Missett shows Shirley Sotelo the correct way to interlock her fingers when doing chest compressions at the CPR course on Nov. 13 at Chupco Youth Ranch. 


Fort Pierce Community Members Attend CPR Class 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

FORT PIERCE — Community mem- 
bers took an active role and became certified 
in CPR Nov. 13 in a class conducted by the 
Seminole Fire-Rescue dept, at the Chupco 
Youth Ranch. 

“It’s just something we thought up be- 
cause we have a ranch and a lot of events 
out here,” Fort Pierce Community Outreach 
Specialist Stefanie Duda said in regards to 
getting Tribal citizens certified. 

“We have a lot of Tribal members com- 
ing from all over and we don’t know what 
medical issues they may have,” she con- 
tinued. “It’s just more information and just 
knowing you have the knowledge will make 
you feel more comfortable.” 

The class was conducted by Steve Mis- 
sett and O.J. Price of Seminole Fire-Rescue 
Department and focused on adult, pediatric 
and infant CPR techniques. 

“CPR is one of the things we can do 
pre-hospital to keep people alive,” Missett 
said. 

Each student was given a dummy to 
leam and practice on. The class was taught 
alongside a DVD tutorial by the American 
Heart Association. 

Students began by learning the basics 
of CPR, which stands for cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation. They learned the correct rate 


and ratio of compressions and breaths 
to be given — 30 compressions to two 
breaths at 100 beats per minute. 

Tribal citizens then went through the 
proper steps to take in an emergency prior 
to actually administering CPR. These are: 
check to see that the scene is safe, check 
the victim, make eye contact with some- 
one and tell them to call 911, check to see 
if the victim is breathing, tilt the head, lift 
the chin, give two breaths, and lastly, 30 
chest compressions. 

Putting all their new knowledge to- 
gether, the students practiced on their 
dummies following along to different 
scenarios on the DVD. 

After learning the technique for cor- 
rectly performing CPR on adults, the stu- 
dents moved onto children and infants. 

Along with CPR the class was taught 
what do to in a situation where someone 
is choking. They practiced procedures on 
an infant dummy and then paired up to 
practice the steps of helping an adult who 
may be choking. 

Rounding out the class, Seminole 
Fire-Rescue Department Firefighter O.J. 
Price talked briefly about what an auto- 
matic external defibrillator, or AED ma- 
chine, is and how and when to use one. 
Price congratulated the class on their 
Rachel Buxton abilit y to S ras P the content quickly. 

Anthony Osceola practices the complete CPR cycle for two minutes. , Don t get discouraged. Price told 

the class. Just remember to stay calm. 



Seminole Seniors Leam Holiday Season Safety Tips 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — Seminole Fire-Rescue Dept, 
employees offered helpful hints during a holiday 
safety presentation at the Immokalee Senior Center on 
Nov. 18. 

“A happy holiday is a safe one, but it takes only a 
few seconds to turn it into a tragedy,” Seminole Tribe 
Fire Inspector Bruce Britton said. “Observe, plan and 
use common sense when cooking, decorating and cel- 
ebrating during the holidays.” 

SPD Officer Orlando Hurtado 
joined Inspector Britton in a slide 
show and quick summary of basic 
safety measures that should be prac- 
ticed year round, but are frequently 
overlooked during the holiday sea- 
son. 

One of the first rules of kitchen 
safety is to never allow young chil- 
dren near the stove or sharp utensils. 

This is a bad combination and should 
be avoided at all costs. Improper 
handling of food and refrigeration 
can cause salmonella poisoning. 

Beware of turkey fryers. They 
should never be over filled or used 
on a wooden deck. Make sure that 
the bird is thoroughly thawed before 
placing it in hot grease to avoid an 
explosion and serious bums. 

Inspector Britton gave a brief 
demonstration of CPR, the universal 
sign for choking and the Heimlich 
maneuver. Hard candies can have a 
lethal effect on young children and 
pets, he said. 

SPD Officer Hurtado gave tips 
on selecting the proper Christmas 
tree. 

“Fresh cut trees should have res- 
in on the stem and not drop a multi- 
tude of needles when bounced on the 
ground,” he said. “Before decorating, 
the tree stub should be trimmed and 
a fresh water supply placed in the 
stand to prevent excessive drying. 


Artificial trees should be non-flammable and never 
made of metallic material which conducts electricity. 
Bear in mind that snow spray is a very combustible 
material.” 

It was stressed that caution should always be used 
with holiday lights. Never overload a cord or circuit 
breaker, check extension cords for damage and don’t 
leave your home or go to bed with holidays lights 
on. Keep all decorations away from sources of fire. 
Candles are extremely popular during the holidays 
and should never be left unattended and must have a 
sturdy holder. 


It is important to develop a pre-fire plan to insure 
the safety of your family and pets in the event of an 
accident and help prevent incapacitation from smoke. 
Make sure smoke detectors are in good operating con- 
dition. 

Inspector Britton said: “Your home isn’t the only 
place that tragedy can strike. Accidents that occur from 
driving while intoxicated increase during the holidays. 
Have a designated driver if you plan to drink. Allow 
extra time to arrive because of crowded highways. Be 
aware of your surroundings and do not use cell phones 
while driving.” 



Judy Weeks 

(L-R) SPD Officer Orlando Hurtado and Seminole Tribe Fire Inspector Bruce Britton provide a holiday safety presentation at the Immokalee 
Senior Center on Nov. 18. 
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Sports 

‘Warrior Osceola’ Golf 
Tournament Concludes 


J UDY WEEK S 
Freelance Reporter 

NAPLES — The third and final leg 
of the Honor the Warrior Osceola Golf 
Tournament played out at the Heritage 
Bay Golf & Country Club on Dec. 5. 

As tournament chairman, Mondo Ti- 
ger initially planned for a 2 7 -hole finale 
with a different game plan for each nine 
holes — Best Ball, Scramble and Odds 
and Evens. Unfortunately, the weather 
had other plans and the tournament was 
interrupted quite early in the day by a tre- 
mendous rain storm. 

“Osceola never had it easy and adapt- 
ed to worse conditions than this for a far 
greater cause,” said Tiger. “He never lost 
sight of his vision of freedom and sacri- 
ficed himself for the sake of his people. 
It’s not too much to ask that we sacrifice 
nine holes of golf.” 

As avid golfers, the par- 
ticipants opted to sit it out while 
taking an early lunch at the grill. 
Perseverance paid off and the 
players returned to the links 
in time to get in 18 holes after 
eliminating the Odds and Evens 
format. 

At tee time Lawrence 
Osceola was in a decisive lead 
with 200 points to his credit. Ray 
Garza Jr. and Elliot Young were 
trailing close behind. Osceola 
was strong throughout the series 
and the first nine holes. 

However, Garza rallied on 
the last nine to take over for 
first place. Osceola remained a 
shoe in for second with Tiger 
and Young finishing in third and 
fourth place, respectively. 

Despite a triple bogey 7 on 
the 22nd hole, Ray Garza Sr. 
and Virginia Billie hung onto 
the fifth position. Ricky Doc- 
tor’s long drives are becoming 
legendary and gave him a solid 
sixth place finish. 

Jason Tommie and Al- 
len Huff accumulated the most 
points for the day. Husband and 
wife team, Johnny and Gale 
Boone, won the Best Ball for- 
mat. 

During the Scramble ev- 
erything fell into place for Ray 
Yzaguirre Jr., who placed sec- 


ond. Not only did Mitch Osceola distin- 
guish himself for third, but his strong iron 
play gave him a closest to the pin reward 
along with Gale Boone, Allen Huff and 
Jason Tommie. 

Ray Garza Jr., Elliot Young and Law- 
rence Osceola had the longest drives of 
the day. 

“With more than 40 Tribal citizens 
participating in the three tournament se- 
ries, it has been a tremendous success,” 
Tiger said. “Plans are in the early stages 
to turn this into an annual series and com- 
memorate a different warrior for each 
event.” 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Presi- 
dent Richard Bowers Jr., BC Tribal Coun- 
cil Rep. David Cypress, Hollywood Tribal 
Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. and BC 
Board of Directors Rep. Paul Bowers Sr. 
provided sponsorship for the tournament, 
according to Tiger. 




(L-R) Jason Tommie tees off on the 19th hole as Mitch Osceola watches. 
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(L-R) Steve Mizerak Championship finalists Rodney Morris and Johnny Archer together after their race-to-nine-wins championship game. Archer took 
home the championship, 9-6 in the tournament Nov. 12-15 held at The Hard Rock Live. 


Best in Men’s Billiards Showcased at 
Seminole Pro Tour Mizerak Championship 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Hard Rock 
Live was the location of choice once more 
for one of the premier men’s billiard tourna- 
ments Nov. 12-15. 

In its fourth year, the Tribe-sponsored 
10-ball Steve Mizerak Championship fea- 
tured 64 of the top male professionals in 
the world competing for cash prizes in the 
finale of the Seminole Pro Tour. 

Of the many big names in action over 
the weekend, “The Prince of Pool” Corey 
Deuel represented the Tribe making his 
fourth straight appearance in the double 
elimination tourney. 

“This is one of the most prestigious 


tournaments we have and it comes at a nice 
venue,” Deuel said prior to action. 

He said he always likes to keep a sim- 
ple strategy in tournament play. 

“Taking one ball at a time and not get- 
ting ahead of myself and making good deci- 
sions and playing a good position to take the 
pressure off of myself is important,” Deuel 
said. 

After finishing in fourth place in 2008, 
he held his own once again, making it to the 
elite eight in the winner’s bracket before 
eventually being eliminated. 

When the dust settled, defending cham- 
pion Stevie Moore was out as well with a 
new champion crowned. The final four con- 
sisted of Johnny Archer, Rodney Morris, 
Shane Van Boening and John Schmidt, all 


names synonymous with top notch play. 

Archer would go on to face Morris for 
the title. The two also faced one other prior 
to the finals in the winners bracket with Ar- 
cher coming out with the win. 

In a race to nine, Archer came out ear- 
ly and in control but Morris rallied twice, 
knotting it up at 3-3 and 5-5 at one point 
before a break in play. Facing an uphill 6-8 
deficit, Morris could not overcome mistakes 
on the break and Archer pounced winning 

9- 6 for the championship. 

“It was one of those matches where we 
definitely were not playing our best, but I 
got a couple of shots after the break and took 
advantage,” the future hall of famer Archer 
explained afterwards. “Rodney [Morris] is 
always going to be tough though, because 
he is a great player.” 

“My shots out of the break were the 
key,” 2007 Mizerak champion Morris said. 
“That was the whole match in the end,” 

The championship was televised on the 
Sunshine cable network. The non-televised 
portion of the championships streamed live 
on seminoleprotour.com. 

The tournament is named after the late 
former world champion pool player Steve 
“The Miz” Mizerak. As a dominant force 
during the 1970s and early- 1980s in the 
game of 14.1 continuous, or straight, pool, 
Mizerak helped popularize the sport for a 
new generation of players. 

He suffered a stroke in 2001 however, 
which left him with physical challenges and 
prevented him from playing the sport com- 
petitively afterwards. 

He founded the Senior Tour in 1996 
for players 50 years of age and older and 
was inducted into the Billiard Congress of 
America Hall of Fame in 1980. 

The Seminole Pro Tour is a series of 

10- ball tournaments held throughout the 
southeast region. For more information 
please log on to www.seminoleprotour.com. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribally-sponsored Corey Deuel concentrates on his next shot during tournament play. 


Michele Cypress Remembered at Thanksgiving Pool Tourney 


BYNAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — In the two-day Thanksgiving 
weekend pool tournament, held Nov. 27-28 at the Her- 
man L. Osceola gymnasium, the primary focus was 
on the late Michele Cypress, daughter of Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress. 

Bom in 1972, Michele was killed in a single-car 
rollover accident on May 30, 2001. The young woman 
was just 29 when she passed away. 

With that being said, the eighth annual pool tour- 
nament, in honor of her, holds a special place in the 
Chairman’s heart. 

Chairman Cypress, who competed in the 8 -Ball 
men’s singles tournament on Nov. 27, was happy to 
see Tribal citizens from Hollywood, Brighton, Im- 
mokalee and Trail come out and show support for the 
weekend function. 

As the Chairman was observing the pool field be- 
fore playing, he reflected on his daughter’s life, as she 
was considered an avid softball and basketball player 
in her heyday. 

Michele was also a former employee of the Semi- 
nole Tribe of Florida, working as an office clerk in the 
Chairman’s Office. 

“Every time we have a pool tournament, it’s good 
to see Michele in spirit,” Chairman Cypress. “She 
loved the game of pool and with that being said, her 
spirit still lives in us.” 

Close to 300 people attended the two-day tourna- 


ment, according to Chairman Cypress. 

“It’s always good when everybody comes out to 
support a pool tournament,” Chairman Cypress said. 
“This one is special to me because a lot of my class- 
mates showed up in honor of my daughter for the 
Thanksgiving holiday.” 

Nicole Billie, older sister of Michele, attended the 
pool tournament for the first time in its eight years of 
existence. Proud to show honor to her younger sister, 
Billie, who recently moved to the Big Cypress Reser- 
vation after a 20-year-long stay in Canada, disclosed 
that she was shocked after hearing of her sister’s 2001 
death. 

Billie’s older brother, Amos, called her at about 
6 a.m. on that fateful day to inform her of what trans- 
pired. 

Vividly remembering the large funeral gathering 
that took place a few days after her younger sister’s 
death, Billie took the time to speak about the memory 
of the pool tournament’s honoree. 

“Michele was nice, outgoing, funny and loving,” 
Billie said of her sister, as she tried to fight back the 
tears. “I still can’t believe she’s gone.” 

With Billie’s other sister, Caroline Kingsland, in 
attendance, the function proved to be one that won’t 
soon be forgotten. 

“It’s awesome to see a whole lot of people here,” 
Billie said. “I may not have played, but Caroline did. 
It’s her first time playing, so she played both for fun 
and to memorialize our sister. It was a pleasure being 
out here on this Thanksgiving weekend.” 



Naji Tobias 


Chairman Mitchell Cypress focuses on his shot in a 
men’s singles match at the tournament, held Nov. 27-28. 


Results of the Michele 

Cypress Pool Tournament 

November 27 

8- Ball 

Seniors: Women: 1 . Dale 
Grasshopper, 2. Laura Clay, 3. 
Rena Blissett, 4. Louise Billie, 
5. Shirley Pigeon; Men: 1 . 
Charley LaSarge, 2. David Cy- 
press, 3. George Grasshopper, 
4. Tony Billie, 5. Roy Snow. 
Youth: Girls: 1 . Cheyenne 
Nunez, 2. Lisandra Baker, 3. 
Talia Rodriguez, 4. Hali Garcia, 
5. Terri Baker; Boys: 1 . Daniel 
Rodriguez, 2. Neko Osceola, 
3. Anthony Cypress, 4. Daniel 
Nunez Jr., 5. Chaska Osceola. 
Scotch Doubles: 1 . Tony Billie 
and Linda Billie, 2. Russell 
Osceola and Juanita Osceola, 
3. Daniel Gopher and Rena 
Blissett, 4. George Grasshop- 
per and Dale Grasshopper, 4. 
Roy Snow and Bess Bowlegs. 

9- Ball 

Seniors: Women: 1 . Juanita 
Osceola, 2. Diana OnlyAChief, 
3. Laura Clay, 4. Dale Grass- 


hopper, 5. Alice Sweat; Men: 

1 . Charley LaSarge, 2. Billy 
Brown, 3. Roy Snow, 4. Gary 
Clay, 5. Tony Billie. 

November 28 

8- Ball 

Women: 1. Virginia Billie, 2. 
Theresa Nunez, 3. Shirley 
Pigeon, 4. DonniaAntuna, 5. 
Laura Clay; Men: 1 . George 
Grasshopper, 2. Boogie Nunez, 
3. Enrique Gamez, 4. Roy 
Snow, 5. Mario Posada; Teams: 
Women: 1. Killer Bees, 2. 2 
Indians and a Pilgrim, 3. 2 
Wheat Toast and an Egg White, 
4. Meat and Potato Girls, 5. 
Natives; Men: 1. Stickmen, 2. 
The Departed, 3. Old School, 4. 
Predators, 5. Outkasts. 

9- Ball 

Women: 1. Laura Clay, 2. 
Evelyn Yazzie, 3. Jane Free- 
man, 4. Louise Jim, 5. Shirley 
Pigeon; Men: 1 . Charley La- 
Sarge, 2. George Grasshopper, 
3. Tony Billie, 4. Billy Brown, 5. 
Tony Bert. 



2C • The Seminole Tribune • December 25, 2009 


SEMINOLE PRO TOUR 



Chris C. Jenkins 

WPBA Tournament wildcard Theresa Nunez concentrates on her next move versus opponent Michell Monk. 


WPBA Championship Held at Hard Rock 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Sixty-four of the best in 
women’s billiards converged at the Hard Rock Live 
Nov. 12-15. 

The annual Women’s Professional Billiards As- 
sociation (WPBA) Championships in 9-ball brought a 
who’s who of former, current and hopeful champions 
to one place, with thousands in cash at stake as well as 
bragging rights to end this year’s Classic Tour sched- 
ule. 

Running simultaneously next to the Steve Miz- 
erak Championships, the points earned from the Tribe- 
sponsored event helped determine the top 48 ranked 
players at year’s end and into 2010 with a guaranteed 
exemption into all WPBA events. 

Two players of special note were Tribe-sponsored 
perennial top 10 player and former world champion 
“The Texas Tornado” Vivian Villarreal and Tribal citi- 
zen Theresa Nunez, a wildcard entry. 

Villarreal stayed in contention as usual but kept it 
interesting, coasting into the elite eight before bowing 
out to “The Black Widow” Jeanette Lee, 9-5. Villarreal 
would finish in fifth place. 

As a 15-year recreational player, Nunez, Panther 
Clan, got her first taste of the primetime coming in 
as a qualifier through a first-place finish in the annual 
Seminole Tribe Sports Festival. 

Her team finished in third-place in the Celebrity 
Pro-Am on Nov. 11, leading into the big show. She be- 
came the third Tribal woman to play in the tournament 
along with Phalyn Osceola and Virginia Billie, who 
competed in 2007 and 2008, respectively. 

“Coming in, I was told by Phalyn [Osceola] to 
have fun and not to let your nerves get the best of you,” 
Nunez said. “It was a goal I wanted to accomplish ever 
since I started playing pool, and I did it.” 

The Okeechobee resident’s run was bittersweet, 
however, as she ran into Billiard Congress of Ameri- 
can hall of famer “The Striking Viking” Ewa Laurance 
in first round action on the morning of Nov. 12. Nunez 


said as a fan of Laurance, her nerves definitely got the 
best of her. 

“Inside I was giggly; I did not know whether to 
smile or what to do throughout,” she revealed. “It was 
such an honor to play her because she is a legend. I did 
not really care if I won or lost.” 

Although Nunez would win twice in their race to 
nine match-up, Laurance went on to win 9-2 in the fi- 
nal. 

Nonetheless, Nunez would get another shot to stay 
alive in the loser’s bracket on the morning of Nov. 13 
as she next faced friend, Michell Monk of the WPBA. 

“She still had some nerves when we played and 
it is hard to separate friendship from the table,” Monk 
said of Nunez. “The biggest turnaround in our matches 
though was her facing the shot clock.” 

Playing rules allow for 30 seconds per shot at- 
tempt. 

In the end, Monk would come out the winner, 9-3, 
continuing her momentum into her next match where 
she triumphed against defending champion Monica 
Webb. Monk then moved on to the sweet 16 versus 
billiards great Allison Fisher before losing. 

Nunez said it was all an experience she will al- 
ways cherish. 

“I learned that everyone is the same; it is about 
how you handle it all,” Osceola said. “You are playing 
the table and I knew that coming in, but you tend to 
forget it.” 

The flower shop owner of the store Best Buds in 
Okeechobee, Fla., and mother of four said she will 
continue to play as part of a recreational league in Im- 
mokalee. Nunez, however, said she will be back. 

“I will definitely be striving to play next year,” she 
vowed. 

The finals featured returning finalist from 2008 
Xiaoting Pan against Jasmin Ouschan. The match was 
televised on ESPN. In a race to seven, Ouschan would 
continue her roll, going undefeated along the way win- 
ning her first WPBA Tournament Championship, 7-2, 
the final. It was her third title of the 2009 season. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

(L-R) Tribal Chief Operations Officer Elrod Bowers, 2009 WPBA champion Jasmin Ouschan and Seminole Media Productions 
Tribal Programs Officer Bobby Frank together after the championship game presentation. 


Annual Celebrity Charity Pro-Am 
Supports Charitable Organization 

WPBA Player Kelly Fisher Earns First Place Finish 




BY CHRIS C. JENKINS ticipant Phalyn Osceola agreed. 

Staff Reporter “It was a good opportunity and we always want to 

show our support for her,” Osceola said. “Vivian also 

HOLLYWOOD — Celebrities, billiards and char- represents our Tribe and it is nice to give our support, 
ity made for a good combination Nov. 1 1 at the Hard This was also good for our kids. It shows them there are 
Rock Live. 

In the annual Celebrity Charity Pro- 
Am, guests from the world of sports and 
media once again joined Tribal citizens 
and Tribal Council and Board of Direc- 
tors members in 9-ball tournament-style 
action in support of the “The Texas Tor- 
nado” Vivian Villarreal’s charity, Vivian’s 
Kidz. 

“It felt so good to once again have 
the Tribe behind me,” Villarreal said. ”It 
meant so much.” 

Villarreal supporter and fellow 
WPBA player Kelly Fisher lead the win- 
ning team this year. 

“We had great fun and I think it is a 
great cause,” Fisher said. 

Hollywood Board Rep. Marcellus 
Osceola Jr. said because of the charitable 
aspect, participation in the tournament 
had a bigger purpose this year. 

“I think it was a great opportunity for 
me to be there again and the best thing is 
that it supported the kids; they are the real 
winners,” said Rep. Osceola, whose team 
placed second in 2008. 

other sports out there to take part in.” 

This year, the teams consisted of five 
members with each having one celebrity 
and one professional pool player on each 
team. The event also featured an online 
grand prize winner this year. On Nov. 9, 
Paul Sumrall won and got the chance to 
play on a team. 

Guests could also bid on authentic 
sports memorabilia in a silent auction, 
with items including collectables from the 
2009 World Series champion New York 
Yankees, the University of Miami and 
Miami Heat. 

In addition to Vivian’s Kidz, a por- 
tion of the proceeds from the evening also 
went to the Fort Lauderdale-based non- 
Chris c. Jenkins p ro gt organization A Child is Missing. 

Former National Basketball Association Miami Heat player and Pro-Am guest Former Miami Heat player and cur- 
host Jamal Mashburn concentrates on his next shot in first round tourna- ren t ESPN National Basketball Associa- 
ment action. tion studio analyst Jamal Mashburn was 
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Women’s Professional Billiards Association player Pan Xiaoting (C) with Pro- 
Am tournament teammates (L-R) Hollywood Board of Directors Rep. Marcel- 
lus Osceola Jr., George Grasshopper, Eugene Bowers, Marcellus Osceola Sr. 
and Joe Osceola Jr. 


Chairman Mitchell Cypress and 
Tribal Council Representatives Max B. 
Osceola Jr. of Hollywood and David 
Cypress of Big Cypress also attended. 

Villarreal, a native of San Antonio, 
founded Vivian’s Kidz after her adopt- 
ed daughter was kidnapped by the birth 
mother. Nine years later the two were 
reunited. The foundation focuses on 
helping missing and exploited children. 

“Vivian just has a really unique 
story that really should continue to be 
told,” said Erica Bachelor, Seminole 
Media Productions event marketing/ 
sponsorship coordinator and event or- 
ganizer. “It was a challenge with the 
economy being as bad as it is. We knew 
it was going to be tough but with Viv- 
ian’s story it seems to have touched 
people and they opened up their hearts 
and wallets for this.” 

Tribal citizen and second year par- 
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Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. David Cypress looks for an approach in his 
team’s match. 


very pleased to be a part 
of the festivities as a 
guest host for the eve- 
ning. He also has his own 
nonprofit charity, the 
Mashburn Family Foun- 
dation. 

“I was approached 
about being a part of it 
and was told what Vivian 
does with her charity so I 
jumped at the opportuni- 
ty,” Mashburn explained. 

For more informa- 
tion on the charities sup- 
ported, please log on to 
www.vivianskidz.com, 
www.achildismissing.org 
Chris c. Jenkins or www.jamalmashbum. 

The first place 2009 Pro-Am tournament team, led by WPBA pro Kelly Fisher (R). net. 
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The bikers await the signal to begin the third annual bike race, held Nov. 21 at the Brighton Reservation. 

Bike Race Brings Out Competitors 


Seniors Participate in Disc Golf Clinic 



BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Disc golf instructor Gregg 
Hosfeld taught a class to the Big Cypress seniors on 
Nov. 20 in the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum parking lot about his 
sport of choice. 

Hosfeld, who started play- 
ing the sport in 1976, began 
the two-hour session with an 
introduction to game play. He 
explained that in the game, par- 
ticipants throw discs called Fris- 
bees into a basket, much like 
how a golfer will hit a ball into 
the hole. 

“As long as you can rotate 
[the Frisbee] a little bit, you 
should be able to throw,” Hos- 
feld told the seniors in atten- 
dance. 

Hosfeld said the player who 
gets their Frisbee in the basket in 
the fewest number of throws is 
the winner. 

He said the sport is good for 
all participants, but especially 
the seniors because it’s a low- 
impact fitness activity centered 
around a lot of walking. 

“It’s growing a lot faster 
than what people realize,” Hos- 


feld said. “Disc golf is very non-invasive; it’s some- 
thing you can get addicted to once you get the hang 
of it.” 

Hosfeld took the seniors to a field area near the 
museum parking lot that had a target located in the mid- 
dle of it. Each senior had mul- 
tiple opportunities to perform 
different throwing techniques, 
including the 360-degree dis- 
tance throw, the short range 
throw and the turbo putt. 

Regarding the short range 
throw, which is considered 
the most common of all disc 
golf throws, the seniors were 
instructed to rotate their torso 
areas and follow through for 
their throws. 

“It keeps you balanced 
and it keeps your hips loose,” 
Hosfeld said of the short range 
throw. 

By the end of the day, 
all the seniors played a few 
games, including the ring of 
fire, which saw the participants 
aiming for the Frisbee™ target, 
also known as the ring basket. 

The Boys & Girls Club 
youth participated in the disc 
golf session later that after- 
noon. It was also taught by 
Hosfeld. 


Naji Tobias 

Disc golf instructor Greg Hosfeld gives an intro- 
duction on how disc golf is played, with the se- 
niors getting several opportunities to participate. 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Tribal citizens, spouses and em- 
ployees from Brighton and surrounding reservations 
raced to the finish Nov. 21 for the third annual Bike 
Race held on the Brighton Reservation. 

Put on by Brighton’s Recreation Department more 
than 15 riders lined up at the First Indian Baptist Church 
for the start as Seminole Fire-Rescue Department 
stopped traffic. 


The riders took off down what is known as Reser- 
vation Road with the adults biking 12 miles and the se- 
niors competing in a seven-mile race. The adults paced 
themselves as they hiked past the historical Red Bam 
where they received a strand of beads taking them into 
the second leg of the race. 

The race finished at the Brighton Trading Post 
where riders hydrated and refreshed themselves with 
fresh fruits and treats and later took part in raffle draw- 
ings to win a variety of prizes including a sports watch 
and gift card to Sports Authority. 



Rachel Buxton 

George Micco (L) rides in with his mom, Mary Jo, during the race. 


Brighton Bike Race Results 

Ages 18-25: Men: Ignacio Orozco, 48:45; 

Women: Jo Jo Osceola, 50:25. 

Ages 26-30: Men: Howard Jimmie, 48:58. 
Ages 31-35: Men: George Micco, 53:10; 
Women: Female: Carla Gopher. 56:06 
Ages 36-40: Men: Darin Koontz, 42:50; 

Women: Brenda Youngblood, 51:46. 
Ages 41 -54: Men: 1 . Robert Youngblood, 
42:52, 2. Roy Snow, 1 :03:31 ; Women: Mi- 
chele Thomas, 1:09:59; Employees: Chris 
Goodwin, 1:01:09 

Ages 55 and Older: Men: Andrew Bowers 
Jr., 30:57; Women: 1 . Patty Waldron, 29:30, 
2. Martha Jones 39:46, 3. Mary Jo Micco, 
53:10. 

Recreation Dept. Director Richard Osceola 
and senior Billie Micco both participated, 
but neither received times. 



Naji Tobias 

Participants aim for the ring basket with their Frisbees at the disc golf session, held on Nov. 20 in the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
parking lot. 
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Tribal Softball Enthusiast Roger B. 
Jumper Remembered in Tournament 



Naji Tobias 

Fort Pierce Buccaneers 140-pound team Head Coach and organization President Alex Head Tommie (C) gives his team a 
pep talk as they play in a game against the Pahokee Baby Blue Devils on Oct. 24. 


Buccaneers Football Program 
Honored at End-of-Season Banquet 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

FORT PIERCE — Alex Head Tommie, presi- 
dent of the Fort Pierce Buccaneers football organiza- 
tion, has proven to be a positive inspiration to scores 
of Fort Pierce area youth. 

Much of that was on display at the program’s end- 
of-season awards banquet, held on Nov. 21 at the Fort 
Pierce Community Center. 

All five of its youth teams, the 75, 90, 125, 140 
and 175 -pound groups, made it to this year’s Glades 
Tri-City Youth Athletic League playoffs, competing 
against fellow league teams such as the Pahokee Baby 
Blue Devils, the Glades Glen Browns, the Glades 
Youth Panthers, the Okeechobee Center Bulldogs and 
the Moore Haven Mighty Terriers. 

Though none of the five teams reached the FedEx 
Orange Bowl Youth Football championship, played 
on Dec. 13 in Miami, Tommie said he was thoroughly 
pleased with how the program represented itself. 

“We had some up and downs this season,” said 
Tommie, whose 140-pound team advanced the fur- 
thest, reaching the Glades Tri-City Youth Athletic 
League’s conference championship game — a 36-6 
loss to the Baby Blue Devils on Nov. 28 at 
Anquan Boldin Stadium in Pahokee, Fla. 

“But we know we must continue with 
the fight,” Tommie continued as he spoke at 
the Fort Pierce awards banquet. “You can’t 
quit ... I wake up with 110 thoughts in my 
minds and I sleep with 110 kids on my mind 
in order to make our organization better. Ev- 
erybody has to pay their toll in this organi- 
zation.” 

Tommie referred to the organization’s 
coaches, cheerleaders and parents of the 110 
players who he gave special mention to. 

One thing Tommie took pride in talk- 
ing about was the fact at least 10 players on 
his 140-pound team had at least a 3.0 grade 
point average by the end of first nine weeks 
during the 2009-2010 school year. 

Before each player on the Buccaneers 
organization took to the football field for 
practice, Tommie regularly took the time to 
make sure all of them had their homework 
finished. 

If that didn’t happen, then they weren’t 
able to practice that particular day. And if it 
continued, the players in question risked the 
possibility of sitting out in actual football 
games, he said. 

Tommie said he hopes to instill positive 
morals and values in the youths’ lives. 

An example of that was on display dur- 
ing the awards ceremony, with several dif- 
ferent guest speakers providing words of 
inspiration to the program, including former 
Kansas State University football player Ced- 
ric Wilson, former National Football League 
player Chad Bates and Rev. Dr. E.J. Parker, 
among others. 

“Without your grades, you can’t have 
fun,” Wilson said to the program’s youth 
players at the awards banquet. “You don’t 


want to regret anything you do. Go to school, I can’t 
stress that enough.” 

Rev. Parker, a cousin of Tommie and the event’s 
keynote speaker, captivated the audience’s attention as 
he offered some words of wisdom. 

“You are our boys and girls and it’s in you we’ve 
invested in,” Rev. Parker said after each of the pro- 
gram’s players received special participation awards. 
“You just don’t give up. You keep on striving when 
others say you can’t make it. . .Be a winner on and off 
the field. God bless you - players, coaches and cheer- 
leaders.” 

The program is in its 10th year of existence — be- 
ginning in 1999 with seven youth teams and approxi- 
mately 150 players. Tommie’s presence, particularly 
as the president for the last three years, seems to have 
Fort Pierce’s youth moving in the right direction. 

“It takes a village to raise a kid; this is our vil- 
lage,” Tommie said. “They’re our future right here in 
this organization.” 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida and Tommie In- 
vestments, along with Intercoastal Financial, Ultimate 
Billiards, Indian Hills Golf Club, Flower Patchii and 
Wal-Mart, were this year’s sponsors for the Fort Pierce 
Buccaneers youth football organization. 



Naji Tobias 


Alex Head Tommie, Fort Pierce Buccaneers president, presents a spe- 
cial recognition award to Fort Pierce Liaison Sally R. Tommie (not pic- 
tured) for being a key sponsor to the youth football program. 


BY ELIZABETH LEI BA 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Teams from 
throughout the state converged on the 
Hollywood Reservation to commemorate 
the life of Roger B. Jumper, participating 
in the fourth annual softball tournament 
named in his honor. 

The tournament took place on fields 
at both the Seminole Ball Field and Brian 
Piccolo Park in Hollywood, Nov. 13-15. 

Organizer Boettner “Ruggy” Jumper 
said he started the tournament to cel- 
ebrate the memory of his son, Roger, 
who passed away six years ago. And with 
more than 40 teams, some traveling from 
as far away as Gainesville, Jumper said 
he was pleased with the turnout. 

“Every year it gets better,” he said. 
“We had a good time. It’s all about the 
fun and remembering our son.” 

In action that spanned three days of 
play, the teams battled it out to appear 
in the finals on Nov. 15 at Brian Piccolo 
Park. Of the six Seminole teams par- 
ticipating in the tournament, The Lady 
Seminoles had the best finish and came in 
fourth place overall for the women. 

For Jumper, the excitement of tour- 
nament play was a fitting honor for the 
memory of his son, an avid athlete, who 
also played baseball and football. 

“Most likely if he was still alive, 
he’d be playing,” Jumper said. “Our tour- 
nament here is one of the biggest in South 
Florida. I hope it will grow more.” 


Roger B. Jumper Memorial Softball 

Tournament Results 


Men’s Upper Division (C-D): 1 . BRJNS, 2. 
Miami Blitz, 3. Immokalee Seminoles; (E): 
1 .DHL Aviation, Delacruz Dry Wall, 3. An- 
archy; Women: 1 . Central Florida Bailers, 
2. Blaze, B & B Softball. 



Elizabeth Leiba 

Tournament organizer Boettner “Ruggy” Jumper spearheads the effort 
each year to celebrate the memory of his late son, Roger. 


Orange Bowl Press Conference Held 
Poolside at Seminole Hard Rock 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Seminole Hard Rock President Phil Madow (C) welcomes Orange Bowl Committee members, 2009 FedEx Orange Bowl 
game team participants and the media at the Orange Bowl Kick-Off news conference Dec. 9 poolside at the Hard Rock. (L- 
R) Head Football Coaches Paul Johnson of the Georgia Tech Yellow Jackets and Kirk Ferentz of the Iowa Hawkeyes discuss 
their upcoming matchup scheduled for Jan. 5 at Land Shark Stadium in Miami Gardens. 
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Tribal Martial Artists Advance Ranks 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Two youth groups participated 
in the Big Cypress Martial Arts (BCMA) first-ever belt 
testing, held Dec. 5 at the Community Center. 

The Young Dragons, the first martial arts group, 
began their workouts with a total of 24 laps run around 
a mat. This was a prerequisite to pass the Level 1 belt 
test. It was followed by a set of stretch exercises that 
included arm circles and knee bending. 

Then came the skill set tests, a combination of 
strikes, combinations, ground positions, escapes and 
self-defense techniques. 

After several months of martial arts practice, the 
students put all they learned to good use and judges 
were proud of their strength, discipline and resiliency. 

With the students having a varied set of belts com- 
ing into the testing, it was their chance to move up a belt 
closer to the coveted black belt. 

Luis Gutierrez, the martial arts instructor, said he 
was pleased to see what transpired as a result of the stu- 
dents’ stellar test performances on the mat. 

“I was very happy and so proud of these kids,” 
Gutierrez said. “When they first came in, they had no 
idea what they were learning. We do a lot of sports stuff, 
like dodgeball and wrestling. . .They train hard but they 


have a lot of fun.” 

With all the lessons and techniques learned, includ- 
ing stand-up (boxing and kickboxing), clinch (Judo and 
wrestling) and ground (Jiu-Jitsu) fighting techniques, 
it turned into a seamless effort from the teenagers, the 
second group to test that day. 

Jose Salazar, 16, weighed in on his promotion, 
which saw him move up from an orange to red belt. 

“It was hard, but it was a great experience,” Salazar 
said. “We got to leam a lot of new moves for self-de- 
fense. All of us are striving to get a black belt someday 
and this testing was a good start to get there.” 

Hilda Jumper, the mother of students Jose, Alex 
and Diego Salazar, saw this opportunity as a key to en- 
couraging her children to stay out of trouble. 

“It’s something good for them because they’re here 
to leam something,” Jumper said. “They’re not out on 
the streets and this class helps them to defend them- 
selves if they’re in danger. All the kids should just be 
proud of themselves for what they accomplished.” 

To conclude the martial arts testing, all who partici- 
pated not only received a red belt, but got certificates 
as well. 

“The idea behind this is to build the community up 
through martial arts,” Gutierrez said. “Hopefully [the 
Tribal youth] can use this as a mirror for school, home 
and other parts of their lives.” 


Judy Weeks 

The teenagers are all smiles after completing the Level 1 martial arts testing with their new belts on Dec. 5. 


Rachel Buxton 

Billie Micco wears a pink ribbon in remembrance of the late Rosie Billie and her advocacy against breast cancer. 


Rosie Billie Remembered at First 
Memorial Pool Tournament 


Judy Weeks 

AAU Coach Diana Neal (C) begins her class with a warm-up of stretches at the Skills and Drills Camp on Nov. 14 in the gym. 


Tribal Ball Players Attend Skills Camp 


Youngsters from three reservations participated in the disc golf clinic with pro Gregg Hosfeld (C). 


“It’s an honor to be here,” Rep. Cypress said. 

Sammy Gopher, son of the late Billie, offered the 
blessing both days to begin the tournament. 

“She had a lot of encouragement for the kids,” Go- 
pher said. “She has been missed. 

In honor of the late Billie, a breast cancer survivor 
and advocate during her life, pink ribbons were passed 
out to be worn to help raise awareness for the cause. 

On the first night of the tournament the youth and 
elders got to take part in some friendly games, compet- 
ing in 8-ball double elimination. The next day the adults 
came out for some serious play competing in 8-ball, 
9-ball and scotch doubles. 

“I was freaked out that so many people came out,” 
Urbina said. “We’re going to try to keep this going for- 
ward year after year.” 

Rosie Billie Pool Tournament Results 

Ages 10-17: Girls: 1 . Cheyenne Nunez, 2. Rosa Urbina, 3. 

Alissa Dorgan, 4. Ashlee Gopher, 5. Odessa King; Boys: 1 . 

Joshua Boromei, 2. Daniel Rodriquez, 3. Daniel Nunez Jr., 
4. Lewis Gopher Jr., 

Seniors: Women: 1 . Laura Clay, 2. Linda Billie, 3. Martha 

Tommie, 4. Juanita Osceola, 5. Rose Jones; Men: 1. 

Russell Osceola, 2. David Cypress, 3. Weems Buck, 4. 

Sammy Gopher, 5. Daniel Gopher. 

Ages 1 8-49: Women: 1 . Theresa Nunez, 2. Phalyn 

Osceola, 3. Emma Urbina, 4. Verna Billie, 5. Miranda Tom- 
mie; Men: 1 . Daniel Nunez Sr., 2. Mario Posada, 3. Leon 
Micco, 4. Carl Yazzie, 5. Jessie Urbina. 

Scotch Doubles: 1 . Mario Posada & Theresa Nunez, 2. 

Tony Bert & Martha Tommie, 3. Jessie Urbina & Peggy 

Nunez, 4. Tony Billie & Ebonie Kelly, 5. Daniel Nunez Sr. & 
Arica Osceola. 

9-Ball: Women: 1 . Claudia Oliverez, 2. Phalyn Osceola, 

3. Martha Tommie, 4. Emma Urbina, 5. Theresa Nunez; 

Men: 1 . Jack Billie, 2. Mario Posada, 3. Daniel Nunez Sr., 

4. Tony Bert, 5. Carl Yazzie. 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Dribbling and passing the 
ball, as well as lay-ups and shot control made up the 
topics for the Showtime Skills and Drills Camp held 
Nov. 14 at the Big Cypress gym. 

Tribal boys and girls, ranging from 5-17 years of 
age, took advantage of the opportunity to study their 
favorite game of basketball. 

Big Cypress Basketball Coach Eddie Redd made 
arrangements for Amateur Athletic Union (AAU) 
Coaches Kenny Gillion and Diana Neal to serve as in- 
structors for the event. Basketball is a team sport and 
the coaches worked together as a team while teaching 
all aspects of the game. 

“The game isn’t all about you. It’s all about your 
contribution to the team and we are here to help you 
become a valuable player on that team,” Coach Gillion 
said. “We will strive to help you develop your skills, 
but the most important asset that you can bring to the 
game is good sportsmanship. It is the foundation for 
competitive sports.” 

Beginning the curriculum for the day, Coach Neal 
conducted a warm-up session with stretching before 
turning the court over to Coach Gillion. 

“Offense is when you have the ball and dribbling 
is the first skill of offense, followed by passing and 
shooting. After learning to control your offense, we 
will work on defensive tactics,” Coach Gillion said as 
he set the pace for the day’s activities. “Basketball is a 
game that demands ambidextrous skills.” 

Working in unison, the coaches set up exercises 
designed to teach ball control with both the right and 
left hand. Participants dribbled through cone patterns, 
working two balls at a time and developing cross over 
skills. 

Shooting involved right and left, over and under 
hand lay-ups, knee bends, shooting and following 
through for a perfect aim at the basket. Each player 
received individual instruction and the results were 
amazing. Jordan Osceola, 5, made six baskets back to 


Teens Attend Sports, Lifeskills Camp 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Community members from all 
Seminole Reservations came out in memory of the late, 
revered Rosie Billie for the first annual pool tournament 
held in her honor. The event took place at the Brighton 
Gym, Nov. 20-21. 

“She was energetic, a leader for our Tribe, just a 
wonderful person,” Emma Urbina, daughter of the late 
Billie, said. “My mom played pool and was in a lot of 
tournaments around here so we did a pool tournament 
in respect to her.” 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress and Big Cypress Tribal 
Council Rep. David Cypress participated in the tourna- 
ment to show their respect for a woman who was once 
highly influential within the Seminole Tribe. 

“She was a good lady for the whole Tribe,” Chair- 
man Cypress said. “Rosie was one of the few council- 
women, and she paved the way for where we are today.” 


Rachel Buxton 

Mindy Fish shows her pool skills at the first annual Rosie Bil- 
lie Pool Tournament, held Nov. 20-21 in the gym. 


back from both right and left hand positions after just 
30 minutes of practice. 

Forming two-man teams, the players learned to 
dribble, pass and shoot with accuracy. The next objec- 
tive was defensive strategy and ball recovery without 
aggressive behavior. 

With extraordinary instructors and cooperative 
students, the players were ready to play some serious 
ball after the lunch break. Forming mixed teams of age 
and gender, the coaches circulated the court giving 
helpful criticism and frequently stopped play to help 
with correction. The result was amazing and all the 
players displayed genuine enthusiasm. 


Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Jayce Smith and AAU Coach Diana Neal watch as Stevie 
Billie dribbles the ball through the obstacle course. 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Seminole Teen Sports and 
Lifeskills Camp held in Big Cypress on Nov. 21 was 
designed as a summer camp flashback for those who 
attended or missed the summer activities. 

“The objective of this camp is to introduce a 
healthy lifestyle to Seminole youth, while they get to 
know each other better,” said BC Assistant Recreation 
Department Director Stan Frischman. “I have noticed 
that the adults and seniors have a keen awareness of 
their cultural relationships by blood and clan, however, 
it isn’t quite the same with the younger generation.” 

“Many of the kids at summer camp were surprised 
to leam that they were related to each other,” contin- 
ued Frischman. “Through interaction between the res- 
ervations, we hope to build a stronger clan connection, 
friendships and bonds that will prove beneficial to the 
next generation. We are hoping that there is some truth 
to the old adage, ‘Those that play together, stay togeth- 
er.’ ” 

Gathering together at the gym for lunch, the group 
learned they were attending the first of a series of camps 
that will take place. A sport will be emphasized at each 
hosting reservation, in addition to other activities as fol- 
lows: disc golf in Big Cypress, softball in Immokalee, 
basketball in Hollywood and touch football in Brighton. 

Transporting the group to the temporary disc golf 
course on the grounds of the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum, 
they received basic instruction from two-time World 
Champion Disc Golf Professional Gregg Hosfeld. He 
just recently added the U.S. Grand Masters Champion- 
ship title to his resume after finishing 14 strokes under 
par. 

The rules and challenges of the game were ex- 
plained in detail and the players learned the difference 
between the sizes and weights of the Frisbees™ used in 
disc golf. Forming a circle with the participants, Hos- 
feld demonstrated grip, stance, technique and scoring 
before organizing a few practice shots. 


Forming groups of three to five players with an 
adult instructor for each, they disbursed onto the 10 
holes golf course for an afternoon of competition. The 
children quickly picked up the game and laughed then- 
way around the course dodging obstacles and attempt- 
ing to throw the disc into the chain basket in the least 
number of tosses. Even though scores were tabulated, 
all players were considered winners. 

The youngsters spent their late afternoon on the 
basketball court participating in some one on one com- 
petition and then shared an evening meal. 


Judy Weeks 

Disc Golf Professional Gregg Hosfeld (C) demonstrates grip, 
stance and technique to the participants of the Teen Sports 
and Lifeskills Camp at Big Cypress. 
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THANKSGIVING 


Tribal Golfers Compete in Turkey 
Skins Tournament 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

CLEWISTON, Fla. — A total of 15 Tribal golfers made the 
trek to the Clewiston Golf Course for an 18-hole round in the Tur- 
key Skins Golf Tournament on Nov. 27. 

Mondo Tiger, an avid golfer, said he was happy to be competing 
on the Clewiston course, as he took the time to reflect on how far the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida has come through the years. 

“What we’re doing nowadays is finding yet another way to get 
together on the holidays as one,” Tiger said of the golf tournament. 
“We get to enjoy a game of golf. We’re thankful for this opportu- 
nity because we didn’t have the means to play golf many years ago. 
I’m thankful for the Tribe being prosperous and its members being 
healthier.” 

In the skins game, golfers competed against each other in the 1 8 
holes, with the best scorer winning the hole. 

In the end, however, it wasn’t about who won or lost; it was 
about all the golfers coming together and giving thanks for yet an- 
other day, as Tiger said. 

“We all thank the Lord everyday for the life that He’s given us,” 
he said. “Through the hard times and our struggles, God has seen us 
through. We can’t thank Him enough; life’s been good.” 



Naji Tobias 

Mondo Tiger focuses on how he's going to 
convert on the third hole of the 18-hole 
tournament. 



James Tommie hits a shot on the sixth hole of the Turkey Skins Golf Tournament, held on Nov. 27. 


Naji Tobias 


Results of the Turkey Skins Golf Tournament 

Winners of Skins: 1 . Mondo Tiger, 2. Ricky Doctor, 3. 
Lawrence Osceola, 4. Charlie Cypress, 5. James Tommie, 
6. Jason Tommie, 7. Cicero Osceola, 8. Bobby Frank, 9. 
Brett Green. 


Closest to the Pin: Senior Men: Hole #2: Mondo Ti- 
ger; Hole #9: Lawrence Osceola; Hole #1 5: Lawrence 
Osceola; Men: Hole #2: Kevin Osceola; Hole #9: Jason 
Tommie. 

Longest Drive: Senior Men: 1 . Mondo Tiger; Men: 1 . Brett 
Green. 



Elizabeth Leiba 

(L-R) Robert C. North and wife, Jo, collect beads from Health Educator Joanna Kentollal at the completion of their first 
quarter-mile at the Turkey Trot Walk/Run on Nov. 21. 


Hollywood Residents Walk for Fitness 



Elizabeth Leiba 

(L-R) Perennial Walk/Run participant Judy Tiger grabs her beads from Chantal 
Vallee as she walks the track during the event. Tiger walked a total of 4 miles. 


BY ELIZABETH LEIBA 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Tribal citi- 
zens recommitted to their fitness and 
health improvement goals at the Tur- 
key Trot Walk/Run on the morning of 
Nov. 21. 

More than a dozen participants 
circled the Hollywood Ball Field, col- 
lecting beads from Health Dept, em- 
ployees each time they completed the 
quarter-mile course. They walked or 
jogged a distance of anywhere from 
1 to 3 miles and some even pushed 
themselves and walked farther than 
that to reap the benefits of cardiovas- 
cular exercise. 

Hollywood Health Educator Jo- 
anna Kentollal emphasized the sig- 
nificance of getting moving and the 
role it plays in overall health. 

“It’s important for everyone to 
increase their physical activity and 
this walking program helps them to 
do that,” Kentollal said. 

She explained that participants 
collect points which will accumulate 
until the program holds an awards 
banquet in March of next year. At that 
time, walkers will be rewarded for 
their hard work with prizes courtesy 
of the Health Dept. 

Robert C. North and wife, Jo, 
both walked 1 mile. They said they 
enjoyed exercising together. 

“I started a lifestyle change 
about six months ago,” Robert C. 
North said. “One of the things I need 
to improve is cardiovascular. It was 
good. We enjoyed it.” 



Judy Weeks 

Winner of the raffled Mossberg 835 Ulti-Mag 12-gauge shotgun, Demi Garza (R) takes aim to try her luck for a turkey or ham 
under the watchful eye of Larry Hamlet (C) and SPD Officer George Murray (L) at the Immokalee Turkey Shoot on Nov. 14. 


Community Participates in Annual 
Turkey Shoot to Support 4-H 


B Y JUDY WE EK S 
Freelance Reporter 


IMMOKALEE — It was a lucky day for Demi 
Garza when she purchased a ticket for the Mossberg 
835 Ulti-Mag 12-gauge shotgun being raffled off at the 
4-H Thanksgiving Turkey Shoot on Nov. 14 at the Im- 
mokalee Seminole Ranch. 

“I was just buying tickets to support the 4-H. I 
never dreamed that I would get to take home such an 
awesome prize,” Garza said. 

This wasn’t her first big 4-H win. Participating in 
the program for eight years, she started raising swine 
and then moved up to steers. This past year as a senior, 
she raised the 2009 grand champion steer. Even though 
she has now graduated, she is a 4-H’er at heart and vol- 
unteers her services wherever needed. 

The 4-H Program is designed to build character, re- 
sponsibility and integrity through life experiences. One 
of its greatest accomplishments is the positive effect 
that it has upon strengthening family units. This year’s 
turkey shoot is just one example of how this works. 

The 4-Hers took turns manning the food conces- 
sion, registration booth, setting out and collecting 
targets along with their parent volunteers throughout 
the day. Members of the Seminole Police Department 
worked with the fathers teaching the children gun safety 
and assisted them in the competition. 

Seminole families weren’t the only ones to benefit. 
A steady stream of competitors took their turns on the 
range and the majority was families who brought their 
children to leam the proper use of firearms and experi- 
ence the thrill of competing for a prize. 

The rules of the shoot are designed to give every- 
one a fair opportunity to win regardless of age and skill. 
A lot was riding on luck. If you could hit the target, you 
stood a fair chance of winning based on the pattern of 
shot delivered by the gun. 


Firing a shotgun for the first time, Caden Purslow, 
7, beat out nine adults when he got four pellets in the in- 
ner field of the target and won a turkey. He was so proud 
of his target that he took it home with him to show his 
grandparents. 



Judy Weeks 


Sidney Platt braces his son, Chris, as he falls backward from 
the gun’s recoil on the shooting range. 



Rachel Buxton 


Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Andrew Bowers Jr. uses his military shooting training to his advantage. 

Participants Take Aim at Turkey Shoot 

BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Men, women and children of 
ah ages came out for the annual Brighton 4-H Turkey 
Shoot, held Nov. 21 at the Brighton Golfing Range. 

Lined up, shooters took turns aiming at the 8.5 
inch by 1 1 inch turkey target. They competed for either 
a fresh ham or turkey to enjoy with their family and 
friends during the holiday season. 

After each round, 4-H coordinators and youth raced 
to the targets to determine which shooter hit the target 
dead on for the win. 

Among the winners were: Kelly Youngblood, 

Jones Tommie, Jill Camer, Daylon Youngblood, Nor- 
man Johns, Matt Piz, Erena Billie, Reuben Burgess, 

Casey Plat, Greg James, Kim Youngblood, Quentin 
Smith, Daryl Simmons, Tom Riser, Justin Smallridge, 
and Kamani Smith. 

Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Andrew Bowers Jr. 
sponsored youth rounds, giving the youngsters a chance 
to show their shooting skills. Brighton Board Rep. 

Johnnie Jones Sr. also sponsored a few open rounds for 
the community. 

Also at the event, members of the 4-H small ani- 
mals group sold refreshments, while other community 
members sold a variety of home cooked foods including 
frybread. Raffle tickets were sold for a shotgun that was 
taken home by winner Jack Turtle. 



Rachel Buxton 

Bridget Koontz (R) gets a little help from father, Darin, during 
the youth round. 
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THANKSGIVING 


Three-Mile Turkey Trot Walk/Run 
Draws Numerous Participants 

BY NAJI TOBIAS 

Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Turkey 
Trot Walk/Run began just as the sun 
rose at the south end of the Big Cypress 
Canal bank on Nov. 20. 

Led by Seminole Fitness Depart- 
ment Trainer Neil Prager, attendees 
got ready for the event by performing 
a series of stretches to warm up their 
bodies. 

It was off to the races from that 
point, with the runners leading the way, 
followed by the walkers. 

At the 3 -mile walk/run partici- 
pants went half the distance down the 
canal bank. After the halfway mark — 
the length it was from the starting point 
to Snake Road — the walkers and run- 
ners were directed to turn back around 
to complete the course. 

One-by-one, each person complet- 
ed the 3 -mile journey in the Seminole 
Pathways Walking Program-sponsored 
event. 

With all the participants gearing 
up for a set of refreshment waiting 
for them at the finish, Edna McDuffie, 

Seminole Pathways Walking Program 
and Turkey Trot Walk/Run coordinator, 
announced the results. 



Naji Tobias 


Chairman Mitchell Cypress and Noella Dyan O’Donnell share a few laughs as 
they walk down the Big Cypress Canal bank together at the event. 



It 


Naji Tobias 

Seminole Firefighter Giovanni Alvarez 
takes first place in the community/employ- 
ee run category. 


Turkey Trot Walk/Run Results 

Female Division: Walkers: Ages 18- 
40: 1 . Clea Billie-Herrera, 2. Noella 
O’Donnell, 3. Sheila Aguilar; Ages 
41 -54: 1 . Sue Jane Bert, 2. Janice 
Osceola; Ages 55-65: 1 . Mary F. 
Tigertail; Ages 66 and Older: 1 . 
Louise Billie; Runners: Ages 1 8-40: 
1 . JoJo Osceola, 2. Cathy Cypress, 
3. Sara Osceola Turtle; Ages 41 - 
54: 1 . Almira Billie, 2. Barbara Bil- 
lie; Ages 55-65: 1 . Shirley Clay, 2. 
Helene Buster; Ages 66 and Older: 
1 . Edna McDuffie. 

Male Division: Walkers: Ages 
18-40: 1. Byron Billie, 2. Cicero 
Osceola; Ages 41 -54: 1 . Charlie 
Cypress; Ages 55-65: 1 . Jonah 
Cypress, 2. Mitchell Cypress, 3. 
Rudy Osceola. 

Community Member/Employee 
Division: Walkers: 1 . Delwin Mc- 
Cowan, 2. Chris Hulbutta, 3. Lisa 
Bennis; Runners: 1 . Giovanni Alva- 
rez, 2. Ashley Burnett, 3. Marilyn 
Jumper. 



T 


Naji Tobias 

Edna McDuffie, Seminole Pathways 
Walking Program and Turkey Trot 
Walk/Run coordinator, walks toward 
the finish. 



Shelley Marmor 


Sunni Bearden (L) of the Brighton team steals the ball from the opposing Hollywood team during the 13 and younger co-ed 
game of the Thanksgiving Classic Youth Basketball Tournament, held Nov. 13-14 in the Hollywood gym. 

Results of Thanksgiving Youth 
Basketball Tournament 

Ages 9 and Younger: Big Cypress, Brighton, Hollywood Ages 17 and Younger: Girls: 1 . Hollywood, 2. Brighton; 

teams all received medals for their participation Boys: 1 . Brighton, 2. Hollywood. 

Ages 1 3 and Younger: Co-Ed: 1 . Brighton, 2. Hollywood 



Shelley Marmor 

Arek Jumper (L) from the Hollywood team moves the ball down court in the first game of the tournament, a 9 and younger 
co-ed game against team Brighton. 


Call roll Free 1-888-800-80*8 



All Tribal Members 
and Employees. . . 



i 





$1000 

!S_ 


See dealer for details 


Ed Morse Sawgrass Auto Mall is now offering aN Seminole tribal members 
and employees really great deals! That’s right, all tribe members and 
employees, including everyone who works at the Seminole Hard Rock Casino, 
can now get big savings and all financing incentives for which they qualify 
on five GM brands of new vehicles and over 150 used vehicles. 


THE BEST COVERAGE I N A MERICA 

5 YEARS/ 100,000 MILES 

• POWERTRAIN WARRANTY 

• COURTESY TRANSPORTATION 

• ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 





The New 2009. Models Are Here! Over 1 000 Vehieles. In Stock! 


YOUR O HEADQUARTERS 


CHEVROLET 

2^. liberty.™™- _ M HfflCAh' H'.VDLmOli '»■ 


Buick* Drive Beautiful 


C5M C 




14401 W. Sunrise Blvd., Sunrise 

On Sunrise Blvd. just east of the Sawgrass Expwy. 

CALL TODAY 

1-888-800-8048 

SALES HRS: Mon-Fri 9am-9pm, 

Sat 9am-6pm, Sun 12-6pm 
SERVICE HRS: Mon-Fri 7am-6pm, 

Sat 7am-3pm 


CHEVROLET • CADILLAC 
PONTIAC • BUICK • GMC 
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Sem/note Pathways walking program Is 
^available to Seminole Tribal Members and 
their immediate famines r brought to you by 
,j.+? the Seminole Health Department 
f averts excluded 


PATHWAY WEEKLY 
WALKS BEGIN 

BIG CYPRESS 

Tuesdays at 8a 
Senior, Fitness Trail 

BRIGHTON 

Thursdays at 8a, 12p & 4p 
Florida Seminole Veterans Walking Path 

HOLLYWOOD 

Tuesdays at 7a 
TYPark 

Tuesdays at 12p 
Hollywood Ball Field 

IMMOKALEE 

Thursdays at 9:30a 
Immokalee Tribal Office 

TAMPA 

Wednesdays at 9a 
Lettuce Lake Park 

FORT PIERCE 

Wednesdays at 9a 
Fort Pierce Community 

TRAIL 

Mondays at 5p 
East Village Parking lot 

NAPLES 

Wednesdays 5:30p 
Sun-N-Fun Park 

*Weekly walk times subject to change: 
verify with health educator or website 
www.semtribe.com/walk 


PATHWAY PROGRAM 
CALENDAR 

REZ RALLY 

Jan. 16, 2010 
Brighton Rez 

MARCH OF DIMES 

March 6, 7:30a 
Okeechobee, Flagler Park 

HEART WALK 

March 13, 7:30a 

Davie, Nova Southeastern University 

RELAY FOR UFE 

March 13 & 14, 2010 
Clewiston, Clewiston High School 

EASTER SEALS 

February 27, 2010 
Sunrise, Markham Park 
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Announcements D 


POEM 


CONGRATULATIONS 


The Phase 

From the time I could remember I was surrounded 
by pain 

Da life of an Indian is not as easy as it seems 
The alchy and the drugs are just the beginning 
The land of destruction is where the rough life is 
tempting. 

Check the history or the past confrontation s 
Obstruction and deviation is just a creation 
Through the early days, we didn’t live the easy way 
The killing of crying babies is just a little faze. 
And now you want to sit down and talk about your 
emotions 

Be grateful to be alive and with your families that 


you’re holding 

“The world of creation and modernization is behold- 
ing” 

Andrew Jackson and Charlie Manson, what’s dif- 
ferentiated? 

The Indian Removal Act is eternally dis-appreciated. 
Without a mixed blood, might not be a sovereign 
nation 

But a sovereign nation is what we be, and the level is 
elevating. 

Sincerely, 
THA SEMINOLE KING! ! ! 
— Stephen Chad Billie 
Otter Clan 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY 


Happy belated birthdays to 
our son, Mitchell Primeaux Jr., 
on Nov. 27, and our daughter, 
Marlys, on Nov. 26. Your dad and 
I are blessed to have you two in 
our family, and we hope you both 
know that no matter what the situ- 
ation is, we are both here for you 
two. 

Also, happy belated birthday 
to Denise Billie on Nov. 16 and 
Agnes Billie-Motlow on Nov. 26. 

From, 

Darline Primeaux 


Happy 18th birthday Ryan 
Bert Osceola. 

From 

Your uncle, Duane Jones 


We would like to wish a 
belated 18th birthday to Mel- 
anie Jones on Dec. 1, Ryan 
Bert Osceola on Dec. 11 and 
Daylon Youngblood on Dec. 
12 . 

From, 

Emma Jane, Jessie, 
Jewel, Rosa and Timothy 


Happy birthday to Stacy 
Jones on Dec. 17, and to Duane 
Jones on Dec. 21. 

From, 

Emma, Jessie, Jewel, Rosa 
and Timothy 


We want to wish our son, 

Timothy Chase Urbina, a happy 
1st birthday on Nov. 28. 

Love, 

Dad, mom, sisters and the 
rest of your family 


Happy 1 8th birthday to our big sister, Jewel Buck. 

We love you, 

Rosa and Timothy 


I would like to wish my Jewel Buck a very happy 
18th birthday on Jan. 9, 2010. 

It seems like only yesterday that you were bom; all 
10.5 ounces of you. In the beginning it was only me and 
you, but thanks to grandma and grandpa, we made it. 

You turned into a bright and talented young lady. As 
you start your way into adulthood, be smart make the 
right choices and always remember your Lord and Sav- 
ior, and you will have no problems. 

Always remember Grandma and pogey Sampson 
because you know they are telling you “Happy Birth- 
day.” Remember we love you lots. 

Love, 

Mom(Emma Jane) and Dad (Jessie) 


A big happy birthday to my grandma, Linda Tom- 
mie, on Dec. 29. 

Love you always, 

Timothy Chase Urbina 



SEMINOLE POLICE DEPT. 

SPD’s January 2010 Training Calendar 


Any Tribal citizen interested in observing 
the various training courses delivered to Semi- 
nole Police Department officers please contact 
Terry Tartsah in the Training Unit at (954) 967- 
8900. 

Jan. 6-8: Crime Scene Investigations for 
supervisors. This training is held at the Big Cy- 
press Public Safety Complex from 8 a.m.-5 p.m., 
and is both classroom and practical application. 

Jan. 12: Firearms Training. This training is 
held in Moore Haven, Fla. at the Glades County 
Sheriff’s Officer Firearm Facility from 3-11 p.m. 

Jan. 20-22: Patrol Rifle Operators Course. 
This training is held in Moore Haven, Fla. at the 
Glades County Sheriff’s Officer Firearm Facil- 
ity from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Jan. 25: Crime Scene Investigations for su- 
pervisors. This training is held at the Big Cy- 
press Public Safety Complex from 8 a.m.-5 p.m., 
and is both classroom and practical application. 

Jan. 27: Building Clearing Tactics. This 
training is designed to provide the responding 
police officer with the necessary knowledge to 
safely clear an unknown structure. Location is 
the Big Cypress Public Safety Complex from 8 
a.m.-5 p.m. 



CLASSIFIED ADS 



Get Out of Jail Fast! 


Call Myma Loy (954) 583-9119. Tribal 
dividends, MasterCard and Visa ac- 
cepted. 24 hours • Speedy Release • 
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The Law Office of 
P. Foley, PA 
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Congratulations Cassandra Jimmie! You were a 
vision of loveliness in the Immokalee Warriors Home- 
coming Court as the school’s Homecoming Queen. We 
are so proud of you! 

Love, 

Mom (Elsa Zamora), Mark, Alexis, Destinee 
and Jon 


Congratulations Carson Knaby! You had a great 
first year diving. I thank the Lord for giving you the 
strength, both mentally and physically, to compete. 
You have surprised us all and made us extremely proud 
of you. 

Carson is part of the Seahawks diving team and 
dives for University School. She has also received 
the following awards: Florida Gold Coast champion, 
AAU national finalist, USA Diving national age divi- 
sion finalist and Florida High School District 11 1A 
champion. 

We love you, 

Mom, Dad, J.J. and Lucky 
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Guy J. Seligman 

Proudly Serving the Seminole Tribe of Florida for 20 Years 

Driver’s License Repair 
Maybe We Can E4elp? 

please Call 

(954) 760-7600 

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely on advertisement. Guy J. Seligman 
worked as a Certified Legal Intern in the State Attorney and Public Defender’s Offices in Dade and Broward Counties. 
He has been in private practice for 23 years. He graduated from Nova Southeastern University Law School in 1987 and 
was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1988. 
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We just arrived. 

It's Our Grand Opening. Now there's a Hertz Local Edition® conveniently located near 
you, making it easier for you to take advantage of everything we have to offer. Like a wide 
variety of cars to choose from and 24-Hour Emergency Roadside Assistance to make your 
trip less stressful and more enjoyable. Plus at Hertz Local Edition, We'll Come and Get 
You? For reservations and low rates, visit us at hertz.com, or call 1-800-704-4473. 


3101 N State Rd 7 
Hollywood, Florida 
954-986-8734 

Seminole Tribe of Florida 
CDP # 1834780 

hertz.com 

®Reg. U.S. Pat. Off. ©2008 Hertz System, Inc. 

Customer pickup and car return are available at participating Hertz Local Edition locations in local area only. 



Local Edition 





CONCERT 

SPORTS 

& 

THEATRE 

TICKETS 

MAKE A 
GREAT 
HOLIDAY 
GIFT! 


THE PREFERRED TICKET BROKER OF THE SEMINOLE & MICCOSUKEE TRIBE SINCE 1985 
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Premium Seating 
All Local & Worldwide Events! 


One Call Does It All! 

. CONCERTS 
. SPORTS 
. THEATRE 
. CRUISES 
. AIRLINES 
. HOTELS 
. CAR RENTALS 
. LIMOS 

. TRAVEL PACKAGES 
. HONEYMOONS 


PASSPORT & VISA SERVICE! 


EVENTS 305.444.TIXX (8499) 
800.881.8499 


TRAVEL 305.445.6566 
866.445.6566 


COME VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE! 
WWW.VIPTICKETPLACE.COM 

Or email us 

ent @ vipticketplace.com 


I H Preferred Ultimate 

Travel & Entertainment 

UPCOMING LOCAL EVENTS 


CONCERTS 

PHISH 
LADY GAGA 
RINGLING B. CIRCUS 
FOREIGNER 
JOHN MAYER 
BLACK EYED PEAS 
JAY-Z 

TAYLOR SWIFT 
MICHAEL BUBLE 
BONJOVI 
U2 


SPORTS 

MIAMI DOLPHINS 
MIAMI HEAT 
NBA ALL STAR GAME 
FLORIDA PANTHERS 
PRO BOWL 
SUPER BOWL 
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MILLENIUM LIMO, INC. 

www.milteniumlimo.com 
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Princess Committee Thanked for 
Donations to Flandreau Indian School 


BY WANDA BOWERS 
Contributing Writer 

The Seminole Princess Committee sends boxes 
throughout the year to the inner city kids who attend the 
Flandreau Indian High School in South Dakota. These 
kids are so young when they leave their families and 
everything they’re familiar with at home to attend the 
school. 

The student enjoyed opening the recent shipment of 
boxes, according to Lillian “Tweedy” Goodeagle, who 
works at the school. They are really appreciative of the 
Seminole Tribe’s concern for them and their families. 

This month they would like to send a special thank 
you to Judybill Osceola and her grandchildren, Gerret, 
Royce and Druitt of the Hollywood Reservation, who 
sent them six boxes worth of donations. 

“I was just cleaning out my house,” said Judybill 
Osceola of her donations. 

The students sent pictures of them opening the do- 


nation boxes, which served as a reminder of how for- 
tunate we are. Donating just a few toys to other Indian 
kids touches everyone on the Princess Committee. 

Donating these toys shows the smallest chore we 
do here at home can affect others that are less fortunate 
throughout the country. 

If any one else plans on cleaning house, especially 
now at Christmas, please give any member of the Prin- 
cess Committee a call or bring it by my house in the 
Tribal Secretary’s Office or even the Hollywood Tribal 
Headquarters. We send things out to Flandreau all year 
long. 

We are also collecting school supplies if you would 
like to donate something stop by and just drop off a 
pack of paper, notebook or even pencils. We’ll take just 
about anything. 

Thank you for opening up your heart, 
Wanda Bowers, Chairwoman 
Seminole Princess Committee 



Dr, Brian C. Rush 
Chiropractic Physician 
Successfully Treating,,, 
* Reck Pain 

* Lower Bach Pain 

1 Headaches - 

• Leg & Ann Pain % 
1 Joint Pain 

f Muscle fain 
1 Auto Accident Pain 
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HE POLICE 

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS 

DOYOtl ? 

Call Me For A FREE Consultation 

RICHARD CASTILLO 

954 . 522.3500 



Since 1990 1 have protected rights like yours. 
My office defends dui's, drug offenses, 
suspended license, domestic violence, and 
all felonies and misdemeanors. 

24 HOURS A DAY 



The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not 
be based solely upon advertisement Castillo worked as a Public 
Defender in Broward County from 1990-1996 and has been in 
private practice for nine years. In 1995 he was voted the Trial 
Attorney of the year. He graduated from Capital University in 
1989 and was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1990, Federal Bar in 
1992, and the Federal Trial Bar in 1994. 
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*10 BLACKJACK 
7 DAYS A WEEK 
24 HOURS A DAY 


SUNDAYS IPM - 4PM & FRIDAYS 5PM - 8PM 

GRAND PRIZE DRAWINGS SUNDAYS 5PM & FRIDAYS 9PM 



MONDAYS - THURSDAYS 

ULTIMATE FOOTBALL GAME SHOW 
WIN UPTO $ 250K- $ I,000,000 

2PM, 4PM, 6PM & 8PM 

SWIPE TO ENTER ALL MONTH LONG 



' Thursday only. Details at the Player’s Club. Management reserves the right to change or cancel promotion at any time. Player’s Club members that have been trespassed i 
You must be 21 years of age or older to play slots and games or to receive Player’s Club benefits. Actual color and model of vehicle may vary. If you ( 


ry the Seminole Tribe of Florida or opted into the self-exclusion program are not eligible. 
i you know has a gambling problem, please call 1-888-ADMIT-IT. 


SATURDAYS IN JANUARY 


WIN 2 PRO BOWL TICKETS 
PLUS $ 400 IN FREE PLAY 


DRAWINGS EVERY TWO HOURS • 12PM - 8PM 


cNU/f>/ 


follow us on become a fan on facebook 
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4-H Club Hosts Turkey Shoot, 
Promotes Recycling 



Naji Tobias 


Toi Andrews (C) prepares to engage her rifle at the annual 
4-H turkey shoot held on Nov. 19 at the rodeo grounds. 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 

Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — A host of 
participants took advantage of the 
opportunities to win turkeys and 
hams for the Thanksgiving holi- 
day at the annual Big Cypress 4-H 
Club Turkey Shoot, held Nov. 19 
at the rodeo grounds. 

Participants had a total of 10 
shooting rounds to hit their target 
and win a prize. However, the 
event also took on a deeper mean- 
ing for 4-H Club members. 

The club also used this event 
as a launching pad for its fund- 
raising campaign, which focuses 
on recycling at the reservation. 

Proceeds and donations collected 
at the event will benefit the cam- 
paign. 

Community member and avid environ- 
mentalist Rhonda Roff said during the Tur- 
key Shoot there were recycling bins on hand 
to get the community motivated. 

“It gives the kids a sense that they’re 
making a positive contribution to a stressed 
environment,” Roff said. “This is just the 
beginning of things to come with our 4-H 
Program.” 

BC Turkey 
Shoot Results 

Women: Rounds 1 -6: 1 . Rhonda Roff, 2. 

Linda Billie, 3. Amy Adame, 4. Mary Jene 
Koenes, 5. Ayze Henry, 6. Janice Osceola; 

Men: Rounds 1 -1 0: 1 . Drew Osceola, 2. Leo 
Onco, 3. Nick Andrews, 4. Willie Burkett, 5. 

Billy Walker, 6. John Mabry, 7. Wilse Bruised- 
Head, 8. Lenny Jim, 9. Joe Frank, 1 0. Cory 
Wilcox; Youth: Rounds 1 -3: 1 . Levi Billie, 2. 
Chebon Goodman, 3. RickyJoeAlumhaugh; 
50/50 Drawing: 1 . Willie Burkett; Mossburg 
Shotgun Raffle Winner: 1 . Janice Osceola. 


Linda Billie of Big Cypress shared 
Roff’s sentiment about the 4-H initiative. 
Billie added that she was proud she could 
support the 4-H Club, which she called “a 
good cause.” 

“The 4-H Club will learn more about 
the environment and maybe someday we’ll 
get some Tribal members here who are into 
agriculture or want to be a scientist,” Billie 
said. 

Billie, who won a ham after accurately 
shooting her target, said she was pleased 
with the Turkey Shoot turnout. 

“I come out here to shoot and I’ve been 
trying to win a shotgun for the last 20 years,” 
Billie said jokingly. “All I get is either a ham 
or turkey every year ...But it’s been great 
every year having the Turkey Shoot.” 

Billy Walker, who won a turkey at the 
shoot, said he was happy to donate some of 
his money to the 4-H Club’s recycling cam- 
paign. 

“Everybody received turkeys and hams 
for Thanksgiving and with that it’s going to 
bring warmth and joy to all our Tribal fami- 
lies and clans for the Thanksgiving holi- 
days,” Walker said. 



Naji Tobias 

Joe Herrera attempts a shot at the 4-H Turkey Shoot, held on Nov. 19 at the Big Cypress Rodeo 
Grounds. 



BC Seniors Enjoy Thanksgiving Luncheon 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress, who attended the Big Cypress Se- 
niors’ Thanksgiving Luncheon on Nov. 17, 
reflected on the holiday’s history. 

“When you look at it, Thanksgiving is 
every day because the Lord gives us another 
day to live,” Chairman Cypress said. “You 
never know who will be at Thanksgiving 
next year. So it’s a good time now to fellow- 
ship with each and enjoy the holiday.” 

And that the Big Cypress seniors cer- 
tainly did. 

Perhaps the most memorable part of 
the Thanksgiving luncheon was at the be- 
ginning when Rev. Bruce Pratt, of the Big 
Cypress First Baptist Church, was tapped to 
speak on behalf of the seniors. 

“You may not be kicking yourself high, 


but you’re still kicking,” Rev. Pratt said. 
“Thanksgiving is a time we reflect and give 
thanks for all things. Sometimes, it’s hard to 
do.” 

Rev. Pratt touched on an experience he 
had recently, which centered on his mother, 
who suffered a stroke in Ft. Myers, Fla. two 
weeks before the Thanksgiving luncheon 
occurred. He said he had to take his mother 
back home to Oklahoma for proper care and 
recovery, which was not an easy thing for 
him to do. 

Nonetheless, Rev. Pratt added that he is 
thankful she’s alive, despite what he admits 
will be a long road to recovery. 

“We’ve all had hard times, difficult ail- 
ments and have dealt with family members 
in trouble,” Rev. Pratt said to the seniors. 
“No matter what we go through, God is al- 
ways there with us and for us.” 



Naji Tobias 

Billy Walker (C) holds his daughter, Shylah, 13 months, at the Preschool Thanksgiving luncheon as Bello Solano (L) and Pedro Zepeda (R) look on. 


Preschoolers Enjoy Thanksgiving Luncheon 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Parents and teachers of the Big Cy- 
press Preschool students spent quality time for the annual 
Thanksgiving luncheon on Nov. 20. 

After a prayer by teacher Rosalyn Walker, everyone 
at the Community Center lined up to eat some traditional 
Thanksgiving and traditional Seminole food. 

Douglas Zepeda, father of student Kaley, 3, said he 
could not have been more pleased with what transpired at 
the function. 

“It’s the first time I experienced this luncheon with the 
preschool,” Zepeda said. “This is my daughter’s first year 
in the preschool. She gets along with everyone and she’s 
having a good time. 

“It was excellent and everyone that put this together 
should be proud,” Zepeda added. “We’re all here for the 
kids and I’m glad they enjoyed themselves.” 



Naji Tobias 


Preschool Thanksgiving luncheon attendees fill their plates up with food at 
the Big Cypress Community Center on Nov. 20. 


BC Enjoys Thanksgiving Community Luncheon 





BY NA JI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 


BIG CYPRESS — It was perhaps the 
biggest luncheon gathering at the Big Cy- 
press Reservation of the year thus far, as 
Tribal employees and citizens enjoyed the 


Big Cypress First Baptist Church Rev. Bruce 
Pratt leads the attendees in prayer. 


Thanksgiving community func- 
tion on Nov. 25. 

To conclude the half-day 
of work for the Thanksgiving 
holiday, Tribal employees joined 
Tribal citizens for the luncheon, 
held at the Herman L. Osceola 


gymnasium. 

The Thanksgiving commu- 
nity luncheon began with words 
and a special prayer by Big Cy- 
press First Baptist Church Pastor 
Rev. Bruce Pratt. 


“It’s always been a good 
way for the Tribal leaders and 
people to come together with the 
community and break bread,” 

Rev. Pratt said. “It’s our Indian 
way to share what we have. We 
have a lot to be thankful for.” 

Followed by Rev. Pratt’s 
prayer were comments from 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress. 

“I thank everyone for com- 
ing out here for Thanksgiving,” 

Chairman Cypress said. “All 
the employees have been nice 
to the Tribe. Without you all, we 
couldn’t have the things we have 
here.” 

Paul “Cowbone” Buster and 
the Cowbone Band performed 
inspirational selections at the 

luncheon, while Big Thanksgiving holiday. 

Cypress Tribal Council Rep. Da- “Everybody, you should count your 
vid Cypress, Big Cypress Board blessings,” President Bowers said. “Take 
of Directors Rep. Paul Bowers Sr. time out to give thanks throughout the 
and President Richard Bowers Jr. Thanksgiving holiday. Have a great holiday, 
offered some thoughts about the Sho-naa-bisha!” 


Naji Tobias 

Fred and Susie Lindsey from Oklahoma pay a visit to the Big 
Cypress Reservation for the Thanksgiving holiday. 


Naji Tobias 


Naji Tobias 


President Richard Bowers Jr. speaks at the Thanksgiving Tribal citizens and employees from Big Cypress break bread together at the Thanksgiving 
community luncheon. community luncheon on Nov. 25. 
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Brighton Gives Thanks During Holiday Season 



Brighton’s Director of Elder Affairs, Leah Minnick takes a break from work to enjoy a game 
of Bingo with friends. 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — The 

Brighton community gave 
thanks for the abundant 
blessings they received 
throughout the year during 
a variety of Thanksgiving 
celebrations held on the res- 
ervation. 

Senior Thanksgiving 

The seniors gave thanks 
for friends as they enjoyed 
the fellowship at their 
Thanksgiving luncheon on 
Nov. 17 at the Senior Cen- 
ter. 

With a fall-themed ta- 
blescape, the seniors broke 
bread together for lunch. 

They enjoyed a Thanksgiv- 
ing feast with all the trim- 
mings, including the tradi- 
tional Seminole favorite, 
sofkee. 

The friends took part 
in a Bingo competition with 
several winning a chance 
to test their luck at another 
game popular with the se- 
niors, Plinko, as the others ~ , 

cheered them on The students took center stage and performed a va- 

The day brought many regular Senior Center visi- son S s for entertainment. The younger students 

tors, along with many new smiling faces there to share tbe g r °up > n smgmg the Dinner Song, while the 
in the holiday spirit older students took the lead in the next two songs, which 

Preschool Thankseivine the y san g in their native Creek language. 

The preschoolers ^hnecf up one by one with their f ,^ e litde ones £ en rac ^ to find their parents and 
homemade paper Indian vests to welcome their family fami ^f membe [ s 80 ^ c ? uld ad en J^ lunch to S ether - 
and friends to the Thanksgiving lunch, held Nov. 20 un- Community and Employee Thanksgiving 

• — - - _ • • • ■ • Brighton community members came together with 

Brighton Tribal employees 
as one big family Nov. 24 
to celebrate Thanksgiving at 
a lunch held at the Brighton 
Gym and sponsored by the 
Brighton Tribal Council Of- 
fice. 

“Let’s be thankful 
that we all are here to be- 
gin with,” Brighton Tribal 
Council Rep. Andrew J. 
Bowers Jr. said to attendees 
in the packed gym. 

Tables were deco- 
rated with cornucopias and 
pumpkin flower decorations 
as Parker Jones kept the 
party lively with his DJ and 
singing skills. Gary Samp- 
son said the blessing before 
everyone made their way 
to the buffet line for a tra- 
ditional Thanksgiving meal. 

Raffle drawings were 
held for gift certificates pro- 
vided by Brighton’s Tribal 
Council Office to help com- 
munity members and em- 
Rachei Buxton ployees prepare for the holi- 

Preschoolers show off their handmade arts and crafts during their singing performance. day season. 


der the Brighton Preschool chickee. 
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(L-R) Amir McKenzie, Avery Flowers, Kinya Tommie, Tyione Scott give thanks for family. 


Fort Pierce Gives Thanks During Holiday 



Staff Reporter 


“God has been good to all of us,” Remus Griffin 
shared. “We as a family need to acknowledge it for what 
it is and get a little closer.” 

Sylvia Tommie kept with the holiday spirit and ser- 


FORT PIERCE — With much to be thankful for, 
the Ft. Pierce community gathered together to enjoy a enaded the community members with her rendition of 
candlelit Thanksgiving dinner Nov. 18 at Chupco Youth the song “Thank You Lord.” 

Ranch. 

In attendance were Hollywood/Fort 
Pierce Board Rep. Marcellus Osceola Jr. and 


Fort Pierce Liaison Sally R. Tommie. 

“I am most thankful for my health and 
my family — the whole Tribe” Rep. Osceola 
said. 

Rep. Osceola sent President Richard 
Bowers’ regards for not being able to attend. 
He also handed out Seminole Tribe towels as 
a small token of the President’s thankfulness 
for his fellow Tribal citizens. 

Liaison Tommie then expressed Chair- 
man Mitchell Cypress’ holiday wishes to the 
community. He was unable to attend the din- 
ner due to a briefing that ran longer than ex- 
pected. 

“It is such a beautiful thing to come and 
break bread together,” Liaison Tommie said. 

The community feasted on a traditional 
Thanksgiving meal while family members 
took turns at the podium saying either what 
they were thankful for or just little words of 
advice and encouragement. 


La’Shara Anderson (L) gives thanks for her precious Jynesis Anderson. 


Naples Community Counts Their Blessings 

BY JUDY WEEKS evening of Nov. 15. 

Freelance Reporter “As members of the Seminole Tribe we have so 

much to be thankful for,” Naples Liaison OB Osceola 
NAPLES — The Royal Palm Room of the Naples Jr. said. 

Hilton Hotel was lavishly decorated in anticipation of “Our forefathers sacrificed so much for us to be here 
the Naples Community Thanksgiving Dinner on the and we have prospered,” he continued. “While they had 

few material possessions, they were never poor, 
but rich in the things that really mattered. Family 
values and a strong cultural heritage were among 
their prized possessions and they have passed 
these on to us. It is our sacred duty to carry on 
their legacy by handing these traits down to the 
next generation.” 

A photo slide presentation provided high- 
lights of the past year and the vast improvements 
to the Naples community facilities, as well as 
shared events and outstanding activities. 

Gourmet delicacies and a bountiful buffet 
contributed to the festive occasion. An arts and 
crafts table had been prepared for the younger 
generation, who created their own decorations 
for the holiday. 

From seniors to newborns, Naples commu- 
nity members participated in the Turkey Trot at 
the Vineyards Park on the evening of Nov. 18. 
While most walks are held in the morning, Na- 
ples prefers late afternoon or early evening in an 
effort to accommodate a wider cross section of 
their citizens. 

Many of the adults are employed and the 
younger generation is attending school. Their 
presence makes a valuable contribution to the 
project as well as enhancing their health and life- 
style. Whole families look forward to walking 
around the lake on the well lit sidewalks of the 
park and sharing the events of their day. 

Gathering in the parking lot at sundown, the 
walkers were a bright ray of color in their orange 
Turkey Trot T-shirts as they turned in pedometer 
readings to Health and Nutritionist Charlotte 
Porcaro for Seminole Pathways and received 
their commemorative pins. 




Judy Weeks 


Jessica Osceola and Joseph Osceola-Lugo follow the Seminole Path- 
way at the Naples Turkey Trot. 


Doug and Kaley Zepeda share a father-daughter moment at the Naples Thanksgiving dinner on Nov. 15. 
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Hollywood Community Celebrates 
Thanksgiving Holiday 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The 

Thanksgiving holiday came a little 
early for Hollywood Tribal commu- 
nity members on Nov. 17. 

In celebration of the day, the 
community gathered to celebrate and 
give thanks at the gym with friends, 
family and entertainment on hand to 
enjoy. 

“As I look around this room, this 
is a family and we have this chance 
together and hopefully we will be 
able to come together as a family 
again,” Hollywood Board Rep. Mar- 
cellus Osceola Jr. expressed to the 
community and guests in a moment 
of thankfulness. 

Hollywood Council Rep. Max 
B. Osceola Jr. also spoke a few en- 
couraging words, before President 
Richard Bowers Jr. addressed the 
gathering. 

“We are so blessed by the cre- 
ator God, and this is a time when we 
should think about the people that 
are not blessed,” President Bow- 
ers said. “It is always better to give 
rather than receive as the good book 
says and it is what we should always 
remember this time of the year and 
every day as well.” 

Tribal elder Paul “Cowbone” 

Buster of Hollywood gave a musi- 
cal performance accompanied by his 
band. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Hollywood Board Rep. Marcellus Osceola Jr. talks about the family and the mean- 
ing behind the Thanksgiving holiday. 




Darrell Tiger plays with a tabletop turkey decoration filled with candy. 

Hollywood Preschoolers Celebrate Thanksgiving 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The preschool youth 
and parents of the Hollywood community got 
in the Thanksgiving spirit at the Seminole Gym 
Nov. 24. 

In a small luncheon gathering, organized 
through the Preschool and Parent’s Committee, 
the 2-4-year-old students showed off their ar- 
tistic sides, creating tabletop and other decora- 
tive holiday-themed creations. 

According to Hollywood Preschool Par- 
ent Involvement Coordinator Dawna Bell, the 
children began making their creative projects 
at the beginning of the month. She said the arts 
and crafts the preschoolers make at the annu- 
al event helps to educate them about the true 
meaning of Thanksgiving. 

“This helps put them in the spirit and helps 
let them know what this holiday is about and 
what they should really be thankful for,” Bell 
explained. 

Father Curtis Osceola said he enjoyed the 
day with daughter, Suzannah, 4. 

“I like it because she is getting more of an 
understanding about the holiday and has come 
home over the years talking to me about what 
she has learned in school,” Osceola said. 
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Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal senior Sally Billie looks for the winning numbers in a game of Bingo during the Thanksgiving party on Nov. 18 at the 


Seniors Gear Up for Thanksgiving Holiday at Party 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The seniors of the 
community got in the spirit of the upcoming 
Thanksgiving holiday with a party at the Senior 
Center Nov. 18. 

In celebrating the topics of gratefulness 
and thankfulness, those in attendance at the 
event had the chance to explain what these 
words mean to them. 

“I am most thankful for the Tribe and the 
people supporting me,” said Hollywood Board 
Rep. Marcellus Osceola Jr. “We are just now 
going into the holiday season and I am so glad 
to be around all our family and friends,” 

Tribal seniors including Paul “Cowbone” 
Buster and Jimmie Hank Osceola also attended 
the party and said they had plenty to be thank- 
ful for. 

“I am thankful for God and the many 
things he has blessed us with; my health, the 
Seminole Tribe and a beautiful day are all im- 
portant,” Buster said. 

Osceola expressed similar sentiments. 

“God has given us another year and it is 
a tradition of course among Indians and non- 
Indians,” Osceola said. “I like this time of year 
for getting together and enjoying each other be- 
cause a lot of seniors from BC, Brighton and 
other areas are not really able to any more.” 

Party attendees enjoyed a traditional 
Thanksgiving meal, played several games of 
Bingo, and several lucky winners left with door 
prizes. 


Chris C. Jenkins 


Tribal senior Paul “Cowbone” Buster talks to Seminole Broadcasting 
about what he is grateful for with the Thanksgiving holiday approaching 
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Gabriella Diaz, 3, shows off her handmade turkey. 
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